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Self-declaration of Freedom from Infection with Highly Pathogenic Avian
Influenza Viruses (HPAI) in Poultry by the Czech Republic

Declaration sent to the World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH) on 31 July 2026 by Dr Zbynék
Semerad, Director General, State Veterinary Administration of the Czech Republic, Ministry of
Agriculture.

1. Introduction

In accordance with the procedure for the publication of self-declarations set out in Chapter 1.6. and the
provisions of Chapter 10.4. of the WOAH Terrestrial Animal Health Code (Terrestrial Code), the State Veterinary
Administration (SVA) of the Czech Republic hereby submits the following documentation for publication by
WOAH in support of its self-declaration that the Czech Republic has regained the status of a country free from
infection with highly pathogenic avian influenza viruses (HPAI) in poultry throughout its entire territory, in
accordance with Article 10.4.6. of the Terrestrial Code, as of 31 July 2026.

The self-declaration applies to the entire territory of the Czech Republic and describes the 11 outbreaks of HPAI
in poultry that occurred in 2025 and the 9 outbreaks that occurred in 2026 following the re-introduction of HPAI
on 10 November 2025. The Czech Republic regained its status as a country free from HPAI in poultry on 17 July
2025 in accordance with the provisions of Article 10.4.6. of Terrestrial Code. This status was maintained until 10
November 2025, when a new outbreak of HPAI in poultry was confirmed.

The starting date of this self-declaration is 31 July 2026.
A statement of responsibility signed by the WOAH Delegate of the Czech Republic is provided in Annex .

2. Evidence that avian influenza is a notifiable disease in the Czech Republic

The Czech Republic continuously assesses the epidemiological situation of HPAI in Europe in order to evaluate
the risk of introduction of the disease into its territory. Surveillance for Al comprises passive surveillance in wild
birds, surveillance in poultry establishments in accordance with Commission Delegated Regulation (EU)
2020/689, and the mandatory investigation of all suspicions of avian influenza. The surveillance system is
implemented in accordance with the principles set out in Chapter 1.4. of the Terrestrial Code.



https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg_del/2020/689/oj/eng
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg_del/2020/689/oj/eng

The prevention and control of HPAI are coordinated by the State Veterinary Administration (SVA), the competent
authority operating under the Ministry of Agriculture. The SVA is responsible for preparing the annual
Methodology of Animal Health Control and Ordered Vaccination, which establishes surveillance, prevention and
disease control measures, including those applicable to HPAI.

Regional Veterinary Administrations (RVAs) are responsible for implementing disease control measures at
regional level, including the investigation of suspicions, epidemiological enquiries, enforcement of movement
restrictions, official inspections of establishments, sample collection, and verification of compliance with
biosecurity requirements. Private veterinarians are legally required to notify any suspicion of HPAI without delay
to the competent RVA, while keepers of poultry are obliged to report any clinical signs or increased mortality
suggestive of avian influenza.

HPAI is a notifiable disease under § 10 of Veterinary Act' (Act No. 166/1999 Coll., on Veterinary Care, as
amended) and is listed in Annex Il ("Animal diseases and diseases transmissible from animals to humans
considered dangerous") to that Act.

A suspicion of avian influenza is established when poultry, captive birds or wild birds exhibit clinical signs
compatible with avian influenza, show an unexplained increase in mortality, present pathological lesions
suggestive of the disease, have been epidemiologically linked to a suspected or confirmed case, or when
laboratory findings indicate the possible presence of avian influenza virus. Confirmation of infection is based on
laboratory diagnosis performed by the National Reference Laboratory for Avian Influenza.

In the event of confirmation of HPAI, official veterinarians immediately implement the prescribed disease control
measures, including stamping-out of affected poultry, safe disposal of carcasses and contaminated materials,
cleaning and disinfection, establishment of restricted zones, movement controls, epidemiological investigations
and enhanced surveillance, in accordance with Regulation (EU) 2016/429 (Animal Health Law) and Commission
Delegated Regulation (EU) 2020/687.

All suspicions and confirmed outbreaks of HPAI are investigated and managed in accordance with Regulation
(EU) 2016/429 (Animal Health Law) and Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2020/687. Confirmed outbreaks
are reported to WOAH through the World Animal Health Information System (WAHIS) in accordance with the
reporting obligations set out in the Terrestrial Code.

Laboratory diagnosis is performed exclusively by the three State Veterinary Institutes (SVIs) located in Prague,
Jihlava and Olomouc. The State Veterinary Institute Prague serves as the National Reference Laboratory for Avian
Influenza (NRL Al), which coordinates laboratory activities under the supervision of the Central Veterinary
Administration. The NRL Al operates within an accredited quality management system and applies validated and
up-to-date diagnostic methods for the detection of avian influenza viruses, including the methodology for avian
influenza diagnosis (SOP 30.305). The diagnostic procedures are regularly reviewed and updated in accordance
with scientific and technical developments and relevant international recommendations.

Public awareness is supported through regular communication by the SVA, including press releases, guidance on
biosecurity, annual animal health reports, and consultations with veterinary professionals and representatives
of the poultry sector.

3. History of absence and eradication of the HPAI in the Czech Republic

On 17 July 2025, the Czech Republic regained the status of a country free from infection with HPAI in poultry
based on a self-declaration in accordance with the Terrestrial Code. This status was maintained until 10
November 2025, when a group of epidemiologically linked outbreaks of HPAI HSN1 were confirmed on the same
day, initially in an approved slaughterhouse and subsequently in a commercial establishment keeping fattening
ducks. These were the first outbreaks in commercial poultry establishments since the previous HPAI event, for
which final cleaning and disinfection were completed on 18 June 2025.

1 Available in the Czech language only
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From 10 November 2025 until the end of 2025, a total of 11 HPAI outbreaks in poultry were recorded, including
the initial epidemiologically linked outbreaks. Together with the outbreak that occurred before 17 July 2025, this
resulted in a total of 12 HPAI outbreaks in poultry in 2025. In 2026, a further 9 HPAI outbreaks were confirmed
in commercial poultry establishments. The last confirmed positive outbreak in poultry was confirmed on 25
March 2026.

On 20 September 2025, HPAI H5N1 was confirmed in a backyard poultry holding (captive birds flock). This was
the first detection of HPAI in backyard poultry holdings since 17 July 2025. From this date until the end of 2025,
a total of 15 HPAI H5N1 outbreaks, including the initial outbreak, were recorded in backyard poultry holdings. In
total, 27 HPAI outbreaks in backyard poultry holdings were confirmed in 2025, followed by a further 20 outbreaks
in 2026 and one case of HPAI-positive dead poultry detected outside a poultry establishment. Restricted zones
were established around 4 backyard poultry holdings in 2025 and around 7 holdings in 2026. The last outbreak
in backyard poultry holdings was detected on 7 May 2026. In case of outbreaks in backyard poultry holdings, the
restriction zones were established on the basis of a case-by-case epidemiological assessment and the results of
the risk analysis. In some backyard poultry holdings, the derogation provided for in Article 21(3)(g) of Commission
Delegated Regulation (EU) 2020/687 was applied. This provision allows the competent authority not to establish
a restricted zone in establishments keeping up to 50 captive birds, provided that there are no direct or indirect
epidemiological links with poultry establishments or other establishments keeping captive birds.On 24 October
2025, HPAI H5N1 was confirmed in a wild bird. This was the first detection of HPAI in wild birds since 17 July
2025. From this date until the end of 2025, HPAI H5N1 was detected at 10 locations, including the initial
detection, involving 12 positive wild birds. The positive birds belonged to the following species: greylag goose
(Anser anser), mute swan (Cygnus olor) and grey heron (Ardea cinerea). In total, 16 locations involving wild birds
were confirmed in 2025, comprising 21 positive wild birds. In 2026, a further 34 detections involving 71 positive
wild birds have been reported to date. The last confirmed positive case in wild birds was detected on 10 April
2026.

Control measures implemented following confirmation of HPAI outbreaks in poultry are in accordance with
Chapter 10.4. of the Terrestrial Code and applicable European Union legislation. These measures include:

- immediate investigation of all suspected cases of avian influenza by official veterinarians;

- immediate implementation of emergency veterinary measures following confirmation of an outbreak;

- culling of all poultry on affected establishments and safe disposal of carcasses and other potentially
contaminated materials (stamping-out policy);

- implementation of preliminary and final cleaning and disinfection procedures following depopulation;

- epidemiological investigations, including tracing and investigation of all epidemiological links;

- establishment of restricted zones, including a protection zone with a radius of 3 km and a surveillance
zone with a radius of 10 km, together with the application of emergency veterinary measures;

- official veterinary inspections of selected poultry and captive bird establishments within restricted
zones, including sampling where appropriate.

3.1 Situation with HPAI in poultry in the Czech Republic in 2025, from 17 July to 31 December

A series of 11 outbreaks of HPAI subtype H5N1 was laboratory confirmed in 10 commercial poultry holdings and
one slaughterhouse between 10 November and 28 December 2025. All events are shown in Figure 1. A detailed
overview of confirmed HPAI outbreaks in commercial poultry establishments, including dates of confirmation,
affected establishments and epidemiological information, is provided in Table 1. As of 14 February 2026, all
protection and surveillance zones, together with the associated emergency veterinary measures, had been lifted.

Clinical presentation differed by species. In ducks, the disease was mainly characterised by neurological signs
such as tremors of the head or whole body, occasional torticollis, increased excitability, and heightened activity.
Nonspecific signs, including apathy, ruffled feathers, reduced feed and water intake, and green diarrhoea, were
also observed. Mortality ranged from minimal to moderate. Post-mortem findings at the slaughterhouse
revealed a green discoloration of the liver, with no pathological findings in the respiratory system and no clinically
observed signs prior to slaughter.
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In chickens, the infection was primarily associated with sudden increased mortality, apathy, ruffled feathers, and
a marked drop or cessation of egg production, with occasional neurological signs such as circling.

In pheasants, increased mortality and neurological signs, particularly circling in males, were observed, followed
by apathy and a progressive spread of mortality.

The most probable source of infection for most of the facilities was indirect contact with wild birds The majority
of the outbreaks were primary outbreaks.

Figure 1: Map with all 12 HPAI H5N1 outbreaks in Czech Republic for whole year 2025. Location 1 was confirmed
on 18.5.2025 and is not associated with described outbreaks.



Table 1: Detailed overview of HPAI outbreaks in commercial poultry establishments in the Czech Republic
following the re-introduction of HPAI in 2025

Date of No. of Completion of
Outbreak Lab Municioalit Type of Type of Affe.cted Region the Final Observation No.
No. L pality Establishment Suspicion X & Cleaning and from WAHIS
Confirm. Birds .. .
Disinfection
10.11. ’ Commercial holding . .. HPAI1-2/2025
1 2025 Valdikov of fattening ducks clinical 29,371 Vysocina 29.11.2025 (ob_169498)
10.11. L South HPAI1-3/2025
2 2025 Mirovice Slaughterhouse necropsy Bohemian (ob_169505)
Parent stock of
Albrechtice .
3 il 1y Gallus gallus with |yl | 53,324 Pardubice | 11.12.2025 HPAI1-4/2025
2025 . hatching egg (ob_169708)
Lanskrouna -
production
13.11. Commercial holding . South HPAI1-5/2025
4 2025 Nymburk of breeding ducks clinical 2,225 Bohemian 8.12.2025 (ob_170095)
16.11. , Commercial holding . South HPAI1-6/2025
> 2025 Blatnd of fattening ducks clinical 2,517 Bohemian 10.12.2025 (ob_170312)
18.11. v, Commercial holding . South HPAI1-7/2025
6 2025 Ritoviz of fattening ducks clinical 7,780 Bohemia 10.12.2025 (ob_170727)
18.11. Ly Commercial holding . South HPAI1-8/2025
7 2025 Topic of fattening ducks clinical 2,540 Bohemian 10.12.2025 (ob_171262)
Commercial
19.3. Skaly u breeding holding of . South HPAI1-9/2025
8 2025 Protivina pheasants for clinical 10,723 Bohemian 15.12.2025 (ob_171264)
restocking
24.11. , Commercial holding . South HPAI1-10/2025
9 2025 Blatnd of fattening ducks clinical 3,793 Bohemian 17.12.2025 (ob_171770)
Commercial holding
of poultry farming
20.12. Havli¢kav with the production L .. HPAI1-11/2025
10 2025 Brod of hatching eggs for clinical 35,000 Vysocina 1.2.2026 (ob_175598)
broiler chicken
incubation
Commercial holding
of poultry farming
28.12. Havlickav with the production - .. HPAI1-12/2025
11 .2.202
2025 Brod of hatching eggs for clinical 30,000 Vysocina 6.2.2026 (ob_176058)
broiler chicken
incubation
TOTAL 177,273




3.2 Situation with HPAI in poultry in Czech Republic in 2026

The HPAI poultry outbreaks in 2026 occurred from 11 February 2026 to 25 March 2026 and involved a total of
nine separate poultry holdings, eight of them were holdings of breeding ducks belonging to the same owner.
One of the outbreaks involved a large-scale laying hens farm. All events are shown in Figure 2. All outbreaks were
confirmed in 3 regions of the Czech Republic (Hradec Kralove, Central Bohemia, and Pardubice) —regions with a
high density of poultry farms. A more detailed view of the affected area with protection and surveillance zones
is shown in Figure 3. A detailed overview of confirmed HPAI outbreaks in commercial poultry establishments,
including dates of confirmation, affected establishments and epidemiological information, is provided in Table
2. As of 11 May 2026, the protection zone and the surveillance zones, along with the emergency veterinary
measures, had been lifted.

In ducks, egg production decreased (13—-60%) with slightly increased mortality, while in laying hens increased
mortality was observed.

Whole-genome sequencing was performed and the epizootiological relationships among all HPAI outbreaks
confirmed between February and March in three regions of the Czech Republic were assessed. The analysis
demonstrated that outbreaks of HPAI could be divided to 3 independent sources (events). Based on analysis, 4
primary outbreaks (P1-P4) and 5 secondary outbreaks (S) were identified. Four secondary outbreaks (S2) were
associated with P2, while additional secondary outbreak (S3) was linked to both P3 and P4. The specific
designation of primary (P) and secondary (S) outbreaks is shown in Table 2.

The most likely source of infection in primary outbreaks was indirect contact between poultry and wild birds. In
case of secondary outbreaks, the spread of the disease between facilities of the same owner via mechanical
vectors such as humans or vehicles appears to be the most likely scenario.

Figure 2: Map with all 9 HPAI H5N1 outbreaks in poultry in the Czech Republic from 1 January to 31 July 2026
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Figure 3: Map showing the protection and surveillance zones established around all 9 outbreaks of HPAI subtype
H5N1 in the Czech Republic in 2026, including Hradec Kralove, the Central Bohemian and the Pardubice
region, for the period from 11 February to 11 May 2026.



Table 2: Detailed overview of HPAI outbreaks in commercial poultry establishments in the Czech Republic
following the re-introduction of HPAI in 2026

Outbreak Completion of
!\Io./ . Date of L Type of Type of No of . the Final Observation No.
Designation Lab. Municipality X .. Affected Region .
of Confirm Establishment Suspicion Birds Cleaning and from WAHIS
Outbreak ' Disinfection
1 Commercial HPAI-1/2026
;(1)226 Tresice holding of clinical 6,789 Eraldec 25.3.2026
P1 breeding ducks ralove (0b_180599)
2 19.2 Commercial Hradec HPAI-2/2026
- Kosi¢ky holding of laying clinical 235,882 16.4.2026 (ob_181427)
P2 2026 h Kralove
ens
3 26.2. Nové Mésto | commercial Hradec HPAI-3/2026
2 2026 nad Cidlinou | M°'din8 of | clinical 7,841 Kralove | /42926 (ob_182195)
breeding ducks
4 9.3 Commercial Hradec HPAI-4/2026
- Chudonice holding of clinical 8,821 15.4.2026 (ob_183335)
P4 2026 . Kralove
breeding ducks
5 Commercial i
93. Dobienice | holding of clinical 31,232 Hradec 1 14 4 2026 HPAI-5/2026
52 2026 . Kralove (ob_183340)
breeding ducks
6 Commercial )
10.3. Zabédov holding of clinical 14,363 Hradec 10 ) 2026 HPAI-6/2026
P3 2026 . Kralove (ob_183519)
breeding ducks
. HPAI-7/2026
7 Commercial
16.3. Slibovice holding of clinical 11,404 Central. 6.5.2026 (ob_184139)
52 2026 . Bohemian
breeding ducks
; HPAI-8/2026
8 Commercial
1931 Stary Bydzov | holding of clinical | 9,833 Hradec | 5 5 2026 (ob_184522)
S3 2026 . Kralove
breeding ducks
9 253 Commercial dia . )
3. . . gnostic Central HPAI-9/2026
- 2026 Opolanky holdm'g of test 8,257 Bohemian 26.4.2026 (ob._185018)
breeding ducks
TOTAL 334,425

There are currently no active outbreaks of HPAI in poultry on the territory of the Czech Republic and no restricted
zones due to outbreaks of HPAI in poultry. An immediate notification and follow-up reports (including the final
report) were submitted to WAHIS: World Animal Health Information System and can be found on the official

WOAH website.



https://wahis.woah.org/#/in-event/6486/dashboard

3.3 Preventive vaccination against HPAI in selected holdings

At present, vaccination against HPAI is not applied in the Czech Republic. However, the national risk assessment
has identified an area within the territory of the Czech Republic with an increased risk of the spread of HPAI,
where valuable breeding duck establishments are located. Based on this risk assessment, the possibility of
implementing preventive vaccination within the territory of the Czech Republic has been introduced with the
objective of protecting of breeding duck flocks against the introduction of HPAI and limiting the circulation of the
virus in high-risk areas. In the event of implementation, preventive vaccination against HPAI will be limited
exclusively to breeding duck establishments and will serve as a supplementary measure to protect these
establishments from HPAIL. The primary means of prevention of HPAI still remains the strict implementation of
biosecurity measures, which will constitute an integral component of the vaccination programme. The
implementation of preventive vaccination in specific establishments will always have to be approved by the State
Veterinary Administration of the Czech Republic based on applicable laws and regulations and in accordance with
the approved official vaccination programme. The vaccination programme will be implemented under the official
supervision of the State Veterinary Administration. Currently, negotiations are underway in the Czech Republic
regarding the possibility of authorizing preventive vaccination for 22 breeding duck farms located in three regions
of the Czech Republic. Thus, the vaccination program is in the planning stage and it has not yet commenced in
the Czech Republic.

The vaccination programme will be based on a risk assessment, the application of the DIVA (Differentiating
Infected from Vaccinated Animals) strategy, and enhanced post-vaccination surveillance, in accordance with the
principles set out in Chapters 4.18 (Vaccination) and 10.4 (Infection with Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza
Viruses) of the Terrestrial Code, in particular Articles 4.18.3, 10.4.1 and 10.4.28, and with the recommendations
contained in Chapter 3.3.4 (Avian Influenza) of the Manual of Diagnostic Tests and Vaccines for Terrestrial

Animals (Terrestrial Manual). At the same time, the possibility of implementing preventive vaccination against
HPAI within the territory of a Member State of the European Union is clearly specified in Commission Delegated
Regulation (EU) 2023/361 of 28 November 2022 supplementing Regulation (EU) 2016/429 of the European
Parliament and the Council as regards rules for the use of certain veterinary medicinal products for the purpose
of prevention and control of certain listed diseases; the vaccination programme in the Czech Republic will be
fully in accordance with these requirements.

If vaccination is authorized, the following enhanced monitoring measures will be implemented:

Passive surveillance

Passive surveillance shall be carried out in all establishments where vaccination has been conducted and in all
establishments keeping poultry or captive birds located within the designated zone (the regions of Czechia where
vaccinated holdings are located), in order to identify any clinical signs or post-mortem lesions suggestive of highly
pathogenic avian influenza and any changes in normal production or health parameters, including mortality rates
and feed and water intake.

1. Obligation to report suspected cases of dangerous diseases

In the Czech Republic, under the Veterinary Act No. 166/1999 Coll., §11 stipulates the obligation of the keeper
and other persons to immediately inform the Regional Veterinary Administration of any suspicion of a dangerous
disease, or to inform a private veterinarian, who shall in turn inform the Regional Veterinary Administration of
the suspicion. This obligation applies across the board to all establishments. Furthermore, a keeper who, as a
business operator, rears poultry for commercial purposes is obliged, under Section 4 of Decree No. 176/2023
Coll., to report to the relevant Regional Veterinary Administration any reduction in feed and water intake of more
than 20 per cent, a reduction in egg production of more than 5 per cent lasting for more than two days, or a
weekly mortality rate exceeding 3 per cent.

Surveillance is carried out at the level of the epizootiological unit (= flock = all poultry sharing the same airspace).
If any clinical signs or post-mortem lesions suggestive of HPAI are observed, or if there is a change in normal
production and health parameters, such as mortality rates and feed and water intake, samples will be taken for
examination via the official veterinary officer, measures will be imposed at the premises on the basis of a
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suspected HPAI outbreak, and an epizootiological investigation will be launched. Five dead birds shall be
examined from each epidemiological unit where the suspicion of infection has arisen. Alternatively,
tracheal/oropharyngeal swabs from a representative number of animals are examined. Testing of these samples
shall be carried out using the RT-PCR method at the State Veterinary Institutes (SVI Prague, Jihlava, Olomouc).

Active surveillance

The purpose of active surveillance is to enable the detection of the circulation of the field virus.

This form of surveillance is carried out at the level of the epizootic unit (= flock = all poultry sharing the same
airspace).

Once vaccination has commenced, the following active surveillance will be carried out every 30 days in all
establishments where vaccinated poultry are kept, with the aim of detecting the presence of HPAIl infection:

- aclinical examination, which includes a review of the establishment’s production and health records
kept for each flock, including an assessment of its clinical history and clinical examinations of the poultry;

- sampling for virological testing of all dead birds, up to a maximum of 15 birds per flock, collected within
48 hours prior to sampling.

Clinical examinations, sampling and the dispatch of samples to the laboratory shall be carried out by a private
veterinarian approved by the Regional Veterinary Administration of the State Veterinary Administration (RVA)
for purposes pursuant to § 61(5) of the Veterinary Act and, at the same time, authorised by the RVA to carry out
preventive vaccination against HPAI in accordance with the official vaccination plan. The private veterinarian is
required to maintain documentation regarding the active surveillance being conducted. This documentation
must include records of clinical examinations at the farms, checks of production data at the farms, and sample
collection at regular intervals.

The surveillance set out above shall be maintained in establishments rearing vaccinated animals for as long as
such establishments continue to rear vaccinated animals.

Testing of these samples shall be carried out using the RT-PCR method at the State Veterinary Institutes (SVI
Prague, Jihlava, Olomouc).

Inspections to be carried out at premises included in the vaccination programme by official veterinarians:

In all holdings where vaccination is taking place, a scheduled official control will be carried out once every six
months, focusing on the biological safety of the holding and the checking of records and registers of medicinal
products.

Furthermore, the State Veterinary Administration will, at regular intervals, request the records that a private
veterinarian authorised to carry out active surveillance is required to keep.

At the same time, the farmer is obliged to keep daily records of production data (mortality, egg production, feed
and water consumption), which they must submit to the official veterinarian on request, or at least once a month.

Samples taken by a private veterinarian at holdings subject to vaccination will be recorded in the State Veterinary
Administration’s specialist information system, to which laboratory results are subsequently also sent. Official
veterinarian will check the test results from all holdings at regular monthly intervals.

4. Surveillance and early warning system for HPAI in Czech Republic

The Czech surveillance programme and strategy for demonstrating freedom from HPAI infection are in
accordance with Chapter 1.4 and Articles 10.4.26 to 10.4.30 of the Terrestrial Code. Disease control efforts are
based on early detection, rapid stamping-out measures, and strict biosecurity and surveillance protocols

The registration of poultry and captive birds is carried out within the Integrated Agricultural Register (IZR), which
is managed and operated by the Ministry of Agriculture of the Czech Republic. The register of holdings is
maintained in accordance with Act No. 154/2000 Coll., (“Breeding Act”), as amended, and its implementing
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Decree of the Ministry of Agriculture No. 136/2004 Coll. For the mandatory registration of poultry, an exemption
is applied in full compliance with the Regulation (EU) 2016/429 for poultry farmers who pose an insignificant risk,
pursuant to Article 85 of Regulation (EU) 2016/429 and Article 3 of Regulation (EU) 2022/1345. Table 3 shows
the number of birds by category in registered poultry holdings in the Czech Republic for each year from 2021 to

2025.

Table 3: Poultry population in Czech Republic by year (humber of birds)

Poultry Category 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Chicken breeders 4,944,924 5,002,400 5,193,954 4,914,507 2,457,484
Laying hens 10,166,345 9,812,533 10,021,711 9,363,758 6,912,692
Broiler chickens 129,392,836 125,709,659 124,562,856 125,850,153 141,763,539
Gallus gallus total 144,504,105 140,524,592 139,778,521 140,128,418 151,133,715
Turkey breeders 0 0 0 0 0
Fattening turkeys 771,964 878,807 770,461 824,330 824,000
Turkeys total 771,964 878,807 770,461 824,330 824,000
Duck breeders 145,991 107,517 102,126 150,551 100,779
Fattening ducks 4,964,742 4,046,872 5,257,619 4,588,224 3,973,415
Duck total 5,110,733 4,154,389 5,359,745 4,738,775 4,074,194
Geese breeders 5,885 2,100 9,177 10,808 8,347
Fattening geese 148,626 182,117 139,788 164,532 134,338
Geese total 154,511 184,217 148,965 175,340 142,685
TOTAL 150,541,313 145,742,005 146,057,692 145,866,863 156,174,594

4.1 Passive surveillance program in poultry

Passive surveillance for avian influenza in poultry has been in place since the year 2005 — early warning system.
According to the Veterinary Act, all keepers are obliged to report any suspicion of disease (high mortality or
clinical signs) to the relevant competent veterinary authority. Keepers with commercial holdings must record
changes in the health status of their poultry in accordance with the Veterinary Act and Decree No 176/2023. In
case of unusual changes in the health status of the poultry, the keepers must contact the competent veterinary
authority. The following changes in the health status of poultry must be reported:

- decrease in feed and water intake >20 %,

- decrease in egg production >5 % for more than two days,

- amortality rate >3 % in one week,

- any clinical signs or post-mortem lesions that are suggestive of avian influenza.

All suspected cases of avian influenza are immediately investigated by the Veterinary Authorities. When an
official veterinarian inspects a holding where an outbreak is suspected, the following measures are taken -
inspection of the production and health records of the holding concerned, clinical inspection of the birds and
collection of samples for laboratory examination. Samples collected include tracheal/oropharyngeal swabs,
cloacal swabs and, where available, dead birds for post-mortem examination and virological testing. In
accordance with the national contingency plan, the standard sampling protocol consists of at least 5 dead birds
(if available) or 20 tracheal/oropharyngeal swabs and 20 cloacal swabs collected from representative birds.
Samples are tested for avian influenza virus by real-time RT-PCR, followed, where appropriate, by subtype
identification and further characterisation. Preliminary emergency veterinary measures are in place on the farm
pending the results of laboratory testing. Sample testing is carried out in the SVis.

4.2 Active surveillance programme in poultry

The Czech Republic has in place a multi-annual inspection plan, updated annually, which sets out the
requirements for official inspections and determines the number of inspections for individual regions each year.
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Risk factors in accordance with the criteria set out in Annex Il of Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2020/689
are applied in official veterinary inspections of poultry holdings in line with this plan, with a focus on compliance
with biosecurity rules, which are a key element in reducing the risk of introduction of avian influenza. Official
controls are carried out on poultry farms, with holdings selected based on a risk analysis performed at both
central and regional levels; the proportion of holdings selected by each method is updated annually based on
the evaluation of inspection results. The number of planned partial inspections and the farms selected for
inspections are based mainly on the number of registered holdings, number of animals per holding, the number
of available inspectors, and the proportion of subsidy applicants that must be inspected under cross-compliance
requirements.

In addition, an active surveillance programme in poultry is implemented in accordance with Commission
Delegated Regulation (EU) 2020/689, based on molecular and serological testing of target poultry species,
including laying hens (including free-range), breeders (turkeys, ducks, geese), and fattening poultry and farmed
game birds (gallinaceous and waterfowl). This programme is incorporated into the document ‘Methodology of
Animal Health Control and Ordered Vaccination’ for the relevant year, which sets out the main veterinary
strategies and specifies mandatory preventive and diagnostic measures in the Czech Republic in accordance with
the Veterinary Act.

Holdings with gallinaceous birds are tested serologically. Samples are taken from ten birds from different poultry
houses/coops on each tested poultry holding, if there is more than one poultry house or coop on the same
holding. The ELISA test is used for the initial serological screening of blood samples from gallinaceous birds. In
the case of a positive ELISA reaction, typing is carried out by the haemagglutination inhibition (HI) test. If the HI
test confirms the presence of H5 or H7 antibodies, an epidemiological investigation is carried out on the holding
and samples are taken for molecular testing (RT-PCR).

From each registered holding with free-range laying hens, breeding turkeys and farmed game birds - gallinaceous
birds, samples (10 blood samples) are taken for laboratory testing by serological methods. On holdings with
laying hens and fattening turkeys, surveillance is based on a representative sampling scheme - risk analysis is
used to select the holdings to be sampled.

Risk factors are:

- areas in the proximity of water reservoirs where migratory birds gather
- areas where HPAI virus has been detected in poultry or wild birds in the last 3 years
- areas where antibodies against avian influenza (Al) virus have been detected during Al surveillance.

Samples are taken by official veterinarians (swabs, blood) or by authorised private veterinarians (blood only) who
are responsible for taking official samples. Samples are tested only in the laboratories of the SVis.

On holdings with waterfowl (ducks, geese, farmed game birds), oropharyngeal/tracheal and cloacal swabs are
taken for molecular testing. Samples (20 oropharyngeal/tracheal and 20 cloacal swabs) from 20 birds are taken
for laboratory testing by virological methods from each registered holding with fattening and breeding ducks and
geese and farmed game birds — waterfowl. The samples are analysed by RT-PCR.

During the year, samples are taken from all production categories of poultry and all poultry species. The active
surveillance programme is carried out on the whole territory of the Czech Republic so that the samples are
representative. The programme is implemented in all 14 regions of the Czech Republic.

From 1 January 2025 to 31 December 2025, a total of 5,130 blood samples and swabs from 240 poultry holdings
were tested. No antibodies against subtypes H5 or H7 and no avian influenza viruses were detected during this
period of active surveillance in poultry. The overall results of the active surveillance in poultry for 2025 are
presented in Table 4.

From 1 January 2026 to 30 June 2026, a total of 1,370 blood samples and swabs from 59 poultry holdings were
tested. No antibodies against subtypes H5 or H7 and no avian influenza viruses were detected during this period
of active surveillance in poultry. The overall results of the active surveillance in poultry for the first half of 2026
are presented in Table 5. As these data cover only part of the year, they are not yet fully representative of the
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overall 2026 surveillance programme. However, monitoring in 2026 has been carried out in the manner described
above.

Table 4: Avian influenza active surveillance results from 1 January 2025 to 31 December 2025 in the Czech
Republic, percentages represent the proportion of holdings sampled

N f

Poultry Category Number of :an:nb;;: Number of Tests Result (ELISA/RT-

Sampled Holdings (blood, swabs) (ELISA/RT-PCR) PCR)
Laying hens 57/ 44.5% 570 570 negative
Free-range laying hens 29 /100% 290 290 negative
Duck breeders 23 /100% 920 460 negative
Geese breeders 11/100% 440 220 negative
Fattening turkeys 33/67.3% 330 330 negative
Fattening geese 16 / 100% 640 320 negative
Fattening ducks 36 /100% 1,440 720 negative
Farmed game birds — 30/ 100% 300 300 negative
gallinaceous
Farmed game birds - 5/ 100% 200 100 negative
waterfowl
TOTAL 240 / 73.2% 5,130 3,310 negative

Table 5: Avian influenza active surveillance results from 1 January 2026 to 30 June 2026 in the Czech Republic

Poultry Category Number of N:ar:lnb;;:f Number of Tests Result (ELISA/RT-
led Holdi ELISA/RT-PCR PCR
Sampled Holdings (blood, swabs) (ELISA/RT-PCR) CR)
Laying hens 15 150 150 negative
Free-range laying hens 9 90 90 negative
Duck breeders 1 40 20 negative
Geese breeders 0 0 0 negative
Fattening turkeys 5 50 50 negative
Fattening geese 0 0 0 negative
Fattening ducks 21 840 420 negative
Farmed game birds — 4 40 40 negative
gallinaceous
Farmed game birds — 4 160 80 negative
waterfow!
TOTAL 59 1,370 850 negative

4.2.1 Active surveillance programme in restricted zones

Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2020/687 lays down that, upon confirmation of a Category A disease
(including HPAI), a restricted zone shall be established, and the relevant disease control measures shall be
implemented. Following the application of the stamping-out policy and the completion of preliminary cleaning
and disinfection, an intensified active surveillance programme shall be carried out in accordance with Article
10.4.28 of the Terrestrial Code, including official controls of poultry establishments in both the protection and
surveillance zones based on a risk assessment (in particular taking into account the production type, flock size,
species composition, epidemiological links and proximity to outbreaks), and covering both commercial and non-
commercial establishments.

In the protection zone, at least two holdings per municipality shall be subject to official control and systematic
sampling for molecular testing shall be carried out to verify absence of virus circulation; sampling shall be

13


https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02020R0687-20260512&qid=1786519803261

performed by an official veterinarian or an approved private veterinarian and analysed within the SVIs. The
number of birds to be sampled (1 oropharyngeal/tracheal and 1 cloacal swab from 1 bird) shall be determined
as follows:

- <15 birds kept on the holding, all birds are tested

- 16-50 birds kept on the holding, 15 birds are tested with priority of waterfowl

- 251 birds kept on the holding, at least 5 dead birds (if available) or swabs from 30% of birds (maximum
30), preferably targeting waterfowl

The sample size is determined based on scientific evidence published in the EFSA Journal.

In the surveillance zone, at least one holding per municipality shall be selected for control, while sampling is
primarily risk-based and triggered by suspicion (e.g. increased mortality, reduced production, health changes or
epidemiological links), in which case standard virological sampling (=5 dead birds or 220 oropharyngeal/tracheal
and 220 cloacal swabs) shall be performed and samples submitted exclusively to the NRL Al. However, in holdings
with waterfowl selected through risk analysis, preventive sampling shall be carried out irrespective of clinical
signs using the same scheme as in the protection zone (testing within SVIs as monitoring), whereas in cases of
suspicion samples shall again be submitted to the NRL Al, reflecting the requirement under Regulation (EU)
2020/687 that laboratory testing is necessary where clinical assessment alone is insufficient, particularly given
the potential for asymptomatic infection in waterfowl. Data from molecular testing for avian influenza in
establishments keeping poultry and captive birds within restricted zones established following outbreaks in 2025
and 2026 are presented in Table 6.

Table 6: Avian influenza molecular surveillance in restricted zones (after stamping-out) established around HPAI
outbreaks in poultry from 10 November to 14 February 2026, percentages indicate the proportion of holdings
inspected and/or sampled and are shown where sufficient data were available

Number of Number of Number of Samples

Outbreak and

Relevant Controlled Controlled (tracheal/oropharyngeal Results

Zones Holdings - Holdings - and cloacal swabs, (real-time RT-PCR)
Protection zone Surveillance zone carcasses)

HPAI1-3/2025 16 /6.2% 31/7.9% 338 negative
HPAI1-4/2025 8/1.8% 32/2.6% 560 negative
HPAI1-5/2025 18/10.1% 34 /2.6% 527 negative
HPAI1-6/2025
HPAI1-7/2025 . . .
HPAI1.8/2025 27/6.7% 25/3% 1,027 negative
HPAI1-10/2025
HPAI1-9/2025 17/8.7% 31/2.8% 1,377 negative
HPAI1-11/2025 o o ,
HPAI1-12/2025 16 /7.6% 17 /1.6% 962 negative
TOTAL 102 170 4,791 negative
HPAI-1/2026
HPAI-2/2026
HPAI-3/2026
HPAI-4/2026 106 /5.7% 88 /4.1% 3,129 negative
HPAI-5/2026
HPAI-6/2026
HPAI-8/2026
HPAI-7/2026 . . ,
HPAI-9/2026 27 /12.7% 45 /2.3% 858 negative
TOTAL 133 133 3,987 negative

14


https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02020R0687-20260512&qid=1786519803261
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02020R0687-20260512&qid=1786519803261

4.2.2 Monitoring associated with repopulation

Repopulation of an HPAIl-affected establishment may be authorised by RVA only after documented final cleaning
and disinfection (including, if applicable, disinfection and deratization) has been completed and a 21-day
monitoring period has elapsed from its completion; animals used for repopulation must not originate from
holdings under HPAI restrictions and must test negative before movement based on representative sampling
consisting of either >5 dead birds (if available) or >20 tracheal/oropharyngeal plus >20 cloacal swabs, with
sampling performed as close as possible prior to movement and results available beforehand (one round of
testing per holding of origin is usually sufficient, unless the RVA decides otherwise, if animals originate from
multiple holdings, each consignment must be tested, sampling may be waived for day-old chicks). Animals must
be placed preferably simultaneously (or within a defined period) into all epidemiological units/buildings (if
possible), with a new monitoring period starting from placement of the first animals. RVA must conduct at least
one official inspection after the monitoring period and no later than 30 days from first animal placement,
including document checks (production, health, traceability), clinical examination, and official sampling per
flock/house = epizootiological unit (again either =5 dead birds or 220+20 swabs), taken by or under supervision
of an official veterinarian. During repopulation, strict biosecurity applies, the operator must maintain up-to-date
records and report abnormalities, and animals may leave the holding only with RVA approval and after favourable
laboratory results; in case of unusual mortality, immediate sampling is required.

4.3 Surveillance programme in wild birds

Surveillance for HPAI in wild birds is carried out as a passive surveillance system through laboratory testing of
wild birds found dead. For individual mortality events, surveillance focuses specifically on the target species listed
by EFSA. In case of 25 dead birds in the same location, samples are collected regardless species. Cloacal and
oropharyngeal/tracheal swabs or tissues from dead wild birds are collected for molecular testing (real-time RT-
PCR) at the SVIs.

In the event of a mass mortality (=5 birds) of wild birds in a same location with laboratory confirmation of HPAI,
RVA informs the affected municipality/municipalities where or near where the case occurred, including SVA
recommendations and an Al information leaflet. The extent of municipalities informed is determined by RVA
based on the specific situation and location. Municipalities are also informed in selected high-profile or unusual
cases (e.g. confirmed HPAI in less typical species such as peregrine falcons). In both situations, commercial
poultry holdings (registered in the Integrated Agricultural Register), ZOOs, and rescue centres located within at
least a 3 km radius of the finding site are also notified.

5. Measures implemented to maintain freedom
5.1 Awareness campaign and risk mitigation measures

Information on the animal health situation related to avian influenza and recommendations and guidance for
poultry and other captive bird owners, hunters, veterinarians and the general public are regularly published on
the official website of the SVA and disseminated through social media and press releases in Czech:
https://www.svscr.cz/zdravi-zvirat/ptaci-chripka-influenza-drubeze/informace-pro-verejnost/ )

The following requirements apply to commercial poultry holdings in the entire country (Decree No 176/2023):

- feeds and drinking water for poultry had to be kept indoors or in a place where wild waterfowl could
not reach;

- keeping waterfowl separately from other poultry and captive birds

- holdings had to be protected from wild birds and other animals.

In response to the worsening situation in 2025, the SVA increased awareness by distributing information on avian
influenza, including symptoms and prevention, to all municipalities for public display. Monitoring of wild birds
was also reinforced by encouraging reports of dead birds, leading to increased surveillance. In case of HPAI
outbreaks in poultry, the SVA informs relevant organizations and stakeholders and announces control measures,
including restricted zones.
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5.2 Import of poultry and poultry products

All imports from third countries, as well as intra-Community trade in poultry, poultry products and hatching eggs,
are subject to veterinary certification and controls in accordance with the following EU legislation: Commission
Delegated Regulation (EU) No 2019/2035, Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) No 2020/688 and Commission
Delegated Regulation (EU) No 2020/692 and in accordance with the requirements of Articles 10.4.7. to 10.4.22.
of the WOAH Terrestrial Animal Health Code. When importing poultry and other birds, hatching eggs, poultry
meat, table eggs and products thereof from non-EU countries, consignments must be accompanied by an animal
health certificate.

6. Conclusion

Considering that:

e Avian Influenza is a notifiable disease in the Czech Republic,

e Prior to the occurrence of the HPAI outbreak on 10 November 2025, the Czech Republic had been
officially free of HPAI virus in poultry since 17 July 2025,

e The stamping-out policy, cleaning and disinfection were applied on all affected holdings after the
confirmation of the virus in poultry.

e The completion of final cleaning and disinfection following the last outbreak was certified on 3 May
2026.

e At least 28 days have elapsed since the completion of the final cleaning and disinfection on the last
affected holding, as provided for in Article 10.4.6 of the Terrestrial Code,

e Surveillance has been carried out in accordance with Articles 10.4.26. to 10.4.30. of the Terrestrial Code,

e An ongoing avian influenza awareness programme and national rules on biosecurity measures are in
place.

The WOAH Delegate of the Czech Republic declares that the country complies with the requirements to declare
the recovery of freedom from infection with high pathogenicity avian influenza virus (HPAI) in poultry as of 31
July 2026, in accordance with Chapter 1.6. and Article 10.4.6. of Terrestrial Animal Health Code (2026) and
consistent with the information provided to the WAHIS.
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Annex |

I, the undersigned, MVDr. Zbynék Semerad

Delegate of Czech Republic to the World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH), takes
responsibility for the self-declaration of freedom from Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza
Viruses (HPAI) in poultry

DISCLAIMER

WOAH, after performing an administrative and technical screening of a self-declaration concerning the animal
health status of a country, a zone or compartment (“self-declaration”), as described in the standard operating
procedures for self-declarations, reserves the right to publish or not the self-declaration on its website. There shall
be no right of appeal from this decision or any recourse of any kind.

The publication by WOAH of self-declaration on its website does not reflect the official opinion of WOAH.
Responsibility for the information contained in a self-declaration lies entirely with the Delegate of the Member
concerned.

Neither WOAH nor any person acting on its behalf may be held responsible for the following:
(i) Any errors, inaccuracies or omissions in the content of a self-declaration,
(ii) The use which may be made of the information contained in a self-declaration,

(iii) Any direct or indirect consequences of any nature arising from or relating to the use of the
information contained in a self-declaration.

Drawn up on 19/08/2026
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