
OIE International Conference on Animal Identification and Traceability 

 
Dr Irene Hoffmann  
 

 

Since 2002, Dr Hoffmann (PhD) is Chief, Animal Production Service of the Animal Production and Health Division, Agriculture and 
Consumer Protection Department of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) in Rome. She is leading and 
managing several programmes and professional groups; she has developed a wide portfolio of livestock development activities, 
including animal product processing, quality and safety along the value chain. She enhanced FAO’s role in institution and capacity 
building and fostered collaboration with intergovernmental organizations, private sector organizations, NGOs, academia and other 
relevant players. Dr Hoffmann specifically leads FAO’s Animal Genetic Resources Programme which included the development of the 
first Report on the State of the World’s Animal Genetic Resources and the adoption, in 2007, of the Global Plan of Action for Animal 
Genetic Resources, and its implementation since. 
Dr Hoffmann holds a Ph.D. from Hohenheim University and an MSc in Animal Science from Göttingen University. Before joining FAO, 
Dr Hoffmann was assistant professor at the Institute of Animal Breeding and Genetics, Giessen University, where she coordinated 
several international research programmes.  
She has organized international conferences and published extensively in refereed journals, books and conference papers on scientific 
and policy topics, and she has served in various scientific advisory committees and review panels.  
 
 

 


