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editorial
OIE’s role in the context of pandemic influenza A/H1N1 2009
In April 2009, cases of human

jobs and suffer economic hardship, without any benefit for

illness caused by a novel strain of

public health or animal health.

pandemic influenza A/H1N1 virus

In the present case, use of the name “swine flu” at the

were reported in Mexico and the

beginning of the pandemic led some countries to decide to

United States of America. Very

destroy all their pig populations, without the appropriate

quickly, and in a context of an

equipment, and again without any benefit for animal health or
public health.

enhanced
worldwide
surveillance,
other cases of human infection with this
virus were notified in all continents,
leading the World Health Organization

To date there is no
evidence that animals are
playing any role in the
spread of the virus

The OIE is strongly committed to
helping to alleviate poverty worldwide. An
unjustified disruption of trade along with a
significant decrease in consumption can
also have a worldwide effect on small
farmers and producers, who may lose their

(WHO) to declare a global influenza

source of income as a result. More than a

pandemic.
While pandemic influenza is spreading worldwide among

billion people around the world, a large majority of whom meet

the human population, to date there is no evidence that

the current criteria for poverty, have an economic activity

animals are playing any role in the spread of the virus. The

involving animals. The OIE continues to be strongly committed

virus contains some gene sequences that have been

to helping to protect their livelihoods and it was therefore our

identified as influenza virus sequences from swine, although

duty to promote the use of a more appropriate, scientifically

not in this exact combination. At the current time we have no

justified name for this disease.

information as to the specific origin of this pandemic virus,

Since the very first discovery of the influenza A/H1N1 virus

which continues to spread from person to person just like a

in humans, the OIE has encouraged all its Members to

classical human influenza virus. As of today, no link between

intensify their surveillance for potential influenza virus

an animal and the first human cases has been established.

infections in swine, particularly in cases where a relationship
might exist between any illnesses detected

From the very beginning of the crisis,
our organisation was actively involved in
alerting WHO and the international
community that there was no justification
for calling this new disease “swine
influenza”. This incorrect nomenclature
led many countries – at the beginning at
least – to impose unjustified trade
embargo measures on the import of pigs

It should be noted that
the name of a disease
always has far-reaching
consequences and has a
very strong impact on the
behaviour of consumers
worldwide

in pigs and illnesses in humans.
In the context of the current pandemic,
the OIE also stated its position on the safety
of international trade of pigs and products
derived from pigs.
Furthermore, a joint statement
published by the OIE along with FAO ,
WHO, and WTO on the safety of pork
included a clear message that pork and

and pig products. It should be noted that
the name of a disease always has far-reaching consequences

pork products handled in accordance with hygienic practices

and has a very strong impact on the behaviour of consumers

complying with international standards are not a source of

worldwide. As an example, it will be remembered that at the

infection.

beginning of the “avian influenza crisis” in 2004 the

Nevertheless, many questions remain about this disease.

consumption of poultry products decreased by up to 50% in

In this respect, the OIE has called for enhanced surveillance of

some countries, causing thousands of people to lose their

swine populations and enhanced on-farm biosecurity

1- FAO: Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
2- WTO: World Trade Organization
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measures – including the protection of pigs from exposure to

“pandemic H1N1 2009 virus” that they detect; they are also

potentially infected people – and has stressed the importance

advised to refer to it as an “emerging disease” on their OIE

of close cooperation between Veterinary Services and public

notification forms, because transparency will be one of the

health authorities.

keys to managing and tackling this unprecedented global

However, we know that infection of animals with this virus
does not cause a disease that is different from “classical”

event.
The OIE has called upon the expertise of its Reference

swine influenza, normally a mild
disease in pigs, with a zoonotic
impact limited to just a few rare
episodes in history. Based on our
existing knowledge of the
behaviour of the virus currently
circulating in humans, the OIE
does not recommend culling
infected pig herds or prohibiting
the movement of clinically healthy
animals for slaughter.
The development of a vaccine
against this virus in pigs could be

Laboratories and Collaborating

The OIE has called for enhanced
surveillance of swine populations
and enhanced on-farm biosecurity
measures – including the protection
of pigs from exposure to
potentially infected people –
and has stressed the importance
of close cooperation between
Veterinary Services and public
health authorities

one of the solutions to control the

Centres, primarily through the
OIE/FAO network of expertise on
animal influenza (OFFLU), to
communicate in full transparency
the genetic sequences of any
influenza virus identified in swine,
so as to facilitate the early preparation
of human and animal vaccines
if needed.
The OIE will continue to draw
the attention of its Members and
the public at large to the fact that
the most effective way of controlling

disease in animals if the number of infected herds were to

potentially zoonotic diseases is to strengthen the Veterinary

increase considerably due to the potential rise in the number

Services, in order to promote early detection, rapid response,

of animals infected by humans in the context of the human

surveillance and reporting capabilities for animal diseases,

pandemic.

including zoonoses, in all countries, regardless of their level

The OIE continues to strongly advise all its Members to

of development and trade potential.

notify any cases of disease linked with what is now known as

Dr Bernard Vallat
Director General

2
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Flu: no sign so far that the human
pandemic is spread by pigs
Published on page 683 –

and the OIE have since agreed officially

created to help the WHO obtain rapid

OPINION / Correspondence,

to rename the virus ‘pandemic (H1N1)

access to circulating animal viruses for

2009’, common use of the misleading

the early preparation of human

term ‘swine flu’ is in danger of

vaccines. After the emergence of the

continuing. This initially prompted

pandemic virus in humans, OFFLU

several countries to ban import of pigs

called for laboratories worldwide to aid

SIR — Further to your Editorial ‘Animal

and pig products or to destroy all their

public health by publicly sharing gene

farm: pig in the middle’ (Nature 459,

pig populations, without any benefit to

sequences of influenza virus identified

889; 2009), the World Organisation for

public or animal health. It could cause

in swine. As a result, it is proposed to

Animal Health (OIE) would like to clarify

further economic harm, in the same way

expand the current OIE reference

what is understood so far about how

that the H5N1 ‘avian flu’ crisis of 2004

laboratories for avian influenza to cover

in Nature, Vol 460, 6 August 2009
© 2009 Macmillan Publishers Limited.
All rights reserved

animals are associated with the human

all animal influenza viruses and to

influenza A/H1N1 pandemic.

increase research on the behaviour of
these viruses at the human–animal

Although the human H1N1 virus

interface.

contains gene sequences that

The OIE will continue to advise its

have been identified in influenza

members and the public on the

viruses from swine, these are not

control of potential zoonotic diseases,

present in exactly the same

for example by strengthening

combination. The OIE has

veterinary infrastructure and

encouraged its members to

stepping up surveillance and

intensify surveillance of pigs for

reporting capabilities in all countries,

infection, but there has been no

regardless of their trade potential.

evidence so far that swine are playing
any role in the epidemiology or in the

unnecessarily triggered a drop in

worldwide spread of the virus in the

people’s consumption of poultry

human population. It is likely that we

products. Such an unjustified disruption

shall never know the specific origin of

of trade would affect small farmers and

this pandemic virus.

animal producers around the world,

As you mention, the OIE has
campaigned against calling the human
disease ‘swine flu’. Although the World

Bernard Vallat
World Organisation for Animal Health

more than a billion of whom are already
living in poverty.
In 2005, the FAO and OIE set up a

Health Organization (WHO), the UN

joint network of expertise on animal

Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)

influenza. The network, OFFLU, was
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Brief overview of
Cheetah Conservation Fund programmes
Dr Laurie Marker
Cheetah Conservation Fund,
P.O. Box 1755,
Otjiwarongo, Namibia;
cheetah@iway.na

ver the past century, the wild cheetah (Acinonyx jubatus) population

O

worldwide has been drastically reduced. The largest remaining population
of wild cheetahs is found in Namibia, where there are approximately

3,000 animals; this is about 20% of the world’s cheetah population. Cheetahs are
wide ranging, secretive, diurnal, typically wary of humans and exist in low population
densities throughout their range, all of which make it difficult to determine true
population figures. In Namibia, more than 95% of the cheetah population lives
outside protected areas, on commercial and communal livestock and wildlife
farmlands in the north-central regions of the country, an area of approximately
275,000 km2.
In 1975, due to the decline of cheetah populations, the cheetah was placed on
Appendix I of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild
Fauna and Flora (CITES). The cheetah is also listed as vulnerable on the
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Red List of Threatened
Species. These classifications have resulted in the sale of live cheetahs or cheetah
skins being largely prohibited on the international market.
The Cheetah Conservation Fund (CCF), which has its international base in
Namibia and satellite programmes in Kenya, undertakes scientific research on
cheetahs and their habitat, assists in the management of captive and free-ranging
cheetahs throughout the world, maintains a major public conservation awareness
and education programme for local and international communities and school
groups and conducts community conservation and predator conflict resolution
programmes. The cheetah’s survival depends on a totally integrated approach: an
ecological system of farmland management, prey species management and habitat
stability using practices such as alternative land management, non-lethal predator
control and relocation of problem cheetahs. CCF’s focus is to work with livestock
farming communities in order to develop ways to reduce conflict. This is achieved
by devising conservation plans that will secure habitats for the species, while still
accommodating farmers’ land use needs.
An abundance of wildlife shares the farmland with Namibia’s farmers. While
game species such as eland, kudu, gemsbok, springbok and hartebeest are
welcomed by most farmers, due to their perceived economic value, predators –

4
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Cheetah (Acinonyx jubatus)
large and small – are mostly unwelcome and persecuted, whether or not conflict
occurs. Many farmers fail to acknowledge the role predators play in the ecosystem.
Africa’s predator and prey species evolved together, however, and without one the
other could not have developed. The hunting of game by predators has resulted in
the abundance and diversity that we see today with the predators fulfilling a critical
role. Without them, game species would be significantly less healthy, since the
weaker animals that are usually selected by predators would instead survive to
reproduce. Wildlife is one of Africa’s most valuable resources and gives Africa its
unique image. Predators are vital to the health of our wildlife and are an integral
part of what attracts many tourists to Africa.
During the past three decades, the Namibian cheetah has been perceived to be
in direct conflict with Namibian farming interests. Human–cheetah conflict in
Namibia has evolved over many years and has been affected by drought conditions,
economic considerations, farming practices and environmental law. None of these is
solely responsible for the cheetah’s present status on the farmlands, but their
combined, cumulative effects continue to impact on the cheetah population. Close
monitoring or protection of livestock has been impractical due to the extensive
farming methods necessary, especially with water as a limiting factor due to the arid
land, and large areas of land being required to sustain the livestock. Elimination of
predators therefore became the accepted practice. Lions, hyenas and wild dogs
were eradicated from the vast majority of the farmlands by 1950.
Although classified as a protected animal in Namibia, a cheetah may be
removed (killed) if it poses a threat to life or property. Between 1996 and 2006, at
least 2,556 cheetahs were legally removed from the wild Namibian population,
primarily through indiscriminate catching in live traps and/or shooting. Although this
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is a substantial number, it is nevertheless fewer than during

Another extremely successful programme, which began in

the previous decade. Cheetah removals continue regularly,

1994, is CCF’s Livestock Guarding Dog Programme. Kangal

independently of any verification of livestock loss that they

and Anatolian shepherd dogs, two breeds used in Turkey for

may have caused. Furthermore, not all cheetah removals are

6,000 years to protect livestock, are bred by CCF and

reported and the official figures are therefore an

donated to farmers throughout Namibia. These dogs bark

underestimate.

loudly and place themselves between the predator and

Indiscriminate removal of cheetahs is not an effective

livestock. In most cases the predator will back down

strategy for protecting livestock or managing the cheetah

immediately, but if necessary the dog will attack in order to

population, and it can be extremely detrimental to both. In

protect its livestock ‘family’. The use of dogs in this way

fact, it appears to be one of the biggest threats to cheetah

ensures that the predator is driven off, rather than being shot.

survival. During surveys conducted by CCF, the majority of

To date over 350 dogs have been placed on farms, with the

Namibian farmers indicated that cheetahs were removed as a

participating farmers reporting up to an 80% decrease in

preventive measure, not in response to actual livestock losses

livestock losses.

caused by ‘conflict animals’.
With sound livestock and wildlife management, predators

CCF’s work in Namibia is beginning to show positive
results but much more still needs to be done. Cheetah

can be incorporated into African farming systems and will

populations are continuing to decline in most other African

continue to play the key role for which they have evolved.

countries. Elsewhere, in Iran, where the last of the Asian

Communities can also benefit from both components –

cheetahs are believed to be found, there is reported to be a

livestock and predators.

population of less than one hundred. CCF’s mission is to be

With this in mind, CCF conducts courses on integrated

an internationally recognised centre of excellence in research

livestock and predator management for communal

and education on cheetahs and their ecosystems, working

conservancy shepherds and farmers. These week-long

with all stakeholders to achieve best practice in the

educational courses are vital to changing the long-held beliefs

conservation and management of the world’s cheetahs. For

of the Namibian farming community that livestock kills are

more information please visit the CCF Web site

virtually always made by large carnivores, such as cheetahs.

(www.cheetah.org).

During the courses, farmers are taught ways to identify the
true causes of livestock loss (in many cases, disease) and

© Suzi Eszterhas / www.suzieszterhas.com

manage both livestock and wildlife. They also learn how to
identify predators and how to live with them through proper
design of ‘boma’ (animal enclosures used at night), use of
herders, etc. They also have an opportunity to observe
cheetahs in close proximity at CCF’s sanctuary, thereby
acquiring a new appreciation of this beautiful cat.

6
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Overview of long-term research on the health,
reproduction and genetics of the

Namibian cheetah
© Suzi Eszterhas / www.suzieszterhas.com.
onflict between humans and large

C

carnivores is well-documented in
Africa, and is one of the chief

causes

of

population

(Acinonyx

cheetah
decline

(Marker,

jubatus),

2002).

The

Cheetah Conservation Fund (CCF), with its
international

base

in

Namibia,

has

been

conducting long-term research since 1991 on
cheetahs and their farmland ecosystem. The
CCF, a non-profit organisation, set up base in
Namibia to understand and mitigate the
conflict with farmers while at the same time

Cheetah (Acinonyx jubatus)

to opportunistically collect biomedical data
from captured or dead cheetahs. Up to that

time, information on the biomedical or reproductive health of free-ranging cheetahs had been lacking.
Surveys conducted by CCF with Namibian farmers indicated that in a majority of cases (90%)
cheetahs were ‘removed’ (i.e. killed or relocated) as a preventive measure by livestock and game
farmers, not in response to actual losses caused by ‘conflict animals’ (Marker, 2002). From these
removals, CCF has opportunistically conducted biomedical studies on over 1,600 samples taken from
over 800 cheetahs. These opportunistic biomedical samples taken from wild-caught cheetahs have
provided very valuable insight into the health of free-ranging populations and enabled ongoing monitoring
of the health and genetic status of Namibia’s cheetahs. In addition, information on the health status of
wild cheetahs contributes to solving some of the questions surrounding the health problems captive
cheetah experience (Munson et al., 2004; Marker, 2002).
Cheetahs that were reported to CCF after being live-trapped or killed on the Namibian farmlands
were studied through physical examination, laboratory analysis, and radio telemetry. In order to live-trap
cheetahs, farmers used capture cages and CCF opportunistically examined the cheetahs either in the
field where captured or after they had been transported to CCF’s research centre at Otjiwarongo.
Cheetahs were placed under general anaesthesia (Telazol® [tiletamine-HCl and zolazepam-HCl]; Warner
Lambert, Ann Arbor, MI, USA; 4 mg/kg) delivered intramuscularly in capture cages or by blow dart in
enclosures (Marker, 2002) where serum samples were collected.

Dr Laurie Marker
Cheetah Conservation Fund,
P.O. Box 1755,
Otjiwarongo, Namibia;
cheetah@iway.na
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A perceived threat to livestock or game led to the vast
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Results to date
majority of live captures and to almost half of the cheetah
deaths investigated (Marker et al., 2003). Despite the removal
of cheetahs, livestock predation by cheetahs appeared to
have been minimal and was usually perpetrated by cheetahs
with injuries (Marker et al., 2003). All cheetahs were given a
physical examination, both to collect morphometric and
biomedical data. Wild cheetahs held in captivity for extended
lengths of time (≥30 days) were in significantly poorer

Dogs guarding livestock

physical condition than others (Marker, 2002).
Morphological research showed that a high proportion of
the wild cheetahs examined (40% of 208 cheetahs), had

present in any free-ranging cheetah tested (Munson et al.,

deep focal palatine erosion (FPE), a condition where the first

2003). These results showed that Namibian cheetahs had

lower molar erodes and sometimes penetrates the upper

commonly been exposed to, and survived, several viruses

palate (Marker and Dickman, 2004). This was the first time

known to cause serious clinical disease in captive cheetahs.

FPE had been reported in free-ranging cheetahs and

Studies on gastritis indicated that although wild

demonstrates that it is not an artefact of a ‘soft’ diet in

cheetahs harbour the same Helicobacter as captive

captivity as originally thought. Other dental abnormalities were

cheetahs, where disease is up to 99%, no wild cheetahs

also observed in wild cheetahs – over 20% of animals

had histological evidence nor did they show signs of disease

examined were missing at least one premolar, while around a

(Terio et al., 2005).

third (31%) showed crowding of the lower incisors (Marker

Reproductive fitness of male cheetahs was assessed

and Dickman, 2004). The cause of these dental abnormalities

through the collection of semen from wild male cheetahs,

is not yet known, and more research will be valuable, as FPE

and, where possible, banked in CCF’s Genome Resource

in particular was linked to a poorer physical condition (Marker

Bank (Crosier et al., 2006). Sperm cryopreservation

and Dickman, 2004).

research includes evaluating and developing improved

To assess the extent to which free-ranging cheetahs are
exposed to feline and canine viruses, sera from 81 free-

the influence of age, season and, where applicable,

ranging cheetahs sampled between 1992 and 1998 showed

captivity, and ejaculate quality (Crosier et al. 2006; Crosier

antibodies against CDV , FCoV/FIPV , FHV1 , FPV and FCV

et al. 2007b). Results reaffirm the sensitivity of cheetah

and were detected in 24, 29, 12, 48, and 65% of the free-

sperm acrosomes to cryopreservation and suggest that

ranging population, respectively, although no evidence of viral

centrifugation of thawed sperm through Accudenz improves

disease was present in any animal at the time of sample

acrosomal integrity by ~5% without affecting motility

collection. Neither FIV antibodies nor FeLV antigens were

(Crosier et al., 2006).

1234-

5- FCV: feline calcivirus
6- FIV: feline immunodeficiency virus
7- FeLV: feline leukemia virus

1

6

8

methodologies for cryopreservation, as well as analysis of

2

3

4

7

CDV: canine distemper virus
FCoV/FIPV: feline coronavirus/feline infectious peritonitis virus
FHV1: feline herpes virus 1
FPV: feline panleukopaenia virus
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included basic physiology: 1) uterine morphology; 2)

Long-term research on Namibian cheetahs has provided

ovarian response to gonadotropins; and 3) oocyte quality

fundamental insights into the species’ population biology

and fertilisation in cheetahs of different ages (Crosier

and farmland ecology, as well as genetic health, disease

et al., 2007a). Female cheetahs (divided into three age

risks and human impacts. Studies have been opportunistic

categories) received a single injection of 300 IU eCG

and at the whims of the farming community, highlighting

followed 82-85 h later by an injection of 150 IU hCG.

the fact that conservation problems are not biological but

Twenty-six to 30 h post-hCG, uterine morphology was

have more to do with humans. On-going research is

examined by ultrasound and follicle and corpora lutea

necessary to continue monitoring the species and the

numbers were determined by laparoscopy (Crosier

effects of conservation initiatives.

et al., 2007a). Reproductive studies on female cheetahs

Standardised methodologies developed and published

produced a number of basic findings in addition to oocytes

from these Namibian studies will assist other researchers

being recovered and inseminated in vitro using frozen-

in other countries to safely and effectively develop similar

thawed sperm; 26% of the fertilised cheetah oocytes

programmes so that data are comparable, allowing for both

advanced to at least an 8-cell in vitro stage (Crosier

genetic and disease comparisons between regions to be

et al., 2007a).

analysed and the assessment of risks evaluated between

Total genomic DNA from 313 individual cheetahs

and within countries (Marker, 2002). Genetic analysis of

throughout Namibia was extracted from frozen leukocytes

cheetahs from other countries will provide necessary

and blood (Marker et al., 2008a) and estimates of

information for developing management recommendations

microsatellite size were calculated to assess possible

(Breitenmoser and Breitenmoser, 2001).

geographical structure and levels of gene flow among the

forum

Reproductive studies on female cheetahs have

Namibian cheetahs have the largest home ranges

geographical regions (Marker et al., 2008a). Genetic

(average: 1,600 km2) of any cheetah population studied to

sampling showed similar levels of genetic variation to those

date, encompassing several contiguous farms and often

of East African cheetahs, as well as limited genetic

bordering towns and cities (Marker, 2008b), most of

differentiation between regions (Marker, 2002; Marker

which have both domesticated and feral cats and dogs.

et al., 2008a). These results support the notion of a

Many domestic dogs and cats in Namibia are

genetically panmictic population. Most groups of cheetahs

unvaccinated, and cases of CDV, FCoV, FPV, CPV8, and

in Namibia, whether they were family groups, sibling

FHV1 have been reported (Schneider, 1994). This close

groups or male coalitions, consisted of related animals

proximity of wild cheetahs to infected carnivores provides

(Marker et al., 2008a). Female cheetahs within the CCF

ample opportunity for viral exposure. Additionally, wild

study area were more closely related than were males,

cheetahs trapped by Namibian farmers are often held in

and home range overlap was greater among related than

pens near domestic pets or other wild carnivores, such as

among unrelated cheetahs (Marker 2002; Marker

leopards (Panthera pardus), before being translocated to

et al., 2008a).

new regions (Marker-Kraus et al., 1996). These capture

8- CPV: canine parvovirus
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cages or holding pens would further facilitate viral

tissues, sperm and oocytes, the latter two having the

concentration and transmission.

potential to contribute to genetic management as well as

Countries surrounding Namibia have undertaken sociopolitical developments to redistribute existing farmlands,

to biomedical research, and could help to enhance the
wild population in the future.
Although the techniques used in Namibia would have

which has fragmented the available cheetah habitat and
exacerbated the conflict that already exists between farmers

to be refined depending on individual circumstances, the

and cheetahs (Marker, 2002). In addition, as more

lessons learned through this study have widespread

settlement occurs on the farmlands, the potential for

applications in other places where conservation on private

disease transmission increases, as cheetahs are increasingly

land is critical to the maintenance of viable populations

likely to encounter domestic pets (Marker et al. 2007).

of large carnivores and in those areas most critical for

In addition, the support of a Genome Resource Bank

future cheetah conservation.

when cheetahs are captured, including samples of blood,
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Some good news at last:
discovery of a new orang-utan population
he Nature Conservancy, an American NGO, has just announced the discovery of a

T

previously unknown population of orang-utans (Pongo pygmaeus). This recently

discovered population is located in a remote and virtually inaccessible part of the

island of Borneo, namely the rugged limestone mountains of Sangkulirang, in Eastern
Kalimantan province of Indonesia. This is excellent news since the orang-utan is on the
IUCN1 list of endangered species. The dramatic decline in orang-utan populations is
caused by a variety of pressures on their habitats, including the harvesting of valuable
timber, palm oil plantations, mining and the growing human population. The newly
discovered orang-utan population could number as many as several thousand animals.

1- IUCN: International Union for Conservation of Nature

Mortality in European vultures

T

A recent article in

threat to the survival of vultures not only in India and

the journal Science

Pakistan (unregulated use of diclofenac, a non-

reports on a decline in

steroidal anti-inflammatory drug), but also in Europe.
On 19 July 2008, nine griffon vultures (Gyps fulvus) died

© Jiří Bohdal, www.naturfoto.cz

he indiscriminate use of veterinary medicines is a

the immune systems of
vultures in Spain that

at Labays in the French Pyrenees (Aulon district, Hautes

had fed on the

Pyrénées department). They were found close to the carcass

carcasses of antibiotic-

of a cow that had been euthanised with a barbiturate

treated livestock placed

containing the active principle pentobarbital. This incident was

in ‘muladares’, special

all the more serious in that it was not the first: three griffon

sites where the

vultures had previously died in the neighbouring village of

carcasses of domestic

Ancizan after feeding on the carcass of a euthanised mare.

animals can be left for vultures to feed on. The authors of the

The conservation status of vultures in Europe remains fragile

study go so far as to advise against this practice which, up to

and incidents of this kind should be avoided at all costs.

now, has been seen as a conservation measure.

Griffon vulture (Gyps fulvus)

Prof. Paul-Pierre Pastoret

When carcasses of domestic animals are used to feed
vultures (a measure that is conducive to their survival), they
should be derived from unmedicated animals killed in a way
that will not be detrimental to the animals they are intended to
protect. Other carrion eating birds (or mammals), especially
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Guidelines on Stray Dog Population Control
uring the OIE 77th General

D

Session in May 2009, the OIE’s
174 Members unanimously

adopted the OIE Guidelines on Stray Dog
Population Control.
Stray dogs pose serious human
health, socio-economic, political and
animal welfare problems in many
countries of the world, especially in
© P. Blandín

poorer countries. Whilst acknowledging
that human health is a priority, including
the prevention of zoonotic diseases,
notably rabies, the OIE recognises the

Stray dog, Ganges, Uttar Pradesh, India

importance of controlling dog populations
without causing unnecessary or avoidable animal suffering.
In May 2006, the OIE decided to develop guidance for its Members on humane
methods of stray dog population control, to meet human health, animal health and
animal welfare needs.
The Guidelines clarify that Veterinary Services should take a leading role in
preventing zoonotic diseases and ensuring animal welfare and should be involved in
dog population control, in collaboration with other responsible government agencies
and, as appropriate, non governmental organisations with similar interests.
The new Guidelines follow the same general principles established in the OIE

Terrestrial Animal Health Code Chapter 7.1. (Introduction to the recommendations
for animal welfare) and add some important elements. Due to the association
between dog ecology and human behaviour, there is a need to promote responsible
dog ownership and in some cases to change human behaviour in order to
effectively control stray dog populations. The Guidelines recommend a range of
control measures that can be used in combination, according to the national
context and local circumstances, for effective control of stray dog populations.

12
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new OIE publications
These publications are available for purchase from the OIE e-bookshop www.oie.int (publications)

Scientific and
Technical Review
Vol. 28 (2), 2009
Veterinary education
for global animal
and public health

This issue of the Scientific and Technical Review is
devoted to the improvement of student education in
global animal and public health, and all its numerous
facets, in every veterinary faculty in the world. Its
content will be of interest to all in veterinary
medicine. This set of 49 papers is devoted to defining
the animal and public health education that every

Coordinated by: Donal A. Walsh

veterinary student in the world should receive,
irrespective of their intended career path and whether

August 2009
Trilingual
ISBN 978-92-9044-761-0
Format: 29.7 × 21 cm

or not they will be directly working within the field of veterinary public health.
Other papers are devoted to the question of how this education can be achieved
within an already packed curriculum.

approx. 350 pp., Price: € 55

Aquatic Animal Health Code 2009

The aim of the Aquatic Animal Health Code (the

Aquatic Code) is to ensure the sanitary safety of
Twelfth Edition

international trade in aquatic animals (amphibians,

In English

crustaceans, fish and molluscs) and their products.
This is achieved through the detailing of health

ISBN 978-92-9044-755-9

measures to be used by the Competent Authorities

320 pp.

of importing and exporting countries to avoid the

Format: 21 × 27.7 cm

transfer via trade of agents pathogenic for animals or

Price: € 40

humans, while avoiding unjustified sanitary barriers.
The health measures in the Aquatic Code (in the form
of standards and recommendations) have been formally adopted by the World
Assembly of Delegates. The 12th edition incorporates the modifications to the

Aquatic Code agreed at the 77th General Session in May 2009. These include new
and revised chapters on the following subjects: definitions, diseases listed by the
OIE, general obligations related to certification, certification procedures, quality of
Competent Authorities, crayfish plague, model health certificates for international
trade in live aquatic animals and products of aquatic animal origin, criteria to assess
the safety of aquatic animal commodities and welfare of farmed fish during
transport.
The Aquatic Code can be consulted on the OIE Web site (www.oie.int/eng/normes/

fcode/en_sommaire.htm).
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Terrestrial Animal Health Code,
2009

The aim of the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code
(the Terrestrial Code) is to ensure the sanitary
safety of international trade in terrestrial animals

In English

and their products and the control of OIE-listed
terrestrial animal diseases. This is achieved by

Eighteenth Edition, 2009
Volume 1: ISBN 978-92-9044-741-2

detailing the health measures to be used by the

400 pp

veterinary authorities of importing and exporting
countries to avoid the transfer of agents pathogenic

Volume 2: ISBN 978-92-9044-742-9

for animals or humans, while avoiding unjustified

360 pp

sanitary barriers to trade.

Format 29.7 × 21 cm
Price (Volumes 1 & 2): € 55

The Terrestrial Code contains the reference standards for international trade in
animals and animal products that are recognised under the World Trade
Organization Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures
(the SPS Agreement).
The health measures in the Terrestrial Code are formally adopted by the World
Assembly of Delegates meeting in plenary session each year during the OIE General
Session.
This 18th edition, which will be published in September 2009, incorporates
modifications to the Terrestrial Code agreed at the 77th General Session in May
2009. These include revised chapters on the following subjects: general definitions;
animal health surveillance; import risk analysis; animal health measures applicable
before and at departure; border posts and quarantine stations in the importing
country; design and implementation of identification systems to achieve animal
traceability, zoning and compartmentalisation; application of compartmentalisation;
collection and processing of bovine, small ruminant and porcine semen; general
hygiene in semen collection and processing centres; collection and processing of

in vivo derived embryos from livestock and horses; collection and processing of
in vitro produced embryos/oocytes from livestock and horses; collection and
processing of micromanipulated embryos/oocytes from livestock and horses;
collection and processing of laboratory rodent and rabbit embryos/ova; somatic cell
nuclear transfer in production livestock and horses; general obligations related to
certification; certification procedures; the role of Veterinary Services in food safety;
foot and mouth disease; rabies; bluetongue; rinderpest; acarapisosis of honey bees;
American foulbrood of honey bees; European foulbrood of honey bees; small hive
beetle infestation (Aethina tumida); Tropilaelaps infestation of honey bees; varroosis
of honey bees; avian influenza; Newcastle disease; bovine spongiform
encephalopathy; bovine tuberculosis; contagious bovine pleuropneumonia; African

14
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horse sickness; equine influenza; equine rhinopneumonitis; equine viral arteritis;
scrapie; classical swine fever; Rift Valley fever; bovine cysticercosis; teschovirus
encephalomyelitis.
This edition includes two new chapters on bovine tuberculosis of farmed
cervidae and West Nile fever as well as six new chapters covering the following
topics: surveillance of arthropod vectors of animal diseases; prevention, detection
and control of Salmonella in poultry; introduction to the recommendations for
controlling antimicrobial resistance; guidelines on stray dog population control;
control of hazards of animal health and public health importance in animal feed;
status for OIE listed diseases: procedures for self declaration and for official
recognition by the OIE.
The chapter on leptospirosis has been deleted from this edition.
The Terrestrial Code may be accessed on the OIE Web site at the following
address: www.oie.int/eng/normes/mcode/en_sommaire.htm.

Compendium of Technical
Items presented
to the International
Committee or to
Regional Commissions
of the OIE, 2008

The “technical items” in these compendiums are
on topics of current interest chosen by OIE
Member Countries and Territories and consist of
reports by leading international experts in the field.
The texts are published in the languages in
which they were presented to OIE Members
(English and, where appropriate, French, Spanish

In English, French,

or Russian) at annual General Sessions of the OIE

Spanish and Russian
ISBN 978-92-9044-738-2

International Committee or at biennial Conferences
of the five OIE Regional Commissions.

270 pp.
Price: € 30

Contents
Integrating small farmers in animal health programmes – Implication of private
standards in international trade of animals and animals products – Practical
application of OIE standards and guidelines on compartmentalisation – Strategy
for controlling bluetongue, including the application of vaccines –
Biotechnology and its application to veterinary science – Implementation of OIE
international standards by OIE Members

2009 • 3

15

meetings and visits
Name and function of OIE permanent staff who
participated in meetings or visits: April to June 2009
Headquarters
General Directorate
Bernard Vallat
Monique Éloit

Director General
Deputy Director General (Administration,
Finance and Staff Management)
Alex Thiermann
Advisor to the Director General
and President of the OIE Terrestrial Animal
Health Standards Commission
Maria Zampaglione
Head of the Communication Unit
Glaïeul Mamaghani
Deputy Head of the Communication Unit
Alain Dehove
Co-ordinator of the World Animal Health
and Welfare Fund
Margarita Gómez-Riela
Assistant to the World Fund Coordinator
Alix Weng
Head of the Accounts Unit
Jean-Pierre Croiziers
Head of the Human Resources
and Budget Management Unit
Marie Bonnerot
Assistant of the Human Resources
and Budget Management Unit
Administration and Management Systems Department
Daniel Chaisemartin
Head of Department
Bertrand Flahault
Deputy Head of Department
Alejandra Torres-Balmont Conference Coordinator
Animal Health Information Department
Karim Ben Jebara
Head of Department
Francesco Berlingieri
Deputy Head of Department
Laure Weber-Vintzel
Chargée de mission
Mariela Varas
Chargée de mission
Alice Mukakanamugire
Chargée de mission
Alessandro Ripani
Chargé de mission
International Trade Department
Sarah Kahn
Head of Department
Yamato Atagi
Deputy Head of Department
Leopoldo Stuardo
Chargé de mission
Wim Pelgrim
Chargé de mission
Gillian Mylrea
Chargée de mission
Publications Department
Paul-Pierre Pastoret
Head of Department
Annie Souyri
Deputy Head of Department
Tamara Benicasa
Sales and Marketing Agent
Marie Teissier
Documentalist
Saraï Suarez
Bilingual Secretary
Scientific and Technical Department
Elisabeth Erlacher-Vindel Deputy Head of Department
Kate Glynn
Chargée de mission
Yong Joo Kim
Chargé de mission
Keith Hamilton
OFFLU (Joint OIE/FAO worldwide scientific
network for the control of animal influenza)
Coordinator
François Diaz
Officer in charge of validation of diagnostic
assays
Lea Knopf
Officer in charge of the recognition of
countries’ animal disease status
Sara Linnane
Scientific Editor
Regional Activities Department
Gastón Funes
Head of Department
Mara Elma González Ortiz Deputy Head of Department
Stéphane Berlaud
Chargé de mission
Marie Edan
Chargée de mission
Nilton Antônio de Morais Chargé de mission
Nathaly Monsalve
Bilingual Secretary
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OIE Regional and Sub-Regional Representations
Africa
Abdoulaye Bouna Niang
Yacouba Samake
Daniel Bourzat
Mariam Minta
Aissata Bagayoko
Bonaventure J. Mtei
Patrick Bastiaensen
Nomsa Thekiso
Faouzi Kechrid
Vincent Brioudes
Americas
Luis Osvaldo Barcos
Osvaldo Luján Ibarra
Alicia Susana Palmas
Leandro Barcos
José Joaquín Oreamuno
Toledo
Yolanda Conte
Asia and the Pacific
Teruhide Fujita
Itsuo Shimohira
Kenji Sakurai
Yumiko Sakurai
Ikuo Koike
Matasuke Yamage
Than Hla
Sayuri Tagawa
Takako Shimizu
Kazue Akagawa
Ronello C. Abila
John Stratton
Alexandre Bouchot
Nichola Hungerford
Tri Satya Putri Naipospos
Jaruwan Angvanitchakul
Eastern Europe
Nikola T. Belev
Rina Kostova
Stanislav Ralchev
Anatoly Vlasov
Caroline Planté
Middle East
Ghazi Yehia
Pierre Primot
Mustapha Mestom
Rita Rizk
Hani Imam
Khodr Rejeili
Mahmoud Gaddaf

Regional Representative
for Africa (Bamako, Mali)
Deputy Regional
Representative (Bamako, Mali)
Advisor to the Regional
Representative for Africa (Bamako, Mali)
Secretary (Bamako, Mali)
Secretary (Bamako, Mali)
Sub-Regional Representative
for Southern Africa (Gaborone, Botswana)
Chargé de mission (Gaborone, Botswana)
Secretary (Gaborone, Botswana)
Sub-Regional Representative
for North Africa (Tunis, Tunisia)
Technical Assistant (Tunis, Tunisia)
Regional Representative for the Americas
(Buenos Aires, Argentina)
Senior Technician (Buenos Aires, Argentina)
Secretary (Buenos Aires, Argentina)
Technical Assistant (Buenos Aires, Argentina)
Sub-Regional Representative for Central
America (Panama City, Panama)
Secretary (Panama City, Panama)
Regional Representative for Asia
and the Pacific (Tokyo, Japan)
Senior Deputy Regional
Representative (Tokyo, Japan)
Deputy Regional Representative
(Tokyo, Japan)
Chargée de mission (Tokyo, Japan)
Technical Consultant (Tokyo, Japan)
Technical Consultant (Tokyo, Japan)
Technical Consultant (Tokyo, Japan)
Regional Veterinary Officer (Tokyo, Japan)
Secretary (Tokyo, Japan)
Secretary (Tokyo, Japan)
Sub-Regional Representative
for South-East Asia (Bangkok, Thailand)
PSVS (OIE/AusAID Programme on
Strengthening Veterinary Services)
Programme Coordinator (Bangkok, Thailand)
Chargé de mission (Bangkok, Thailand)
Communications Officer, SEAFMD
(Southeast Asia Foot and Mouth
Disease Campaign) (Bangkok, Thailand)
Chargée de mission (Bangkok, Thailand)
Secretary (Bangkok, Thailand)
Regional Representative for Eastern Europe
(Sofia, Bulgaria) and President of the OIE
Regional Commission for Europe
Secretary (Sofia, Bulgaria)
Technical Assistant (Sofia, Bulgaria)
Expert (Sofia, Bulgaria)
Sub-Regional Representative
(Brussels, Belgium)
Regional Representative
for the Middle East (Beirut, Lebanon)
Chargé de mission (Beirut, Lebanon)
Consultant (Beirut, Lebanon)
Secretary (Beirut, Lebanon)
Secretary (Beirut, Lebanon)
Assistant (Beirut, Lebanon)
Assistant (Beirut, Lebanon)

OIE news
Name and function of experts who represented the OIE in meetings or visits
Jacques Acar
Gideon Brückner
Carlos A. Correa Messuti
Patrick Dehaumont
Bruno Garin-Bastuji
Rosário Gonçalves
Stuart K. Hargreaves

Member of the OIE ad hoc Group on
Antimicrobial Resistance
President of the OIE Scientific Commission for
Animal Diseases
President of the OIE World Assembly of
Delegates and OIE Delegate of Uruguay
OIE Collaborating Centre for Veterinary
Medicinal Products
OIE Expert – OIE/FAO Reference Laboratory for
Brucellosis
OIE Expert
Member of the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health
Standards Commission and OIE Delegate of
Zimbabwe

Emilio León

Anne MacKenzie
Gardner Murray
Stuart Slorach
François Thiaucourt
David Wilson

OIE Collaborating Centre for Training of
Official Veterinarians, OIE PVS Expert and
Member of the OIE ad hoc Group on
Evaluation of Veterinary Services
OIE Consultant
President of the OIE Regional Commission for
Asia, the Far East and Oceania and OIE
Delegate of Australia
Chairman of the OIE Working Group on Animal
Production Food Safety
OIE Expert (OIE Reference Laboratory for
Contagious Bovine Pleuropneumonia and for
Contagious Caprine Pleuropneumonia)
OIE Consultant

meetings and visits
January 2009 (see also Bulletin No. 2-2009)
Title of the event

Place

Date

Participants

Meeting with Hong Kong Government on surveillance
for avian influenza in wild birds and domestic animals
along migratory flyways

Hong Kong (Special
Administrative Region
of the People’s
Republic of China)
Lilongwe (Malawi)

9 January 2009

Dr T. Fujita & Dr M. Yamage

12-13 January 2009

Dr P. Bastiaensen

26-29 January 2009

Dr Y. Samaké

26-30 January 2009

Prof. Dr N.T. Belev

27-29 January 2009

Dr G. Yehia

Mission to assess the suitability of the Centre for Ticks
and Tick-borne Diseases (CTTBD) to host a forthcoming
training course on WAHIS for OIE Member Countries
in the Southern African Development Community (SADC)
region in April 2009
3rd meeting of the West African Economic
Lome (Togo)
and Monetary Union (WAEMU) Veterinary Committee
Veterinary Week Conference
Sofia (Bulgaria)
Rift Valley Fever Workshop on ‘An Integrated Approach
to Controlling Rift Valley Fever in Africa and the Middle East’ Cairo (Egypt)

February 2009 (see also Bulletin No. 2-2009)
Title of the event

Place

Date

Participants

Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
Plus Three Workshop on Animal and Human Health
Collaboration for Emerging and Neglected
Zoonotic Diseases

Vientiane (Laos)

3-5 February 2009

Dr Y. Sakurai, Dr R.C. Abila & Dr G. Murray

8th meeting of the Upper Mekong Working Group on Zoning
for Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD)
and Animal Movement Management
Preparatory meetings with the host country (Thailand)
for the OIE Regional Workshop
for Newly Assigned Delegates of Asia

Mangshi (People’s
Republic of China)

9-12 February 2009

Dr I. Shimohira, Dr K. Sakurai, Dr R.C. Abila &
Dr G. Murray

Phuket (Thailand)

27-28 February 2009

Dr T. Fujita

March 2009 (see also Bulletin No. 2-2009)
Title of the event

Place

Preparatory Working Group Meetings with Department
Hanoi & Nam Dinh
of Animal Health of Vietnam and other related organisations (Vietnam)
for the implementation of ‘Avian Influenza
(AI) surveillance in wild birds and domestic animals’

Date

Participants

3-4 March 2009

Dr K. Sakurai & Dr M. Yamage
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March 2009 (cont.) (see also Bulletin No. 2-2009)
Title of the event

Place

Date

Participants

Preparatory meeting for Technical Meeting on surveillance
Sapporo (Japan)
for avian influenza in wild birds and domestic animals along
migratory flyways, under the OIE/JTF Programme for
Strengthening Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI)
Control in Asia

13 March 2009

Dr K. Sakurai

1st Training Session on ‘Applied Epidemiology’ for Brazilian
State Veterinary Services Officials
Preparatory meeting on SAARC (South Asian Association
for Regional Cooperation) Sub-Regional GF-TADs (Global
Framework for the Progressive Control of Transboundary
Animal Diseases) Meeting
4th Session of the International Plant Protection Convention
(IPPC) Commission on Phytosanitary Measures
1st Training Course for Brazilian Auditors of the Brazilian
Sanitary Defense System
3rd EpiSouth Project Meeting

Rio de Janeiro (Brazil)

16-18 March 2009

Dr P. Bastiaensen

Kathmandu (Nepal)

26-27 March 2009

Dr I. Shimohira & Dr T. Hla

Rome (Italy)

30 March – 3 April 2009 Dr G. Mylrea

Pirenópolis (Brazil)

30 March – 2 April 2009 Dr G. Funes & Dr E. León

Sofia (Bulgaria)

30 March – 1 April 2009 Dr K. Ben Jebara & Dr S. Ralchev

Title of the event

Place

Date

Participants

Influenza Animal-Human Interface Meeting

Atlanta (United States
of America)

1-3 April 2009

Dr K. Glynn

April 2009

Meeting on Veterinary and Medical Research
Better Training for Safer Food (BTSF) High Level Conference

Maisons-Alfort (France) 2 April 2009
Addis Ababa (Ethiopia) 2-9 April 2009
& Nairobi (Kenya)
International Seminar: ‘Managing Health and Environmental Brussels (Belgium)
3 April 2009
Risks and Crises’ (IFRI)
7th International Symposium on Avian Influenza
Athens (United States 5-8 April 2009
of America)
OIE Regional Workshop for Newly Assigned Delegates of Asia Phuket (Thailand)
6-7 April 2009
OIE Regional Seminar on the World Animal Health
Information System (WAHIS) and World Animal Health
Information Database (WAHID) for Secretariat
of the Pacific Community (SPC) countries
5th Round Table for the Surveillance and Control
of Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD) in the Middle East
Preparatory meeting with ASEAN and FAO-RAP (FAO Regional
Office for Asia and the Pacific) for GF-TADs
4th Meeting of the GF-TADs Regional Steering Committee
for the Middle East
Avian Influenza (AI) Study Mission for the implementation
of AI surveillance in wild birds and domestic animals
2nd meeting of the heads of veterinary organisations of
Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) member countries
Joint training course on WAHIS and WAHID implementation
for focal points on aquatic animal diseases (basic) and on
animal disease notification (advanced)
OIE Regional Seminar on Food Safety for OIE Delegates
and Food Safety Focal Points from Europe
2nd Regional OIE/AusAID Programme on Strengthening
Veterinary Services (PSVS) Workshop
on Veterinary Legislation and Governance
Rabies Action Group meeting, Alliance
for Rabies Control (ARC)
Avian Influenza (AI) Study Mission for the implementation
of AI surveillance in wild birds and domestic animals
SADC Livestock Technical Committee (LTC) meeting
General Assembly of the European Commission
for the Control of Foot and Mouth Disease (EuFMD)
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Dr A. Dehove & Prof. P.-P. Pastoret
Dr B. Vallat, Dr A. Dehove & Dr D. Bourzat
Dr A. Dehove
Dr K. Glynn & Dr K. Hamilton
Dr A. Thiermann, Dr T. Fujita,
Dr I. Shimohira & Dr R.C. Abila
Dr K. Sakurai

Fiji

6-9 April 2009

Beirut (Lebanon)

7-8 April 2009

Bangkok (Thailand)

9 April 2009

Dr G. Funes, Dr G. Yehia, Dr P. Primot &
Dr G. Brückner
Dr T. Fujita, Dr I. Shimohira & Dr T. Hla

Beirut (Lebanon)

9 April 2009

Dr G. Funes, Dr G. Yehia & Dr P. Primot

Vientiane (Laos)

20-21 April 2009

Dr K. Sakurai & Dr M. Yamage

Antalya (Turkey)

20-21 April 2009

Dr D. Bourzat

Lilongwe (Malawi)

21-24 April 2009

Dr K. Ben Jebara, Dr L. Weber-Vintzel,
Dr B.J. Mtei & Dr P. Bastiaensen

Sofia (Bulgaria)

22-24 April 2009

Chiang Mai (Thailand)

23-24 April 2009

Dr W. Pelgrim, Mr J.-P. Croiziers,
Prof. Dr N.T. Belev, Dr S. Ralchev, Dr A. Vlasov,
Dr C. Planté, Ms R. Kostova & Dr S. Slorach
Dr K. Sakurai, Dr R.C. Abila, Dr J. Stratton &
Dr A. Bouchot

Banna (Italy)

27-29 April 2009

Dr L. Knopf

Ulan Bator (Mongolia)

28 April 2009

Dr K. Sakurai & Dr M. Yamage

Gaborone (Botswana)
FAO Headquarters,
Rome (Italy)

28-30 April 2009
28-30 April 2009

Dr B.J. Mtei & Dr S.K. Hargreaves
Dr Y.J. Kim & Dr C. Planté

OIE news

meetings and visits
April 2009 (cont.)
Title of the event

Place

Date

Participants

Briefing on the current influenza A/H1N1 situation
with WHO and Ministry of Public Health of Thailand
41st Plenary Meeting of the EFSA (European Food Safety
Authority) Animal Health and Animal Welfare Panel (AHAW)

Bangkok (Thailand)

29 April 2009

Dr R.C. Abila

Parma (Italy)

29-30 April 2009

Dr C. Planté

Spring Meeting of the International Poultry Council (IPC)
Preparatory meetings and arrangements for the FAO/OIE
Sub-Regional Meeting of GF-TADs in the ASEAN Region

Rome (Italy)
Jakarta (Indonesia)

30 April – 1 May 2009
30 April – 1 May 2009

Dr Y. Atagi
Dr T. Fujita & Dr T. Hla

Title of the event

Place

Date

Participants

Joint OIE/FAO/PAHO/WHO/IICA/OIRSA mission on influenza

Mexico City (Mexico)

3-10 May 2009

Dr K. Hamilton & Dr J.J. Oreamuno Toledo

8th meeting of the ASEAN HPAI Task Force
Meeting on the Framework Agreement
with the European Commission
17th meeting of the ASEAN Sectoral
Working Group on Livestock (ASWGL)
World Animal Forum (WAF) Annual Meeting 2009
Steering Committee for the Disease Prioritisation Project

Yogyakarta (Indonesia) 5 May 2009
Brussels (Belgium)
6 May 2009

Dr I. Shimohira & Dr R.C. Abila
Dr M. Éloit & Dr A. Dehove

Yogyakarta (Indonesia) 6-8 May 2009

Dr I. Shimohira & Dr R.C. Abila

Banna (Italy)
OIE Headquarters,
Paris (France)
Brussels (Belgium)
Rome (Italy)
Natal (Brazil)

6-8 May 2009
7 May 2009

Dr W. Pelgrim
Dr E. Erlacher-Vindel & Dr K. Hamilton

11 May 2009
11-14 May 2009
11-15 May 2009

Dr A. Dehove
Dr L. Knopf & Dr B. Garin-Bastuji
Dr P. Dehaumont

VLA Headquarters,
Addlestone (United
Kingdom)
Talavera de la Reina
(Spain)
Antwerp (Belgium)
Tokyo (Japan)

12 May 2009

Dr K. Hamilton

12-13 May 2009

Dr A. Thiermann

12-15 May 2009
13-14 May 2009

Dr A. Dehove & Dr M. Edan
Dr T. Fujita, Dr I. Shimohira, Dr K. Sakurai,
Dr I. Koike, Dr M. Yamage, Dr T. Hla &
Dr S. Tagawa

May 2009

Development briefing on Food Safety and Health Standards
FAO Technical Meeting on Brucellosis
18th Meeting of the Codex Alimentarius Committee
on Residues of Veterinary Drugs in Foods (CCRVDF)
To discuss coordination of OIE and FAO laboratory
capacity building activities in the Botswana National
Veterinary Laboratory
1st International Meeting on Animal Protection
and Welfare in Animal Production
Livestock Week
2nd OIE Regional Expert Group Meeting for implementation
of the programme on surveillance for avian influenza
in wild birds and domestic animals along migratory
flyways, under the OIE/JTF Programme for Strengthening
HPAI Control in Asia
Merial European Vaccinology Symposium: ‘Vaccination
Challenges in Ageing Populations’
62nd World Health Assembly, WHO
3rd meeting of the European Commission
(EC) Steering Group on Animal Health Law
Workshop on ‘One World One Health’, organised
by Thailand’s Department of Disease Control,
Ministry of Public Health, in association with
Thailand’s Department of Livestock Development
12th CHITEC (China Beijing International High-Tech Expo)
International Forum on Innovation and Development
of High-Tech Enterprises – Annual Conference of Leaders
in the World of Business and Academia
77th General Session of the OIE
Meeting on the Mediterranean Network
for Animal Health (REMESA)
Joint FAO/WHO Expert Meeting on the Application
of Nanotechnologies in the Food and Agriculture Sectors:
Potential Food Safety Implications
Rift Valley Fever Modelling and
Risk Analysis for the Middle East

Prague (Czech Republic) 13-15 May 2009

Prof. P.-P. Pastoret

Geneva (Switzerland)
Brussels (Belgium)

18-19 May 2009
19 May 2009

Dr K. Glynn
Dr A. Dehove & Dr C. Planté

Chonburi (Thailand)

19-21 May 2009

Dr R.C. Abila

Beijing (People’s
Republic of China)

20-22 May 2009

Dr G. Murray

Paris (France)
Paris (France)

24-29 May 2009
27 May 2009

OIE
Dr C. Planté & Dr V. Brioudes

Rome (Italy)

28 May – 6 June 2009

Dr A. MacKenzie

Paris (France)

29 May 2009

Dr G. Funes, Dr K. Ben Jebara,
Dr E. Erlacher-Vindel, Dr L. Knopf,
Dr L. Weber-Vintzel, Dr G. Yehia, Dr P. Primot,
Mr H. Imam & Dr G. Brückner
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OIE news

meetings and visits
June 2009
Title of the event

Place

Date

Participants

2nd Seminar of the Network of OIE Bluetongue
Reference Laboratories

Pineto, Teramo (Italy)

1-2 June 2009

Dr A. Ripani

World Bank Workshop on INAP (Integrated National Action
Programme) Implementation Completion
Follow-up on a range of matters relating to the OIE Regional
Coordination Unit (RCU) in Bangkok
National Seminar under the PSVS Programme, provision
of advice on FMD control, and meeting with senior officials
AHIS (Animal Health Information Specialists)
Annual Conference 2009
Annual General Meeting of the World Society
for the Protection of Animals (WSPA)
Global Rinderpest Eradication Programme (GREP) Experts
Consultation meeting: ‘Will rinderpest
virus ever die – what lies beyond 2010’
15th Annual Meetings of the National Laboratories
for Newcastle disease and Avian Influenza of European
Union Member States 2009
The European Association for Health Information
and Libraries (EAHIL) Workshop 2009
42nd Plenary Meeting of the EFSA (European Food Safety
Authority) Animal Health and Animal Welfare Panel (AHAW)
FAO/OIE Sub-Regional Meeting
of the GF-TADs for SAARC Region
World Grain Forum 2009

Rome (Italy)

1-2 June 2009

Dr A. Dehove & Dr N.A. de Morais

Bangkok (Thailand)

1-18 June 2009

Dr G. Murray

Yangon (Myanmar)

1-18 June 2009

Dr G. Murray

Dublin (Ireland)

2 June 2009

Ms M. Teissier

London
(United Kingdom)
Rome (Italy)

2-3 June 2009

Dr B. Vallat & Dr S. Kahn

2-3 June 2009

Dr Y.J. Kim

Puławy (Poland)

3-4 June 2009

Dr K. Hamilton

Dublin (Ireland)

3-5 June 2009

Ms M. Teissier

Parma (Italy)

3-5 June 2009

Dr C. Planté

Kathmandu (Nepal)

4-5 June 2009

Dr T. Fujita, Dr I. Shimohira & Dr T. Hla

Saint Petersburg
(Russia)
Hammamet (Tunisia)

5-7 June 2009

Dr B. Vallat & Prof. Dr N.T. Belev

6-7 June 2009

Dr L. Knopf

Brussels (Belgium)

8 June 2009

Dr F. Diaz

Padua (Italy)

8-9 June 2009

Dr A. Thiermann & Dr K. Glynn

Maseru (Lesotho)

8-10 June 2009

Vienna (Austria)

8-11 June 2009

Dr G. Mylrea, Dr B.J. Mtei, Dr P. Bastiaensen,
Dr D. Bourzat, Dr G. Brückner &
Dr S.K. Hargreaves
Dr E. Erlacher-Vindel

Tha-Phra (Thailand)

8-11 June 2009

Dr T. Fujita, Dr K. Sakurai & Dr S. Tagawa

Padua (Italy)

10-12 June 2009

Dr G. Brückner

Gran Canaria (Spain)

10-12 June 2009

Dr R. Gonçalves & Dr F. Thiaucourt

Maseru (Lesotho)

11-12 June 2009

Cannes (France)

11-12 June 2009

Dr G. Mylrea, Dr B.J. Mtei, Dr P. Bastiaensen,
Dr D. Bourzat, Dr G. Brückner
& Dr S.K. Hargreaves
Dr S. Kahn

Rome (Italy)

12 June 2009

Dr A. Thiermann, Dr A. Dehove & Dr K. Glynn

Brussels (Belgium)

12 June 2009

Dr C. Planté

Scientific Colloquium: ‘Rabies and Emerging Viral
Diseases in North Africa and Western Europe’
General Assembly of the European Manufacturers
of Veterinary Diagnostics (EMVD)
Planning group for 2nd Verona Technical Consultation
on Avian Influenza and other Zoonoses at the AnimalHuman Interface
WTO technical workshop on SPS measures for Englishspeaking SADC member countries, in collaboration
with OIE, IPPC and Codex Alimentarius
FAO/IAEA International Symposium on Sustainable
Improvement of Animal Production and Health
2nd OIE/FAO-APHCA Regional Workshop on Brucellosis
Diagnosis and Control with the emphasis on Brucella
melitensis
Seminar on protecting against equine diseases
in a changing international environment
Meeting on Mycoplasmology ‘A review of developments
over the last decade’
OIE Regional Seminar on: ‘Importation of animal products:
threat or opportunity?’
Annual Congress of the European Fat Processors and
Renderers Association (EFPRA)
Joint FAO/OIE/WHO/USAID (United States Agency
for International Development) Meeting: ‘Strengthening
Animal/Human Health Laboratory Capacities’
General Assembly of the European Federation for Animal
Health and Sanitary Security (FESASS)
5th meeting of the Animal Health Advisory Committee
(AHAC) – Working Group of the Advisory Group on the Food
Chain and Animal and Plant Health
1st meeting of the WHO Advisory Group on Integrated
Surveillance of Antimicrobial Resistance (AGISAR)
WTO technical workshop on SPS measures for Frenchspeaking African countries, in collaboration with OIE,
IPPC and Codex Alimentarius
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European Commission 15 June 2009
Headquarters, Brussels
(Belgium)
Copenhagen (Denmark) 15-19 June 2009

Prof. J. Acar

Douala (Cameroon)

Dr K. Ben Jebara & Dr Y. Samaké

16-19 June 2009

Dr A. Dehove & Dr C. Planté

OIE news

meetings and visits
June 2009 (cont.)
Title of the event

Place

Date

Participants

136th Session of the FAO Council
1st meeting of the Steering Group on Evaluation of the
European Union (EU) Emergency Preparedness

Rome (Italy)
European Commission
Headquarters, Brussels
(Belgium)
afssa Headquarters,
Maisons-Alfort (France)
Santiago (Chile)

17 June 2009
17 June 2009

Dr M. Éloit
Dr C. Planté

17 June 2009

Dr F. Diaz

17-18 June 2009

Dr A. Ripani

Madrid (Spain)

17-20 June 2009

Madrid (Spain)

19 June 2009

Nadi (Fiji)

22-24 June 2009

Geneva (Switzerland)

22-25 June 2009

Dr E. Erlacher-Vindel, Dr K. Glynn,
Dr K. Hamilton & Ms T. Benicasa
Dr E. Erlacher-Vindel, Dr K. Glynn &
Dr K. Hamilton
Dr T. Fujita, Dr I. Shimohira &
Dr T. Hla
Dr A. Dehove, Dr S. Kahn & Dr W. Pelgrim

Plovdiv (Bulgaria)
Asunción (Paraguay)

23-24 June 2009
24-26 June 2009

Vladimir (Russia)

25 June 2009

Prof. Dr N.T. Belev & Dr S. Ralchev
Dr C.A. Correa Messuti, Dr B. Vallat,
Dr A. Thiermann, Dr D. Chaisemartin,
Dr G. Funes, Dr L. Knopf, Dr Y.J. Kim,
Ms M. Zampaglione, Ms A. Torres-Balmont,
Dr L.O. Barcos, Dr O.L. Ibarra, Dr L. Barcos,
Dr J.J. Oreamuno Toledo, Dr A.B. Niang,
Dr B.J. Mtei, Dr P. Bastiaensen, Dr F. Kechrid,
Dr V. Brioudes, Dr G. Yehia, Dr P. Primot,
Dr C. Planté, Dr K. Sakurai, Dr R.C. Abila,
Dr A. Bouchot, Dr G. Brückner & Dr G. Murray
Dr K. Hamilton

Nadi (Fiji)

25-26 June 2009

Dr T. Fujita, Dr I. Shimohira & Dr T. Hla

Geneva (Switzerland)

26-27 June 2009

Dr S. Kahn

Lübeck (Germany)

29 June 2009

Dr A. Dehove

Brussels (Belgium)

29 June 2009

Dr M. Éloit

Rome (Italy)
Rome (Italy)

29 June 2009
29 June – 4 July 2009

Rome (Italy)
OIE Headquarters,
Paris (France)

30 June 2009
30 June – 2 July 2009

Dr K. Glynn & Dr K. Ben Jebara
Dr B. Vallat, Dr G. Mylrea, Dr W. Pelgrim
& Ms S. Suarez
Dr A. Dehove
Dr E. Erlacher-Vindel, Dr K. Hamilton &
Dr F. Diaz

Symposium on ‘Weakening, collapse and
mortality of bee colonies’
USAID International Workshop on surveillance
of wild birds for avian influenza
14th International Symposium of the World Association
of Veterinary Laboratories Diagnosticians (WAVLD)
9th OIE/WAVLD Seminar on ‘Veterinary Laboratory Networks
and Networking’
GF-TADs Sub-Regional Meeting for Pacific Heads of
Veterinary and Animal Health Production Services (PHOVAPS)
45th Meeting of the WTO SPS Committee (Agreement
on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures)
Conference on ‘One Health: effective herd health control’
OIE/FAO Global Conference on Foot and Mouth Disease
with the support of the European Commission: ‘The way
towards global control’

Final Workshop for OIE Laboratory twinning between
IZSVe (Italy) and FGI-Arriah (Russia) for avian influenza
and Newcastle disease
GF-TADs Sub-Regional Meeting for Secretariat
of the Pacific Community (SPC) countries
Standards and Trade Development Facility (STDF)
Working Group Meeting
10th Biennial Conference of the Society for Tropical
Veterinary Medicine (STVM)
World Customs Organization (WCO) Inter-Agency Forum
on Co-ordinated Border Management
WHO/FAO/OIE Zoonotic Risk for H5N1 Infection
32nd Session of the Codex Alimentarius Commission
Working Group on Biosecurity Guidelines in Pig Production
WHO/OIE/FAO Biosafety and Laboratory Biosecurity
Meeting for animal and human health stakeholders
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news
from headquarters
Staff changes

Food Safety Agency (AFSSA) as Director Advisor to the
Director General. From February 2005 to March 2009, she

Arrivals

worked at the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries as Deputy
Director General for Food and Head of the Veterinary
Services, where she had to deal with the avian influenza and

Administration, Finances
and Management Department

bluetongue crises. She was also responsible for veterinary
matters during the French Presidency of the European Union
in the second half of 2009. She is warmly welcomed by the

Dr Monique Éloit

staff at the OIE Headquarters.

Scientific and Technical Department
Dr Kazuaki Miyagishima
Dr Kazuaki Miyagishima joined the OIE as Head of the
Scientific and Technical Department on 1 August 2009. He
studied medicine and
received his Doctor of
Medicine degree from
Dr Monique Éloit was appointed Deputy Director General

the University of Tokyo,

of the World Organisation for Animal Health, in charge

Japan. He also received

of administration, finances and staff management,

an International Diploma

on 1 April 2009.

of Public Administration
from the Ecole Nationale

Monique Éloit was born on 16 March 1958. She passed

d'Administration,

the competitive entrance exam to study veterinary medicine at
the National Veterinary School in Alfort, France, where she

France, and a PhD degree in medical sciences from Showa

qualified as a veterinarian in 1981. She continued her studies

University, Japan. After postgraduate studies in physiology, he

at the French National School of Veterinary Services in 1982.

joined the Japanese Ministry of Health and Welfare as

From 1982 to 1999, she worked at the General

22

medical officer, with responsibilities including health policy

Directorate for Food at the French Ministry of Agriculture,

planning, maternal and child health, medical personnel

where she was responsible for the farm animal production

training, and mental health. From 1994 to 1998, he worked

sector. During the period 1990 to 1999, she was responsible

as a scientist in the Food Safety Programme at WHO

for animal protection and the starting up of the French oral

headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland. In 1998 he became an

rabies vaccination programme for foxes, then deputy at the

Associate Professor in public health and health policy at

animal health sub directorate, and finally deputy to the head

Kyoto University, Japan. In 2003, he was appointed Secretary

of the French Veterinary Services. From May 1999 to

of the Codex Alimentarius Commission by the Directors-

February 2005 she changed direction, joining the French

General of FAO and WHO.
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OIE news
Mady Malheiros Barbeitas

and also obtained a diploma in bioinformatics from the
Mady Malheiros

Pasteur Institute/ Paris VII University. She then undertook

Barbeitas worked in

postdoctoral studies at Kyoto University Bioinformatics Center,

the OIE Scientific and

Japan, where she familiarised herself with computer

Technical Department

techniques applied to the analysis of biological data.

from 5 March to

On her return to France, she joined the start-up firm

5 June 2009. She is

Atragene Bioinformatics in 2004, applying her skills to the

currently completing

development of various tools and a laboratory data analysis

her studies at the

portal. She then became computer project manager and head

University of Brasilia,

of the Web site development unit in the consultancy branch

Brazil. While at the

Atragene Conseil, where her work included supervising the

OIE, Mady worked on the topic ‘Laboratory networks as an

development of various applications and intranet/extranet

important tool in the prevention of animal diseases’. Her

projects at the headquarters of the firm Air Liquide.

report covered networks in the animal health field, OIE
Reference Laboratories and Collaborating Centres and the
OIE twinning programme. The numerous maps in Mady’s

Alejandro Cruz

report help to illustrate the current distribution of OIE

Alejandro Cruz, who has a diploma in

Reference Laboratory networks and will be useful for future

tourism, joined the OIE as Conference

presentations on this topic, in particular for the development

Assistant on 1 April 2009. Alejandro

of the OIE laboratory twinning programme.

studied in Belgium as a tourism
manager and created a tour operator
specialising in the hospitality sector,
including the organisational planning

Administration and
Management Systems Department

and strategy for congresses. In
recognition of his professional
expertise, gained both in Europe and his home country

Dr Adeline Bichet

Mexico, he received an award of merit from the Ministry of
Dr Adeline Bichet joined the

Agriculture of Mexico in 1991-92 and a distinction award

Administration and

from the magazine Casa & Gente in September 2002. He has

Management Systems

joined the team at the Administration and Management

Department as Computer

Systems Department to develop new strategies aimed at

Project Officer on 9 February

rationalising travel arrangements throughout the OIE.

2009.
In 2001, Adeline
completed a doctorate in plant
molecular and cell biology at
Paris VI University, having successfully defended her thesis at
INRA, the French National Institute for Agricultural Research,
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OIE news

Activities of the International
International Trade Department
Dr Jorge Nestor Amaya, Delegate of Argentina

Dr Wim Pelgrim

to the OIE and Representative of the Argentinian Government
Dr Wim Pelgrim,

Dr Barry O’Neil, President of the OIE

who has joined the
International Trade
Department as a

Mr Lourens Bosman,
Chair of the International Federation of Agricultural Producers
(IFAP) Group on Meats and Feeds, and Member

Chargé de Mission,

of the IFAP Executive Committee

graduated as a

Mr Michael Scannell,

Doctor of Veterinary

Adviser to the Animal Health and Welfare Director,

Medicine from the

European Commission Directorate-General for Health

University of Utrecht

and Consumers (DG SANCO)

in The Netherlands

Mrs Irene Hoffmann,

in 1992, having first completed training as an

Head of the Animal Production Service, FAO

agricultural engineer.
He worked for a short period as a veterinary

Dr Kazuaki Miyagishima,
Secretary of the Codex Alimentarius Commission

practitioner in The Netherlands. Since 1996, he has

Dr Peter Fernandez,

held several different positions in the Dutch

Head of the USDA Delegation

government services: veterinary inspector at a border
post, policy advisor on international trade and policy

Dr Luis Barcos,
OIE Regional Representative for the Americas

advisor on the prevention and control of animal

Delegates to the OIE

diseases of ruminants. From 2007 onwards he was

Honourable participants

closely involved in the development of control
programmes for bluetongue and Q-fever.
For several years, he has also been actively

There are almost 500 of you here today who have come from
all over the world to take part in this event organised by teams

involved in providing agricultural and veterinary advice

from the OIE Headquarters in Paris and the Organisation’s

for a rural development project in Ecuador, in the

Regional Representation in Buenos Aires. It gives me very great

Province of Cañar.

pleasure to welcome you to this Conference on Animal

Wim is very pleased to have joined the
International Trade Department and hopes that his

Identification and Traceability, ‘From Farm to Fork’.
First of all, on your behalf I should like to thank the

knowledge and experience will contribute to the

Argentinian Government for hosting and helping to finance this

important work of the OIE.

conference. I should also like to express my gratitude to the
organisations that have also provided support, especially the
European Commission and the United States Department of
Agriculture (the USDA) and many others, such as the Southern
African Development Community (the SADC), without whose
help this event would not have been possible.
I must also acknowledge the support received from the
private sector. During the conference you are invited to visit the
trade exhibition on the first floor and see for yourself the latest
technological developments in the field of identification and
traceability. All this financial support, coupled with the
registration fees paid by participants, has allowed the OIE to
finance the participation of delegations from over 50 developing
countries.
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Trade Department
Animal identification and traceability are essential tools for
controlling animal diseases but effective control can only be
achieved through the participation of all. Failure on the part of
one country can place all others in danger.
We have the very great honour to welcome high level
delegations from the public sector, international organisations,

OIE International Conference
on Animal Identification
and Traceability
‘From Farm to Fork’

organisations, as well as manufacturers in the field of

Opening address by Dr Bernard Vallat
Director General of the World Organisation
for Animal Health

identification and traceability.

Buenos Aires, Argentina, 23-25 March

organisations representing animal producers, processors and
distributors, scientific research organisations and consumer

From time immemorial animal owners have used various
methods to mark their animals, especially as a way of deterring

Private standards established by organisations such as

thieves. Thus, they already used what we shall be referring to

ISO and ICAR are a useful means of harmonising the

during the conference as animal identification.

technologies used, as for example microchip reading

Traceability on the other hand has developed more recently

characteristics. It is however essential that these standards do

as an essential tool to control animal diseases, as seen in the

not contradict SPS standards, and do not promote

recent mad cow disease crisis.

requirements that would be impossible for developing

Traceability depends on effective identification policies and
the application of harmonised methods, making it possible to
know an animal’s place of origin, its successive movements and

countries to comply with and would unfairly block their
access to regional and world markets.
I should also like to raise the matter of effective

the use to which it is put up until the time of its death. As we

implementation of identification and traceability programmes

shall see, the value of traceability extends far beyond the control

at the national or even regional level. These programmes are

of animal diseases.

essential especially as a means of controlling animal diseases.

The implementation of identification and traceability policies

As such, they are integrated into the actions of Veterinary

forms an essential component of national, regional and global

Services throughout the world, actions that constitute an

animal disease control strategies. Our Member Countries and

international public good. Good governance and compliance

Territories have therefore asked the OIE to prepare and submit

by all countries with OIE standards of quality and evaluation

for their adoption standards aimed at underlining the importance

of Veterinary Services will consequently be important factors

of these practices as well as providing the minimum technical

in guaranteeing the successful application of identification

basis to ensure that policies are harmonised in this field.

and traceability at the national level.

During the conference I shall be using the term ‘standards’ to

Yet, over and above the control of epizootics,

refer to the standards issued by the OIE and the Codex

identification and traceability have become vital factors in

Alimentarius Commission that fall within the framework of the

guaranteeing that consumers of animal products benefit not

World Trade Organization Agreement on the Application of

only from effective sanitary controls ‘from farm to fork’ in

Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS Agreement). These are

compliance with the policies advocated by the Codex

democratically adopted, science-based and transparent standards.

Alimentarius Commission and the OIE, but also from

Other types of standards, often called private standards, do exist

increasingly precise information on the source and quality

but are not developed under the auspices of Governments. They

characteristics of products and their link to a particular

are often very useful in that they complement SPS standards by

agricultural region. In this respect, I should like to thank our

providing operators with far more detail than SPS standards. The

colleagues, the experts from the Codex Alimentarius

SPS standards issued by the OIE and the Codex Alimentarius

Commission and FAO, who will be making very important

Commission, however, are results orientated rather than dictating

contributions during the conference. We shall all need to pay

the methods to be used. They recognise as equivalent different

particular attention to the question of the link to be

systems that can achieve the same results.

established between the identification and traceability of live

OIE news
animals and the identification and traceability of their

improvements and to direct applied research towards the

products.

development of cheaper and more reliable techniques for

During the coming three days, we shall begin by

all animal species, including animals raised in aquaculture

trying to help all countries to speak with one voice and

in view of this sector’s promising future. This conference

to conduct policies that are appropriate and compatible

therefore gives us a unique opportunity to get things

with each other for the purposes of trade.

moving and advance together to ensure less disease and

We shall endeavour to convince the most
prosperous countries and international donor agencies

an abundant supply of healthy, good quality food for all.
For its part, the OIE will continue to prepare

of the importance of helping poor countries to embark

standards applicable to all animal species, will continue to

on national programmes, since the worldwide

influence governments and donor agencies to ensure that

movement for identification and traceability now

progress is shared by all and will continue to use the OIE

underway is irreversible and must be undertaken by all.

World Animal Health and Welfare Fund to improve the

No-one must be left by the wayside.

governance of animal health and food safety systems and

We shall demonstrate that neither governments nor

to develop capacity building programmes for national

the private sector can set up and manage national

Delegates and focal points to be implemented by our

programmes in isolation. The only way to achieve

Regional and Sub-Regional Representations.

satisfactory results is through effective cooperation

The recommendations that you adopt at the end of

between governments, Veterinary Services and their

the conference will be of great importance in helping to

partners, producers and the private sector.

shape all our policies.

Lastly, it will be important to issue
recommendations for continued technological

I wish you a successful conference.
Thank you for your attention.

1234-

FAO: Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
USDA: United States Department of Agriculture
ISO: International Organization for Standardization
ICAR: International Committee for Animal Recording

Recommendations

OIE International Conference
on Animal Identification and Traceability
CONSIDERING:
– that economic and social development must be addressed in parallel
with safe animal production and that a progressive implementation of the

traceability;
– that one of the objectives of the OIE is to ensure the safety of

basic minimum standards established by the OIE and Codex Alimentarius,

international trade in animals and animal products while avoiding

respecting the different social, cultural, economic and environmental

unjustified sanitary barriers;

situations of Members, provides benefits to the international community;
– that animal identification and traceability are key components of

– that the OIE and Codex are the reference organisations
recognised under the World Trade Agreement for the Application of

economic development and rural development, in the field of the

Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (the SPS Agreement) for ensuring

improvement of animal health, disease surveillance and reporting and

the sanitary safety of international trade in animals and their products;

animal production food safety;
– that countries and regions using pastoral systems including
transhumance and nomadism for animal production face particular
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challenges in the implementation of animal identification and
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– that the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code (the Terrestrial Code)
has for several years included general principles for identification and
traceability of animals and that a new chapter on the development and

OIE news
THE CONFERENCE RECOMMENDS
THAT OIE MEMBERS:

implementation of identification systems to achieve
animal traceability was adopted by the OIE at the 76th General
Session in 2008;
– that the OIE continues to work in close collaboration with

– take steps to ensure that all parties in the food production chain
are aware, as appropriate, of the OIE and Codex standards on

the Codex Alimentarius Commission on the development of

identification and traceability of animals and animal products and to

standards to promote food safety worldwide, with the OIE

promote the implementation of these standards, in partnership with the

focusing its efforts on standards at the farm level, while Codex

private sector;

standards are generally more applicable at the food processing
level;
– that compliance with the OIE and Codex standards can be
achieved using various different systems, using the WTO SPS
Agreement principle of equivalence and the articles on
equivalence in the OIE Terrestrial Code;
– that in some countries the livestock production sector

– establish a clear regulatory framework for animal identification
and traceability, including requirements for enforcement; coordination;
data management, ownership, confidentiality and access; and technical
and, at least initially, financial support;
– address concerns that animal identification and traceability
programmes may be used for the purpose of collecting or raising tax
revenues, because this could discourage the national adoption of such

fears that governments will use animal identification and

programmes and jeopardise the global improvement of public and

traceability systems primarily as a means to collect or raise

animal health;

taxes;
– that the costs related to animal identification and

– support the development of education and scientific research
programmes relevant to animal identification and traceability. Education

traceability programmes should be borne by all beneficiaries, not

programmes should be directed at key players in the food production

just livestock owners, as these programmes benefit society as a

chain, particularly veterinarians, livestock owners and industry operators;

whole and are considered as a Global Public Good;
– that OIE standards, including those related to animal

– nominate OIE animal production food safety national focal points,
under the authority of the OIE Delegate and take steps to promote

identification, are democratically and transparently adopted and

collaboration between the Veterinary Services and other governmental

science-based, bearing in mind the production systems and uses

authorities (in countries where the responsibility for food safety lies

of animals of each Member Country or Territory and the relevant

outside the Veterinary Services) and with relevant private sector

environmental, regional, geographic and socio-economic aspects;

stakeholders;

– the role of the private sector and the increasing tendency

– encourage the private sector to respect the official standards of

of private standards to have a bearing on conditions of

the OIE and the Codex Alimentarius Commission and not to promote

international trade in animal products;

private standards that could conflict with the official standards nor to

– the need to continue to promote applied scientific

impose unjustified requirements;

research, capacity building, education and communication as
relevant to animal health and food safety;
– the OIE’s ongoing work in reinforcing the quality and the

THE CONFERENCE RECOMMENDS THAT THE OIE:
– continue to recommend animal identification and traceability

capacities of Veterinary Services, using the OIE Tool for the

programmes that are compatible within a specific country for each

Evaluation of Performance of Veterinary Services (OIE PVS Tool),

animal species; are based on a scientific assessment of animal and

which has the OIE Terrestrial Code as its legal base and the full

public health risks; take account of consumer requests and needs and

support of donors;

the results of cost benefit assessment; and are simple, affordable,

– that the OIE, through its Regional Representations, helps
Members to apply OIE standards through capacity-building
activities aimed at strengthening the Veterinary Services, their

outcomes-based, transparent, auditable and commensurate with the size
and nature of the farming sector in each country;
– provide appropriate capacity building, in collaboration with key

partners, and the associated infrastructure, building upon

partners, such as FAO and regional organisations, to Members in the use

collaboration between the various sectors, including animal

of the OIE standards, including through the provision of inputs relevant

health, public health, industry (production, transport and

to veterinary education on animal health and animal production food

processing), academic and research sectors;

safety;

2009 • 3

27

OIE news

develop and promote the OIE and Codex standards as the

– continue to develop arguments convincing donors
and international organisations that have a commitment to economic

key reference for national, regional and global trade and

development to help Veterinary Services and their partners in developing

encourage the private sector not to use private standards that

countries to implement OIE standards on the identification and

could conflict with the OIE and Codex standards nor to impose

traceability of animals and animal products;

unjustified requirements;

– provide guidelines to Members on the evolving role and

consult with the Codex Alimentarius Commission in

order to maintain permanent linkages and to ensure that

private components, in animal production food safety traceability

standards for animal identification and for product traceability are

activities;

developed in a consistent manner;

– influence those responsible for making decisions on applied

– continue collaboration with Members at the regional level,

scientific research to develop new programmes, addressing

using the OIE Regional and Sub-Regional Representations to

identification and traceability priorities relevant to all animal species,

support the development of strategies and capacity-building

that are affordable, reliable and as robust as practicable, including the

programmes to address regional needs and priorities;

use of new technologies;
– promote the development of OIE Collaborating Centres on animal

– promote national or regional programmes to provide new
mechanisms and research for technologies and systems that can

identification and traceability that could build and manage a global

be used to achieve animal identification and traceability in

database on different national approaches and provide advice to

countries and regions that have populations employing pastoral

developing countries on the implementation of programmes;

systems such as transhumance and nomadism;

– continue to work on standard-setting activities for all species
and sectors, following priorities established by the OIE International
Committee; including providing guidance on evaluating animal

– strengthen the current OIE PVS Tool with additional specific
competencies for identification and traceability;
– convey to donors the countries’ requests for evaluations of

identification and traceability systems to support decision-making on

policies and the regulatory framework and studies on the

equivalence;

feasibility of investments using the current OIE tools (such as the

– form partnerships, in collaboration with the Codex Alimentarius
Commission, with organisations representing all relevant sectors of the
production and distribution chain for animals and animal products to
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responsibility of the Veterinary Services, including their public and

2009 • 3

PVS Gap Analysis) and mechanisms (such as the OIE World Animal
Health and Welfare Fund).

Meeting of the ad hoc Group on Diagnostic
Tests for Trypanosomoses

with an attenuated vaccine. The experts insisted on an

Paris, 30 March – 1 April 2009

bluetongue vaccines. It was stated that apart from

At this first meeting, the Group focussed its discussions on

vaccination, the other guarantees given by the trading partner

the diagnosis of surra and dourine, caused by Trypanosoma

were to be considered complementarily. The available field

evansi and T. equiperdum, respectively. The Group proposed

data on maternal transmission and viraemic live offspring are

a definition of the two parasites and diagnostic criteria for

very scarce and indicate that this phenomenon has been

their identification, recommended diagnostic tests and

demonstrated only for BTV-8 cell culture adapted virus

provided information on the current global situation regarding

strains. For other serotypes there is no evidence of maternal

the two diseases. A revision of the relevant chapters in the

transmission of infection under field conditions. It was stated

Manual of Diagnostic Tests and Vaccines for Terrestrial

that transplacental transmission depended on many factors,

Animals (Chapter 2.1.17. Trypanosoma evansi infections

such as the stage of pregnancy when the dam became

(including surra) and Chapter 2.5.3. Dourine) was proposed.

infected and the mating season (small ruminants), and that

The revision will be managed by the Group and is expected to

epidemiological evidence of transplacental transmission had

be completed by the second half of 2009. Although cases of

yet to be established.
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Activities of the Scientific and Technical Department
identical waiting period for inactivated and attenuated

dourine have been rare in the last 20 years, the Group also
agreed by general consensus that, at this time, the disease

forward general recommendations on the trypanosomoses

Meeting of the
ad hoc Group on Epidemiology

issue for submission to the Biological Standards Commission.

Paris, 15–17 April 2009

should still remain in the OIE list. Lastly, the Group put

The Group met to discuss progress with editing the Handbook

Expert consultation on bluetongue

on Terrestrial Animal Health Surveillance. The draft outline of

Paris, 14 April 2009

the proposed chapters was refined and the involvement of

The OIE received controversial Member comments on the

OIE Collaborating Centres and other possible contributing

revised chapter on bluetongue, circulated for Member

organisations was arranged. It was suggested that the OIE

comments. The experts were consulted on the duration of the

also contact individual experts on general epidemiology from

infective period of bluetongue in terms of safe trade, the risk

other institutions and encourage them to contribute to the

of transplacental transmission and issues related to the use of

Handbook. The second topic was to ascertain the main

bluetongue vaccines (attenuated versus inactivated vaccines).

objective of the draft Guidelines on Use of Epidemiological

Considering the available scientific data on the epidemiology

Models for Animal Health Management in the light of whether

of bluetongue, the experts indicated that the infectivity period

the current draft guidelines would provide Veterinary Services

should remain at 60 days, regardless of whether the animal

with adequate advice in their task of animal health decision-

was potentially infected with the wild-type virus or vaccinated

making.

2009 • 3

29

OIE news

Activities of the Animal Health Information Department
SPC/OIE/FAO Regional animal health disease
reporting and information management workshop
This workshop, which was organised by the Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC),
was held in Nadi, Fiji, from 6 to 9 April 2009.
Pacific island countries and territories are demanding

could be used as a national database. Training was

transparency in reporting of animal diseases. The SPC has

facilitated by Dr Akiko Kamata, Animal Health Officer, FAO

signed a memorandum of understanding with the OIE to

Headquarters (Rome, Italy).

promote the adoption of OIE standards in developing nations in
the Pacific region.
The workshop was organised on behalf of Chief Veterinary

The other three days focused on the OIE information
system, WAHIS, and its interface, WAHID . Dr Karim Ben
Jebara, Head of the OIE Animal health Information

Officers and focal points for disease notification with the aim of

Department, and Dr Daniel Chaisemartin, Head of the OIE

improving disease reporting to the OIE and transparency in

Administration and Management Systems Department,

international trade. Twenty-two participants from 20 countries

gave an overview of WAHIS and provided hands-on

attended the workshop. Of the 22 Pacific Island member

training. The participants were informed of the role they

countries and territories of the SPC, only Fiji Islands, New

could play for their country and for the region. In response

Caledonia, Vanuatu and Micronesia are Members of the OIE.

to a request from the SPS to the OIE, non OIE Members of

The objectives of the workshop were to:

the region have been granted the same access to WAHIS

– provide an overview of TADinfo (Transboundary Animal

as OIE Members, thereby enabling the to submit all types

Disease Information System);

of OIE reports, namely immediate notifications and follow-

– provide an overview of the World Animal Health Information

up reports, six-monthly reports and annual reports.

System (WAHIS);

One of the other aims of the workshop was to enable

– provide practical training in the use of both the TADinfo and

Pacific Island countries and territories to contribute to the

WAHIS applications;

design of a WAHIS regional disease reporting system and

– facilitate the development of disease reporting systems in non

to discuss the future of PAHIS, the Pacific Animal Health

OIE Members (for both terrestrial and aquatic animal

Information System.

commodities, including ornamental fish);

Dr Kenji Sakurai, Regional Veterinary Officer at the OIE

– enable Pacific Island countries and territories to contribute to

Regional Representation for Asia and the Pacific,

the design of a WAHIS regional disease reporting system; and

participated in this workshop.

– facilitate the export of ornamental fish to the European Union.
The first day focused on the existence of national databases
in the countries of the region and on the TADinfo system, which
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1- FAO: Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
2- WAHID: World Animal Health Information Database

Focal points for aquatic animal diseases who attended the basic
training course on WAHIS and WAHID implementation
(21-22 April 2009)

Joint training course on
WAHIS and WAHID implementation
for focal points for aquatic animal
diseases (basic) and for animal disease notification (advanced)
21 to 24 April 2009, Lilongwe, Malawi
This joint workshop was organised by

their respective countries. They were

Focal points for aquatic animal

the OIE Sub-Regional Representation

then given detailed information on the

diseases highlighted the problem of a

for the Southern African Development

OIE animal health notification system, its

lack of information on aquatic animal

Community (SADC) and was held in the

requirements, the notification obligations

diseases in their countries and the

AU-IBAR Centre for Ticks

of OIE Members, and an evaluation of

lack of laboratory capabilities for the

and Tick-borne Diseases (CTTBD) from

notifications received from the region.

diagnosis of aquatic diseases in the

21 to 24 April 2009, Lilongwe, Malawi

Lastly, they were given hands-on training

region. They enquired about the

in the use of the online notification

possibility of the OIE providing

and Laure Weber-Vintzel from the OIE

system, WAHIS, and its interface,

assistance in this field. The

Animal Health Information Department,

WAHID. Eleven focal points from 11

importance of establishing good

and Dr Patrick Bastiaensen from the

countries in the region attended this

connections and communication

OIE Sub-Regional Representation for

workshop.

channels between the focal point for

It was run by Drs Karim Ben Jebara

the SADC.

The second workshop was for the

aquatic animal diseases and the focal

benefit of focal points for animal disease

point for animal disease notification

benefit of focal points for aquatic

notification. Around half of them had

was emphasised during the final

animal diseases. Explanations were

already taken part in a basic workshop

discussion.

given as to their expected role as

held in Nairobi in December 2006. Most

nominated focal points for the OIE for

of them had already used WAHIS and

The first workshop was for the

Participants were requested to
make their respective Delegates

were keen on

aware of the need to register them as

improving their

nominated focal points in the WAHIS

competence in

application. This will result in the

the use of this tool

information being stored in the

as well in the

WAHIS database, thereby facilitating

quality of the data

communication between the OIE

to be entered. Ten

Animal Health Information

focal points from

Department and the focal points.

10 of the 14

Positive comments were received

countries invited

from participants on the OIE’s disease

participated in

notification system and on both

this workshop.

WAHIS and WAHID.

Practical training for focal points for animal disease notification attending the
advanced course on WAHIS and WAHID implementation (23-24 April 2009)
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Activities of the Communication Unit
10 Questions to a veteran of the veterinary profession
Dr Nikola Belev, holder of the OIE

active cooperation with the European

Gold Medal, Delegate of Bulgaria

Commission, in particular, and with

and former member of the Council

FAO , WHO , WTO and other

of the OIE, shares his views on the

international and non-governmental

veterinary profession

organisations and financial and donor
institutions. I would like to draw your

1. Dr Belev, you have been with
the OIE for almost 30 years.
What does that mean to you?

attention to another important fact,
namely the organisation of seminars
and conferences at a national or
international level, workshops on

I’ve been a Delegate since
1972, the year I first represented

specific topics and the maintenance

the Veterinary Services of Bulgaria at

of permanent contacts with mass

the OIE. As you are no doubt aware,

media world-wide.

Bulgaria was one of the founders of

3. What do you believe the
perception of animal
health/veterinary issues is today
compared with the earlier days
of your career?

the OIE in 1924, when 28 countries
established the Organisation in
Paris. I find it hard to believe there
is anyone who would not be moved by
the experience of sitting for first time
among world renowned veterinary

Today we live in a world of

leaders and scientists. At that time,

of the OIE as an Intergovernmental

globalisation and integration and the

Dr Rene Vittoz was Director General.

Organisation, (note that it already has

approach to the veterinary profession

I have since become a professional

174 Members!) are the establishment

has changed – it has acquired greater

leader and manager in this

and performance of Regional and Sub-

respect and confidence thus turning

Organisation, where religious,

Regional Representations on all

the veterinarian into a key

national or racial differences are

continents, with professional expertise

figure in animal and public health

of no account. I have to admit that

and competence governed by

and in international trade and

throughout the years the OIE has

perceptive local team leaders. During

communication.

turned out to be more or less my

the past decade especially, the OIE’s

home and family.

activities have drastically changed –
in addition to the control of animal

2. The world has changed
since you first participated in
OIE activities and along
with it the OIE and the
veterinary profession at large.
What would you describe
as the major achievements?

been expanded to include food safety,
animal welfare, environmental
protection and a new and effective
information system. Nowadays, our

On the one hand, the policy

Organisation maintains good contacts

makers of today can resolve veterinary

with national parliamentary and

problems more easily due to the fact

governmental authorities, thus

that national parliaments and

words the changes that have occurred

enabling it to highlight animal health

governmental bodies can obtain, at

since 1972. The main achievements

issues. I must also mention the OIE’s

any time, the necessary information to

It is hard to explain in just a few

32

diseases the OIE’s mandates have

4. More specifically, do you
think that today policy makers
are more prepared to accept the
recommendations coming from
veterinary authorities/
bodies/experts?
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draft and adopt animal and human

play a crucial role in raising public

well-known policy makers and

health standards and regulations to

awareness.

personalities.

6. What events have particularly
marked your career? Tell us
about a historical moment you
have witnessed at the OIE.

7. The OIE now has 174
members, a huge difference
compared to fifty years ago
when there were only 65. How
do you assess this progression?

deal with problems that might
otherwise lead to enormous economic
losses all over the world. On the other
hand, we are now facing globally
bigger veterinary threats and
challenges. And this is where the

My life has been marked by a

Looking back through the years I

OIE’s expertise comes in – to respond

number of events. There are a few

adequately and solve professionally

that I shall always treasure as an

have to point out that all the OIE

the issues raised, for the benefit of

acknowledgement of my professional

Directors General, Dr Vitoz, Dr Louis

humans and animals. The OIE

career and knowledge. They include

Blajan and Dr Jean Blancou, as well

Terrestrial Animal Health Code and

the following awards and titles: the

as the Presidents of the OIE, were

Aquatic Animal Health Code are

OIE Gold Medal, Officier de l’Ordre de

real veterinary professionals with good

periodically updated to take into

Mérite Agricole, Member of the

managerial and organisational

account the latest advances in

Academy in three countries, Russia,

capabilities. I must say that the

veterinary science. Furthermore,

Ukraine and Serbia, and Doctor

election of Dr Vallat as the current

the OIE can rely on a network of

Honoris Causa of the Thracian

Director General has continued the

Reference Laboratories and

University of Bulgaria. In another

trend for further development and

Collaborating Centres on all

respect, work methods and strategy

evolution of the Organisation

continents.

have undergone major changes. We

and has established him as a

have seen the breaking up of the

remarkable manager and leader

Soviet Union, with each of these

on the world stage.

5. In view of the ever increasing
number of threats coming from
emerging and re-emerging
animal diseases, including
zoonoses, the ‘One World, One
Health’ concept seems to be
gaining in importance. What is
your view on this new
perspective?

sovereign countries becoming an

The last 10 to 15 years have seen

individual Member of our

the start of OIE programmes being

Organisation. The OIE Regional

implemented for each continent. In

Commission for Europe currently has

Europe, for example, we devised a

52 Members. I keep good contacts

multiannual working programme for

and memories from my meetings with

the period 1994 – 1997, and then

Presidents, Prime Ministers, Chairmen

continued with a programme for the

of Parliaments and a number of other

period 2000 – 2005 and the most

‘One World, One Health’ is a
concept that has emerged in time to
recall the important link between
animal and human health to counter
the constantly growing threat from
infections and zoonoses. In practical
terms, the efforts of governments and
those of international organisations
and relevant stakeholders will need to
be coordinated so as to ensure the
proper implementation of the action
plan declining this global concept. In
this respect, the mass media could
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recent one, for the period 2005 –

that meets the demands and

2008, aimed at establishing closer

constantly growing requirements of

contacts with governmental and

the contemporary world.

parliamentary authorities and the

10. What advice would
you give a new OIE Delegate?

mass media in Member Countries for
the benefit and prosperity of the
veterinary profession. Dr Vallat’s

To be an OIE Delegate is a matter

contribution in this respect has been

of prestige, trust and competence. On

fundamental – within a three-year

the one hand, Delegates must manage

period, twenty seminars were

to stay in permanent contact with the

successfully carried out in 19

OIE Headquarters in Paris and with

European countries. Another

Delegates of other Member Countries

important factor has been the

experts, then discussed and approved

and, on the other hand, they must

participation of national leaders

by OIE Delegates and the Council of

maintain permanent coordination with

(Presidents, Ministers, etc.) of

the OIE. A positive and creative

the local authorities and upgrade their

Member Countries at the OIE General

approach is adopted when Resolutions

professional and knowledge and

Sessions in May each year.

are discussed and approved, and is

language skills. Last but not least,

always for the benefit of the countries

they need to create a lobby of support

concerned.

for the benefit of the Organisation and

It is important to underline the
fact that the competence and
professional approach of Chief
Veterinary Officers, members of the
Bureau of the OIE Regional
Commission for Europe and the staff

their own country.

9. How do you see
the future of veterinarians?
Veterinarians nowadays have more

of my family and friends, especially
those who have been close

of the OIE Regional Representation

difficult tasks than ever before – they

for Eastern Europe have played a

are faced with bigger challenges and

to me and on whom I have been

crucial role in cooperation between

an information overload, since they

able to rely throughout my life.’

East and West European countries.

must always stay abreast of current
scientific achievements, be aware of

8. Does this make a difference
when it comes to the adoption
of Resolutions by Members?
Adoption of Resolutions is only
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‘I’m proud to be a Bulgarian
and a veterinarian, I’m also proud

all the relevant regulations and build
fruitful contacts with colleagues
around the world to exchange news
and information. This can happen only

possible after they have been

if they have received the appropriate

thoroughly examined by relevant

and high level veterinary education

2009 • 3

regional activities
Teleconference on the pandemic influenza
A/H1N1 2009 virus with all the OIE Regional
and Sub Regional Representation offices
From the very first detection of cases of human infection
with pandemic influenza A/H1N1 2009 virus in Mexico
at the end of April 2009, the OIE immediately set up a
special Task Force, comprising staff from the various OIE
Departments and chaired by the Director General, to
monitor the disease throughout the world and define the
OIE’s strategy in response to this event and the resulting
crisis. As part of the Task Group’s activities, several
teleconferences were organised with the OIE’s Regional
and Sub Regional Representations to inform them of the
Organisation’s official position and
to detail the measures to be
recommended to OIE Members.
The OIE’s official declarations
concerning the pandemic influenza
A/H1N1 2009 virus have been
disseminated via international
communication channels and
published in the form of successive
press releases on the OIE Web site.
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OIE Regional Representation for Eastern Europe
The OIE Regional Representation for
Eastern Europe (RR-EE) was created in
Sofia, Bulgaria, under the terms of
Resolution No. XIX adopted by the
International Committee of the OIE on
19 May 1995.
Prof. Nikola T. Belev has been the
Regional Representative since the
creation of the RR-EE, promoting and
expanding the OIE’s activities in the
Region.
The RR-EE is currently housed in
the building of the Bulgarian Ministry of
Agriculture and Food in Sofia in
compliance with a Decision taken by
the Government of Bulgaria.
Prof. Belev heads a team of five
people, four of them working in Sofia
and one at the Sub-Regional
Representation in Brussels, Belgium.
Prof. Belev has had long-term

From left to right: – Seated: Mrs Rina Kostova,

experience in the Veterinary Services of

Prof. Nikola Belev, Dr Caroline Planté – Standing: Mr Vasil Tulevski,

Bulgaria and with the OIE, where he is

Dr Anatoly Vlasov, Dr Stanislav Ralchev

currently President of the OIE Regional
Commission for Europe and was a
member of the OIE Council (until May 2009). He has received many international
awards for his services to the veterinary profession and international cooperation.
The other members of staff at the RR-EE in Sofia are as follows: Mrs Rina
Kostova, Dr Anatoly Vlasov, Dr Stanislav Ralchev and Mr Vasil Tulevski.
Mrs Rina Kostova was born in Bulgaria. She has a university degree in
informatics and languages and has been the secretary of the RR-EE from its very
beginning. Mrs Kostova has an excellent command of English and Russian and also
speaks German and Dutch.
Dr Anatoliy Vlasov was born in Russia. He graduated from Moscow Veterinary
Academy with an MSc and was awarded a PhD by the Federal Research Institute of
Veterinary Virology and Microbiology (ARRIVV&M) in Pokrov, Russia. He has worked
for the Federal Centre for Animal Health (ARRIAH, Vladimir, Russia) as a consultant
for inspection groups. Since February 2009, he has been working for the RR-EE as
an expert. He speaks fluent English.
Dr Stanislav Ralchev was born in Bulgaria. He has a Master’s Degree in
Veterinary Medicine from the University of Forestry in Sofia and a Master’s Degree in
European Public Administration from the University of Liege, Belgium. He worked
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Building of the Ministry

for four years as an expert in the Animal Health Department of the Bulgarian

of Agriculture and Food, Sofia

Veterinary Service. Since January 2009, he has been employed as Technical
Assistant at the RR-EE. He has an excellent command of French and English and a
basic knowledge of Russian.
Mr Vasil Tulevski was born in Bulgaria and works for the RR-EE as a driver and
office assistant.

The main objectives of the RR-EE are in general:
• Implementation of the 4th OIE Strategic Plan, 2005-2010 and the monitoring of national Veterinary
Services and their functioning to facilitate their work, in compliance with the Terrestrial Animal Health Code
and the Aquatic Animal Health Code;
• Strengthening the Veterinary Services (VS) in the Region by organising seminars, conferences and
workshops;
• Promoting the use of the OIE Tool for the Evaluation of Performance of VS under the auspices of the OIE;
• Developing the exchange of information and communication among the Delegates/Chief Veterinary Officers
in the Balkans, Central Asia and the Caucasian region and with the OIE and other partner organisations such
as FAO1, WHO2, WTO3, EC4 and the World Bank in Europe, to strengthen VS in the region;
• Fostering active participation of the countries of Eastern Europe in OIE activities as well as in joint OIE/EC
programmes;
• Ensuring cooperation with representatives of Parliaments, Governments, diplomatic corps and mass media
to promote OIE policies in Europe and Eastern Europe, in particular, to modernise of the VS structure in
compliance with the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code;
• Translating important documents into Russian (documents for the OIE General Sessions, web site support,
seminar reports, etc.) for the benefit of Russian-speaking countries in the region.

Contact details for the staff
of the RR-EE are as follows:
Address of the Regional

Details of all important events are available in English and Russian on the OIE
regional web site for Europe (www.rr-europe.oie.int).
In 2009, the RR-EE, with the support of the OIE Headquarters, is further

Representation for Eastern Europe:

directing its efforts on organising seminars on key veterinary issues mainly for

55, Hristo Botev Blvd.,

national focal points (food safety, animal welfare, wildlife diseases, etc.), and

Ministry of Agriculture and Food

expanding awareness of the OIE’s regional objectives, enhancing programmes for

Office Rooms 309/310/311

cooperation and preparing the 5th OIE Strategic Plan.

1040 Sofia, Bulgaria
Cargo

Name

email

Telephone

Regional Representative

Dr. Nikola T. Belev

rr.easteurope@oie.int

(+359) 2 98511 311

Secretary

Sra. Rina Kostova

r.kostova@oie.int

(+359) 2 98511 310

Technical assistant

Dr. Stanislav Ralchev

s.ralchev@oie.int

(+359) 2 98511 309

Expert

Dr. Anatoly Vlasov

a.vlasov@oie.int

(+359) 2 98511 309

Sub-Regional Representative in Brussels

Dra. Caroline Planté

c.plante@oie.int

(+32) 2 235 8613

1234-

FAO: Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
WHO: World Health Organization
WTO: World Trade Organization
EC: European Commission
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Inauguration of the OIE/FAO1 Regional Animal Health Centre,
4th Meeting of the GF-TADs2 Regional Steering Committee Meeting, and 5th Round
Table for the Surveillance and Control of Foot and Mouth Disease in the Middle East

Welcome address by the Hon. Elias Skaff, Minister of Agriculture of Lebanon
Beirut, Lebanon, 7 to 9 April 2009

Your Excellency
Ambassador,
Dr Moumen,
FAO Representative,
Dr Funes,
OIE Representative,
Distinguished guests,
participants,
I wish to extend the
warmest welcome to all
delegates and guests
participating in the Steering
Committee and Round Table
as well as those who have

With

development of an OIE
Regional Animal Welfare
Strategy, which is highlighting
issues and approaches that
are tailored to the Region,
and today’s inauguration of
the OIE/FAO Regional
Animal Health Centre.
Ladies and gentlemen,
Delivering animal health
activities through appropriate
policies and mechanisms has
become a public good
because the economic and
social benefits of these

further increases in global trade, climate change, pathogen adaptation, and changes in
come to take part in the
inauguration of the OIE/FAO
Regional Animal Health
Centre.
We are pleased to have you
with us and are looking
forward to your inputs and
contributions in the three
days to come.
Ladies and gentlemen,
In an increasingly complex
international reality of disease
risk and an increasingly global
marketplace, one country’s
problem can very quickly end
up on the doorstep not only
of its neighbouring country
but also another country half

38

way around the world.
Therefore we collectively
benefit from the transparency
and timeliness of disease
detection and reporting.
The relation between
humans and animals is crucial
and we need national,
regional and global
regulations addressing human
relations with animals.
Notwithstanding the
progress made to date, there
are still many challenges to
overcome. The significant
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advancement in the animal
welfare field globally cannot
be achieved by the OIE alone.
Its relationship with its
partners is of primary
importance. The close
association with the WTO3,
FAO, governments and donors
supporting animal health and
animal welfare through
important contributions to
the World Animal Health and
Welfare Fund has enabled the
OIE to initiate a new
programme of regional
meetings on animal welfare.
A significant outcome of
these meetings has been the

activities are now clearly
demonstrated to contribute to
poverty reduction, regional
and global market access and
food safety. This is the main
task of the national Veterinary
Services of the countries in
the region, through working
in close cooperation with
producers, industry and
private veterinary
practitioners.
The Global Framework for
the Progressive Control of
Transboundary Animal
Diseases (GF TADs) is a
facilitating mechanism which
combines work such as

1- FAO: Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
2- GF-TADs: Global Framework for the Progressive Control of Transboundary Diseases
3- WTO: World Trade Organization

OIE news
official information on animal
diseases and setting up of
technical standards,
guidelines and mechanisms to
strengthen the capacity of
national Veterinary Services
with tasks such as field
projects for implementation
of disease control measures. I
hope that the 5th Round
Table for the Surveillance and
Control of Foot and Mouth
Disease in the Middle East
will help to set future
directions for the region.
As a country that is
committed to the mandate
and objectives of the OIE,
Lebanon feels that it is very
important that the Delegates

among public agencies,
private companies and animal
industries and the OIE’s
access to scientific capacity.
And we must integrate the
resulting OIE standards and
guidelines into the work of
your countries.
Ladies and gentlemen,
This meeting will
contemplate and discuss the
issues of welfare, mainly from
the viewpoint of policy
creation and of the
corresponding legislation,
enforcement of welfare in
livestock production, as well
as its impact on international
trade in animals and animal
products. I expect that the

private sector, and their
partners to take greater
responsibility for animal
welfare.
With further increases in
global trade, climate change,
pathogen adaptation, and
changes in human and animal
population demographics, the
profile and importance of the
OIE can only grow.
The OIE must continue to
be the world’s mediator and
standard-bearer in all matters
related to animal health and
animal welfare. The OIE
outcomes of social and
economic security – and the
strengthening of Member
Countries’ Veterinary Services

human and animal population demographics, the profile and importance of the OIE can only grow
accept responsibility for
improving the effectiveness of
this Organisation and for
protecting national and global
animal and public health. Our
assignment is to motivate,
facilitate, and integrate.
We must motivate the
Veterinary Services, domestic
producers and stakeholders to
support the OIE in its
transparency and reporting, to
contribute to the
development of standards and
to respect and implement the
standards adopted.
We must facilitate the
open exchange of information

debates held in the focused
working groups will bring
new suggestions on ways to
achieve progress in this
particular field.
I am convinced that the
veterinary profession and
associated professions and
partners have the knowledge,
expertise and commitment to
achieve the goals set for this
conference. By working
together we can raise the
profile of animal welfare in
Lebanon and neighbouring
countries and encourage OIE
Members, Veterinary Services,
including veterinarians in the

– are beneficial to us all. This
success must be sustained
because there is much at
stake.
Success requires that the
OIE have access to the best
science, and that accurate,
current information inform its
standards. Success also
requires that all countries
participate in, and contribute
to, the OIE. We must work
together for the benefit of all
peoples and see more of the
set objectives accomplished.
Thank you.
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OIE Sub-Regional Representation
for South-East Asia
Since the establishment of the OIE South-East Asia Foot and Mouth Disease
(SEAFMD) Regional Coordination Unit (RCU) in Bangkok, Thailand, in 1997, the
office has evolved into a highly recognised and successful coordinating body for the
control and eradication of foot and mouth disease (FMD) in the region. Through this
proven track record and successful achievements, the OIE, with the support of
donor agencies, has delegated and entrusted additional programmes to the RCU.
These include the OIE/AusAID1 Programme on Strengthening of Veterinary Services
(PSVS), involvement in animal welfare programmes and managing of future
programmes such as the EU-funded Highly Pathogenic Emerging Diseases (HPED)
Programme.
Such developments are driving the RCU to evolve into a multi-programmed
coordinating body to become the OIE Sub-Regional Representation for South East
Asia (SRR-SEA).

Dr Ronello C. Abila,
Sub-Regional Representative

The SRR-SEA is currently implementing two programmes: the SEAFMD
Campaign and the OIE/AusAID PSVS.

SEAFMD Regional Coordinator
1- AusAID: Australian Agency for International Development

South-East Asia Foot and Mouth Disease
(SEAFMD) Campaign
The highlights of the SEAFMD Campaign in 2009 have been the
holding of the 15th Meeting of the OIE Sub-Commission for FMD in
South-East Asia, in Kota Kinabalu, Sabah, Malaysia, from 9 to 13
March 2009. The meeting was well attended with participants including
Dr Bernard Vallat, Director General for the OIE; Dr Gardner Murray,
President of the OIE Sub-Commission for FMD in South East Asia; Dato
Dr Aziz Jamaluddin, Director General of the Department of Veterinary
Services, Malaysia; Dr Teruhide Fujita, OIE Regional Representative for
Asia and the Pacific; Dr Gastón Funes, Head of the OIE Regional
Activities Department; and Dr Ronello Abila, Regional Coordinator of the
SEAFMD RCU and Sub-Regional Representative for South-East Asia.
The participants of the meeting included delegates from the SEAFMD
member countries, other key countries, international organisations and
members of the private sector.

Field trip to Mount Kinabalu National Park
From left to right: Chris Morrissy, Australia Animal Health
Laboratory; Paul Van Aarle, Intervet; Sorn San, SEAFMD National
Coordinator Cambodia; and Phouth Inthavong,
SEAFMD National Coordinator Laos
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The 15th Meeting of the OIE Sub-Commission for FMD in South-East Asia was

outbreak reporting. The meeting

opened by the Right Honourable Deputy Chief Minister of Sabah, Datuk Seri

discussed the existing FMD reporting

Panglima Haji Yahya Hussin. The meeting included three major components: the

system. It was emphasized that

15th Meeting of the OIE Sub-Commission for FMD in South-East Asia; a special

members should comply with their

meeting on highly pathogenic avian influenza, ‘One World, One Health’ concept and

obligations to report within 24 hours to

PSVS; and a field trip to Mount Kinabalu National Park.

the OIE any outbreak of FMD that falls

The 15th Sub-Commission meeting was held in an FMD free zone of Sabah,

under the category for Emergency

which has been recognised by the OIE as FMD free since 2004. This brought

Report (e.g. outbreak of new serotype,

emphasis to the importance of the SEAFMD Campaign and its member countries,

changes in the epidemiology of the

not only striving to control and eradicate FMD but also to maintain and expand FMD

disease, etc.). Emergency Report

free zones. Some of the major issues raised during the meeting included:

should be submitted online using
WAHIS. For routine reporting in

– continued support from AusAID through provision of funds for Phase III of

endemic situation, the SEAFMD

SEAFMD Campaign (2009-2011);

Campaign has established a link with

– invitation of the People’s Republic of China to join the SEAFMD members,

the WAHIS Regional Core for

given the strong participation in the programme and that the People’s Republic

ASEAN/ARAHIS for online reporting of

of China neighbours existing SEAFMD member countries;

FMD outbreaks.

– OIE encouraged member countries to take a more active part in standardsetting procedures, and that SEAFMD should assist with this, noting specifically
the Philippines application for FMD freedom;
– continued evolution of programmes from HPAI to emerging infectious diseases
to a ‘One World, One Health’ concept; and
– continued progress of the ‘One World, One Health’ Programme with the
support of the European Commission.

Other activities of the SEAFMD Campaign in 2009 are:
–

The 8th Meeting of the Working Group on Zoning for FMD and Animal

Movement Management in the Upper Mekong Region was held in Mangshi,
Yunnan Province, People’s Republic of China from 9 to 11 February 2009. The
main objective of the meeting is to report the progress in establishing FMD control
zones in the Upper Mekong. Among the major outcomes of the meeting is the
drafting of the Strategic Plan for the Upper Mekong Zone.
–

The SEAFMD Epidemiology Network (EpiNET) Meeting was held in Manila,

Philippines, on 16–17 February 2009, to discuss several issues pertaining to FMD

Dr Gardner Murray, President of the OIE
Sub-Commission for FMD in South East Asia
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Programme on Strengthening
of Veterinary Services (PSVS)
The OIE/AusAID PSVS was formally
launched on 26–27 September 2007.

1) Competency training involves conducting sub-regional

The goal of the project is to strengthen

capacity building workshops under the three priority VS

Veterinary Services (VS) consistent with

themes of legislation and governance, communications and

OIE policies and objectives, thereby

emergency management. Workshops under each theme are

improving their capacity to control and

repeated annually, permitting flexible guidance and ongoing

prevent transboundary, emerging and

monitoring and follow up of country progress. Two workshops

re-emerging animal diseases. Its

on legislation and governance and one each on emergency

purpose is to develop an integrated

management and communications have been conducted

approach to equip VS with tools to

so far, hosted by rotating South-East-Asian Veterinary Services.

improve their ability to comply with OIE

Real progress, especially in veterinary legislative reform, was

standards and other animal health

reported by countries at the 2nd OIE/AusAID PSVS Workshop

policy objectives.

on Veterinary Legislation and Governance held on

This project is aimed at helping
countries in South-East Asia to initially

2) National Seminars on OIE Standards for Veterinary

improve their current capacities in

Services provide an opportunity for stakeholders from all

terms of veterinary legislation,

levels of government, the private sector, academia and others,

emergency preparedness and risk

to learn about the OIE, its work in strengthening VS and the

communication. The project also aims

ways they might usefully be able to collaborate and contribute.

at bringing the VS into line with the OIE

In OIE seminars undertaken thus far the average number

international standards in terms of

of participants in each country has exceeded 100. Related

governance, organisation and

presentations have also been delivered at four conferences

programmes, including active

of national Veterinary Associations.

partnerships with the private sector as

3) Performance of Veterinary Services (PVS) evaluations have

well as providing technical support for

already been conducted in most countries in South-East Asia.

evaluation of the VS, primarily based on

Since its inception PSVS has been able to assist with two

the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code

additional PVS assessments in the region.

and the OIE PVS Tool.

4) Interventions on Strategic Components of Veterinary

PSVS is approaching its halfway

areas such as strategic planning, private sector partnerships

comprising activities under five main

and assistance with Veterinary Services restructuring.

themes, (see box).

The new OIE PVS Gap Analysis initiative will integrate
closely with this theme.

engagement from member countries

5) Strengthening of Avian Influenza (AI) Laboratories in South

and aims at continuing to build

East Asia involves working closely with the Australian Animal

sustainable improvements in South-

Health Laboratory (AAHL) to build AI laboratory capacity

East-Asian Veterinary Services via a

through improved networks, training and materials for Quality

participatory approach. The success

Assurance and collaborative ‘twinning’ arrangements.

of the programme reflects the solid
and internationally recognised basis
provided by OIE objectives and
standards in Veterinary Services.
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Services involve flexible activity on a case-by-case basis in

point and has a demanding schedule

PSVS has cultivated good
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New staff at the
OIE Sub-Regional Representation for South-East Asia
Dr John Stratton

Dr Alexandre Bouchot

PSVS Programme Coordinator

Technical adviser to the South-East Asian
John Stratton, an

Foot and Mouth Disease campaign (SEAFMD)

Australian, recently

Alexandre Bouchot

started in the position

joined the OIE Sub-

of Programme

Regional Representation

Coordinator,

for South-East Asia on

OIE/AusAID

23 September 2008 as

Programme on

a technical adviser to

Strengthening

the South-East Asian

Veterinary Services in

Foot and Mouth Disease

South-East Asia (PSVS), based at the OIE Sub-Regional
Representation for South-East Asia.

campaign (SEAFMD), on
secondment from the French Foreign Affairs Ministry.
Alex graduated from the School of Veterinary Medicine of

He completed his veterinary degree with first class
honours from Sydney University in 2000, before moving

Nantes in 1998 with two specialisations in animal production and

into veterinary practice. In 2003, John joined the

aquaculture. He passed a competitive examination to enter the

Australian Government Veterinary Services and worked in

French Veterinary Services School in Lyon qualifying as an

various animal health policy positions within Australia’s

Inspector in Veterinary Public Health. Prior to coming to Bangkok,

Office of the Chief Veterinary Officer.

he held different positions in the Veterinary Services of the French

In 2007, an opportunity arose as a PhD student with
an ACIAR cattle health project based in Cambodia. John
2

Ministry of Agriculture at central level and provincial level in both
French Guyana and Corsica.
With a commitment to the Bangkok position of at least two

had a busy but enjoyable year conducting veterinary
research in Phnom Penh before returning to Australia in

years, Alexandre will contribute technical advice and support to

late 2008. He is excited to be back in South-East Asia as

South-East Asian member countries, especially in the fields of

part of the OIE family and hopes to make a strong

epidemiology and network management. He hopes to make a

contribution to strengthening veterinary services in the

strong contribution to strengthening veterinary services, with the

sub-region through his new job.

ultimate goal of eradicating FMD with vaccination in South-East
Asia by 2020.

2- ACIAR: Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research

OIE Regional Representation for Asia and the Pacific
Dr Sayuri Tagawa
Regional Veterinary Officer
Dr Sayuri Tagawa joined the OIE Regional Representation for Asia and the Pacific as the
Regional Veterinary Officer on 1 April 2009.
Dr Tagawa graduated from Azabu University in 2007. Soon after, she joined the Ministry
of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF) of Japan as a Veterinary Officer with the
Animal Quarantine Services.
In her new position, she will mainly be working in the field of animal health
information/communication, aquatic animal diseases and veterinary medicinal products.
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PVS Global Programme

2 March 2009

State of play – 15 June 2009

Syria
Dr Ziad Namour

OIE
Regions

OIE
Members

PVS
request
received

PVS
missions
done

Reports
available
(Donors and
Partners)

Director of Animal
Gap Analysis
requests

Health,
Ministry

received
Africa

51

40

36

26

21

Americas

29

17

16

5

2

Asia and the Pacific 29

13

12

5

3

Europe

52

12

12

3

3

Middle East

13

12

9

2

2

174

94

85

41

31

Total

of Agriculture and Agrarian Reform

6 March 2009

Federated
States of
Micronesia

OIE PVS missions

Dr Gibson Susumu

•

Deputy Assistant

Africa: Algeria, Benin, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, Chad, Côte

d’Ivoire, DR Congo, Djibouti, Egypt, Eritrea, Gabon, Ghana, Guinea,

Secretary of Agriculture, Department

Guinea-Bissau, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia (non OIE Member), Libya,

of Resources and Development

Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Morocco,
Mozambique, Namibia, Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, Senegal, Somalia,

13 March 2009

Sudan, Swaziland, Tanzania, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda, Zambia, Zimbabwe.

Venezuela

•

Dr Jazmín Elvira Florio Luis

Americas: Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica,

Dominican Rep., El Salvador, Guyana, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico,

Director of Animal Health,

Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay.

Ministry of Agriculture and Lands

•

Asia: Bangladesh, Bhutan, Brunei, Cambodia, Fiji, Indonesia, DPR

Korea, Laos, Mongolia, Nepal, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Vietnam.

1 April 2009

•

Swaziland

Europe: Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, Georgia, Kazakhstan,

Kyrgyzstan, Romania, Tajikistan, Turkey, Ukraine, Uzbekistan.

Dr Roland Xolani Dlamini

•

Director of Veterinary and Livestock

Middle East: Afghanistan, Bahrain, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Oman,

Palestinian A.T. (non OIE Member), Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Syria, United

Services, Ministry of Agriculture

Arab Emirates, Yemen.

1 April 2009

France
Gap Analysis missions
Africa: Benin, Burkina Faso, DR Congo, Djibouti, Egypt, Gabon,

Dr Jean-Luc
Angot

Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Lesotho, Madagascar, Mali, Mauritania,

Deputy Director

Mozambique, Namibia, Rwanda, Senegal, Tanzania, Togo, Uganda,

General, National

Zambia.

Food Directorate,

•

Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries

•

Americas: Costa Rica, Honduras.

•

Asia: Bhutan, Brunei, DPR Korea.

•

Europe: Armenia, Kyrgyzstan, Turkey.

7 April 2009

•

Middle East: Kuwait, Lebanon.

Colombia
Dr Luis Fernando

Completed missions are shown in red.

Caicedo Lince
Director General,
Colombian Institute
for Agriculture and Livestock, Ministry of
Agriculture and Rural Development
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official acts
Appointment of permanent Delegates
9 April 2009

4 May 2009

San Marino

22 May 2009

Niger

Turkey

Dr Maurizio

Dr Mahamadou

Dr Pakdil Nihat

Berardi

Saley

Deputy

Head of Animal

Director General of

Undersecretary,

Health and Food

Veterinary Services,

Ministry

Safety, Secretary

Ministry of Livestock

of State of Health,

and Animal Industries

of Agriculture
and Rural Affairs

Social Security and Provision

4 May 2009

1 June 2009

Cambodia

Bangladesh

10 April 2009

Dr Sen Sovann

Dr Habibur Rahman

Nepal

Deputy Secretary

Director General,

Dr Prabhakar

General, Ministry of

Department of

Pathak

Agriculture, Forestry

Livestock Services,

Director General,

and Fisheries

Ministry of Fisheries
and Livestock

Department of
Livestock Services, Ministry of

7 May 2009

Chinese
Taipei

1 June 2009

27 April 2009

Dr Kwo-Ching Huang

Botswana

Maldives

Chief Veterinary Officer

Dr Kgoseitsile

Mrs Aminath Shafia, Minister of State

and Deputy Director

Phillemon-Motsu

for Fisheries and Agriculture, Ministry

General, Bureau of

Director of

Agriculture and Co-operatives

of Fisheries and Agriculture

1 May 2009

Animal and Plant Health Inspection and

Veterinary Services,

Quarantine, Council of Agriculture,

Ministry of

Executive Yuang

Agriculture

Australia
Dr Andy Carroll

14 May 2009

10 June 2009

Chief Veterinary

Myanmar

Bolivia

Officer, Ministry of

Dr Aung Gyi

Dr Raúl Paniagua Barriga

Agriculture,

Acting Director

Chief Veterinary Officer, Ministry

General

of Rural Development and Lands

Fisheries and Forestry

Livestock Breeding

4 May 2009

and Veterinary Department, Ministry of

Afghanistan

Livestock and Fisheries

Dr Ahmedzai
Mir Ahmad

21 May 2009

Director of Animal

Singapore

Health, General

Dr Siang Thai Chew

Directorate of

Director General, Agri-

Animal Health and

Food and Veterinary

Production, Ministry of Agriculture,

Authority

Irrigation and Livestock
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The OIE welcomes two new Members:
the Federated States of Micronesia and San Marino
The OIE is happy to welcome its 173rd and 174th Members:
the Federated States of Micronesia and San Marino
The Federated States of Micronesia joined the OIE

San Marino joined the OIE on 9 April 2009. On

on 6 March 2009. On becoming an OIE Member, this island

becoming an OIE Member, this Republic, which is

nation located in the Pacific Ocean joined the OIE Regional

landlocked within Italy, joined the OIE Regional

Commission for Asia, the Far East and Oceania, which

Commission for Europe, which now has 53 Members.

now has 34 Members. The Government of the Federated

The Government of San Marino has appointed

States of Micronesia has appointed Dr Gibson Susumu

Dr Maurizio Berardi as its permanent Delegate

as its permanent Delegate to the OIE.

to the OIE.

Dr Gibson Susumu

Dr Maurizio Berardi

Federated States of Micronesia

San Marino

The respective Governments of these two new Members have agreed to pay Category 6 contributions to the OIE budget.
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news from colleagues
epidemiology &
animal disease control
programmes
Worldwide rabies situation in wild animals in 2008(1)
iseases in wildlife can have serious livestock or public health implications and, in addition,

D

may adversely affect conservation of wildlife in native habitats world-wide and hamper
international translocation initiatives. Approximately 60% of existing human pathogens

and over 75% of those that have appeared during the past two decades can be traced back
to animals. Many of them have a proven link with wildlife. A proper understanding of disease
agents present in wildlife and their effects on wildlife, domestic animals and humans is therefore
of paramount importance. In July 2008, the OIE convened an ad hoc Group on Wildlife Diseases
to review and evaluate the OIE’s experience with the collection of wildlife disease information and
to examine proposals made by the Animal Health Information Department to improve data capture
through a new wildlife disease data collection, notification and reporting system proposed for
integration within the OIE World Animal Health Information System (WAHIS). While awaiting the
development of this online notification

A total of 65 completed wildlife disease questionnaires out of a possible 172

system for wild animal diseases,

Members in 2008 (38%), were received by 18 June 2009. The response rate by

the OIE collected data relating

Members was higher than in 2008

to 2008 using a new, Excel-based
questionnaire, redesigned to take

70

Questionnaries

60

65

65
55

62

into account the WAHIS terminology
and format.

50
48

40

Thirty-two questionnaires were received from

30
20

Europe, 13 from Africa, eight from the Americas,

10

eight from Asia and four from Oceania. A total of
82 diseases were reported in the questionnaires.

0
2005

2006

2007

2008

Years

Figure 1

Number of questionnaries

Trend in the number of questionnaires received from 2005 to 2009

2009

Worldwide, a total of 32,386 cases in wild
animals were reported in the questionnaires
for 2008. Cases reported in the questionnaires
related to 290 different species belonging
to 99 different families.

(1) Prepared by the OIE’s Animal Health Information Department
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Presence of rabies in 2008
Present, by country
Present, by administrative division(s)

Rabies

From the information

The main host reservoirs of sylvatic

gathered in the

rabies in Europe are red foxes (Vulpes

questionnaires, a total of

Figure 3

vulpes) and racoon dogs (Nyctereutes

3,530 cases of rabies

Distribution of rabies in Europe in 2008

procyonoides). Racoon dogs play an

were reported worldwide

important role in the Baltic countries. In

in wild animals. A total of 30 countries

Romania, Slovenia, Turkey and United

North America the major reservoir hosts

worldwide reported the disease present

Kingdom). They are shown in Figure 3

of the disease are racoons (Procyon

(Africa: Botswana, Ghana, Morocco,

with a breakdown by country or by

lotor), skunks (Mephitis mephitis),

Namibia, South Africa, Tunisia and

administrative division, depending on

coyotes (Canis latrans), red foxes

Madagascar – Americas: Brazil,

the level of information they provided.

(Vulpes vulpes), grey foxes (Urocyon

Canada, Chile and United States of

The following countries reported that

cinereoargenteus) as well as some

America – Asia: Iran – Europe:

the disease was absent in wild animals

insectivorous bats. In contrast, vampire

Azerbaijan, Belarus, Bosnia and

in 2008: Armenia, Austria, Belgium,

bats, and especially Desmodus

Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Estonia,

Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark,

rotundus, are important reservoirs for

France, Germany, Hungary, Italy, Latvia,

Finland, Ireland, Liechtenstein, Norway,

rabies virus in Latin American

Moldova, The Netherlands, Poland,

Portugal, Slovakia and Spain. No

countries. In Africa, important wildlife

Romania, Slovenia, Turkey and United

information was reported in the

reservoirs are yellow mongoose

Kingdom) (Fig. 2).

questionnaire from Switzerland. No

(Cynictis penicillata) in some parts of

questionnaires were received from the

southern Africa and some wild canids,

Europe

other European countries.

such as bat-eared foxes (Otocyon

In Europe, 18 countries reported rabies

Overall a total of 3,056 cases of

megalotis), side-striped jackals (Canis

in wild animals in the questionnaire for

rabies in wild animals were reported in

adustus) and black-backed jackals

2008. The following countries reported

Europe. The highest number of

(Canis mesomelas), in some other

the disease present in 2008

reported cases was from Croatia

ecosystems. In Asia, the main wildlife

(Azerbaijan, Belarus, Bosnia and

(958 cases; 31.35%) followed by

species involved as a reservoir are red

Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Estonia,

Romania (935 cases; 30.60%) and

fox (Vulpes vulpes) and grey wolf

France, Germany, Hungary, Italy, Latvia,

Belarus (800 cases; 26.18%). In Italy,

(Canis lupus).

Moldova, The Netherlands, Poland,

nine cases were reported, eight in red

Rabies occurrence in 2008
Never reported
Not reported in 2008
Present in 2008
No information

Figure 2
Distribution of rabies in wild
animals in 2008 worldwide, by country
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Table 1
Number of rabies cases in Europe in 2008, by species

were in the Friuli-Venezia Giulia region.

Family name

Common name

Latin name

No. of cases

This was the first reoccurrence of

Canidae

Red fox

Vulpes vulpes

2.837

Canidae

Raccoon dog

Nyctereutes procyonoides

Mustelidae

European polecat

Mustela putorius

sylvatic rabies in Italy for 13 years.
The affected region is bordered by

%
92.83

119

3.89

26

0.85

Canidae

Grey wolf

Canis lupus

20

0.65

Canidae

Golden jackal

Canis aureus

13

0.43

occurrences of rabies since 2006.

Mustelidae

European badger

Meles meles

13

0.43

In Europe, 16 different species of wild

Mustelidae

European pine marten

Martes martes

8

0.26

animals were reported to have been

Vespertilionidae

Serotine bat

Eptesicus serotinus

6

0.20

affected by rabies in 2008. The details

Felidae

Wild cat

Felis silvestris

4

0.13

Cervidae

Western roe deer

Capreolus capreolus

2

0.07

Castoridae

Eurasian beaver

Castor fiber

2

0.07

Vespertilionidae

Daubenton’s bat

Myotis daubentoni

2

0.07

Cervidae

Moose

Alces alces

1

0.03

Slovenia which has been reporting

are given in Table 1 (the Table shows
only species for which quantitative
data were provided).
The largest numbers of cases were

Castoridae

American beaver

Castor canadensis

1

0.03

recorded in red foxes (Vulpes vulpes)

Mustelidae

European otter

Lutra lutra

1

0.03

with 2,837 cases (92.83%) followed by

Muridae

Black rat

Rattus rattus

1

0.03

news from colleagues

foxes (Vulpes vulpes) and one in a
European badger (Meles meles); all

raccoon dogs (Nyctereutes

procyonoides) with 119 cases (3.89%)

10 outbreaks in 2008, in bats

reported only in Belarus and Romania.

and European polecats (Mustela

belonging to the suborder

Africa

putorius) with 26 cases (0.85%).

Microchiroptera. Figure 4 shows the

In Africa, a combined total of 73 cases

Rabies in bats belonging to the family

distribution of rabies cases in three of

of rabies in wild animals were reported

Vespertilionidae was registered in

the affected species in Europe in

in seven countries in 2008 (Botswana,

France (3 cases in Eptesicus

2008.

Ghana, Madagascar, Morocco,

serotinus), Poland (3 cases in

The map confirms red foxes

Namibia, South Africa and Tunisia).

Eptesicus serotinus) and the United

(Vulpes vulpes) as the main host

The presence of the disease was

Kingdom (2 cases – EBLV-2 in Myotis

reservoir and vector of rabies across

reported to be suspected in Kenya.

daubentoni). Rabies in bats was also

Central and Eastern Europe while

The disease was reported to be absent

reported in The Netherlands in bats

raccoon dogs (Nyctereutes

in wild animals in 2008 in Benin,

belonging to the family Vespertilionidae

procyonoides) play a role in North-

Comoros and Sudan. No information

(no quantitative data have been

Eastern Europe. Cases in European

was reported in the questionnaires

provided). Germany reported

polecats (Mustela putorius) were

from Swaziland and Tanzania. No
questionnaires were received from the
other African countries. The highest
number of cases were registered in
Namibia and South Africa
(31; 42.47%) followed by Tunisia
(6; 8.22%) and Botswana (4; 5.48%).
Morocco reported only one case. Kenya
reported the disease to be suspected in
African Wild Dog (Lycaon pictus).
Ghana reported qualitative data,

Figure 4

namely the detection of Lagos bat

Distribution of rabies cases in red foxes, raccoon dogs

rabies antibodies in straw-coloured fruit

and European polecats in Europe in 2008
2009 • 3
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Cases

24

In Chile the largest numbers of cases
were recorded in Brazilian free-tailed bats

limited to
Madagascar .
(2)

(Tadarida brasiliensis) of the family

ly
Fa
mi

Species
Number of rabies cases

Americas

other five cases were registered in bats

In the Americas,

belonging to the family Vespertilionidae.

rabies in wild
animals was

Asia

Figure 5

reported in four

In Asia, rabies in wild animals was

Number of rabies cases in Africa in 2008, by species

countries in

reported in one country in 2008, namely

2008 (Brazil,

Iran, where the disease was reported to

bat (Eidolon helvum) while Madagascar

Canada, Chile, and United States of

be limited to one or more zones. A total of

reported the disease in fossa

America). The disease was reported to

33 rabies cases were reported involving

(Cryptoprocta ferox) of the family

be absent in wild animals in El Salvador

four different species of wild animals. The

Eupleridae. Overall, 18 different species

in 2008. No information was reported

largest numbers of cases were in grey

of wild animals were reported to have

in the questionnaires from Argentina,

wolf (Canis lupus) with 20 cases

been affected by rabies in 2008. Figure 5

Paraguay and Uruguay. No

(60.61%), followed by golden jackal

shows the number of rabies cases in

questionnaires were received from the

(Canis aureus) with eight cases (24.24%)

2008, by species (the graph show only

other countries of the Americas. A total

and red fox (Vulpes vulpes) with four

species for which quantitative data were

of 368 rabies cases were reported

cases (12.12%). One case was also

provided).

involving 12 different species of wild

reported in an Indian grey mongoose

The largest numbers of cases were

animals. The details are presented in

(Herpestes edwardsii) of the family
Herpestidae. Elsewhere in Asia, the

recorded in greater kudu (Tragelaphus

Table 2 (the Table shows only species

strepsiceros) with 24 cases (32.88%)

for which quantitative were provided).

followed by black-backed jackals (Canis

No quantitative data were provided by

mesomelas) with 10 cases and bat-eared

the United States of America.

foxes (Otocyon megalotis) with 8 cases.

In Brazil the largest numbers

Figure 6 shows the distribution of rabies

of cases were recorded in non-

cases in five of the affected species in

haematophagous bats (no information

Africa in 2008.

was provided on individual species)

In general, cases in greater kudu

with 45 cases (56.25%), followed by

(Tragelaphus strepsiceros) black-backed

red fox (Vulpes vulpes) with 17 cases

jackals (Canis mesomelas) and bat-eared

(21.25%) and vampire bats (Desmodus

foxes (Otocyon megalotis) were reported

rotundus) with 14 cases (17.50%).

in Southern Africa. Cases in yellow
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Species involved in rabies cases

In Canada the largest numbers

mongoose (Cynictis penicillata) – not

of cases were recorded in skunks

shown on the map – were also registered

(Mephitis mephitis) with 99 cases

in Southern Africa. Rabies cases in red

(48.29%), followed by bats belonging

Figure 6

foxes (Vulpes vulpes) were reported in

to the family Vespertilionidae with

Distribution of rabies cases in Vulpes

Northern Africa. Lastly, rabies in fossa

60 cases (29.27%) and raccoons

vulpes, Tragelaphus strepsiceros, Canis

(Cryptoprocta ferox), belonging to the

(Procyon lotor) with 27 cases (13.17%).

mesomelas, Otocyon megalotis and

family Eupleridae, was reported in

Apart from six cases in big brown bats

Cryptoprocta ferox in Africa in 2008

2009 • 3

(2) Reference: Source of information about the distribution of the species fossa - United Nations
Environment Programme - World Conservation Monitoring Centre – link: http://www.unep-wcmc.org/
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Table 2
Number of rabies cases in Brazil, Canada and Chile in 2008, by species
Country

Family name

Common name

Latin name

No. of cases

%

Brazil

…

Non-haematophagous bats*

…

45

56.25

Canidae

Red fox

Vulpes vulpes

17

21.25

Phyllostomidae

Vampire bat

Desmodus rotundus

14

17.50

Cebidae

South American squirrel monkey

Saimiri sciureus

2

2.50

Molossidae

Brazilian free-tailed bat

Tadarida brasiliensis

2

2.50

Canada

Total Brazil

80

Mephitidae

Striped skunk

Mephitis mephitis

99

48.29

Vespertilionidae

Other Vespertilionidae

…

54

26.34

Vespertilionidae

Big brown bat

Eptesicus fuscus

Procyonidae

Raccoon

6

2.93

Procyon lotor

27

13.17

Canidae

Red fox

Vulpes vulpes

9

4.39

Canidae

Arctic fox

Vulpes lagopus

8

3.90

Canidae

Grey wolf

Canis lupus

2

0.98

Molossidae

Brazilian free-tailed bat

Tadarida brasiliensis

78

93.98

Vespertilionidae

Big-eared brown bat

Histiotus macrotus

2

2.41

Vespertilionidae

Hoary bat

Lasiurus cinereus

2

2.41

Vespertilionidae

Chilean myotis

Myotis chiloensis

1

1.20

Total Canada
Chile

Total Chile

205

83

* This is a generic name, not a common name.

disease was reported to have been

Conclusion

absent in wild animals in 2008 in

This report highlights the worldwide distribution of rabies in wild animals. The

Bangladesh, the People’s Republic of

surveillance of wildlife diseases should therefore be considered as important as

China, Saudi Arabia and Thailand,. No

the surveillance and control of diseases in domestic animals. Wild animals often

information was reported in the

act as sentinels for animal diseases, thus contributing to the effective

questionnaires from Chinese Taipei and

management and control of these diseases in domestic animals. Therefore, the

Japan. No questionnaires were

OIE strongly encourages its 174 Members to put in place efficient surveillance

received from the other Asian

and monitoring systems and notify outbreaks of diseases in wild, feral or partially

countries.

domesticated animals, as is the practice for all other animals. Today, thanks to
the OIE’s worldwide animal health information system (WAHIS), the reporting of

Oceania
From the data provided in the

animal diseases in the world, including diseases of wildlife listed by the OIE, has
dramatically improved and has brought an unprecedented level of transparency.

questionnaires, there were no recorded

The integration of WAHIS and the wildlife notification system will bring

cases of rabies in Oceania in 2008.

additional, important information, covering all aspects of animal health,

New Caledonia, New Zealand and

including zoonoses. The full integration of wildlife disease notification in WAHIS

Vanuatu indicated in their questionnaire

will increase the number of reports provided by countries, especially those with

returns that rabies had never been

extensive wildlife animal populations.

recorded in their countries. Australia is
free from classical rabies, but a closely
related bat lyssavirus is known to exist
in the bat population.
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Update on the global eradication of rinderpest
he economic impact of this devastating epizootic was

T

years of considerable investments by the international

one of the major triggers for the foundation of the OIE

community and the countries themselves.

spread of rinderpest worldwide. In 1950 the African

Members have successfully met the requirements for official

Union/Interafrican Bureau for Animal Resources (AU-IBAR)

recognition of freedom of rinderpest (see Fig. 1). The

was created, with one of its main objectives being the

American continent, with the exception of five small

elimination of rinderpest from the African continent. Since the

Caribbean countries, is officially recognised free from

end of international joint eradication programmes such as

rinderpest. An encouraging number of new applications for

JP15 , PARC and PACE with strong financial support from

official recognition of rinderpest free status have already

the European Union, the OIE and FAO, along with regional

reached the OIE or are expected by the end of this year.

organisations and the countries concerned, have continued

Additionally, final clarifications on the rinderpest free status of

their efforts to work towards the ultimate goal of eradicating

non-contiguous territories of several Members are ongoing

rinderpest once and for all.

and have almost been completed. However, there are a few

To date, 144 of the OIE’s 174 Members and 12 non OIE

in 1924, as an intergovernmental effort to combat the

1

2

3

The ideal of global eradication of rinderpest is more than

countries or territories whose current political situation

ever within reach – which will make it the first animal disease

adversely affects the capacity and sustainability of their

in history to be totally eradicated from the world, following

Veterinary Services, both in a general sense and, more

1- Joint Programme No. 15 1962-1976
2- Pan-African Rinderpest Campaign 1987-1998
3- Pan African Programme for the Control of Epizootics 1999-2007

specifically, in their ability to provide the documentary
evidence needed for official recognition of rinderpest free

Figure 1
OIE Members officially recognised as free from rinderpest, as at May 2009
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status. International solidarity with these Veterinary Services,

global freedom from rinderpest and have discussed a

to support them in their negotiations with their respective

rinderpest-specific agreement that will further strengthen the

governments, might be required in order to achieve a

complementary approach successfully applied by the two

sustainable solution.

organisations. Once a sufficient level of confidence has been

In addition to the proof of absence of rinderpest

reached and all the necessary scientific evidence on global

outbreaks and continuous surveillance results that confirm

rinderpest eradication has been collected, the OIE and FAO,

the absence of virus circulation, detailed information on, and

supported by an ad hoc Committee, will jointly declare and

adequate control of, existing rinderpest virus isolates and live

announce the global eradication of rinderpest to the

vaccine stocks has to be achieved in a

international community, and acknowledge the role of other

next step.

international organisations, regional organisations, the relevant

Consequently, during the OIE

donors and in particular the efforts of countries in combating

General Session in May 2009, the World

this disease. There is a plan to establish a catalogue of all

Assembly of Delegates adopted a

available sources of information on rinderpest, including

Resolution giving the OIE Biological

publications in scientific journals, reports, conference

Standards Commission a mandate to

proceedings, etc., in order to make it available to the general

prepare and propose guidelines on the

public.

safe and official destruction or

With the end of rinderpest now in sight, the veterinary

confinement of existing rinderpest virus

community has already started to reflect on the lessons learnt

strains and vaccine stocks. The

and how they might be applied to other animal health issues.

Resolution also recommended that

Rinderpest was a feasible target because the virus and its

Member Countries and Territories

epidemiology were well-understood, good vaccines existed,

should ensure, under official

and livestock owners, animal health experts, and donors alike

surveillance, that stocks are destroyed

agreed on the benefits of a concerted eradication effort. Other

and that an inventory is taken of viral

animal diseases that conceivably could be on the long-term

strains and vaccines in existence. The

eradicated include foot and mouth disease and peste des

OIE, in collaboration with FAO should

petits ruminants, a highly virulent disease related to

recommend and authorise facilities to

rinderpest that is increasingly affecting sheep and goats in

store antigen for emergency use. The

Africa and Asia.

OIE and FAO have reiterated their commitment to achieving

Dr Lea Knopf
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book review
The Economics of Animal
Health and Production:
a practical and
theoretical guide
J. Rushton (Royal Veterinary College,
University of London,
United Kingdom)
December 2008
Publisher: CABI
In English
364 pp.
ISBN: 978-1-84593-1940

Illustrated with review studies on animal health
economics, this book presents information on the most
important economic tools applied to livestock, covering
both the theory and practical applications. Topics covered
include gross margin analysis, partial budgeting,
investment and financial appraisal and cost-benefit
analysis. There are also sections on decision tree
analysis, optimisation methods, value chain analysis, new
institutional economics, DALYs and a range of policy analysis tools. The book
includes contributions from a number of international experts on important
theoretical and practical aspects of animal health and production economics, with
global themes on livestock and poverty.

Environmental Impacts of
Pasture-based Farming

Focusing on the different types of pastoral farming and

by R.W. McDowell (New Zealand)

view of the subject, whose treatment in texts is often biased

their impact on the environment, this book takes a broad

November 2008

towards confined animal- or grain-based systems. It is

Publisher: CABI

arranged in two sections, the first addressing issues

In English

affecting environmental quality, namely soil, water and air

283 pp.

quality, and socio-economic impacts. The second section

ISBN: 978-1-84593-411-8

offers a commentary on how pastoral sectors influence
environmental issues. With highly tuned farm productive systems comes the risk of
environmental impacts, and the purpose of this text is to highlight the areas in
which these risks exist and how best to mitigate them. The approach taken is to
highlight these problems while bearing in mind that mitigation measures may be
too restrictive on the farming system and make farming impractical.

54

2009 • 3

This is a broad-ranging textbook on the relationships
between forests and society. It discusses the ways in

Edited by K.A. Vogt, J.M. Honea, D.J.

without adversely affecting their sustainability. Topics

Vogt, R.L. Edmonds, T. Patel-

covered include attitudes to, and uses of forests, the

which society can interact with forest landscapes

creation of today’s forest landscapes, the impact of

Weynand, R. Sigurdardottir & M.G.

humans on forests, and forest sustainability and

Andreu
November 2006

human health. The book also examines emerging

Publisher: CABI

issues in forestry such as possible solutions to

In English

balancing societies' needs with forest sustainability,

384 pp.

managing forests in the urban-wildland interface, and the impact of illegal logging.

ISBN: 978-1-845930981

international news

Forests and society
Sustainability and life cycles of
forests in human landscapes

It is packed with real-world case studies from the USA, Australia, Bolivia, Botswana,
Canada, China, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Kenya, Mexico, Nepal, Peru, Philippines,
Puerto Rico, and Thailand.

Sustainable Animal Production

Sustainable Animal Production addresses the major issues

The Challenges and Potential
Developments
for Professional Farming

related to animal health and welfare maintenance in
relation to the animals’ environment, as well as animal
housing emissions and waste management.
Experimental results, reviews and expert opinions and

edited by A. Aland & F. Madec

scenarios for the future are presented.

Publisher: Wageningen Academic Publishers

Each chapter is written by an internationally renowned

2009

scientist. The language used, and the examples and the

In English

illustrations provided help to make the subject accessible

496 pp.
ISBN 978-90-8686-099-9
www.WageningenAcademic.com/bookshop

to a wide readership.
Sustainable Animal Production will be of particular interest to teachers and
students in animal and veterinary sciences, as well as to veterinarians, farm managers
and agricultural advisers worldwide.

Contents
– Animal hygiene for a more sustainable animal production
– Impact of the environment on cattle behaviour, health and performance
– Impact of the environment on pig behaviour, health and performance
– Impact of the environment on poultry behaviour, health and performance
– The lessons for the future

2009 • 3

55

international news

Veterinary Reproduction
& Obstetrics
Edited by D.E. Noakes; T.J. Parkinson
& Gary C.W. England
Series Editor: James K. Kirkwood
and Robert C. Hubrecht
Publisher: Saunders - Elsevier
Ninth Edition, 2009
In English
960 pp.
ISBN: 978-0-7020-2887-8

Veterinary Reproduction and Obstetrics has been
the standard reference textbook for veterinary
students for many years, as well as for students of
animal science and related disciplines; in addition it
has also been a useful reference source for the
practising veterinary surgeon. The new edition
builds on the success of the previous edition
covering normal reproduction and reproductive
disorders and diseases in the common and less
common domesticated species (llamas, alpacas,
camels). The book has been completely revised with full colour throughout to
include recent developments in reproductive biology and endocrinology, as well as
the latest findings on the causes and treatment of reproductive disease.

Grand dictionnaire illustré
de parasitologie médicale
et vétérinaire
(Illustrated dictionary of
medical and veterinary
parasitology)
Author: J. Euzéby
Publisher: Lavoisier Tec & Doc
December 2008
In French
832 pp.
ISBN: 978-2-7430-1044-7

This illustrated dictionary of medical and veterinary
parasitology, with its 6,600 definitions, covering the
whole range of basic parasitology: general parasitology
and physiopathology, medical and veterinary mycology
and mycoses, medical and veterinary protozoology and
protozoal infections, medical and veterinary
helminthology and helminthoses, medical and
veterinary entomology and ectoparasitoses, with the
relevant taxonomic, biological, physiopathological and
immunological details, as well as the most effective and
most commonly used study techniques.
The dictionary contains over 500 illustrations, including the characteristics of
the major taxa, variations of which form the basis of the classification system, along
with the complex biological cycles of some parasites and specific clinical and
anatomopathological aspects of numerous parasitic diseases.
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special events
Better Training for Safer Food in Africa
Speech by Dr Bernard Vallat, Director General of the World Organisation
for Animal Health (OIE) for the Africa-EU high level Conference
on institutionalising sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS) issues in Africa
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 3 April 2009

Organisation and implementation of food security training activities in Africa
Madam Commissioner of the African Union and Madam Commissioner of the European Commission,
Honourable Ministers, representatives of the diplomatic corps,
Directors representing International Organisations, Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the 174 Members of the World

also have an impact on the production of

Organisation for Animal Health (OIE). I would

animal protein. Nevertheless, it is estimated that

first of all like to thank the organisers for having

20% of animal production worldwide is

invited our organisation to attend this important

currently lost as a result of animal diseases.

conference, coming as it

Fighting animal disease will

does at a very opportune
moment. Access to world
markets for all is a source of
wealth. It is an effective way
of fighting poverty, especially
during the current world
crisis. We at the OIE are
convinced that compliance
with the international
standards that have been
democratically adopted by all

clearly help to reduce poverty

We at the OIE are
convinced that compliance
with the international
standards that have been
democratically adopted by
all our Members is
facilitating access to
markets for all

and increase the availability of
animal proteins, but at the same
programmes to improve animal
health also have an impact on
public health.
These programmes help to
increase the supply of animal
proteins, which are essential for
child development, and they also
help to limit the occurrence of

our Members is facilitating

zoonoses (animal diseases that

access to markets for all. This

can be transmitted to humans).

also has a very beneficial effect on the internal

The potential impact of these programmes on

situation in each country. Indeed, the measures

the human population, and therefore on public

that countries have taken to be able to access

health, is considerable.

markets involve a number of programmes that

Therefore, when we invest in animal health,

have a positive impact on animal health. Animal

it has a considerable economic impact on other

health is the core aim of OIE but our actions

aspects that are not necessarily taken into

2009 • 3
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account when the projects are originally

public health, and the private sector. As far as

designed, and these include improving access to

the OIE is concerned, public-private

markets.

partnerships are very important. We have

We are therefore very happy that this new

enthusiastically accepted the mission that the

initiative, Better Training for Safer Food – Africa

European Commission (DG SANCO) has

(BTSF-Africa), will provide a strong support for

entrusted to us to carry out in Africa. We will be

African countries, enabling them to access

using our Regional Representation for Africa to

European markets and other markets with similar

implement this programme and we shall be

requirements. I am convinced that this

seeking the full commitment of our Regional

programme will have a wider positive impact than

Commission for Africa to support this major

expected. The World Organisation for Animal

initiative. The OIE Regional Commission for

Health considers that compliance with

Africa is a regional body comprising 52 African

international standards that
have been democratically
adopted is a sine qua non
commitment for African
countries and other developing
countries all over the world.
This is also a governance issue.
When we talk about
governance, we are first talking

We do not believe that
international standards
should try to co-exist with
regional standards because
this or that country may not
have the capacity to meet
international standards

participates fully in the
preparation and adoption of
OIE standards at the
international level.
This OIE Regional
Commission is responsible for
expressing and promoting the
position of African countries
during the preparation and

about the existence of
appropriate national regulations. Many countries,

adoption of standards. This Commission is

especially countries in Africa, have health

supported by permanent representatives of the

legislation that has not been updated since the

OIE based in Bamako, Mali. The OIE also has a

colonial period. This has the effect of delaying

Sub-Regional Representation in Gaborone,

the adoption of international standards and

Botswana, and another sub-regional office is

especially SPS standards.

now being set up in Tunis, Tunisia. In the

This is therefore a priority but the

coming weeks or months we shall also be

improvement of legislation is not enough in itself.

opening an office in East Africa. We can assure

Countries have to be able to implement their

this distinguished assembly that the programme

regulations and laws. The efficiency of the State

will be properly implemented and, since the

is directly linked to the availability of suitably

OIE is involved, it will have the necessary

qualified human resources. This is a challenging

resources.

issue and only a very ambitious training

The OIE is grateful to the European

programme like BTSF is capable of meeting this

Commission for entrusting it with this work for

challenge. It needs to be undertaken in all

Africa. We believe that the implementation of

countries. It also requires the financial means to

this programme is fully consistent with our

finance these human resources, as well as a

mission at both the regional and international

modernisation of the relationships existing

level.

between the different government ministries
involved in animal health, international trade and
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During this conference we shall have the
opportunity to explain the strategy we shall be

applying, a strategy that is based on the
willingness of each country to participate. It will
include an evaluation of the Veterinary Services’
compliance with international standards on
quality and efficiency using the OIE PVS and
Gap analysis tools. Countries will subsequently be
able to develop their own national programmes in
order to improve their governance and achieve
compliance with the agreed standards. This
investment programme could be implemented in
partnership with the leading donor agencies.

these OIE tools and are ready to support these

OIE/FAO Global
Conference
on FMD Control

analytical studies. We shall therefore be starting

Asunción, Paraguay, 24 to 26 June 2009

Many donors, including the European Union of
course, and especially the World Bank and
bilateral donors, have expressed their interest in

work on the programme immediately after this
conference. Within our organisation, we do not
believe that international standards should try to
co-exist with regional standards because this or
that country may not have the capacity to meet
international standards. We do not think that we

On 24 June 2009 more than
500 experts and stakeholders
arrived in Asunción, Paraguay, to
pave the way towards global foot
and mouth disease (FMD) control.

should be bringing countries downwards by
granting them derogations from international
standards. On the contrary, the OIE believes that
we should be encouraging countries to move
upwards towards compliance with the

cientists, representatives of Veterinary

S

Services, representatives of laboratories and
international and regional organisations, key

global donors, vaccine producers, farmers and meat

international standards that they have already

industry representatives from every corner of the

democratically adopted. Some countries in Africa

globe contributed to the important discussions during

have already succeeded in achieving compliance

the 3-day conference. Experts from Europe met

and they export products such as meat to the

experts from the Americas, regional FMD programme

European market.

officers from South East Asia discussed with the

There is therefore no reason whatsoever why

representatives of the regional programme for South

other countries cannot do the same. Africa is

America and researchers from Australia exchanged

currently lagging behind in this respect, but it is

information with scientists from Africa. This first

our firm belief that, given the right support,

Global Conference on FMD Control was a successful

Africa will be able to catch up very quickly.

start, boosting new national and regional policies and

Organisations such as OIE consider this to be a

actions with the ultimate overall aim of global control

major priority. We shall do everything in our

of FMD. The opening ceremony for the Conference

power to ensure that together we can reach this

was honoured by the presence of the Hon. Fernando

objective.

Lugo, President of the Republic of Paraguay.

Thank you very much for your attention.
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The well-balanced programme provided an overview of
the latest conclusions based on the current FMD situation

underestimated effect of FMD on national economies and
global food security and called for economic studies to
better assess the benefit of FMD control or

worldwide, with specific reference
to international, regional and
national efforts being applied to
control FMD. Participants received
an update on appropriate control
methods for the disease, the
application of disease surveillance
methodologies and the
development and use of suitable

‘The President of the Republic
of Paraguay, Mr Fernando Lugo,
issued a Presidential Decree
underlining the importance of the
Conference organised by the OIE,
which consequently benefited from
the unconditional support of the
host country.’

vaccines. Constraints and the

60

eradication. Furthermore, it was
emphasised that FMD-free countries
assisting endemically or sporadically
infected countries to control the disease
would result in a win-win situation,
especially if applied within the framework
of a regional joint effort. However,
continuous support for Veterinary Services
to enable them to comply with OIE

availability of diagnostic methods in susceptible species were

international standards and achieve good veterinary

also on the agenda. Experts highlighted the hitherto

governance, as well as the political commitment of public

2009 • 3

international news
Veterinary Services and the private sector will be crucial to

participation of FMD-free and FMD-infected countries,

ensure successful control of the disease on a regional and

alongside relevant stakeholder organisations and key

global scale.
The Conference concluded with
the recommendations below and a
firm commitment by major
international donors to engage in
and finance long-term programmes
to progressively attain global control
of FMD. As a next step on the path
towards global control of FMD, a
pledging conference with the

donors, will be organised by the OIE

‘FMD-free countries must
support infected developing
countries in the control of FMD
because while contributing to
poverty alleviation they will
protect their territory from virus
reintroduction.
It is a win-win activity’
Dr Bernard Vallat,
Director General of the OIE

and FAO.
‘The President of the Republic
of Paraguay, Mr Fernando Lugo,
issued a Presidential Decree
underlining the importance of the
Conference organised by the OIE,
which consequently benefited from
the unconditional support of the
host country.’

Recommendations

Considering that:
Foot and mouth disease (FMD) has for
centuries been known as a serious threat to the

individual producer level, and especially for the

Countries infected with FMD are more

poorest farmers, and the false perception that FMD

prone to food insecurity as a result of the

is not a priority disease for poverty reduction;

impact of FMD at household level and

The production, performance and use of large

through reduced access to local, national

animal ruminant and swine population of the

ruminants for ploughing and traction are seriously

and international markets and of animal

world, with negative impacts on the livelihoods

diminished when infected with FMD. Production

draught power for agriculture;

of animal keepers;

and efficiency is further diminished in terms of

health and welfare of the domestic and wild

There is a current lack of awareness and
knowledge of the impacts of FMD at the

Seventy countries in the world are

quality and quantity of dairy products and weight

already officially recognised by the OIE as

gain ratios;

free from FMD with or without vaccination
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while more than 100 countries are still either

the investment that could stimulate further

considered as endemically or sporadically

cost-effective public and private expenditures;

infected with the disease;

regional co-ordinated programme against FMD,

FMD in a country, region or worldwide could only

but national resources are limited; a

all countries at a high political level to

be achieved if the international community

progressive control pathway towards FMD

harmonise global, regional and national policies

recognises that the control of FMD is a global

freedom with or without vaccination should

for FMD control;

public good that will benefit all populations

begin with actions feasible in all affected

and future generations;

countries and build progressively towards

There is a need of a strong commitment of

The FMD virus serotypes and strains are
distributed in several major virus ecological

Realising an ideal of global control of FMD

official recognition of FMD freedom of zones and
countries;

settings or reservoirs, each containing distinct

will be a costly and long-term process relying

regional viral strains from which new variants

heavily on the sustainable availability of

may emerge, which creates a demand for

sufficient public and private financial resources

able to support global control of FMD can

advanced laboratory services and technical

from Governments, producers and market chain

contribute to a win-win situation resulting in

advice to select appropriate vaccines;

actors, and the international donor community;

reduced poverty in infected countries and a

Good veterinary governance is an essential

reduced risk to their own territory from virus

The persistence of the FMDV in certain wild

Countries already free of the disease and

reintroductions;

animals will remain a threat to the domestic

pre-requisite to ensure the efficient

ruminant population necessitating the need to

implementation of national programmes and to

monitor the disease in wild and feral animal

encourage the establishment of sustainable

veterinary governance, the control methods for

populations and to control the disease by

public-private partnerships and international

FMD, the production and use of vaccines, the

separating species and subpopulations of

support for the control of FMD on a national,

trade in and movement of animals and animal

animals with different disease status;

regional and global level;

products and the diagnosis of the disease are

Unprecedented globalisation of trade and

There is an urgent need for research in

International standards of the OIE for good

integral in formulating a strategy for the global
control of FMD;

movement of people and animals opens the

vaccines that will improve the access of

door for any virus strain to infect any part of the

countries to good quality vaccines that are fit

world;

for purpose against the prevailing field strains

agreements, including GF-TADs and Regional

of the FMD virus in each virus reservoir, in each

Animal Health Centres in different regions.

Regional long-term efforts will be needed

FAO and OIE signed several cooperation

to address the threats of FMD viruses and

relevant species, and which can be cost

animal reservoirs or environmental persistence;

effective and used in challenging

THE PARTICIPANTS OF THE CONFERENCE

environmental conditions;

REITERATE THEIR STRONG SUPPORT FOR A

OIE official recognition of country and
zonal freedom from FMD is an important

There is a need for more research on the

GLOBALLY COORDINATED APPROACH TO

element in the drive towards the global control

risk of products from different susceptible

CONTROL AND RECOMMEND THAT:

of FMD and the facilitation of trade in animals

species imported from non-free countries;

1. The OIE and FAO together with

and animal products;

Good examples of successful regionally co-

governments, producers and other international,

ordinated approaches that have delivered

regional and national role players and

countries are in need of assistance as they lack

freedom from FMD in part or whole of the areas

stakeholders must confirm and communicate

the necessary resources and effective Veterinary

involved are seen in the European region, in

the economic and social justification for

Services to initiate, implement or sustain a

South-East Asia and South America. These long

recognising officially the global control and

national disease control programme for FMD;

term regional programmes can provide

eventual eradication of FMD as a global public

important templates for formulating co-

good for the benefit of all populations and

limited financial resources requires targeted

ordinated regional and national FMD control

future generations.

technical support and guidance to optimise the

strategies in the other affected regions

strategy and actions to achieve rapid gains on

of the world;

Many developing and in-transition

Initiating an FMD control programme with
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The control and eventual eradication of

There is a need for all countries currently
affected by FMD to be able to enter into a
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2. A strategy for the global control of FMD
should be regarded as an international priority

progressive control of FMD covering each of the

reintroduction and maintaining efficient

jointly by the OIE and FAO, preferably under the

major virus reservoirs.

Veterinary Services and field surveillance of the

GF-TADs platform, in consultation with the

8. OIE standards regarding quality of

disease.
13. FAO should continue to support

relevant international, regional and national

vaccines must be strictly respected by all

stakeholders and the donor community.

countries worldwide, and mechanisms for

national capacity building of developing and in

quality assurance observed.

transition countries to comply with OIE

3. The OIE, FAO and other international and
regional organisations concerned with FMD

9. Further research on the development of

standards, and should develop the methods,

control realise a very high level of political

effective and quality vaccines and the

guides, tools, training and technical support for

communication to convince the high-level policy

availability of vaccines at diminished cost for

Member States for the introduction and

makers in infected countries to consider FMD

all prevailing field strains of the FMD virus for

implementation of the progressive control

control as a priority, using the threat of FMD

all susceptible domestic animals be encouraged

pathway at national level.

transmission to neighbouring countries and

and expedited, with the emphasis on the

regions as the thrust of their arguments.

availability, cost-effectiveness and safe use

pledging conference with free and infected

4. The FAO supported by the OIE and

under challenging environmental conditions.

countries, and relevant organisations and

relevant international organisations conduct

10. The OIE, with the support of FAO and in

14. OIE and FAO organise as a next step a

donors, to support a global control programme

analytical work on the significant impacts of

collaboration with the international donor

starting with relevant regional activities. The

FMD on wealth creation, food security and

community, consider the establishment of

conference noted the candidature of the

gender issues, that would create a clear

vaccine banks for FMD vaccines in strategic

People’s Republic of China to host the next

incentive for the governments and then the

locations and in support of regional FMD control

conference.

international community to increase

programmes.

investments in this sector and to do so in a

11. The establishment of and access to

15. In support of the global programme,
the FAO and OIE organise regular global

diagnostic facilities for the quick and efficient

scientific meetings on FMD control, rotating

5. The OIE with the support of FAO pursue

diagnosis of FMD be further enhanced through

around the affected regions. The conference

and further intensify its efforts to establish the

initiatives such as the OIE laboratory twinning

noted the candidature of the Indian Council of

application of good veterinary governance in

programme and the FAO laboratory network

Agricultural Research to host the next FMD

developing and in transition countries to pave

development programme. Diagnostic tests must

global scientific meeting (in 2010 or 2011).

the way for sustainable public-private

comply with standards of the OIE Manual of

partnerships and involvement of the

Diagnostic Tests and Vaccines for Terrestrial

disease status recognition to support

international donor community in support of a

Animals and their inscription in the OIE register

adequately the increase of the number of

global strategy for the control of FMD.

of diagnostic tests is recommended.

countries and zones requesting recognition

more strategic manner.

6. A strategy for the global control for FMD

12. The OIE continue to update existing

16. The OIE develop its capacities for

following the implementation of the new global
control programme.

should incorporate and acknowledge existing

international standards for FMD and encourage

and ongoing national and regional mechanisms

the official recognition of countries and zones

that have already achieved progress in moving

listed free from the disease. In the updating of

support of the OIE, should strengthen its

towards the regional control of FMD such as

international standards the OIE should

capacities to technically support national and

those of the Hemispheric FMD Eradication Plan

encourage further research to allow the safe

regional roadmap development for the

for bi- or tri-national border zones, the

trade in animal products without unjustified

progressive control of FMD at national and

CVP/MERCOSUR, SEAFMD, European Union and

barriers to trade while recognising the needs of

regional level, thereby contributing to the global

the EUFMD.

developing and in transition countries which are

control of this high-impact disease.

17. FAO, with the political and normative

still progressing along the pathway towards the

18. The OIE and FAO should support

efforts to promote long-term, coordinated

progressive control or eradication of FMD, while

epidemiological networks and strengthen

regional initiatives (roadmaps) for the

protecting free countries from virus

cooperation for national, regional and global

7. The FAO and OIE should continue their

international news

and should be developed as a matter of urgency
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surveillance systems for FMD. Transparency

support and cooperation of nature and

consideration for the inclusion of compensation

and timely disease reporting to WAHIS is a key

wildlife conservation organisations when

mechanisms in consultation with the private

element to protect FMD-free countries and

formulating national and regional control

sector and the donor community.

zones and monitor the progress of FMD control

strategies for FMD control.

in endemic areas.
19. National governments and regional
organisations should actively encourage the
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20. National governments should, in
the development of disease control
programmes for FMD, give due
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info@avicultura2009.com

iabs@iabs.org

info@congresoselis.com.uy

November
RNAi: For Screening Cellular
Pathways and Targets

10th Conference

2-3 November
Boston, MA (United
States of America)

Meeting of the OIE Council

of the OIE Regional Commission

Tanuja Koppal

7-9 October
OIE Headquarters

for the Middle East

tkoppal@healthtech.com

25-29 October
Doha (Qatar)

Animal Production

regactivities.dept@oie.int

Food Safety Working Group

www.avicultura2009.com

Paris (France)

International meeting of the
European Gelatine Manufacturers

9 October
Rome (Italy)
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www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/

World Conference on

Hygiene (X COLMIC)

4-7 October
Punta del Este (Uruguay)

Meeting of the WTO SPS

3-5 November
OIE Headquarters, Paris
(France)
trade.dept@oie.int

mve@gelatine.org

www.oie.int/eng/secu_sanitaire/en_

www.gelatine.org/index.html

introduction.htm
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Veterinary Poultry Association

8–12 November
Marrakesh (Morocco)
info@wvpc2009.org

the Far East and Oceania

16-18 December
OIE Headquarters

16-21 November
Shanghai (People’s
Republic of China)

Paris (France)
regactivities.dept@oie.int

OIE Regional Activities Department
regactivities.dep@oie.int

www.wvpc2009.org/

36th Brazilian Congress

BIT’s 2nd Annual Congress

of Veterinary Medicine

and Expo of Molecular

8-12 November
Porto Seguro, Bahia (Brazil)

Diagnostics (CEMD-2009)

albertoncosta@uol.com.br

19-21 November
Beijing (People’s
Republic of China)

OIE ad hoc Group on Private

Helen Zhao

Standards and International Trade

Helen@bitlifesciences.com

in Animals and Animal Products

15th Euro-Congress FECAVA

9-11 November
OIE Headquarters, Paris
(France)

27-29 November
Lille (France)

on New Trends in

contact@afvac.com

Immunosuppression

February
9th International Conference

trade.dept@oie.int

and Immunotherapy

www.oie.int/eng/normes/en_Implications%20

4-6 February
Geneva (Switzerland)

of%20private%20standards.htm

international news

Seminar for OIE Regional
and Sub-Regional Representatives

2010

16th Congress of the World

26th Conference of the OIE
Regional Commission for Asia,

December

immuno@kenes.com

15th Annual Conference

4th Inter-American Committee

‘Animal Healers’ past and present

for Aquatic Animal Health

2nd International Berlin

14 November
Berlin (Germany)

December
Costa Rica

and Infectious Diseases

Dr Johann Schaeffer

f.caya@oie.int

19-21 February
Berlin (Germany)

Epidemics: Second

2ndBBM2010@izw-berlin.de

johann.schaeffer@tiho-hannover.de

Bat Meeting: Bat Biology

The Science of BioBanking

International Conference on

Investing in the Future

Infectious Disease Dynamics

16-17 November
Philadelphia, PA (United
States of America)

2-4 December
Athens (Greece)

March

Amy Hill

14th International

Angela Parsons

a.hill@elsevier.com

Congress on Infectious Diseases

VP, Business Development

www.epidemics.elsevier.com

Regional Conference

9-12 March
Miami, Florida (United
States of America)

on Veterinary Drugs

info@isid.org

2-4 December
Damascus (Syria)

www.isid.org/

aparsons@healthtech.com
www.healthtech.com

rr.mideast@oie.int
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2010

international news

September
24th Conference of the OIE
Regional Commission for Europe

September
Kazakhstan

May

OIE Regional Activities Department
regactivities.dept@oie.int

11th Pan-American Dairy Congress

Meeting of the OIE Council

22-25 March
Belo Horizonte (Brazil)
www.fepale.org/

May
OIE Headquarters
Paris (France)

Communication

Annual World Congress

78th OIE General Session

4-8 October
Morocco

of Vaccine (WCV)

23-28 May
OIE, Maison de la Chimie
Paris (France)

For French-speaking African countries

oie@oie.int

Pathogenesis of Bacterial Diseases

24-26 March,
Beijing (People’s
Republic of China)

October
OIE Regional Seminar on

The Prato Conference on the
of Animals

Jenny@vaccinecon.com

July

6-9 October
Prato (Italy)

International Conference on

Prof. Julian Rood

Emerging Infectious Diseases

Julian.Rood@med.monash.edu.au

11-14 July
Atlanta (United
States of America)

November

The Meeting Planners

World Congress of

20th Conference of

Tel. +61 (0) 3 9417 0888

Industrial Biotechnology

the OIE Regional Commission

Fax +61 (0) 3 9417 0899

for the Americas

FMD2010@meetingplanners.com.au

25-27 July
Qingdao (People’s
Republic of China)

April
International Symposium
on Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD)

12-14 April
Melbourne (Australia)

16-19 November
Montevideo (Uruguay)

OIE Regional Seminar on

Michelle Han

OIE Regional Activities Department

Communication (Middle East)

Tel.: 0086-411-84799609-811

regactivities.dept@oie.int

19-23 April
Oman

michelle@bit-ibio.com
www.bit-ibio.com/default.asp

December
XII Conference on Cell Culture

25-30 April
Banff Springs, Alberta (Canada)
CEE-XII@UDEL.EDU

OIE Global Conference
on Veterinary Legislation

6-8 December
Djerba (Tunisia)
trade.dept@oie.int
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questions and
answers

question:
What actually is swine influenza?

answer:
Swine influenza is a viral infection of pigs caused by a type A

recently observed and demonstrated. In humans, the virus is

(or, very rarely, C) influenza virus. The influenza virus is a

continuing to spread throughout the world at an alarming

negative-sense, enveloped, single-stranded, segmented (8

rate. In the majority of cases the symptoms are mild and

segments) ribonucleic acid (RNA) virus with helical symmetry.

similar to those observed in cases of seasonal influenza. From

This genomic segmentation accounts for the occurrence of

an animal health perspective, the virus in its present form

reassortant viruses. Influenza A viruses are classified

should not cause more significant problems in pigs than

according to their 16 known haemagglutinin and 9 known

those generally seen in cases of infection with ‘classical’

neuraminidase subtypes.

viruses; nevertheless, if the virus were to continue to circulate

Pigs are considered to act as a ‘mixing vessel’, in that

in pigs it could present an additional risk of transmission to

they have receptors for both mammalian and avian viruses

humans in contact with infected pigs. It is therefore

and can therefore be a source of reassortment between these

recommended that pig farms be kept under suitable

two types of virus.

surveillance.

Five influenza virus types commonly circulate among
pigs, including several reassortants:
H1N1 virus classically associated with pigs; ‘avian-like’ or

It should also be noted that swine influenza is not a foodborne zoonosis.
In conclusion, the measures to be taken in pig farms

European H1N1 virus; H3N2 virus of human origin; H3N2

relating to human to pig transmission, pig to pig transmission

virus reassorted for genes other than those coding for

and pig to human transmission have to be proportionate to:

haemagglutinin and neuraminidase; H1N2 virus including

the risk posed by pigs in the transmission of this novel virus

various reassortants.

to humans, compared to the role played by human to human

Swine influenza is a highly contagious infection in pig
herds. There are several clinical forms: classical, benign and
asymptomatic.
Morbidity is high (80 to 100%) whereas the mortality rate
is generally low, or even zero.
There is no proof that the pandemic influenza A/H1N1
virus is responsible for the current pandemic in humans

transmission; the severity of the disease in animals and
humans; and risk factors in humans.
Furthermore, the most important measure for reducing
the risk of transmission from humans to pigs is the
implementation of biosecurity measures in pig farms, aimed
in particular at reducing the risk of people infected with this
novel virus coming into contact with pigs.

originated in pigs, even though pigs are susceptible, as

Prof. Paul-Pierre Pastoret

Further reading
Brainstorming of scientists, risk assessors and risk managers on the novel A (H1N1) influenza virus at the human animal interface. What needs to be done in
Europe in the next months? Conclusions of the Commission assisted by EFSA and ECDC. Web page:
http://ec.europa.eu/food/animal/diseases/influenzaAH1N1/docs/Conclusions_AH1N1_090609.pdf.
Virus Taxonomy. Eighth Report of the International Committee on Taxonomy of Viruses (C.M. Fauquet, M.A. Mayo, J. Maniloff, U. Desselberger & L.A. Ball, eds).
Virology Division, International Union of Microbiological Societies. Elsevier Academic Press, 2005.
Principales maladies infectieuses et parasitaires du bétail. Europe et régions chaudes (Pierre-Charles Lefèvre, Jean Blancou & René Chermette, coord.). Éditions
TEC et DOC, 2005.
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OIE MEMBERS (174)

72

2009 • 3

AFGHANISTAN

FRANCE

NEW CALEDONIA

ALBANIA

GABON

NEW ZEALAND

ALGERIA

GAMBIA

NICARAGUA

ANDORRA

GEORGIA

NIGER

ANGOLA

GERMANY

NIGERIA

ARGENTINA

GHANA

NORWAY

ARMENIA

GREECE

OMAN

AUSTRALIA

GUATEMALA

PAKISTAN

AUSTRIA

GUINEA

PANAMA

AZERBAIJAN

GUINEA BISSAU

PARAGUAY

BAHRAIN

GUYANA

PERU

BANGLADESH

HAITI

PHILIPPINES

BARBADOS

HONDURAS

POLAND

BELARUS

HUNGARY

PORTUGAL

BELGIUM

ICELAND

QATAR

BELIZE

INDIA

ROMANIA

BENIN

INDONESIA

RUSSIA

BHUTAN

IRAN

RWANDA

BOLIVIA

IRAQ

SAN MARINO

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

IRELAND

SAO TOME AND PRINCIPE

BOTSWANA

ISRAEL

SAUDI ARABIA

BRAZIL

ITALY

SENEGAL

BRUNEI

JAMAICA

SERBIA

BULGARIA

JAPAN

SIERRA LEONE

BURKINA FASO

JORDAN

SINGAPORE

BURUNDI

KAZAKHSTAN

SLOVAKIA

CAMBODIA

KENYA

SLOVENIA

CAMEROON

KOREA (DEM. PEOPLE’S REP.)

SOMALIA

CANADA

KOREA (REP. OF)

SOUTH AFRICA

CAPE VERDE

KUWAIT

SPAIN

CENTRAL AFRICAN REP.

KYRGYZSTAN

SRI LANKA

CHAD

LAOS

SUDAN

CHILE

LATVIA

SURINAME

CHINA (PEOPLE’S REP. OF)

LEBANON

SWAZILAND

CHINESE TAIPEI

LESOTHO

SWEDEN

COLOMBIA

LIBYA

SWITZERLAND

COMOROS

LIECHTENSTEIN

SYRIA

CONGO

LITHUANIA

TAJIKISTAN

CONGO (DEM. REP. OF THE)

LUXEMBOURG

TANZANIA

COSTA RICA

MADAGASCAR

THAILAND

CÔTE D’IVOIRE

MALAWI

TOGO

CROATIA

MALAYSIA

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

CUBA

MALDIVES

TUNISIA

CYPRUS

MALI

TURKEY

CZECH REPUBLIC

MALTA

TURKMENISTAN

DENMARK

MAURITANIA

UGANDA

DJIBOUTI

MAURITIUS

UKRAINE

DOMINICAN REP.

MEXICO

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

ECUADOR

MICRONESIA (FEDERATED STATES OF)

UNITED KINGDOM

EGYPT

MOLDOVA

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

EL SALVADOR

MONGOLIA

URUGUAY

EQUATORIAL GUINEA

MONTENEGRO

UZBEKISTAN

ERITREA

MOROCCO

VANUATU

ESTONIA

MOZAMBIQUE

VENEZUELA

ETHIOPIA

MYANMAR

VIETNAM

FIJI ISLANDS

NAMIBIA

YEMEN

FINLAND

NEPAL

ZAMBIA

FORMER YUG. REP. OF MACEDONIA

NETHERLANDS

ZIMBABWE

They’re waiting for it too
Scientific and Technical Review
Vol. 28 (2), 2009
This issue of the Scientific and
Technical Review is devoted
to the improvement of student
education in global animal and
public health, and all its
numerous facets, in every
veterinary faculty in the world.
Its content will be of interest to
all in veterinary medicine. This
set of 49 papers is devoted to
defining the animal and public
health education that every
veterinary student in the world
should receive, irrespective of
their intended career path and
whether or not they will be
directly working within the field
of veterinay public health.
Other papers are devoted
to the question of how this
education can be achieved within
an already packed curriculum.
Coordinated by: Donal A. Walsh
August 2009
Trilingual
ISBN 978-92-9044-761-0
Format: 29.7 × 21 cm
approx. 450 pp.
Price: € 55
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