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RESOLUTION No 1 

Approval of the Director General's Report on 2025 WOAH Activities 

In accordance with Article 6 of the Organic Rules of the Organisation, 

THE ASSEMBLY 

RESOLVES 

1. To approve the Director General’s Report on 2025 WOAH Activities (93GS Adm-02). 

______________ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 20 May 2026  
in view of an entry into force on 21 May 2026) 
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RESOLUTION No. 2  

Approval of the Director General’s Report on 2025 WOAH Management,  
Activities and Administrative Work 

In accordance with Article 6 of the Organic Rules of the Organisation, 

THE ASSEMBLY  

RESOLVES  

1. To approve the Director General’s Report on 2025 WOAH Management, Activities and 
Administrative Work (93 GS Adm-03).   

_________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 20 May 2026  
in view of an entry into force on 21 May 2026) 
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RESOLUTION No. 3 

WOAH Eighth Strategic Plan for the Period 2027-2031 

CONSIDERING  

The document 93GS Adm-04 that introduces the draft 8th Strategic Plan of WOAH, established for the 
2027-2031 period, 

THE ASSEMBLY 

DECIDES 

To approve the 8th Strategic Plan of WOAH. 

REQUESTS 

The Director General to prepare annual work programmes, based on the guidelines of this 8th Strategic 
Plan, with the corresponding budgets and contribution mechanisms, which will be submitted every year 
to the approval of the Assembly. 

 
_______________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 20 May 2026  
in view of an entry into force on 1 January 2027) 
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RESOLUTION No. 4 

Recommendations and Updates to the Work Programme Timelines of the WOAH 
Governance Review Committee  

CONSIDERING THAT 

1. The World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH) World Assembly of Delegates (Assembly) in 
Resolution No. 12 (2024) decided that the Director General would establish the Governance 
Review Committee to carry out further work to revise the Organisation’s Basic Texts to secure 
WOAH’s ability to deliver its mandate efficiently, effectively, and sustainably into the future, 

2. The Terms of Reference of the Governance Review Committee provide that the Committee would 
serve in an advisory, consensus building capacity to make recommendations to the Assembly on 
revisions to the Basic Texts, and that, in this capacity, the Governance Review Committee 
submitted initial recommendations for the Assembly’s consideration at the 92nd General Session 
(2025) (92GS/Adm-06),  

3. The Assembly in Resolution No. 5 (2025) took note of the Governance Review Committee’s initial 
recommendations and work programme, under which the Governance Review Committee 
expected to submit a package of recommended changes to WOAH’s governance arrangements to 
the Assembly at the 93rd General Session (2026) (‘Phase 1’) and, based on the Assembly’s 
decisions, submit a package of changes to WOAH’s Basic Texts and legal framework for the 
Assembly’s consideration at the 94th General Session (2027) (‘Phase 2’),  

4. The Assembly in Resolution No. 5 (2025) decided that certain proposals supporting revisions to the 
Basic Texts would be reviewed and, subject to the conclusions of the Governance Review 
Committee, developed with a view to submission for the Assembly’s consideration at the 93rd 
General Session (2026),  

5. The Organisation’s Eighth Strategic Plan recognises the work of the Governance Review 
Committee, together with the implementation of the Assembly’s decisions on updates to WOAH’s 
institutional, technical, and financial governance, as strategic enablers for achieving the 
Organisation’s objectives,  

6. The Governance Review Committee has engaged with WOAH Members from all five (5) Regions 
to regularly inform them of and to enable them to provide input on the Governance Review 
Committee’s deliberations, 

7. The Council was regularly informed of the Governance Review Committee’s work, including its 
Report to the 93rd General Session (2026) (93GS/Adm-05), and validated the updates to the 
timeframes of the Governance Review Committee’s work programme, 

THE ASSEMBLY,  

RECOGNISES  

8. The importance of the work of, and the considerable progress made by, the Governance Review 

Committee in assessing changes to WOAH’s governance arrangements.   

https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2024/06/202405-resolutions-final-en-1.pdf
https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2025/03/92gs-adm-06-en-report-of-the-woah-governance-review-committee.pdf
https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2025/06/2025-92gs-resolutions-final-en.pdf
https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2026/03/gs93-2026-wd-adm-05-report-of-the-governance-review-committee-en.pdf


GS93_2026_RES-04_Adm_GRC Recommendations_En  2 
 

TAKES NOTE  

9. Of the Report of the Governance Review Committee (93GS/Adm-05) including progress made in 
relation to the proposals supporting revisions to the Basic Texts mandated under Resolution No. 5 
(2025). 

10. Of the updates to the timeframes of the Governance Review Committee’s work programme, which 
extend Phase 1 by one year, reflecting the strong engagement of WOAH Members and Regional 
Commissions and seeking to ensure that the Committee’s recommendations to the Assembly are 
well-informed, inclusive and of the highest quality. 

11. Of the progress of the Governance Review Committee on the work requested in Resolution No. 5 
(2025) and the importance of prioritising work to strengthen the institutional effectiveness of WOAH, 
leading to revision of the WOAH Basic Texts in a focused manner. 

12. That, in accordance with the updates to the timeframes in its work programme, the Governance 
Review Committee expects to submit a third package of recommended changes to WOAH’s 
governance arrangements to the Assembly at the 94th General Session (2027) and, subject to the 
Assembly’s decisions, to submit a package of proposed changes to WOAH’s Basic Texts and legal 
framework expected for the Assembly’s consideration at the 95th General Session (2028). 

ON THE PROPOSAL OF THE GOVERNANCE REVIEW COMMITTEE,  

DECIDES  

13. To approve the recommendations and corresponding implementation plans outlined in Sections II 
and III of the Report of the Governance Review Committee to the 93rd General Session 
(93GS/Adm-05), which are attached hereto as Annex A and form an integral part of this Resolution. 

14. To initiate a process to evaluate options for reforming WOAH’s statutory contribution model towards 
a more objective, formula-based system, as outlined in the Report of the Governance Review 
Committee to the 93rd General Session (93GS/Adm-05), without prejudging the outcome of such 
consideration or the level of future statutory contributions of any Members. 

15. To request the Secretariat, under the oversight of the Governance Review Committee and in 
consultation with Members, to undertake necessary analytical and consultative work to support this 
evaluation, and the Governance Review Committee submit one or more options for the Assembly’s 
consideration at its 94th General Session (2027) or, if necessary, the 95th General Session (2028). 

AND INVITES 

16. WOAH Members to participate actively in the consultative process relating to the work of the 
Governance Review Committee through the Regional Commissions, using existing structures 
and, subject to available resources, with the support of the Regional and Sub-Regional 
Representations, and, as appropriate, through internal consultations with relevant authorities and 
stakeholders within their respective jurisdictions. 

_____________ 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 20 May 2026 

in view of an entry into force on 21 May 2026)  
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ANNEX A TO RESOLUTION No. 04 

Extract of Sections II and III of the Report of the Governance Review Committee to the 
93rd General Session (93GS/Adm-05), dated March 2026 

This Annex reproduces in full and without alterations the recommendations of the WOAH Governance 
Review Committee included in Sections II and III of the Report of the Governance Review Committee 
(93GS/Adm-05), as circulated to WOAH Members for the 93rd General Session. The original formatting 
and numbering of paragraphs have been retained for ease of reference. 

 
*** 
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II. Recommendations in Response to Assembly 
Resolution No. 5 (2025)  

3. Financial Transparency  
 

Recommendation 

Increase the transparency of WOAH Members’ financial contributions and arrears by 
requesting the Secretariat to develop and progressively refine appropriate and proportionate 
transparency arrangements, including through:  
 

• Developing a public-facing dashboard providing a clear, accessible overview of 
Member contributions (statutory and extraordinary), arrears, and voluntary 
contributions through the WOAH World Fund; 
 

• Enhancing annual reporting on the Regular Budget to provide a clearer picture of 
Member situations and how contributions fund WOAH’s strategic priorities; 
 

• Including financial matters as a standing agenda item at Regional Commission or 
Regional Core Group meetings.1 

 
 

Rationale  

35. Assembly Resolution No. 5 (2025) tasked the Committee with presenting a proposal to 
enhance financial transparency for the Assembly’s consideration at the 93rd General Session 
in 2026. The Committee therefore examined a set of measures aimed at strengthening the 
accessibility and clarity of financial information available to Members. 
 

36. The first proposed measure is the development of a public-facing financial dashboard 
providing a clear overview of statutory contributions, arrears, and voluntary support. This 
tool will also support advocacy by enabling Delegates and the Secretariat to promote timely 
payment of contributions. In parallel, the public online list of WOAH Members will display 
each Member’s contribution category, payment status, and year of contribution. 
 

37. The second proposed measure is to enhance annual reporting on the Regular Budget, 
offering a clearer picture of how contributions support WOAH’s strategic priorities. This 
includes revitalising the ‘financial summary report’ (first issued in 2021) as a concise, user-
friendly companion to formal Assembly documentation and presenting it during pre-General 
Session meetings. 

  

 
1 This recommendation is based on recommendation 20 of the Consultants’ Report. 
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38. The third proposed measure is to include financial matters as a standing agenda item at 
Regional Commission and/or Regional Core Group meetings, in addition to Council 
meetings. Ahead of these meetings, the Secretariat will prepare short regional financial 
summaries with up-to-date information on contributions, arrears, and extraordinary 
payments, thereby embedding regular dialogue on financial responsibilities. 

 
Key Implications and Considerations  

39. The Committee recognised that enhanced transparency may raise concerns that Members 
in arrears could feel publicly singled out. The Committee noted that the intention is not to 
“name and shame” but to provide Delegates with practical tools to advocate domestically 
for the timely payment of contribution and, ultimately, to ensure the Organisation’s financial 
sustainability. The proposed measures are designed to support Members in addressing their 
financial obligations through improved visibility, clearer communication, and more robust 
information-sharing. Greater clarity and systematic disclosure will strengthen accountability, 
reinforce collective responsibility, and enhance trust in the Organisation’s financial 
governance. Ensuring that all transparency tools are presented in an objective and factual 
manner will provide appropriate safeguards against unintended reputational impacts. 
 

40. The Committee noted that these measures entail a moderate increase in the Secretariat’s 
workload, primarily to develop the new dashboard, update reporting formats, and prepare 
regional summaries. As much of the underlying information is already collected, the 
additional burden is expected to be manageable. 
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Implementation Plan  

Recommendation  Actions Responsibility 
for Final 
Decision 

Timeline Costs or Savings EUR € 
(thousand) 

Post- 
Implementation 
Evaluation 

        Investment Recurrent per 
annum 

 

Increase the transparency of WOAH Members’ 
financial contributions and arrears by requesting 
the Secretariat to develop and progressively 
refine appropriate and proportionate 
transparency arrangements, including through:  
 

• Developing a public-facing 
dashboard providing a clear, accessible 
overview of Member contributions (statutory 
and extraordinary), arrears, and voluntary 
contributions through the WOAH World 
Fund; 
 

• Enhancing annual reporting on the Regular 
Budget to provide a clearer picture of 
Member situations and how contributions 
fund WOAH’s strategic priorities; 
 

• Including financial matters as a standing 
agenda item at Regional Commission or 
Regional Core Group meetings.  

  

- Secretariat to 
develop the public-
facing dashboard.  
 
- Secretariat to 
enhance annual 
reporting on the 
Regular Budget, 
including the ‘financial 
summary report’.  
 
- Secretariat to 
establish ‘financial 
matters’ as a standing 
agenda item at 
Regional Commission 
and/or Regional Core 
Group meetings and 
support discussions 
with relevant 
summaries.   

Assembly The actions 
will be 
implemente
d in 2026-
2027.  

Some 
increased 
workload is 
expected for 
the 
Secretariat 
in the short 
term with no 
financial 
implications.  

The 
measures 
aim to 
increase the 
timely 
payment of 
contributions. 

The actions, and 
resulting 
impacts, will be 
assessed on an 
ongoing basis by 
the Secretariat.  
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III. Set of Recommendations on WOAH’s 
Governance Arrangements 

1. Institutional Governance  
 

1.1 Relations with Other Entities  

 
Recommendation  

Establish a three-tier, risk-based model for approval of WOAH’s institutional and certain 
technical agreements covered by Article 6 of the Organic Rules, whereby: 
 

• Strategic or high-risk agreements with legal or political implications would be 
approved by the Assembly (Tier 1); 
 

• Operational but significant agreements would be approved by the Director General 
with Council agreement (Tier 2);  

 

• Administrative or technical agreements with low risk for the Organisation would be 
approved by the Director General (Tier 3).2 

 

 
Rationale  

43. The Committee concludes that the establishment of a three-tier, risk-based approval model 
would improve the efficiency, clarity, and transparency of the process for finalising 
agreements covered by Article 6 of the Organic Rules. This model would ensure that any 
new cooperation agreement imposing strategic, legal, or political obligations on Members 
are submitted to the Assembly for approval, while at the same time streamlining the 
Assembly’s agenda by delegating the approval of operational agreements to the Director 
General and the Council. 
 

44. The Committee considers that these clearer, proportionate approval pathways would support 
the Organisation’s ability to enter into beneficial partnerships aligned with WOAH’s 
objectives, facilitate the timely conclusion of cooperation agreements, and enhance the 
Organisation’s reputation as a reliable and effective partner. Overall, the Committee also 
considers that the proposed model appropriately balances operational flexibility with 
transparency.  

 
Key Implications and Considerations  

45. In practice, the Assembly would be more focused on strategic matters and on the approval 
of cooperation agreements only where its involvement is necessary, supported by clearly 
defined reporting mechanisms of the Director General and/or Council to ensure appropriate 
oversight, transparency, and accountability. The Committee will further consider the criteria 
for determining the appropriate tier classification (Tier 1, 2 or 3) for agreements. 
 

46. The Committee notes that information on future co-operation agreements published on the 
WOAH website could be reorganised in accordance with the three tiers proposed under the 
new model, and that the Secretariat could more clearly communicate to Delegates the 
purpose and benefits of new agreements, including their relevance and added value for 
Members. 

 
47. The Committee also recommends updating the terminology regarding the reference to 

“international organisations” by replacing it with terminology that better reflects contemporary 

 
2 This recommendation is based on recommendation 8 of the Consultants’ Report. 
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practice, noting that WOAH currently partners with a variety of entities including 
intergovernmental organisations, international non-governmental organisations, and quasi-
international organisations. The legal texts in which these terminology updates will be 
reflected will be determined by the Committee’s recommendation on the approach to the 
changes to legal texts. 

 
48. The recommendation has no financial implications. 
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Implementation Plan  

Recommendation  Actions Responsibility 
for Final 
Decision 

Timeline Costs or Savings 
EUR € (thousand) 

Post- Implementation Evaluation 

        Investment Recurrent per 
annum 

 

Establish a three-tier, risk-
based model for approval of 
WOAH’s institutional and 
certain technical agreements 
covered by Article 6 of the 
Organic Rules, whereby: 
 

• Strategic or high-risk 
agreements with legal or 
political implications 
would be approved by the 
Assembly (Tier 1); 
 

• Operational but significant 
agreements would be 
approved by the Director 
General with Council 
agreement (Tier 2); 
  

• Administrative or technical 
arrangements with low 
risk for the Organisation 
would be approved by the 
Director General (Tier 3).  

- The legal texts 
through which this 
risk-based approach 
will be implemented 
will be determined by 
the Committee’s 
recommendation on 
the approach to the 
changes to legal 
texts. 
 
- Secretariat to 
update the WOAH 
website and detail 
more thoroughly the 
progress of WOAH’s 
relationships with its 
partners in the 
Director General’s 
annual activities 
report.  
 
  

Assembly Amendment to 
legal texts 
could first apply 
in 2029.  
  

 Nil.  Nil. A progress update to the Assembly 
would be provided at the General 
Session in 2032 including, where 
relevant, suggestions for 
improvement.  
 

 



GS93_2026_RES-04_Adm_GRC Recommendations_En  10 
 

1.2 Participation of Alternates and Advisers in the Assembly 
 

Recommendation  

Permit, subject to the clear authorisation of the Delegate, specified members of WOAH 
Members’ delegations to participate, speak and, as appropriate, exercise voting rights in all 
sessions of the Assembly to provide greater flexibility for Delegates in the Assembly.3 

 
 Rationale   

49. The Committee considered that allowing advisers and alternates to participate in all sessions of 
the Assembly, and to speak and vote on behalf of the WOAH Member with the Delegate’s 
authorisation, would strengthen Member representation and provide greater flexibility to 
Delegates to manage their workload. Under current arrangements, advisers and alternates are 
not eligible to speak nor vote and are excluded from closed sessions, including those concerning 
budgets or elections. As a result, Delegates must address a wide range of technical, financial, 
governance, and operational matters, placing a substantial burden on a single individual. 
 

50. The Committee observed that more flexible arrangements will allow Delegates to determine 
how their Member is best represented in each session. Delegates will continue to lead all 
engagements if they wish, but will also have the option to delegate speaking or voting rights to 
another individual, such as technical advisers for discussions on standards or senior officials for 
strategic or financial matters to improve the quality of discussions. This will ensure that Members 
are represented by the most relevant expert for each topic and that discussions benefit from 
informed contributions, thereby strengthening their efficiency and effectiveness. 
 

51. The Committee also noted that the current accreditation process for alternates involves complex 
formalities and advance notification. Simplifying these requirements will make the process 
easier and more efficient. 
 

Key Implications and Considerations 

52. Specified members of the delegation will, subject to the Delegate’s authority, be permitted to 
attend and speak in all sessions of the Assembly, including those currently designated as closed 
sessions. Given the current rhythm of debate, this change is not expected to significantly affect 
the flow of discussions. However, the rules governing the length and relevance of interventions 
will be clarified to maintain focus during discussions. Any member of a delegation, subject to 
the principle of ‘one Member, one vote’, will also be permitted to vote in these discussions, 
provided they have explicit authorisation from the Delegate, which will avoid procedural delays 
and enhance efficiency. 
 

53. The Committee noted that permitting alternates and advisers to speak and vote would require 
clear procedures to ensure transparency and accountability. To this end, any rules relating to 
delegations should clearly define the scope of such delegation, ensuring that the Delegate 
retains ultimate responsibility for the Member’s position. Any authorisation by the Delegate to 
vote should be explicit and properly documented in writing ahead of the Assembly session, in 
order to avoid ambiguity. As revised participation rules in sessions of the Assembly will alter who 
is entitled to be present and counted in meetings, the Committee also considered that quorum 
requirements should be reviewed, if appropriate, to ensure procedural certainty. 

  

 
3 This recommendation is based on recommendation 9 of the Consultants’ Report. 
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54. Furthermore, the Committee considered that all members of a delegation should (continue to) 
be identified and communicated by Members to the Secretariat prior to the General Session, 
with clearly defined roles. Adjustments to the accreditation rules will be necessary, as the current 
system for alternate Delegates involves burdensome formal notifications from national 
authorities. Simplifying these requirements would reduce administrative work for Members and 
the Secretariat while maintaining the integrity of representation. In this context, the Committee 
also discussed the possibility of establishing a rule whereby each WOAH Member (through the 
Delegate) would nominate one or two pre-identified ‘permanent’ Alternate Delegates.
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Implementation Plan  

Recommendation  Actions Responsibility 
for Final 
Decision 

Timeline Costs or Savings 
EUR € (thousand) 

Post- Implementation 
Evaluation 

        Investment Recurrent per 
annum 

 

Permit, subject to 
the clear 
authorisation of the 
Delegate, specified 
members of WOAH 
Members’ 
delegations to 
participate, speak 
and, as 
appropriate, 
exercise voting 
rights in all 
sessions of the 
Assembly to 
provide greater 
flexibility for 
Delegates in the 
Assembly.  

- Amend Art. 3 of the General Rules to 
permit, subject to the clear 
authorisation of the Delegate, 
specified members of WOAH 
Members’ delegations to participate, 
speak and as appropriate exercise 
voting rights in all sessions of the 
Assembly to provide greater flexibility 
for Delegates in the Assembly.  
 
- Amend Art. 3 of the General Rules to 
simplify accreditation rules for 
alternates and advisers.  
 
- Amend Article 48 of the General 
Rules to introduce clearer safeguards 
governing the President of the 
Assembly’s authority to direct 
discussions, in order to ensure focus 
and procedural discipline. 
 
- Amend Art. 50 of the General Rules, 
as appropriate, to clarify and codify 
quorum requirements.  

Assembly Any amendment 
to Art. 3, 48 and 
50 of the General 
Rules will first 
apply to the 97th 
General Session 
in 2030, subject to 
the Assembly’s 
decisions  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Nil.   Nil. The Secretariat will assess 
the effectiveness of the 
mitigation measures 
implemented to maintain 
focus during discussions as 
well as the revised 
accreditation rules for 
alternates and advisers 
following the 97th General 
Session and, as appropriate, 
propose adjustments. 
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1.3 Past-President Position in the Council 

 
Recommendation  

Remove the position of the Past-President in the Council, in order to allow for stronger and 
more balanced regional representation.4 

 

Rationale  

55. The Past-President role reflects an earlier practice from a time when the Council served 
primarily as a group of ‘wise experts’ advising the Director General rather than as a 
representative governance body. In comparable international organisations, all members of 
executive bodies are elected or nominated to represent the broader membership, ensuring 
inclusivity, accountability, and regional balance. Retaining a position that is neither elected 
nor regionally representative is not fully aligned with these principles and does not align with 
the Organisation’s commitment to Member-driven governance. Replacing the Past-
President position with an elected seat will enhance the Council’s representative character 
and support a more modern and inclusive governance structure. 

Key Implications and Considerations 
 

56. The Past-President position will be replaced by an ordinary Council seat to be filled through 
the standard election process. In practice, this means that, after the President and Vice-
President, the additional seat will be elected by the Assembly for a three-year term through 
the established nomination procedures (Article 9 of the General Rules). This change will not 
affect the regional distribution of elected Council seats.  

57. The Committee noted that ensuring adequate support for incoming Council Presidents at the 
start of their term would require particular attention. This will be addressed through continuity 
measures such as strengthened induction processes and enhanced Secretariat guidance. 
These measures will be reviewed and adjusted as needed following implementation. 

Implementation Plan  
 

Recommendation  Actions Responsib
ility for 
Final 
Decision 

Timeline Costs or 
Savings EUR € 
(thousand) 

Post- 
Implementation 
Evaluation 

        Invest
ment 

Recurrent 
per annum 

 

Remove the 
position of the Past 
President in the 
Council, in order to 
allow for stronger 
and more balanced 
regional 
representation. 

Amend 
Art. 8 of 
General 
Rules to 
replace 
the Past-
President 
with an 
ordinary 
Council 
member 
position.  
  

Assembly Amendment 
to Art. 8 of 
the General 
Rules will first 
apply to the 
2030 Council 
elections, 
subject to the 
Assembly’s 
decisions.   

 Nil.  Nil. The Secretariat 
will review the 
adequacy of 
support, in 
consultation with 
incoming 
President.  
 
Mitigation 
measures will be 
reassessed and, 
where necessary, 
adjusted.  

 
1.4 Functions of the Regional Commissions and Regional Commission Bureaus  

 

Recommendation5   

 
4 This recommendation is based on recommendation 11 of the Consultants’ Report. 
5 This recommendation is based on recommendation 13 of the Consultants’ Report. 
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A. Update the functions of the Regional Commissions, with the revised functions as follows:  
 

• Formulate thematic proposals and recommendations for the Assembly, and advise 
the Council and report on the implementation of WOAH activities at the regional level;  
 

• Report on regional adaptations of WOAH-wide policies and programmes to the 
Assembly or the Council;  
 

• Coordinate and consult on regional positions regarding global topics, including 
regional needs and expectations, before they reach the Assembly;  
 

• Provide input during the development of WOAH’s strategic plans and high-level work 
programmes, and report on their implementation within the regions;  
 

• Support encouraging Members to engage actively in WOAH’s activities and help raise 
the Organisation’s profile in the regions, reaching beyond government stakeholders 
to broader audiences;  
 

• Advise on the location and priorities of Regional and Sub-Regional Offices to ensure 
that activities address regional needs; 
 

• Elect the members of the Regional Bureau;  
 

• Facilitate co-ordination and collaboration among Members on regional priorities, 
including strengthening veterinary services’ capacities and promoting the 
harmonisation of sanitary regulations. 

 
While streamlining the current Regional Commission functions related to increasing the 
contribution of livestock to national economies and participate in poverty alleviation 
through international trade.  
 

B. Integrate the functions of the Regional Core Group into the responsibilities of the Regional 
Commissions.  
 

C. Update the composition of Regional Bureaus to be composed of WOAH Members, rather 
than Delegates in their individual capacity, with the requirement that Delegates serve as 
representatives of their WOAH Members on the Bureau, and grant each Regional 
Commission the flexibility to determine the size of its Bureau of up to 3 to 4 members.  
 

D. Update the election process for Bureau members of the Regional Commissions so that 
Regional Commissions elect their Bureau and report the election outcomes to the 
Assembly for endorsement.  
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Updating the Functions of the Regional Commissions  

58. The Committee considers that WOAH’s current regional governance structures are under-
utilised compared to those of other international organisations with similar arrangements and 
do not fully enable effective engagement with Members or the timely integration of regional 
perspectives into the Organisation’s work. Against this background, the Committee 
considers that updating and strengthening the functions of the Regional Commissions would 
reinforce regional ownership, improve communication and feedback between WOAH and its 
Members, and contribute to a more decentralised, agile, and responsive governance 
framework, ensuring that the Organisation remains fit for purpose. 

59. While the proposed updates to the functions of the Regional Commissions largely do not 
introduce new responsibilities but rather formalise practices already undertaken, regional 
WOAH Members are expected to become more actively engaged in Regional Commission 
work, including, for example, through more formalised input into strategic planning 
processes. Beyond this, the Committee considers that the revised functions could enhance 
the effectiveness and efficiency of proceedings at the Assembly and Council, for example by 
improved Regional Commission reporting mechanisms and the recommended function of 
consulting on and coordinating of regional positions on global issues. 

60. The Committee recognises that broader engagement of regional Members may lead to an 
increase in the number and/or duration of Regional Commission meetings, with associated 
cost implications, primarily related to interpretation. In particular, ad hoc virtual meetings are 
likely to increase in connection with the proposed functions, for example to support more 
systematic regional consultations on strategic plans and work programmes (estimated at 
approximately €6,500 per meeting for interpretation across all five regions). In addition, 
annual Regional Commission meetings held prior to the General Session may require 
extended duration to facilitate coordination of regional positions on global issues, with similar 
estimated interpretation costs. Regional Conferences may also require longer sessions to 
accommodate the proposed updates, including the election of Bureaus; related costs vary 
by region and are in part borne by host Members. 

61. With regard to the Bureaus, the Committee notes that the proposed revised Regional 
Commission functions can largely be accommodated within existing working arrangements, 
including meetings held during the General Session and Regional Conferences. However, 
the Secretariat anticipates the need for up to two additional ad hoc Regional Bureau 
meetings per year, as well as increased reliance on written consultations, with estimated 
interpretation/translation costs of approximately €13,000 where interpretation is required. 

62. As regards the Secretariat, the Committee recognises that the preparation and 
implementation of the proposed revised Regional Commission functions will entail an 
increase in workload, both at regional and headquarter levels. This increase could be 
addressed through adjustments to internal arrangements within Regional Offices and 
Headquarters, including additional staff capacity in some regions to ensure effective 
implementation. For the sustainable implementation of the revised Regional Commission 
functions, the Committee notes the reliance of Regional Offices on voluntary contributions 
and encourages continued reflection by the Assembly on options to strengthen the adequacy 
and predictability of Regional Offices’ funding. 
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Updating the Functions of the Regional Commission Bureaus 

63. The Committee considers that the functions currently performed by the Regional Core 
Groups should be formally integrated into the responsibilities of the Regional Commissions, 
with a view to providing greater clarity and accuracy in roles and responsibilities. This 
approach would formalise existing practice, as over the past five years several Regional 
Bureau meetings have taken place in the context of the Regional Core Groups, bringing 
together Bureau members, Council members from the respective region, and Regional and 
Sub-Regional Offices. 

64. In practice, the activities currently undertaken by the Regional Core Groups would be carried 
out by the Bureaus, including, for example, the discussion and adoption of Regional 
Commission work programmes, strategies, policies, activities, and recommendations, with 
the specific Bureau functions to be set out in the Regional Commission Terms of Reference. 
The Committee will further consider how the Regional Core Groups could contribute, as an 
informal forum, to strengthen institutional interlinkages between the Council and the 
Regional Bureaus.  

65. The proposed change is not expected to have significant cost implications.  

Regional Bureau Composition – WOAH Member-Based Structure and Flexible Bureau 
Size  

 
66. The Committee further recommends that the composition of the Regional Commission 

Bureaus be based on WOAH Members, rather than Delegates in their individual capacity. 
This approach is expected to strengthen representation and accountability to the regions 
and enhance the legitimacy of Bureau deliberations and decisions. Importantly, it would also 
avoid the need for partial elections when Delegates leave office before the end of their term, 
as the WOAH Member concerned would nominate a new representative to serve for the 
remainder of the term, thereby ensuring greater institutional stability, continuity of 
governance, and predictability in the functioning of the Regional Bureaus. 

67. The Committee considered, however, that the Delegate, as the Member representative, 
would continue to play a central role in this structure. While a WOAH Member-based 
composition of the Regional Bureaus offers the above-mentioned governance and 
representational advantages, it could present a risk of reduced operational continuity, 
technical expertise, and institutional memory, if WOAH Members decided to designate 
Bureau representatives with diverse professional backgrounds or varying levels of familiarity 
with WOAH’s structures, procedures, and practices. To mitigate this risk, it is expected that 
the appointed Delegate would continue to serve as the representative of the elected WOAH 
Member in the Regional Bureaus, thereby ensuring continuity, technical expertise, and 
effective institutional linkage between the Regional Commission and the Bureau. This 
approach would also maintain close and consistent working relationships among Bureau 
members. If the Bureau President resigns or is unable to serve, a Vice-President would 
assume the role until the next regular elections. In practice, the change would therefore be 
largely formal in nature and limited in its operational impact, while reinforcing the overall 
representativeness and legitimacy of the Bureaus. 

68. The Committee also recommends granting each Regional Commission flexibility to 
determine the size of its Bureau, noting that this would allow Bureau structures to better 
reflect regional diversity and operational needs. The Committee particularly identified that 
this flexibility would ensure that regions composed of several sub-regions are able to secure 
adequate representation in their Regional Bureaus, thereby also enabling more balanced 
and inclusive input into Council and Assembly deliberations. To mitigate the risk of significant 
disparities in Bureau sizes across regions, the Committee will define an appropriate 
mechanism for providing this flexibility to Bureaus, with a range up to 3 or 4 members, 
ensuring consistency and effective functioning across regions. 
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69. The proposed change is not expected to have cost implications.  

Regional Bureau Election Process  
 

70. The Committee recommends updating the election process for Regional Bureau members 
so that the Regional Commissions elect their respective Bureaus and report the election 
outcomes to the Assembly for formal endorsement. This proposed change is intended to 
reinforce regional ownership, enhance transparency, and streamline electoral procedures. It 
would also contribute to a more efficient use of the Assembly’s time.  

71. In practical terms, meetings of the Regional Commissions (e.g. in the margins of Regional 
Conferences or the Regional Commission meetings within the framework of the General 
Session) may require some additional time to conduct these elections. However, any 
associated cost implications are expected to be minimal. At the same time, the process 
would save time for the Assembly.
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Implementation Plan  

Recommendation  Actions Responsibility 
for Final 
Decision 

Timeline Costs or Savings 
EUR € (thousand) 

Post- 
Implementation 
Evaluation 

        Investment Recurrent 
per annum 

 

A. Update the functions of the Regional 
Commissions, with the revised functions as 
follows:  

 

• Formulate thematic proposals and 
recommendations for the Assembly, and 
advise the Council and report on the 
implementation of WOAH activities at the 
regional level;  
 

• Report on regional adaptations of WOAH-
wide policies and programmes to the 
Assembly or the Council;  
 

• Coordinate and consult on regional positions 
regarding global topics, including regional 
needs and expectations, before they reach 
the Assembly;  
 

• Provide input during the development of 
WOAH’s strategic plans and high-level work 
programmes, and report on their 
implementation within the regions;  
  

• Support encouraging Members to engage 
actively in WOAH’s activities and help raise 
the Organisation’s profile in the regions, 
reaching beyond government stakeholders to 
broader audiences;  
 

1. Amend the Terms of 
Reference and Internal 
Rules of the Regional 
Commissions and 
Regional Conferences with 
regard to the updated 
functions and structure of 
the Regional Commissions 
and their Bureaus, notably:  
 

• Chapter 1 (Regional 
Commission functions) 
 

• Art. 5 (Bureau 
functions) 
 

• Art. 6 (Bureau 
elections)  
 

• Art. 8 (Regional 
Commission functions) 
 

• Art. 9 (Regional 
Commission functions; 
Regional 
Conferences) 
 

• Art. 11 (Regional 
Bureau functions; 
Regional 
Conferences) 

 Assembly The 
implementation of 
revised Regional 
Commission and 
Regional Bureau 
functions is 
envisaged over 
the period 2028-
2030 starting with 
the cycle of 
Regional 
Conferences 
starting in 
September 2028.  
 
It is envisaged 
that, starting with 
the election 
cycles in 
September 2028, 
Regional 
Commissions will 
directly elect their 
Bureaus and 
those will be 
composed of 
WOAH Members 
rather than 
individual 
Delegates.  
  

Interpretatio
n fees: ~20k 
(envisaging 
3 virtual 
meetings 
per region / 
per year).  
 
Ensuring 1 
Staff per 
region with 
dedicated 
related 
tasks.  

Interpretati
on fees: 
~20k 
 
Ensuring 1 
Staff per 
region with 
dedicated 
related 
tasks.  

Secretariat by 
2032 to assess 
effectiveness, 
and resource 
adequacy.  
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• Advise on the location and priorities of 
Regional and Sub-Regional Offices to ensure 
that activities address regional needs; 
 

• Elect the members of the Regional Bureaus;   
 

• Facilitate co-ordination and collaboration 
among Members on regional priorities, 
including strengthening veterinary services’ 
capacities and promoting the harmonisation 
of sanitary regulations.  

 
While streamlining the current Regional 
Commission functions related to increasing 
the contribution of livestock to national 
economies and participate in poverty 
alleviation through international trade.  

 
B. Integrate the functions of the Regional Core 

Group into the responsibilities of the 
Regional Commissions.  

 
C. Update the composition of Regional Bureaus 

to be composed of WOAH Members, rather 
than Delegates in their individual capacity, 
with the requirement that Delegates serve as 
representatives of their WOAH Members on 
the Bureau and grant each Regional 
Commission the flexibility to determine the 
size of its Bureau of up to 3 to 4 members.  

 
D. Update the election process for Bureau 

members of the Regional Commissions so 
that the Regional Commissions elect their 
Bureau and report the election outcomes to 
the Assembly for endorsement.  

 
2. Review and amend the 
Secretariat guidelines for 
Regional Core Groups 
(‘Core Group Guidelines’), 
where relevant.  
 
3. Define mechanisms to 
determine the Bureau size, 
ensuring consistency and 
effective functioning 
across regions.   
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2. Financial Governance  
 

2.1      WOAH’s Statutory Contribution Model  

 

Recommendation  

Initiate a structured, Member-driven process to evaluate options for reforming WOAH’s 
statutory contribution model, moving from the current self-selecting system towards a more 
objective, formula-based system based on the principles of financial viability, sustainability, 
equity, transparency, predictability, capacity to pay and solidarity. 
 
This decision would authorise the Secretariat, with the GRC’s oversight, to undertake 
analytical, consultative and drafting work for future Assembly consideration. This would not 
prejudge the outcome of the process, nor predetermine the level of future contributions of any 
Member.6 

 
Rationale for Reform 

72. The Committee considered that reform of WOAH’s statutory contribution model is necessary 
to safeguard the Organisation’s long-term financial sustainability, credibility and capacity to 
deliver its mandate. The current voluntary, self-selecting model no longer provides the 
predictability required for WOAH’s activities. The concentration of Members in the lowest 
contribution categories, the lack of coherence in the categories by Members, persistent 
arrears, and the resulting reliance on voluntary and earmarked funding undermines WOAH’s 
financial viability and institutional resilience and constrains strategic planning.  

73. The Committee also noted that the difficulties inherent in WOAH’s statutory contribution 
model for sustainably financing its core functions are structural in nature, and would remain 
even in the absence of Member arrears or payment delays. Further, a more predictable and 
transparent statutory contribution model is essential to support Members’ domestic 
budgetary and approval processes for payment of their contributions.  

74. The Committee further observed that, while reform of statutory contributions is a critical step, 
it should be complemented by continued resource mobilisation efforts and aligned with 
related governance, mandate and strategic initiatives underway in the Committee’s broader 
work programme and in the implementation of WOAH’s 8th Strategic Plan.  

Strategic Direction for Evaluating a New Model 

75. In the Committee’s view, ensuring that statutory contributions appropriately support the 
Organisation’s essential functions is central to strengthening WOAH’s financial resilience, 
credibility, and long-term effectiveness. The Committee therefore recommends that work 
should proceed towards an analysis of options for a mandatory, formula-based statutory 
contribution model with objectively determined contribution categories based on the 
principles of financial viability, sustainability, equity, transparency, predictability, capacity to 
pay and solidarity. This work should focus on identifying alternative models based on each 
Member’s capacity to pay, while preserving solidarity, avoiding disproportionate burdens on 
vulnerable Members, and reducing financial dependency on a limited number of contributors. 

76. Any potential model would need to be considered by the WOAH Membership, comply with 
the principles for reform recommended by the GRC as agreed by the Assembly, and would 
incorporate appropriate transitional arrangements. Clear and supportive approaches for 
Members in arrears would also be identified in this stage, with the objective of improving 
payment compliance while maintaining inclusiveness and trust within the Membership. 

 
6 This recommendation is based on recommendation 19 of the Consultants’ Report. 
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77. The Committee underscored that no proposal will be submitted to the Assembly without 
structured consultation with Members, including through the Regional Commissions, and 
transparent reporting on how Member and regional perspectives have been reflected. 

78. On this basis, the Committee recommends that the Assembly decide at the 93rd General 
Session (2026) to mandate the Secretariat, with the Committee’s oversight, to initiate 
structured analytical and consultative work on options for a revised statutory contribution 
model and associated phased implementation mechanisms. This work would be supported 
by transparent communication, detailed impact assessments, and a clear roadmap for 
decision-making by the Assembly. 

79. Following this evaluation phase, one or more options for a new statutory contribution model, 
together with transitional arrangements and a fully costed implementation plan, would be 
submitted to the Assembly for decision at the 94th General Session (2027) or, if necessary, 
the 95th General Session (2028). 

Task for Delegates and Member Authorities 

80. Meaningful reform requires active engagement by Delegates with their ministries and 
relevant authorities throughout the evaluation phase. WOAH Members would be invited to 
assess the potential budgetary and policy implications of alternative contribution models, 
including their medium-term fiscal impact, and to provide informed input during consultations.  

81. Delegates will play a central role in facilitating domestic understanding of the rationale for 
reform and ensuring that regional perspectives and economic realities are taken into 
account. The Committee emphasised that early and sustained engagement at the domestic 
and regional levels will be critical to enable an orderly, transparent, and politically sustainable 
transition to any revised statutory contribution model.
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Implementation Pathway  

82. Given that this work concerns the development and evaluation of policy options rather than implementation of a final model, the Committee has set out a phased 
implementation pathway rather than a fully costed implementation plan at this stage. 

Phase Timeline Focus Key Actions Responsible Parties Outcome for the 
Assembly 

Stage 1: Evaluation and Consultation on New Models and Implementation Options 

Phase 0:  
Preparatory 
Analysis and 
Model 
Scoping 

January – 
June 2026 

Technical 
groundwork 

 Identify and preliminarily describe new potential contribution 
models. 
 
Undertake an initial impact analysis at Member and regional 
levels.  
 
Analyse underlying causes of non-payment under current 
system to inform design of compliance and support 
mechanisms. 
 
Further benchmarking against comparable international 
organisations, aligned with proposed reform principles (financial 
viability, sustainability, equity, transparency, predictability and 
solidarity). 

GRC (oversee) 
 
Secretariat (execution) 
 
 

Evidence base to 
inform Member 
discussion and 
mobilisation. 

Phase 1:  
Direction and 
Mobilisation 

93rd 
General 
Session 
(May 2026) 

Formal 
launch of 
reform 
process 

GRC report to the General Session outlining the rationale for 
reform. 
 
Assembly decision to evaluate new models for WOAH’s statutory 
contributions. 

Assembly (endorsement 
of direction) 
 
GRC (facilitate Assembly 
decision-making) 

Informed 
Assembly 
guidance and 
mandate to 
proceed. 

Phase 2:  
Consultation 
and Model 
Refinement 

June 2026 
– May 
2027  

Member 
and 
regional 
consultatio
n  

Member and regional consultations on: 
 

• Analytical findings, model options including any 
refinements;  

• Options for phased implementation pathways; 

• Implications of reform for Members in arrears and 
payment compliance. 

 
Preparation of explanatory materials for Members and ministries. 

Delegates (domestic and 
regional consultations) 
 
GRC (oversee 
Secretariat work) 
 
Secretariat (execution)  

Member input 
integrated and 
regional realities 
reflected. 
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Phase 3: 
Consolidation 
and Decision 
Preparation 

From 
February 
2027 

Preparation 
for decision 

Finalisation of model options and transitional arrangements with 
fully costed implementation plan.  
 
Development of a clear decision-making roadmap for the 
Assembly. 

GRC (oversee) 
 
Secretariat (execution) 
 

Well-prepared, 
evidence-based 
options submitted 
for Assembly 
consideration. 

Phase 4:  
Decision on 
Policy 
Direction 

From 94th 
General 
Session 
(2027) 
 
 

Decision by 
Assembly 
on new 
policy 
direction 

Assembly decision to adopt a new statutory contribution model 
and implementation pathway including transitional arrangements 
for the new model. 

Assembly (adoption of 
policy direction) 
 
GRC (facilitate Assembly 
decision-making) 

Assembly-
endorsed policy 
direction on the 
statutory 
contribution 
model, including 
agreed principles 
and parameters 
for legal drafting 
and transition. 

Stage 2: Drafting of Legal Texts 

Phase 5: 
Drafting Legal 
Texts 

From June 
2027 

Legal 
translation 
of agreed 
policy 
direction 

Draft amendments to the WOAH’s legal framework required to 
implement the adopted contribution model. 
 
Draft detailed transitional provisions, including phasing 
schedules, smoothing mechanisms and specific arrangements for 
Members in arrears. 
 
Circulate draft legal texts to Members for written consultation, 
including through Regional Commissions, with explanatory notes 
outlining implications and safeguards. 

Delegates (domestic and 
regional consultation) 
 
GRC (lead drafting) 
 
Secretariat (legal and 
technical support) 

Legally sound, 
well-understood 
draft texts 
reflecting 
Member input. 

Phase 6: 
Decision on 
Legal Texts 

From 95th 
General 
Session 
(2028)  

Decision by 
Assembly 
on legal 
texts 

Presentation of final legal texts, a summary of consultations, and 
an explanation of how Member and regional feedback has been 
addressed. 
 
Assembly decision to adopt the legal texts establishing the new 
statutory contribution model and its transitional arrangements. 
 
Confirmation of the timeline for preparation and entry into force. 
 
 
 
 
 

Assembly (adoption of 
legal texts)  
 
GRC (facilitate Assembly 
decision-making) 
 
Secretariat (legal and 
technical support) 
 
 

Clear legal 
mandate to 
proceed to 
implementation, 
with predictability 
for Members. 
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Stage 3: Preparation for Implementation 

Phase 7: 
Institutional 
and Member 
Alignment  

From May 
2028  

Change 
manageme
nt and 
system 
alignment 

Align WOAH budgetary planning, financial regulations and 
internal processes with the adopted model. 
 
Develop guidance notes and explanatory materials for Members. 
 
Publish a full simulation of assessed contributions under the new 
model, including transitional years. 
 
Provide targeted support to Members as requested, including 
technical briefings and simulations. 

Delegates (domestic 
engagement) 
 
Council (oversight) 
 
Secretariat (execution) 

Members 
prepared for 
transition; 
reduced 
implementation 
risk. 

Phase 8: 
Simulation, 
Monitoring 
Design and 
Capacity 
Support 

From 2029  

Risk 
mitigation 
and 
transparen
cy 

Establish a monitoring and review framework with agreed 
indicators. 
 
Define procedures for periodic review and adjustment to reflect 
economic or geopolitical changes. 

Assembly (decision and 
oversight) 
 
Council (oversight) 
 
Secretariat (execution) 

Assembly 
confidence in 
predictability and 
fairness of 
implementation. 

Stage 4: Shift to New Contribution Model 

Phase 9: Entry 
into Force and 
Transition 

From May 
2030 

Formal 
implementa
tion 

New statutory contribution model enters into force in accordance 
with adopted legal texts. 
 
Transitional arrangements applied, including phased adjustments 
and agreed flexibility mechanisms. 
 
Any incentives or compliance measures applied in a predictable 
and transparent manner. 

Assembly and Council 
(oversight) 
 
Secretariat (execution) 

Stable transition 
with preserved 
Member 
cohesion. 

Phase 10: 
Monitoring 
and Dialogue 

From 2030 
onwards 

Continuous 
improveme
nt 

Ongoing monitoring of financial outcomes and Member impact. 
 
Periodic reporting to the Assembly. 
 
Adjustments proposed where justified by evidence or changed 
circumstances. 

Assembly (decision-
making) 
 
Council (oversight) 
 
Secretariat (execution) 

Sustained 
financial viability 
and Member 
trust. 
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2.2         Treatment of Non-Compliance with Member’s Financial Obligations 

 
Recommendation  

Clarify and strengthen WOAH’s sanctions model for Members in arrears.7 
 

Rationale  

83. The Committee recognised that membership of WOAH places an obligation on Members to 
fund the Organisation’s activities and that, from time to time, certain Members may 
experience challenges in meeting payment schedules. Whilst some short delays can be 
accommodated, Members must fulfill their obligations for the Organisation to carry out its 
mandate.  

84. The Committee considered that a clarified and strengthened model for addressing Members 
in arrears was necessary in light of the scale and persistence of outstanding statutory 
contributions owing. At the time of GRC discussions, 38% of Members had outstanding 
contributions, amounting to EUR 8.91 million in cumulative arrears. This included 39 
Members with arrears of one to four years and 31 Members with arrears of five to eleven 
years, highlighting a long-standing structural issue affecting the Organisation’s financial 
position. The annual shortfall of approximately 16% reduces the predictability of WOAH’s 
budget, limits long-term planning, and ultimately weakens the Organisation’s ability to fulfil 
its mandate. 

85. The Committee identified the limited scope and application of WOAH’s current sanctions 
system as a contributing factor to the EUR 8.91 million in cumulative arrears. The Committee 
noted that Article 5 of the General Rules restricts only Assembly voting rights for Members 
whose arrears exceed two years, and that the Council has, in practice, modified the 
application of this rule, most notably in 2015, when voting eligibility for elections was 
assessed over the preceding five years rather than the two-year period. The Committee 
further observed that Members in arrears remain eligible for elected positions in the Council 
and Regional Bureaus, and that WOAH’s broader approach to long-term arrears is limited: 
contributions more than ten years overdue are currently written off, those over two years are 
depreciated, and no interest or additional restrictions are applied.  

86. The Committee noted that, based on international benchmarking, WOAH’s rules and 
practices are considerably less stringent than those applied by comparable 
intergovernmental organisations in which Members in arrears may have their voting rights 
suspended not only in plenary bodies but also in executive bodies, and eligibility for elected 
office is limited after two years of non-payment.  

87. The Committee therefore considered that clarifying and strengthening WOAH’s sanctions 
framework was necessary as persistent arrears undermine the Organisation’s financial 
stability and operational capacity. A clearer, more consistent, and more effective system for 
addressing arrears will help safeguard WOAH’s financial sustainability, promote equitable 
treatment of Members, and ensure greater predictability in budget planning. The 
strengthened sanction model is expected to improve payment compliance, reduce the 
accumulation of long-term arrears, and support a more stable and resilient financial basis for 
the Organisation’s programmes. It is also intended to create clearer incentives for timely 
payment while preserving the spirit of solidarity and mutual responsibility among Members. 

  

 
7 This recommendation is based on recommendation 20 of the Consultants’ Report. 
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Key Implications and Considerations  

88. The Committee noted that the introduction of technical sanctions, such as the suspension of 
procedures for the official recognition of animal health status, funded PVS missions, or 
access to vaccine banks, could risk generating significant unintended consequences for 
Members beyond those Member in arrears. Such measures could adversely affect animal 
and public health as well as trade, and impede the Organisation’s ability to fulfil its mandate. 
The Committee also noted that overly strict sanctions could disproportionately affect 
Members that, despite being in arrears, require WOAH’s technical support most urgently. 

89. The Committee determined that the strengthened sanctions model will therefore exclude 
purely technical sanctions and apply only measures that directly affect the Member in 
arrears. The approach will remain balanced so as to uphold the Organisation’s functioning 
and avoid negative impacts on global animal health. Moreover, decisions on sanctions will 
be taken by the Assembly on the advice of the Credentials Committee, ensuring a legitimate, 
transparent, and inclusive process. 

90. The Committee also identified that strengthened sanctions could unintentionally disconnect 
Members in arrears from WOAH’s work, particularly if eligibility for election to the Council or 
to Regional Commission Bureaus is restricted in a disproportionate manner. The Committee 
noted that limiting a Member’s participation in the Organisation too broadly may undermine 
technical collaboration, reduce the Organisation’s access to valuable expertise, and 
disproportionately affect Members facing circumstances beyond their control.  

91. The Committee determined that Members in arrears will therefore retain eligibility to 
participate in WOAH’s technical work, including, for example, Specialist Commissions, Ad 
hoc groups, and Working Groups, thereby preserving expert contributions and maintaining 
engagement. Furthermore, the Committee will consider a graduated approach to eligibility in 
governance bodies; for example, suspending voting rights in the Assembly and Regional 
Commissions after two years in arrears, while restricting eligibility for election to the Council 
and Regional Commission Bureaus only after a longer arrears period, such as five years. 
Finally, a clearly defined mechanism for waiving sanctions in exceptional circumstances will 
be established, ensuring fairness, proportionality, and sensitivity to situations beyond the 
control of the Member concerned.



GS93_2026_RES-04_Adm_GRC Recommendations_En  27 
 

Implementation Plan  

Recommendation  Actions Responsibility 
for Final 
Decision 

Timeline Costs or Savings EUR € 
(thousand) 

Post- Implementation 
Evaluation 

        Investment Recurrent per 
annum 

 

Clarify and 
strengthen WOAH’s 
sanctions model for 
Members in 
arrears. 

- Amend Art. 5 of the General 
Rules to include updated 
sanction rules;  
 
- Amend Art. 50 of the 
General Rules, if relevant, to 
update quorum requirements 
for the Assembly in line with 
updated sanction rules;  
 
- Amend the relevant legal 
texts to clarify that Members 
who fall into arrears while 
serving on the Council or a 
Regional Commission Bureau 
may complete their term, and 
that no by-elections will be 
held. 
 
- Amend the relevant legal 
texts to establish a transition 
rule for Members who are in 
arrears prior to the entry into 
force of the updated sanction 
model (e.g. two-year 
transition period).  

 Assembly 2028: Assembly 
adopts new model 
and transition rules  
 
2029: Updated 
sanctions model 
enters into force 
 
2029-2030: 
Transition Period 
(Members already in 
arrears before 1 
January 2029 
remain under the 
previous rules for a 
two-year transition 
period) 
 
2031: Full 
application of the 
new sanctions 
model to all 
Members  
  

None.  The Secretariat 
estimates that 
an amount of 
around 
185 000€ could 
be saved 
annually under 
clarified and 
strengthened 
sanctions.8  

Secretariat will regularly 
assess the revised 
model’s effectiveness and 
propose adjustments, if 
needed.  

 

 
8 This estimation assumes that most of the 31 Members with 5–11 years of arrears fall into contribution category 6 for 2026 (€39,852). Applying an assumed 15% recovery rate under 
a clarified and strengthened sanction model yields: 31 × 39,852 × 0.15 ≈ €185,312. 
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RESOLUTION No. 5 

Formal Recognition of the Mediterranean Animal Health Network (REMESA)   

HAVING REGARD TO 

1. The Basic Texts governing the functioning of the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE), in 
particular the Organic Rules which notably define the powers of the Assembly, 

2. The declaration entitled “Cooperation Framework for the Establishment and Development of 
REMESA”, signed by ten chief veterinary officers from the Mediterranean region, a representative 
of the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and a representative of the World Organisation 
for Animal Health (WOAH) in Montpellier on 10 November 2012, 

3. The agreement between WOAH and the Italian Ministry of Health concerning the programme 
“Strengthening efforts to address challenges related to the ‘One Health’ approach and food 
safety”, funded through a grant awarded to WOAH, signed on 14 September 2017, 

CONSIDERING 

4. The funding by WOAH, through its World Animal Health and Welfare Fund, of REMESA activities 
carried out by the Scientific and Technical Office of REMESA (STOR), and the need for a robust 
legal framework to sustain this financial support, 

5. The external legal evaluation launched by WOAH in autumn 2025 regarding the administrative 
framework established for this funding, 

6. The identification, through this external evaluation, of a legal weakness in the “Cooperation 
framework for the Establishment and Development of REMESA”, depriving this document of any 
legal value, as well as the absence of formal recognition of REMESA by the two international 
partner organisations, namely FAO and WOAH, 

7. The existence of REMESA and its added value for its members, and consequently the need to 
strengthen its legal basis in order to ensure the sustainability of the network and to further develop 
its activities and attractiveness to donors, 

8. The recognition by FAO and WOAH of the existence and functioning of REMESA constitutes a 
prerequisite for this legal consolidation, 

9. The opinion of 3 March 2026 whereby the WOAH Council: (i) recognises the need to strengthen 
REMESA’s legal framework; (ii) mandates the Director General to work in partnership with FAO 
on the various legal provisions required to ensure a robust legal framework for REMESA;  (iii) 
mandates the Director General to inform and validate, together with the Joint Permanent 
Committee (JPC) of REMESA, the identified legal solutions, 

10. The opinion of the REMESA JPC, expressed during its extraordinary meeting on 29 April 2026, 
recognising the need to strengthen REMESA’s legal framework and endorsing the official 
recognition of REMESA by FAO and WOAH, and in particular by WOAH through a resolution 
adopted by its World Assembly of Delegates during the 93rd General Session, 

THE ASSEMBLY, ON THE PROPOSAL OF THE COUNCIL, 

DECIDES 
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11. To formally recognise the existence of REMESA, thereby consolidating its current mandate, 

12. To mandate the Director General to work with REMESA members, FAO, and relevant REMESA 
partners towards the establishment of an appropriate legal framework. 

______________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 20 May 2026  

in view of an entry into force on 21 May 2026) 



GS93_2026_RES-06_Adm_MoU GALVmed_En  1 
 

RESOLUTION No. 6 

Memorandum of Understanding between the World Organisation for Animal Health 
(WOAH) and the Global Alliance for Livestock Veterinary Medicines (GALVmed) 

CONSIDERING 

That it is desirable, in the general interest of all concerned, that cooperation be established between the 
World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH) and the Global Alliance for Livestock Veterinary 
Medicines (GALVmed), 

The Memorandum of Understanding between WOAH and GALVmed (93GS Adm-06) was approved 
following the deliberations of the Council on 3 March 2026,  

THE ASSEMBLY 

DECIDES 

To approve the terms of this Memorandum of Understanding and its signature by the Director General 
on behalf of WOAH.  

______________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 20 May 2026 

in view of an entry into force on 21 May 2026) 
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RESOLUTION No. 7 

Memorandum of Understanding between the World Organisation for Animal Health 
(WOAH) and the International Meat Secretariat (IMS) 

CONSIDERING 

The Agreement between the World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH) and the International Meat 
Secretariat (IMS), 

That it is desirable, in the general interest of all concerned, that the scope and the modalities of 
cooperation be redefined between WOAH and IMS, 

The Memorandum of Understanding between WOAH and IMS (93GS Adm-07) was approved following 
the deliberations of the Council on 3 March 2026,  

THE ASSEMBLY 

DECIDES 

To approve the terms of this Memorandum of Understanding and its signature by the Director General 
on behalf of WOAH.  

______________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 20 May 2026  
in view of an entry into force on 21 May 2026) 
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RESOLUTION No. 8 

Memorandum of Understanding between the World Organisation for Animal Health 
(WOAH) and the World Bank Group (WBG) 

CONSIDERING 

That it is desirable, in the general interest of all concerned, that cooperation be established between the 
World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH) and the World Bank Group (WBG), 

The Memorandum of Understanding between WOAH and WBG (93GS Adm-08) was approved following 
the deliberations of the Council on 3 March 2026,  

THE ASSEMBLY  

DECIDES 

To approve the terms of this Memorandum of Understanding and its signature by the Director General 
on behalf of WOAH.  

______________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 20 May 2026  

in view of an entry into force on 21 May 2026) 
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RESOLUTION No. 9 

Memorandum of Understanding between the World Organisation for Animal Health 
(WOAH) and the Wildlife Disease Association (WDA) 

CONSIDERING 

That it is desirable, in the general interest of all concerned, that cooperation be established between the 
World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH) and the Wildlife Disease Association (WDA), 

The Memorandum of Understanding between WOAH and WDA (93GS Adm-09) was approved following 
the deliberations of the Council on 3 March 2026,  

THE ASSEMBLY  

DECIDES 

To approve the terms of this Memorandum of Understanding and its signature by the Director General 
on behalf of WOAH.  

______________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 20 May 2026  

in view of an entry into force on 21 May 2026) 
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RESOLUTION No. 10 

Procedure Applicable by Derogation to the Election of a Council Member  
during the 93rd General Session 

HAVING REGARD TO 

Articles 8 to 10 and Article 53 of the General Rules of the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)1, 
as well as Article 6(c) of the Organic Rules of the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)2, 

NOTING THAT 

1.  Dr Roland Xolani Dlamini (Eswatini) was appointed, through Resolution No. 9 of 2024, as a member 
of the Council representing the region of Africa, for a period of three years (2024 – 2027). 

2.  Dr Roland Xolani Dlamini’s retirement prior to the end of his term has resulted in a vacancy within 

the Council that must be filled in accordance with Article 10 of the General Rules. 

CONSIDERING THAT 

1. Pursuant to Article 10 of the General Rules which provides that when a member of the Council is 
unable to fulfil the functions of the position, an election shall be held during the subsequent annual 
session of the Assembly to fill the vacant position, 

2. An election to fill the vacancy of a Council member representing the region of Africa must be held 
at the 93rd General Session,  

3. The Organisation has used in recent years different electronic voting systems to carry out notably 
elections of Council members in an agile and efficient manner, 

4. The use of a new and fully-tested electronic voting system, although planned for the election cycle 
in 2027, was not possible in 2026 due to time constraints,  

5. The Assembly approved in the past that partial elections of Council members be held by show of 
hands, instead of secret vote, notably during the 80th General Session (2012) and 83rd General 
Session (2015), 

6. In this context, and in order to avoid any technical issues caused by the use of a new electronic 
voting system which the Secretariat was unable to fully test, the Council approved at its October 
2025 meeting the conduct of partial elections, including those by secret vote, in a more traditional 
format consisting of a vote by show of hands,   

 
1 General Rules of the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) (adopted 24 May 1973, as amended by 

Resolution No. 10 (2011) of the World Organisation for Animal Health Assembly of Delegates, 27 May 2011) 
(General Rules). 
2 Organic Rules of the Office International des Epizooties (adopted 24 May 1973) (Organic Rules) 
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7. It is desirable, in the general interest of all concerned, that the Assembly afford the Organisation 
with the flexibility to adjust the voting modalities to fill in the vacancy of a Council member, in a 
manner that enhances agility and efficiency, 

THE ASSEMBLY, ON THE PROPOSAL OF THE COUNCIL, 

DECIDES 

That, notwithstanding Article 53 of the General Rules, which provides that elections of Council members 
shall be conducted by secret vote, the election during the 93rd General Session of one member of the 
Council shall be conducted by a show of hands, instead of secret vote. 

________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates and entered into force on 20 May 2026. 
Its application was limited to the election held during the 93rd General Session.) 

 



GS93_2026_RES-11_Fin_Aknowledgements_En   1 

 

RESOLUTION No. 11 

Acknowledgement of the contributions of Members and Partners  
through voluntary funding, support for WOAH meetings,  

and the provision of personnel 

CONSIDERING  

1. The importance of voluntary financial contributions from Members and Partners, notably through 
the World Animal Health and Welfare Fund, in supporting the implementation of WOAH’s 
mandate, Strategic Plans and priority activities, in addition to the statutory contributions received 
through the Regular Budget, 

2. The logistical, financial, and technical support provided by Members in the organisation and 
hosting of WOAH meetings, conferences, and workshops, 

3. The provision of personnel by Members through secondments, which reinforces WOAH’s 
technical capacity, fosters knowledge exchange, and contributes to the professional development 
of both WOAH and the contributing institutions, 

THE ASSEMBLY  

REQUESTS  

The Director General to sincerely thank: 

1. The following Members and Partners for their voluntary contributions in 2025: 

Argentina, Australia, Bahrain, Canada, China, Cyprus, Djibouti, Egypt, France, Germany, Iraq, 
Ireland, Italy, Japan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Republic of Korea, Lebanon, Mexico, the Netherlands, 
Oman, Panama, Paraguay, Qatar, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Spain, Switzerland, United Arab 
Emirates, United Kingdom, United States of America, Gates Foundation, Coefficient Giving 
(formerly Open Philanthropy), Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, European 
Union, World Bank, World Health Organization, GALVmed, Global Health Security Fund, 
International Horse Sports Confederation, International Fund for Animal Welfare, Four Paws, and 
Royal Society for the Protection of Animals; 

2. All Members who provided support for the organisation of WOAH meetings, conferences and 
workshops in 2025, in particular Cyprus, Ethiopia and Indonesia which hosted the conferences of 
the Regional Commissions for the Middle East, Africa and Asia and the Pacific; 

3. The following Members for seconding national experts to WOAH in 2025: 

Canada, France, Italy, Korea (Rep. of), the Netherlands, Panama, the United Arab Emirates, the 
United Kingdom and the United States of America. 

______________ 
 
 
 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 20 May 2026  
in view of an entry into force on 21 May 2026) 
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RESOLUTION No. 12 

Approval of the 2025 Financial Report  
(1 January – 31 December 2025) 

CONSIDERING  

1. Article 15 of the Organic Statutes of WOAH, 

2. Article 6 of the Organic Rules of WOAH, 

THE ASSEMBLY  

RESOLVES 

1. To approve the 2025 Financial Report (99th Financial Year of WOAH: 1 January 2025 – 
31 December 2025) (93GS/Fin-01).  

______________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 20 May 2026  
in view of an entry into force on 21 May 2026) 
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RESOLUTION No. 13 

Approval of 2026 Adjusted Regular Budget 

CONSIDERING  

1. Article 15 of the Organic Statutes and Article 6.h of the Organic Rules of WOAH, 

2. The variation in income and expenses for the 2026 Financial Year (100th Financial Year of WOAH: 
1 January 2026 to 31 December 2026), 

THE ASSEMBLY  

RESOLVES 

1. To amend Resolution No. 9 of 29 May 2025 and to substitute paragraphs 2.1 and 2.2 thereof with 
the following paragraphs: 

1.1. Income 

Sections Description Amount € 

Section 1 

Members’ contributions (Article 11 - Organic Statutes and 
Article 14 - Organic Rules) 

16 798 000 

Extraordinary contributions 928 000 

Sub-total Section 1 17 726 000 

Section 2 

Registration fees (General Session, conferences) 120 000 

Publication sales - 

Fees for evaluation of disease status applications 70 000 

World Fund overheads 2 000 000 

Internal contributions 990 000 

Other operating revenue 1 160 000 

Sub-total Section 2 4 340 000 

Section 3 

Investment income 120 000 

Recovery of investment subsidies 29 000 

Reversal of provisions 763 500 

Sub-total Section 3 912 500 

TOTAL 22 978 500 

 

  



GS93_2026_RES-13_Fin_Adjusted 2026 Budget_En   2 

 

1.2. Expenses 

Budgetary chapters Amount € 

1. Information Management 2 872 970 

2. Standard Setting and Implementation 2 756 040 

3. Capacity Building 212 640 

4. Global Frameworks 970 140 

5. International Collaboration 0 

6. Institutional Governance  4 716 640 

7. General Administration  7 778 070 

8. Regional and sub-regional Representations 2 172 000 

9. Depreciation and Amortisation Expenses 1 500 000 

  TOTAL 22 978 500 

 

2. The income and expenses of the Regular Budget for the year 2026 are hereby established at  
€ 22,978,500. 

______________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 20 May 2026  
in view of an entry into force on 21 May 2026) 

 



 

GS93_2026_RES-14_Fin_2027 Budget_En   1 
 

RESOLUTION No. 14 

WOAH Budgetary Income and Expenses for the 101st Financial Year  
(1 January to 31 December 2027) 

CONSIDERING  

1. Article 15 of the Organic Statutes and Article 6.h of the Organic Rules of WOAH, 

2. The 8th Strategic Plan of WOAH established for the 2027-2031 period, 

THE ASSEMBLY  

RESOLVES 

1. To approve the 2027 Budgeted Work Programme, Income Estimates and Related Contribution 
Scale (93GS/Fin-05), subject to the Council’s review and approval to ensure that expenses remain 
within the allocated budget; 

2. That the budget of the Regular Budget for the 101st Financial Year, covering the period from 1 
January 2027 to 31 December 2027, shall be set at € 23,717,000 for income and expenses is 
established as follows: 

2.1. Income 

Sections Description Amount € 

Section 1 

Member contributions (Article 11 - Organic Statutes and 
Article 14 - Organic Rules) 

17 526 000 

Extraordinary contributions 850 000 

Sub-total Section 1 18 376 000 

Section 2 

Registration fees (General Session, conferences) 120 000 

Publication sales - 

Fees for evaluating disease status applications 80 000 

World Fund overheads 2 000 000 

Internal contributions 990 800 

Other operating revenue 1 014 200 

Sub-total Section 2 4 205 000 

Section 3 

Investment income 120 000 

Recovery of investment subsidies 29 000 

Reversal of provisions 987 000 

Sub-total Section 3 1 136 000 

  TOTAL 23 717 000 
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2.2. Expenses 

Budgetary Chapters Amount € 

1. Information Management 2 883 420 

2. Standard Setting and Implementation 2 851 320 

3. Capacity Building 217 040 

4. Global Frameworks 1 324 400 

5. International Collaboration 0 

6. Institutional Governance 4 803 140 

7. General Administration 7 976 680 

8. Regional and Sub-Regional Representations 2 161 000 

9. Depreciation and Amortisation Expenses 1 500 000 

  TOTAL 23 717 000 

 

RECOMMENDS THAT 

1. Members provide the necessary support for the implementation of the Budgeted Work Programme, 
through the timely payment of statutory contributions and, where possible, through extraordinary 
or voluntary contributions to the Regular Budget and/or to the World Animal Health and Welfare 
Fund, as well as through any other form of support to WOAH. 

______________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 20 May 2026  
in view of an entry into force on 21 May 2026) 
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RESOLUTION No. 15 

Member statutory contributions to WOAH for the 2027 Financial Year 

CONSIDERING 

1. Article 11 of the Organic Statutes and Article 14 of the Organic Rules of WOAH, 

2. Resolution No. 8 dated 1 June 2001 related to contributions by the Least Developed Countries 
(LDC), 

3. Resolution No. 11 of 30 May 2014 creating two categories of extraordinary contributions, 

4.  Resolution No. 15 of 24 May 2018 related to taking into account when calculating the annual 
contributions of WOAH Members for the following year, the annual consumer price index (“OECD-
Total” CPI) for the previous year, 

5.  The annual evolution of the statutory contribution categories that led to exceeding the threshold 
applicable to Category B extraordinary contributions, 

6. The 2025 “OECD-Total” CPI, which stands at 4.1% shall be used to calculate the contributions for 
2027. This index is based on the average of eleven monthly indices for 2025 (January to 
September, November and December) as the data for October 2025 and the annual average for 
2025 are not available. This is due to the absence of CPI data for the United States for October, as 
it has not been released by the US Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) following the government 
shutdown.  

THE ASSEMBLY  

RESOLVES 

1. That the annual statutory contribution from WOAH Members for the 2027 Financial Year are: 

Category Annual Contribution (€) 

1 345 700 

2 276 560 

3 207 420 

4 138 280 

5 69 140 

6 41 484 

2. That, in accordance with the six-category scale, WOAH will only call for 50% of the total 
contributions due from the Members classified as Least Developed Countries (LDCs) by the 
Economic and Social Council of the United Nations. 

3. That Members, while retaining the choice of category in which they are registered, may contribute 
to one of the two extraordinary categories in 2027. In this case, the concerned Members shall be 
exempt from paying their statutory contribution for the year in question.  
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4.  The two extraordinary categories of contribution to be paid as a lump sum are: 

Category A: EUR 500 000 minimum 

Category B: EUR 400 000 minimum 

______________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 20 May 2026  
in view of an entry into force on 21 May 2026) 
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RESOLUTION No. 16 

Appointment of the External Auditor 

CONSIDERING 

1. Article 12.1. of the Financial Regulations concerning the appointment of the External Auditor and 
the renewal of their mandate, 

THE ASSEMBLY  

RESOLVES 

1. To entrust the Cour des Comptes (Supreme Audit Institution of the French Republic) with the 
mandate of External Auditor of WOAH Accounts to audit the 2026 financial statements. 

______________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 20 May 2026  
in view of an entry into force on 21 May 2026) 
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RESOLUTION No. 17 

Amendment of the Provisions in Chapter VI, Article 60.2-c of the Staff Regulations 

CONSIDERING 

1. Article 60.2 (c) of the Staff Regulations, regarding sick leave, 

2. The Financial Working Document Proposal for the Amendment of the Provisions in Chapter VI, 
Article 60.2 (c) of the Staff Regulations (93GS/Fin-06), 

THE ASSEMBLY  

RESOLVES 

1. In the Staff Regulations, Chapter VI, Article 60.2, paragraph c, first paragraph: replace "six" with 
"three". The second paragraph is deleted. 

______________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 20 May 2026  
in view of an entry into force on 21 May 2026) 
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RESOLUTION No. 18 

Updated global action plan on antimicrobial resistance 2026-2036  

CONSIDERING THAT 

1. The first Global Action Plan on antimicrobial resistance (GAP-AMR) was issued by the World Health 
Organization (WHO) in 2015 to ensure treatment and prevention of infectious diseases with quality-
assured, safe and effective medicines, providing a framework for designing and implementation of 
National Action Plans on AMR (NAP-AMR),  

2. This first GAP-AMR, developed in collaboration with the United Nations’ Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) and the World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH), was subsequently 
adopted by WOAH through Resolution No.26 in May 2015, in the spirit of the ‘One Health’ 
approach,  

3. WOAH’s Strategy on Antimicrobial Resistance and the Prudent Use of Antimicrobials (2016), 
adopted through Resolution No.36 in May 2016, is aligned with the 2015 GAP-AMR. Together with 
the recommendations from the 2nd WOAH Global Conference on AMR in 2018, it provides the 
basis for WOAH’s workplan on AMR, which is implemented under the oversight of the Working 
Group on Antimicrobial Resistance and the Director General; 

4. In October 2024, the 79th United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) adopted resolution 
A/RES/79/2 concerning the political declaration of the high-level meeting on Antimicrobial 

Resistance (AMR), including the following commitment in paragraph No.25 ‘Request the 
Quadripartite organizations, in consultation with Member States, to update the Global Action Plan 
on Antimicrobial Resistance by 2026 to ensure a robust and inclusive multisectoral response, 
through a One Health approach, that aligns with current realities to drive greater impact against 
antimicrobial resistance, and request the Quadripartite to report biennially on progress made 
towards their specific and joint commitments’, 

5. The 2015 GAP-AMR was updated in 2025 by the Quadripartite organisations (FAO, UNEP, WHO 
and WOAH), with input from their respective memberships, and relevant stakeholders through open 

online consultations facilitated by the AMR Multi-Stakeholder Partnership Platform (MSPP), 
technical consultations at WOAH of its Working Group on AMR, and the technical teams from 
headquarters, regional and subregional representation offices, and a final written consultation with 
the membership of each Quadripartite organisation, ensuring equitable representation of all 
sectors, 

6. The updated GAP-AMR 2026-2036 was then consolidated by the Quadripartite Joint Secretariat 
on AMR, and presented for consideration of WOAH’s Council at its March 2026 meeting, who 
approved the proposal to submit the updated GAP-AMR 2026-2036 for consideration by WOAH’s 
World Assembly of Delegates during the 93rd General Session, 

7. The updated GAP-AMR 2026-2036 was also endorsed by the Working Group on AMR during its 
meeting in March 2026, and therefore recommended WOAH’s Director General to present it as a 
resolution for adoption by WOAH’s World Assembly of Delegates during the 93rd General Session. 

8. The updated GAP-AMR 2026-2036 has been endorsed by WHO’s Executive Board and it is 
proposed for adoption by WHO Members during the 79th World Health Assembly on 18-23 May 
2026. 

  

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789241509763
https://www.woah.org/en/document/a-reso-2015-public/
https://www.woah.org/en/document/en_oie-amrstrategy/
https://www.woah.org/en/document/a-reso-2016-public/
https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2021/03/a-2nd-oie-global-conf--recommendations.pdf
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/standard-setting-process/working-groups/working-group-on-antimicrobial-resistance/
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/standard-setting-process/working-groups/working-group-on-antimicrobial-resistance/
https://docs.un.org/en/A/RES/79/2
https://docs.un.org/en/A/RES/79/2
https://www.qjsamr.org/technical-work/updating-the-global-action-plan-on-amr
https://www.qjsamr.org/multistakeholder-partnership-platform/about
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THE ASSEMBLY  

RESOLVES 

1. To adopt the updated GAP-AMR 2026-2036 as Annex 2 of the report of the WOAH’s Working 
Group on Antimicrobial Resistance to the 93rd General Session (Doc. 93GS Tech-04). 

2. To request the Director General to publish the updated GAP-AMR 2026-2036 on the WOAH 
website.  

______________  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 21 May 2026  
in view of an entry into force on 22 May 2026) 
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RESOLUTION No. 19 

Recognition of the Foot and Mouth Disease Status of Members 

CONSIDERING THAT 

1. During the 62nd General Session, the World Assembly of Delegates (the Assembly) established a 
procedure for annually updating a List of Members and zones recognised as free from foot and 
mouth disease (FMD) according to the provisions of the Terrestrial Animal Health Code (Terrestrial 
Code), 

2. Through the Adapted Procedure 2020, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. 15, which specified 
and updated the procedure for Members to follow to achieve official recognition and maintenance 
of status for certain animal diseases, including FMD, 

3. Through the Adapted Procedure 2020, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. 16, which specified 
and updated the financial implications for Members applying for evaluation of official recognition of 
animal health status to meet part of the costs defrayed by WOAH in the evaluation process, 

4. During the 79th General Session, the Assembly noted that an explanatory document outlining the 
standard operating procedures for official animal health status evaluations had been compiled by 
WOAH Headquarters for the benefit of Members, 

5. During the 85th General Session, the Assembly noted a complete revision of the standard operating 
procedures providing further details on the process of official status recognition. The document has 
been published on the WOAH website, 

6. During the 86th General Session, the Assembly noted an explanatory document outlining the 
standard operating procedure for official recognition of animal health status of non-contiguous 
territories as part of a Member already having an official animal health status. The document has 
been published on the WOAH website, 

7. Information published by WOAH is derived from declarations made by the Delegates of Members. 
WOAH is not responsible for the publication and maintenance of Members’ or zonal animal health 
status based on inaccurate information or untimely reporting to WOAH Headquarters of changes 
in epidemiological status or other significant events subsequent to the time of declaration of 
freedom from FMD, 

THE ASSEMBLY 

RESOLVES THAT 

1. The Director General publish the following List of Members recognised as FMD-free where 
vaccination is not practised, according to the provisions of Chapter 8.8. of the Terrestrial Code: 
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Albania 
Australia 
Austria 
Belarus 
Belgium 
Belize 
Bosnia and Herzegovina 
Brunei 
Bulgaria 
Canada 
Chile 
Costa Rica 
Croatia 
Cuba 
Czech Rep. 

Denmark1 

Dominican Republic 
El Salvador 
Estonia 

Finland2  

France3  
Germany 
Guatemala 
Guyana 
Haiti 
Honduras 
Hungary 
Iceland 
Ireland 
Italy 
Japan 
Latvia 

Liechtenstein 
Lithuania 
Luxembourg 
Madagascar 
Malta 
Mexico 
Montenegro 
New Caledonia 
New Zealand 
Nicaragua 
North Macedonia (Rep. of) 
Norway 
Panama 
Peru 
Philippines 
Poland 

Portugal4   
Romania 
San Marino 

Serbia5  
Singapore 
Slovakia 
Slovenia 

Spain6  
Suriname 
Sweden 
Switzerland 
The Netherlands 
Ukraine 

United Kingdom7  

United States of America8  
Vanuatu 

2. The Director General publish the following List of Members recognised as FMD-free where 
vaccination is practised, according to the provisions of Chapter 8.8. of the Terrestrial Code: 

Paraguay, Uruguay 

3. The Director General publish the following List of Members having FMD-free zones9 where 
vaccination is not practised, according to the provisions of Chapter 8.8. of the Terrestrial Code: 

Argentina: one zone designated by the Delegate of Argentina in documents addressed to the 
Director General in January 2007; 

the summer pasture zone in the Province of San Juan as designated by the 
Delegate of Argentina in documents addressed to the Director General in April 
2011; 

Patagonia Norte A as designated by the Delegate of Argentina in documents 
addressed to the Director General in October 2013; 

Bolivia: one zone consisting of the Department of Beni and the northern part of the 
Department of La Paz merged with the zone consisting of the Department of Pando 
(August 2018), as designated by the Delegate of Bolivia in documents addressed 
to the Director General in September 2022; 

one zone in the Macro-region of the Altiplano (November 2011) merged with the 
zone covering the Departments of Santa Cruz, Cochabamba, Chuquisaca, Tarija, 
and parts of La Paz, Oruro, and Potosí, as designated by the Delegate of Bolivia 
in documents addressed to the Director General in September 2024; 

Botswana: one zone covering Zone 4 as designated by the Delegate of Botswana in 
documents addressed to the Director General in August 2014; 

one zone covering Zone 3b designated by the Delegate of Botswana in documents 

 

1  Including Faroe Islands and Greenland. 
2  Including Åland Islands. 
3  Including French Guiana, Guadeloupe, Martinique, Réunion, Saint Pierre and Miquelon. 
4  Including Azores and Madeira. 
5  Excluding Kosovo administered by the United Nations. 
6  Including Balearic Islands and Canary Islands. 
7  Including Guernsey (incl. Alderney and Sark), Isle of Man, Jersey and Falkland Islands (Malvinas). (A dispute 

exists between the Government of Argentina and the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland concerning sovereignty over the Falkland Islands (Malvinas) [see resolution 2065 (XX) of the 
General Assembly of the United Nations]). 

8  Including American Samoa, Guam, Northern Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico and US Virgin Islands.  
9  For detailed information on the delimitation of zones of Members recognised as free from FMD, 

enquiries should be addressed to the Director General of WOAH.  
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addressed to the Director General in August 2016;  

one zone covering Zone 7 designated by the Delegate of Botswana in documents 
addressed to the Director General in August 2018; 

Brazil: Zone 1 consisting of the State of Santa Catarina designated by the Delegate of 
Brazil in documents addressed to the Director General in February 2007; 

 two zones of Brazil as designated by the Delegate of Brazil in documents 
addressed to the Director General in August 2020 as follows:  

- Zone 2: State of Paraná; 

- Zone 3: State of Rio Grande do Sul; 

three zones of Brazil as designated by the Delegate of Brazil in documents 
addressed to the Director General in August 2025 as follows: 

- Zone 4 including the States of Acre and Rondônia as well as the State of 
Amazonas with the adjustment of the borders of the State of Amazonas; 

- Zone 5 including the States of Alagoas, Amapá, Bahia, Ceará, Espírito 
Santo, Goiás, Mato Grosso, Mato Grosso do Sul, Maranhão, Minas Gerais, 
Pará, Paraíba, Pernambuco, Piauí, Rio de Janeiro, Rio Grande do Norte,  
São Paulo, Sergipe, Tocantins and Distrito Federal; 

- Zone 6 including the State of Roraima. 

Chinese Taipei: one zone covering Taiwan, Penghu and Matsu areas, as designated by the 
Delegate of Chinese Taipei in documents addressed to the Director General in 
September 2019; 

Colombia: one zone designated by the Delegate of Colombia in documents addressed to the 
Director General in November 1995 and in April 1996 (Area I - Northwest region of 
Chocó Department); 

one zone designated by the Delegate of Colombia in documents addressed to the 
Director General in January 2008 (Archipelago de San Andrés and Providencia); 

one zone covering the Departments of Amazonas, Vaupés, and the municipality of 
Miraflores in the Department of Guaviare, as designated by the Delegate of 
Colombia in a document addressed to the Director General in August 2025; 

Ecuador:  one zone consisting of the insular territory of the Galápagos, as designated by the 
Delegate of Ecuador in documents addressed to the Director General in August 
2014;  

Malaysia: one zone covering the provinces of Sabah and Sarawak as designated by the 
Delegate of Malaysia in documents addressed to the Director General in December 
2003; 

Moldova: one zone designated by the Delegate of Moldova in documents addressed to the 
Director General in July 2008; 

Namibia: one zone designated by the Delegate of Namibia in documents addressed to the 
Director General in February 1997; 

Russia: one zone designated by the Delegate of Russia in documents addressed to the 
Director General in August 2015 and March 2016; 
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4. The Director General publish the following List of Members having FMD-free zones10 where 
vaccination is practised, according to the provisions of Chapter 8.8. of the Terrestrial Code: 

Argentina: one zone, consisting of two merged zones: Centro Norte and Cordón Fronterizo, 
as designated by the Delegate of Argentina in documents addressed to the Director 
General in March 2007 and October 2013, in August 2010 and February 2014, and 
in September 2024; 

Chinese Taipei:  one zone consisting of Kinmen County as designated by the Delegate of Chinese 
Taipei in documents addressed to the Director General in September 2017; 

Colombia: three separate zones designated by the Delegate of Colombia in documents 
addressed to the Director General in September 2019 as follows:  

- Zone I (Northern border) consisting of Departments of La Guajira, Cesar and 
part of the Department of Norte de Santander;  

- Zone III (Trade) consisting of the Departments of Atlántico, Córdoba, 
Magdalena, Sucre and part of Antioquia, Bolívar and Chocó Departments;  

-  Zone IV (Rest of the country), consisting of the Departments of Caldas, 
Caquetá, Cauca, Casanare, Cundinamarca, Guainía, Guaviare (excluding the 
Municipality municipality of Miraflores), Huila, Meta, Nariño, Quindío, 
Putumayo, Risaralda, Santander, Tolima, Valle del Cauca and part of Antioquia, 
Bolívar, Boyacá, and Chocó Departments;  

one zone consisting of two merged zones designated by the Delegate of Colombia 
in documents addressed to the Director General in September 2019 and in August 
2020, which includes Zone II (Eastern border) and the former high surveillance 
zone covering the Departments of Arauca and Vichada and the municipality of 
Cubará of the Department of Boyacá; 

one zone, namely Protection Zone I (PZ I) covering 29 municipalities of the 
Department of Norte de Santander, as designated by the Delegate of Colombia in 
documents addressed to the Director General in September 2022; 

Ecuador:  one zone consisting of the continental Ecuador, as designated by the Delegate of 
Ecuador in documents addressed to the Director General in August 2014;  

Kazakhstan: five separate zones designated by the Delegate of Kazakhstan in documents 
addressed to the Director General in August 2016 as follows: 

- Zone 1 consisting of Almaty and Zhetisu regions; 

- Zone 2 consisting of Abay and East Kazakhstan regions; 

- Zone 3 including part of Kyzylorda region, northern part of South Kazakhstan 
region, northern and central parts of Zhambyl region; 

- Zone 4 including southern part of Kyzylorda region and south-western part of 
South Kazakhstan region;  

- Zone 5 including south-eastern part of South Kazakhstan region and southern 
part of Zhambyl region; 

Zone 6 composed of North-West and Central regions, as designated by the 
Delegate of Kazakhstan in a document addressed to the Director General in August 
2025; 

Korea (Rep. of): one zone consisting of the island of Jeju, as designated by the Delegate of Korea 

 

10  For detailed information on the delimitation of zones of Members recognised as free from FMD, 
enquiries should be addressed to the Director General of WOAH.  
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(Rep. of) in documents addressed to the Director General in August 2024; 

Russia: two zones of Russia as designated by the Delegate of Russia in documents 
addressed to the Director General in August 2020 as follows: 

- Zone-South including Southern and North Caucasian Federal Districts, 
consisting of 13 Subjects: Rostov Oblast, Stavropol Krai, Krasnodar Krai, 
Volgograd Oblast, Astrakhan Oblast, Republic of Kalmykia, Chechen 
Republic, Republic of Ingushetia, Republic of Dagestan, Kabardino-Balkarian 
Republic, Karachay-Cherkess Republic, Republic of North Ossetia-Alania, 
Republic of Adygea; 

- Zone-Sakhalin consisting of the Island of Sakhalin and the Kurile Islands; 

one zone of Eastern Siberia consisting of two Subjects (Republic of Tuva and 
Republic of Buryatia) and one Raion of the Republic of Altai (Kosh-Agachsky 
Raion) designated by the Delegate of Russia in documents addressed to the 
Director General in August 2021; 

one zone, namely Zone V ‘Far East’ consisting of five Subjects: Amur Oblast, 
Jewish Autonomous Oblast, Primorsky Krai, Khabarovsky Krai, Zabaykalsky Krai, 
as designated by the Delegate of Russia in documents addressed to the Director 
General in September 2022; 

one zone consisting of ten Russian Subjects: Saratov, Samara, Orenburg, 
Chelyabinsk, Kurgan, Tyumen, Omsk, Novosibirsk Oblasts, Altai Krai and the 
Republic of Altai with the exception of the Kosh-Agachsky Raion as designated by 
the Delegate of Russia in documents addressed to the Director General in 
September 2024; 

Türkiye (Rep. of): one zone designated by the Delegate of Türkiye (Rep. of) in documents addressed 
to the Director General in November 2009. 

 one zone consisting of Gökçeada island, as designated by the Delegate of Türkiye 
(Rep. of) in a document addressed to the Director General in August 2025. 

AND 

5. The Delegates of these Members shall immediately notify the WOAH Headquarters if FMD occurs 
in their countries or free zones within their territories. 

_______________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 21 May 2026  

in view of an entry into force on 22 May 2026) 
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RESOLUTION No. 20 

Endorsement of Official Control Programmes for Foot and Mouth Disease of Members 

CONSIDERING THAT 

1. During the 79th General Session, the World Assembly of Delegates (the Assembly) adopted 
Resolution No. 19 establishing a new step in the procedure for recognising the foot and mouth 
disease (FMD) status of a Member, namely the endorsement by WOAH of an official control 
programme for FMD being in compliance with the provisions of the chapter on FMD in the 
Terrestrial Animal Health Code (Terrestrial Code), 

2. Through the Adapted Procedure 2020, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. 15, which specified 
and updated the procedure for Members to follow to achieve endorsement of their official control 
programme for FMD,  

3. Through the Adapted Procedure 2020, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. 16, which specified 
and updated the financial implications for Members applying for endorsement of their official control 
programme for FMD to meet part of the costs defrayed by WOAH in the evaluation process, 

4. During the 79th General Session, the Assembly noted that an explanatory document outlining the 
standard operating procedures for official animal health status evaluations had been compiled by 
WOAH Headquarters for the benefit of Members, 

5. During the 85th General Session, the Assembly noted a complete revision of the standard operating 
procedures providing further details on the process of official status recognition. The document has 
been published on the WOAH website, 

6. Information published by WOAH is derived from declarations made by the Delegates of Members. 
WOAH is not responsible for the publication and maintenance of the endorsement of Members’ 
official control programme for FMD based on inaccurate information or non-reporting to WOAH 
Headquarters of significant changes in the implementation of relevant measures in the Member 
subsequent to the time of endorsement of the official control programme for FMD, 

THE ASSEMBLY 

RESOLVES THAT 

1. The Director General publish the following List of Members with an endorsed official control 
programme for FMD, according to the provisions of Chapter 8.8. of the Terrestrial Code: 

Botswana Morocco Namibia  
India Mongolia  Thailand 
Kyrgyzstan   

2. The Delegates of these Members shall notify WOAH Headquarters of the occurrence of FMD, 
changes in the epidemiological situation and other significant events in their countries or territories 
in accordance with Chapter 1.1. of the Terrestrial Code. 

_______________ 

 

 
(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 22 May 2026  

in view of an entry into force on 23 May 2026)  
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RESOLUTION No. 21 

Recognition of the Contagious Bovine Pleuropneumonia Status of Members  

CONSIDERING THAT 

1. During the 71st General Session, the World Assembly of Delegates (the Assembly) established a 
procedure for annually updating a List of Members and zones recognised as free from contagious 
bovine pleuropneumonia (CBPP) according to the provisions of the Terrestrial Animal Health Code 
(Terrestrial Code), 

2. Through the Adapted Procedure 2020, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. 15, which specified 
and updated the procedure for Members to follow to achieve official recognition and maintenance 
of status for certain diseases, including CBPP, 

3. Through the Adapted Procedure 2020, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. 16, which specified 
and updated the financial implications for Members applying for evaluation of official recognition of 
animal health status to meet part of the costs defrayed by WOAH in the evaluation process, 

4. During the 79th General Session, the Assembly noted that an explanatory document outlining the 
standard operating procedures for official animal health status evaluations had been compiled by 
WOAH Headquarters for the benefit of Members, 

5. During the 85th General Session, the Assembly noted a complete revision of the standard operating 
procedures providing further details on the process of official status recognition. The document has 
been published on the WOAH website,  

6. During the 86th General Session, the Assembly noted an explanatory document outlining the 
standard operating procedure for official recognition of animal health status of non-contiguous 
territories as part of a Member already having an official animal health status. The document has 
been published on the WOAH website, 

7. Information published by WOAH is derived from declarations made by the Delegates of Members. 
WOAH is not responsible for the publication and maintenance of Members’ or zonal animal health 
status based on inaccurate information or untimely reporting to WOAH Headquarters of changes 
in epidemiological status or other significant events subsequent to the time of declaration of 
freedom from CBPP,  

THE ASSEMBLY 

RESOLVES THAT  

1. The Director General publish the following List of Members recognised as CBPP-free according to 
the provisions of Chapter 11.5. of the Terrestrial Code: 
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Argentina 
Australia 
Bolivia 
Botswana 
Brazil 
Canada 
China (People’s Rep. of) 
Colombia 
Czech Republic 

Ecuador 
Eswatini 

France
1
  

India 
Italy 
Mexico 
Mongolia 
New Caledonia 
Norway 

Paraguay 
Peru 

Portugal
2
  

Russia  
Singapore 
South Africa 
Switzerland 
United States of America 
Uruguay 

2. The Director General publish the following List of Members having a CBPP-free zone3 according 
to the provisions of Chapter 11.5. of the Terrestrial Code: 

Namibia:  one zone located south of the Veterinary Cordon Fence, designated by the Delegate 
of Namibia in documents addressed to the Director General in October 2015; 

AND 

3. The Delegates of these Members shall immediately notify the WOAH Headquarters if CBPP occurs 
in their countries or free zone within their territories. 

_______________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 22 May 2026  
in view of an entry into force on 23 May 2026) 

 

 

1  Including French Guiana, Guadeloupe, Martinique, Mayotte, and Réunion. 
2  Including Azores and Madeira. 
3  For detailed information on the delimitation of the zone of the Member recognised as free from CBPP, enquiries 

should be addressed to the Director General of WOAH. 
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RESOLUTION No. 22 

Endorsement of Official Control Programmes  
for Contagious Bovine Pleuropneumonia of Members 

CONSIDERING THAT 

1. During the 82nd General Session, the World Assembly of Delegates (the Assembly) adopted 
Resolution No. 31 establishing the endorsement by WOAH of an official control programme for 
contagious bovine pleuropneumonia (CBPP), in accordance with the relevant provisions of the 
chapter on CBPP in the Terrestrial Animal Health Code (Terrestrial Code), 

2. Through the Adapted Procedure 2020, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. 15, which specified 
and updated the procedure for Members to follow to achieve endorsement of their official control 
programme for CBPP,  

3. Through the Adapted Procedure 2020, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. 16, which specified 
and updated the financial implications for Members applying for endorsement of their official control 
programme for CBPP to meet part of the costs defrayed by WOAH in the evaluation process, 

4. During the 79th General Session, the Assembly noted that an explanatory document outlining the 
standard operating procedures for official animal health status evaluations had been compiled by 
WOAH Headquarters for the benefit of Members, 

5. During the 85th General Session, the Assembly noted a complete revision of the standard operating 
procedures providing further details on the process of official status recognition. The document has 
been published on the WOAH website, 

6. Information published by WOAH is derived from declarations made by the Delegates of Members. 
WOAH is not responsible for the publication and maintenance of the endorsement of Members’ 
official control programme for CBPP based on inaccurate information or non-reporting to WOAH 
Headquarters of significant changes in the implementation of relevant measures in the Member 
subsequent to the time of endorsement of the official control programme for CBPP, 

THE ASSEMBLY 

RESOLVES THAT 

1. The Director General publish the following List of Members with an endorsed official control 
programme for CBPP, according to the provisions of Chapter 11.5. of the Terrestrial Code: 

Namibia Zambia 

2. The Delegates of these Members shall notify WOAH Headquarters of the occurrence of CBPP, 
changes in the epidemiological situation and other significant events in their countries or territories 
in accordance with Chapter 1.1. of the Terrestrial Code. 

_______________ 

 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 22 May 2026  
in view of an entry into force on 23 May 2026) 
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RESOLUTION No. 23 

Recognition of the Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy Risk Status of Members  

CONSIDERING THAT 

1. During the 67th General Session, the World Assembly of Delegates (the Assembly) established a 
procedure for annually updating a List of Members and zones, categorised by their bovine spongiform 
encephalopathy (BSE) risk according to the provisions of the Terrestrial Animal Health Code (Terrestrial 
Code),  

2. Through the Adapted Procedure 2020, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. 15, which specified and 
updated the procedure for Members to follow to achieve official recognition and maintenance of status of 
certain diseases, including BSE risk status, 

3. Through the Adapted Procedure 2020, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. 16, which specified and 
updated the financial implications for Members applying for evaluation of official recognition of BSE risk 
status to meet part of the costs defrayed by WOAH in the evaluation process, 

4. During the 79th General Session, the Assembly noted that an explanatory document outlining the 
standard operating procedures for official animal health status evaluations had been compiled by WOAH 
Headquarters for the benefit of Members, 

5. During the 85th General Session, the Assembly noted a complete revision of the standard operating 
procedures providing further details on the process of official status recognition. The document has been 
published on the WOAH website, 

6. During the 86th General Session, the Assembly noted an explanatory document outlining the standard 
operating procedure for official recognition of animal health status of non-contiguous territories as part of 
a Member already having an official animal health status. The document has been published on the 
WOAH website, 

7. Information published by WOAH is derived from declarations made by the Delegates of Members. WOAH 
is not responsible for the publication and maintenance of Members’ or zonal risk status based on 
inaccurate information or untimely reporting to WOAH Headquarters of changes in epidemiological status 
or other significant events subsequent to the time of declaration of the BSE risk status,  

THE ASSEMBLY 

RESOLVES THAT  

1. The Director General publish the following List of Members recognised as having a negligible BSE risk in 
accordance with Chapter 11.4. of the Terrestrial Code: 
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Argentina 
Australia 
Austria 
Belgium 
Bolivia 
Brazil 
Bulgaria 
Canada 
Chile 
Colombia 
Costa Rica 
Croatia 
Cyprus 
Czech Republic 

Denmark 
Estonia 

Finland1  
France 
Germany 
Hungary 
Iceland 
India 
Ireland 
Israel 
Italy 
Japan 
Korea (Rep. of) 

Latvia 
Liechtenstein 
Lithuania 
Luxembourg 
Malta 
Mexico 
Namibia 
New Zealand 
Nicaragua 
Norway 
Panama 
Paraguay 
Peru 

Poland 

Portugal2  
Romania 

Serbia3  
Singapore 
Slovakia 
Slovenia 

Spain4  
Sweden 
Switzerland 
The Netherlands 
United States of America 
Uruguay 

2. The Director General publish the following List of Members recognised as having a controlled BSE risk in 
accordance with Chapter 11.4. of the Terrestrial Code: 

Chinese Taipei  Greece 
Ecuador Russia 

3. The Director General publish the following List of Members with zones5 recognised as having a negligible 
BSE risk in accordance with Chapter 11.4. of the Terrestrial Code: 

China (People’s Rep. of): a zone designated by the Delegate of China (People’s Rep. of) in documents 
addressed to the Director General in November 2013, consisting of the 
People’s Republic of China, with the exclusion of Hong Kong and Macau; 

United Kingdom: one zone consisting of Northern Ireland as designated by the Delegate of the 
United Kingdom in documents addressed to the Director General in 
September 2016;  

 one zone consisting of Jersey as designated by the Delegate of the United 
Kingdom in documents addressed to the Director General in August 2019; 

 one zone consisting of England and Wales as designated by the Delegate of 
the United Kingdom in documents addressed to the Director General in 
September and October 2016, November 2021 and August 2024; 

 one zone consisting of Scotland as designated by the Delegate of the United 
Kingdom in documents addressed to the Director General in September and 
October 2016 and in December 2018 and August 2024; 

AND 

4. The Delegates of these Members shall immediately notify WOAH Headquarters if BSE occurs in their 
countries or zones within their territories. 

_______________ 

 
 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 22 May 2026  
in view of an entry into force on 23 May 2026)    

 

1  Including Åland Islands. 
2  Including Azores and Madeira. 
3  Excluding Kosovo administered by the United Nations. 
4  Including Balearic Islands and Canary Islands. 
5  For detailed information on the delimitation of the zones of the Members recognised as having a negligible or controlled 

BSE risk, enquiries should be addressed to the Director General of WOAH. 
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RESOLUTION No. 24 

Recognition of the African Horse Sickness Status of Members 

CONSIDERING THAT 

1. During the 80th General Session, the World Assembly of Delegates (the Assembly) adopted 
Resolution No. 19, which amended the chapter of the Terrestrial Animal Health Code (Terrestrial 
Code) on African horse sickness (AHS). These standards provide a pathway for Members or zones 
to be recognised by WOAH as free from AHS, 

2. Through the Adapted Procedure 2020, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. 15, which specified 
and updated the procedure for Members to follow to achieve official recognition and maintenance 
of status for certain animal diseases, including AHS,  

3. Through the Adapted Procedure 2020, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. 16, which specified 
and updated the financial implications for Members applying for evaluation of official recognition of 
animal health status to meet part of the costs defrayed by WOAH in the evaluation process, 

4. During the 79th General Session, the Assembly noted that an explanatory document outlining the 
standard operating procedures for official animal health status evaluations had been compiled by 
WOAH Headquarters for the benefit of Members,  

5. During the 85th General Session, the Assembly noted a complete revision of the standard operating 
procedures providing further details on the process of official status recognition. The document has 
been published on the WOAH website, 

6. During the 86th General Session, the Assembly noted an explanatory document outlining the 
standard operating procedure for official recognition of animal health status of non-contiguous 
territories as part of a Member already having an official animal health status. The document has 
been published on the WOAH website, 

7. Information published by WOAH is derived from declarations made by the Delegates of Members. 
WOAH is not responsible for the publication and maintenance of Members’ or zonal animal health 
status based on inaccurate information or untimely reporting to WOAH Headquarters of changes 
in epidemiological status or other significant events subsequent to the time of declaration of 
freedom from AHS, 

THE ASSEMBLY 

RESOLVES THAT 

1. The Director General publish the following List of Members recognised as AHS-free according to the 
provisions of Chapter 12.1. of the Terrestrial Code: 
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Algeria 
Andorra 
Argentina 
Australia 
Austria 
Azerbaijan 
Bahrain 
Belgium 
Bolivia 
Bosnia and Herzegovina 
Brazil 
Bulgaria 
Canada 
Chile 

China (People’s Rep. of)
1
 

Chinese Taipei 
Colombia 
Croatia 

Cyprus 
Czech Rep. 
Denmark 
Ecuador 
Egypt 
Estonia 

Finland
2
  

France
3
  

Germany 
Greece 
Hungary 
Iceland 
India 
Ireland 
Italy 
Japan 
Kazakhstan 
Korea (Rep. of) 

Kuwait 
Latvia 
Liechtenstein 
Lithuania 
Luxembourg 
Malaysia 
Malta 
Mexico 
Morocco 
New Caledonia 
New Zealand 
North Macedonia (Rep. of) 
Norway 
Oman 
Paraguay 
Peru 
Philippines 
Poland  

Portugal
4
 

Qatar 
Romania 
Saudi Arabia 
Singapore 
Slovakia 
Slovenia 

Spain
5
  

Sweden 
Switzerland 
Thailand 
The Netherlands 
Tunisia 
Türkiye (Rep. of) 
United Arab Emirates 

United Kingdom
6
  

United States of America
7
  

Uruguay 

 

AND 

2. The Delegates of these Members shall immediately notify WOAH Headquarters if AHS occurs in 
their countries or their territories. 

_______________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 22 May 2026  

in view of an entry into force on 23 May 2026) 
 

 

1  Including Hong Kong and Macau. 
2  Including Åland Islands. 
3  Including French Guiana, Guadeloupe, Martinique, Mayotte, Réunion, Saint Barthélemy, Saint Martin, Saint-

Pierre-and-Miquelon. 
4  Including Azores and Madeira. 
5  Including Balearic Islands and Canary Islands. 
6  Including Cayman Islands, Guernsey (incl. Alderney and Sark), Isle of Man, Jersey, Saint Helena and Falkland 

Islands (Malvinas). (A dispute exists between the Government of Argentina and the Government of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland concerning sovereignty over the Falkland Islands (Malvinas) [see 
resolution 2065 (XX) of the General Assembly of the United Nations]). 

7 Including American Samoa, Guam, Northern Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico and US Virgin Islands. 
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RESOLUTION No. 25 

Recognition of the Peste des Petits Ruminants Status of Members 

CONSIDERING THAT 

1. During the 81st General Session, the World Assembly of Delegates (the Assembly) adopted 
Resolution No. 29, which amended the chapter of the Terrestrial Animal Health Code (Terrestrial 
Code) on peste des petits ruminants (PPR). These standards provide a pathway for Members or 
zones to be recognised by WOAH as free from PPR, 

2. Through the Adapted Procedure 2020, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. 15, which specified 
and updated the procedure for Members to follow to achieve official recognition and maintenance 
of status for certain animal diseases, including PPR,  

3. Through the Adapted Procedure 2020, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. 16, which specified 
and updated the financial implications for Members applying for evaluation of official recognition of 
animal health status to meet part of the costs defrayed by WOAH in the evaluation process, 

4. During the 79th General Session, the Assembly noted that an explanatory document outlining the 
standard operating procedures for official animal health status evaluations had been compiled by 
WOAH Headquarters for the benefit of Members, 

5. During the 85th General Session, the Assembly noted a complete revision of the standard operating 
procedures providing further details on the process of official status recognition. The document has 
been published on the WOAH website, 

6. During the 86th General Session, the Assembly noted an explanatory document outlining the 
standard operating procedure for official recognition of animal health status of non-contiguous 
territories as part of a Member already having an official animal health status. The document has 
been published on the WOAH website, 

7. Information published by WOAH is derived from declarations made by the Delegates of Members. 
WOAH is not responsible for the publication and maintenance of Members’ or zonal animal health 
status based on inaccurate information or untimely reporting to WOAH Headquarters of changes 
in epidemiological status or other significant events subsequent to the time of declaration of 
freedom from PPR, 

THE ASSEMBLY 

RESOLVES THAT 

1. The Director General publish the following List of Members recognised as PPR-free according to 
the provisions of Chapter 14.7. of the Terrestrial Code: 
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Argentina 
Australia 
Austria 
Azerbaijan 
Belgium 
Bolivia 
Bosnia and Herzegovina 
Botswana 
Brazil 
Canada 
Chile 
Chinese Taipei 
Colombia 
Cyprus 
Czech Republic 

Denmark 
Ecuador 
Estonia 
Eswatini 

Finland1  

France2  
Germany 
Hungary 
Iceland 
Ireland 
Italy 
Korea (Rep. of) 
Latvia 
Lesotho 

Liechtenstein 
Lithuania 
Luxembourg 
Madagascar 
Malta 
Mexico 
New Caledonia 
New Zealand 
North Macedonia (Rep. of) 
Norway 
Paraguay 
Peru 
Philippines 
Poland 

Portugal3  
Russia 
Singapore 
Slovakia 
Slovenia 
South Africa 

Spain4  
Sri Lanka  
Sweden 
Switzerland 
The Netherlands 

United Kingdom5  

United States of America6  
Uruguay 

2. The Director General publish the following List of Members having a PPR-free zone7 according to 
the provisions of Chapter 14.7. of the Terrestrial Code:  

Namibia:  one zone located south of the Veterinary Cordon Fence, designated by the Delegate 
of Namibia in documents addressed to the Director General in November 2014; 

AND 

3. The Delegates of these Members shall immediately notify WOAH Headquarters if PPR occurs in 
their countries or free zone within their territories. 

_______________ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 22 May 2026  
in view of an entry into force on 23 May 2026)  

 

 

1  Including Åland Islands. 
2  Including French Guiana, Guadeloupe, Martinique, Réunion, Saint Barthélémy, Saint Martin, Saint Pierre and 

Miquelon. 
3  Including Azores and Madeira. 
4  Including Balearic Islands and Canary Islands. 
5  Including Cayman Islands, Guernsey (incl. Alderney and Sark), Isle of Man, Jersey, Saint Helena and Falkland 

Islands (Malvinas). (A dispute exists between the Government of Argentina and the Government of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland concerning sovereignty over the Falkland Islands (Malvinas) [see 
resolution 2065 (XX) of the General Assembly of the United Nations]). 

6  Including American Samoa, Guam, Northern Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico and US Virgin Islands. 
7  For detailed information on the delimitation of the zone of the Member recognised as free from PPR, enquiries 

should be addressed to the Director General of WOAH.  
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RESOLUTION No. 26 

Recognition of the Classical Swine Fever Status of Members 

CONSIDERING THAT 

1. During the 81st General Session, the World Assembly of Delegates (the Assembly) adopted 
Resolution No. 29, which amended the chapter of the Terrestrial Animal Health Code (Terrestrial 
Code) on classical swine fever (CSF). These standards provide a pathway for Members or zones 
to be recognised by WOAH as free from CSF, 

2. Through the Adapted Procedure 2020, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. 15, which specified 
and updated the procedure for Members to follow to achieve official recognition and maintenance 
of status for certain animal diseases, including CSF,  

3. Through the Adapted Procedure 2020, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. 16, which specified 
and updated the financial implications for Members applying for evaluation of official recognition of 
animal health status to meet part of the costs defrayed by WOAH in the evaluation process, 

4. During the 79th General Session, the Assembly noted that an explanatory document outlining the 
standard operating procedures for official animal health status evaluations had been compiled by 
WOAH Headquarters for the benefit of Members, 

5. During the 85th General Session, the Assembly noted a complete revision of the standard operating 
procedures providing further details on the process of official status recognition. The document has 
been published on the WOAH website, 

6. During the 86th General Session, the Assembly noted an explanatory document outlining the 
standard operating procedure for official recognition of animal health status of non-contiguous 
territories as part of a Member already having an official animal health status. The document has 
been published on the WOAH website, 

7. Information published by WOAH is derived from declarations made by the Delegates of Members. 
WOAH is not responsible for the publication and maintenance of Members’ or zonal animal health 
status based on inaccurate information or untimely reporting to WOAH Headquarters of changes 
in epidemiological status or other significant events subsequent to the time of declaration of 
freedom from CSF, 

THE ASSEMBLY 

RESOLVES THAT 

1. The Director General publish the following List of Members recognised as CSF-free according to 
the provisions of Chapter 15.2. of the Terrestrial Code: 
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Argentina 
Australia 
Austria 
Belgium 
Bulgaria 
Canada 
Chile 
Chinese Taipei 
Costa Rica 
Croatia 

Czech Republic 
Denmark 

Finland
1
  

France
2
    

Germany 
Hungary 
Ireland 
Italy 
Kazakhstan 
Latvia 

Liechtenstein 
Luxembourg 
Malta 
Mexico 
New Caledonia 
New Zealand 
Norway 
Paraguay 
Poland 

Portugal
3
 

Slovakia 
Slovenia 

Spain
4
  

Sweden 
Switzerland 
The Netherlands 

United Kingdom
5
  

United States of America
6
  

Uruguay 

2. The Director General publish the following List of Members having CSF-free zones
7
 according to 

the provisions of Chapter 15.2. of the Terrestrial Code: 

Bolivia: one zone composed of the Department of Santa Cruz as designated by the Delegate of 
Bolivia in a document addressed to the Director General in September 2025; 

Brazil: one zone composed of the States of Rio Grande do Sul and Santa Catarina as 
designated by the Delegate of Brazil in documents addressed to the Director General 
in September 2014;  

one zone covering the States of Acre, Bahia, Espírito Santo, Goiás, Mato Grosso, Mato 
Grosso do Sul, Minas Gerais, Rio de Janeiro, Rondônia, São Paulo, Sergipe, Tocantins 
and Distrito Federal, and the municipalities of Guajará, Boca do Acre, South of the 
municipality of Canutama and Southwest of the municipality of Lábrea in the State of 
Amazonas as designated by the Delegate of Brazil in documents addressed to the 
Director General in September 2015 and in October 2020; 

one zone consisting of the State of Paraná as designated by the Delegate of Brazil in 
documents addressed to the Director General in October 2020; 

Colombia: one zone designated by the Delegate of Colombia in documents addressed to the 
Director General in September 2015; 

 the central-eastern zone as designated by the Delegate of Colombia in documents 
addressed to the Director General in October 2020; 

 one zone covering the archipelago of San Andres, Providencia and Santa Catalina as 
designated by the Delegate of Colombia in a document addressed to the Director 
General in September 2025; 

Ecuador: one zone consisting of the insular territory of the Galápagos as designated by the 
Delegate of Ecuador in documents addressed to the Director General in October 2018; 

AND 

3. The Delegates of these Members shall immediately notify the WOAH Headquarters if CSF occurs 
in their countries or free zones within their territories. 

_______________ 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 22 May 2026  
in view of an entry into force on 23 May 2026) 

 

1  Including Åland Islands. 
2  Including French Guiana, Guadeloupe, Martinique, Mayotte and Réunion. 
3  Including Azores and Madeira. 
4  Including Balearic Islands and Canary Islands. 
5  Including Guernsey (incl. Alderney and Sark), Isle of Man and Jersey. 
6  Including Guam, Puerto Rico and US Virgin Islands. 
7  For detailed information on the delimitation of the zones of the Members recognised as free from CSF, enquiries 

should be addressed to the Director General of WOAH. 
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RESOLUTION No. 27 

Endorsement of Official Control Programmes  
for dog-mediated rabies of Members 

CONSIDERING THAT 

1. During the 84th General Session, the World Assembly of Delegates (the Assembly) adopted 
Resolution No. 26, which confirmed Members’ commitment towards the elimination of dog-
mediated rabies by 2030, 

2. During the 87th General Session, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. 27 establishing the 
endorsement by WOAH of an official control programme for dog-mediated rabies, in accordance 
with the relevant provisions of the chapter on infection with rabies virus in the Terrestrial Animal 
Health Code (Terrestrial Code), 

3. Through the Adapted Procedure 2020, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. 15, which specified 
the procedure for Members to follow to achieve endorsement of their official control programme for 
dog-mediated rabies, 

4. Through the Adapted Procedure 2020, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. 16, which specified 
the financial implications for Members applying for endorsement of their official control programme 
for dog-mediated rabies to meet part of the costs defrayed by WOAH in the evaluation process, 

5. During the 79th General Session, the Assembly noted that an explanatory document outlining the 
standard operating procedures for official animal health status evaluations had been compiled by 
WOAH Headquarters for the benefit of Members, 

6. During the 85th General Session, the Assembly noted a complete revision of the standard operating 
procedures providing further details on the process of official status recognition. The document has 
been published on the WOAH website, 

7. Information published by WOAH is derived from declarations made by the Delegates of Members. 
WOAH is not responsible for the publication and maintenance of the endorsement of Members’ 
official control programme for dog-mediated rabies based on inaccurate information or non-
reporting to WOAH Headquarters of significant changes in the implementation of relevant 
measures in the Member subsequent to the time of endorsement of the official control programme 
for dog-mediated rabies, 

THE ASSEMBLY 

RESOLVES THAT 

1. The Director General publish the following List of Members with an endorsed official control 
programme for dog-mediated rabies, according to the provisions of Chapter 8.15. of the Terrestrial 
Code: 

Malawi  Saudi Arabia Zimbabwe 

Namibia Tanzania  

Philippines Zambia  

2. The Delegates of these Members shall notify WOAH Headquarters the occurrence of dog-mediated 
rabies, changes in the epidemiological situation and other significant events in their countries or 
territories in accordance with Chapter 1.1. of the Terrestrial Code. 

_______________ 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 22 May 2026  
in view of an entry into force on 23 May 2026)  
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RESOLUTION No. 28 

Designation of Facilities Holding Rinderpest Virus Containing Material  
to Maintain Global Freedom from Rinderpest 

ACKNOWLEDGING the declaration of global freedom from rinderpest in May 2011 and the commitment 
made by Members to maintaining this status, reaffirmed through WOAH Resolution No. 21 (2017),  

REITERATING the importance of reducing the risk posed by rinderpest virus containing material through 
its safe destruction, including all the non-essential material held by designated facilities (hereinafter 
‘Rinderpest Holding Facilities’),  

CONSIDERING THAT  

1. Resolution No. 23 (2014) requested the Director General to put in place, jointly with the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), a system to designate, inspect, monitor and 
evaluate Rinderpest Holding Facilities,  

2. Resolution No. 24 (2019) extended the designation of the Rinderpest Holding Facilities first 
designated through Resolution No. 25 (2015) for a three-year period, 

3. Resolution No. 23 (2019) designated two new Rinderpest Holding Facilities for a three-year period. 

4. Resolution No. 27 (2022) extended the designation of all the previously designated Rinderpest 
Holding Facilities for a one-year period. 

5. Resolution No. 27 (2023) extended the designation of all the previously designated Rinderpest 
Holding Facilities for a three-year period, based on four site inspections undertaken in 2022. 

6. The Mandate for Rinderpest Holding Facilities from Resolution No. 27 (2023) has been updated to 
reflect that the definition of essential rinderpest virus containing material includes only vaccine 
strains listed in the WOAH Manual of Diagnostic Tests and Vaccines, manufactured vaccines, and 
materials for vaccine production (Appendix I). 

7. Resolutions No. 27 (2022) and No. 27 (2023) mandated Rinderpest Holding Facilities to work 
towards an ever-reducing inventory. 

8. Resolution No. 22 (2025) recommended that Members, including those hosting designated 
Rinderpest Holding Facilities, destroy all non-essential rinderpest virus containing material, noting 
that field strains, plasmids, and other materials not mentioned in preambulatory clause no. 6 are 
considered non-essential. Further, Resolution No. 22 (2025) designated one new Rinderpest 
Holding Facility for a one-year period and concluded, with high praise, the designation of one 
Rinderpest Holding Facility. 

9. In April 2026, an independent team of experts commissioned by WOAH and FAO carried out the 
site inspection of a Rinderpest Holding Facility which had been designated in 2016, re-inspected in 
2022, and had recently moved to a different location.  

10. In 2026, the FAO-WOAH Joint Advisory Committee for Rinderpest has assessed the compliance 
of the eight designated Rinderpest Holding Facilities with the Mandate, as well as the 
implementation of corrective actions to resolve findings and recommendations from the respective 
site inspections. 
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THE ASSEMBLY  

RESOLVES  

To extend the designation of the following facilities as approved for holding rinderpest virus containing 
material for the period of three years, on behalf of the WOAH, and subject to equivalent action by FAO: 

A) Rinderpest Holding Facility for storing rinderpest virus containing material, excluding 

vaccine stocks: 

1. African Union Pan African Veterinary Vaccine Centre (AU-PANVAC), Debre-Zeit, Ethiopia. 

2. China Institute of Veterinary Drug Control/China Veterinary Culture Collection Center (IVDC), 

Beijing, People’s Republic of China. 

3. Indian Council of Agricultural Research – National Institute for High Security Animal Diseases, 

Bhopal, India. 

4. High Containment Facilities of Exotic Diseases Research Station, National Institute of Animal 

Health, Kodaira, Tokyo, Japan. 

5. USDA-APHIS, Foreign Animal Disease Diagnostic Laboratory (FADDL) at the National Bio and 

Agro-Defense Facility, Manhattan, Kansas, United States of America. 

6. The Pirbright Institute, Surrey, United Kingdom. 

B) Rinderpest Holding Facility for storing only manufactured vaccines, vaccine stocks and 

material solely for their production: 

1. African Union Pan African Veterinary Vaccine Centre (AU-PANVAC), Debre-Zeit, Ethiopia. 

2. Centre de coopération internationale en recherche agronomique pour le développement 

(CIRAD), Montpellier, France. 

3. China Institute of Veterinary Drug Control/China Veterinary Culture Collection Center (IVDC), 

Beijing, People’s Republic of China.  

4. Building for Safety Evaluation Research, Production Center for Biologicals; Building for 

Biologics, Research and Development (storage), National Institute of Animal Health, Tsukuba, 

Ibaraki, Japan. 

To designate the following facility as approved for holding rinderpest virus containing material (Category 
B) for the period of three years, on behalf of WOAH, and subject to equivalent action by FAO.  

B) Rinderpest Holding Facility for storing only manufactured vaccines, vaccine stocks and 

material solely for their production:  

1. Indian Council of Agricultural Research – National Institute for High Security Animal Diseases, 

Bhopal, India. 

______________  
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 22 May 2026  
in view of an entry into force on 23 May 2026) 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on XX May 2025 
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in view of an entry into force on XX May 2025Appendix I 

MANDATE FOR A FACILTY DESIGNATED TO HOLD 
RINDERPEST VIRUS CONTAINING MATERIAL 

The facilities designated by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and the 
World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH) to hold rinderpest virus (RPV)-containing material1 
(hereinafter ‘Rinderpest Holding Facilities’) have a mandate which justifies their function and ensures 
safe storage of this material. 

The Rinderpest Holding Facility has a separate mandate and approval mechanism to that of a WOAH 
Reference Laboratory for rinderpest and a FAO Reference Centre for morbillivirus. 

Although the decision to designate a Rinderpest Holding Facility lies with the WOAH World Assembly 
of Delegates, the Member’s WOAH Delegate must support the application and be fully aware of the 
Mandate, and the country hosting the Rinderpest Holding Facility should have an up-to-date contingency 
plan for rinderpest. 

The following text describes the Mandates of the two categories of Rinderpest Holding Facility: 

A) Rinderpest Holding Facility for storing rinderpest virus containing material, excluding vaccine 

stocks. 

B) Rinderpest Holding Facility for storing only manufactured vaccines, vaccine stocks and 

material solely for their production. 

A) Rinderpest holding facilities for storing rinderpest virus containing material, excluding 

vaccine stocks: 

1. To retain an up-to-date inventory of RPV-containing material and sequence data (including 
recording entry and exit of this material into and out of the facility), and to share this 
information with FAO and WOAH through the designated web-based system. 

2. To send an annual report to FAO and WOAH through the designated web-based system. 

3. To safely hold RPV-containing material at an appropriate level of biocontainment and 
ensure appropriate measures are taken to prevent its accidental or deliberate release. 

4. To accept RPV-containing material from FAO and WOAH Members for safe storage and/or 
for destruction. 

5. To notify FAO and WOAH before receiving RPV-containing material from other institutes 
for FAO to assist in shipping if needed and to ensure chain of custody. 

  

 
1 RPV-containing material means field and laboratory strains of RPV; vaccine strains of RPV including valid and 

expired vaccine stocks; tissues, sera and other material from animals known or suspected to be infected; 
laboratory-generated diagnostic material containing live virus, recombinant morbilliviruses (segmented or 
nonsegmented) containing unique RPV nucleic acid or amino acid sequences, and full length genomic material 
including virus RNA and its cDNA copies. Subgenomic fragments of RPV genome (either as plasmid or 
incorporated into recombinant viruses) that cannot be incorporated into a replicating morbillivirus or morbillivirus-
like virus are not considered to be RPV-containing material, neither are sera that have been either heat-treated 
to at least 56°C for at least two hours, or shown to be free from RPV genome sequences by a validated RT-PCR 
assay. 
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6. To provide RPV-containing material to other institutes for the research or vaccine 
manufacture that has been approved by FAO and WOAH.  

7. To contribute, when requested by FAO and WOAH, to the Global Rinderpest Action Plan 

and the global rinderpest vaccine reserve. 

8. To maintain a system of quality assurance, biosafety and biosecurity, and to notify FAO 

and WOAH, should a breach of biocontainment happen, with or without release of RPV-

containing material. 

9. To notify immediately FAO and WOAH of any release or contamination of RPV-containing 

material in other virus stock or material stored at the facility.  

10. To seek approval from FAO and WOAH before manipulating RPV-containing materials for 

the purposes of research or any other purposes, including in private sector institutions, or 

before shipping RPV-containing materials to other institutes. 

11. To work towards an ever-reducing inventory of RPV-containing material from the time of 

adoption of the resolution, aiming to keep only essential material2 to safeguard the global 

freedom.  

12. To participate in scientific meetings in its capacity as FAO-WOAH Rinderpest Holding 

Facility and using that title.  

13. To undergo regular inspections and inventory audits by FAO and WOAH, at the institute’s 

expense, to ensure that storage is secure and that safe operating conditions are met.  

14. To fully cooperate by providing all the relevant reports and information when FAO and 

WOAH carry out a site inspection. 

15. To provide technical advice and/or training to personnel from other FAO and WOAH 

Member Countries on the destruction, safe shipment of RPV-containing material, and/or 

decontamination of facilities. 

16. To establish and maintain a network with other Rinderpest Holding Facilities. 

B) Rinderpest holding facilities for storing only manufactured vaccines, vaccine stocks and 

material solely for their production: 

1. To retain an up-to-date inventory of vaccine stocks including current and expired vaccines 
and any materials solely for vaccine production and to share such information with FAO 
and WOAH through the designated web-based system. 

2. To send an annual report to FAO and WOAH through the designated web-based system. 

3. To validate or destroy stocks of expired vaccines and to share such information with FAO 
and WOAH through the designated web-based system. 

4. To accept vaccine virus seeds or stocks from FAO and WOAH Member Countries for safe 
storage and/or for destruction.  

 
2  Essential rinderpest virus containing material means only vaccine strains listed in the WOAH Manual of Diagnostic 

Tests and Vaccines, manufactured vaccine and materials for vaccine production. Field strains, plasmids, and 
other materials are deemed “non-essential” and should be destroyed. 

https://www.gf-tads.org/rinderpest/global-rinderpest-action-plan-grap/en/
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5. To notify FAO and WOAH before receiving RPV-containing material from other institutes 
for FAO to assist in shipping if needed and to ensure the chain of custody.  

6. To provide vaccine virus seeds or vaccines to other institutes (public or private sector) for 
research or vaccine manufacture that has been approved by FAO and WOAH. 

7. To contribute, when requested by FAO and WOAH, to the global rinderpest vaccine reserve 
and the Global Rinderpest Action Plan, including through the emergency manufacture and 
preparation of vaccines in accordance with WOAH standards and the FAO-WOAH Criteria 
for Rinderpest Vaccine Manufacturers. 

8. To maintain a system of quality assurance, biosafety and biosecurity, and to notify FAO 
and WOAH, should a breach of biocontainment happen, with or without release of RPV-
containing material. 

9. To notify immediately FAO and WOAH of any release or contamination of RPV-containing 
material in other virus stock or material stored at the facility.  

10. To seek approval from FAO and WOAH before manipulating RPV-containing materials for 
the purposes of vaccine production or any other purposes, or before shipping RPV-
containing materials to other institutes. 

11. To regularly test the quality of the vaccines in accordance with the WOAH guidelines. 

12. To maintain and follow procedures approved by FAO and WOAH for managing vaccine 
stocks (storing packaged and manufactured vaccine). 

13. To work towards an ever-reducing inventory of RPV-containing material from the time of 
adoption of the resolution, aiming to keep only essential material (vaccine seed and 
manufactured vaccines listed in the WOAH Manual of Diagnostic Tests and Vaccines) to 
safeguard the global freedom. 

14. To undergo regular inspections and inventory audits by FAO and WOAH, at the institute’s 
expense, to ensure that storage is secure and that safe operating conditions are met.  

15. To fully cooperate by providing all the relevant reports and information when FAO and 
WOAH carry out a site inspection. 

16. To establish and maintain a network with other Rinderpest Holding Facilities. 

__________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.woah.org/en/blog/document/criteria-for-rinderpest-vaccine-manufacturers/
https://www.woah.org/en/blog/document/criteria-for-rinderpest-vaccine-manufacturers/
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RESOLUTION No. 29 

Amendments to the WOAH Aquatic Animal Health Code  

CONSIDERING THAT 

1. The content of the WOAH Aquatic Animal Health Code (the Aquatic Code) is the result of 
modifications made by the World Assembly of Delegates during previous WOAH General Sessions; 

2. It is necessary to update the Aquatic Code in accordance with amendments proposed by the WOAH 
Aquatic Animal Health Standards Commission (Annexes 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10 of Document 
93 GS/Tech-07), after consultation with the World Assembly of Delegates. 

THE ASSEMBLY  

RESOLVES 

1. To adopt the updates to the Aquatic Code proposed in the Annexes 5 and 9 of Document 93 GS/Tech-
07 in English, French and Spanish, each text being authentic; 

2. To adopt the updates to the Aquatic Code proposed in Annexes 6, 7, 8 and 10 of Document 
93GS/Tech-07 in English, French and Spanish, each text being authentic, with the following 
modifications: 

2.1. In Annex 6 (Chapter 4.7.) 

a) In Article 4.7.2. point 6, to add “as described in point 1 of Article 4.7.5.” after “all aquatic 

animals have been removed”. 

2.2. In Annex 7 (Chapter 9.2.) 

a) In Article 9.2.2., in the first sentence to delete “the following” before “species”.  

b) In the table, to delete “all species” in the parenthesis on the three occasions where it 

occurs. 

c) In the table, to replace “no common name” with “N/A” on the two occasions where it 

occurs. 

2.3. In Annex 8 (Chapter 10.3.) 

a) In Articles 10.3.5. and 10.3.6., in point 2) a) to replace “in Article 2.2.5.” with “in relevant 
sections” before “of the Aquatic Manual”. 
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b) In Article 10.3.5. and 10.3.6., in the second paragraph of point 2) b) to replace “comprises” 
with “includes”; and to replace the sentence “In all other cases passive surveillance would  
be insufficiently sensitive to support a self-declaration of freedom from disease.” with 
“Targeted surveillance can supplement passive surveillance as described in Article 1.4.3. 
and 1.4.12.”. 

2.4. In Annex 10 (Update on viral taxonomy in Article X.X.1. of Chapters 9.3., 9.5., 9.6., 9.8., 9.10., 
10.4., 10.5., 10.6., 10.7., 10.9., 10.10., 10.11. and 11.1.)  

a) In the first paragraph of Article 10.4.1. of Chapter 10.4., to reinstate “the non-pathogenic” 
before “full length highly polymorphic region”. 

b) In Chapter 9.3., in the title to add “infectious” before “decapod iridescent virus 1” and in 
Article 9.3.1., to add “infectious” before “decapod iridescent virus 1”.  

3. To ask the Director General to publish the adopted texts in a revised edition of the Aquatic Code with 
appropriate numbering and formatting. 

______________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 22 May 2026  
in view of an entry into force on 23 May 2026) 
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RESOLUTION No. 30 

Amendments to the WOAH Manual of Diagnostic Tests for Aquatic Animals  

CONSIDERING THAT 

1. The content of the WOAH Manual of Diagnostic Tests for Aquatic Animals (the Aquatic Manual) 
is the result of modifications made by the World Assembly of Delegates during previous WOAH 
General Sessions, 

2. Members were asked for the comments of their specialists for each new or revised chapter of the 
Aquatic Manual before it was finalised by the Aquatic Standards Commission, 

3. It is necessary to update the Aquatic Manual in accordance with amendments proposed by the 
WOAH Aquatic Animal Health Standards Commission (Annexes 18, 19, 20, 21 and 22 of 
Document 93 GS/Tech-07). 

THE ASSEMBLY  

RESOLVES 

1. To adopt the following updates to the Aquatic Manual chapters proposed in the Annexes of 
Document 93 GS/Tech-07 in English, the text being authentic:  

Sections 2.2.1. and 2.2.2. of Chapter 2.2.2. ‘Infection with Aphanomyces astaci (crayfish plague)’ 
(Annex 18) 

With the amendments approved by the Assembly: 

In Section 2.2.1. ‘Susceptible host species’, to delete “(all species)” on the three occasions where 
it occurs following “spp.”, and to replace “no common name” with “N/A” on the two occasions 
where it occurs 

In Section 2.2.2. ‘Species with incomplete evidence for susceptibility’, to delete the line 
“Austropotamobius torrentium” [scientific name” and “stone crayfish” [common name] from the 
table of species for which there is incomplete evidence to fulfil the criteria for listing as susceptible 
to infection with A. astaci according to Chapter 1.5. of the Aquatic Code, and to replace “no 
common name” with “N/A” on the six occasions where it occurs 

Chapter 2.4.5. ‘Infection with Perkinsus marinus’ (Annex 19) 

With the amendments approved by the Assembly: 

In Section 2.2.2. ‘Species with incomplete evidence for susceptibility’ to correct the scientific name 
from “Crassostrea gasar” to “Crassostrea tulipa” 

In Section 3.2. ‘Selection of organs or tissues’, to replace “or” with “and” before “mantle tissue” in 
the last sentence 
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To place “[Under study]” the definitions of a suspect case in apparently healthy and in clinically 
affected animals and the definitions of a confirmed case in apparently healthy and in clinically 
affected animals outlined in Section 6.1. ‘Apparently healthy animals or animals of unknown 
health status’ and Section 6.2. ‘Clinically affected animals’ 

Chapter 2.4.6. ‘Infection with Perkinsus olseni’ (Annex 20) 

With the amendments approved by the Assembly: 

In Section 3.2. ‘Selection of organs or tissues’ to add “and optionally foot” to the organs used for 
histology and add “digestive gland” to the organs recommended for PCR 

To place “[Under study]” the definitions of a suspect case in apparently healthy and in clinically 
affected animals and the definitions of a confirmed case in apparently healthy and in clinically 
affected animals outlined in Section 6.1. ‘Apparently healthy animals or animals of unknown 
health status’ and Section 6.2. ‘Clinically affected animals’ 

Chapter 2.4.7. ‘Infection with Xenohaliotis californiensis’ (Annex 21) 

With the amendments approved by the Assembly: 

To place “[Under study]” the definitions of a suspect case in apparently healthy and in clinically 
affected animals and the definitions of a confirmed case in apparently healthy and in clinically 
affected animals outlined in Section 6.1. ‘Apparently healthy animals or animals of unknown 
health status’ and Section 6.2. ‘Clinically affected animals’ 

Update on viral taxonomy in Scope of Chapters 2.2.3., 2.2.5., 2.2.6., 2.2.7., 2.2.8., 2.2.10., 2.3.2., 
2.3.4., 2.3.5., 2.3.6., 2.3.8., 2.3.9., 2.3.10., and 2.4.1. (Annex 22) 

With the amendments approved by the Assembly: 

To add “infectious” before “decapod iridescent virus 1” in the scope of Chapter 2.2.3. ‘Infection 
with infectious decapod iridescent virus 1’ 

To reinstate “the non-pathogenic” before “full length highly polymorphic region” in the scope of 
Chapter 2.3.4. ‘Infection with HPR-deleted or HPR0 infectious salmon anaemia virus’ 

2. To ask the Director General to publish the adopted text in a revised edition in the on-line version 
of the Aquatic Manual.  

______________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 22 May 2026  
in view of an entry into force on 23 May 2026) 
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RESOLUTION No. 31 

Amendments to the WOAH Terrestrial Animal Health Code 

CONSIDERING THAT 

1. The content of the WOAH Terrestrial Animal Health Code (the Terrestrial Code) is the result of 
modifications made by the World Assembly of Delegates at previous WOAH General Sessions; 

2. It is necessary to update the Terrestrial Code in accordance with amendments proposed by the 
WOAH Terrestrial Animal Health Standards Commission (Annexes 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 
15, 16 and 17 of Document 93GS/Tech-05), after consultation with the World Assembly of 
Delegates. 

THE ASSEMBLY 

RESOLVES 

1. To adopt the updates to the Terrestrial Code proposed in Annexes 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14, 16 and 
17 of Document 93GS/Tech-05 in English, French and Spanish, each text being authentic;  

2. To adopt the updates to the Terrestrial Code proposed in Annexes 7, 11 and 15 of Document 
93GS/Tech-05 in English, French and Spanish, each text being authentic, with the following 
modifications: 

2.1. In Annex 7 (Chapter 4.X.) 

a) In Article 4.X.2., in the third bullet point, 

add ‘and from’ after ‘transmission within’. 

b) In Article 4.X.8., in point d), 

add ‘and further preventive measures’ after ‘corrective actions’. 

c) In Article 4.X.8., in point d), 

add ‘, and procedures for emergencies’ after ‘biosecurity breaches’. 

2.2. In Annex 11 (Chapter 5.7.) 

a) In Article 5.7.7., in point 10, 

add ‘veterinary inspection,’ after ‘Terrestrial Code, including’. 

b) In Article 5.7.7., in point 10, 

replace ‘veterinary inspection’ with ‘killing’. 
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2.3. In Annex 15 (Chapter 8.20.) 

a) In Article 8.20.4., in point 3, 

add ‘the’ after ‘at least’. 

3. To ask the Director General to publish the adopted texts in a revised edition of the Terrestrial Code 
with appropriate numbering and formatting. 

______________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 22 May 2026  
in view of an entry into force on 23 May 2026) 
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RESOLUTION No. 32 

Amendments to the 
WOAH Manual of Diagnostic Tests and Vaccines for Terrestrial Animals  

CONSIDERING THAT 

1. The Manual of Diagnostic Tests and Vaccines for Terrestrial Animals (Terrestrial Manual), like 
the Terrestrial Animal Health Code, is an important contribution to the international harmonisation 
of sanitary standards related to terrestrial animals and animal products, 

2. Members were asked for the comments of their specialists for each new or revised chapter of the 
Terrestrial Manual before it was finalised by the Biological Standards Commission, 

THE ASSEMBLY  

RESOLVES 

1. To adopt the following texts for the Terrestrial Manual:  

1.1.2. ‘Collection, submission and storage of diagnostic specimens’ 

1.1.3. ‘Transport of biological materials’ 

With the amendments approved by the Assembly: 

To insert a new section as follows: “Section D. ‘Required documentation’ 

The following are the documents required for shipping of infectious substances: 

• Shipper’s Declaration for Dangerous Goods (SDGS); 

• Air Waybill; 

• Packing list (enclosed between the secondary and outer packaging): number of 
packages, detail of contents, quantity and volume of contents; 

• Customs invoice (for customs purposes with a minimal value if items are supplied 
free of charge). 

The required documents vary depending on the classification of infectious substances. 
The shipper’s declaration for dangerous goods is MANDATORY for the shipment of 
infectious substances, category A. Shippers are required to prepare the DGS form 
certifying that the shipment has been packed, labelled and declared according to 
international regulations.” 

3.1.8. ‘Foot and mouth disease (infection with foot and mouth disease virus)’ appendices only 

3.1.11. ‘Leishmaniosis’ 

3.1.17. ‘Paratuberculosis (Johne’s disease)’ 

3.3.3. ‘Avian infectious laryngotracheitis’ 
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3.3.5. ‘Avian mycoplasmosis (Mycoplasma gallisepticum, M. synoviae)’ 

3.3.7. ‘Fowl typhoid and Pullorum disease’ 

3.4.4. ‘Bovine genital campylobacteriosis’ 

3.4.10. ‘Haemorrhagic septicaemia (Pasteurella multocida serotypes 6:b and 6:e)’ 

With the amendments approved by the Assembly: 

In Section A. ‘Introduction’ add a new sentence after the third sentence that states: “HS 
is caused by Pasteurella multocida, a Gram-negative coccobacillus that is serologically 
classified into five serogroups: A, B, D, E, and F according to the composition of the 
polysaccharide capsule, and 16 lipopolysaccharides (LPS) serovars (1–16).”, and in the 
following sentence replace “The disease is caused by Pasteurella multocida, a Gram-
negative coccobacillus residing” with “The bacterium resides” 

3.4.11. ‘Infectious bovine rhinotracheitis/infectious pustular vulvovaginitis’ 

3.5.1. ‘Camelpox’ 

3.6.4. ‘Equine encephalomyelitis (Eastern, Western and Venezuelan)’ 

3.6.6. ‘Equine influenza (infection with equine influenza virus)’ 

3.6.10. ‘Glanders and melioidosis’ 

With the amendments approved by the Assembly: 

In Section B.2.3.2 ‘PCR assays for B. mallei detection’ add “or molecular biomarkers 
located within stable regions” after “The use of multiple PCR systems” and include the 
Reference Charron et al., 2023 at the end of the sentence (CHARRON P., GAO R., 
CHMARA J., HOOVER E., NADIN-DAVIS S., CHAUVIN D., HAZELWOOD J., MAKONDO K., 
DUCEPPE M.O. & KANG M. [2023]. Influence of genomic variations on glanders 
serodiagnostic antigens using integrative genomic and transcriptomic approaches. 
Front. Vet. Sci., 10, 1217135. doi: 10.3389/fvets.2023.1217135.) 

In Section B.3.3. ‘Immunoblot assays’ add the following new paragraph “A procedurally 
similar chemiluminescent immunoblot assay that performs comparably to the validated 
colorimetric assay was developed and offers benefits of decreased time-to-result and 
greater ease of interpretation (Grause et al., 2024).” (GRAUSE J.F., ELSCHNER M.C., 
LEDESMA N.A. & MURPHY G. [2024]. Development and validation of a chemiluminescent 
western blot assay for glanders [Burkholderia mallei] serodetection. J. Vet. Diagn. 
Invest., 36, 283–286. PMC10929638.) 

3.8.3. ‘Contagious agalactia’ 

3.10.2. ‘Cysticercosis (including infection with Taenia solium)’ 

2. To request the Director General to publish the adopted texts in a revised edition in the on-line 
version of the Terrestrial Manual.  

______________ 

 
 
 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 22 May 2026  
in view of an entry into force on 23 May 2026) 

 



GS93_2026_RES-33_Tech_Reference Laboratories_En   1 
 

RESOLUTION No. 33 

Designation of WOAH Reference Laboratories  
for aquatic and terrestrial animal diseases  

CONSIDERING THAT 

1. The WOAH’s Basic Texts provide the Terms of Reference, designation criteria, and internal rules 
for WOAH Reference Laboratories, 

2. The Terms of Reference of the WOAH Biological Standards Commission and the Aquatic Animal 
Health Standards Commission include the responsibility to examine applications from Members 
relating to the creation of new WOAH Reference Laboratories with activities corresponding to the 
Commission’s scientific mandate and report its findings to the Director General, 

3. All WOAH Reference Laboratory applications are assessed using standardised criteria that 
include: the institution’s ability, capacity and readiness to provide services; the scientific and 
technical standing of the institution concerned at the national and international levels; the quality 
of its scientific and technical leadership including internationally recognised expertise; the 
institution’s prospective stability in terms of personnel, activity and funding; the technical 
relevance of the institution and its activities to WOAH’s programme priorities, 

4. Details of the applicant laboratories that have been assessed by the WOAH Biological Standards 
Commission or the Aquatic Animal Health Standards Commission are published in the reports of 
the meetings of the Commissions, 

5. All Reference Laboratory applications are endorsed by the WOAH Council, 

6. Proposals for a major change in a WOAH Reference Laboratory follow the same procedure, 

7. Article 4 of the Internal Rules for WOAH Reference Centres states that “Applications endorsed 
by the Council shall be presented to the Assembly for approval”, 

THE ASSEMBLY  

RESOLVES 

To designate the following new WOAH Reference Laboratories for aquatic and terrestrial animal 
diseases and add them to the list of WOAH Reference Laboratories (available on the WOAH web site):  

WOAH Reference Laboratory for trichinellosis 
Laboratory for Animal Health – ANSES (French Agency for Food, Environmental and 
Occupational Health & Safety) Maisons-Alfort, FRANCE 

WOAH Reference Laboratory for African swine fever  
Kodaira Research Station, National Institute of Animal Health, National Agriculture and Food 
Research Organisation (NARO), Tokyo, JAPAN 
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WOAH Reference Laboratory for infection with Aphanomyces astaci (crayfish plague) 
Norwegian Veterinary Institute, Ås, NORWAY 

WOAH Reference Laboratory for lumpy skin disease 
Veterinary Specialist Institute “Kraljevo”, SERBIA 

______________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 22 May 2026  
in view of an entry into force on 23 May 2026) 



GS93_2026_RES-34_Tech_Collaborating Centres_En   1 

 

RESOLUTION No. 34 

Designation of WOAH Collaborating Centres  

CONSIDERING THAT 

1. The WOAH’s Basic Texts provide the Terms of Reference, designation criteria, and internal rules 
for WOAH Collaborating Centres, 

2. The Terms of Reference of each of the four elected WOAH Specialist Commissions include the 
responsibility to examine applications from Members relating to the designation of new WOAH 
Collaborating Centres with activities corresponding to the Commission’s area of expertise, 

3. All WOAH Collaborating Centre applications are assessed by the appropriate WOAH Specialist 
Commission using standardised criteria that include: the institution’s ability, capacity and readiness 
to provide services; the scientific and technical standing of the institution concerned at the national 
and international levels; the quality of its scientific and technical leadership including internationally 
recognised expertise; the institution’s prospective stability in terms of personnel, activity and 
funding; and the technical and geographical relevance of the institution and its activities to WOAH’s 
programme priorities, 

4. Details of the applicant institutions that have been assessed by a Specialist Commission are 
published in the reports of the meetings of the Commission, 

5. All Collaborating Centre applications are assessed by the corresponding Regional Commission 
and endorsed by the WOAH Council, 

6. Proposals for a major change in a WOAH Collaborating Centre follow the same procedure, 

7. Article 4 of the Internal Rules for WOAH Reference Centres states that “Applications endorsed by 
the Council shall be presented to the Assembly for approval”, 

THE ASSEMBLY  

RESOLVES 

To designate the following new WOAH Collaborating Centres and add them to the list of WOAH 
Collaborating Centres (available on the WOAH web site):  

WOAH Collaborating Centre for Animal Welfare and Sustainable Livestock Systems 
A consortium formed by the Colombian corporation of agricultural research (AGROSAVIA), Bogotá, 
COLOMBIA and the current WOAH Collaborating Centre consortium hosted by the Faculty of 
Veterinary Medicine, University of the Republic of Uruguay, Montevideo, URUGUAY, Austral 
University of Chile, Faculty of Veterinary Sciences, Valdivia, CHILE and the Faculty of Veterinary 
Medicine, National Autonomous University of Mexico (FMVZ-UNAM), México D.F., MEXICO 

WOAH Collaborating Centre for Diagnosis and Control of Bacterial Animal Diseases and Antimicrobial 
Resistance in the African Region 

Animal Health Research Institute (AHRI), Giza, EGYPT 
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WOAH Collaborating Centre for Antimicrobial Resistance in Terrestrial Animals 
Animal and Plant Quarantine Agency, APQA (under the Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural 
Affairs, MAFRA), Gimcheon-si, Gyeongsangbuk-do, KOREA (REP. OF) 

WOAH Collaborating Centre for Animal Welfare 
National School of Veterinary Medicine of Sidi Thabet, TUNISA 

______________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 22 May 2026  
in view of an entry into force on 23 May 2026) 
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RESOLUTION No. 35 

Investing in Animal Health to Secure Everyone’s Future 

CONSIDERING THAT  

1. Animal health is fundamental to food security, public and environmental health, economic 
development, shared prosperity, biodiversity, and global health security;  

2. Poor animal health and welfare, including transboundary animal diseases, zoonoses and 
antimicrobial resistance (AMR), cause major economic losses, reduce productivity, disrupt trade, 
threaten livelihoods, and increase risks to human, animal and ecosystem health;  

3. The increasing frequency and complexity of threats driven by climate change, ecosystem 
degradation, biodiversity loss, which are compounded by population growth, increased global 
connectivity and trade (including illegal trade) requires more and sustainable investment in animal 
health systems;  

4. Sustainable and effective animal health systems are essential to prevent, detect and control animal 
health threats, including those with zoonotic and pandemic potential. Yet, many remain 
underfunded notwithstanding their strategic importance;  

5. WOAH Members recognise the animal health systems comprise both the governmental and non-
governmental organisations that implement animal health and welfare measures, thus recognising 
that they encompass functions ranging from pure private goods to national, regional and global 
public goods;  

6. Effective animal health systems rely on science-based, outcome-oriented and implementable 
standards, robust capacity and national regulatory frameworks and strengthened dialogue and 
collaboration among public and private actors to support investment, innovation, knowledge-
sharing, and equitable and timely access to animal health tools, including diagnostics and vaccines, 
particularly during crises;  

7. Current financing systems at the national level do not always adequately reflect the diversity of 
actors in animal health systems, contributing to the inefficient allocation of public resources, under-
provision of public goods, and insufficient mobilisation of private capital;  

8. The private sector, including animal health service providers, producer organisations, 
pharmaceutical and diagnostics companies, and emerging technology (AgTech) actors, play a key 
role in delivering services and can significantly contribute to investment and innovation where 
enabling conditions are in place;  

9. Actors in the private sector are willing to invest in animal health systems and to complement the 
efforts of national Veterinary Authorities. Such investment depends on mutual respect between 
public and private sector actors, and on Veterinary Authorities establishing clear definitions of 
responsibilities transparent governance, effective management of potential conflicts of interest, 
functional regulatory frameworks, and the consistent application of rules that support an enabling 
business environment; 

10. Gaps in quality data availability, limited transparency, economic analysis - including cost-benefit 
and return-on-investment assessments - and communication capacity constrain investment 
planning, prioritisation, and the ability to demonstrate return on investment in animal health; 
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11. WOAH plays a central role in developing international standards and guidelines, promoting 
transparency and data sharing, strengthening the capacities of WOAH Members, and providing a 
trusted forum for collaboration among Members, financing institutions, and industry to support 
coordinated investment, dialogue and implementation; 

12. The Political Declaration of the High-Level Meeting on Antimicrobial Resistance (79th United 
Nations General Assembly, September 2024) reaffirms United Nations Member States’ 
commitment to invest in and strengthen animal health systems;  

13. The 2026 Animal Health Forum, based on the Technical Item, and under the theme “Investment in 
animal health to Secure Everyone’s Future”, has confirmed the need for structured, innovative and 
sustainable financing approaches to strengthen Veterinary Services globally;  

THE ASSEMBLY RECOMMENDS THAT 

1. WOAH and its Members intensify high-level advocacy to position animal health as a strategic 
investment priority and to promote the necessary and sustainable financing at national, regional 
and international levels; 

2. Members sustainably invest in animal health systems to support equitable access to essential 
veterinary services and to build a robust animal health workforce, supported by the necessary 
infrastructure and innovation, including digital and data management. These systems should 
enable the application of appropriate management practices to support animal health and welfare 
outcomes, and promote the timely supply and responsible use of quality and affordable essential 
veterinary medicines, vaccines and diagnostics. 

3. Members apply a cascade approach to financing animal health, which includes optimising the use 
of private sector solutions where viable, addressing market and regulatory barriers, and 
strategically reserving public resources for core public goods recognising their essential role in 
national, regional and global health security; 

4. WOAH and its Members recognise that transboundary animal diseases, animal welfare, zoonoses 
and AMR are global public good challenges that require international cooperation, and increased 
and sustainable financing, including grants and concessional resources, and commit to engaging 
with investors, international financing institutions and development partners, while urging them to 
help curb their impact. 

5. WOAH and its Members convene regular dialogue among public and private stakeholders to 
facilitate coordination, knowledge-sharing and exchange of best practices on animal health 
financing, including Public Private Partnerships and innovative approaches, without prescribing 
specific models; 

6. WOAH and its Members develop relationships and engage in dialogue with Agricultural Technology 
(AgTechs) companies and the broader private sector to identify shared objectives and foster mutual 
understanding and encourage the sharing of relevant data with Veterinary Authorities. 

7. WOAH and its Members meaningfully involve the private sector in the development and alignment 
of international standards and guidelines to ensure that they are outcome- and science-based, 
while also taking into account the practical and operational considerations of industry 
implementation across the value chain.  
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8. WOAH works with partners to support WOAH Members by developing, identifying, sharing and 
training on practical tools, guidance, and analyses to build the capacities of national Veterinary 
Authorities to plan, regulate, reform and interact within a multi-actor animal health system. The key 
partners include, among others, the World Bank Group, International Fund for Agricultural 
Development, Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development, Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations, United Nations Environment Programme, World Health 
Organization, as well as WOAH Reference Centres; 

9. WOAH, with the support of the Reference Centre network and relevant partners, work in partnership 
with Members to support evidence-based decision-making, enabling Members to assess tools to 
support the cost-effectiveness of different disease prevention, control and investment options, and 
by providing replicable and comparable methodologies to quantify the burden and economic cost 
of animal diseases, as well as the return on investment in Veterinary Authorities and animal health 
systems; 

10. WOAH further develop and strengthen its network of Collaborating Centres on animal health 
economics, with a view to establishing regional expertise and support capacity in each region to 
assist Members in economic analysis, investment prioritisation, cost-effectiveness assessment, 
and evidence-based decision-making; 

11. WOAH review and evolve the standards, guidelines and tools related to the performance and 
capacity of Veterinary Services, including the WOAH Competency and Curriculum Guidelines for 
Graduating Veterinarians (Day 1 Graduates) and Veterinary Paraprofessionals, and the 
competencies for Continuing Education, to integrate competencies such as financial literacy, 
digitalisation and data management, advocacy and other relevant skills linked to robust animal 
health systems, while supporting Members in strengthening veterinary governance and 
establishing Veterinary Statutory Bodies;   

12. WOAH support its Members in strengthening digital and data systems for resilient animal health 
systems, and their integration with relevant regional and global systems, by providing guidance and 
tools to strengthen their capacity. Such systems should enhance disease surveillance, early 
detection, traceability, targeted prevention and response, foresight, evidence-based decision-
making, and investment confidence. 

______________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 22 May 2026  
in view of an entry into force on 23 May 2026) 
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