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Introduction 

1. The 93rd General Session of the World Assembly of Delegates1 of the World Organisation for Animal 
Health (WOAH) was held from 18 to 22 May 2026 at the CNIT Forest, La Défense, in Paris (France), 
and was chaired by Dr Susana Pombo (Portugal), President of the Assembly. 

2. 130 Members participated in the General Session. 

3. Observers from 2 non-member countries or territories and representatives of 42 international and 
regional organisations having an agreement with WOAH also attended the General Session. 

4. The Director General of WOAH, Dr Emmanuelle Soubeyran, participated in the sessions in a 
consultative capacity and served as Secretary General. 

5. The Presidents of the four WOAH Specialist Commissions and the Chairs of the Working Groups for 
Wildlife and for Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) and representatives of some ad hoc Groups also 
participated in the Plenary Sessions. 

6. Dr Romano Marabelli, Honorary President of WOAH and Dr Bernard Vallat, Honorary Director General 
of WOAH, participated in the General Session. 

7. 22 Guests of Honour (Ministers, Members of Government and senior representatives of multilateral 
institutions) also participated in the Opening Ceremony. 

8. A ministerial Roundtable was held on the margins of the 93rd General Session, bringing together 17 
Ministers (Bahrain, Botswana, Ivory Coast, United Arab Emirates, Spain, Eswatini, France, Georgia, 
Guinea, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Madagascar, Nigeria, Uganda, Peru, Soudan, and the Commissioner in 
charge of Health and animal Welfare of the European Commission). Participants exchanged views on 
the political dimension of investing in animal health and discussed the role of ministers in driving a whole-
of-government commitment, securing sustainable domestic financing, and promoting animal health and 
welfare as a strategic national and global priority. The roundtable concluded with the endorsement of a 
Ministerial Statement on Investing in Animal Health and Welfare by all participating Ministers. 

General Session Preparatory Activities 

9. The Council was regularly consulted and informed of the progress of the preparations for the General 
Session, a notable instance being during its meeting in March 2026. 

10. To maximise the time allocated for the General Session, ‘Pre-General Session Information Webinars’ 
on standards to be proposed for adoption were held for WOAH Members from 21 to 23 April , and virtual 
meetings of the Regional Commissions were held online from 5 to 7 May 2026. 

  

 

1 Hereafter ‘the Assembly’ 

https://www.woah.org/en/document/ministerial-statement-93rd-woah-general-session-paris-may-2026/
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Monday, 18 May 2026 

Meetings of the Regional Commissions 

11. Face-to-face meetings of the WOAH Regional Commissions took place at the CNIT, Paris, on 18 May 
2026. Participants included Members of each Regional Commission, representatives of international 
and regional organisations, and staff from WOAH regional offices and the Headquarters. Discussions 
focused on key regional and institutional priorities, including outcomes of Regional Conferences, the 
selection of technical items and strategic topics of regional interest, and updates on major regional 
initiatives and cooperation framework, as well as presentations on the proposed 8th Strategic Plan and 
the ongoing governance review process ahead of their consideration by the Assembly. The meetings 
also provided an opportunity for Members to exchange views on regional priorities, strengthen 
coordination within each region, and discuss matters related to the Organisation’s governance and 
future strategic directions. Closed sessions were held during the meetings of the Regional Commissions 
for Africa, the Americas, and Asia and the Pacific, enabling Delegates to discuss candidatures for the 
partial elections scheduled on Wednesday, 20 May 2026. 

Opening Session 

12. Dr Gloria Nassali Tamale and Dr Rosa Loedel, both from WOAH’s World Animal Health Information 
Department (WAHID), served as hosts for the Opening Ceremony. 

13. Following the opening video, the Masters of Ceremony extended a warm welcome to all participants 
highlighting the new venue of the event at La Défense in Paris. 

14. The Masters of Ceremony then invited Dr Pombo, to deliver her opening remarks. 

15. The President of the Assembly extended a warm welcome to all participants. 

16. She highlighted that approximately 1,300 participants were attending the General Session, underscoring 
the increasing political and international attention being devoted to animal health and welfare. The 
President extended a particular welcome to Ministers and high-level representatives, emphasising that 
their presence sent a powerful message about the continued relevance of cooperation, science and 
solidarity in an increasingly fragmented world. 

17. The President underlined that WOAH Members operated in an increasingly interconnected and rapidly 
evolving environment. Despite diverse realities, challenges and priorities, she stressed that all Members 
were united by a shared responsibility to protect animal health, strengthen Veterinary Services and 
contribute to safer and more resilient societies. 

18. In this context, she reaffirmed the central role of WOAH as a science-based and Member-driven 
organisation. She emphasised that the Organisation’s strength did not lie solely in its standards or 
institutional structures, but in its Members and their expertise, their commitment and willingness to work 
collectively. 

19. The President noted that the Assembly represented more than a formal gathering, it embodied the 
collective voice of Members, grounded in science, experience and international solidarity. She 
highlighted that the Assembly brought together a diversity of perspectives and realities, united by a 
shared determination to exchange knowledge and to develop common solutions. 

20. She further emphasised that the Assembly served as a key platform for the exchange of experiences, 
the strengthening of cooperation and the adoption of international standards and resolutions shaping 
the future of global animal health and animal welfare. 

21. Reaffirming that WOAH is a Member-driven organisation, the President stressed that its strength was 
rooted in the active participation and engagement of its Members and Delegates. She noted that as 
Members evolved, the Organisation itself must continue to adapt accordingly. 
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22. In this regard, she drew attention to the Governance Review Committee (GRC) and the 8th Strategic 
Plan, highlighting their importance for the Organisation’s future. She explained that these initiatives 
represented a key opportunity to modernise and strengthen WOAH, ensuring that it remained inclusive, 
agile, scientifically robust and fit for purpose. 

23. The President stated that the current global environment, characterised by uncertainty, fragmentation 
and misinformation, made the Organisation’s voice more important than ever. She emphasised that 
through cooperation grounded in trust, science and solidarity, Members could respond more effectively 
to emerging challenges. 

24. She reaffirmed that science remained at the core of WOAH’s mandate, noting that its international 
standards, Reference Centres, scientific expertise and surveillance systems formed the foundation for 
trust, transparency and collective action. 

25. The President expressed confidence that the Assembly would once again demonstrate the value of 
multilateral cooperation. She underlined that, during the General Session, Members would exchange 
experiences, adopt standards and resolutions, strengthen partnerships and continue shaping the future 
of global animal health and animal welfare. 

26. In closing, the President reminded participants that their work ultimately served to protect livelihoods, 
communities and future generations. She concluded by thanking all participants and wishing them a 
successful and productive General Session. 

27. The Master of Ceremony then invited Dr Emmanuelle Soubeyran, WOAH Director General, to deliver 
her opening remarks. 

28. The Director General welcomed participants to the 93rd General Session of the World Organisation for 
Animal Health, highlighting it as a key forum where Members and partners come together to shape the 
future of global animal health and welfare. She emphasised that the General Session provided a unique 
platform where science, policy and international cooperation converge to support stronger animal health 
systems worldwide. She further underlined that it was within this setting that Delegates adopt 
international standards, status and resolutions that guide collective action. 

29. Dr Soubeyran highlighted 2026 as a pivotal moment with rising global demand for animal protein and 
intensified expectations for sustainability, all requiring efficient, responsible and sustainable production 
systems. 

30. She stressed the increasingly complex risk environment with resurgence of major transboundary animal 
diseases in 2025 and 2026, like foot and mouth disease, as well as the emergence and 
spread of zoonotic diseases, from avian influenza to more recent concerns like hantavirus.  

31. She noted that biological threats remain persistent and that animal health could have significant 
consequences on food security, trade, public health, biodiversity and global security, making 
transparency and timely reporting more important than ever to ensure rapid response and maintain trust 
among Members.  

32. Referring to the State of the World’s Animal Health 2026 Report which highlights these evolving risks, 
the Director General underlined the urgent need for stronger prevention, preparedness and international 
solidarity as diseases do not respect borders. She noted that broader sources of instability including 
climate change, geopolitical tensions and economic uncertainty increase pressure on animal health 
systems advocating for stronger engagement and investment.  

33. Dr Soubeyran underlined the continued underinvestment in animal health, which receives as little as 
0.6% of global health spending. She noted that bringing Veterinary Services worldwide up to 
international standards would cost an estimated US$ 2.3 billion per year comparing it to a drop in relation 
to the cost of a single global health crisis, the cost of production losses due to animal disease or the 
value of the market of animal and animal products. 

  

https://doi.org/10.20506/woah.3742
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34. For this reason, the Director General confirmed that this year’s Forum was dedicated to ‘Investing in 
animal health to secure everyone’s future’. The objective would be to explore the economic and 
operational dimensions of investing in animal health, cost-sharing approaches, and tools to guide 
prioritisation with a clear goal: position animal health not as a cost, but as a smart strategic, high-return 
investment.  

35. Dr Soubeyran, commending their leadership and commitment, thanked the Ministers and the European 
Commissioner who gathered today for a Ministerial Roundtable and endorsed a political statement 
recognising animal health and welfare as a strategic priority.  

36. The Director General reiterated that challenges require collective action and rely more than ever on 
partnerships and collaboration between international and regional organisations, governments, scientific 
actors and partners through complementarity and shared expertise. She took this opportunity to recall 
the continued collaboration with the World Health Organization (WHO), the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and 
other organisations as well as the role of the private sector in building resilient value chains, investing 
and supporting innovation in a One Health approach.  

37. She underscored that this same spirit of collaboration was reflected in the way WOAH is shaping its 
future referring to the adoption of WOAH’s 8th Strategic Plan, which will keep the organisation 
scientifically robust, operationally effective and influential in an evolving world. 

38. Dr Soubeyran shared her conviction that developing global applicable standards, supporting Members 
and elevating animal health as strategic priority should remain at the centre of all efforts.  

39. She concluded by highlighting the need to invest in prevention, to strengthen cooperation and to 
recognise animal health as a strategic pillar of global resilience.  

40. She closed her address by thanking all participants for their continued commitment and expressed 
confidence in the results to be achieved together during the week and beyond. 

41. Following the Director General’s address, the Masters of Ceremony invited the following guests of 
honour to give their speeches: Princess Alia bint Al Hussein (Jordan – recorded video), Ms Julie Collins 
(Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry, Australia – recorded video), Mr Wael bin Nasser Al 
Mubarak (Minister of Municipalities Affairs and Agriculture, Bahrain), Ms Amna bint Abdullah Al Dahak 
Al Shamsi (Minister of Climate Change and Environment, United Arab Emirates), Mr Luis Planas 
Puchades (Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, Spain), Mr Mandla Tshawuka (Minister of 
Agriculture, Eswatini), Mr Félix Lamah (Minister of Livestock, Guinea), Mr Mustapha Zulfikar (Ministry of 
Agriculture, Guyana – recorded video), Mr Aidarbek Saparov (Minister of Agriculture, Kazakhstan), 
Mr Idi Mukhtar Maiha (Minister of Livestock Development, Nigeria), Mr Andrew Hoggard (Minister for 
Biosecurity and Food Safety and Associate Minister of Agriculture and for the Environment, New 
Zealand – recorded video), Ms Maud Faipoux (Director General for Food, France), Mr Olivér Várhelyi 
(European Union [EU] Commissioner for Health and Animal Welfare) and Mr Thanawat Tiensin (Food 
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations [FAO], Assistant Director-General, Chief 
Veterinarian, and Director of the Animal Production and Health Division). 

Animal Health Forum - Introduction 
Investing in Animal Health to Secure Everyone’s Future 

42. Dr Mariana Marrana, Programme Manager at WOAH’s Emergency Preparedness and Resilience 
Department, introduced the Animal Health Forum on Investing in Animal Health to Secure Everyone’s 
Future. Dr Marrana explained that the event provided a platform for dialogue between WOAH Delegates, 
subject matter experts and concerned stakeholders, highlighting why animal health was a strategic 
investment. The event also explored structured approaches to maximising available financing, including 
showcasing diversified funding models and practical examples for WOAH Members. The Forum 
featured two high-level panel discussions on Monday, 18 May, as well as five technical sessions and a 
keynote speech held on Tuesday, 19 May.  
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Presentation of the WOAH Honorary Awards 

43. The Masters of Ceremony first invited the Assembly to observe a moment of tribute in memory of 
Dr Caroline Planté and Dr Mario Latini. Dr Pierre Primot, Deputy Director for Europe, International Affairs 
and Integrated Risk Management at the French Directorate General for Food, and Dr Ugo Della Marta, 
Delegate of Italy, paid tribute to Dr Caroline Planté and Dr Mario Latini, respectively, honouring their 
intelligence, professionalism and integrity and expressing gratitude for their contribution to animal health 
and welfare. The General Assembly responded with a sustained round of applause in their honour.  

44. The Masters of Ceremony then reminded participants that, in accordance with the Basic Texts of WOAH, 
honorary awards could be bestowed upon members of the veterinary community for outstanding 
services to veterinary science and to WOAH. They then invited Dr Pombo, to introduce the recipients of 
the honorary awards.  

45. Dr Pombo announced that the people selected by the Council in 2026 to receive the awards were: Dr Ian 
Brown (United Kingdom) for the Gold Medal, while the Meritorious Awards were conferred upon 
Dr Ottorino Cosivi (Italy), Dr Junaidu Maina (Nigeria) and Dr Nick Nwankpa (Nigeria). 

46. Dr Pombo commended the awardees and recalled their major accomplishments and outstanding 
services to WOAH and the veterinary world. She presented them with their respective medals. The 
recipients thanked the President and the Assembly. 

47. Following the ceremony, the 93rd General Session of the Assembly was declared open. 
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Tuesday, 19 May 2026 

Technical Item and Animal Health Forum 
Investing in Animal Health to Secure Everyone’s Future 

An investment framework for Veterinary Services (93GS Tech-01) 

48. The Technical Item ‘Investing in Animal Health to Secure Everyone’s Future: An Investment Framework 
for Veterinary Services’, presented by Dr Franck Berthe (Senior Livestock Specialist, World Bank 
Group), provided an overview of the importance of animal health as a strategic investment, outlining its 
economic value, shared responsibility, and implications for sustainable financing. It detailed a range of 
financing options, including public funding, public–private partnerships, and blended finance; and 
proposed a structured framework to help Veterinary Services maximise and align funding sources to 
strengthen animal health systems.  

49. Dr Marrana closed the Animal Health Forum by thanking the Rapporteur of the Technical Item and all 
the expert panellists for their contributions. She noted the strong engagement from WOAH Members 
and partners. 

50. Dr Marrana informed the Assembly that a summary report of the Forum, including key messages from 
each session, would be available on the WOAH website. The Delegates of Australia, France, Kenya, 
New Zealand, Oman, and Uruguay as well as representatives of the World Bank Group, were invited to 
join the Rapporteur and the Animal Health Forum Secretariat in developing a draft Resolution for 
consideration and adoption by the Assembly. Draft Resolution No. 35 was adopted by the Assembly on 
Friday, 22 May 2026 with no objections and no abstentions. The text appears as Resolution No. 35 at 
the end of this report.  

51. All sessions were recorded and are available for public viewing online, allowing a wider audience to 
benefit from the insights and exchanges shared during the event. The online recordings can be 
accessed here. 

 

  

https://www.woah.org/en/document/gs93_2026_wd_tech-01_technical-item/
https://www.woah.org/
https://www.woah.org/en/event/93rd-general-session-of-the-world-assembly-of-delegates/#ui-id-2
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Wednesday, 20 May 2026 

First Plenary Session 

Adoption of the Provisional Programme of the General Session 
(93GS Adm-01) 

52. The President asked whether the Members had any comments on the provisional programme.  

53. The Assembly adopted the programme for the General Session. 

Nomination of the Sub-Commission for the Agenda of the 93rd General Session 

54. The President informed that the Council had nominated Dr Fajer Al Salloom (Delegate of Bahrain) and 
Dr Mary Van Andel (Delegate of New Zealand) for the Sub-Commission for the Agenda. 

Nomination of the Credentials Committee 

55. Considering that some resolutions were proposed for electronic adoption before the General Session, 
the Council had previously appointed Dr Masatsugu Okita (Delegate of Japan) and Dr Wilmer José 
Juárez (Delegate of Nicaragua), members of the Council, to prepare the list of Delegates accredited by 
their governments to participate in the debates and to vote during the elections, based on the WOAH 
Members that were up to date with their contributions.  

56. In accordance with the decisions of the Council, the Credentials Committee communicated to the 
President the list of Delegates who, due to being in arrears of statutory contributions to WOAH, were 
ineligible to take part in the elections as well as ineligible to receive the Delegates’ per diem for their 
participation in the current General Session. 

57. Dr Okita and Dr Juarez also served as auditors of the Council and scrutineers for the partial elections. 

Director General’s Report on 2025 WOAH Activities 
(93GS Adm-02 and 93GS Adm-03) 

58. The Director General presented WOAH’s activities in 2025, noting that the Organisation had continued 
to deliver on its mandate while preparing for the next strategic cycle. She thanked Members and 
resource partners for their continued support in the Organisation as well as staff. Guided by the priorities 
of the 7th Strategic Plan, WOAH focused on scientific expertise, data governance, responding to 
Members’ needs, collaboration, and agility and efficiency. In the context of evolving global animal health 
challenges, she referenced WOAH’s role in supporting Members and facilitating cooperation. 
Throughout the year, activities had combined operational delivery with preparing for the next strategic 
cycle.  

59. The Director General noted that data and information remained central to evidence-based decision-
making. In 2025, WOAH further developed its data collection and analytical functions. A total of 
804 immediate notifications and 5,873 follow-up reports were processed, representing an increase of 
47% compared to the previous year. Interoperability between WAHIS and the EU’s ADIS platform was 
finalised, with the objective of improving efficiency and reducing reporting burden on Members. These 
developments supported transparency, decision-making processes, and coordination among Members 
and partners. Analytical outputs included 32 disease situation reports, covering priority diseases such 
as ASF, HPAI and wildlife diseases. Member feedback gathered through a survey in 2025 indicated 
generally positive perceptions of WOAH data. 

https://www.woah.org/en/document/93gs-adm-01-provisional-programme/
https://www.woah.org/en/document/gs93_2026_wd_adm-02_dg-activities-report/
https://www.woah.org/en/document/93gs-adm-03-director-generals-report-on-2025-woah-management-activities-and-administrative-work/
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60. The Director General also referred to progress in standard-setting and status recognition activities. In 
2025, 97 chapters were circulated for Member consultation to maintain the relevance and scientific basis 
of standards.  She noted that the work of implementing the Resolution on vaccines adopted the previous 
year had continued, including activities to facilitate dialogue between public and private stakeholders. 
Work on official animal health status recognition also progressed, with 23 new applications evaluated 
and 391 annual reconfirmations submitted by Members. Accessibility of WOAH standards was 
supported through the introduction of a digital navigation tool. Additional guidelines were published, 
including on avian influenza in smallholder systems and disease transmission risks at the wildlife–
livestock interface. The Second Observatory Monitoring Report provided an important analysis of the 
implementation of WOAH standards. 

61. Capacity-building activities had remained an important component of WOAH’s work throughout the year. 
In 2025, 50 PVS Pathway activities were conducted, alongside continued training through e-learning 
modules, workshops, and technical support. As of 31 December, 100 laboratory twinning projects had 
been completed overall, and 17 others were underway. 56 e-modules are available. New initiatives in 
veterinary education were also introduced. Member feedback indicated overall satisfaction with WOAH’s 
support. 

62. At the global level, collaboration with partners continued, including within the network of WOAH 
Collaborating Centres and Reference Laboratories. It was noted that further attention may be needed 
to ensure balanced regional coverage. Work on transboundary animal diseases, undertaken with FAO 
under the GF-TADs2 framework, addressed priority diseases, including ASF, FMD, PPR and avian 
influenza. Engagement within the One Health framework also continued, including contributions within 
the Quadripartite and in global discussions. Activities included work on vector-borne diseases, support 
to rabies strategies, and vaccine donations. Progress was also reported on AMR and on the integration 
of animal health into broader global agendas. The Director General also referred to the many activities 
(webinars, workshops, and others) that WOAH delivered for the benefit of Members and national Focal 
Points in all regions, and underlined the need to implement indicators to be able to track these activities 
moving forward.  

63. Communication and advocacy activities were further developed in 2025. WOAH expanded its digital 
presence and introduced publications such as The Animal Echo and the State of the World’s Animal 
Health 2025 Report, contributing to information-sharing and outreach to decision-makers. 

64. The Director General also reported on internal developments in preparation for the next strategic cycle, 
including governance, stakeholder engagement, internal restructuring, and modernising internal 
processes. Engagement with ministers and stakeholders continued, and participation in international 
fora increased. Internal efforts included system modernisation, cybersecurity, and operational processes 
aimed at supporting performance.  

65. The Director General also highlighted the work undertaken in 2025 to develop the 8th Strategic Plan, 
based on consultations with Members, partners, and staff, with the objective of providing a framework 
for action for the period 2027–2031, including the Governance Review Committee. 

66. The Director General concluded her presentation by describing 2025 as a year combining ongoing 
implementation with preparatory activities for the next strategic cycle.  

67. Following the presentation, the President opened the floor for comments and questions.  

68. Bolivia, speaking on behalf of the Americas region, thanked the Director General and recognised 
WOAH’s activities on standards, information, and Veterinary Service capacity building. He underlined 
the transition towards the 8th Strategic Plan and welcomed the participatory approach to its 

development. He also commended the work of the PVS3 programme in Bolivia.  

69. The United Kingdom thanked the President and the Director General, recognising the vast amount of 
work and outcome of what WOAH had delivered in 2025, with a limited budget.  

 

2  GF-TADs: Global Framework for the Progressive Control of Transboundary Animal Diseases 
3  PVS: Performance of Veterinary Services 

https://www.woah.org/en/document/surveillance-of-high-pathogenicity-avian-influenza-for-smallholder-poultry-systems-in-resource-limited-settings/
https://www.woah.org/en/document/mitigating-disease-transmission-risk-at-the-wildlife-livestock-interface-to-facilitate-safe-trade/
https://www.woah.org/en/document/mitigating-disease-transmission-risk-at-the-wildlife-livestock-interface-to-facilitate-safe-trade/
https://www.woah.org/en/document/the-second-observatory-monitoring-full-report/
https://theanimalecho.woah.org/en/
https://www.woah.org/en/document/the-state-of-the-worlds-animal-health-2025/
https://www.woah.org/en/document/the-state-of-the-worlds-animal-health-2025/
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70. Benin thanked the Director General and her teams for the quality and quantity of activities delivered by 

WOAH in 2025. Benin cited the PVS and P3V4 project and online modules, as well as advocacy support. 
Benin highlighted that the global One Health approach could serve as a model for others. 

71. The Assembly noted the report of the Director General. 

72. The Director General thanked Members for their comments and underlined that WOAH would continue 
to work on developing e-modules, translating them into different languages, and labelling existing 
modules developed outside of WOAH.  

73. The President thanked Members and the Director General and submitted Draft Resolutions Nos. 1 and 
2 for adoption.  

Adoption of Draft Resolution No. 1  

Director General’s Report on 2025 WOAH Activities  

74. The President submitted Draft Resolution No. 1 for adoption. The Resolution was adopted unanimously. 
The text appears as Resolution No. 1 at the end of this report. 

Adoption of Draft Resolution No. 2  

Director General’s Report on 2025 WOAH Management, Activities and Administrative Work 

75. The President submitted Draft Resolution No. 2 for adoption. The Resolution was adopted unanimously. 
The text appears as Resolution No. 2 at the end of this report.  

Presentation and adoption of the 8th Strategic Plan 
(93GS Adm-04) 

76. The Director General presented the 8th Strategic Plan (the Plan) for adoption, describing it as part of 
the Organisation’s strategic planning process in a changing global context. She explained that the 
Strategy had been developed through contributions from Members, partners and staff, and reflected a 
focus on animal health systems and their role within broader global challenges. 

77. The context for the Plan was outlined as being increasingly complex, with risks including emerging and 
re-emerging infectious diseases, AMR, pressures on food systems, climate-related factors, and 
geopolitical developments. These issues were noted as being interconnected, particularly at the 
interface between animals, humans, and the environment. The role of animal health systems in 
addressing these challenges was highlighted, alongside differences in capacity among Members. The 
Plan was presented as a framework to support more consistent and measurable outcomes. 

78. The development process involved consultations over an extended period with Members, stakeholders 
and staff. The Council’s approval of the Plan and its vision in March 2026 was noted. The Director 
General thanked the Council Members for their endorsement.  

79. The Director General stated that the Plan included the following vision “a world with strong animal health 
systems, recognised as critical to tackling global challenges and ensuring a better future for all”, and the 
mission “to improve animal health and welfare by developing global standards, strengthening animal 
health systems, and positioning animal health as central to tackling global challenges.” 

80. The Director General then outlined three strategic orientations: 

– Develop global standards, adaptable and applicable to all; 
– Empower Members to build robust animal health and welfare systems and strengthen veterinary 

public health; 

 

4  P3V: Professionalising Veterinary Paraprofessionals 

https://www.woah.org/en/document/93gs-adm-04-woah-eighth-strategic-plan-for-the-period-2027-2031/
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– Position animal health as central to tackling global challenges. 

81. The four enablers are “Governance and partnerships for scientific robustness and sustainability,” 
“Leadership in animal health data, “People at the heart of WOAH” and “Performance and accountability.” 

82. The Director General then explained how WOAH would translate words into action in implementing the 
Plan. Implementation would be supported by a structured framework, including the development of 
global and regional roadmaps, indicators and monitoring mechanisms at global and regional levels. 
These would guide activities and support reporting to Members. 

83. The Director General also outlined the costing approach of the Plan. She indicated that the Plan built 
on existing activities while introducing new priorities. Some elements were expected to be implemented 
within current resources, while others would require additional funding. The current estimate was that, 
to implement the Plan, WOAH would need to maintain same levels of income as in 2025, without 
increasing the statutory contribution thresholds beyond the application of resolution No. 15 of 24 May 
2018, as well as an additional € 25 million over five years. Resource mobilisation efforts would aim to 
maintain alignment with strategic priorities. 

84. The Director General stated that the Plan would be integrated into WOAH’s annual planning and 
reporting processes, linking resource allocation, implementation, and monitoring. Progress would be 
reported regularly to Members. 

85. In conclusion, the Plan was presented as a framework for guiding WOAH’s work in the coming years. 
Its adoption was described as establishing a shared basis for future activities. 

86. The President opened the floor for questions and comments, stating that the Plan represented an 
important outcome of consultations.  

87. Senegal thanked the President and the Director General, and saluted the participative and consultative 
approach. Senegal also underlined the relevance of the Plan for the current global challenges, and 
strongly encouraged WOAH to implement it, stating that Senegal was favourable to its adoption.  

88. Chile thanked the Director General for the presentation. On behalf of the Americas region, Chile 
expressed support for the 8th Strategic Plan, commending the participative process and dialogue, 
stating that the Plan would encourage Delegates to take further steps.  

89. Australia, on behalf of the Quads Alliance (Australia, Canada, New Zealand, the United Kingdom and 
the United States of America) commended WOAH on the development of the 8th Strategic Plan and 
acknowledged the consultative process. The Quads Alliance supported the adoption and welcomed the 
articulation of 8th Strategic Plan priorities, underlining the importance of focusing on developing science-
based standards and transparency, essential for animal health, safe trade, public health. The Quads 
Alliance looked forward to working with WOAH, the Director General and all Members for effective 
implementation.  

90. Sudan thanked the Director General and expressed particular appreciation for the approach to 
implementation, the vision, missions, values, and goals, which would allow it to be implemented and 
executed.  

91. Azerbaijan also thanked the Director General for the comprehensive presentation, recognising the 
extensive dialogue that had led us to this point in time. He recognised that the Plan integrated today’s 
global challenges (climate change, spread of diseases, and others) and encouraged all Members to 
implement the Plan.  

92. Sweden thanked the Director General, staff, and Council for all the work behind the development of the 
Strategic Plan, and noted with appreciation its structure, transparency, effectiveness, and relevance. 
Sweden expressed confidence in its implementation and appreciation for the approach to costing, while 
stating that, due to budget restrictions, Sweden would not be in a position to increase statutory 
contributions.  
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93. Guatemala thanked the Director General for the 8th Strategic Plan and commended WOAH for doing 
so much with limited budgets. Guatemala referred to the continued investment by Members in the 
Organisation as a recognition of the work it delivered.  

94. Kenya congratulated the Director General for all the work done to engage Members to develop the 8th 
Strategic Plan, and expressed appreciation for the fact that it marked a deliberate transition to the future 
of global animal health governance. Kenya expressed appreciation for the approach to costing, 
monitoring, and implementation (through the roadmaps), which would provide clear milestones, to be 
achieved in the coming cycle.  

95. India congratulated the Director General for the insightful presentation and reiterated India’s 
commitment to animal health and expressed support for the 8th Strategic Plan.  

96. The Director General thanked the Members for their words of encouragement.  

Adoption of Draft Resolution No. 3  

WOAH 8th Strategic Plan for the Period 2027-2031 

97. The President submitted Draft Resolution No. 3 for adoption. The Resolution was adopted unanimously. 
The text appears as Resolution No. 3 at the end of this report. 

98. The Director General closed the session by outlining next steps relating to the 8th Strategic Plan. The 
Plan would be published, indicators and priority initiatives finalised, and the development of roadmaps, 
including at regional level, would be launched. She stated that she was looking forward to working with 
Members to implement the Plan. 

Animal Health Situation Worldwide 
(93GS Tech-02) 

99. Dr Pombo introduced Dr Jenny Hutchison, Head of the World Animal Health Information Department 
(WAHID). 

100. The ‘Animal Health Situation Worldwide’, presented by Dr Hutchison, focused on two main areas: the 
global animal health situation in 2025 for important diseases and the value of WAHIS information, 
including achievements made in 2025. Dr Hutchison provided an overview of key global animal health 
signals in 2025, namely foot and mouth disease (FMD), peste des petits ruminants (PPR), and sheep 
pox and goat pox. She highlighted the risk posed by the unexpected expansion of FMD serotype SAT 1 
and emphasised the importance of timely and detailed reporting in WAHIS to enable a global response. 
She also gave a summary of the 2025 global situation reports for African swine fever (ASF), infection 
with high pathogenicity avian influenza (HPAI), diseases in wildlife and diseases in aquatic animals. Dr 
Hutchison celebrated having achieved the interconnection between the European Union (EU) Animal 
Disease Information System (ADIS) and WAHIS for 44 Members and thanked the European 
Commission (EC) for its continuing support and contribution. Dr Hutchison informed Members on 
progress made in the reporting of terrestrial and aquatic animal diseases in the Asia and the Pacific 

region through agreements with, respectively, ASEAN5 Member States and NACA6, and their benefit in 
improving situational awareness in the region. Dr Hutchison thanked the Delegates, Focal Points, 
experts and partner organisations for their continuing contributions to WOAH. 

  

 

5  ASEAN: Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
6  NACA: Network of Aquaculture Centres in Asia-Pacific 

https://www.woah.org/en/document/gs93_2026_wd_tech-02_animal_health_situation/
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101. Gabon highlighted the efforts made to keep Members informed via WAHIS and requested more regular 
training for Focal Points. Further information was required on possible interconnection with the Animal 
Resources Information System (ARIS). Dr Hutchison reminded Members of the training events in Africa 
in September 2025. Additionally, support is being consistently provided to focal points via WAHIS 
Support, including 1-to-1 sessions. Face-to-face training events require high human and financial 
resources, and further investment is needed to maintain this. WOAH is collaborating with the African 
Union InterAfrican Bureau for Animal Resources (AU-IBAR) and FAO in regular meetings to explore 
opportunities for interconnection between systems. 

102. France, on behalf of the 27 Member States of the EU, thanked WOAH and Dr Hutchison for the work 
done to promote global transparency for the animal health situation. The EU further condemned the 
‘unprovoked Russian aggression’ against Ukraine, resulting in an increased animal health risk in Ukraine 
and beyond’. 

103. The EU highlighted the successful efforts of Germany, Slovakia and Hungary to regain the official foot 
and mouth disease-free status following the eradication of the disease in 2025. This was possible thanks 
to a rapid application of regionalisation measures, strict biosecurity, extensive surveillance activities and, 
in Slovakia and Hungary, also thanks to emergency suppressive vaccination as part of the eradication 
strategy. The EU wishes to underline the critical role played by the different EU vaccine banks, which 
were activated in 2025 to support emergency vaccination activities in Member States and contributed 
to the rapid control and eradication of both FMD and lumpy skin disease (LSD). 

104. EU vaccine banks are also available for certain other priority animal diseases, to be used as needed by 
Member States and neighbouring countries.  

105. As regards lumpy skin disease, the EU stresses the success of the eradication strategies, laid down in 
the EU legislation, put in place by the countries where outbreaks have been declared. These strategies 
have helped to control the spread of the disease.  

106. Looking at diseases such as HPAI and ASF, the EU considers that the significant number of notifications 
originating from Europe demonstrates the existence of effective surveillance, early detection and 
reporting systems implemented in a systematic manner.  

107. The EU highlighted the need for other regions to strengthen surveillance capacity to ensure timely and 
transparent reporting. 

108. Mexico, on behalf of the 33 Members of the Americas region, commended the excellent work by WOAH 
and WAHID. The recent events of New World screwworm (NWSW) affecting the South and Central 
American countries have seriously impacted the livestock industry. This represents an important 
epidemiological change and underpins the need for continuous surveillance and control. 

109. Guatemala highlighted the importance of timely notification and encouraged Members of the region to 
transparently report to WOAH.  

110. Germany, on behalf of the 27 Member States of the EU, highlighted the success of the interconnection 
between ADIS and WAHIS which is now fully operational. They thanked all 44 participating countries 
and territories for their collaboration. Interconnection speeds up reporting, improves the data quality and 
benefits decision-making. 

111. This achievement reflects the long-standing collaboration and coordination between the EU and WOAH, 
reflects the excellent relationship between both support teams, and communicated their willingness to 
share their experience regarding interconnection with other regions 

112. Chile remarked on the need for swift verification and publication of WAHIS reports because of the impact 
that the delays might have on trade.  

113. Nepal mentioned that some countries are underreporting and requested clarification on how to improve 
this. Dr Hutchison reassured that WOAH follows up on delayed reporting but cannot force Members to 
report. Dr Arroyo added that at regional level, Members can influence behaviour by celebrating who is 
reporting and supporting Members who have problems with reporting. 
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114. South Africa raised concerns that the current SAT 1 FMD virus is behaving differently than the historic 
SAT 1 events and encouraged WOAH Reference Laboratories to conduct studies on these emerging 
strains as they represent a global threat.  

115. Kenya thanked WOAH for the support provided regarding the simulation exercise on high pathogenicity 
avian influenza viruses (HPAI) as it improved the preparedness of the country. He added that Kenya 
remains committed to improving surveillance, outbreak response and further collaboration on animal 
and public health. 

116. Nigeria thanked WOAH for their support, in particular with the Performance of Veterinary Services (PVS) 
mission and for the timely communication between WOAH and the focal points. In the context of One 
Health, further support is needed for wildlife and aquatic animal health surveillance. Nigeria wishes to 
explore interconnection between WAHIS and their national animal health information system.  

117. Paraguay requested other Members affected by FMD SAT 1 to share the necessary information on the 
threat and experience in the control of FMD and expressed concerns on the promptness of reports. 

118. Benin mentioned that institutional systems do not always allow transparent and timely reporting 
specifically on aquatic and wildlife diseases. They reiterated that interconnection between regional 
systems and WAHIS is important to get information in real time.  

119. A member of the delegation of China (People’s Rep. of) requested investing in mechanisms to access 
the WAHIS dataset. Dr Arroyo suggested exploring this topic further in a bilateral meeting.  

120. Argentina highlighted the importance of timely publication of self-declarations of disease freedom, 
particularly for the recovery of freedom from HPAI in poultry. Delayed publication may have a negative 
impact on trade.  

121. Uganda appreciated the work done by WOAH on antimicrobial resistance and the support for PVS. They 
mentioned the need to prioritise the control of tse-tse flies and trypanosomiasis. Dr Arroyo informed the 
Delegate that WOAH and FAO recently updated a policy brief on trypanosomiasis. 

122. Mozambique highlighted the support received from WOAH on rabies and they expressed concern on 
the low level of reporting of aquatic animal diseases. They added that strengthening aquatic animal 
health is important considering the role of aquatic animals in food security. They commended the 
initiatives by WOAH in interconnection of systems to reduce the reporting burden.  

123. Dr Susana Pombo, President of the WOAH Council, thanked Members for their contributions and 
constructive discussions. 

124. Dr Hutchison thanked Members for their comments and reminded them that this is a collaborative effort 
to improve the quantity and quality of data reported. 

125. Dr Emmanuelle Soubeyran thanked the WOAH teams and acknowledged to Members the need for 
training, advocacy, transparency and interoperability. 

First Administrative Session 

Report of the WOAH Governance Review Committee 
(93GS Adm-05) 

126. Dr Botlhe Michael Modisane, Delegate of South Africa and Chair of the Governance Review Committee 
(GRC or Committee), presented the Committee’s work and recommendations to the Assembly, as 
reflected in Draft Resolution No. 4 (2026) and the Report of the WOAH Governance Review Committee. 

  

https://www.woah.org/en/document/93gs-adm-05-report-of-the-world-organisation-for-animal-health-governance-review-committee/
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127. He recalled that the GRC had been established under Resolution No. 12 (2024) to review WOAH’s 
governance structures and legal texts to ensure that the Organisation served its Members effectively 
and efficiently. The current phase of the Committee’s work focused on identifying potential governance 
reforms, building on the recommendations in J. Llobera Serra and E. Szabó’s Analysis and evaluation 
of the institutional, technical, and financial governance of the World Organisation for Animal Health 
(2024) (91GS/Adm-13) and supported by regular regional consultations (‘Phase 1’). 

128. Dr Modisane reported on the Committee’s progress in relation to the Assembly’s requests to the GRC 
in Resolution No. 5 (2025). The GRC recommended a set of measures to enhance financial 
transparency, to be implemented by the Secretariat, including a public dashboard on Members’ financial 
contributions and arrears, enhanced budgetary reporting, and structured discussions on financial 
matters in the Regional Commissions and their Bureaus. Dr Modisane also noted that the GRC had 
conducted a detailed review of the appointment procedures for members of the Specialist Commissions 
and had tasked the Secretariat with documenting all WOAH’s technical decision-making processes 
comprehensively, with further deliverables expected in 2027. 

129. Dr Modisane then presented the GRC’s seven recommendations to the Assembly for the 93rd General 
Session covering financial, institutional, and regional governance, which were accompanied by 
implementation plans outlining timelines, costs, and potential efficiencies. On financial governance, the 
recommendations included operational and institutional measures to enhance financial transparency 
and update WOAH’s legal texts with the aim of clarifying and strengthening the sanctions framework for 
Members in arrears and improving fairness and providing clearer incentives for timely payment. He 
further explained that the GRC recommended initiating a structured consultation and analytical process 
on revising WOAH’s statutory contribution model. This envisaged direct Member consultations and 
detailed impact assessments by the Secretariat to support Members’ assessment of the budgetary and 
policy implications of alternative contribution models, including consulting with ministries or other 
relevant authorities as required. This process was intended as an initial step towards transitioning to a 
more objective, formula-based system, subject to approval by the Assembly in future years, with 
potential implementation from 2030 onwards. 

130. On institutional and regional governance, the GRC recommended allowing delegation members to 
speak and vote during Assembly sessions, with the Delegate’s authorisation, to provide Delegates with 
greater flexibility. It also proposed modernising the functions of the Regional Commissions and revising 
the composition of their Bureaus to strengthen regional ownership and coordination in WOAH’s 
governance. In addition, the GRC recommended replacing the Past President position on the Council 
with an elected member, so that each position on the Council would be directly elected by the Assembly. 
Finally, the GRC proposed introducing a risk-based framework for the approval of cooperation 
agreements to improve efficiency, under which the Director General and the Council would be granted 
authority to approve pre-defined categories of cooperation agreements, while maintaining appropriate 
oversight by the Assembly. 

131. In presenting Draft Resolution No. 4 (2026), Dr Modisane explained that the Assembly was invited to 
approve the GRC’s seven recommendations and their implementation plans and to initiate an analysis 
and consultation process on potential changes to WOAH’s statutory contribution model. He also 
highlighted that Resolution No. 4 reflected the fact that continued Member engagement, including 
through regional consultations and Member-level discussions, would be essential throughout the 
governance review process. 

132. Dr Modisane further explained that the GRC had proposed extending, until May 2027, the first phase of 
its work, dedicated to developing policy recommendations on WOAH’s governance to the Assembly. 
This would allow the GRC to complete its review of WOAH’s governance arrangements, including 
continued consultations with Members through the Regional Commissions, before making proposals on 
their implementation, including amendments to WOAH’s Basic Texts. 

He concluded by highlighting that the GRC’s work was an important strategic enabler of WOAH’s 
8th Strategic Plan, ensuring that WOAH’s governance framework remained effective, transparent and 
sustainable in support of WOAH’s mission to improve animal health and welfare globally. 

133. Austria, speaking on behalf of the Regional Commission of Europe, thanked the GRC members for their 
work and welcomed the Report of the WOAH Governance Review Committee. He supported the 
measures provided in Sections II and III of the Report covering the GRC’s recommendations in response 

https://www.woah.org/en/document/analysis-and-evaluation-of-the-institutional-technical-and-financial-governance-of-woah/
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to Resolution No. 5 (2025) and its further recommendations on revisions to WOAH’s governance 
structures. The extension of Phase 1, which will enable the GRC to submit a final package of 
recommendations on priority governance topics at the 94th General Session (2027), was also 
supported. He emphasised the importance of strengthening the Organisation’s essential functioning to 
enable it to respond effectively to rapidly changing circumstances in the future. In this regard, prioritising 
work on clarifying the Council’s future executive functions and its linkages to the regions, and to update 
WOAH’s funding model so that it is transparent, modern and sustainable was emphasised. It was 
observed that such work would provide a sound basis for improving the scientific basis of WOAH 
technical standards in the future. He also encouraged all Members to actively engage in the work of the 
GRC, and thanked Dr Modisane and wished success to the incoming Chairperson Dr Christodoulos 
Pipis (Delegate of Cyprus) and the incoming Vice-Chairperson Dr Beth Cookson (Delegate of Australia).  

134. Bahamas requested that the representative of the Caribbean Agricultural Health and Food Safety 
Agency (CAHFSA) deliver an intervention on behalf of the WOAH Members of the Caribbean 
Community (CARICOM). 

135. Dr Nneka Hull James, Animal Health Specialist at the CAHFSA, commended the work of the GRC, 
noting that it reflected WOAH’s ambition to continuous evolution in a changing global environment. She 
expressed support for a review of WOAH’s funding model to ensure that assessed contributions take 
into account the economic capacity of its Members and better recognise the realities of small island 
States. The importance of equitable participation of all WOAH Members in the Organisation’s work was 
also underlined. It was highlighted that the CAHFSA had been entrusted with a mandate by CARICOM’s 
Council for Trade and Economic Development to facilitate the process for all CARICOM Members to 
become WOAH Members, specifically Antigua and Barbuda, Dominica, Grenada, and Saint Kitts and 
Nevis. She stressed that full participation of the CARICOM in WOAH was important to address regional 
animal health needs, safe trade and effective implementation of WOAH standards. She thanked the 
Secretariat for its support in the Caribbean region.  

136. Argentina recalled that the Assembly had established the Governance Review Committee in 2024 to 
introduce reforms to meet the future needs of WOAH. It was noted that Delegates from the Regional 
Commission for the Americas had followed the Committee’s work closely and appreciated the 
contributions of the Americas GRC members from Canada, Chile and Guatemala. He concluded by 
commending the ongoing efforts of WOAH and all Delegates to consolidate a modern and efficient 
governance framework capable of addressing present and future challenges. 

137. Congo (Dem. Rep. of the) noted that the work of the GRC had prompted further reflection and 
underscored that reaching consensus on key governance issues required considerable time and effort. 
The value of regional consultations was acknowledged, while expressing concern about the pace of the 
work and suggesting that efforts should be accelerated. Two aspects of particular importance were 
highlighted: the need to strengthen governance structures to enhance quality and representativeness 
and WOAH’s financial governance, noting budgetary constraints faced by the African region. It was 
suggested that the introduction of a compulsory minimum contribution could be considered in the context 
of reviewing the Organisation’s statutory contribution system. 

138. Oman, speaking on behalf of the Members of the WOAH Regional Commission for the Middle East, 
thanked the GRC members for the important work and the constructive and inclusive approach 
throughout the process. The extension of Phase 1 of the governance review process was welcomed. It 
was noted that the reform process represented an important opportunity to enhance the Organisation’s 
effectiveness, responsiveness and transparency in addressing animal health challenges and their global 
management. She further emphasised the importance of equitable regional representation within WOAH 
governance structures, strengthening the Council including its regional and sub-regional engagement, 
and maintaining fairness and diligence in the payment of statutory contributions. Ensuring that all 
Members can actively participate in the Organisation’s work and decision-making processes, regardless 
of their capacity, was also underlined. She expressed appreciation to the GRC Chairperson and 
members for their commitment, encouraged all Members to remain actively involved in the GRC’s work 
and reaffirmed the Middle East region’s commitment to contributing constructively to the process. 

139. The United States of America, speaking on behalf of the Animal Health Quads Alliance (Australia, 
Canada, New Zealand, the United Kingdom and the United States of America), expressed strong 
support for the GRC’s work in strengthening WOAH’s governance in order to best support its Members 
in advancing global animal health. He acknowledged the substantial efforts undertaken by the GRC, 
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welcomed the extension of Phase 1, and supported further involvement of WOAH Regional and Sub-
regional Representations to share information on the GRC and solicit feedback from the broader 
Membership. All Members were encouraged to engage actively through their regional GRC 
representatives. He also noted that, going forward, prioritising impactful and strategically important 
governance reforms for WOAH and its Members would be important. 

140. Chile highlighted the importance of ensuring that all Members are involved in the Organisation’s work. 
He stressed the importance of understanding why some Members were currently not participating in 
WOAH’s work and finding ways to solicit their opinion, noting that inability to pay contributions should 
not prevent them from taking part. He thanked Dr Modisane and congratulated the incoming Chairperson 
and Vice-Chairperson. 

Adoption of Draft Resolution No. 4 

Recommendations and Updates to the Work Programme Timelines of the WOAH Governance Review Committee 

141. The President submitted Draft Resolution No. 4 for adoption. The Resolution was adopted unanimously. 
The text appears under Resolution No. 4 at the end of this report.  

142. Dr François Caya, WOAH Deputy Director General ‘Institutional Affairs and Governance’, took note of 
calls from several Members for more focused discussions in the continuation of the governance review 
process, in particular with regard to the Organisation’s main governing bodies and financing. He 
encouraged all WOAH Members to contribute actively to the work of the GRC and emphasised that the 
Secretariat stands alongside Members in this important collective endeavour.  

2025 Financial Report 
(93GS Fin-01) 

143. Ms Marie Alizon, Director of Administration, reminded Delegates that the financial reports had been 
made available on the WOAH website 60 days before the General Session.  

144. She warmly thanked Members and resource partners for their continued support for and investment in 
the Organisation. Ms Alizon divulged the results of the voting on the resolution that had been proposed 
for adoption before the General Session. One hundred and eight (108) Members had voted (93 being 
the minimum required).  

RESO TYPE TITLE YES NO ABS RESULT 

No. 11 FIN 
93GS Res-11: Acknowledgement of the contributions of 
Members and Partners through voluntary funding, support 
for WOAH meetings, and the provision of personnel 

106 1 1 ADOPTED 

145. The text appears under Resolution No. 11 at the end of this report. 

146. Ms Alizon presented an aggregated overview of financial performance for the 99th Financial Year 
(2025), in terms of income and expenses, for the Regular Budget, the World Animal Health and Welfare 
Fund (World Fund) and the Regional and Sub-Regional Representations. She placed emphasis on the 
interdependency of the different budgets, the preponderance of the World Fund in the consolidated 
budget of the Organisation and the heavy reliance of the Regional and Sub-Regional Representations 
on this source of funding. She also highlighted the key World Fund indicators, which reflected the 
constant support of donors. She indicated that the rate of recovery of contributions in 2025 was 84% 
and emphasised the action plan being implemented by the Organisation to reduce contribution arrears. 

147. The 2025 budget of the Regular Budget was in balance, with an implementation rate of 97% and a 
positive balance of € 218,050. She informed the Assembly that the Council had approved the allocation 
of € 218,000 to the Reserve Fund. 

148. The President gave the floor to the Delegates for spontaneous comments. 

149. No comments were received on 93GS Fin-01. 

https://www.woah.org/en/document/93gs-fin-012025-financial-report/
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150. The Director General reaffirmed the commitment she had made regarding the recovery of statutory 
contributions in all regions. She emphasised that this was a long-term task aimed at progressively 
reducing contribution arrears in collaboration with the authorities and ambassadors of WOAH Members. 
She indicated that at the start of 2026, WOAH had 10 fewer Members in arrears and four Members had 
recovered their right to vote, in comparison with the previous year. She indicated that the efforts being 
undertaken would continue. 

Auditors of the Council Report 
(93GS Fin-02) 

151. Dr Wilmer José Juarez (Nicaragua), on behalf of the Auditors of the Council (also comprised of 
Dr Masatsugu Okita [Japan]), confirmed the proper management of the WOAH accounts, while 
emphasising the fragility of some Regional and Sub-Regional Representations. He encouraged 
Members to move to a higher contribution category or make an extraordinary category contribution to 
support the Organisation’s activities.  

152. The Assembly noted the report of the Auditors of the Council. 

External Auditor Report 
(93GS Fin-03) 

153. The External Auditor appointed by the Assembly, Mr Didier Selles, presented his report and 
recommendations. He placed particular emphasis on the revision of WOAH’s mode of funding within the 
framework of the work of the Governance Review Committee, which should ensure more sustainable 
funding for the Organisation. The Assembly noted the report of the External Auditor and his 
recommendations.  

154. The President gave the floor to the Delegates for comments. 

155. Paraguay thanked and congratulated the Director General and WOAH’s financial team on their work. 
He emphasised that WOAH was managing to implement numerous activities despite limited financial 
resources. He drew attention to the delays in payment of statutory contributions, which penalised the 
Organisation in the implementation of its missions. He highlighted the example of his own country, which 
contributed in category 1 despite a difficult economic context. He encouraged Delegates to raise 
awareness among their national authorities of the importance of increasing their contributions, to allow 
WOAH to address future challenges in an uncertain environment. 

156. Nigeria expressed his pride in WOAH, which he considered a highly regarded organisation founded on 
innovation and transparency. He acknowledged that his country was in arrears with its contributions and 
emphasised that it was the duty of all Members to support the Organisation financially. Participating in 
the General Session for the first time, he commended the progress achieved in terms of funding and 
hoped that in future the number of Members in arrears would decrease. He also highlighted the essential 
role played by WOAH in the world and considered that the Organisation merited greater support. Lastly, 
he thanked the President and the Director General for their work. 

157. Kenya commended the work carried out by WOAH’s financial team and the prudent and rigorous 
approach adopted in the financial management of the Organisation. He emphasised that the report 
highlighted a misalignment between the extent of the activities carried out by WOAH and the available 
financial resources. He considered that the global challenges facing the Organisation required greater 
financial support from Members to enable WOAH to respond effectively to global emergencies.  

158. The Director General and the President warmly thanked Mr Didier Selles for his 12 years of dedicated 
service as the External Auditor of WOAH. 

159. The President certified that the quorum had been reached, with 105 Delegates present in the room (93 
being the minimum required) for the adoption of Draft Resolutions Nos. 12 and 16. 

https://www.woah.org/en/document/93gs-fin-02-auditors-of-the-council-report/
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Adoption of Draft Resolution No. 12 

Approval of the 2025 Financial Report (1 January to 31 December 2025) 

160. The President submitted Draft Resolution No. 12 for adoption. The Resolution was adopted 
unanimously. The text appears under Resolution No. 12 at the end of this report. 

Adoption of Draft Resolution No. 16 

Appointment of the External Auditor 

161. The President proposed to the Assembly to grant the Cour des Comptes (French Court of auditors) the 
mandate of External Auditor of WOAH Accounts to audit the 2026 financial statements. 

162. The President submitted Draft Resolution No. 16 for adoption. The Resolution was adopted 
unanimously. The text appears under Resolution No. 16 at the end of this report. 

163. On behalf of Ms Amélie Montchalin, First President of the Cour des Comptes of France, Ms Natacha 
Rimbon presented the Cour des Comptes and thanked the Assembly for its trust. 

Adjustments to the 2026 Budgeted Work Programme 
(93GS Fin-04) 

164. Ms Alizon presented the main points that had led to adjustments to the 2026 Budgetted Work 
Programme. She presented an aggregated overview of income and budgeted expenses for the Regular 
Budget, the World Fund and the Regional and Sub-Regional Representation budgets in 2026. She 
reminded the Assembly that only the Regular Budget was being submitted for adoption by the 
Delegates. 

165. The President gave the floor to the Delegates for comments. 

166. Nocomments were received on 93GS Fin-04.  

167. The President certified that the quorum had been reached, as 105 Delegates were present in the room 
(93 being the minimum required) for the adoption of Draft Resolution No. 13. 

Adoption of Draft Resolution No. 13 

Approval of the 2026 Adjusted Regular Budget (1 January to 31 December 2026) 

168. The President submitted Draft Resolution No. 13 for adoption. The Resolution was adopted 
unanimously. The text appears under Resolution No. 13 at the end of this report. 

2027 Budgeted Work Programme, Income Estimates and Related Contribution Scale 
(93GS Fin-05) 

169. Ms Alizon presented the Proposed 2027 Contributions Scale to the Assembly, corresponding to the 
OECD7 4FTotal Consumer Price Index (CPI) of 4.1%, in application of Resolution No. 15 of 24 May 2018, 
and an increase in the minimum amount relating to Category B, given that the annual increase in the 
categories of statutory contributions had led to this amount being exceeded. 

170. She emphasised that the statutory and extraordinary contributions constituted the principal source of 
funding for the Regular Budget. She then presented an aggregated overview of budgeted income and 
expenses for the Regular Budget, the World Fund, and the Regional and Sub-Regional Representation 
budgets for 2027. She reminded the Assembly that only the Regular Budget was being submitted for 
adoption by Delegates and provided them with the Regular Budget 2027 Budget Estimates. 

 

7  OECD: Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 

https://www.woah.org/en/document/93gs-fin-04-adjustments-to-the-2026-budgeted-work-programme/
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171. The President gave the floor to the Delegates for comments. 

172. No comments were received on 93GS Fin-05.  

173. The President certified that the quorum had been reached, with 105 Delegates present in the room (93 
being the minimum required) for the adoption of Draft Resolutions Nos. 14 and 15. 

Adoption of Draft Resolution No. 14 

WOAH Budgetary Income and Expenses for the 101st Financial Year and associated Work Programme  

(1 January to 31 December 2027) 

174. The President submitted Draft Resolution No. 14 for adoption. The Resolution was adopted (104 votes 
in favour, 0 votes against and 1 abstention). The text appears under Resolution No. 14 at the end of this 
report. 

Adoption of Draft Resolution No. 15 

Member statutory contributions to WOAH for the 2027 Financial Year 

175. The President submitted Draft Resolution No. 15 for adoption. The Resolution was adopted (103 votes 
in favour, 0 votes against and 2 abstentions). The text appears under Resolution No. 15 at the end of 
this report.  

Proposal for the Amendment of the Provisions in Chapter VI, 

Article 60.2-c of the Staff Regulations  

(93GS Fin-06) 

176. Ms Alizon presented the reasons that had led WOAH to propose this amendment of the provisions in 
Chapter VI, Article 60.2-c of the Staff Regulations. 

177. The President gave the floor to the Delegates for comments. 

178. In response to the request for clarification by Congo (Dem. Rep. of the), Ms Alizon stated that the 
amendment would not lead to any change for the staff of the Organisation. The change was a technical 
adjustment to the coverage of compensation for staff on sick leave. Extension of the insurance cover to 
staff in the regions was currently under study. Details of the application of these measures would be 
shared at the next General Session. 

179. France commended the work carried out, especially for staff in the regions. 

180. The President certified that the quorum had been reached, with 95 Delegates present in the room (93 
being the minimum required) for the adoption of Draft Resolution No. 17. 

Adoption of Draft Resolution No. 17 

Amendment of the Provisions in Chapter VI, Article 60.2-c of the Staff Regulations  

181. The President submitted Draft Resolution No. 17 for adoption. The Resolution was adopted 
unanimously. The text appears under Resolution No. 17 at the end of this report.  

Formal Recognition of the Mediterranean Animal Health Network (REMESA) 

182. Dr François Caya, presented Draft Resolution No. 5 (2026). 

183. He explained to the Assembly that this topic had already been presented to the Regional Commissions 
for Africa, the Middle East, and Europe. 

184. He presented an overview of the process leading to formalising the recognition of the REMESA, and to 
establishing a more sustainable and sounder legal framework, which would enhance its attractiveness 

https://www.woah.org/en/document/93gs-fin-06-proposal-for-the-amendment-of-the-provisions-in-chapter-vi-article-60-2-c-of-the-staff-regulations/
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to donors and partners. He recalled that the REMESA had been established in 2009 to strengthen 
cooperation on the prevention and control of transboundary animal diseases and zoonoses in the 
Mediterranean region and that it currently brought together 15 WOAH Members, supported by several 
technical subnetworks. 

185. Dr Caya explained that an external legal assessment had been conducted to review the legal framework 
supporting REMESA’s activities, targeting initially the financing arrangements through the World Fund. 
In the context of this assessment, the legal consultant examined the entire REMESA framework. The 
assessment concluded that, while the cooperation framework signed in 2012 had enabled effective 
collaboration and allowed the REMESA to operate well, it lacked legal value and formal legal recognition 
by WOAH and FAO. The assessment therefore recommended formalising the recognition of the 
REMESA and selecting the most appropriate legal instruments available to both organisations to ensure 
a sustainable and strengthened legal framework.  

186. He further noted that the matter had been reviewed by the Council at its March 2026 meeting and by 
the REMESA Joint Permanent Committee (JPC) in April. Both governing bodies recognised the need to 
strengthen the legal framework of the REMESA and supported its formal recognition by WOAH through 
a resolution to be presented to the Assembly. The JPC also supported the development of 
complementary legal arrangements between WOAH and FAO, while preserving the current structure 
and functioning of the network.  

187. Dr Caya indicated that the draft Resolution had already been shared with the members of the JPC and 
endorsed by the WOAH Council at its May 2026 meeting. 

188. Dr Caya concluded by highlighting that WOAH had had a fruitful discussion with FAO, with a view to 
formal recognition of the REMESA on its part.  

Adoption of Draft Resolution No. 5 

Formal Recognition of the Mediterranean Animal Health Network (REMESA) 

189. The President submitted Draft Resolution No. 5 for adoption. The Resolution was adopted unanimously. 
The text appears under Resolution No. 5 at the end of this report.  

Memorandums of Understanding 
(93GS Adm-06, 93GS Adm-07, 93GS Adm-08 and 93GS Adm-09) 

190. Dr François Caya, informed the Assembly that, as of 1 April 2026, a new department, the Institutional 
Affairs and Partnerships Department, had been created, notably to improve the coordination, follow-up 
and development of cooperation agreements. He noted that an internal taskforce would be reactivated 
to further strengthen the efficiency and transversality of this work. 

191. As was the case for several technical resolutions, WOAH Delegates were invited to adopt some 
administrative resolutions using a remote voting system. 

192. Dr Caya provided some background information on the proposed agreements with the Global Alliance 
for Livestock Veterinary Medicines (GALVmed), the International Meat Secretariat (IMS), the World 
Bank Group (WBG), all of which were existing partners, and the Wildlife Disease Association (WDA), a 
new partner. He divulged the results of the voting on the resolutions that had been proposed for adoption 
before the General Session. The quorum of 93 was reached.  

RESO TITLE YES NO ABS RESULTS 

No. 6 
93 GS/Res-06: Memorandum of Understanding between the World Organisation 
for Animal Health (WOAH) and the Global Alliance for Livestock Veterinary 
Medicines (GALVmed) 

110 0 0 ADOPTED 

No. 7 
93 GS/Res-07: Memorandum of Understanding between the World Organisation 
for Animal Health (WOAH) and the International Meat Secretariat (IMS) 

106 1 1 ADOPTED 

No. 8 93 GS/Res-08: Memorandum of Understanding between the World Organisation 106 0 2 ADOPTED 

https://www.woah.org/en/document/93-gs-adm-06-mou-between-woah-and-galvmed/
https://www.woah.org/en/document/93-gs-adm-07-mou-ims/
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RESO TITLE YES NO ABS RESULTS 

for Animal Health (WOAH) and the World Bank Group (WBG) 

No. 9 
93 GS/Res-09: Memorandum of Understanding between the World Organisation 
for Animal Health (WOAH) and the Wildlife Disease Association (WDA) 

107 0 1 ADOPTED 

193. The text appears under Resolutions Nos 6 to 9 at the end of this report. 

Activities of the Council 
(93GS Adm-10) 

194. The President reported on the activities of the Council between May 2025 and May 2026. Key activities 
included welcoming the Governance Review Committee’s (GRC) report, containing seven 
recommendations on governance reform, and endorsing its updated work programme, as well as 
overseeing the finalisation and endorsement of the 8th Strategic Plan (2027–2031) for adoption by the 
Assembly. The Council also approved the 2025 financial accounts and the 2027 budgeted work 
programme, including an increase to the minimum contribution for extraordinary contribution category 
B, reaffirming financial sustainability as a central priority. She further noted that the Council had 
confirmed the voting modalities for the partial elections to be held at the 93rd General Session. 

195. The President noted that Council members had remained active in their respective regions through 
Regional Core Group meetings and participation in Regional Commission Conferences, bringing 
regional perspectives to inform the Council’s work. She concluded that the Council’s activities over the 
past year had focused on advancing governance reform, strengthening the Organisation’s financial 
foundations, and preparing a forward-looking strategic framework for the upcoming years.  

196. The Director General thanked the Council for the solid and engaging working relationship that she 
enjoyed with all Council members and highlighted the presence of the President in the three regional 
conferences in 2025.  

197. The Assembly adopted the report on the activities of the Council as presented. 

Update on the Regional Representation for Africa 

198. The Director General provided a comprehensive update on the situation of the Regional Representation 
for Africa in Bamako, Mali. 

199. The Director General informed the Assembly that, following a thorough assessment based on real-time 
security information from a specialised provider, the Council had taken an informed decision at its March 
meeting to close the office. She had personally met with the Embassy of Mali in France to announce 
this decision and emphasise that this decision was not of a political nature and was based solely on 
security grounds. The decision reflected the Organisation’s duty of care towards its staff and its 
responsibility to ensure that regional offices were able to operate safely and effectively. She further 
reaffirmed that the closure of the Regional Representation would not undermine WOAH’s commitment 
to the region of Africa, and that the Organisation would continue to carry out its work through alternative 
arrangements.  

200. She underlined that the Regional Commission for Africa and the Regional Core Group had been 
informed of this decision, and this matter had also been covered during the Regional Commission 
meetings held on the sidelines of the General Session.  

201. The Director General explained that, as a result of the Council’s decision, a formal letter of termination 
of the host country agreement with the government of Mali had been sent.  

202. She recalled that, prior to initially consulting the Council in October 2025, in light of the highly unstable 
security situation in Mali, WOAH had already been implementing for many months a series of actions to 
ensure the safety of all its staff. These actions to ensure the safety of its staff and the continuity of its 
operations in Mali included: writing to the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Mali to request urgent support; 
closely monitoring the security situation with the support of an external provider; implementing full 

https://www.woah.org/en/document/gs93-adm-10-council-activities/
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teleworking arrangements for staff; and generally adapting working modalities to maintain operations in 
Mali under acceptable security conditions. She emphasised that these efforts reflected WOAH’s 
commitment to maintaining its presence in Mali and continuing to serve Members in the region for as 
long as possible.  

203. The Director General expressed her sincere gratitude to Dr Karim Tounkara for his dedication as 
Regional Representative and for accompanying the Organisation in the current transition period through 
different contractual arrangements. She reassured technical and financial partners of WOAH’s 
continued commitment to the region and confirmed that the Organisation was actively exploring the most 
appropriate modalities to ensure a sustainable and secure presence in Western and Central Africa, and 
that Members would be kept informed of developments in this regard.  

204. She underlined that the Council’s decision in no way called into question the excellent work carried out 
by the Regional Representation for Africa and its staff, nor the remarkable cooperation with Mali over 
the years. She expressed the Organisation's deep gratitude to Mali for having hosted the Regional 
Representation for more than two decades, and for its longstanding support to WOAH's mission in 
Africa, noting that Mali remains a respected Member of the Organisation.  

205. Congo (Dem. Rep. of the) thanked WOAH for its decision and noted that the Regional Commission was 
actively reflecting on how to ensure a continued presence in the region. He urged the Organisation to 
identify without delay a replacement for Dr Tounkara as Regional Representative. The Director General 
responded by reiterating that Dr Tounkara would serve the Organisation in the transition period through 
appropriate contractual arrangements and that some of his former responsibilities had been allocated 
to WOAH’s Regional and Sub-Regional Representatives.  

206. Nigeria congratulated WOAH for the decisive way it had handled this situation, emphasising that staff 
safety must always be the priority. He supported the decision of the Organisation to place on standby 
the recruitment process to replace Dr Tounkara until the location of the future WOAH regional office had 
been determined. 

Second Administrative Session 

Partial Elections 

Members of the Bureaus of Regional Commissions and a member of the Council 

Reserved for Delegates or alternate Delegates 

207. The President of the Assembly drew attention to the need for partial elections to fill vacancies on some 
Regional Commission Bureaus. 

208. Only Delegates of Members, as validated by the Credentials Committee, were eligible to adopt 
resolutions and vote in partial elections. The elections would be conducted by show of hands in 
accordance with WOAH’s legal texts. 

209. The elections would be overseen by an independent legal expert, Mr Nicola Bonucci, the former Director 
for Legal Affairs of the OECD and current Chair at the European Space Agency Advisory Board.  

210. Before the start of the session, the President confirmed that the quorum had been reached (93 required) 
and that the votes could take place. 
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Election of the President, two Vice-Presidents, and the Secretary General  
of the Regional Commission for the Americas 

211. The President presented the composition of the Bureau of the Regional Commission for the Americas 

and explained that the current vacant position to be filled was the President of the Bureau. However, 

the President of the Assembly informed the Assembly of the proposal of the Regional Commission for 

the Americas to reorganise the composition of the Bureau. Following the reorganisation of the 

composition, one of the current Vice-Presidents would become President, the other Vice-President 

would remain at his position, and the current Secretary General would become Vice-President, resulting 

in a new vacant position of Secretary General to be filled. As a result of these elections, the Assembly 

noted the following changes to the composition of the Bureau of the Regional Commission for the 

Americas: 

President: 

Vice-President: 

Vice-President: 

Secretary General:  

Dr Rafael Enrique Rodriguez Alvarado (Honduras) 

Dr Carlos Orellana Vaquero (Chile) 

Dr Roxanna Alvarez (Belize) 

Dr Alan Huddleston (United States of America) 

 

212. The Assembly noted that Dr Alan Huddleston was a new member on the Bureau of the Regional 
Commission for the Americas.  

Election of the two Vice-Presidents of the Regional Commission for 
Asia and the Pacific 

213. The President informed the Assembly of the proposal of the Regional Commission for Asia and the 

Pacific to fill the vacant positions of the Vice-Presidents. As a result of these elections, the Assembly 

noted the following changes to the composition of the Bureau of the Regional Commission for Asia and 

the Pacific: 

Vice-President:  

Vice-President:  

Dr Naresh Pal Gangwar (India) 

Dr Chang Siow Foong (Singapore) 

 

214. As a result of these elections, the Assembly noted the following changes to the composition of the 

Bureau of the Regional Commission for Asia and the Pacific: 

Regional Commission for Asia and the Pacific 

President:  Dr Baoxu Huang (China [People’s Rep. of]) 

Vice-President:  Dr Naresh Pal Gangwar (India) 

Vice-President:  Dr Chang Siow Foong (Singapore) 

Secretary General:  Dr Beth Cookson (Australia) 

 

215. The above elected positions were for a one-year period until the elections for the next three-year 
mandate of the Bureaus of the Regional Commissions, to be held in May 2027. 
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Election of a Member of the Council 

Adoption of Draft Resolution No. 10 

Procedure Applicable by Derogation to the Election of a Council Member during the 93rd General Session 

216. The President submitted Draft Resolution No. 10 for adoption. The Resolution was adopted 
unanimously. The text appears as Resolution No. 10 at the end of this report. 

217. Through the adoption of Resolution No. 10, the Assembly agreed to derogate from Article 53 of the 
General Rules and conduct the election of a vacant Member position on the Council by a show of hands 
rather than by secret ballot. 

218. In accordance with the General Rules, the President checked the number of participants. As the number 
of participants present in the room exceeded the quorum of 93, voting could take place. 

219. Following consultations during the meetings of the Regional Commission for Africa, the President asked 
the Assembly to present their candidates for this election. 

220. For the Africa region, the following candidate, supported by Eswatini and Kenya, was elected 
unanimously as a Member of the Council: 

– Dr Relebohile Lepheana (Lesotho) 

221. The above elected position was for a one-year period until the elections for the next three-year mandate 
of the Council, to be held in May 2027. 
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Thursday, 21 May 2026 

Second Plenary Session 

Activities of the Working Groups 

Working Group on Wildlife 
(93GS Tech-03) 

222. Dr William Karesh, Chair of the Working Group on Wildlife, presented an overview of the activities of the 
Working Group since the previous General Session and the outcomes of its meetings held from 22 to 
25 April 2025 and from 10 to 14 November 2025. 

223. Dr Karesh presented an overview of the Group’s collaboration with Specialist Commissions, including 
the Code Terrestrial and Aquatic Animals Commission and the Biological Standards Commission. He 
stated that the Working Group had provided detailed comments on several chapters of the Terrestrial 
Code, such as animal health surveillance, Japanese encephalitis, tularemia, lumpy skin disease, and 
peste des petits ruminants. Furthermore, the Group requested the inclusion of wild mammals in the high 
pathogenicity avian influenza (HPAI) chapter and sought to clarify the placement of marine mammals 
within the standards, while continuing to monitor projected work for future Terrestrial Code revision. 

224. Dr Karesh highlighted the Working Group’s extensive collaboration with international partners to address 
global wildlife health risks. He noted that the Working Group was currently involved in work on the 
second edition of the IUCN-WOAH Guidelines for Wildlife Disease Risk Analysis and had coordinated 
statements, in some cases jointly with other international partners on HPAI, and a factsheet to alert to 
and take action on the use of anti-inflammatory drugs in livestock and its impact on vulture populations. 
He also informed Delegates of a new Memorandum of Understanding signed with the Wildlife Disease 
Association (WDA), which links WOAH to over 1,300 wildlife health experts worldwide, and highlighted 
ongoing engagement with CITES through the organisation of future regional webinars. 

225. Regarding the WOAH Wildlife Health Framework, the Working Group continued its strategic advisory 
role and also reviewed the 2026–2030 Wildlife Health Strategy. Dr Karesh indicated that this new 
strategy was closely aligned with WOAH’s 8th Strategic Plan and would be officially launched during 
this General Session with a side event on 22 May 2026. Additionally, the Working Group had reviewed 
a five-year action plan to ensure systematic implementation of the Wildlife Health Strategy's objectives 
across the organisation. 

226. The Working Group emphasised the importance of robust veterinary legislation to manage disease 
emergence in wildlife populations. After reviewing consultant reports, the Working Group had identified 
that free-ranging aquatic animals faced significant regulatory neglect, as their health was often managed 
under environmental laws not designed for disease control. Consequently, the Working Group 
supported updating the Terrestrial Code chapter on legislation and advocated for the development of a 
new legislation chapter specifically for the Aquatic Code. 

227. Dr Karesh updated the Delegates on the activities of WOAH networks, including the Collaborating 
Centre Network on Wildlife Health (WildNet) and the Network of Wildlife Focal Points. He mentioned 
that the Working Group had identified a critical need for additional Collaborating Centres in South and 
Central America, North and Western Africa, and the Middle East to close existing regional gaps. He also 
noted that a new round of training seminars for National Focal Points was scheduled to begin in 2026. 

228. The Working Group issued a briefing on reducing the use of lead ammunition, alerting Delegates to the 
thousands of metric tons of lead contaminating the environment annually. Dr Karesh pointed out the 
documented toxic effects on wildlife and the detected lead levels in human consumers and food crops. 
He highlighted that 132 countries and the EU had already signed a resolution to ban lead hunting 
ammunition within three years. He also highlighted the recent released WOAH statement on the toxicity 
of lead ammunition. 
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229. A major focus of the year was the emergence of rabies in marine mammals, with cases confirmed in 
Cape fur seals in South Africa and Namibia. Dr Karesh stated that the virus had been genetically typed 
to a jackal strain and noted that at least 135 people had been bitten by suspected rabid seals. He noted 
that the Working Group was currently developing specialised guidelines to help field investigators 
distinguish rabies from HPAI or harmful algal blooms and supported initial injectable vaccination trials 
in seal populations. 

230. The Working Group continued to monitor the global spread of HPAI, which had now impacted over 500 
bird species and 120 mammal species. Dr Karesh highlighted a record-high number of detections in wild 
birds for the 2025–2026 season and reported the first case of HPAI in a Cape fur seal in May 2026. In 
response, the Working Group was now updating WOAH guidelines for field responders and providing 
new considerations for the emergency vaccination of wild birds in specific high-risk situations. 

231. Dr Karesh shared ‘Breaking News’ regarding new surveillance tools and environmental warnings, 
including an early warning for El Niño (El Niño Southern Oscillation [ENSO]) effects on wild populations. 
He also announced the launch of ‘WildEpi’, a secure, real-time digital platform managed by WOAH to 
capture non-official information on non-listed wildlife diseases. He explained that this system aimed to 
improve the quality of data collection, reporting, and analysis for wildlife health globally. Finally, he also 
alerted the Members to recent outbreaks of zoonotic infections affecting humans with Ebola and 
hantavirus infections. 

232. Composition of the 2026 Working Group on Wildlife: 

− Dr William B. Karesh (Chair) 

− Dr Marcela Uhart (Argentina) 

− Dr Francis Gakuya (Kenya) 

− Prof. Dolores Gavier-Widén (Sweden) 

− Dr Rupert Woods (Australia) 

− Dr Mwanza Songe (Zambia) 

− Dr Jonathan Sleeman (United States of America) 

− Dr Anna Wong (Singapore) 

233. Dr Karesh thanked the members of the Working Group for their contributions. 

234. The President of the Assembly congratulated Dr Karesh on his excellent presentation and opened the 
floor for discussion. 

235. Australia congratulated Dr Karesh for his excellent presentation, for the extensive work of the Working 
Group on Wildlife , and for the successful implementation of the Wildlife Health Framework, emphasising 
the continued importance of wild animal health, global animal health and pandemic prevention. Australia 
welcomed and supported the next phase, especially the focus on risk analysis and preparedness. 

236. Senegal thanked Dr Karesh for his excellent presentation and WOAH for the development of the new 
strategy on wildlife health and for the continuous advocacy for the One Health approach. He highlighted 
the importance of the work on veterinary legislation and encouraged WOAH to pursue the training of the 
National Focal Points for Wildlife (NFPW) to improve notification process. 

237. Paraguay congratulated the WGW for their work and recognised the relevance of the information 
presented, particularly in the context of recent pandemic years. They asked for Dr Karesh’s perspective 
on influenza and future pandemic risks, based on what we experienced and learned from COVID-19. 

238. Dr Karesh thanked Australia and the work that they are doing on wildlife health. He expressed 
appreciation for the comments, noting the significant progress achieved by the WGW in recent years, 
and acknowledged Australia’s important role in supporting wildlife health management, and helping 
open discussions on new strategies. 

  



Final Report of the 93rd General Session – Paris, May 2026 32 

239. Dr Karesh thanked Senegal and their comment on legislation which is very important to manage wildlife 
health. Dr Karesh pointed out that the NFPW training programme improvement had been a true team 
effort. He emphasised the growing influence of Focal Points and encouraged continued engagement 
and collaboration with WOAH teams and Collaborating Centres. Dr Karesh also urged Focal Points to 
be proactive and confident in their roles. 

240. Dr Karesh responded to Paraguay by highlighting that our understanding of influenza has improved, 
especially of how the virus works and has evolved. He also expressed support for vaccination efforts, 
particularly at family level, and noted the importance of education and public health measures. 

241. Finally, Dr Karesh acknowledged the challenges ahead, noting that while not all past damage can be 
reversed, there is still hope. He stressed the importance of working together to protect future generations 
and highlighted the need for continued collective action. 

242. Dr Soumaré, WOAH Deputy Director General for Global Frameworks and Capacity Building, highlighted 
the work of the WGW. He thanked Dr Karesh and the Wildlife Working Group for their scientific 
leadership at a critical time, emphasising the importance of their work for wildlife health, for WOAH and 
its Members, and for the broader goal of protecting the planet. 

243. The President also concluded with appreciation for the positive and thought-provoking message shared 
by Dr Karesh, along with best wishes for the continued work of the WGW. 

244. Dr Karesh thanked the Delegates, the President of the Assembly and the WOAH Director General. 

Working Group on Antimicrobial Resistance 
(93GS Tech-04) 

245. Dr Arshnee Moodley, Chair of the Working Group on AMR (the AMRWG), presented an overview of the 
AMRWG’s activities since the 92nd General Session. This included the outcomes of its quarterly 
meetings, which took place on 2 July 2025 (virtual); 30 September – 2 October 2025 (in person); 14 
January 2026 (virtual); 24–26 March 2026 (in person). 

246. Key activities of the AMRWG throughout this period included: 

− Assisting the Aquatic and Code Commissions in the revision of WOAH standards relating to AMR – 

AMRWG Members Dr Arshnee Moodley and Dr Carolee Carson are members of the ad hoc Group 

responsible for the revision of Chapter 6.8. of the Terrestrial Animal Health Code, which will be 

reviewed by the Terrestrial Code Commission during its September 2026 meeting. Ms Barbara 

Freischem is part of the ad hoc Group responsible for the revision of Chapter 6.2. of the Aquatic 

Animal Health Code, which was circulated for Member comments in February 2026. WOAH 

Members and the AMRWG have until 3 July 2026 to provide comments on the chapter. 

− Providing guidance to inform the upcoming revision of the WOAH List of Antimicrobial Agents of 

Veterinary Importance (the WOAH List) – the AMRWG was consulted, following WOAH’s global 

survey to Members and stakeholders in June 2025, on how to increase the visibility and the 

usefulness of the WOAH List and the species-specific Technical Reference Documents (TRDs). The 

AMRWG supported the proposed new categorisation criteria for the WOAH List (with some 

amendments) and recommended the development of new TRDs. 

− Providing guidance on the development of a VetAWaRe list – a veterinary equivalent of the World 

Health Organization’s Access, Watch and Reserve List of antimicrobials, to fulfil 

Commitment No. 7 from the 4th Global High-Level Ministerial Conference on AMR. The AMRWG 

recommended that a single ad hoc Group should be formed to develop the list and drafted the ad hoc 

Group’s Terms of Reference. 

− Advising on the development of TRUVET, WOAH’s new system for the monitoring of substandard 

and falsified veterinary products, which was formally launched on 18 May 2026. 

https://www.woah.org/en/document/gs93_2026_wd_tech-04_antimicrobial-resistance-working-group/
https://www.woah.org/en/document/report-amr-working-group-sept-oct-2025/
https://www.woah.org/en/document/report-working-group-amr-march-2026/
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/
https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2021/06/202501-en-woah-trd-list.pdf
https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2021/06/202501-en-woah-trd-list.pdf
https://www.woah.org/en/document/list-of-antimicrobial-agents-of-veterinary-importance/
https://www.woah.org/en/document/report-amr-working-group-sept-oct-2025/
https://amrconference2024.com/documents/16_11_THE_JEDDAH_COMMITMENTS.pdf
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-offer/quality-veterinary-products/fighting-substandard-falsified-veterinary-products/
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− Providing guidance on proposed changes to ANIMUSE 8 , focused on improving the quality of 

reporting and data visibility. This followed the decline of the overall number of ANIMUSE submissions 

and a global increase of antimicrobials use (AMU) in animals. The AMRWG strongly encouraged 

Members to create and publish their AMU surveillance reports to enable them to reduce their AMU, 

in line with Commitment No. 69 from the 2024 UNGA Political Declaration on AMR. 

− Providing feedback on the Terms of Reference and planned activities of a new ad hoc Group that 

was responsible for the update of WOAH’s list of priority animal diseases for which vaccines could 

significantly reduce antimicrobial use.  

− Providing recommended outputs for a third global WOAH AMR conference – the AMRWG 

recommended focusing on data and evidence, funding and sustainability, policy and governance, 

behaviour change and stewardship, innovation and collaboration.  

− Contributing to the update of the 2015 Global Action Plan on AMR (GAP-AMR), to ensure equitable 

representation of the animal, human, agrifood and environment sectors, using a One Health 

Approach. The AMRWG recommended that WOAH’s Director General present the updated GAP-

AMR 2026–2036 to the Assembly for adoption under Resolution No. 18. 

− Attending the ‘Acting Now, Investing Smart: Partner Together to Tackle AMR’ forum, organised by 

WOAH in collaboration with the OECD, to bring together partners to sustain and support action on 

AMR. The forum showcased successful initiatives by WOAH, the OECD, and partners, while 

underlining the links between AMR and global priorities, including climate change, economic 

resilience and pandemic preparedness. 

247. Composition of the 2025 Working Group on AMR: 

− Dr Arshnee Moodley (Kenya) (Chair) 

− Dr Michiko Kawanishi (Japan) 

− Dr Fajer Sabah Al Saloom (Bahrain) 

− Ms Barbara Freischem (The Netherlands) 

− Dr Jalusa Deon Kich (Brazil) 

− Dr Carolee Carson (Canada) 

− Prof. Yang Wang (China [People’s Rep. of]) 

248. Australia, speaking on behalf of the Quads Alliance, commended WOAH and the Quadripartite Joint 
Secretariat for the updated GAP-AMR 2026–2036 and the consultation process undertaken. Australia 
underscored that AMR, as one of the greatest threats to modern medicine, required a cross-cutting One 
Health approach to preserve the effectiveness of critical medicines, and expressed the Alliance’s 
support for the adoption of the GAP-AMR 2026–2036 and for the commitment to building on 
achievements to date. 

249. Nigeria expressed gratitude to Dr Moodley for recognising the country's efforts in addressing AMR and 
acknowledged the support of the Fleming Fund and WOAH for Nigeria’s AMR activities. Nigeria noted 
that ministerial support had been instrumental in advancing implementation, including the adoption of a 
national Essential Veterinary Medicines List for the first time in the country's history, with all relevant 
documents receiving direct Ministerial endorsement.  

250. Dr Moodley thanked Members for their positive feedback and for their support for the adoption of the 
Resolution No. 18 on the updated GAP-AMR 2026–2036. 

  

 

8  ANIMUSE: WOAH global database on ANImal antiMicrobial USE 

https://amu.woah.org/amu-system-portal/home
https://www.woah.org/en/document/2024-un-political-declaration-on-amr-key-takeaways-for-veterinary-services/
https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2025/11/202510-cn-tors-priority-diseases-vaccines-amu-4.pdf
https://www.woah.org/en/document/report-ahg-prioritisation-diseases-vaccines-could-reduce-global-antibiotic-use-in-animals-proeva/
https://www.woah.org/en/document/report-ahg-prioritisation-diseases-vaccines-could-reduce-global-antibiotic-use-in-animals-proeva/
https://www.qjsamr.org/technical-work/updating-the-global-action-plan-on-amr
https://www.woah.org/en/turning-amr-commitments-into-investment/
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Adoption of Draft Resolution No. 18 

Updated Global Action Plan on Antimicrobial Resistance 2026–2036 

251. The President presented Resolution No. 18 for the adoption of the updated GAP-AMR 2026–2036. It 
was adopted with no objection or abstention recorded. The text appears under Resolution No. 18 at the 
end of this report. 

Activities of the Specialist Commissions 

Terrestrial Animal Health Standards Commission 
(93GS Tech-05) 

252. Dr Etienne Bonbon, President of the Terrestrial Animal Health Standards Commission (Code 
Commission), reported on the work of the Commission since the previous General Session. 

253. Dr Bonbon stated that the Code Commission had met twice since the 2025 General Session. These 
meetings were held in Paris from 9 to 18 September 2025 and from 3 to 13 February 2026. He 
expressed his gratitude to the members of the Code Commission, Dr Gaston Funes (Vice President), 
Dr Kiyokazu Murai (Vice-President), Prof. Salah Hammami (member), Dr John Stratton (member), and 
Dr Caroline Dubé (member), for their expert contributions and commitment to the work of the 
Commission, including inter-session work as well as their participation in ad hoc Group meetings and 
representing the Commission at regional or international meetings.  

254. On behalf of the Code Commission, Dr Bonbon commended Reference Centre experts, members of 
ad hoc Groups and subject matter experts for their contribution to the work of the Commission. He also 
expressed his appreciation to the members of the other Specialist Commissions for their advice and 
support and acknowledged the strengthened collaboration and coordination among the four Specialist 
Commissions. In this regard, Dr Bonbon informed Delegates that the Bureaux of the Code Commission 
and the Scientific Commission had met in February 2026, the Bureaux of the Code Commission and the 
Biological Standards Commission had met in September 2025, and the Bureaux of the Code 
Commission and the Aquatic Animals Commission had met in September 2025 and February 2026.  

255. Dr Bonbon reminded the Assembly that the working document distributed (Doc. 93GS/Tech-05) 
provided key background information for each of the new and revised texts of the Terrestrial Code to be 
presented for adoption. He reminded the Assembly that the details of the Code Commission’s activities 
since the previous General Session had been published in the Commission’s September 2025 and 
February 2026 meeting reports and were available on both the Delegate’s website and the WOAH 
website. 

256. Dr Bonbon expressed his appreciation for the considerable number of comments submitted, both by 
Members and by international organisations having a cooperation agreement with WOAH, on texts that 
had been circulated for comment. He highlighted the improving quality of these comments and stressed 
that the standard-setting process could only be effective with the engagement of Members and partner 
organisations. Dr Bonbon reminded the Assembly that the Code Commission reports now included the 
comments considered and the Commission’s response to those comments. He encouraged the 
Assembly to refer to previous reports for more details about the revised texts being proposed for 
adoption. 

257. Dr Bonbon also thanked the Director General and the Deputy Director General ‘Standard Setting and 
Implementation’, and commended the Code Commission Secretariat for the tremendous support it 
provided to the work of the Code Commission, including relevant ad hoc Groups. 

258. Dr Bonbon informed Delegates that the new and revised chapters to be proposed for adoption in the 
Terrestrial Code were presented in Annexes 5–17 of Doc. 93GS/Tech-05. 

  

https://www.woah.org/en/document/gs93_2026_wd_tech-05_code-commission/
https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2025/10/a-tahsc-sep-2025-4.pdf
https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2026/03/a-tahsc-feb-2026.pdf
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/standard-setting-process/terrestrial-animal-health-standards-commission/#ui-id-4
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/standard-setting-process/terrestrial-animal-health-standards-commission/#ui-id-4
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Terrestrial Animal Health Code 

259. Texts proposed for adoption 

Dr Bonbon indicated that the next section of his presentation would focus on presenting the new and 
revised texts of the Terrestrial Code that were to be proposed for adoption. 

260. New Chapter 4.X. ‘Biosecurity’ 

Dr Bonbon informed the Assembly that a new Chapter 4.X. had been developed including guidance with 
clear recommendations on biosecurity such as general principles for implementation, roles and 
responsibilities, sources, biosecurity pathways, and components. He explained that the new chapter 
had been developed by the ad hoc Group. He noted that the revised text had been circulated four times. 

Dr Bonbon presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

Ireland, speaking on behalf of the 27 Member States of the EU, thanked the Code Commission for 
addressing the EU’s previous comments and provided some new comments based on the changes 
circulated in February 2026. In Article 4.X.2., paragraph 3, bullet point 3, when describing the pathways 
of pathogenic agents, they proposed to add ‘release from a population’ as an additional pathway. The 
EU noted that if a disease occurred within a population, it was also important to prevent the spread of 
disease elsewhere. 

The EU also proposed a change to the second paragraph of Article 4.X.3. The EU noted the addition of 
new text ‘and to the availability of resources’ in reference to the application of general principles of 
biosecurity. The EU proposed to delete this text as it considered that biosecurity should remain a 
baseline requirement, not conditional on resource constraints. 

In point d) of the second paragraph of Article 4.X.8., the EU proposed the reinstatement of the text 
deletion ‘It should also include relevant response procedures for emergencies’. The lack of relevant 
response procedures could create more complications in a crisis situation when there was no time to 
lose and a plan needed to be readily available.  

Thailand recognised biosecurity as a key tool for prevention and control of animal diseases and 
supported the adoption of this chapter due to its practical, science-based, and risk-oriented approach. 
In addition to corrective actions in response to biosecurity breaches, Thailand proposed in point d) of 
the second paragraph of Article 4.X.8. to insert ‘and further preventive measures’ after ‘corrective 
actions’, which could reduce the likelihood of recurrence of breaches.  

Sudan expressed appreciation for the technical efforts to develop this text for adoption, and welcomed 
the efforts to create and improve standards on biosecurity, border inspection and quarantine and 
disease prevention and surveillance. Sudan maintained one of the largest livestock populations in Africa 
and standards were important for supporting international trade, improving food safety, improving animal 
health and increasing global confidence in livestock exporting countries. Recent world conflicts had 
greatly increased shipping and insurance costs for commodities imported from long distances into Africa. 
Sudan believed that biosecurity and other standards would provide the country with a competitive 
advantage to export needed commodities without extensive shipping expense. Sudan remained 
committed to strengthening its Veterinary Services and quarantine capabilities. 

Dr Bonbon, in response to the comments from the EU, agreed to amend Article 4.X.2. to add ‘and from’ 
after ‘within’ to address the concern that disease could spread outside of a population. Regarding the 
proposed change to Article 4.X.3., Dr Bonbon noted that the addition was made in response to a 
previous request from a Member. He stated that biosecurity required an investment in resources, and 
even when those resources were scarce it was possible to implement some form of biosecurity. 
Therefore, Dr Bonbon did not propose to make any changes to this article.  

Dr Bonbon noted that both the EU and Thailand had proposed to revise Article 4.X.8., paragraph 2, point 
d). Dr Bonbon proposed to accept the revision put forward by Thailand, and to add the words ‘and 
procedures for emergencies’ at the end of the sentence in response to the request by the EU. 

The President presented the revised text to the Assembly for adoption. 
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The revised text was adopted unanimously. 

261. Chapters 5.4. to 5.6. ‘Measures and procedures applicable to the exportation, transit and 
importation of commodities’ and Chapter 5.7. ‘Border inspection posts and quarantine centres’ 

Dr Bonbon informed the Assembly that Chapters 5.4. to 5.7. had been revised to clarify management of 
the risks associated with the introduction of diseases through the international trade or movements of 
commodities. He explained that the revised chapters included general principles for measures and 
procedures applicable when exporting, transit or importing, as well as applicable for border inspection 
posts and quarantine centres. Dr Bonbon also explained that the revised chapters had been developed 
by the ad hoc Group. He noted that the revised text had been circulated four or five times.  

Dr Bonbon presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

Thailand expressed concern regarding the non-commercial movements of personal commodities 
addressed in the first paragraph of Article 1 in Chapters 5.4. to 5.7. While acknowledging the significance 
of non-commercial movements in the introduction of animal diseases, Thailand cautioned that adding 
the term ‘non-commercial’ after ‘international trade’ in the current text could cause confusion. For 
instance, when individuals travelled with pets or food, such movements were typically not defined as 
having a trade purpose, nor did they involve commercial volumes. Consequently, Thailand proposed to 
retain the original text in the first paragraph of Article 1 by deleting the phrase ‘commercial or non-
commercial’ after ’international trade’. 

Hungary, speaking on behalf of the 27 Member States of the EU, thanked the Code Commission for its 
work on these chapters, while acknowledging the extensive consultation process. The EU welcomed 
ongoing work on cleaning and disinfection procedures, highlighting their key importance and close links 
to multiple aspects of the Terrestrial Code, and expressed readiness to support this activity. Given that 
the text had been circulated multiple times, the EU limited its comments to a specific remark on culling 
operations in Article 5.7.7. in Chapter 5.7., as detailed in its written submission. 

Kenya, speaking on behalf of the 54 Members of the African Union and the WOAH Africa region, 
expressed support for the adoption of Chapters 5.4., 5.5., and 5.6., focusing its comments on 
implementation clarity, veterinary assurance, and safe trade. Regarding Article 5.4.2., the African Union 
requested clarification that sanitary requirements for export certification should be officially available, 
transparent, and accessible to ensure predictability and fair application; it also proposed that any export 
suspension be risk-based and proportionate. For Article 5.4.3., the African Union supported the 
progressive, capacity-sensitive use of electronic certification systems to strengthen traceability and 
reduce fraud. 

On Articles 5.6.2. and 5.6.3., the African Union requested that import procedures recognise equivalence 
where appropriate, avoid unnecessary duplication of controls, and apply a risk-based approach to 
inspection frequency. 

Finally, concerning Article 5.5.4. on transit, the African Union called for clearer guidance on the 
respective responsibilities of exporting, transit, and importing countries during unexpected events, such 
as logistical disruptions or veterinary emergencies. It emphasised that transit requirements and 
decisions during such events should remain risk-based, proportionate, and no more restrictive than 
necessary to ensure the continuity of safe trade. 

Dr Bonbon, in response to the comment from Thailand, explained that the inclusion of the phrase 
‘commercial or non-commercial’ was intended to broaden the scope of risk management. It was noted 
that relying solely on the term ‘commodities’ might exclude animal movements that did not involve 
traditional trade purposes or commercial volumes, such as the travel of individuals with pets. As non-
commercial movements could also pose a significant risk of introducing animal diseases, the Code 
Commission clarified that the updated phrasing ensured that all relevant movements were appropriately 
covered. Consequently, the Commission maintained the current text. 

Dr Bonbon, in response to the comment from the EU, agreed with the rationale to add ‘culling’ to point 
10 of Article 5.7.7. as it was one of the functions of a quarantine centre. However, he proposed using 
‘killing’ rather than ‘culling’ for consistency with the chapters of the Terrestrial Code. 
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Dr Bonbon, in response to the comment from the African Union, acknowledged the comments on 
implementation clarity, veterinary assurance, and safe trade, although he regretted that they had not 
been submitted before the last Code Commission meeting, as it was not possible to introduce such 
important changes at this stage. Regarding the suggested text amendments, Dr Bonbon noted that 
these comments would require further detailed technical review. Consequently, he proposed adopting 
the chapters as currently drafted and invited the African Union to submit its detailed proposals in writing 
so they could be comprehensively examined at the Code Commission’s upcoming meeting in 
September 2026. 

The President presented the revised text to the Assembly for adoption.  

The revised text was adopted unanimously. 

262. Article 7.5.30. of Chapter 7.5. ‘Animal welfare during slaughter’ 

Dr Bonbon informed the Assembly that point 4 of Article 7.5.30. of Chapter 7.5. had been revised to 
update the recommendations on the parameters for electrical water-bath stunning for some poultry 
species, with high frequencies which had been kept ‘under study’. Dr Bonbon explained that the revised 
article was developed by the ad hoc Group and had been circulated three times. He noted that the 
revision of other points adopted during the 92nd General Session in May 2025 was outside the scope 
of this revision. 

Dr Bonbon presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

Thailand expressed concerns regarding the recommended electrical parameters and noted that whilst 
it was important to establish recommended parameters based on robust scientific evidence, there should 
be sufficient flexibility for Members to use alternative parameters that achieved equivalent animal 
welfare outcomes. Thailand proposed additional text to clarify that the recommended parameters were 
based on a trial using a specific waveform, such as sine wave, alternating current. 

Thailand proposed removing point 3 of Article 7.5.30. paragraph 11 (which limited the use of high-
frequency systems) and adding the following text: ‘The Code provides recommended combinations of 
frequency, current, and species that are known to be effective based on scientific evidence. Members 
should adapt these recommendations to their operational contexts’. 

China (People’s Rep. of) thanked the Code Commission for considering and adopting some of its 
comments. China (People’s Rep. of) supported the proposed amendments by Thailand to amend the 
text to allow for alternative frequency parameters.  

New Zealand supported the objective of the chapter to promote good animal welfare outcomes at 
slaughter, noting that additional wording would create clarity on the use of alternative parameters, when 
scientifically proven. New Zealand requested amendments to the article to ensure that it was outcome 
focused, inclusive and trade facilitating by allowing alternative scientifically robust stunning parameters. 
New Zealand proposed to remove the following text in point 3 of Article 7.5.30., paragraph 11 ‘In general, 
lower frequencies ensure an effective stunning, while higher frequencies provide the lowest probability 
of a successful stun even at the highest current.’ 

New Zealand also proposed the addition of the following sentence in point 4 of Article 7.5.30. ‘Alternative 
parameters may be used where scientifically validated and demonstrated to produce an effective stun 
in the species concerned.’ 

The United Kingdom thanked WOAH for its extensive work on revising the chapter and for constructively 
considering the United Kingdom’s comments. The United Kingdom stated that electrical water bath 
parameters should only be agreed when they were supported by robust scientific evidence, which was 
essential to ensure that animals were rendered unconscious. This was noted as particularly relevant to 
high frequency currents. The United Kingdom also suggested to remove the words ‘in general’ as this 
sentence was supported by scientific evidence and the inclusion of this phrase could weaken it.  

Bahrain welcomed the continued recognition of slaughter without stunning, which it said was essential 
to respect cultural and religious practices and ensure food security. Bahrain noted that there should be 
no unintended restriction of religious slaughter.  
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Ireland, speaking on behalf of the 27 Member States of the EU, thanked WOAH for its work on the 
chapter and acknowledged the extensive consultation process and supported the adoption of the article, 
which reflected the latest scientific evidence. 

Norway, speaking on behalf of the four EFTA 9  countries (Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway, and 
Switzerland), thanked the Code Commission for its work on the article and supported its adoption. 
Norway noted the importance of retaining frequency and intensity parameters, to ensure effective 
stunning with loss of consciousness rather than immobilisation that prevented animals from expressing 
fear, pain, or distress. 

Dr Bonbon stated that WOAH’s standards were recommendations for its Members to use to develop 
their own legislation, and not fixed rules. Dr Bonbon referenced the second paragraph of Article 7.5.30., 
which stated that 'Effective electrical parameters should be based on scientific data with field evidence 
on the welfare outcomes for different types and conditions of animals in accordance with point 5 of 
Article 7.1.4’. This meant that, while the parameters given in the article had been demonstrated to be 
effective and thus were recommended, any other parameters that had been demonstrated as effective 
in the stunning objective by Members could be used. Dr Bonbon noted that the comment from Bahrain 
related to slaughter without stunning, which was not currently being considered for comments. Members 
could submit comments on this topic by following WOAH’s formal standard-setting process. 

The President reiterated that WOAH’s standards were based on science and were recommendations 
on which Members could design their national rules and regulations.  

The President presented the revised text to the Assembly for adoption.  

The revised text was adopted, with abstentions from China (People’s Rep. of), New Zealand, and 
Thailand. 

263. Articles 8.8.3., 8.8.4. and 8.8.8. of Chapter 8.8. ‘Infection with foot and mouth disease virus’ 

Dr Bonbon informed the Assembly that Articles 8.8.3., 8.8.4., and 8.8.8. of Chapter 8.8. had been 
revised to align provisions of official recognition and maintenance of free status, and definition of infected 
country or zone, with the revised disease-specific chapters with official recognition of status that were 
adopted at the 92nd General Session in May 2025. He explained that the revised text had been drafted 
by the Code Commission in collaboration with the Scientific Commission. He noted that the revised text 
had been circulated twice. 

Dr Bonbon presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

Slovakia, speaking on behalf of the 27 Member States of the EU, thanked the Code Commission for its 
continued effort to harmonise the official-status chapters, including the coordination with the Scientific 
Commission. The EU supported the overall direction towards a more consistent framework.  

Slovakia expressed the view that an annual declaration by the Delegate and transparent notification 
obligations should be sufficient to support the annual reconfirmation process to ensure that it remained 
proportionate and sustainable. Therefore, Slovakia and the Member States of the EU would abstain 
from the vote on the proposed changes to Chapter 8.8., with the understanding that the EU’s concerns 
on the reconfirmation process would be addressed when revising Chapter 1.6.  

Dr Bonbon noted that Slovakia was not proposing any change to Chapter 8.8., and noted that the Code 
Commission and the Scientific Commission were both working to address Members’ concerns about 
the process to maintain status. He encouraged all Members to comment on Chapter 1.6. revisions which 
were due to be circulated for comments after the September Code Commission meeting.  

Dr Soubeyran and Dr Arroyo both noted the Members’ concerns and mentioned that WOAH had already 
launched a process of piloting a revised streamlined annual reconfirmation form and invited Members 
to participate in this process. 

 

9  EFTA: European Free Trade Association 
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The President presented the revised text to the Assembly for adoption.  

The revised text was adopted, with 33 abstentions (Austria, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, 

Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, 

Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Moldova, the Netherlands, North Macedonia (Rep. 

of), Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, San Marino, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, and Sweden). 

264. Articles 15.2.3. and 15.2.5. of Chapter 15.2. ‘Infection with classical swine fever virus’ 

Dr Bonbon informed the Assembly that Articles 15.2.3. and 15.2.5. of Chapter 15.2. had been revised 
to align provisions of official recognition and maintenance of free status, and the definition of infected 
country or zone, with the revised disease-specific chapters with official recognition of status that were 
adopted at the 92nd General Session in May 2025. He explained that the revised text had been drafted 
by the Code Commission in collaboration with the Scientific Commission. He noted that the revised text 
had been circulated twice. 

Dr Bonbon presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

Cyprus, speaking on behalf of the 27 Member States of the EU, thanked the Code Commission for its 
continued effort to harmonise the official-status chapters, including the coordination work done with the 
Scientific Commission. The EU supported the overall direction towards a more consistent framework.  

Cyprus expressed the view that an annual declaration by the Delegate and transparent notification 
obligations should be sufficient information to support the annual reconfirmation process to ensure that it 
remained proportionate and sustainable. Therefore, Cyprus and the Member States of the EU would abstain 
from the vote on the proposed changes to Chapter 15.2., with the understanding that EU’s concerns on the 
reconfirmation process would be addressed as soon as possible when revising Chapter 1.6.  

Dr Bonbon noted that these comments were the same as those made for Chapter 8.8.  

The President presented the revised text to the Assembly for adoption.  

The revised text was adopted, with 33 abstentions (Austria, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, 
Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, 
Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Moldova, the Netherlands, North Macedonia (Rep. 
of), Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, San Marino, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, and Sweden). 

265. Chapter 8.20. ‘Infection with Francisella tularensis (Tularemia)’ 

Dr Bonbon informed the Assembly that Chapter 8.20. had been revised to develop a new first Article 
8.20.1. ‘General provisions’, including the definition of its occurrence, to provide Members with precise 
definitions to fulfil their notification obligations. He noted that the chapter had also been revised to align 
texts of other articles with the current common texts of the disease-specific chapters. He also noted that 
the revision outside of this revision would be considered at a future meeting. Dr Bonbon explained that 
the revised text had been drafted by the Code Commission in collaboration with the Scientific 
Commission. He noted that the revised text had been circulated three times. 

Dr Bonbon presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

The United States of America thanked the Code Commission for its work on this chapter and proposed 
an amendment to Article 8.20.4. concerning the case definition. Specifically, the United States of 
America requested adding the word ‘the’ before ‘15 days’ in point 3 of Article 8.20.4. to clarify that the 
disease-free quarantine period must occur immediately prior to shipment. The United States of America 
cautioned that without this modifier, the text could be misinterpreted as allowing any 15-day quarantine 
period, even one separated by months from the actual shipment date to meet import requirements. It 
emphasised that such a loophole for improperly quarantined animals could lead to disease spread and 
compromise the safety of international trade. 

Dr Bonbon, in response to the comment from the United States of America, agreed with the rationale, 
noting that the amendment successfully clarified the intended timeframe. Dr Bonbon also pointed out 
that while similar phrasing was used across various other chapters, it lacked absolute consistency. 
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Therefore, while accepting this specific amendment for this chapter, he indicated that a broader review 
of similar language in other chapters would be necessary in the future to ensure overall harmonisation. 

The President presented the revised text to the Assembly for adoption.  

The revised text was adopted unanimously. 

266. New Chapter 8.X. ‘Infection with Crimean-Congo haemorrhagic fever virus’ 

Dr Bonbon informed the Assembly that a new Chapter 8.X. that included a single Article 8.X.1. ‘General 
provisions’ had been developed, including a definition of its occurrence and animal hosts, to provide 
Members with precise definitions to fulfil their notification obligations. He noted that the objective of this 
chapter was to support notification by Members for early warning due to the public health risks 
associated with this disease. Dr Bonbon explained that the revised text had been drafted by the Code 
Commission in collaboration with the Scientific Commission. He noted that the revised text had been 
circulated four times.  

Dr Bonbon presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

Senegal, on behalf of the 54 Members of the African Union and the WOAH Africa region, commended 
the Code Commission for this new chapter on Crimean-Congo haemorrhagic fever, which was important 
to protect both human and animal health.  

Dr Bonbon, in response to the comment from the African Union, thanked the African Union for its support 
and noted that the main point of this chapter was to support public health efforts as the disease was 
zoonotic. 

The President presented the revised text to the Assembly for adoption.  

The revised text was adopted unanimously. 

267. New Chapter 10.X. ‘Infection with avian metapneumovirus (Turkey rhinotracheitis and swollen 
head syndrome of chicken)’ 

Dr Bonbon informed the Assembly that a new Chapter 10.X. that included a single Article 10.X.1. 
‘General provisions’ had been developed, including a definition of its occurrence and animal hosts to 
provide Members with precise definitions to fulfil their notification obligations. Dr Bonbon explained that 
the revised text had been drafted by the Code Commission in collaboration with the Scientific 
Commission. He noted that the revised text had been circulated four times. 

Dr Bonbon presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

Korea (Rep. of) expressed support for the new chapter, especially the fact that the Code Commission 

had addressed the concerns expressed previously. Dr Bonbon thanked Korea (Rep. of) for its support. 

The President presented the revised text to the Assembly for adoption. 

The revised text was adopted unanimously. 

268. Glossary 

Dr Bonbon informed the Assembly that new Glossary definitions for ‘disinsection’, ‘isolation’, ‘pathogenic 
agent’, ‘point of entry’, ‘point of exit’, ‘seroconversion’, and ‘swill’ had been developed, and that the 
Glossary definitions for ‘approved’, ‘biosecurity’, ‘biosecurity plan’, ‘border inspection post’, ‘container’, 
‘disinfection’, ‘laboratory’, ‘quarantine centre’, ‘transit country’, and ‘means of transport’ have been 
revised. Dr Bonbon noted that the revised text had been circulated twice for ‘approved’ and ‘laboratory’; 
three times for ‘container’, ‘disinsection’, ‘means of transport’, ‘point of entry’, ‘seroconversion’, and 
‘transit country’; four times for ‘border inspection post’, ‘disinfection’, ‘isolation’, ‘pathogenic agent’, ‘point 
of exit’, and ‘quarantine centre’; five times for ‘biosecurity’, ‘biosecurity plan’, and ‘swill’. 

Dr Bonbon presented the revised text to the Assembly. 
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The President presented the revised text to the Assembly for adoption.  

The revised text was adopted unanimously. 

269. Articles 1.3.1., 1.3.3. and 1.3.7. of Chapter 1.3. ‘Diseases, infections and infestations listed by 
WOAH’ 

Dr Bonbon informed the Assembly that some listed diseases in Chapter 1.3. had been amended to align 
with the proposed amendments to relevant disease-specific chapters and that ‘Nairobi sheep disease’ 
had been removed from the listed diseases. Dr Bonbon noted that the revised text had been developed 
in collaboration with the Scientific Commission. He noted that the revised text had been circulated twice 
or three times.  

Dr Bonbon presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

The President presented the revised text to the Assembly for adoption. 

The revised chapter was adopted unanimously. 

270. Texts circulated for Member comments 

Dr Bonbon informed the Assembly that 17 annexes proposing new or revised texts for the Terrestrial 
Code had been circulated for comment in the Code Commission’s February 2026 report. 

Dr Bonbon encouraged Members, as well as international organisations having a cooperation 
agreement with WOAH, to participate in the WOAH standard-setting process through the submission of 
written comments. He reminded the Assembly that the deadline for receiving comments for 
consideration by the Commission at its September 2026 meeting was 3 July 2026.  

271. Work programme 

Dr Bonbon acknowledged the significant contributions of the ad hoc Groups to the Code Commission’s 
work programme. He informed the Assembly that the work programme was reviewed and updated at 
each of the Code Commission meetings, taking into account Member and partner comments, 
Headquarters’ comments, and completed work. Dr Bonbon reminded the Assembly that the work 
programme provided Members with an overview of current and upcoming activities and he encouraged 
them to provide feedback on the work programme as well as new and revised texts circulated for 
comment.  

Brazil, speaking on behalf of the 33 Members of the Americas region, thanked the Code Commission 
for its continued and dedicated work as outlined by the work programme. Brazil appreciated the 
Commission’s recognition of regional priorities for the Americas, including the review of Article 10.9.3. 
in Chapter 10.9. ‘Infection with Newcastle disease virus’, as this caused significant avian disease with a 
high commercial impact in the Americas region. Brazil looked forward to further participation in the 
review process on this chapter. 

Portugal, speaking on behalf of the 27 Member States of the EU, commended the Code Commission 
for its continuous efforts in prioritising its demanding work programme and collaborating with other 
Specialist Commissions. The EU expressed full support for the revised work programme and its 
prioritisation. Regarding the official status process, the EU recalled the vital importance of incorporating 
all resulting procedures in the WOAH standards, particularly Chapter 1.6., to ensure transparency and 
proper oversight by Members. Detailed comments would be submitted prior to the September meeting 
of the Commission.  

Australia, speaking on behalf of the Quads Alliance, commended the ad hoc Group on Veterinary 
Emergencies for the draft chapter on emergency management. Although consultations were in the early 
stages, the Quads Alliance considered this development to be timely and emphasised that emergencies 
affecting animal and public health were complex, thereby requiring collaborative, multi-sectoral 
approaches to address them effectively. Looking ahead, the Quads Alliance expected to contribute 
actively to the process and encouraged other Members to do the same. 



Final Report of the 93rd General Session – Paris, May 2026 42 

Dr Bonbon appreciated the comments related to the work programme. He encouraged Members not to 
hesitate to submit their comments on any concerns related to the work programme to the Code 
Commission for its consideration at the upcoming meeting.  

272. The Assembly noted the report of the Code Commission. 

Scientific Commission for Animal Diseases 
(93GS Tech-06) 

273. Dr Cristóbal Zepeda, President of the Scientific Commission for Animal Diseases (Scientific 
Commission), reported on the work of the Commission since the previous General Session. Dr Zepeda 
thanked the other members of the Commission, Dr Silvia Bellini (Vice-President), Dr Naomi Cogger 
(Vice-President), Dr Baptiste Dungu (member), Prof. Jan Arend (Arjan) Stegeman (member) and 
Dr Misheck Mulumba (member), as well as members of the ad hoc Groups and expert panels for their 
valuable contributions to its work. He expressed his deep appreciation for the excellent support and 
professional expertise provided by the staff at WOAH Headquarters. 

274. Dr Zepeda summarised the activities of the Scientific Commission, including the outcomes of the regular 
Scientific Commission meetings held in person from 8 to 12 September 2025 and from 2 to 6 February 
2026. He noted that the reports of the two regular meetings were available on the WOAH website. 

275. After a presentation on the report by the President of the Scientific Commission, the President of the 
Assembly indicated that the draft resolutions relating to animal health status recognition had been 
electronically voted for adoption, and that the results obtained through the electronic voting process 
would be presented during the Third Plenary Session. The President then presented the Draft 
Resolution No. 19 on Recognition of the Foot and mouth disease status of Members for adoption by the 
Assembly.  

276. Dr Zepeda explained that Draft Resolution No. 19 had not been included in the electronic voting process, 
as the Scientific Commission was still actively engaged in the assessment and clarification process 
concerning the FMD-free status of certain Members until the week preceding the General Session.  

277. The President of the Assembly opened the floor for discussion.  

278. Cyprus, speaking on behalf of the 27 Member States of the EU, congratulated the Scientific Commission 
for its continued work. Cyprus noted that the 30th anniversary of official animal health status recognition 
offered a valuable opportunity to reflect on the strengths and future direction of the system. While 
acknowledging its key role in major disease eradication programmes, such as the eradication of 
rinderpest, Cyprus indicated that its potential was not fully utilised or consistently recognised in 
international trade. Cyprus welcomed the ongoing revision of Chapter 1.6. and encouraged continued 
efforts to streamline and simplify procedures, particularly for the maintenance of official status, as well 
as to centralise related provisions within a single horizontal chapter to improve efficiency. Cyprus further 
emphasised the importance of ensuring that the system remained efficient, flexible, and not overly 
burdensome, while preserving its credibility and attractiveness for wider use by Members. In addition, 
Cyprus invited WOAH to consider the development of criteria for determining the diseases for which 
official status should be granted. Cyprus noted that while official recognition was essential for diseases 
subject to global eradication programmes, its relevance may be less evident for diseases for which the 
benefits in terms of trade facilitation were limited. In this context, Cyprus considered that granting official 
status for diseases for which the added value of official recognition was minimal could risk undermining 
the credibility of the system. 

279. In response, Dr Zepeda acknowledged that the inconsistent use of WOAH’s official recognition by trading 
partners had been a sensitive issue in previous years and noted that, over the past several years, the 
Scientific Commission and WOAH had undertaken significant efforts to strengthen the procedure, in 
particular by making the annual reconfirmation process more thorough. Dr Zepeda emphasised that these 
efforts were aimed at enhancing the credibility of the official recognition procedure, rather than make it 
unnecessarily burdensome, and he agreed that the 30th anniversary represented a timely opportunity to 
reflect on and revise existing approaches where appropriate. Dr Zepeda also agreed on the need to develop 
criteria for determining the diseases for which official status should be granted and recommended that WOAH 
convene a group of experts to undertake this work. 

https://www.woah.org/en/document/gs93_2026_wd_tech-06_scientific-commission_en/
https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2025/10/a-scad-report-sep-2025-final2.pdf
https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2026/04/a-scad-report-feb-2026-final.pdf
https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2026/04/a-scad-report-feb-2026-final.pdf
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/standard-setting-process/scientific-commission/
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280. The Director General acknowledged the comments made by Cyprus and the continual work conducted 
by the Scientific Commission in strengthening the official recognition procedure. The Director General 
concurred with Dr Zepeda on convening a group of experts to develop such criteria and stressed the 
importance of ensuring representation from all regions in these efforts.  

Adoption of Draft Resolution No. 19 

Recognition of the Foot and mouth disease status of Members 

281. The President submitted Draft Resolution No. 19 for adoption after confirming that a quorum had been 
reached. The resolution was adopted unanimously. The text appears under Resolution No. 19 at the 
end of this report. 

282. The Assembly noted the report of the Scientific Commission. 

Aquatic Animal Health Standards Commission 
(93GS Tech-07) 

283. Dr Alicia Gallardo Lagno, President of the Aquatic Animal Health Standards Commission (Aquatic 
Animals Commission), reported on the work of the Commission since the previous General Session.  

284. Dr Gallardo Lagno provided an overview of global aquatic animal production and statistics on traded 
aquatic animals to provide context for the importance of the standards being proposed for adoption. She 
highlighted the breadth of aquaculture and the continued growth of aquatic animal production, its 
increasing importance for human nutrition, food security, and economies, and the potential impacts of 
emerging diseases. She noted that the standards of the Aquatic Animal Health Code (Aquatic Code) 
and the Manual of Diagnostic Tests for Aquatic Animals (Aquatic Manual) provided critical support to 
Members to control the transboundary spread of diseases.  

285. Dr Gallardo Lagno stated that the Aquatic Animals Commission had met twice since the 2025 General 
Session. The meetings were held in Paris from 17 to 24 September 2025 and from 11 to 18 February 
2026. She expressed her gratitude to the members of the Commission, Dr Ingo Ernst (Vice-President), 
Dr Fiona Geoghegan (Vice-President), Dr Kevin William Christison (Member), Dr Hong Liu (Member) 
and Dr Saraya Tavornpanich (Member), for their expert contributions and commitment to the work of 
the Commission, including their participation in ad hoc Group meetings and representing the 
Commission at regional or international meetings. 

286. Dr Gallardo Lagno commended the Reference Centre experts, the members of ad hoc Groups and 
subject matter experts for their contribution to the work of the Aquatic Animals Commission. Dr Gallardo 
Lagno informed the Delegates that the Bureaux of the Aquatic Animals Commission and the Terrestrial 
Animal Health Standards Commission had met in September 2025 to facilitate harmonisation of relevant 
chapters under review. She also commended the Secretariat staff at WOAH Headquarters for the 
tremendous support they provided to the work of the Commission and ad hoc Groups.  

287. Dr Gallardo Lagno highlighted that the working document distributed for the current General Session 
(Doc. 93GS/Tech-07) provided key background information for each of the revised texts of the Aquatic 
Code and Aquatic Manual to be presented for adoption. She reminded the Assembly that the details of 
the Aquatic Animals Commission’s activities since the previous General Session had been published in 
the Commission’s September 2025 and February 2026 meeting reports and were available on both the 
Delegate’s website and the WOAH website. 

288. Dr Gallardo Lagno thanked Members that had submitted comments on texts to be proposed for 
adoption. She noted the importance of contributions by Members’ experts in improving the quality of the 
standards and encouraged all Members to contribute to this work. She reminded the Assembly that the 
Aquatic Animals Commission reports included the comments considered and the Commission’s 
response to those comments. She encouraged the Assembly to refer to previous reports for more details 
about the revised texts being proposed for adoption.  

289. Dr Gallardo Lagno emphasised that, where relevant, all comments on a specific disease were 
considered in their corresponding Aquatic Code and Aquatic Manual chapters to ensure alignment.  

https://www.woah.org/en/document/gs93_2026_wd_tech-07-aquatic-commission/
https://www.woah.org/en/document/report-of-the-aquatic-animal-health-standards-commission_september-2025/
https://www.woah.org/en/document/report-of-the-aquatic-animal-health-standards-commission_feb_2026/
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/standard-setting-process/aquatic-animals-commission/#ui-id-3
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290. Concluding her introductory remarks, Dr Gallardo Lagno reminded Delegates that the work programme 
of the Aquatic Animals Commission and the latest new and revised texts circulated for comment were 
available in the Commission’s February 2026 meeting report and that they were invited to submit 
comments to WOAH Headquarters by 3 July 2026. 

291. Dr Gallardo Lagno informed Delegates that the revised chapters to be proposed for adoption in the 
Aquatic Code and Aquatic Manual were presented in Annexes 5 to 10, and Annexes 18 to 22, 
respectively, of Doc. 93GS/Tech-07. 

Aquatic Animal Health Code 

292. Texts proposed for adoption 

Dr Gallardo Lagno indicated that the next section of her presentation would focus on presenting the new 
and revised texts of the Aquatic Code and Aquatic Manual that were being proposed for adoption. She 
commenced with the texts to be proposed for the Aquatic Code.  

293. Glossary definition of ‘ornamental aquatic animal’ 

Dr Gallardo Lagno informed the Assembly that the definition of ‘ornamental aquatic animal’, a term used 
in Chapter 5.X., had been revised. The amendment clarified the distinction between ornamental aquatic 
animals kept as pets and those traded for sale as pets, ensuring consistency with the terminology 
proposed in the February 2025 report. The Commission agreed that this clarification improved 
consistency across the Aquatic Code and better aligned regulatory language with current trade and pet-
keeping practices, and it endorsed the revised definition accordingly. 

Dr Gallardo Lagno noted that the revised text had been circulated twice for comment.  

The President presented the revised text to the Assembly for adoption.  

The revised text was adopted unanimously. 

294. Chapter 4.7. ‘Fallowing in aquaculture’  

Dr Gallardo Lagno informed the Assembly that the text of Chapter 4.7. had been revised to ensure alignment 
with the new draft Chapters 4.10. ‘Emergency disease preparedness’ and 4.11. ‘Disease outbreak 
management’ adopted at the 92nd General Session. The revisions were designed to improve clarity and 
readability while ensuring consistency with the updated framework for preparedness and outbreak response. 
The Commission had reviewed the amended chapter and endorsed the revised text accordingly. 

Dr Gallardo Lagno noted that the revised text had been circulated three times for comment.  

Dr Gallardo Lagno presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

The United States of America indicated that it did not support adoption as the proposed wording in 
Article 4.7.2. incorrectly suggested that in the case of an open aquaculture establishment (such as a net 
pen in a lake, for example), all the aquatic animals in the lake would need to be removed. It considered 
that this was impractical and not the original intent of the text. It proposed inserting ‘as described in point 
1 of Article 4.7.5.’ before ‘and the aquaculture establishment has been thoroughly cleaned and 
disinfected’. This would support the original intent while clarifying that the susceptible species and vector 
species should be removed from the aquaculture establishment prior to commencing the cleaning, 
disinfection, and subsequent fallowing.  

Côte d’Ivoire, speaking on behalf of the 54 Members of the African Union and the WOAH Africa region, 
supported adoption of the chapter and proposed that the Commission include work on aquatic animal 
vaccination in its work programme. The Africa region raised the subject of the importance of developing 
standards and guidance for Members on vaccination quality evaluation, registration, distribution, and 
safe use. Considering the interconnected nature of aquaculture systems, the Africa region considered 
that this would promote vaccine quality, support the responsible use of antimicrobials, and safeguard 
trade in aquatic animals. 

https://www.woah.org/en/document/report-of-the-aquatic-animal-health-standards-commission_feb_2026/
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Korea (Rep. of) thanked the Commission for its ongoing contribution to establishing effective disease 
control standards for aquatic animals. It supported the adoption of Chapter 4.7. as it considered this 
aligned with a risk-based approach. Korea (Rep. of) also considered compulsory fallowing to be an 
important measure for pathogen elimination and preventing its reintroduction. In this regard, after the 
adoption of Chapter 4.7., it would like to suggest that the Commission further work on applicable 
biosecurity measures during the fallowing period to support the effective implementation of fallowing 
measures.  

Dr Gallardo Lagno thanked Members for their comments. In response to the United States of America, 
she proposed inserting ‘as described in point 1 of Article 4.7.5.’ before ‘and the aquaculture 
establishment has been thoroughly cleaned and disinfected’.  

Dr Gallardo Lagno concurred with the points raised by the 54 Members of the WOAH Africa region and 
affirmed that the Commission would discuss the incorporation of vaccines in aquatic standards at its 
meeting in September. In response to Korea (Rep. of), she noted that this could be explored in a wider 
chapter on official control programmes.  

The President presented the revised texts, with the aforementioned changes, to the Assembly for 
adoption.  

The revised texts were adopted unanimously. 

295. Article 9.2.2. of Chapter 9.2. ‘Infection with Aphanomyces astaci (crayfish plague)’ 

Dr Gallardo Lagno informed the Assembly that, based on scientific evidence and the recommendations 
of the ad hoc Group on Susceptibility of Crustacean Species to Infection with WOAH Listed Diseases, 
amendments had been made to the list of susceptible species. These included the inclusion of 
Austropotamobius torrentium as a susceptible species, the listing of Austropotamobius spp. at the genus 
level, and the revision of susceptible species scores. The Commission reviewed the Group’s 
recommendations and endorsed the corresponding updates to reflect the current scientific 
understanding of susceptibility. 

Dr Gallardo Lagno noted that the revised text had been circulated twice for comment.  

Dr Gallardo Lagno presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

Korea (Rep. of) expressed support for the proposal to list Austropotamobius spp. as susceptible host 
species for crayfish plague. However, it noted that in the proposed revision of Chapter 2.2.2. of the 
Aquatic Manual in Annex 18, stone crayfish belonging to Austropotamobius were still described as 
species with incomplete evidence for susceptibility. It therefore requested that the Commission review 
this point to ensure consistency between the Aquatic Code and Aquatic Manual. 

Finland, speaking on behalf of the 27 Member States of the EU, supported the adoption of revised Article 
9.2.2. However, the EU suggested editorial changes, including removing the words ‘the following’ from 
the first sentence, deleting the words ‘all species’ in the parentheses in cases where ‘spp’ was stated in 
the second column of the table, and to consistently state ‘N/A’ instead of ‘no common name’ in the third 
column of the table.  

In response to Korea (Rep. of), Dr Gallardo Lagno proposed to delete the line ‘Austropotamobius 
torrentium’ [scientific name] and ‘stone crayfish’ [common name] from the table in Section 2.2.2 (see 
point 18).  

Considering the points raised by the EU, Dr Gallardo Lagno proposed to delete ‘the following’ before 
‘species’ in the first sentence, and in the table, to delete ‘all species’ in the parentheses on the three 
occasions where it occurred and to replace ‘no common name’ with ‘N/A’ on the two occasions where it 
occurred. 

The President presented the revised texts, with the aforementioned changes, to the Assembly for 
adoption.  

The revised text was adopted with the abstention of Thailand. 
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296. Articles 10.3.5. and 10.3.6. of Chapter 10.3. ‘Infection with Gyrodactylus salaris’ 

Dr Gallardo Lagno informed the Assembly that the relevant text had been revised to improve clarity and 
ensure appropriate cross-referencing across the Aquatic Code and Aquatic Manual. She noted that the 
revisions included strengthened references to Chapter 1.4. ‘Aquatic Animal Surveillance’, applicable to 
all pathways; Article 1.4.8. on passive surveillance for pathway 2; and Aquatic Manual Article 2.2.5. of 
the corresponding disease-specific chapter for pathway 2. In addition, it was noted that the 15-year 
period of basic biosecurity conditions was scientifically justified to achieve at least 95% confidence of 
freedom, given the parasite’s low likelihood of detection in any given year. The Commission reviewed 
and endorsed the revised text as reflecting sound scientific rationale and improved internal consistency. 
Dr Gallardo Lagno recalled that, in February 2025, the Commission had proposed that pathway 2 was 
not suitable for infection with Gyrodactylus salaris. Following discussions among Members at the 
2025 General Session, pathway 2 was placed under further study. The current version of the text had 
first been circulated in September 2025 and had since been circulated twice for Member comments. 
The Commission noted that this consultative process had informed the refinement of the current 
proposal. 

Dr Gallardo Lagno noted that the revised texts had been circulated twice for comment.  

Dr Gallardo Lagno presented the revised texts to the Assembly. 

Australia, speaking on behalf of the Quads Alliance, indicated that it did not support the proposed text 
without modifications. Regarding the proposed text for 2 a), the Quads Alliance was of the view that the 
reference to Article 2.2.5. of the Aquatic Manual should not be confined to a single article, as multiple 
articles within the Aquatic Manual addressed aspects related to determining suitable conditions for 
clinical expression. Therefore, it recommended in point 2 a) of Articles 10.3.5. and 10.3.6., replacing ‘in 
Article 2.2.5.’ with ‘in relevant sections’ before ‘of the Aquatic Manual’. Regarding the second paragraph 
of point 2 b), the Quads Alliance expressed concern that it may wrongly imply limits on combining 
passive and targeted surveillance, thereby conflicting with Aquatic Code Article 1.4.12. Therefore, it 
proposed amendments to the second paragraph of point 2 b) of Articles 10.3.5. and 10.3.6. to replace 
‘comprises’ with ‘includes’. The Quads Alliance also proposed replacing the sentence ‘In all other cases 
passive surveillance would be insufficiently sensitive to support a self-declaration of freedom from 
disease.’ with ‘Targeted surveillance can supplement passive surveillance as described in Articles 1.4.3. 
and 1.4.12.’ 

Dr Gallardo Lagno agreed to these amendments and presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

Japan expressed support for the adoption of Articles 10.3.5. and 10.3.6. with the amendments proposed 
by Dr Gallardo Lagno in response to the Quads Alliance. 

The United States of America, speaking on behalf of the 33 Members of the Americas region, thanked 
the Commission for taking the concerns of Members into account and proposing modified wording for 
inclusion within Articles 10.3.5. and 10.3.6. on country and zone freedom from infection with 
Gyrodactylus salaris. The Americas region considered that the modification supported consistent 
understanding of country and zone freedom requirements amongst Members. 

The President presented the revised texts, with the aforementioned changes, to the Assembly for 
adoption.  

The revised texts were adopted unanimously. 

297. Article 10.4.9. of Chapter 10.4. ‘Infection with infectious salmon anaemia virus’  

Dr Gallardo Lagno informed the Assembly that Reference Laboratory experts had confirmed the low 
likelihood of early detection of ISAV HPR0. On the basis of this expert input, the Commission agreed 
that a minimum period of two years was appropriate for targeted surveillance and updated the 
assessment of the relevant surveillance periods accordingly. 

Dr Gallardo Lagno noted that the revised texts had been circulated twice for comment.  

Dr Gallardo Lagno presented the revised texts to the Assembly. 
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The President presented the revised texts to the Assembly for adoption.  

The revised texts were adopted unanimously. 

298. Update to the viral names of pathogenic agents for WOAH listed diseases – Aquatic Code  

Dr Gallardo Lagno informed the Assembly that the names used in the Aquatic Code and the Aquatic 
Manual had been revised to align with the nomenclature of the International Committee on Taxonomy 
of Viruses (ICTV). She noted that these updates applied to crustacean disease Chapters 9.3., 9.5., 9.6., 
and 9.8.; fish disease Chapters 10.4., 10.5., 10.6., 10.7., 10.9., 10.10., and 10.11.; and mollusc disease 
Chapter 11.1. She also noted that the chapter on Infection with yellowhead virus genotype 1 
(Chapter 9.10.) had been updated to adopt the same format as other viral disease chapters by removing 
the reference to the Order level. The Commission agreed that these revisions ensured consistency with 
internationally recognised viral taxonomy and improved consistency across the Aquatic Code and 
Aquatic Manual. 

Dr Gallardo Lagno noted that the revised texts had been circulated twice for comment.  

Dr Gallardo Lagno presented the revised texts to the Assembly. 

Chile requested the reinstatement of the term ‘non-pathogenic’ in relation to the HPR0 variant of ISAV, 
highlighting its importance for the understanding of differences in viral variants with respect to 
pathogenicity. 

Estonia, speaking on behalf of the 27 Member States of the EU, supported the revised articles but 
suggested editorial changes to Chapter 9.3. to add the word ‘infectious’ to be in line with changes 
proposed in Chapter 2.2.3. of the Aquatic Manual. 

Norway expressed support for the comment from Chile regarding the reinstatement of ‘non-pathogenic’ 
in the description of HPR0 ISAV. 

Dr Gallardo Lagno agreed to these comments and in Chapter 9.3., proposed to add ‘infectious’ before 
‘decapod iridescent virus 1’ in the title and in Article 9.3.1. She also proposed to reinstate ‘the non-
pathogenic’ before ‘full length highly polymorphic region’ in Article 10.4. 

The President presented the revised texts, with the aforementioned changes, to the Assembly for 
adoption.  

The revised texts were adopted unanimously. 

Manual of Diagnostic Tests for Aquatic Animals 

299. Text proposed for adoption 

Dr Gallardo Lagno indicated that the next part of her presentation would focus on presenting the revised 
texts of the Aquatic Manual that were to be proposed for adoption.  

Dr Gallardo Lagno noted that, in 2019, the Aquatic Animals Commission had commenced the process 
of progressively reformatting the disease-specific chapters of the Aquatic Manual into a new template. 
She noted that all fish and crustacean disease-specific chapters had been revised and adopted 
accordingly, and that the revision of the mollusc disease-specific chapters was underway.  

Dr Gallardo Lagno informed the Assembly that, following receipt of a large number of Member 
comments on the case definitions, the Commission had decided to place ‘[Under study]’ the definitions 
of a suspect case in apparently healthy and in clinically affected animals and the definitions of a 
confirmed case in apparently healthy and in clinically affected animals outlined in Section 6.1. 
‘Apparently healthy animals or animals of unknown health status’ and Section 6.2. ‘Clinically affected 
animals’ for all three mollusc disease chapters proposed for adoption. The Commission would undertake 
an in-depth review of the case definitions of all seven of the mollusc disease chapters at the next meeting 
of the Commission, in September 2026. 
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300. Sections 2.2.1. and 2.2.2. of Chapter 2.2.2. ‘Infection with Aphanomyces astaci (crayfish plague)’ 

Dr Gallardo Lagno informed the Assembly that the list of susceptible species and species with 
incomplete evidence of susceptibility in Sections 2.2.1. and 2.2.2. of Chapter 2.2.2. ‘Infection with 
Aphanomyces astaci (crayfish plague)’ had been revised in line with recommendations proposed by the 
ad hoc Group on Susceptibility of Crustacean Species to WOAH Listed Diseases (as per Annex 18 of 
Doc. 93GS/Tech-07). Dr Gallardo Lagno reported that the Aquatic Animals Commission had reviewed 
the Group’s comprehensive report, had agreed to apply Article 1.5.9. on listing susceptible species at 
the genus level and had endorsed amendments to Article 9.2.2. to reflect the ad hoc Group’s 
recommendations, including listing Faxonius spp. and Procambarus spp. at the genus level and 
confirming susceptibility in three Faxonius spp.  

Dr Gallardo Lagno noted that the revised texts have been circulated twice for comment.  

Dr Gallardo Lagno explained that, in the commenting period before the General Session, Canada had 
requested to delete the line “Austropotamobius torrentium” [scientific name] and “stone crayfish” 
[common name] from the table in Section 2.2.2. ‘Species with incomplete evidence for susceptibility’ of 
species for which there is incomplete evidence to fulfil the criteria for listing as susceptible to infection 
with A. astaci according to Chapter 1.5. of the Aquatic Code, as the table in Section 2.2.1 ‘Susceptible 
host species’ lists “Austropotamobius spp.” 

Korea (Rep. of) supported the comment from Canada. 

Cyprus, speaking on behalf of the 27 Member States of the EU, indicated that in general the EU 
supported the adoption of this revised chapter. The EU, however, proposed three editorial changes, 
which had also been sent to WOAH ahead of the General Session.  

Dr Gallardo Lagno agreed to these amendments and presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

The President presented the revised texts to the Assembly for adoption.  

The revised texts were adopted with one abstention (Thailand). 

301. Chapter 2.4.5. ‘Infection with Perkinsus marinus’ 

Dr Gallardo Lagno informed the Assembly that Chapter 2.4.5. ‘Infection with Perkinsus marinus’ had 
been comprehensively revised to update scientific information and had been reformatted to align with 
the new disease chapter template (as per Annex 19 of Doc. 93GS/Tech-07). She stated that the Aquatic 
Animals Commission had worked in close cooperation with a WOAH Reference Laboratory expert. 

Dr Gallardo Lagno noted that the revised text had been circulated twice for comment.  

Dr Gallardo Lagno explained that, in the commenting period before the General Session, the United 
Kingdom had requested to correct the scientific name from “Crassostrea gasar” to “Crassostrea tulipa” 
in Section 2.2.2. ‘Species with incomplete evidence for susceptibility’. The EU and the United Kingdom 
had also requested to replace ‘or’ with ‘and’ before ‘mantle tissue’ in the last sentence of Section 3.2. 
‘Selection of organs or tissues’.  

Korea (Rep. of) appreciated the revision of this chapter and supported its adoption. Korea (Rep. of) 
looked forward to continuing its collaboration with WOAH. 

Denmark, speaking on behalf of the 27 Member States of the EU, indicated that, in general, the EU 
supported the adoption of this revised chapter. The EU noted with appreciation that comments that had 
been submitted before the General Session had been taken into account. Lastly, the EU reiterated the 
importance of aligning the definitions of a confirmed case in apparently healthy animals and of a 
confirmed case in clinically affected animals across all mollusc chapters and welcomed the 
Commission’s commitment to address this issue. 

Dr Gallardo Lagno presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

The President presented the revised text to the Assembly for adoption.  
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The revised texts were adopted unanimously. 

302.  Chapter 2.4.6. ‘Infection with Perkinsus olseni’ 

Dr Gallardo Lagno informed the Assembly that Chapter 2.4.6. ‘Infection with Perkinsus olseni’ had been 
comprehensively revised to update scientific information and had been reformatted to align with the new 
disease chapter template (as per Annex 20 of Doc. 93GS/Tech-07). She stated that the Aquatic Animals 
Commission had worked in close cooperation with a WOAH Reference Laboratory expert. 

Dr Gallardo Lagno noted that the revised text had been circulated three times for comment.  

Dr Gallardo Lagno explained that, in the commenting period before the General Session, the EU had 
requested to add ‘and optionally foot’ to the organs used for histology and add ‘digestive gland’ to the 
organs recommended for PCR to Section 3.2. ‘Selection of organs or tissues’. 

Dr Gallardo Lagno agreed to these amendments and presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

The President presented the revised text to the Assembly for adoption.  

The revised text was adopted unanimously. 

303. Chapter 2.4.6. ‘Infection with Xenohaliotis californiensis’ 

Dr Gallardo Lagno informed the Assembly that Chapter 2.4.7. ‘Infection with Xenohaliotis californiensis’ 
had been comprehensively revised to update scientific information and had been reformatted to align 
with the new disease chapter template (as per Annex 21 of Doc. 93GS/Tech-07). She stated that the 
Aquatic Animals Commission had worked in close cooperation with a WOAH Reference Laboratory 
expert. 

Dr Gallardo Lagno noted that the new chapter had been circulated three times for comment. 

Cyprus, speaking on behalf of the 27 Member States of the EU, indicated that, in general, the EU 
supported the adoption of this revised chapter. The EU noted with appreciation that comments that has 
been submitted before the General Session had been taken into account. Lastly, the EU reiterated the 
importance of aligning the definitions of a confirmed case in apparently healthy animals and of a 
confirmed case in clinically affected animals across all mollusc chapters and welcomed the 
Commission’s commitment to address this issue. 

Dr Gallardo Lagno agreed with Cyprus and explained that the case definitions had been placed on hold. 
She then presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

The President presented the new chapter to the Assembly for adoption.  

The new chapter was adopted unanimously. 

304. Revised scientific names for viral pathogenic agents of WOAH listed diseases 

Dr Gallardo Lagno informed the Assembly that the current names of the viral pathogenic agents listed by 
WOAH and used in the Aquatic Code and the Aquatic Manual had been reviewed against the taxonomy 
used by the ICTV. Of the 18 listed WOAH viral pathogenic agents, 12 needed to be updated: for 
crustaceans – chapters 2.2.3., 2.2.5., 2.2.6., 2.2.7., and 2.2.8.; for fish – chapters 2.3.4., 2.3.5., 2.3.6., 
2.3.8., 2.3.9., and 2.3.10.; and for molluscs – chapter 2.4.1. (as per Annex 22 of Doc. 93GS/Tech-07).  

Dr Gallardo Lagno noted that the revised scientific names had been circulated twice for comment.  

Cyprus, speaking on behalf of the 27 Member States of the EU, indicated that, in general, the EU 
supported the adoption of this revised chapter. The EU, however, proposed an editorial change, namely 
that in Chapter 2.2.3. ‘Infection with infectious decapod iridescent virus 1’, Section 1. ‘Scope’, the word 
“infectious” be added before the words “decapod iridescent virus 1” to be in line with the change 
proposed in the title of the chapter. 
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Norway requested to reinstate the words ‘the non-pathogenic’ before ‘full length highly polymorphic 
region’ in the scope of Chapter 2.3.4. ‘Infection with HPR-deleted or HPR0 infectious salmon anaemia 
virus’. Norway also thanked the Commission for its work, which had greatly contributed to improving the 
applicability of the Aquatic Code and Aquatic Manual to trade measures. 

Dr Gallardo Lagno agreed to these amendments and presented the revised scientific names for viral 
pathogenic agents of WOAH-listed diseases to the Assembly. 

The President presented the revised scientific names for viral pathogenic agents of WOAH-listed 
diseases to the Assembly for adoption.  

The new revised scientific names for viral pathogenic agents of WOAH-listed diseases were adopted 
unanimously. 

305. Reference Centres 

Dr Gallardo Lagno emphasised the important role played by WOAH Reference Centres in supporting the 
scientific excellence and technical capacity of Members. She noted the positive evolution of the network.  

Dr Gallardo Lagno informed the Assembly that the Aquatic Animals Commission had approved the 
application from the Norwegian Veterinary Institute, in Norway, as a new WOAH Reference Laboratory 
for crayfish plague (Aphanomyces astaci) in the Europe region. 

306. Texts circulated for Member comments 

Dr Gallardo Lagno informed the Assembly that 11 annexes had been circulated for comment in the 
Aquatic Animals Commission’s February 2026 report for new or revised texts for the Aquatic Code and 
the Aquatic Manual. 

Dr Gallardo Lagno encouraged Members, as well as international organisations having a cooperation 
agreement with WOAH, to participate in the WOAH standard-setting process through the submission of 
written comments. She reminded the Assembly that reminded the Assembly that the deadline for receiving 
comments for consideration by the Commission at its September 2026 meeting was 3 July 2026.  

307. Work programme 

In her closing remarks, Dr Gallardo Lagno informed the Assembly that at each of its meetings the 
Aquatic Animals Commission had reviewed and updated its work programme, taking into account 
Member and partner comments, Headquarters’ comments, and completed work. Dr Gallardo Lagno 
reminded the Assembly that the work programme provided Members with an overview of current and 
upcoming activities, and she encouraged Members to provide feedback on the work plan.  

308. The Director General emphasised that science lay at the heart of the Organisation and acknowledged 
the valuable contributions made by experts from WOAH Members. She expressed her appreciation to 
the Presidents of the Specialist Commissions, recognising the complexity and responsibility of their role. 
She also extended her gratitude to the experts of the ad hoc Groups, and to all experts from WOAH 
Reference Laboratories and Collaborating Centres, for their dedication, professionalism, and continued 
technical support. 

309. Ecuador congratulated the Aquatic Animal Health Standards Commission for its work and requested the 
strengthening of sanitary measures concerning infectious hypodermal and haematopoietic necrosis 
virus (IHHNV). The Delegate expressed the view that the disease should be removed from the WOAH 
list of notifiable diseases, considering that it no longer had a significant impact on public health or wildlife 
populations. Ecuador also proposed the removal of IHHNV from the list of WOAH-listed diseases. 

310. In response, Dr Gallardo Lagno explained that for this reason, WOAH continued to explore the 
distinction between active and endogenous forms of the virus and convene experts to explore 
appropriate diagnostic options. She further recalled that the delisting of a disease needed to follow the 
established WOAH procedures and criteria. 

311. The Assembly noted the report of the Aquatic Animals Commission. 
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Friday, 22 May 2026 

Third Plenary Session 

Activities of the Specialist Commissions (cont.) 

Biological Standards Commission 
(93GS Tech-08) 

312. Prof. Emmanuel Couacy-Hymann, President of the Biological Standards Commission, reported on the 
work of the Commission since the previous General Session. The Commission had met twice: from 8 to 
12 September 2025 and from 2 to 6 February 2026. He expressed his gratitude to the members of the 
Biological Standards Commission, Prof. Ann Cullinane (Vice-President), Dr. Chris Oura (Vice-
President), Dr. Satoko Kawaji (member),  Dr. Joseph O’Keefe (member), and Dr. Donald King (member), 
for their exemplary service, scientific excellence, and steadfast commitment to advancing the work of 
the Commission, including inter-session activities, and representation of the Commission at regional 
and international meetings.”  

313. Prof. Couacy-Hymann thanked the other Members of the Commission. Appreciation was expressed for 
the contribution of the other regular participant, Dr John Pasick, Consultant Editor of the Terrestrial 
Manual, as well as specialist contributions by WOAH experts from Reference Laboratories and 
Collaborating Centres, and others. Lastly, Prof. Couacy-Hymann commended the staff of the Science 
and Disease Management Department for their support for the work of the Commission. 

314. Prof. Couacy-Hymann reminded the Assembly that the second round of commenting had given 
Members the opportunity to review the version of the Terrestrial Manual chapters that would be 
proposed for adoption. He explained that while Members’ approval was being sought, any comments 
should be either editorial, which would be taken into account as silent changes and not detailed in the 
resolution, or essential, fundamental corrections/amendments that absolutely needed to be made before 
the chapter could be adopted and published. Any other, non-essential comments would be kept on file 
and addressed when the chapter was next updated. 

Manual of Diagnostic Tests and Vaccines for Terrestrial Animals 

315. Prof. Couacy-Hymann informed Delegates that, in March 2026, 17 chapters of the Terrestrial Manual 
that had been reviewed and approved by the Biological Standards Commission for circulation to 
Members had been made available as annexes to the February 2026 report, which could be found both 
on the Delegates’ website and on the Commission’s webpage of the WOAH public website, for 
consultation. He also pointed out that the revised chapters to be proposed for adoption were also 
presented in Doc. 93 GS/Tech-08. All the chapters had been sent for two rounds of comment. 

316. Texts proposed for adoption 

Prof. Couacy-Hymann presented the revised texts of the Terrestrial Manual that were to be proposed 

for adoption.  

Sweden, speaking on behalf of the 27 Member States of the EU, commended the Commission for its 

essential work and its continued efforts to update the Terrestrial Manual. Regarding the draft chapters 

of the Terrestrial Manual being proposed for adoption this year, the EU thanked the Commission for 

having considered most of its previous comments. The EU also thanked the Commission for the detailed 

responses provided to the comments and suggestions it had submitted. Finally, the EU fully supported 

the adoption of all the revised Terrestrial Manual chapters proposed for adoption. 

  

https://www.woah.org/en/document/gs93-tech-08-biological-commission/
https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2024/10/202409-bsc-report-sept-public-md.pdf
https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2024/10/202409-bsc-report-sept-public-md.pdf
https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2025/03/a-bsc-report-feb-2025-pub-2.pdf
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317. Chapter 1.1.2. ‘Collection, submission and storage of diagnostic specimens’ 

Prof. Couacy-Hymann reported that Chapter 1.1.2. ‘Collection, submission and storage of diagnostic 

specimens’ had been moderately revised. The Commission had worked in close cooperation with the 

WOAH Working Group on Wildlife. 

Prof. Couacy-Hymann presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

The President presented the revised text to the Assembly for adoption.  

The revised text was adopted unanimously. 

318. Chapter 1.1.3. ‘Transport of biological materials’ 

Prof. Couacy-Hymann reported that Chapter 1.1.3. ‘Transport of biological materials’ had been 

minimally revised. The Commission had worked in close cooperation with a WOAH Member following a 

request to include guidance on vaccine cold chain management. 

Prof. Couacy-Hymann explained that, in the commenting period before the General Session, AU-IBAR 

had proposed to add a new Section D. ‘Required documentation’. The new Section states:  

‘The following are the documents required for shipping of infectious substances: 

• Shipper’s Declaration for Dangerous Goods (SDGS); 

• Air Waybill; 

• Packing list (enclosed between the secondary and outer packaging): number of packages, detail of 
contents, quantity and volume of contents; 

• Customs invoice (for customs purposes with a minimal value if items are supplied free of charge). 

The required documents vary depending on the classification of infectious substances. The shipper’s 

declaration for dangerous goods is MANDATORY for the shipment of infectious substances, category 

A. Shippers are required to prepare the SDGS form certifying that the shipment has been packed, 

labelled and declared according to international regulations.’ 

Prof. Couacy-Hymann agreed to these amendments and presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

The President presented the revised text to the Assembly for adoption.  

The revised text was adopted unanimously. 

319. Chapter 3.1.8. ‘Foot and mouth disease (infection with foot and mouth disease virus)’ appendices 
only 

Prof. Couacy-Hymann reported that Chapter 3.1.8. ‘Foot and mouth disease (infection with foot and 

mouth disease virus)’ had been minimally revised by adding six appendices justifying the choice of 

assays and their ratings given in Table 1 ‘Test methods available for the diagnosis of FMD and their 

purpose’. The Commission had worked in close cooperation with experts from the Reference Laboratory 

network. 

Prof. Couacy-Hymann presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

The President presented the revised text to the Assembly for adoption. 

The revised text was adopted unanimously. 
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320. Chapter 3.1.11. ‘Leishmaniosis’ 

Prof. Couacy-Hymann reported that Chapter 3.1.11. ‘Leishmaniosis’ had been extensively revised. The 

Commission had worked in close cooperation with the expert from the WOAH Reference Laboratory for 

leishmaniosis. 

Prof. Couacy-Hymann presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

The President presented the revised text to the Assembly for adoption.  

The revised text was adopted unanimously. 

321. Chapter 3.1.17. ‘Paratuberculosis (Johne’s disease)’ 

Prof. Couacy-Hymann reported that Chapter 3.1.17. ‘Paratuberculosis (Johne’s disease)’ had been 

moderately revised. The Commission had worked in close cooperation with experts from the WOAH 

Reference Laboratories for paratuberculosis.  

Prof. Couacy-Hymann presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

The President presented the revised text to the Assembly for adoption.  

The revised text was adopted unanimously. 

322. Chapter 3.3.3. ‘Avian infectious laryngotracheitis’ 

Prof. Couacy-Hymann reported that Chapter 3.3.3. ‘Avian infectious laryngotracheitis’ had been 

minimally revised. The Commission had worked in close cooperation with a subject matter expert.  

Prof. Couacy-Hymann presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

The President presented the revised text to the Assembly for adoption.  

The revised text was adopted unanimously. 

323. Chapter 3.3.5. ‘Avian mycoplasmosis (Mycoplasma gallisepticum, M. synoviae)’ 

Prof. Couacy-Hymann reported that Chapter 3.3.5. ‘Avian mycoplasmosis (Mycoplasma gallisepticum, 

M. synoviae)’ had been moderately revised. The Commission had worked in close cooperation with 

experts from the WOAH Reference Laboratory for avian mycoplasmosis (Mycoplasma gallisepticum, 

M. synoviae).  

Prof. Couacy-Hymann presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

The President presented the revised text to the Assembly for adoption.  

The revised text was adopted unanimously. 

324. Chapter 3.3.7. ‘Fowl typhoid and Pullorum disease’ 

Prof. Couacy-Hymann reported that Chapter 3.3.7. ‘Fowl typhoid and Pullorum disease’ had been 

moderately revised. The Commission had worked in close cooperation with experts from the WOAH 

Reference Laboratories for salmonellosis. 

Prof. Couacy-Hymann presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

The President presented the revised text to the Assembly for adoption.  

The revised text was adopted unanimously. 
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325. Chapter 3.4.4. ‘Bovine genital campylobacteriosis’ 

Prof. Couacy-Hymann reported that Chapter 3.4.4. ‘Bovine genital campylobacteriosis’ had been 

moderately revised. The Commission had worked in close cooperation with experts from the WOAH 

Reference Laboratory for bovine genital campylobacteriosis. 

Prof. Couacy-Hymann presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

The President presented the revised text to the Assembly for adoption.  

The revised text was adopted unanimously. 

326. Chapter 3.4.10. ‘Haemorrhagic septicaemia (Pasteurella multocida serotypes 6:b and 6:e)’ 

Prof. Couacy-Hymann reported that Chapter 3.4.10.‘Haemorrhagic septicaemia (Pasteurella multocida 

serotypes 6:b and 6:e)’ had been moderately revised. The Commission had worked in close cooperation 

with a subject matter expert. 

Prof. Couacy-Hymann explained that in the commenting period before the General Session, AU-IBAR 

had proposed to add a new sentence to Section A. ‘Introduction’ after the third sentence that states: ‘HS 

is caused by Pasteurella multocida, a Gram-negative coccobacillus that is serologically classified into 

five serogroups: A, B, D, E, and F according to the composition of the polysaccharide capsule, and 16 

lipopolysaccharides (LPS) serovars (1–16).’, and in the following sentence to replace ‘The disease is 

caused by Pasteurella multocida, a Gram-negative coccobacillus residing’ with ‘The bacterium resides’. 

Prof. Couacy-Hymann agreed to these amendments and presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

The President presented the revised text to the Assembly for adoption.  

The revised text was adopted unanimously. 

327. Chapter 3.4.11. ‘Infectious bovine rhinotracheitis/infectious pustular vulvovaginitis’ 

Prof. Couacy-Hymann reported that Chapter 3.4.11. ‘Infectious bovine rhinotracheitis/infectious pustular 

vulvovaginitis’ had been moderately revised. The Commission had worked in close cooperation with 

experts from the WOAH Reference Laboratories for infectious bovine rhinotracheitis/infectious pustular 

vulvovaginitis. 

Prof. Couacy-Hymann presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

The President presented the revised text to the Assembly for adoption.  

The revised text was adopted unanimously. 

328. Chapter 3.5.1. ‘Camelpox’ 

Prof. Couacy-Hymann reported that Chapter 3.5.1. ‘Camelpox’ had been minimally revised. The 

Commission had worked in close cooperation with experts from the WOAH Reference Laboratory for 

camelpox. 

Prof. Couacy-Hymann presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

The President presented the revised text to the Assembly for adoption.  

The revised text was adopted unanimously. 
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329. Chapter 3.6.4. ‘Equine encephalomyelitis (Eastern, Western and Venezuelan)’ 

Prof. Couacy-Hymann reported that Chapter 3.6.4. ‘Equine encephalomyelitis (Eastern, Western and 

Venezuelan)’ had been extensively revised. The Commission had worked in close cooperation with a 

subject matter expert. 

Prof. Couacy-Hymann presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

The President presented the revised text to the Assembly for adoption.  

The revised text was adopted unanimously. 

330. Chapter 3.6.6. ‘Equine influenza (infection with equine influenza virus)’ 

Prof. Couacy-Hymann reported that Chapter 3.6.6. ‘Equine influenza (infection with equine influenza 

virus)’ had been extensively revised. The Commission had worked in close cooperation with experts 

from the WOAH Reference Laboratories for equine influenza. 

Prof. Couacy-Hymann presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

The President presented the revised text to the Assembly for adoption.  

The revised text was adopted unanimously. 

331. Chapter 3.6.10. ‘Glanders and melioidosis’ 

Prof. Couacy-Hymann reported that Chapter 3.6.10. ‘Glanders and melioidosis’ had been extensively 

revised. The Commission had worked in close cooperation with experts from the WOAH Reference 

Laboratories for glanders. 

Prof. Couacy-Hymann explained that in the commenting period before the General Session, Canada 

had proposed to add to Section B.2.3.2 ‘PCR assays for B. mallei detection’ “or molecular biomarkers 

located within stable regions” after “The use of multiple PCR systems” and include the Reference 

Charron et al., 2023 at the end of the sentence (Charron P., Gao R., Chmara J., Hoover E., Nadin-Davis 

S., Chauvin D., Hazelwood J., Makondo K., Duceppe M.O. & Kang M. [2023]. Influence of genomic 

variations on glanders serodiagnostic antigens using integrative genomic and transcriptomic 

approaches. Front. Vet. Sci., 10, 1217135. doi: 10.3389/fvets.2023.1217135). 

The United States of America had also proposed to add a new paragraph to Section B.3.3. ‘Immunoblot 

assays’ stating: ‘A procedurally similar chemiluminescent immunoblot assay that performs comparably 

to the validated colorimetric assay was developed and offers benefits of decreased time-to-result and 

greater ease of interpretation (Grause et al., 2024).’ (Grause J.F., Elschner M.C., Ledesma N.A. & 

Murphy G. [2024]. Development and validation of a chemiluminescent western blot assay for glanders 

[Burkholderia mallei] serodetection. J. Vet. Diagn. Invest., 36, 283–286. PMC10929638.) 

Prof. Couacy-Hymann agreed to these amendments and presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

The President presented the revised text to the Assembly for adoption.  

The revised text was adopted unanimously. 

332. Chapter 3.8.3. ‘Contagious agalactia’ 

Prof. Couacy-Hymann reported that Chapter 3.8.3. ‘Contagious agalactia’ had been moderately revised. 

The Commission had worked in close cooperation with experts from the WOAH Reference Laboratory 

for contagious agalactia. 

Prof. Couacy-Hymann presented the revised text to the Assembly. 
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The President presented the revised text to the Assembly for adoption.  

The revised text was adopted unanimously. 

333. Chapter 3.10.2. ‘Cysticercosis (including infection with Taenia solium)’ 

Prof. Couacy-Hymann reported that Chapter 3.10.2. Cysticercosis (including infection with Taenia 

solium)’ had been minimally revised. The Commission had worked in close cooperation with subject 

matter experts. 

Prof. Couacy-Hymann presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

The President presented the revised text to the Assembly for adoption.  

The revised text was adopted unanimously. 

334. Dr Montserrat Arroyo, thanked Prof. Couacy-Hymann and explained to the Assembly that there have 
been no comments and no objections due to work of the Commission in addressing the second-round 
comments on the February report in consultation with the network of expertise in the Reference Centre. 
She thanked the network and the Commission for its incredible work in streamlining the standard-setting 
process. 

335. Liaison with other Commissions 

Prof. Couacy-Hymann stated that the Biological Standards Commission had provided advice on a 

number of topics requested by the Code Commission. He also noted that the Commission had held a 

joint meeting with the Aquatic Animals Commission to share information and explore areas of common 

interest and ways of working together. 

336. WOAH Reference Centres 

Prof. Couacy-Hymann indicated that the draft Resolution relating to WOAH Reference Laboratories had 

been presented for adoption by the Assembly following the adapted procedure before the General 

Session, with the results having been obtained through the electronic voting process. The Resolution 

on the newly designated Collaborating Centres would be presented during the Fourth Plenary Session. 

During the year, a number of nominations for replacement experts had been evaluated by the 

Commission and endorsed by the Council on behalf of the Assembly. Prof. Couacy-Hymann reminded 

the Delegates of the Commission’s expectations regarding nominees: the designated expert, 

responsible to WOAH and its Members with regard to the disease in question, should be a leading and 

active researcher helping the Reference Laboratory to provide scientific and technical assistance and 

expert advice on topics linked to diagnosis and control of the disease for which the Reference Laboratory 

is responsible. 

337. Sweden, speaking on behalf of the 27 Member States of the EU, commended the Commission for its 
essential work and its continued efforts to update the Terrestrial Manual. Regarding the draft chapters 
of the Terrestrial Manual being proposed for adoption this year, the EU thanked the Commission for 
having considered most of its previous comments. The EU also thanked the Commission for the detailed 
responses provided to the comments and suggestions it had submitted. She recognised the 
extraordinary career of Ms Sara Linnane for unwavering effort, exceptional professionalism and 
dedication, that shaped the quality of the WOAH Manuals and the network of over 350 designated 
Reference Centres. Finally, the EU fully supported the adoption of all the revised Terrestrial Manual 
chapters proposed for adoption. 

338. Kenya, speaking on behalf of the 55 Member States of the African Union, expressed its sincere 
appreciation to the President of the Biological Standards Commission for the comprehensive report 
presented to the Assembly and for the continued efforts to strengthen international standards. The 
African Union recognised the significant work undertaken to update the Terrestrial Manual and once 
again thanked the President and the Commission for their dedication and commitment. 
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339. Australia thanked the Biological Standards Commission, the Secretariat and the President for the work 
carried out and for the detailed consideration given to the comments submitted by Members. Australia 
also expressed its support for the Commission’s ongoing work on leishmaniosis and indicated its 
willingness to continue contributing to this work. 

340. The President of WOAH noted that the positive comments received by the Commission were well 
deserved and expressed its appreciation for the considerable work and efforts undertaken by the 
Commission and its experts. 

341. The Assembly noted the Report of the Biological Standards Commission. 

Results of technical resolutions adopted electronically 

342. From 16 to 19 May 2026, WOAH Delegates were invited to adopt some administrative and technical 
resolutions. A remote voting system was deployed to allow Delegates to securely cast their votes 
electronically. The following resolutions were proposed for adoption during this period. 

343. The President certified that, since 108 Delegates had voted during the online procedure, the quorum 
had been reached (93 required). 

344. The President divulged the results of the voting on the technical resolutions that had been proposed for 
adoption before the General Session. 

RESO TITLE YES NO ABS RESULTS 

No. 20 
93 GS/Res-20: Endorsement of Official Control Programmes for Foot and Mouth 
Disease of Members 

106 1 1 ADOPTED 

No. 21 
93 GS/Res-21: Recognition of the Contagious Bovine Pleuropneumonia Status of 
Members 

106 1 1 ADOPTED 

No. 22 
93 GS/Res-22: Endorsement of Official Control Programmes for Contagious Bovine 
Pleuropneumonia of Members 

108 0 0 ADOPTED 

No. 23 
93 GS/Res-23: Recognition of the Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy Risk Status 
of Members 

106 0 2 ADOPTED 

No. 24 93 GS/Res-24: Recognition of the African Horse Sickness Status of Members 107 0 1 ADOPTED 

No. 25 93 GS/Res-25: Recognition of the Peste des Petits Ruminants Status of Members 108 0 0 ADOPTED 

No. 26 93 GS/Res-26: Recognition of the Classical Swine Fever Status of Members 106 0 2 ADOPTED 

No. 27 
93 GS/Res-27: Endorsement of Official Control Programmes for dog-mediated 
rabies of Members 

108 0 0 ADOPTED 

No. 28 
93 GS/Res-28: Designation of Facilities Holding Rinderpest Virus Containing 
Material to Maintain Global Freedom from Rinderpest 

104 0 4 ADOPTED 

No. 33 
93 GS/Res-33: Designation of WOAH Reference Laboratories for aquatic and 
terrestrial animal diseases 

107 0 1 ADOPTED 

Distribution of animal health status certificates 

345. Mr Kevin Isaacs Kawi, of WOAH’s Publications and Documentation Unit, served as Master of Ceremony 
for the Distribution of animal health status certificates Ceremony. 

346. The Master of Ceremony highlighted that WOAH’s official recognition of animal health status serves as 
a clear indication of Members’ compliance with international standards and the strength and reliability 
of their Veterinary Services. He underscored that such recognition facilitates safe movement of animals 
and animal products across borders and acts as a bridge to regional and global trade within the WTO 
framework, thereby supporting market access. He also added that these benefits create tangible 
opportunities for economic growth, while reinforcing confidence in Members’ animal health systems.  
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347. Six Members hereafter listed were awarded a certificate from WOAH for their newly recognised animal 
health status: Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Kazakhstan, Sri Lanka and Türkiye (Rep. of). Malawi, Saudi 
Arabia and Zimbabwe were awarded a certificate for WOAH endorsement of their official control 
programmes for dog-mediated rabies. 

348. The President congratulated Members that had been granted a new status or had their official control 
programmes endorsed by the Assembly. 

Designation of Facilities Holding Rinderpest Virus Containing Material 
to Maintain Global Freedom from Rinderpest  

349. The President praised the efforts made by India and the United Kingdom in the sequestration and 
destruction of rinderpest virus containing materials, thereby contributing to the implementation of the 
provisions of the Biological Weapons Convention. The two Members were awarded certificates for these 
efforts. 

 350. The Master of Ceremony noted that India had received Rinderpest Holding Facility Category B designation 
and would engage in a pathway to progressively reduce its inventory of rinderpest virus containing 
materials, and that the United Kingdom had destroyed all wild-type rinderpest virus containing materials. 

Fourth Plenary Session 

WOAH Tailored Support to Members 

351. Dr Baba Soumaré, WOAH Deputy Director General ‘Global Frameworks and Capacity Building’, 
introduced the session on how WOAH tailors support to WOAH Members for resilient Animal Health 
Systems. Dr Soumaré highlighted WOAH’s strategic transformation and integrated approach to support 
Members in building resilient animal health systems in an increasingly complex global health context. 
He stressed the critical role of robust and well-governed Veterinary Services as the foundation for global 
health security, safe trade, and sustainable development. He outlined WOAH’s evolved, integrated offer 
to Members, combining capacity-building, science, technical expertise, preparedness, and partnerships 
into a coherent framework aligned with its strategic orientations. 

352. During the round table discussion, Dr Pious Makaka (Delegate of Zimbabwe), Dr Somatie Inderdeo 
(Delegate of Bahamas),Dr Anna Wong (WOAH Collaborating Centre on wildlife trade and wildlife health, 
Singapore), Dr Eisabeth Dibongue (Prezode) and Dr Junxia Song (Chief, One Health and Disease 
Control, FAO) exchanged views on priorities, challenges, and ways to enhance WOAH support to its 
Members.  

353. The session illustrated how different components of WOAH’s work, including science, standards, 
preparedness, One Health, global frameworks, and capacity building come together to better support 
Members in developing resilient and sustainable Veterinary Services. The need for translation of science 
into policy, based on lessons learned and operational realities at the One Health interface and for 
concrete actions to build future-ready Veterinary Services was emphasised. The role of WOAH as a 
practical broker of science to facilitate easy access to expertise through its trusted platforms and 
scientific authority was well noted. 

Regional Activities Highlights 

354. The 2026 Regional Activities Highlights session was held on the theme ‘Strengthening Veterinary 
Services Worldwide: The Role of WOAH Regional Offices in supporting Members’. The session 
highlighted the critical role played by WOAH Regional and Sub-Regional Representations in translating 
WOAH’s missions, standards, and global frameworks into practical and operational support adapted to 
regional contexts and Members’s priorities. Through a dynamic panel discussion bringing together the 
five WOAH regions, participants explored how regional cooperation and coordination contributed to 
strengthening Veterinary Services, enhancing preparedness and supporting Members in addressing 
shared animal health challenges.  
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355. The panellists, Dr Moetapele Letshwenyo (Africa), Dr Francisco D’Alessio (Americas), Dr Tomoko 
Ishibashi (Asia and the Pacific), Dr Budimir Plavsic (Europe), and Dr Ahmad Al Majali (Middle East), 
presented complementary regional perspectives illustrating the interconnected components required for 
resilient and effective Veterinary Services. Discussions highlighted regional experiences and good 
practices in strengthening early warning systems and transparency in Asia and the Pacific, promoting 
Members’ active engagement in the implementation of standards in the Americas, enhancing regional 
coordination for disease control programmes in Africa, reinforcing preparedness and coordinated 
emergency response capacities in Europe, and fostering trusted and resilient animal health systems in 
the Middle East.  

356. An interactive Q&A session with Delegates further explored the importance of regional and interregional 
cooperation, information sharing, standards implementation, and preparedness, coordination and trust 
in supporting Members and addressing animal health challenges. During the session, Delegates 
highlighted that all these elements were strongly interconnected and equally important in strengthening 
Veterinary Services. Communication and dialogue between Members were also identified as essential 
to maintaining trust and engagement during difficult or rapidly evolving situations. Panellists shared 
concrete regional examples of crisis management and support mechanisms, while underlining the 
importance of interregional collaboration and the diversity of regional experiences as a key strength for 
the Organisation. Active engagement in the standard setting process was also identified as a common 
challenge across all regions.  

357. In his closing remarks, Dr François Caya highlighted the Assembly’s recognition of the REMESA 
regional cooperation mechanism as a concrete example of the importance of collaboration and solidarity 
among Members in advancing animal health and animal welfare priorities. He also underlined the 
strategic role of WOAH’s regional offices in supporting Members, including in the implementation of the 
newly adopted Strategic Plan and its future regional roadmaps. 

Activities of the WOAH Regional Commissions 
(93GS Adm-11 and 93GS Adm-12) 

358. The President reminded participants that the meetings of the WOAH Regional Commissions had been 
held in two sessions, a virtual session during the week of 4 May 2026, followed by an in-person session 
held simultaneously for each of the WOAH Regional Commissions, at the CNIT, Paris, on Monday, 
18 May 2026 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. CEST. 

359. Participants included Members of each Regional Commission, representatives of international and 
regional organisations, and staff from WOAH regional offices and the Headquarters. Discussions 
focused on key regional and institutional priorities, including outcomes of Regional Conferences, the 
selection of technical items and strategic topics of regional interest, updates on major regional initiatives 
and cooperation frameworks, as well as presentations on the proposed 8th Strategic Plan and ongoing 
governance review process ahead of their consideration by the Assembly. The meetings also provided 
an opportunity for Members to exchange views on regional priorities, strengthen coordination within 
each region, and discuss matters related to the Organisation’s governance and future strategic 
directions. Closed sessions were held during the meetings of the Regional Commissions for Africa, the 
Americas, and Asia and the Pacific, enabling Delegates to discuss candidatures for the partial elections 
scheduled on Wednesday 20 May 2026. The report of these meetings had been made available on the 
General Session website (93GS Adm-12). 

360. The President also reminded participants that the recommendations adopted during the Conferences of 
the Regional Commissions held since June 2025, namely the 34th Conference of the Regional 
Commission for Asia and the Pacific, held in Jakarta, Indonesia, from 22 to 25 September 2025, the 
18th Conference of the Regional Commission for the Middle East, held in Larnaca, Cyprus, from 24 to 
28 November 2025 had been made available on the General Session website a few weeks before the 
General Session (93GS Adm-11). 

361. The President then invited comments from the Assembly. 

  

https://www.woah.org/en/document/93gs-adm-11-recommendations-of-the-conferences-of-the-regional-commissions-organised-since-1st-june-2025/
https://www.woah.org/en/document/93gs-adm-12-en-regional-commissions/
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362. As no comments were raised, the President confirmed that the Assembly had taken note of the reports 
of the meetings of the Regional Commissions and had endorsed the recommendations adopted during 
the 34th Conference of the Regional Commission for Asia and the Pacific, and the 18th Conference of 
the Regional Commission for the Middle East. 

Adoption of Resolutions drafted during plenary sessions 

Adoption of Draft Resolution No. 29 

Amendments to the WOAH Aquatic Animal Health Code 

363.  The President submitted the Draft Resolution No. 29 for adoption. There were no objections, 
abstentions, or requests to take the floor. The Resolution was adopted unanimously. The text appears 
under Resolution No. 29 at the end of this report. 

Adoption of Draft Resolution No. 30 

Amendments to the WOAH Manual of Diagnostic Tests for Aquatic Animals 

364.  The President submitted the Draft Resolution No. 30 for adoption. There were no objections, 
abstentions, or requests to take the floor. The Resolution was adopted unanimously. The text appears 
under Resolution No. 30 at the end of this report. 

Adoption of Draft Resolution No. 31:  

Amendments to the WOAH Terrestrial Animal Health Code 

365. The President submitted Draft Resolution No. 31 for adoption. There were no objections, abstentions, 
or requests to take the floor. The Resolution was adopted unanimously. The text appears under 
Resolution No. 31 at the end of this report. 

Adoption of Draft Resolution No. 32 

Amendments to the WOAH Manual of Diagnostic Tests and Vaccines for Terrestrial Animals 

366.  The President submitted the Draft Resolution No. 32 for adoption. There were no objections, 
abstentions, or requests to take the floor. The Resolution was adopted unanimously. The text appears 
under Resolution No. 32 at the end of this report. 

Adoption of Draft Resolution No. 34 

Designation of WOAH Collaborating Centres 

367.  The President submitted the Draft Resolution No. 34 for adoption. There were no objections, 
abstentions, or requests to take the floor. The Resolution was adopted unanimously. The text appears 
under Resolution No. 34 at the end of this report. 

Adoption of Draft Resolution No. 35 

Investing in Animal Health to Secure Everyone’s Future 

368. The President submitted the Draft Resolution No. 35 for adoption. There were no objections, 
abstentions, or requests to take the floor. The Resolution was adopted unanimously. The text appears 
under Resolution No. 35 at the end of this report. 
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Dates and venue of the 94th General Session 

369. The Assembly was informed that the 94th General Session of WOAH would take place from 24 to 
28 May 2027 at the CNIT Forest in Paris, France. 

Closing Ceremony 

370. The President thanked the Delegates, the Rapporteurs and the other participants for the quality of the 
debates. She congratulated the Director General, the staff of the Headquarters and Regional and 
Sub-Regional Representations, the translators and the technicians for the outstanding organisation of 
the General Session. 

371. She invited the Delegates to attend the 94th General Session in May 2027. 

_________________ 

.../Resolutions/Regional Commission Reports 
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List of Resolutions  

Administrative Resolutions  

No. 1 Approval of the Director General’s Report on 2025 WOAH Activities 

No. 2 Approval of the Director General’s Report on 2025 WOAH Management, Activities and 
Administrative Work 

No. 3 WOAH Eighth Strategic Plan for the Period 2027–2031 

No. 4 Recommendations and Updates to the Work Programme Timelines of the WOAH 
Governance Review Committee 

No. 5 Formal Recognition of the Mediterranean Animal Health Network (REMESA) 

No. 6 Memorandum of Understanding between the World Organisation for Animal Health 
(WOAH) and the Global Alliance for Livestock Veterinary Medicines (GALVmed) 

No. 7 Memorandum of Understanding between the World Organisation for Animal Health 
(WOAH) and the International Meat Secretariat (IMS) 

No. 8 Memorandum of Understanding between the World Organisation for Animal Health 
(WOAH) and the World Bank Group (WBG) 

No. 9 Memorandum of Understanding between the World Organisation for Animal Health 
(WOAH) and the Wildlife Disease Association (WDA) 

No. 10 Procedure Applicable by Derogation to the Election of a Council Member during the 
93rd General Session 

 

Financial Resolutions  

No. 11 Acknowledgement of the contributions of Members and Partners through voluntary 
funding, support for WOAH meetings, and the provision of personnel 

No. 12 Approval of the 2025 Financial Report (1 January to 31 December 2025) 

No. 13 Approval of 2026 Adjusted Regular Budget 

No. 14 WOAH Budgetary Income and Expenses for the 101st Financial Year and associated 
Work Programme (1 January to 31 December 2027) 

No. 15 Member statutory contributions to WOAH for the 2027 Financial Year 

No. 16 Appointment of the External Auditor 

No. 17 Amendment of the Provisions in Chapter VI, Article 60.2-c of the Staff Regulations 

 

Technical Resolutions  

No. 18 Updated Global Action Plan on Antimicrobial Resistance 2026–2036 

No. 19 Recognition of the Foot and Mouth Disease Status of Members 

No. 20 Endorsement of Official Control Programmes for Foot and Mouth Disease of Members 

No. 21 Recognition of the Contagious Bovine Pleuropneumonia Status of Members 

No. 22 Endorsement of Official Control Programmes for Contagious Bovine Pleuropneumonia 
of Members 

No. 23 Recognition of the Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy Risk Status of Members 

No. 24 Recognition of the African Horse Sickness Status of Members 

No. 25 Recognition of the Peste des Petits Ruminants Status of Members 
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No. 26 Recognition of the Classical Swine Fever Status of Members 

No. 27 Endorsement of Official Control Programmes for Dog-Mediated Rabies of Members 

No. 28 Designation of Facilities Holding Rinderpest Virus Containing Material to Maintain 
Global Freedom from Rinderpest 

No. 29 Amendments to the WOAH Aquatic Animal Health Code 

No. 30 Amendments to the WOAH Manual of Diagnostic Tests for Aquatic Animals 

No. 31 Amendments to the WOAH Terrestrial Animal Health Code 

No. 32 Amendments to the WOAH Manual of Diagnostic Tests and Vaccines for Terrestrial 
Animals 

No. 33 Designation of WOAH Reference Laboratories for Aquatic and Terrestrial Animal 
Diseases 

No. 34 Designation of WOAH Collaborating Centres 

No. 35 Investing in Animal Health to Secure Everyone’s Future 

 

_______________ 
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RESOLUTION No. 1 

Approval of the Director General’s Report on 2025 WOAH Activities 

In accordance with Article 6 of the Organic Rules of the Organisation, 

THE ASSEMBLY 

RESOLVES 

1. To approve the Director General’s Report on 2025 WOAH Activities (93GS Adm-02). 

_______________ 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 20 May 2026  
in view of an entry into force on 21 May 2026)  
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RESOLUTION No. 2  

Approval of the Director General’s Report on 2025 WOAH Management,  
Activities and Administrative Work 

In accordance with Article 6 of the Organic Rules of the Organisation, 

THE ASSEMBLY  

RESOLVES  

1. To approve the Director General’s Report on 2025 WOAH Management, Activities and Administrative 
Work (93 GS Adm-03).  

_______________ 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 20 May 2026  
in view of an entry into force on 21 May 2026)  
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RESOLUTION No. 3 

WOAH Eighth Strategic Plan for the Period 2027–2031  

CONSIDERING  

The document 93GS Adm-04 that introduces the draft 8th Strategic Plan of WOAH, established for the  
2027-2031 period, 

THE ASSEMBLY  

DECIDES 

To approve the 8th Strategic Plan of WOAH.  

REQUESTS 

The Director General to prepare annual work programmes, based on the guidelines of this 8th Strategic  

Plan, with the corresponding budgets and contribution mechanisms, which will be submitted every year  

to the approval of the Assembly. 

______________ 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 20 May 2026  
in view of an entry into force on 1 January 2027) 

  



Final Report of the 93rd General Session – Paris, May 2026 68 

RESOLUTION No. 4 

Recommendations and Updates to the Work Programme Timelines of the  
WOAH Governance Review Committee  

CONSIDERING THAT  

1. The World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH) World Assembly of Delegates (Assembly) in 
Resolution No. 12 (2024) decided that the Director General would establish the Governance Review 
Committee to carry out further work to revise the Organisation’s Basic Texts to secure WOAH’s ability 
to deliver its mandate efficiently, effectively, and sustainably into the future, 

2. The Terms of Reference of the Governance Review Committee provide that the Committee would serve 
in an advisory, consensus building capacity to make recommendations to the Assembly on revisions to 
the Basic Texts, and that, in this capacity, the Governance Review Committee submitted initial 
recommendations for the Assembly’s consideration at the 92nd General Session (2025) (92GS/Adm-
06),  

3. The Assembly in Resolution No. 5 (2025) took note of the Governance Review Committee’s initial 
recommendations and work programme, under which the Governance Review Committee expected to 
submit a package of recommended changes to WOAH’s governance arrangements to the Assembly at 
the 93rd General Session (2026) (‘Phase 1’) and, based on the Assembly’s decisions, submit a package 
of changes to WOAH’s Basic Texts and legal framework for the Assembly’s consideration at the 94th 
General Session (2027) (‘Phase 2’), 

4. The Assembly in Resolution No. 5 (2025) decided that certain proposals supporting revisions to the 
Basic Texts would be reviewed and, subject to the conclusions of the Governance Review Committee, 
developed with a view to submission for the Assembly’s consideration at the 93rd General Session 
(2026), 

5. The Organisation’s Eighth Strategic Plan recognises the work of the Governance Review Committee, 
together with the implementation of the Assembly’s decisions on updates to WOAH’s institutional, 
technical, and financial governance, as strategic enablers for achieving the Organisation’s objectives, 

6. The Governance Review Committee has engaged with WOAH Members from all five (5) Regions to 
regularly inform them of and to enable them to provide input on the Governance Review Committee’s 
deliberations, 

7. The Council was regularly informed of the Governance Review Committee’s work, including its Report 
to the 93rd General Session (2026) (93GS/Adm-05), and validated the updates to the timeframes of the 
Governance Review Committee’s work programme, 

THE ASSEMBLY 

RECOGNISES 

8. The importance of the work of, and the considerable progress made by, the Governance Review 
Committee in assessing changes to WOAH’s governance arrangements.  

 

https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2024/06/202405-resolutions-final-en-1.pdf
https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2025/03/92gs-adm-06-en-report-of-the-woah-governance-review-committee.pdf
https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2025/03/92gs-adm-06-en-report-of-the-woah-governance-review-committee.pdf
https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2025/06/2025-92gs-resolutions-final-en.pdf
https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2026/03/gs93-2026-wd-adm-05-report-of-the-governance-review-committee-en.pdf
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TAKES NOTE  

9. Of the Report of the Governance Review Committee (93GS/Adm-05) including progress made in relation 
to the proposals supporting revisions to the Basic Texts mandated under Resolution No. 5 (2025). 

10. Of the updates to the timeframes of the Governance Review Committee’s work programme, which 
extend Phase 1 by one year, reflecting the strong engagement of WOAH Members and Regional 
Commissions and seeking to ensure that the Committee’s recommendations to the Assembly are well 
informed, inclusive and of the highest quality. 

11. Of the progress of the Governance Review Committee on the work requested in Resolution No. 5 (2025) 
and the importance of prioritising work to strengthen the institutional effectiveness of WOAH, leading to 
revision of the WOAH Basic Texts in a focused manner. 

12. That, in accordance with the updates to the timeframes in its work programme, the Governance Review 
Committee expects to submit a third package of recommended changes to WOAH’s governance 
arrangements to the Assembly at the 94th General Session (2027) and, subject to the Assembly’s 
decisions, to submit a package of proposed changes to WOAH’s Basic Texts and legal framework 
expected for the Assembly’s consideration at the 95th General Session (2028). 

ON THE PROPOSAL OF THE GOVERNANCE REVIEW COMMITTEE, 

DECIDES 

13. To approve the recommendations and corresponding implementation plans outlined in Sections II and 
III of the Report of the Governance Review Committee to the 93rd General Session (93GS/Adm-05), 
which are attached hereto as Annex A and form an integral part of this Resolution. 

14. To initiate a process to evaluate options for reforming WOAH’s statutory contribution model towards a 
more objective, formula-based system, as outlined in the Report of the Governance Review Committee 
to the 93rd General Session (93GS/Adm-05), without prejudging the outcome of such consideration or 
the level of future statutory contributions of any Members. 

15. To request the Secretariat, under the oversight of the Governance Review Committee and in 
consultation with Members, to undertake necessary analytical and consultative work to support this 
evaluation, and the Governance Review Committee submit one or more options for the Assembly’s 
consideration at its 94th General Session (2027) or, if necessary, the 95th General Session (2028). 

AND INVITES 

16. WOAH Members to participate actively in the consultative process relating to the work of the 
Governance Review Committee through the Regional Commissions, using existing structures and, 
subject to available resources, with the support of the Regional and Sub-Regional Representations, 
and, as appropriate, through internal consultations with relevant authorities and stakeholders within their 
respective jurisdictions. 

______________ 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 20 May 2026 
in view of an entry into force on 21 May 2026) 
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ANNEX A TO RESOLUTION No. 4 

Extract of Sections II and III of the Report of the Governance Review Committee to the  
93rd General Session (93GS/Adm-05), dated March 2026 

This Annex reproduces in full and without alterations the recommendations of the WOAH Governance 
Review Committee included in Sections II and III of the Report of the Governance Review Committee 
(93GS/Adm-05), as circulated to WOAH Members for the 93rd General Session. The original formatting and 
numbering of paragraphs have been retained for ease of reference.  

*** 
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II.  Recommendations in Response to Assembly  

Resolution No. 5 (2025)  

3.  Financial Transparency   

Recommendation 

Increase the transparency of WOAH Members’ financial contributions and arrears by requesting the 
Secretariat to develop and progressively refine appropriate and proportionate transparency arrangements, 
including through:  

• Developing a public-facing dashboard providing a clear, accessible overview of Member contributions 
(statutory and extraordinary), arrears, and voluntary contributions through the WOAH World Fund;  

• Enhancing annual reporting on the Regular Budget to provide a clearer picture of Member situations 
and how contributions fund WOAH’s strategic priorities;  

• Including financial matters as a standing agenda item at Regional Commission or Regional Core 

Group meetings10. 

 

Rationale 

35. Assembly Resolution No. 5 (2025) tasked the Committee with presenting a proposal to enhance financial 
transparency for the Assembly’s consideration at the 93rd General Session in 2026. The Committee 
therefore examined a set of measures aimed at strengthening the accessibility and clarity of financial 
information available to Members.  

36. The first proposed measure is the development of a public-facing financial dashboard providing a clear 
overview of statutory contributions, arrears, and voluntary support. This tool will also support advocacy 
by enabling Delegates and the Secretariat to promote timely payment of contributions. In parallel, the 
public online list of WOAH Members will display each Member’s contribution category, payment status, 
and year of contribution.  

37. The second proposed measure is to enhance annual reporting on the Regular Budget, offering a clearer 
picture of how contributions support WOAH’s strategic priorities. This includes revitalising the ‘financial 
summary report’ (first issued in 2021) as a concise, user-friendly companion to formal Assembly 
documentation and presenting it during pre-General Session meetings. 

38. The third proposed measure is to include financial matters as a standing agenda item at Regional 
Commission and/or Regional Core Group meetings, in addition to Council meetings. Ahead of these 
meetings, the Secretariat will prepare short regional financial summaries with up-to-date information on 
contributions, arrears, and extraordinary payments, thereby embedding regular dialogue on financial 
responsibilities.  

Key Implications and Considerations  

39. The Committee recognised that enhanced transparency may raise concerns that Members in arrears 
could feel publicly singled out. The Committee noted that the intention is not to ‘name and shame’ but 
to provide Delegates with practical tools to advocate domestically for the timely payment of contribution 
and, ultimately, to ensure the Organisation’s financial sustainability. The proposed measures are 
designed to support Members in addressing their financial obligations through improved visibility, clearer 
communication, and more robust information-sharing. Greater clarity and systematic disclosure will 
strengthen accountability, reinforce collective responsibility, and enhance trust in the Organisation’s 
financial governance. Ensuring that all transparency tools are presented in an objective and factual 
manner will provide appropriate safeguards against unintended reputational impacts.  

 

10  This recommendation is based on recommendation 20 of the Consultants’ Report. 
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40. The Committee noted that these measures entail a moderate increase in the Secretariat’s workload, 
primarily to develop the new dashboard, update reporting formats, and prepare regional summaries. As 
much of the underlying information is already collected, the additional burden is expected to be 
manageable. 



 

Final Report of the 93rd General Session – Paris, May 2026 73 

Implementation Plan 
 

Recommendation Actions 
Responsibility 

for Final 
Decision 

Timeline Costs or Savings EUR € (thousand) 
Post- 

Implementation 
Evaluation 

    
Investment 

Recurrent per 
annum 

 

Increase the transparency of 
WOAH Members’ financial 
contributions and arrears by 
requesting the Secretariat to 
develop and progressively refine 
appropriate and proportionate 
transparency arrangements, 
including through:  

• Developing a public-facing 
dashboard providing a clear, 
accessible overview of Member 
contributions (statutory and 
extraordinary), arrears, and 
voluntary contributions through 
the WOAH World Fund;  

• Enhancing annual reporting on 
the Regular Budget to provide a 
clearer picture of Member 
situations and how contributions 
fund WOAH’s strategic 
priorities; 

• Including financial matters as a 
standing agenda item at 
Regional Commission or 
Regional Core Group meetings. 

• Secretariat to 
develop the public 
facing dashboard.  

• Secretariat to 
enhance annual 
reporting on the 
Regular Budget, 
including the 
‘financial summary 
report’.  

• Secretariat to 
establish ‘financial 
matters’ as a 
standing agenda 
item at Regional 
Commission 
and/or Regional 
Core Group 
meetings and 
support 
discussions with 
relevant 
summaries. 

Assembly The actions will 
be implemented 
in 2026-2027. 

Some increased 
workload is 
expected for the 
Secretariat in the 
short term with no 
financial 
implications. 

The measures 
aim to increase 
the timely 
payment of 
contributions. 

The actions, 
and resulting 
impacts, will be 
assessed on an 
ongoing basis 
by the 
Secretariat. 
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III.  Set of Recommendations on WOAH’s  

 Governance Arrangements   

1.  Institutional Governance   
1.1 Relations with Other Entities 

Recommendation 

Establish a three-tier, risk-based model for approval of WOAH’s institutional and certain  

technical agreements covered by Article 6 of the Organic Rules, whereby:  

• Strategic or high-risk agreements with legal or political implications would be approved by the 
Assembly (Tier 1);  

• Operational but significant agreements would be approved by the Director General with Council 
agreement (Tier 2);  

• Administrative or technical agreements with low risk for the Organisation would be approved by the 

Director General (Tier 3)1. 

 
Rationale 

43. The Committee concludes that the establishment of a three-tier, risk-based approval model would 
improve the efficiency, clarity, and transparency of the process for finalising agreements covered by 
Article 6 of the Organic Rules. This model would ensure that any new cooperation agreement imposing 
strategic, legal, or political obligations on Members are submitted to the Assembly for approval, while at 
the same time streamlining the Assembly’s agenda by delegating the approval of operational 
agreements to the Director General and the Council.  

44. The Committee considers that these clearer, proportionate approval pathways would support the 
Organisation’s ability to enter into beneficial partnerships aligned with WOAH’s objectives, facilitate the 
timely conclusion of cooperation agreements, and enhance the Organisation’s reputation as a reliable 
and effective partner. Overall, the Committee also considers that the proposed model appropriately 
balances operational flexibility with transparency.  

Key Implications and Considerations  

45. In practice, the Assembly would be more focused on strategic matters and on the approval of 
cooperation agreements only where its involvement is necessary, supported by clearly defined reporting 
mechanisms of the Director General and/or Council to ensure appropriate oversight, transparency, and 
accountability. The Committee will further consider the criteria for determining the appropriate tier 
classification (Tier 1, 2 or 3) for agreements.  

46. The Committee notes that information on future co-operation agreements published on the WOAH 
website could be reorganised in accordance with the three tiers proposed under the new model, and 
that the Secretariat could more clearly communicate to Delegates the purpose and benefits of new 
agreements, including their relevance and added value for Members. 

47. The Committee also recommends updating the terminology regarding the reference to ‘international 
organisations’ by replacing it with terminology that better reflects contemporary practice, noting that 
WOAH currently partners with a variety of entities including intergovernmental organisations, 
international non-governmental organisations, and quasi international organisations. The legal texts in 
which these terminology updates will be reflected will be determined by the Committee’s 
recommendation on the approach to the changes to legal texts. 

48. The recommendation has no financial implications.  

 

1  This recommendation is based on recommendation 8 of the Consultants’ Report. 
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Implementation Plan 
 

Recommendation Actions 
Responsibility 

for Final 
Decision 

Timeline Costs or Savings EUR € (thousand) 
Post- 

Implementation 
Evaluation 

    
Investment 

Recurrent per 
annum 

 

Establish a three-tier, risk based 
model for approval of WOAH’s 
institutional and certain technical 
agreements covered by Article 6 of 
the Organic Rules, whereby:  

• Strategic or high-risk 
agreements with legal or 
political implications would be 
approved by the Assembly (Tier 
1);  

• Operational but significant 
agreements would be approved 
by the Director General with 
Council agreement (Tier 2); 

• Administrative or technical 
arrangements with low risk for 
the Organisation would be 
approved by the Director 
General (Tier 3). 

• The legal texts 
through which this 
risk-based 
approach will be 
implemented will 
be determined by 
the Committee’s 
recommendation 
on the approach to 
the changes to 
legal texts.  

• Secretariat to 
update the WOAH 
website and detail 
more thoroughly 
the progress of 
WOAH’s 
relationships with 
its partners in the 
Director General’s 
annual activities 
report.  

Assembly Amendment to 
legal texts could 
first apply in 
2029. 

Nil. Nil. A progress 
update to the 
Assembly would 
be provided at 
the General 
Session in 2032 
including, where 
relevant, 
suggestions for 
improvement. 
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1.2 Participation of Alternates and Advisers in the Assembly 

Recommendation 

Permit, subject to the clear authorisation of the Delegate, specified members of WOAH Members’ 
delegations to participate, speak and, as appropriate, exercise voting rights in all sessions of the Assembly 

to provide greater flexibility for Delegates in the Assembly1.  

 
Rationale 

49. The Committee considered that allowing advisers and alternates to participate in all sessions of the 
Assembly, and to speak and vote on behalf of the WOAH Member with the Delegate’s authorisation, 
would strengthen Member representation and provide greater flexibility to Delegates to manage their 
workload. Under current arrangements, advisers and alternates are not eligible to speak nor vote and 
are excluded from closed sessions, including those concerning budgets or elections. As a result, 
Delegates must address a wide range of technical, financial, governance, and operational matters, 
placing a substantial burden on a single individual.  

50. The Committee observed that more flexible arrangements will allow Delegates to determine how their 
Member is best represented in each session. Delegates will continue to lead all engagements if they 
wish, but will also have the option to delegate speaking or voting rights to another individual, such as 
technical advisers for discussions on standards or senior officials for strategic or financial matters to 
improve the quality of discussions. This will ensure that Members are represented by the most relevant 
expert for each topic and that discussions benefit from informed contributions, thereby strengthening 
their efficiency and effectiveness.  

51. The Committee also noted that the current accreditation process for alternates involves complex 
formalities and advance notification. Simplifying these requirements will make the process easier and 
more efficient. 

Key Implications and Considerations  

52. Specified members of the delegation will, subject to the Delegate’s authority, be permitted to attend and 
speak in all sessions of the Assembly, including those currently designated as closed sessions. Given 
the current rhythm of debate, this change is not expected to significantly affect the flow of discussions. 
However, the rules governing the length and relevance of interventions will be clarified to maintain focus 
during discussions. Any member of a delegation, subject to the principle of ‘one Member, one vote’, will 
also be permitted to vote in these discussions, provided they have explicit authorisation from the 
Delegate, which will avoid procedural delays and enhance efficiency.  

53. The Committee noted that permitting alternates and advisers to speak and vote would require clear 
procedures to ensure transparency and accountability. To this end, any rules relating to delegations 
should clearly define the scope of such delegation, ensuring that the Delegate retains ultimate 
responsibility for the Member’s position. Any authorisation by the Delegate to vote should be explicit and 
properly documented in writing ahead of the Assembly session, in order to avoid ambiguity. As revised 
participation rules in sessions of the Assembly will alter who is entitled to be present and counted in 
meetings, the Committee also considered that quorum requirements should be reviewed, if appropriate, 
to ensure procedural certainty. 

54. Furthermore, the Committee considered that all members of a delegation should (continue to) be 
identified and communicated by Members to the Secretariat prior to the General Session, with clearly 
defined roles. Adjustments to the accreditation rules will be necessary, as the current system for 
alternate Delegates involves burdensome formal notifications from national authorities. Simplifying 
these requirements would reduce administrative work for Members and the Secretariat while maintaining 
the integrity of representation. In this context, the Committee also discussed the possibility of 
establishing a rule whereby each WOAH Member (through the Delegate) would nominate one or two 
pre-identified ‘permanent’ Alternate Delegates. 

 

1  This recommendation is based on recommendation 9 of the Consultants’ Report. 
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Implementation Plan 
 

Recommendation Actions 
Responsibility 

for Final 
Decision 

Timeline Costs or Savings EUR € (thousand) 
Post- 

Implementation 
Evaluation 

    
Investment 

Recurrent per 
annum 

 

Permit, subject to the 
clear authorisation of 
the Delegate, specified 
members of WOAH 
Members’ delegations to 
participate, speak and, 
as appropriate, exercise 
voting rights in all 
sessions of the 
Assembly to provide 
greater flexibility for 
Delegates in the 
Assembly; 

• Amend Art. 3 of the General 
Rules to permit, subject to the 
clear authorisation of the 
Delegate, specified members 
of WOAH Members’ 
delegations to participate, 
speak and as appropriate 
exercise voting rights in all 
sessions of the Assembly to 
provide greater flexibility for 
Delegates in the Assembly. 

• Amend Art. 3 of the General 
Rules to simplify accreditation 
rules for alternates and 
advisers.  

• Amend Article 48 of the 
General Rules to introduce 
clearer safeguards governing 
the President of the 
Assembly’s authority to direct 
discussions, in order to 
ensure focus and procedural 
discipline.  

• Amend Art. 50 of the General 
Rules, as appropriate, to 
clarify and codify quorum 
requirements.  

Assembly Any amendment 
to Art. 3, 48 and 
50 of the General 
Rules will first 
apply to the 97th 
General Session 
in 2030, subject 
to the Assembly’s 
decisions. 

Nil. Nil. The Secretariat 
will assess the 
effectiveness of 
the mitigation 
measures 
implemented to 
maintain focus 
during 
discussions as 
well as the 
revised 
accreditation 
rules for 
alternates and 
advisers 
following the 
97th General 
Session and, as 
appropriate, 
propose 
adjustments. 
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1.3 Past-President Position in the Council 

Recommendation 

Remove the position of the Past-President in the Council, in order to allow for stronger and more balanced 

regional representation1. 

 

Rationale 

55. The Past-President role reflects an earlier practice from a time when the Council served primarily as a 
group of ‘wise experts’ advising the Director General rather than as a representative governance body. 
In comparable international organisations, all members of executive bodies are elected or nominated to 
represent the broader membership, ensuring inclusivity, accountability, and regional balance. Retaining 
a position that is neither elected nor regionally representative is not fully aligned with these principles 
and does not align with the Organisation’s commitment to Member-driven governance. Replacing the 
Past-President position with an elected seat will enhance the Council’s representative character and 
support a more modern and inclusive governance structure.  

Key Implications and Considerations  

56. The Past-President position will be replaced by an ordinary Council seat to be filled through the standard 
election process. In practice, this means that, after the President and Vice-President, the additional seat 
will be elected by the Assembly for a three-year term through the established nomination procedures 
(Article 9 of the General Rules). This change will not affect the regional distribution of elected Council 
seats.  

57. The Committee noted that ensuring adequate support for incoming Council Presidents at the start of 
their term would require particular attention. This will be addressed through continuity measures such 
as strengthened induction processes and enhanced Secretariat guidance. These measures will be 
reviewed and adjusted as needed following implementation. 

Implementation Plan 

Recommendation Actions 
Responsibility 

for Final 
Decision 

Timeline 
Costs or Savings EUR 

€ (thousand) 

Post- 
Implementation 

Evaluation 

    Investment 
Recurrent 
per annum 

 

Remove the 
position of the Past 
President in the 
Council, in order to 
allow for stronger 
and more balanced 
regional 
representation. 

Amend Art. 
8 of 
General 
Rules to 
replace the 
Past 
President 
with an 
ordinary 
Council 
member 
position.  

Assembly Amendment 
to Art. 8 of 
the General 
Rules will 
first apply to 
the 2030 
Council 
elections, 
subject to 
the 
Assembly’s 
decisions. 

Nil. Nil. The Secretariat 
will review the 
adequacy of 
support, in 
consultation with 
incoming 
President. 
Mitigation 
measures will be 
reassessed and, 
where necessary, 
adjusted. 

 
  

 

1  This recommendation is based on recommendation 11 of the Consultants’ Report. 
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1.4 Functions of the Regional Commissions and Regional Commission Bureaus 

Recommendation2 

A. Update the functions of the Regional Commissions, with the revised functions as follows: 

• Formulate thematic proposals and recommendations for the Assembly, and advise the Council and 
report on the implementation of WOAH activities at the regional level;  

• Report on regional adaptations of WOAH-wide policies and programmes to the Assembly or the 
Council; 

• Coordinate and consult on regional positions regarding global topics, including regional needs and 
expectations, before they reach the Assembly; 

• Provide input during the development of WOAH’s strategic plans and high-level work programmes, 
and report on their implementation within the regions; 

• Support encouraging Members to engage actively in WOAH’s activities and help raise the 
Organisation’s profile in the regions, reaching beyond government stakeholders to broader 
audiences; 

• Advise on the location and priorities of Regional and Sub-Regional Offices to ensure that activities 
address regional needs; 

• Elect the members of the Regional Bureau; 

• Facilitate co-ordination and collaboration among Members on regional priorities, including 
strengthening veterinary services’ capacities and promoting the harmonisation of sanitary 
regulations. 

While streamlining the current Regional Commission functions related to increasing the contribution of 
livestock to national economies and participate in poverty alleviation through international trade. 

 

B. Integrate the functions of the Regional Core Group into the responsibilities of the Regional Commissions. 

C. Update the composition of Regional Bureaus to be composed of WOAH Members, rather than Delegates 
in their individual capacity, with the requirement that Delegates serve as representatives of their WOAH 
Members on the Bureau, and grant each Regional Commission the flexibility to determine the size of its 
Bureau of up to 3 to 4 members.  

D. Update the election process for Bureau members of the Regional Commissions so that Regional 
Commissions elect their Bureau and report the election outcomes to the Assembly for endorsement. 

 

 
Updating the Functions of the Regional Commissions 

58. The Committee considers that WOAH’s current regional governance structures are under utilised 
compared to those of other international organisations with similar arrangements and do not fully enable 
effective engagement with Members or the timely integration of regional perspectives into the 
Organisation’s work. Against this background, the Committee considers that updating and strengthening 
the functions of the Regional Commissions would reinforce regional ownership, improve communication 
and feedback between WOAH and its Members, and contribute to a more decentralised, agile, and 
responsive governance framework, ensuring that the Organisation remains fit for purpose.  

  

 

2  This recommendation is based on recommendation 13 of the Consultants’ Report. 
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59. While the proposed updates to the functions of the Regional Commissions largely do not introduce new 
responsibilities but rather formalise practices already undertaken, regional WOAH Members are 
expected to become more actively engaged in Regional Commission work, including, for example, 
through more formalised input into strategic planning processes. Beyond this, the Committee considers 
that the revised functions could enhance the effectiveness and efficiency of proceedings at the Assembly 
and Council, for example by improved Regional Commission reporting mechanisms and the 
recommended function of consulting on and coordinating of regional positions on global issues. 

60. The Committee recognises that broader engagement of regional Members may lead to an increase in 
the number and/or duration of Regional Commission meetings, with associated cost implications, 
primarily related to interpretation. In particular, ad hoc virtual meetings are likely to increase in 
connection with the proposed functions, for example to support more systematic regional consultations 
on strategic plans and work programmes (estimated at approximately € 6,500 per meeting for 
interpretation across all five regions). In addition, annual Regional Commission meetings held prior to 
the General Session may require extended duration to facilitate coordination of regional positions on 
global issues, with similar estimated interpretation costs. Regional Conferences may also require longer 
sessions to accommodate the proposed updates, including the election of Bureaus; related costs vary 
by region and are in part borne by host Members. 

61. With regard to the Bureaus, the Committee notes that the proposed revised Regional Commission 
functions can largely be accommodated within existing working arrangements, including meetings held 
during the General Session and Regional Conferences. However, the Secretariat anticipates the need 
for up to two additional ad hoc Regional Bureau meetings per year, as well as increased reliance on 
written consultations, with estimated interpretation/translation costs of approximately € 13,000 where 
interpretation is required. 

62. As regards the Secretariat, the Committee recognises that the preparation and implementation of the 
proposed revised Regional Commission functions will entail an increase in workload, both at regional 
and headquarter levels. This increase could be addressed through adjustments to internal arrangements 
within Regional Offices and Headquarters, including additional staff capacity in some regions to ensure 
effective implementation. For the sustainable implementation of the revised Regional Commission 
functions, the Committee notes the reliance of Regional Offices on voluntary contributions and 
encourages continued reflection by the Assembly on options to strengthen the adequacy and 
predictability of Regional Offices’ funding. 

Updating the Functions of the Regional Commission Bureaus  

63. The Committee considers that the functions currently performed by the Regional Core Groups should 
be formally integrated into the responsibilities of the Regional Commissions, with a view to providing 
greater clarity and accuracy in roles and responsibilities. This approach would formalise existing practice, 
as over the past five years several Regional Bureau meetings have taken place in the context of the 
Regional Core Groups, bringing together Bureau members, Council members from the respective region, 
and Regional and Sub-Regional Offices.  

64. In practice, the activities currently undertaken by the Regional Core Groups would be carried out by the 
Bureaus, including, for example, the discussion and adoption of Regional Commission work 
programmes, strategies, policies, activities, and recommendations, with the specific Bureau functions to 
be set out in the Regional Commission Terms of Reference. The Committee will further consider how 
the Regional Core Groups could contribute, as an informal forum, to strengthen institutional interlinkages 
between the Council and the Regional Bureaus. 

65. The proposed change is not expected to have significant cost implications. 
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Regional Bureau Composition – WOAH Member-Based Structure and Flexible Bureau Size  

66. The Committee further recommends that the composition of the Regional Commission Bureaus be 
based on WOAH Members, rather than Delegates in their individual capacity. This approach is expected 
to strengthen representation and accountability to the regions and enhance the legitimacy of Bureau 
deliberations and decisions. Importantly, it would also avoid the need for partial elections when 
Delegates leave office before the end of their term, as the WOAH Member concerned would nominate 
a new representative to serve for the remainder of the term, thereby ensuring greater institutional 
stability, continuity of governance, and predictability in the functioning of the Regional Bureaus.  

67. The Committee considered, however, that the Delegate, as the Member representative, would continue 
to play a central role in this structure. While a WOAH Member-based composition of the Regional 
Bureaus offers the above-mentioned governance and representational advantages, it could present a 
risk of reduced operational continuity, technical expertise, and institutional memory, if WOAH Members 
decided to designate Bureau representatives with diverse professional backgrounds or varying levels of 
familiarity with WOAH’s structures, procedures, and practices. To mitigate this risk, it is expected that 
the appointed Delegate would continue to serve as the representative of the elected WOAH Member in 
the Regional Bureaus, thereby ensuring continuity, technical expertise, and effective institutional linkage 
between the Regional Commission and the Bureau. This approach would also maintain close and 
consistent working relationships among Bureau members. If the Bureau President resigns or is unable 
to serve, a Vice-President would assume the role until the next regular elections. In practice, the change 
would therefore be largely formal in nature and limited in its operational impact, while reinforcing the 
overall representativeness and legitimacy of the Bureaus. 

68. The Committee also recommends granting each Regional Commission flexibility to determine the size 
of its Bureau, noting that this would allow Bureau structures to better reflect regional diversity and 
operational needs. The Committee particularly identified that this flexibility would ensure that regions 
composed of several sub-regions are able to secure adequate representation in their Regional Bureaus, 
thereby also enabling more balanced and inclusive input into Council and Assembly deliberations. To 
mitigate the risk of significant disparities in Bureau sizes across regions, the Committee will define an 
appropriate mechanism for providing this flexibility to Bureaus, with a range up to 3 or 4 members, 
ensuring consistency and effective functioning across regions. 

69. The proposed change is not expected to have cost implications. 

Regional Bureau Election Process  

70. The Committee recommends updating the election process for Regional Bureau members so that the 
Regional Commissions elect their respective Bureaus and report the election outcomes to the Assembly 
for formal endorsement. This proposed change is intended to reinforce regional ownership, enhance 
transparency, and streamline electoral procedures. It would also contribute to a more efficient use of the 
Assembly’s time.  

71. In practical terms, meetings of the Regional Commissions (e.g. in the margins of Regional Conferences 
or the Regional Commission meetings within the framework of the General Session) may require some 
additional time to conduct these elections. However, any associated cost implications are expected to 
be minimal. At the same time, the process would save time for the Assembly. 
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Implementation Plan 
 

Recommendation Actions 
Responsibility 

for Final 
Decision 

Timeline 
Costs or Savings EUR € 

(thousand) 

Post- 
Implementation 

Evaluation 

    
Investment 

Recurrent 
per annum 

 

A. Update the functions of the Regional 
Commissions, with the revised 
functions as follows:  

• Formulate thematic proposals and 
recommendations for the Assembly, and 
advise the Council and report on the 
implementation of WOAH activities at the 
regional level;  

• Report on regional adaptations of WOAH 
wide policies and programmes to the 
Assembly or the Council;  

• Coordinate and consult on regional 
positions regarding global topics, 
including regional needs and 
expectations, before they reach the 
Assembly;  

• Provide input during the development of 
WOAH’s strategic plans and high-level 
work programmes, and report on their 
implementation within the regions;  

• Support encouraging Members to 
engage actively in WOAH’s activities and 
help raise the Organisation’s profile in 
the regions, reaching beyond 
government stakeholders to broader 
audiences; 

• Advise on the location and priorities of 
Regional and Sub-Regional Offices to 
ensure that activities address regional 
needs; 

 

1. Amend the Terms of 
Reference and Internal Rules 
of the Regional Commissions 
and Regional Conferences 
with regard to the updated 
functions and structure of the 
Regional Commissions and 
their Bureaus, notably: 

• Chapter 1 (Regional 
Commission functions) 

• Art. 5 (Bureau functions)  

• Art. 6 (Bureau elections)  

• Art. 8 (Regional Commission 
functions) 

•  Art. 9 (Regional Commission 
functions; Regional 
Conferences) 

• Art. 11 (Regional Bureau 
functions; Regional 
Conferences) 

2. Review and amend the 
Secretariat guidelines for 
Regional Core Groups (‘Core 
Group Guidelines’), where 
relevant. 

3. Define mechanisms to 
determine the Bureau size, 
ensuring consistency and 
effective functioning across 
regions. 

Assembly The implementation 
of revised Regional 
Commission and 
Regional Bureau 
functions is 
envisaged over the 
period 2028 2030 
starting with the cycle 
of Regional 
Conferences starting 
in September 2028. 

It is envisaged that, 
starting with the 
election cycles in 
September 2028, 
Regional 
Commissions will 
directly elect their 
Bureaus and those 
will be composed of 
WOAH Members 
rather than individual 
Delegates. 

Interpretation 
fees: ~20k 
(envisaging 
3 virtual 
meetings per 
region / per 
year). 

Ensuring 1 
Staff per 
region with 
dedicated 
related 
tasks. 

Interpretation 
fees: ~20k  

Ensuring 1 
Staff per 
region with 
dedicated 
related tasks. 

Secretariat by 
2032 to assess 
effectiveness, 
and resource 
adequacy. 



Final Report of the 93rd General Session – Paris, May 2026 83 

Recommendation Actions 
Responsibility 

for Final 
Decision 

Timeline 
Costs or Savings EUR € 

(thousand) 

Post- 
Implementation 

Evaluation 

    
Investment 

Recurrent 
per annum 

 

• Elect the members of the Regional 
Bureaus; 

• Facilitate co-ordination and collaboration 
among Members on regional priorities, 
including strengthening veterinary 
services’ capacities and promoting the 
harmonisation of sanitary regulations 

While streamlining the current Regional 
Commission functions related to increasing 
the contribution of livestock to national 
economies and participate in poverty 
alleviation through international trade.  

B. Integrate the functions of the Regional 
Core Group into the responsibilities of 
the Regional Commissions.  

C. Update the composition of Regional 
Bureaus to be composed of WOAH 
Members, rather than Delegates in 
their individual capacity, with the 
requirement that Delegates serve as 
representatives of their WOAH 
Members on the Bureau and grant 
each Regional Commission the 
flexibility to determine the size of its 
Bureau of up to 3 to 4 members.  

D. Update the election process for Bureau 
members of the Regional Commissions 
so that the Regional Commissions 
elect their Bureau and report the 
election outcomes to the Assembly for 
endorsement. 

  



 

Final Report of the 93rd General Session – Paris, May 2026 84 

2.  Financi al Governance   

2.1 WOAH’s Statutory Contribution Model 

Recommendation 

Initiate a structured, Member-driven process to evaluate options for reforming WOAH’s statutory contribution 
model, moving from the current self-selecting system towards a more objective, formula-based system 
based on the principles of financial viability, sustainability, equity, transparency, predictability, capacity to 
pay and solidarity.  

This decision would authorise the Secretariat, with the GRC’s oversight, to undertake analytical, consultative 
and drafting work for future Assembly consideration. This would not prejudge the outcome of the process, 

nor predetermine the level of future contributions of any Member1.  

 

Rationale for Reform 

72. The Committee considered that reform of WOAH’s statutory contribution model is necessary to 
safeguard the Organisation’s long-term financial sustainability, credibility and capacity to deliver its 
mandate. The current voluntary, self-selecting model no longer provides the predictability required for 
WOAH’s activities. The concentration of Members in the lowest contribution categories, the lack of 
coherence in the categories by Members, persistent arrears, and the resulting reliance on voluntary and 
earmarked funding undermines WOAH’s financial viability and institutional resilience and constrains 
strategic planning.  

73. The Committee also noted that the difficulties inherent in WOAH’s statutory contribution model for 
sustainably financing its core functions are structural in nature, and would remain even in the absence 
of Member arrears or payment delays. Further, a more predictable and transparent statutory contribution 
model is essential to support Members’ domestic budgetary and approval processes for payment of 
their contributions. 

74. The Committee further observed that, while reform of statutory contributions is a critical step, it should 
be complemented by continued resource mobilisation efforts and aligned with related governance, 
mandate and strategic initiatives underway in the Committee’s broader work programme and in the 
implementation of WOAH’s 8th Strategic Plan. 

Strategic Direction for Evaluating a New Model  

75. In the Committee’s view, ensuring that statutory contributions appropriately support the Organisation’s 
essential functions is central to strengthening WOAH’s financial resilience, credibility, and long-term 
effectiveness. The Committee therefore recommends that work should proceed towards an analysis of 
options for a mandatory, formula-based statutory contribution model with objectively determined 
contribution categories based on the principles of financial viability, sustainability, equity, transparency, 
predictability, capacity to pay and solidarity. This work should focus on identifying alternative models 
based on each Member’s capacity to pay, while preserving solidarity, avoiding disproportionate burdens 
on vulnerable Members, and reducing financial dependency on a limited number of contributors.  

76. Any potential model would need to be considered by the WOAH Membership, comply with the principles 
for reform recommended by the GRC as agreed by the Assembly, and would incorporate appropriate 
transitional arrangements. Clear and supportive approaches for Members in arrears would also be 
identified in this stage, with the objective of improving payment compliance while maintaining 
inclusiveness and trust within the Membership. 

 

1  This recommendation is based on recommendation 19 of the Consultants’ Report. 
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77. The Committee underscored that no proposal will be submitted to the Assembly without structured 
consultation with Members, including through the Regional Commissions, and transparent reporting on 
how Member and regional perspectives have been reflected. 

78. On this basis, the Committee recommends that the Assembly decide at the 93rd General Session (2026) 
to mandate the Secretariat, with the Committee’s oversight, to initiate structured analytical and 
consultative work on options for a revised statutory contribution model and associated phased 
implementation mechanisms. This work would be supported by transparent communication, detailed 
impact assessments, and a clear roadmap for decision-making by the Assembly. 

79. Following this evaluation phase, one or more options for a new statutory contribution model, together 
with transitional arrangements and a fully costed implementation plan, would be submitted to the 
Assembly for decision at the 94th General Session (2027) or, if necessary, the 95th General Session 
(2028). 

Task for Delegates and Member Authorities 

80. Meaningful reform requires active engagement by Delegates with their ministries and relevant 
authorities throughout the evaluation phase. WOAH Members would be invited to assess the potential 
budgetary and policy implications of alternative contribution models, including their medium-term fiscal 
impact, and to provide informed input during consultations. 

81. Delegates will play a central role in facilitating domestic understanding of the rationale for reform and 
ensuring that regional perspectives and economic realities are taken into account. The Committee 
emphasised that early and sustained engagement at the domestic and regional levels will be critical to 
enable an orderly, transparent, and politically sustainable transition to any revised statutory contribution 
model. 
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Implementation Pathway 

82. Given that this work concerns the development and evaluation of policy options rather than implementation of a final model, the Committee has set out a 
phased implementation pathway rather than a fully costed implementation plan at this stage. 

Phase Timeline Focus Key Actions Responsible Parties 
Outcome for the 

Assembly 

Stage 1: Evaluation and Consultation on New Models and Implementation Options 

Phase 0: 
Preparatory 
Analysis and 
Model Scoping 

January – 
June 2026 

Technical 
groundwork 

Identify and preliminarily describe new potential 
contribution models.  

Undertake an initial impact analysis at Member and 
regional levels.  

Analyse underlying causes of non-payment under 
current system to inform design of compliance and 
support mechanisms.  

Further benchmarking against comparable international 
organisations, aligned with proposed reform principles 
(financial viability, sustainability, equity, transparency, 
predictability and solidarity). 

GRC (oversee) 

Secretariat (execution) 

Evidence base to 
inform Member 
discussion and 
mobilisation. 

Phase 1: 
Direction and 
Mobilisation 

93rd General 
Session (May 
2026) 

Formal launch 
of reform 
process 

GRC report to the General Session outlining the 
rationale for reform.  

Assembly decision to evaluate new models for WOAH’s 
statutory contributions. 

Assembly (endorsement 
of direction)  

GRC (facilitate 
Assembly decision-
making) 

Informed 
Assembly 
guidance and 
mandate to 
proceed. 

Phase 2: 
Consultation 
and Model 
Refinement 

June 2026 – 
May 2027 

Member and 
regional 
consultation 

Member and regional consultations on:  

• Analytical findings, model options including any 
refinements;  

• Options for phased implementation pathways;  

• Implications of reform for Members in arrears and 
payment compliance. 

Preparation of explanatory materials for Members and 
ministries. 

Delegates (domestic 
and regional 
consultations)  

GRC (oversee  

Secretariat work)  

Secretariat (execution) 

Member input 
integrated and 
regional realities 
reflected. 

Phase 3: 
Consolidation 

From 
February 

Preparation for 
decision 

Finalisation of model options and transitional GRC (oversee)  Well-prepared, 
evidence-based 
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Phase Timeline Focus Key Actions Responsible Parties 
Outcome for the 

Assembly 

and Decision 
Preparation 

2027 arrangements with fully costed implementation plan. 

Development of a clear decision-making roadmap for the 
Assembly. 

Secretariat (execution) options submitted 
for Assembly 
consideration. 

Phase 4: 
Decision on 
Policy Direction 

From 94th 
General 
Session 
(2027) 

Decision by 
Assembly on 
new policy 
direction 

Assembly decision to adopt a new statutory contribution 
model and implementation pathway including transitional 
arrangements for the new model. 

Assembly (adoption of 
policy direction)  

GRC (facilitate 
Assembly decision-
making) 

Assembly 
endorsed policy 
direction on the 
statutory 
contribution 
model, including 
agreed principles 
and parameters 
for legal drafting 
and transition. 

Stage 2: Drafting of Legal Texts 

Phase 5: 
Drafting Legal 
Texts 

From June 
2027 

Legal 
translation of 
agreed policy 
direction 

Draft amendments to the WOAH’s legal framework 
required to implement the adopted contribution model.  

Draft detailed transitional provisions, including phasing 
schedules, smoothing mechanisms and specific 
arrangements for Members in arrears.  

Circulate draft legal texts to Members for written 
consultation, including through Regional Commissions, 
with explanatory notes outlining implications and 
safeguards. 

Delegates (domestic 
and regional 
consultation)  

GRC (lead drafting) 

Secretariat (legal and 
technical support) 

Legally sound, 
well-understood 
draft texts 
reflecting 
Member input. 

Phase 6: 
Decision on 
Legal Texts 

From 95th 
General 
Session 
(2028) 

Decision by 
Assembly on 
legal texts 

Presentation of final legal texts, a summary of 
consultations, and an explanation of how Member and 
regional feedback has been addressed.  

Assembly decision to adopt the legal texts establishing 
the new statutory contribution model and its transitional 
arrangements.  

Confirmation of the timeline for preparation and entry 
into force. 

Assembly (adoption of 
legal texts)  

GRC (facilitate 
Assembly decision-
making)  

Secretariat (legal and 
technical support) 

Clear legal 
mandate to 
proceed to 
implementation, 
with predictability 
for Members. 

Stage 3: Preparation for Implementation 
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Phase Timeline Focus Key Actions Responsible Parties 
Outcome for the 

Assembly 

Phase 7:  

Institutional  

and Member  

Alignment 

From May 
2028 

Change 
management 
and system 
alignment 

Align WOAH budgetary planning, financial regulations 
and internal processes with the adopted model.  

Develop guidance notes and explanatory materials for 
Members.  

Publish a full simulation of assessed contributions under 
the new model, including transitional years.  

Provide targeted support to Members as requested, 
including technical briefings and simulations. 

Delegates (domestic 
engagement)  

Council (oversight)  

Secretariat (execution) 

Members 
prepared for 
transition; 
reduced 
implementation 
risk. 

Phase 8: 
Simulation, 
Monitoring 
Design and 
Capacity 
Support 

From 2029 Risk mitigation 
and 
transparency 

Establish a monitoring and review framework with 
agreed indicators.  

Define procedures for periodic review and adjustment to 
reflect economic or geopolitical changes. 

Assembly (decision and 
oversight)  

Council (oversight)  

Secretariat (execution) 

Assembly 
confidence in 
predictability and 
fairness of 
implementation. 

Stage 4: Shift to New Contribution Model 

Phase 9: Entry 
into Force and 
Transition 

From May 
2030 

Formal 
implementa- 
tion 

New statutory contribution model enters into force in 
accordance with adopted legal texts.  

Transitional arrangements applied, including phased 
adjustments and agreed flexibility mechanisms.  

Any incentives or compliance measures applied in a 
predictable and transparent manner. 

Assembly and Council 
(oversight)  

Secretariat (execution) 

Stable transition 
with preserved 
Member 
cohesion. 

Phase 10: 
Monitoring and 
Dialogue 

From 2030 
onwards 

Continuous 
improvement 

Ongoing monitoring of financial outcomes and Member 
impact.  

Periodic reporting to the Assembly.  

Adjustments proposed where justified by evidence or 
changed circumstances. 

Assembly (decision 
making)  

Council (oversight)  

Secretariat (execution) 

Sustained 
financial viability 
and Member 
trust. 
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2.2 Treatment of Non-Compliance with Member’s Financial Obligations 

Recommendation 

Clarify and strengthen WOAH’s sanctions model for Members in arrears1.  

 

Rationale  

83. The Committee recognised that membership of WOAH places an obligation on Members to fund the 
Organisation’s activities and that, from time to time, certain Members may experience challenges in 
meeting payment schedules. Whilst some short delays can be accommodated, Members must fulfill 
their obligations for the Organisation to carry out its mandate.  

84. The Committee considered that a clarified and strengthened model for addressing Members in arrears 
was necessary in light of the scale and persistence of outstanding statutory contributions owing. At the 
time of GRC discussions, 38% of Members had outstanding contributions, amounting to EUR 8.91 
million in cumulative arrears. This included 39 Members with arrears of one to four years and 31 
Members with arrears of five to eleven years, highlighting a long standing structural issue affecting the 
Organisation’s financial position. The annual shortfall of approximately 16% reduces the predictability 
of WOAH’s budget, limits long-term planning, and ultimately weakens the Organisation’s ability to fulfil 
its mandate. 

85. The Committee identified the limited scope and application of WOAH’s current sanctions system as a 
contributing factor to the € 8.91 million in cumulative arrears. The Committee noted that Article 5 of the 
General Rules restricts only Assembly voting rights for Members whose arrears exceed two years, and 
that the Council has, in practice, modified the application of this rule, most notably in 2015, when voting 
eligibility for elections was assessed over the preceding five years rather than the two-year period. The 
Committee further observed that Members in arrears remain eligible for elected positions in the Council 
and Regional Bureaus, and that WOAH’s broader approach to long-term arrears is limited: contributions 
more than ten years overdue are currently written off, those over two years are depreciated, and no 
interest or additional restrictions are applied. 

86. The Committee noted that, based on international benchmarking, WOAH’s rules and practices are 
considerably less stringent than those applied by comparable intergovernmental organisations in which 
Members in arrears may have their voting rights suspended not only in plenary bodies but also in 
executive bodies, and eligibility for elected office is limited after two years of non-payment. 

87. The Committee therefore considered that clarifying and strengthening WOAH’s sanctions framework 
was necessary as persistent arrears undermine the Organisation’s financial stability and operational 
capacity. A clearer, more consistent, and more effective system for addressing arrears will help 
safeguard WOAH’s financial sustainability, promote equitable treatment of Members, and ensure 
greater predictability in budget planning. The strengthened sanction model is expected to improve 
payment compliance, reduce the accumulation of long-term arrears, and support a more stable and 
resilient financial basis for the Organisation’s programmes. It is also intended to create clearer incentives 
for timely payment while preserving the spirit of solidarity and mutual responsibility among Members. 

Key Implications and Considerations  

88. The Committee noted that the introduction of technical sanctions, such as the suspension of procedures 
for the official recognition of animal health status, funded PVS missions, or access to vaccine banks, 
could risk generating significant unintended consequences for Members beyond those Member in 
arrears. Such measures could adversely affect animal and public health as well as trade, and impede 
the Organisation’s ability to fulfil its mandate. The Committee also noted that overly strict sanctions could 
disproportionately affect Members that, despite being in arrears, require WOAH’s technical support most 
urgently. 

 

1  This recommendation is based on recommendation 20 of the Consultants’ Report. 
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89.  The Committee determined that the strengthened sanctions model will therefore exclude purely 
technical sanctions and apply only measures that directly affect the Member in arrears. The approach 
will remain balanced so as to uphold the Organisation’s functioning and avoid negative impacts on global 
animal health. Moreover, decisions on sanctions will be taken by the Assembly on the advice of the 
Credentials Committee, ensuring a legitimate, transparent, and inclusive process. 

90. The Committee also identified that strengthened sanctions could unintentionally disconnect Members in 
arrears from WOAH’s work, particularly if eligibility for election to the Council or to Regional Commission 
Bureaus is restricted in a disproportionate manner. The Committee noted that limiting a Member’s 
participation in the Organisation too broadly may undermine technical collaboration, reduce the 
Organisation’s access to valuable expertise, and disproportionately affect Members facing 
circumstances beyond their control. 

91. The Committee determined that Members in arrears will therefore retain eligibility to participate in 
WOAH’s technical work, including, for example, Specialist Commissions, ad hoc groups, and Working 
Groups, thereby preserving expert contributions and maintaining engagement. Furthermore, the 
Committee will consider a graduated approach to eligibility in governance bodies; for example, 
suspending voting rights in the Assembly and Regional Commissions after two years in arrears, while 
restricting eligibility for election to the Council and Regional Commission Bureaus only after a longer 
arrears period, such as five years. Finally, a clearly defined mechanism for waiving sanctions in 
exceptional circumstances will be established, ensuring fairness, proportionality, and sensitivity to 
situations beyond the control of the Member concerned. 
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Implementation Plan 

Recommendation Actions 
Responsibility 

for Final 
Decision 

Timeline 
Costs or Savings EUR € 

(thousand) 

Post- 
Implementation 

Evaluation 

    
Investment 

Recurrent per 
annum 

 

Clarify and 
strengthen 
WOAH’s sanctions 
model for Members 
in arrears. 

• Amend Art. 5 of the General 
Rules to include updated 
sanction rules;  

• Amend Art. 50 of the General 
Rules, if relevant, to update 
quorum requirements for the 
Assembly in line with updated 
sanction rules; 

• Amend the relevant legal texts 
to clarify that Members who 
fall into arrears while serving 
on the Council or a Regional 
Commission Bureau may 
complete their term, and that 
no by-elections will be held.  

• Amend the relevant legal texts 
to establish a transition rule 
for Members who are in 
arrears prior to the entry into 
force of the updated sanction 
model (e.g. two-year transition 
period). 

Assembly 2028: Assembly 
adopts new model 
and transition rules  

2029: Updated 
sanctions model 
enters into force  

2029-2030: 
Transition Period 
(Members already in 
arrears before 1 
January 2029 remain 
under the previous 
rules for a two-year 
transition period) 

2031: Full application 
of the new sanctions 
model to all 
Members 

None. The Secretariat 
estimates that an 
amount of around 
€ 185,000 could 
be saved annually 
under clarified and 
strengthened 

sanctions.1 

Secretariat will 
regularly assess the 
revised model’s 
effectiveness and 
propose 
adjustments, if 
needed. 

 

1 This estimation assumes that most of the 31 Members with 5–11 years of arrears fall into contribution category 6 for 2026 (€ 39,852). Applying an assumed 15% recovery 
rate under a clarified and strengthened sanction model yields: 31 × 39,852 × 0.15 ≈ € 185,312. 
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RESOLUTION No. 5 

Formal Recognition of the Mediterranean Animal Health Network (REMESA)  

HAVING REGARD TO 

1.  The Basic Texts governing the functioning of the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE), in 
particular the Organic Rules which notably define the powers of the Assembly,  

2. The declaration entitled ‘Cooperation Framework for the Establishment and Development of REMESA’, 
signed by ten chief veterinary officers from the Mediterranean region, a representative of the Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO) and a representative of the World Organisation for Animal Health 
(WOAH) in Montpellier on 10 November 2012, 

3. The agreement between WOAH and the Italian Ministry of Health concerning the programme 
“Strengthening efforts to address challenges related to the ‘One Health’ approach and food safety”, 
funded through a grant awarded to WOAH, signed on 14 September 2017, 

CONSIDERING 

4. The funding by WOAH, through World Animal Health and Welfare Fund, of REMESA activities carried 
out by the Scientific and Technical Office of REMESA (STOR), and the need for a robust legal framework 
to sustain this financial support, 

5. The external legal evaluation launched by WOAH in autumn 2025 regarding the administrative 
framework established for this funding, 

6. The identification, through this external evaluation, of a legal weakness in the “Cooperation framework 
for the Establishment and Development of REMESA”, depriving this document of any legal value, as 
well as the absence of formal recognition of REMESA by the two international partner organisations, 
namely FAO and WOAH, 

7. The existence of REMESA and its added value for its members, and consequently the need to 
strengthen its legal basis in order to ensure the sustainability of the network and to further develop its 
activities and attractiveness to donors, 

8. The recognition by FAO and WOAH of the existence and functioning of REMESA constitutes a 
prerequisite for this legal consolidation, 

9. The opinion of 3 March 2026 whereby the WOAH Council: (i) recognises the need to strengthen 
REMESA’s legal framework; (ii) mandates the Director General to work in partnership with FAO on the 
various legal provisions required to ensure a robust legal framework for REMESA; (iii) mandates the 
Director General to inform and validate, together with the Joint Permanent Committee (JPC) of 
REMESA, the identified legal solutions, 

10. The opinion of the REMESA JPC, expressed during its extraordinary meeting on 29 April 2026, 
recognising the need to strengthen REMESA’s legal framework and endorsing the official recognition of 
REMESA by FAO and WOAH, and in particular by WOAH through a resolution adopted by its World 
Assembly of Delegates during the 93rd General Session, 
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THE ASSEMBLY, ON THE PROPOSAL OF THE COUNCIL,  

DECIDES 

11. To formally recognise the existence of REMESA, thereby consolidating its current mandate, 

12 To mandate the Director General to work with REMESA members, FAO, and relevant REMESA partners 
towards the establishment of an appropriate legal framework. 

______________ 

 
 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 20 May 2026  
in view of an entry into force on 21 May 2026) 
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RESOLUTION No. 6 

Memorandum of Understanding between the World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH) 
and the Global Alliance for Livestock Veterinary Medicines (GALVmed)  

CONSIDERING  

That it is desirable, in the general interest of all concerned, that cooperation be established between the World 
Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH) and the Global Alliance for Livestock Veterinary Medicines 
(GALVmed),  

The Memorandum of Understanding between WOAH and GALVmed (93GS Adm-06) was approved following 
the deliberations of the Council on 3 March 2026,  

THE ASSEMBLY  

DECIDES  

To approve the terms of this Memorandum of Understanding and its signature by the Director General on 
behalf of WOAH. 

______________ 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 20 May 2026  
in view of an entry into force on 21 May 2026)  
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RESOLUTION No. 7 

Memorandum of Understanding between the World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH) 
and the International Meat Secretariat (IMS)  

CONSIDERING  

The Agreement between the World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH) and the International Meat 
Secretariat (IMS), 

That it is desirable, in the general interest of all concerned, that the scope and the modalities of cooperation 
be redefined between WOAH and IMS, 

The Memorandum of Understanding between WOAH and IMS (93GS Adm-07) was approved following the 
deliberations of the Council on 3 March 2026, 

THE ASSEMBLY  

DECIDES 

To approve the terms of this Memorandum of Understanding and its signature by the Director General on 
behalf of WOAH.  

______________ 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 20 May 2026  
in view of an entry into force on 21 May 2026)  
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RESOLUTION No. 8 

Memorandum of Understanding between the World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH) 
and the World Bank Group (WBG) 

CONSIDERING  

That it is desirable, in the general interest of all concerned, that cooperation be established between the World 
Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH) and the World Bank Group (WBG), 

The Memorandum of Understanding between WOAH and WBG (93GS Adm-08) was approved following the 
deliberations of the Council on 3 March 2026, 

THE ASSEMBLY  

DECIDES 

To approve the terms of this Memorandum of Understanding and its signature by the Director General on 
behalf of WOAH. 

______________ 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 20 May 2026 
in view of an entry into force on 21 May 2026)  
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RESOLUTION No. 9 

Memorandum of Understanding between the World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH) 
and the Wildlife Disease Association (WDA) 

CONSIDERING  

That it is desirable, in the general interest of all concerned, that cooperation be established between the World 
Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH) and the Wildlife Disease Association (WDA),  

The Memorandum of Understanding between WOAH and WDA (93GS Adm-09) was approved following the 
deliberations of the Council on 3 March 2026, 

THE ASSEMBLY  

DECIDES 

To approve the terms of this Memorandum of Understanding and its signature by the Director General on 
behalf of WOAH. 

______________ 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 20 May 2026  
in view of an entry into force on 21 May 2026) 
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RESOLUTION No. 10 

Procedure Applicable by Derogation to the Election of a Council Member  
during the 93rd General Session  

HAVING REGARD TO 

Articles 8 to 10 and Article 53 of the General Rules of the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)1, as well 

as Article 6(c) of the Organic Rules of the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)2, 

NOTING THAT  

1. Dr Roland Xolani Dlamini (Eswatini) was appointed, through Resolution No. 9 of 2024, as a member of 
the Council representing the region of Africa, for a period of three years (2024–2027). 

2. Dr Roland Xolani Dlamini’s retirement prior to the end of his term has resulted in a vacancy within the 
Council that must be filled in accordance with Article 10 of the General Rules. 

CONSIDERING THAT  

1. Pursuant to Article 10 of the General Rules which provides that when a member of the Council is unable 
to fulfil the functions of the position, an election shall be held during the subsequent annual session of 
the Assembly to fill the vacant position, 

2. An election to fill the vacancy of a Council member representing the region of Africa must be held at the 
93rd General Session, 

3.  The Organisation has used in recent years different electronic voting systems to carry out notably 
elections of Council members in an agile and efficient manner, 

4.  The use of a new and fully-tested electronic voting system, although planned for the election cycle in 
2027, was not possible in 2026 due to time constraints, 

5.  The Assembly approved in the past that partial elections of Council members be held by show of hands, 
instead of secret vote, notably during the 80th General Session (2012) and 83rd General Session 
(2015), 

6.  In this context, and in order to avoid any technical issues caused by the use of a new electronic voting 
system which the Secretariat was unable to fully test, the Council approved at its October 2025 meeting 
the conduct of partial elections, including those by secret vote, in a more traditional format consisting of 
a vote by show of hands, 

7.  It is desirable, in the general interest of all concerned, that the Assembly afford the Organisation with 
the flexibility to adjust the voting modalities to fill in the vacancy of a Council member, in a manner that 
enhances agility and efficiency, 

 

THE ASSEMBLY, ON THE PROPOSAL OF THE COUNCIL,  

 

1  General Rules of the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) (adopted 24 May 1973, as amended by 
Resolution No. 10 (2011) of the World Organisation for Animal Health Assembly of Delegates, 27 May 2011) 
(General Rules). 

2  Organic Rules of the Office International des Epizooties (adopted 24 May 1973) (Organic Rules) 



Final Report of the 93rd General Session – Paris, May 2026 99 

DECIDES 

That, notwithstanding Article 53 of the General Rules, which provides that elections of Council members shall 
be conducted by secret vote, the election during the 93rd General Session of one member of the Council shall 
be conducted by a show of hands, instead of secret vote. 

 

______________ 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates and entered into force on 20 May 2026.  
Its application was limited to the election held during the 93rd General Session.) 
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RESOLUTION No. 11 

Acknowledgement of the contributions of Members and Partners through voluntary 
funding, support for WOAH meetings, and the provision of personnel  

CONSIDERING 

1. The importance of voluntary financial contributions from Members and Partners, notably through the 
World Animal Health and Welfare Fund, in supporting the implementation of WOAH’s mandate, Strategic 
Plans and priority activities, in addition to the statutory contributions received through the Regular 
Budget, 

2. The logistical, financial, and technical support provided by Members in the organisation and hosting of 
WOAH meetings, conferences, and workshops, 

3. The provision of personnel by Members through secondments, which reinforces WOAH’s technical 
capacity, fosters knowledge exchange, and contributes to the professional development of both WOAH 
and the contributing institutions, 

THE ASSEMBLY  

REQUESTS 

The Director General to sincerely thank: 

1. The following Members and Partners for their voluntary contributions in 2025: 

Argentina, Australia, Bahrain, Canada, China (People’s Rep. of), Cyprus, Djibouti, Egypt, France, 
Germany, Iraq, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Korea (Rep. of), Lebanon, Mexico, the 
Netherlands, Oman, Panama, Paraguay, Qatar, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Spain, Switzerland, United Arab 
Emirates, United Kingdom, United States of America, Gates Foundation, Coefficient Giving (formerly 
Open Philanthropy), Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, European Union, World 
Bank, World Health Organization, GALVmed, Global Health Security Fund, International Horse Sports 
Confederation, International Fund for Animal Welfare, Four Paws, and Royal Society for the Protection 
of Animals; 

2. All Members who provided support for the organisation of WOAH meetings, conferences and workshops 
in 2025, in particular Cyprus, Ethiopia and Indonesia which hosted the conferences of the Regional 
Commissions for the Middle East, Africa and Asia and the Pacific; 

3. The following Members for seconding national experts to WOAH in 2025: 

Canada, France, Italy, Korea (Rep. of), the Netherlands, Panama, the United Arab Emirates, the United 
Kingdom and the United States of America. 

______________ 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 20 May 2026  
in view of an entry into force on 21 May 2026) 
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RESOLUTION No. 12 

Approval of the 2025 Financial Report 
(1 January to 31 December 2025) 

CONSIDERING 

1. Article 15 of the Organic Statutes of WOAH, 

2. Article 6 of the Organic Rules of WOAH, 

THE ASSEMBLY, UPON PROPOSAL OF THE COUNCIL, 

RESOLVES 

1. To approve the 2025 Financial Report (99th Financial Year of WOAH: 1 January 2025 – 31 December 
2025) (93GS/Fin-01). 

______________ 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 20 May 2026  
in view of an entry into force on 21 May 2026) 
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RESOLUTION No. 13 

Approval of 2026 Adjusted Regular Budget 

CONSIDERING  

1. Article 15 of the Organic Statutes and Article 6.h of the Organic Rules of WOAH, 

2. The variation in income and expenses for the 2026 Financial Year (100th Financial Year of WOAH: 
1 January 2026 to 31 December 2026), 

THE ASSEMBLY 

RESOLVES  

1. To amend Resolution No. 9 of 29 May 2025 and to substitute paragraphs 2.1 and 2.2 thereof with the 
following paragraphs:  

1.1. Income 

Sections Description Amount € 

Section 1 

Members’ contributions (Article 11 - Organic Statutes and 

Article 14 - Organic Rules) 
16 798 000 

Extraordinary contributions 928 000 

Sub-total Section 1 17 726 000 

Section 2 

Registration fees (General Session, conferences) 120 000 

Publication sales - 

Fees for evaluation of sanitary status applications 70 000 

World Fund overheads 2 000 000 

Internal contributions 990 000 

Other operating revenue 1 160 700 

Sub-total Section 2 4 340 000 

Section 3 

Investment income 120 000 

Recovery of investment subsidies 29 000 

Reversal of provisions 763 500 

Sub-total Section 3 912 500 

TOTAL 22 978 500 
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1.2.  Expenses 

Budgetary chapters Amount € 

1. Information Management 2 872 970 

2. Standard Setting and Implementation 2 756 040 

3. Capacity Building 212 640 

4. Global Frameworks 970 140 

5. International Collaboration 0 

6. Institutional Governance  4 716 640 

7. General Administration  7 778 070 

8. Regional and Sub-Regional Representations 2 1 72 000 

9. Depreciation and Amortisation Expenses 1 500 000 

 TOTAL 22 978 500 

 

2. The income and expenses of the Regular Budget for the year 2026 are hereby established at 
€ 22,978,500. 

_______________ 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 20 May 2026  
in view of an entry into force on 21 May 2026) 
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RESOLUTION No. 14 

WOAH Budgetary Income and Expenses for the 101st Financial Year  
(1 January to 31 December 2027) 

CONSIDERING  

1. Article 15 of the Organic Statutes and Article 6.h of the Organic Rules of WOAH, 

2. The 8th Strategic Plan of WOAH established for the 2027-2031 period,  

THE ASSEMBLY 

RESOLVES  

1. To approve the 2027 Budgeted Work Programme, Income Estimates and Related Contribution Scale 
(93GS/Fin-05), subject to the Council’s review and approval to ensure that expenses remain within the 
allocated budget; 

2. That the budget of the Regular Budget for the 101st Financial Year, covering the period from 1 January 
2027 to 31 December 2027, shall be set at € 23,717,000 for income and expenses is established as 
follows: 

2.1. Income 

Sections Description Amount € 

Section 1 

Members’ contributions (Article 11 - Organic Statutes and 

Article 14 - Organic Rules) 
17 526 000 

Extraordinary contributions 850 000 

Sub-total Section 1 18 376 000 

Section 2 

Registration fees (General Session, conferences) 120 000 

Publication sales - 

Fees for evaluation of sanitary status applications 80 000 

World Fund overheads 2 000 000 

Internal contributions 990 800 

Other operating revenue 1 014 200 

Sub-total Section 2 4 205 000 

Section 3 

Investment income 120 000 

Recovery of investment subsidies 29 000 

Reversal of provisions 987 000 

Sub-total Section 3 1 136 000 

TOTAL 23 717 000 
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2.2.  Expenses 

Budgetary chapters Amount € 

1. Information Management 2 883 420 

2. Standard Setting and Implementation 2 851 320 

3. Capacity Building 217 040 

4. Global Frameworks 1 324 400 

5. International Collaboration 0 

6. Institutional Governance  4 803 140 

7. General Administration  7 976 680 

8. Regional and Sub-Regional Representations 2 161 000 

9. Depreciation and Amortisation Expenses 1 500 000 

 TOTAL 23 717 000 

 

RECOMMENDS THAT 

1. Members provide the necessary support for the implementation of the Budgeted Work Programme, 
through the timely payment of statutory contributions and, where possible, through extraordinary or 
voluntary contributions to the Regular Budget and/or to the World Animal Health and Welfare Fund, as 
well as through any other form of support to WOAH. 

 

_______________ 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 20 May 2025  
in view of an entry into force on 21 May 2025)
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RESOLUTION No. 15 

Member statutory contributions to WOAH for the 2027 Financial Year 

CONSIDERING  

1. Article 11 of the Organic Statutes and Article 14 of the Organic Rules of WOAH, 

2. Resolution No. 8 dated 1 June 2001 related to contributions by the Least Developed Countries (LDC), 

3. Resolution No. 11 of 30 May 2014 creating two categories of extraordinary contributions, 

4. Resolution No. 15 of 24 May 2018 related to taking into account when calculating the annual 
contributions of WOAH Members for the following year, the annual consumer price index (“OECD Total” 
CPI) for the previous year, 

5. The annual evolution of the statutory contribution categories that led to exceeding the threshold 
applicable to Category B extraordinary contributions, 

6. The 2025 “OECD-Total” CPI, which stands at 4.1% shall be used to calculate the contributions for 2027. 
This index is based on the average of eleven monthly indices for 2025 (January to September, 
November and December) as the data for October 2025 and the annual average for 2025 are not 
available. This is due to the absence of CPI data for the United States for October, as it has not been 
released by the US Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) following the government shutdown, 

THE ASSEMBLY 

RESOLVES  

1. That the annual statutory contribution from WOAH Members for the 2027 Financial Year are: 

Category Annual Contribution (€) 

1 345 700 

2 276 560 

3 207 420 

4 138 280 

5 69 140 

6 41 484 

 

2. That, in accordance with the six-category scale, WOAH will only call for 50% of the total contributions 
due from the Members classified as Least Developed Countries (LDCs) by the Economic and Social 
Council of the United Nations. 

3. That Members, while retaining the choice of category in which they are registered, may contribute to 
one of the two extraordinary categories in 2027. In this case, the concerned Members shall be exempt 
from paying their statutory contribution for the year in question. 
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4. The two extraordinary categories of contribution to be paid as a lump sum are: 

Category A: EUR 500 000 minimum 

Category B: EUR 400 000 minimum 

 

_______________ 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 20 May 2026  
in view of an entry into force on 21 May 2026) 

 



 

Final Report of the 93rd General Session – Paris, May 2026 108 

RESOLUTION No. 16 

Appointment of the External Auditor 

CONSIDERING  

1. Article 12.1. of the Financial Regulations concerning the appointment of the External Auditor and the 
renewal of their mandate, 

THE ASSEMBLY 

RESOLVES  

1. To entrust the Cour des Comptes (Supreme Audit Institution of the French Republic) with the mandate 
of External Auditor of WOAH Accounts to audit the 2026 financial statements. 

_______________ 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 20 May 2026 
in view of an entry into force on 21 May 2026)
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RESOLUTION No. 17 

Amendment of the Provisions in Chapter VI, Article 60.2-c of the Staff Regulations 

CONSIDERING  

1. Article 60.2 (c) of the Staff Regulations, regarding sick leave,  

2. The Financial Working Document Proposal for the Amendment of the Provisions in Chapter VI, 
Article 60.2 (c) of the Staff Regulations (93GS/Fin-06), 

THE ASSEMBLY 

RESOLVES  

1. In the Staff Regulations, Chapter VI, Article 60.2, paragraph c, first paragraph: replace ‘six’ with ‘three’. 
The second paragraph is deleted. 

_______________ 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 20 May 2026  

in view of an entry into force on 21 May 2026) 
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RESOLUTION No. 18 

Updated Global Action Plan on Antimicrobial Resistance 2026–2036 

CONSIDERING THAT 

1. The first Global Action Plan on antimicrobial resistance (GAP-AMR) was issued by the World Health 
Organization (WHO) in 2015 to ensure treatment and prevention of infectious diseases with quality 
assured, safe and effective medicines, providing a framework for designing and implementation of 
National Action Plans on AMR (NAP-AMR), 

2. This first GAP-AMR, developed in collaboration with the United Nations’ Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) and the World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH), was subsequently adopted 
by WOAH through Resolution No. 26 in May 2015, in the spirit of the ‘One Health’ approach,  

3. WOAH’s Strategy on Antimicrobial Resistance and the Prudent Use of Antimicrobials (2016), adopted 
through Resolution No. 36 in May 2016, is aligned with the 2015 GAP-AMR Together with the 
recommendations from the 2nd WOAH Global Conference on AMR in 2018, it provides the basis for 
WOAH’s workplan on AMR, which is implemented under the oversight of the Working Group on 
Antimicrobial Resistance and the Director General; 

4. In October 2024, the 79th United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) adopted resolution A/RES/79/2 
concerning the political declaration of the high-level meeting on Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR), 
including the following commitment in paragraph No.25 ‘Request the Quadripartite organizations, in 
consultation with Member States, to update the Global Action Plan on Antimicrobial Resistance by 2026 
to ensure a robust and inclusive multisectoral response, through a One Health approach, that aligns 
with current realities to drive greater impact against antimicrobial resistance, and request the 
Quadripartite to report biennially on progress made towards their specific and joint commitments’,  

5. The 2015 GAP-AMR was updated in 2025 by the Quadripartite organisations (FAO, UNEP, WHO and 
WOAH), with input from their respective memberships, and relevant stakeholders through open online 
consultations facilitated by the AMR Multi-Stakeholder Partnership Platform (MSPP), technical 
consultations at WOAH of its Working Group on AMR, and the technical teams from headquarters, 
regional and subregional representation offices, and a final written consultation with the membership of 
each Quadripartite organisation, ensuring equitable representation of all sectors, 

6. The updated GAP-AMR 2026–2036 was then consolidated by the Quadripartite Joint Secretariat on 
AMR, and presented for consideration of WOAH’s Council at its March 2026 meeting, who approved 
the proposal to submit the updated GAP-AMR 2026–2036 for consideration by WOAH’s World Assembly 
of Delegates during the 93rd General Session, 

7. The updated GAP-AMR 2026–2036 was also endorsed by the Working Group on AMR during its 
meeting in March 2026, and therefore recommended WOAH’s Director General to present it as a 
resolution for adoption by WOAH’s World Assembly of Delegates during the 93rd General Session. 

8. The updated GAP-AMR 2026–2036 has been endorsed by WHO’s Executive Board and it is proposed 
for adoption by WHO Members during the 79th World Health Assembly on 18-23 May 2026. 

  

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789241509763
https://www.woah.org/en/document/a-reso-2015-public/
https://www.woah.org/en/document/en_oie-amrstrategy/
https://www.woah.org/en/document/a-reso-2016-public/
https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2021/03/a-2nd-oie-global-conf--recommendations.pdf
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/standard-setting-process/working-groups/working-group-on-antimicrobial-resistance/
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/standard-setting-process/working-groups/working-group-on-antimicrobial-resistance/
https://docs.un.org/en/A/RES/79/2
https://www.qjsamr.org/technical-work/updating-the-global-action-plan-on-amr
https://www.qjsamr.org/multistakeholder-partnership-platform/about
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THE ASSEMBLY 

RESOLVES  

1. To adopt the updated GAP-AMR 2026–2036 as Annex 2 of the report of the WOAH’s Working Group 
on Antimicrobial Resistance to the 93rd General Session (Doc. 93GS Tech-04). 

2. To request the Director General to publish the updated GAP-AMR 2026–2036 on the WOAH website. 

_______________ 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 21 May 2026  
in view of an entry into force on 22 May 2026) 
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RESOLUTION No. 19 

Recognition of the Foot and Mouth Disease Status of Members 

CONSIDERING THAT 

1. During the 62nd General Session, the World Assembly of Delegates (the Assembly) established a 
procedure for annually updating a List of Members and zones recognised as free from foot and mouth 
disease (FMD) according to the provisions of the Terrestrial Animal Health Code (Terrestrial Code), 

2. Through the Adapted Procedure 2020, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. 15, which specified and 
updated the procedure for Members to follow to achieve official recognition and maintenance of status 
for certain animal diseases, including FMD,  

3. Through the Adapted Procedure 2020, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. 16, which specified and 
updated the financial implications for Members applying for evaluation of official recognition of animal 
health status to meet part of the costs defrayed by WOAH in the evaluation process, 

4. During the 79th General Session, the Assembly noted that an explanatory document outlining the 
standard operating procedures for official animal health status evaluations had been compiled by WOAH 
Headquarters for the benefit of Members, 

5. During the 85th General Session, the Assembly noted a complete revision of the standard operating 
procedures providing further details on the process of official status recognition. The document has been 
published on the WOAH website, 

6. During the 86th General Session, the Assembly noted an explanatory document outlining the standard 
operating procedure for official recognition of animal health status of non-contiguous territories as part 
of a Member already having an official animal health status. The document has been published on the 
WOAH website, 

7. Information published by WOAH is derived from declarations made by the Delegates of Members. 
WOAH is not responsible for the publication and maintenance of Members’ or zonal animal health status 
based on inaccurate information or untimely reporting to WOAH Headquarters of changes in 
epidemiological status or other significant events subsequent to the time of declaration of freedom from 
FMD, 

THE ASSEMBLY 

RESOLVES THAT 

1. The Director General publish the following List of Members recognised as FMD-free where vaccination 
is not practised, according to the provisions of Chapter 8.8. of the Terrestrial Code: 
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Albania 
Australia 
Austria 
Belarus 
Belgium 
Belize 
Bosnia and Herzegovina 
Brunei 
Bulgaria 
Canada 
Chile 
Costa Rica 
Croatia 
Cuba 
Czech Republic 

Denmark1 

 

Dominican Republic 
El Salvador 
Estonia 

Finland2 

France3 
Germany 
Guatemala 
Guyana 
Haiti 
Honduras 
Hungary 
Iceland 
Ireland 
Italy  
Japan  
Latvia 
 

Liechtenstein 
Lithuania 
Luxembourg 
Madagascar 
Malta 
Mexico 
Montenegro 
New Caledonia  
New Zealand 
Nicaragua 
North Macedonia (Rep. 
of) 
Norway 
Panama 
Peru 
Philippines  
 

Poland 

Portugal4  
Romania 
San Marino 

Serbia5 
Singapore 
Slovakia 
Slovenia 

Spain6 

Suriname 
Sweden 
Switzerland 
The Netherlands 
Ukraine 

United Kingdom7 

United States of America8 

Vanuatu 
 

 

2. The Director General publish the following List of Members recognised as FMD-free where vaccination 
is practised, according to the provisions of Chapter 8.8. of the Terrestrial Code:  

 Paraguay, Uruguay 

3. The Director General publish the following List of Members having FMD-free zones9 where vaccination 
is not practised, according to the provisions of Chapter 8.8. of the Terrestrial Code:  

Argentina:  one zone designated by the Delegate of Argentina in documents addressed to the 
Director General in January 2007; 

 the summer pasture zone in the Province of San Juan as designated by the Delegate 
of Argentina in documents addressed to the Director General in April 2011; 

 Patagonia Norte A as designated by the Delegate of Argentina in documents 
addressed to the Director General in October 2013; 

Bolivia:  one zone consisting of the Department of Beni and the northern part of the 
Department of La Paz merged with the zone consisting of the Department of Pando 
(August 2018), as designated by the Delegate of Bolivia in documents addressed to 
the Director General in September 2022; 

  

 

1  Including Faroe Islands and Greenland. 
2  Including Åland Islands. 
3  Including French Guiana, Guadeloupe, Martinique, Réunion, Saint Pierre and Miquelon. 
4  Including Azores and Madeira. 
5  Excluding Kosovo administered by the United Nations. 
6  Including Balearic Islands and Canary Islands. 
7  Including Guernsey (incl. Alderney and Sark), Isle of Man, Jersey and Falkland Islands (Malvinas). (A dispute 

exists between the Government of Argentina and the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland concerning sovereignty over the Falkland Islands (Malvinas) [see resolution 2065 (XX) of the 
General Assembly of the United Nations]). 

8  Including American Samoa, Guam, Northern Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico and US Virgin Islands.  
9  For detailed information on the delimitation of zones of Members recognised as free from FMD, enquiries 

should be addressed to the Director General of WOAH. 
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one zone in the Macro-region of the Altiplano (November 2011) merged with the zone 
covering the Departments of Santa Cruz, Cochabamba, Chuquisaca, Tarija, and 
parts of La Paz, Oruro, and Potosí, as designated by the Delegate of Bolivia in 
documents addressed to the Director General in September 2024; 

Botswana:  one zone covering Zone 4 as designated by the Delegate of Botswana in documents 
addressed to the Director General in August 2014; 

 one zone covering Zone 3b designated by the Delegate of Botswana in documents 
addressed to the Director General in August 2016; 

 one zone covering Zone 7 designated by the Delegate of Botswana in documents 
addressed to the Director General in August 2018; 

Brazil:  Zone 1 consisting of the State of Santa Catarina designated by the Delegate of Brazil 
in documents addressed to the Director General in February 2007; 

 two zones of Brazil as designated by the Delegate of Brazil in documents addressed 
to the Director General in August 2020 as follows; 

- Zone 2: State of Paraná;  

- Zone 3: State of Rio Grande do Sul; 

 three zones of Brazil as designated by the Delegate of Brazil in documents 
addressed to the Director General in August 2025 as follows; 

- Zone 4 including the States of Acre and Rondônia as well as the State of 
Amazonas with the adjustment of the borders of the State of Amazonas;  

- Zone 5 including the States of Alagoas, Amapá, Bahia, Ceará, Espírito Santo, 
Goiás, Mato Grosso, Mato Grosso do Sul, Maranhão, Minas Gerais, Pará, 
Paraíba, Pernambuco, Piauí, Rio de Janeiro, Rio Grande do Norte, São 
Paulo, Sergipe, Tocantins and Distrito Federal; 

- Zone 6 including the State of Roraima.  

Chinese Taipei:  one zone covering Taiwan, Penghu and Matsu areas, as designated by the Delegate 
of Chinese Taipei in documents addressed to the Director General in September 
2019; 

Colombia:  one zone designated by the Delegate of Colombia in documents addressed to the 
Director General in November 1995 and in April 1996 (Area I - Northwest region of 
Chocó Department); 

 one zone designated by the Delegate of Colombia in documents addressed to the 
Director General in January 2008 (Archipelago de San Andrés and Providencia); 

 one zone covering the Departments of Amazonas, Vaupés, and the municipality of 
Miraflores in the Department of Guaviare, as designated by the Delegate of 
Colombia in a document addressed to the Director General in August 2025; 

Ecuador:  one zone consisting of the insular territory of the Galápagos, as designated by the 
Delegate of Ecuador in documents addressed to the Director General in August 
2014; 

Malaysia:  one zone covering the provinces of Sabah and Sarawak as designated by the 
Delegate of Malaysia in documents addressed to the Director General in December 
2003; 

Moldova:  one zone designated by the Delegate of Moldova in documents addressed to the 
Director General in July 2008; 
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Namibia:  one zone designated by the Delegate of Namibia in documents addressed to the 
Director General in February 1997; 

Russia:  one zone designated by the Delegate of Russia in documents addressed to the 
Director General in August 2015 and March 2016; 

4. The Director General publish the following List of Members having FMD-free zones10 where vaccination 
is practised, according to the provisions of Chapter 8.8. of the Terrestrial Code: 

Argentina:  one zone, consisting of two merged zones: Centro Norte and Cordón Fronterizo, as 
designated by the Delegate of Argentina in documents addressed to the Director 
General in March 2007 and October 2013, in August 2010 and February 2014, and 
in September 2024; 

Chinese Taipei:  one zone consisting of Kinmen County as designated by the Delegate of Chinese 
Taipei in documents addressed to the Director General in September 2017; 

Colombia:  three separate zones designated by the Delegate of Colombia in documents 
addressed to the Director General in September 2019 as follows: 

- Zone I (Northern border) consisting of Departments of La Guajira, Cesar and 
part of the Department of Norte de Santander; 

- Zone III (Trade) consisting of the Departments of Atlántico, Córdoba, 
Magdalena, Sucre and part of Antioquia, Bolívar and Chocó Departments;  

- Zone IV (Rest of the country), consisting of the Departments of Caldas, 
Caquetá, Cauca, Casanare, Cundinamarca, Guainía, Guaviare (excluding the 
Municipality municipality of Miraflores), Huila, Meta, Nariño, Quindío, 
Putumayo, Risaralda, Santander, Tolima, Valle del Cauca and part of 
Antioquia, Bolívar, Boyacá, and Chocó Departments; 

 one zone consisting of two merged zones designated by the Delegate of Colombia 
in documents addressed to the Director General in September 2019 and in August 
2020, which includes Zone II (Eastern border) and the former high surveillance zone 
covering the Departments of Arauca and Vichada and the municipality of Cubará of 
the Department of Boyacá; 

 one zone, namely Protection Zone I (PZ I) covering 29 municipalities of the 
Department of Norte de Santander, as designated by the Delegate of Colombia in 
documents addressed to the Director General in September 2022; 

Ecuador:  one zone consisting of the continental Ecuador, as designated by the Delegate of 
Ecuador in documents addressed to the Director General in August 2014; 

Kazakhstan:  five separate zones designated by the Delegate of Kazakhstan in documents 
addressed to the Director General in August 2016 as follows: 

- Zone I consisting of Almaty and Zhetisu regions; 

- Zone 2 consisting of Abay and East Kazakhstan regions;  

- Zone 3 including part of Kyzylorda region, northern part of South Kazakhstan 
region, northern and central parts of Zhambyl region; 

- Zone 4 including southern part of Kyzylorda region and south-western part of 
South Kazakhstan region; 

  

 

10  For detailed information on the delimitation of zones of Members recognised as free from FMD, enquiries 
should be addressed to the Director General of WOAH. 
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- Zone 5 including south-eastern part of South Kazakhstan region and southern 
part of Zhambyl region; 

Zone 6 composed of North-West and Central regions, as designated by the Delegate 
of Kazakhstan in a document addressed to the Director General in August 2025; 

Korea (Rep. of):  one zone consisting of the island of Jeju, as designated by the Delegate of Korea 
(Rep. of) in documents addressed to the Director General in August 2024; 

Russia:  two zones of Russia as designated by the Delegate of Russia in documents 
addressed to the Director General in August 2020 as follows: 

- Zone-South including Southern and North Caucasian Federal Districts, 
consisting of 13 Subjects: Rostov Oblast, Stavropol Krai, Krasnodar Krai, 
Volgograd Oblast, Astrakhan Oblast, Republic of Kalmykia, Chechen 
Republic, Republic of Ingushetia, Republic of Dagestan, Kabardino-Balkarian 
Republic, Karachay-Cherkess Republic, Republic of North Ossetia-Alania, 
Republic of Adygea; 

- Zone-Sakhalin consisting of the Island of Sakhalin and the Kurile Islands; 

Republic of Buryatia) and one Raion of the Republic of Altai (Kosh-Agachsky Raion) 
designated by the Delegate of Russia in documents addressed to the Director 
General in August 2021; 

one zone, namely Zone V ‘Far East’ consisting of five Subjects: Amur Oblast, Jewish 
Autonomous Oblast, Primorsky Krai, Khabarovsky Krai, Zabaykalsky Krai, as 
designated by the Delegate of Russia in documents addressed to the Director 
General in September 2022; 

one zone consisting of ten Russian Subjects: Saratov, Samara, Orenburg, 
Chelyabinsk, Kurgan, Tyumen, Omsk, Novosibirsk Oblasts, Altai Krai and the 
Republic of Altai with the exception of the Kosh-Agachsky Raion as designated by 
the Delegate of Russia in documents addressed to the Director General in 
September 2024; 

Türkiye (Rep. of):  one zone designated by the Delegate of Türkiye (Rep. of) in documents addressed 
to the Director General in November 2009; 

 one zone consisting of Gökçeada island, as designated by the Delegate of Türkiye 
(Rep. of) in a document addressed to the Director General in August 2025. 

AND 

5. The Delegates of these Members shall immediately notify the WOAH Headquarters if FMD occurs in 
their countries or free zones within their territories. 

_______________ 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 22 May 2026 
in view of an entry into force on 23 May 2026)
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RESOLUTION No. 20 

Endorsement of Official Control Programmes for Foot and Mouth Disease of Members 

CONSIDERING THAT 

1. During the 79th General Session, the World Assembly of Delegates (the Assembly) adopted Resolution 
No. 19 establishing a new step in the procedure for recognising the foot and mouth disease (FMD) status 
of a Member, namely the endorsement by WOAH of an official control programme for FMD being in 
compliance with the provisions of the chapter on FMD in the Terrestrial Animal Health Code (Terrestrial 
Code), 

2. Through the Adapted Procedure 2020, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. 15, which specified and 
updated the procedure for Members to follow to achieve endorsement of their official control programme 
for FMD,  

3. Through the Adapted Procedure 2020, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. 16, which specified and 
updated the financial implications for Members applying for endorsement of their official control 
programme for FMD to meet part of the costs defrayed by WOAH in the evaluation process, 

4. During the 79th General Session, the Assembly noted that an explanatory document outlining the 
standard operating procedures for official animal health status evaluations had been compiled by WOAH 
Headquarters for the benefit of Members, 

5. During the 85th General Session, the Assembly noted a complete revision of the standard operating 
procedures providing further details on the process of official status recognition. The document has been 
published on the WOAH website, 

6. Information published by WOAH is derived from declarations made by the Delegates of Members. 
WOAH is not responsible for the publication and maintenance of the endorsement of Members’ official 
control programme for FMD based on inaccurate information or non-reporting to WOAH Headquarters 
of significant changes in the implementation of relevant measures in the Member subsequent to the time 
of endorsement of the official control programme for FMD, 

THE ASSEMBLY 

RESOLVES THAT 

1. The Director General publish the following List of Members with an endorsed official control programme 
for FMD, according to the provisions of Chapter 8.8. of the Terrestrial Code: 

 Botswana   Morocco   Namibia 
 India    Mongolia   Thailand 
 Kyrgyzstan   

2. The Delegates of these Members shall notify WOAH Headquarters of the occurrence of FMD, changes 
in the epidemiological situation and other significant events in their countries or territories in accordance 
with Chapter 1.1. of the Terrestrial Code. 

 

_______________ 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 22 May 2026  

in view of an entry into force on 23 May 2026)
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RESOLUTION No. 21 

Recognition of the Contagious Bovine Pleuropneumonia Status of Members  

CONSIDERING THAT 

1. During the 71st General Session, the World Assembly of Delegates (the Assembly) established a 
procedure for annually updating a List of Members and zones recognised as free from contagious bovine 
pleuropneumonia (CBPP) according to the provisions of the Terrestrial Animal Health Code (Terrestrial 
Code), 

2. Through the Adapted Procedure 2020, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. 15, which specified and 
updated the procedure for Members to follow to achieve official recognition and maintenance of status 
for certain diseases, including CBPP, 

3. Through the Adapted Procedure 2020, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. 16, which specified and 
updated the financial implications for Members applying for evaluation of official recognition of animal 
health status to meet part of the costs defrayed by WOAH in the evaluation process, 

4. During the 79th General Session, the Assembly noted that an explanatory document outlining the standard 
operating procedures for official animal health status evaluations had been compiled by WOAH 
Headquarters for the benefit of Members, 

5. During the 85th General Session, the Assembly noted a complete revision of the standard operating 
procedures providing further details on the process of official status recognition. The document has been 
published on the WOAH website, 

6. During the 86th General Session, the Assembly noted an explanatory document outlining the standard 
operating procedure for official recognition of animal health status of non-contiguous territories as part 
of a Member already having an official animal health status. The document has been published on the 
WOAH website, 

7. Information published by WOAH is derived from declarations made by the Delegates of Members. 
WOAH is not responsible for the publication and maintenance of Members’ or zonal animal health status 
based on inaccurate information or untimely reporting to WOAH Headquarters of changes in 
epidemiological status or other significant events subsequent to the time of declaration of freedom from 
CBPP, 

THE ASSEMBLY 

RESOLVES THAT 

1. The Director General publish the following List of Members recognised as CBPP-free according to the 
provisions of Chapter 11.5. of the Terrestrial Code: 
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Argentina 
Australia 
Bolivia 
Botswana 
Brazil 
Canada 
China (People’s Rep. of) 
Colombia 
Czech Republic 

 

Ecuador 
Eswatini 

France1 
India 
Italy 
Mexico 
Mongolia 
New Caledonia 
Norway 
 

Paraguay 
Peru 

Portugal2 
Russia 
Singapore 
South Africa 
Switzerland 
United States of America 
Uruguay 
 

 

2. The Director General publish the following List of Members having a CBPP-free zone3 according to the 
provisions of Chapter 11.5. of the Terrestrial Code. 

Namibia:  one zone located south of the Veterinary Cordon Fence, designated by the Delegate 
of Namibia in documents addressed to the Director General in October 2015; 

AND 

3. The Delegates of these Members shall immediately notify the WOAH Headquarters if CBPP occurs in 
their countries or free zone within their territories. 

_______________ 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 22 May 2026 
in view of an entry into force on 23 May 2026)

 

1 Including French Guiana, Guadeloupe, Martinique, Mayotte, and Réunion. 
2 Including French Guiana, Guadeloupe, Martinique, Mayotte, and Réunion. Including Azores and Madeira. 
3 For detailed information on the delimitation of the zone of the Member recognised as free from CBPP, enquiries 

should be addressed to the Director General of WOAH. 
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RESOLUTION No. 22 

Endorsement of Official Control Programmes for  
Contagious Bovine Pleuropneumonia of Members 

CONSIDERING THAT  

1. During the 82nd General Session, the World Assembly of Delegates (the Assembly) adopted Resolution 
No. 31 establishing the endorsement by WOAH of an official control programme for contagious bovine 
pleuropneumonia (CBPP), in accordance with the relevant provisions of the chapter on CBPP in the 
Terrestrial Animal Health Code (Terrestrial Code),  

2. Through the Adapted Procedure 2020, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. 15, which specified and 
updated the procedure for Members to follow to achieve endorsement of their official control programme 
for CBPP, 

3. Through the Adapted Procedure 2020, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. 16, which specified and 
updated the financial implications for Members applying for endorsement of their official control 
programme for CBPP to meet part of the costs defrayed by WOAH in the evaluation process, 

4. During the 79th General Session, the Assembly noted that an explanatory document outlining the 
standard operating procedures for official animal health status evaluations had been compiled by WOAH 
Headquarters for the benefit of Members, 

5. During the 85th General Session, the Assembly noted a complete revision of the standard operating 
procedures providing further details on the process of official status recognition. The document has been 
published on the WOAH website, 

6. Information published by WOAH is derived from declarations made by the Delegates of Members. 
WOAH is not responsible for the publication and maintenance of the endorsement of Members’ official 
control programme for CBPP based on inaccurate information or non-reporting to WOAH Headquarters 
of significant changes in the implementation of relevant measures in the Member subsequent to the time 
of endorsement of the official control programme for CBPP, 

THE ASSEMBLY  

RESOLVES THAT 

1. The Director General publish the following List of Members with an endorsed official control programme 
for CBPP, according to the provisions of Chapter 11.5. of the Terrestrial Code: 

 Namibia   Zambia    
 

2. The Delegates of these Members shall notify WOAH Headquarters of the occurrence of CBPP, changes 
in the epidemiological situation and other significant events in their countries or territories in accordance 
with Chapter 1.1. of the Terrestrial Code. 

______________  

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 22 May 2026 
in view of an entry into force on 23 May 2026) 
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RESOLUTION No. 23 

Recognition of the Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy Risk Status of Members 

CONSIDERING THAT  

1. During the 67th General Session, the World Assembly of Delegates (the Assembly) established a procedure 
for annually updating a List of Members and zones, categorised by their bovine spongiform encephalopathy 
(BSE) risk according to the provisions of the Terrestrial Animal Health Code (Terrestrial Code),  

2. Through the Adapted Procedure 2020, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. 15, which specified and 
updated the procedure for Members to follow to achieve official recognition and maintenance of status 
of certain diseases, including BSE risk status, 

3. Through the Adapted Procedure 2020, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. 16, which specified and 
updated the financial implications for Members applying for evaluation of official recognition of BSE risk 
status to meet part of the costs defrayed by WOAH in the evaluation process, 

4. During the 79th General Session, the Assembly noted that an explanatory document outlining the 
standard operating procedures for official animal health status evaluations had been compiled by WOAH 
Headquarters for the benefit of Members, 

5. During the 85th General Session, the Assembly noted a complete revision of the standard operating 
procedures providing further details on the process of official status recognition. The document has been 
published on the WOAH website, 

6. During the 86th General Session, the Assembly noted an explanatory document outlining the standard 
operating procedure for official recognition of animal health status of non-contiguous territories as part 
of a Member already having an official animal health status. The document has been published on the 
WOAH website, 

7. Information published by WOAH is derived from declarations made by the Delegates of Members. 
WOAH is not responsible for the publication and maintenance of Members’ or zonal risk status based 
on inaccurate information or untimely reporting to WOAH Headquarters of changes in epidemiological 
status or other significant events subsequent to the time of declaration of the BSE risk status, 

THE ASSEMBLY  

RESOLVES THAT 

1. The Director General publish the following List of Members recognised as having a negligible BSE risk 
in accordance with Chapter 11.4. of the Terrestrial Code: 

Argentina 
Australia 
Austria 
Belgium 
Bolivia 
Brazil 
Bulgaria 
Canada 
Chile 

Denmark 
Estonia 

Finland1 
France 
Germany 
Hungary 
Iceland 
India 
Ireland 

Latvia  
Liechtenstein  
Lithuania  
Luxembourg  
Malta  
Mexico  
Namibia  
New Zealand 
Nicaragua  

Poland  

Portugal2  
Romania  

Serbia3  
Singapore  
Slovakia  
Slovenia  

 

1 Including Åland Islands. 
2 Including Azores and Madeira. 
3 Excluding Kosovo administered by the United Nations. 
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Colombia 
Costa Rica 
Croatia 
Cyprus 
Czech Republic 

Israel 
Italy 
Japan 
Korea (Rep. of) 

Norway  
Panama  
Paraguay  
Peru 
 

Spain4  
Sweden  
Switzerland  
The Netherlands 
United States of 
America  
Uruguay 

 

2. The Director General publish the following List of Members recognised as having a controlled BSE risk 
in accordance with Chapter 11.4. of the Terrestrial Code: 

Chinese Taipei   Greece    
Ecuador    Russia 

3. The Director General publish the following List of Members with zones 5  recognised as having a 
negligible BSE risk in accordance with Chapter 11.4. of the Terrestrial Code: 

China (People’s Rep. of):  a zone designated by the Delegate of China (People’s Rep. of) in documents 
addressed to the Director General in November 2013, consisting of the 
China (People’s Rep. of), with the exclusion of Hong Kong and Macau; 

United Kingdom:  one zone consisting of Northern Ireland as designated by the Delegate of 
the United Kingdom in documents addressed to the Director General in 
September 2016. 

 one zone consisting of Jersey as designated by the Delegate of the United 
Kingdom in documents addressed to the Director General in August 2019; 

 one zone consisting of England and Wales as designated by the Delegate 
of the United Kingdom in documents addressed to the Director General in 
September and October 2016, November 2021 and August 2024; 

 one zone consisting of Scotland as designated by the Delegate of the United 
Kingdom in documents addressed to the Director General in September and 
October 2016 and in December 2018 and August 2024; 

AND 

4. The Delegates of these Members shall immediately notify WOAH Headquarters if BSE occurs in their 
countries or zones within their territories. 

______________  

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 22 May 2026 
in view of an entry into force on 23 May 2026) 

  

 

4  Including Balearic Islands and Canary Islands. 
5  For detailed information on the delimitation of the zones of the Members recognised as having a negligible or 

controlled BSE risk, enquiries should be addressed to the Director General of WOAH. 
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RESOLUTION No. 24 

Recognition of the African Horse Sickness Status of Members 

CONSIDERING THAT  

1. During the 80th General Session, the World Assembly of Delegates (the Assembly) adopted Resolution 
No. 19, which amended the chapter of the Terrestrial Animal Health Code (Terrestrial Code) on African 
horse sickness (AHS). These standards provide a pathway for Members or zones to be recognised by 
WOAH as free from AHS,  

2. Through the Adapted Procedure 2020, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. 15, which specified and 
updated the procedure for Members to follow to achieve official recognition and maintenance of status 
for certain animal diseases, including AHS, 

3. Through the Adapted Procedure 2020, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. 16, which specified and 
updated the financial implications for Members applying for evaluation of official recognition of animal 
health status to meet part of the costs defrayed by WOAH in the evaluation process. 

4. During the 79th General Session, the Assembly noted that an explanatory document outlining the 
standard operating procedures for official animal health status evaluations had been compiled by WOAH 
Headquarters for the benefit of Members, 

5. During the 85th General Session, the Assembly noted a complete revision of the standard operating 
procedures providing further details on the process of official status recognition. The document has been 
published on the WOAH website, 

6. During the 86th General Session, the Assembly noted an explanatory document outlining the standard 
operating procedure for official recognition of animal health status of non-contiguous territories as part 
of a Member already having an official animal health status. The document has been published on the 
WOAH website, 

7. Information published by WOAH is derived from declarations made by the Delegates of Members. 
WOAH is not responsible for the publication and maintenance of Members’ or zonal animal health status 
based on inaccurate information or untimely reporting to WOAH Headquarters of changes in 
epidemiological status or other significant events subsequent to the time of declaration of freedom from 
AHS, 

THE ASSEMBLY  

RESOLVES THAT 

1. The Director General publish the following List of Members recognised as AHS-free according to the 
provisions of Chapter 12.1. of the Terrestrial Code: 
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Algeria  
Andorra  
Argentina  
Australia  
Austria  
Azerbaijan  
Bahrain  
Belgium  
Bolivia  
Bosnia and 
Herzegovina  
Brazil  
Bulgaria  
Canada  
Chile  
China (People’s Rep. 

of)6  
Chinese Taipei 
Colombia  
Croatia 

Cyprus  
Czech Rep.  
Denmark  
Ecuador  
Egypt  
Estonia  

Finland7 

France8  
Germany  
Greece  
Hungary  
Iceland  
India  
Ireland  
Italy  
Japan  
Kazakhstan  
Korea (Rep. of) 

Kuwait  
Latvia  
Liechtenstein 
Lithuania  
Luxembourg  
Malaysia  
Malta  
Mexico  
Morocco  
New Caledonia  
New Zealand  
North Macedonia 
(Rep. of)  
Norway  
Oman  
Paraguay  
Peru  
Philippines  
Poland  

Portugal9 

Qatar  
Romania  
Saudi Arabia 
Singapore  
Slovakia  
Slovenia  

Spain10  
Sweden  
Switzerland  
Thailand  
The Netherlands 
Tunisia  
Türkiye (Rep. of) 
United Arab Emirates 

United Kingdom11 
United States of 

America12  
Uruguay 

 

AND 

2. The Delegates of these Members shall immediately notify WOAH Headquarters if AHS occurs in their 
countries or their territories.  

______________  

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 22 May 2026 
in view of an entry into force on 23 May 2026) 

 
  

 

6  Including Hong Kong and Macau. 
7  Including Åland Islands. 
8  Including Åland Islands. Including French Guiana, Guadeloupe, Martinique, Mayotte, Réunion, Saint 

Barthélemy, Saint Martin, Saint Pierre-and-Miquelon. 
9  Including Azores and Madeira. 
10  Including Balearic Islands and Canary Islands. 
11  Including Balearic Islands and Canary Islands. Including Cayman Islands, Guernsey (incl. Alderney and Sark), 

Isle of Man, Jersey, Saint Helena and Falkland Islands (Malvinas). (A dispute exists between the Government 
of Argentina and the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland concerning 
sovereignty over the Falkland Islands (Malvinas) [see resolution 2065 (XX) of the General Assembly of the 
United Nations]). 

12  Including American Samoa, Guam, Northern Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico and US Virgin Islands. 
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RESOLUTION No. 25 

Recognition of the Peste des Petits Ruminants Status of Members 

CONSIDERING THAT  

1. During the 81st General Session, the World Assembly of Delegates (the Assembly) adopted Resolution 
No. 29, which amended the chapter of the Terrestrial Animal Health Code (Terrestrial Code) on peste 
des petits ruminants (PPR). These standards provide a pathway for Members or zones to be recognised 
by WOAH as free from PPR,  

2. Through the Adapted Procedure 2020, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. 15, which specified and 
updated the procedure for Members to follow to achieve official recognition and maintenance of status 
for certain animal diseases, including PPR, 

3. Through the Adapted Procedure 2020, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. 16, which specified and 
updated the financial implications for Members applying for evaluation of official recognition of animal 
health status to meet part of the costs defrayed by WOAH in the evaluation process, 

4. During the 79th General Session, the Assembly noted that an explanatory document outlining the 
standard operating procedures for official animal health status evaluations had been compiled by WOAH 
Headquarters for the benefit of Members, 

5. During the 85th General Session, the Assembly noted a complete revision of the standard operating 
procedures providing further details on the process of official status recognition. The document has been 
published on the WOAH website, 

6. During the 86th General Session, the Assembly noted an explanatory document outlining the standard 
operating procedure for official recognition of animal health status of non-contiguous territories as part 
of a Member already having an official animal health status. The document has been published on the 
WOAH website, 

7. Information published by WOAH is derived from declarations made by the Delegates of Members. 
WOAH is not responsible for the publication and maintenance of Members’ or zonal animal health status 
based on inaccurate information or untimely reporting to WOAH Headquarters of changes in 
epidemiological status or other significant events subsequent to the time of declaration of freedom from 
PPR, 

THE ASSEMBLY  

RESOLVES THAT 

1. The Director General publish the following List of Members recognised as PPR-free according to the 
provisions of Chapter 14.7. of the Terrestrial Code: 
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Argentina  
Australia  
Austria  
Azerbaijan  
Belgium  
Bolivia  
Bosnia and 
Herzegovina 
Botswana  
Brazil  
Canada  
Chile  
Chinese Taipei 
Colombia  
Cyprus  
Czech Republic 

Denmark  
Ecuador  
Estonia  
Eswatini  

Finland13  

France14 
Germany  
Hungary  
Iceland  
Ireland  
Italy  
Korea (Rep. of)  
Latvia  
Lesotho 

Liechtenstein 
Lithuania  
Luxembourg 
Madagascar  
Malta  
Mexico  
New Caledonia  
New Zealand  
North Macedonia 
(Rep. of)  
Norway  
Paraguay  
Peru  
Philippines  
Poland 

Portugal15  
Russia  
Singapore  
Slovakia  
Slovenia  
South Africa  

Spain16  
Sri Lanka  
Sweden  
Switzerland  
The Netherlands 

United Kingdom17 
United States of 

America18  
Uruguay 

 

2. The Director General publish the following List of Members having a PPR-free zone19 according to the 
provisions of Chapter 14.7. of the Terrestrial Code: 

Namibia:  one zone located south of the Veterinary Cordon Fence, designated by the 
Delegate of Namibia in documents addressed to the Director General in 
November 2014; 

AND 

3. The Delegates of these Members shall immediately notify WOAH Headquarters if PPR occurs in their 
countries or free zone within their territories. 

______________  

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 22 May 2026 
in view of an entry into force on 23 May 2026) 

  

 

13  Including Åland Islands. 
14  Including Åland Islands. Including French Guiana, Guadeloupe, Martinique, Réunion, Saint Barthélémy, Saint 

Martin, Saint Pierre and Miquelon. 
15  Including Azores and Madeira. 
16  Including Balearic Islands and Canary Islands. 
17  Including Cayman Islands, Guernsey (incl. Alderney and Sark), Isle of Man, Jersey, Saint Helena and Falkland 

Islands (Malvinas). (A dispute exists between the Government of Argentina and the Government of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland concerning sovereignty over the Falkland Islands (Malvinas) 
[see resolution 2065 (XX) of the General Assembly of the United Nations]). 

18  Including American Samoa, Guam, Northern Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico and US Virgin Islands. 
19  For detailed information on the delimitation of the zone of the Member recognised as free from PPR, enquiries 

should be addressed to the Director General of WOAH. 
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RESOLUTION No. 26 

Recognition of the Classical Swine Fever Status of Members 

CONSIDERING THAT  

1. During the 81st General Session, the World Assembly of Delegates (the Assembly) adopted Resolution 
No. 29, which amended the chapter of the Terrestrial Animal Health Code (Terrestrial Code) on classical 
swine fever (CSF). These standards provide a pathway for Members or zones to be recognised by 
WOAH as free from CSF,  

2. Through the Adapted Procedure 2020, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. 15, which specified and 
updated the procedure for Members to follow to achieve official recognition and maintenance of status 
for certain animal diseases, including CSF, 

3. Through the Adapted Procedure 2020, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. 16, which specified and 
updated the financial implications for Members applying for evaluation of official recognition of animal 
health status to meet part of the costs defrayed by WOAH in the evaluation process, 

4. During the 79th General Session, the Assembly noted that an explanatory document outlining the 
standard operating procedures for official animal health status evaluations had been compiled by WOAH 
Headquarters for the benefit of Members,, 

5. During the 85th General Session, the Assembly noted a complete revision of the standard operating 
procedures providing further details on the process of official status recognition. The document has been 
published on the WOAH website, 

6. During the 86th General Session, the Assembly noted an explanatory document outlining the standard 
operating procedure for official recognition of animal health status of non-contiguous territories as part 
of a Member already having an official animal health status. The document has been published on the 
WOAH website, 

7. Information published by WOAH is derived from declarations made by the Delegates of Members. 
WOAH is not responsible for the publication and maintenance of Members’ or zonal animal health status 
based on inaccurate information or untimely reporting to WOAH Headquarters of changes in 
epidemiological status or other significant events subsequent to the time of declaration of freedom from 
CSF, 

THE ASSEMBLY  

RESOLVES THAT 

1. The Director General publish the following List of Members recognised as CSF-free according to the 
provisions of Chapter 15.2. of the Terrestrial Code: 
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Argentina  
Australia  
Austria  
Belgium  
Bulgaria  
Canada  
Chile  
Chinese Taipei  
Costa Rica  
Croatia 

Czech Republic 
Denmark  

Finland20  

France21  
Germany  
Hungary  
Ireland  
Italy  
Kazakhstan  
Latvia 

Liechtenstein 
Luxembourg  
Malta  
Mexico  
New Caledonia  
New Zealand  
Norway  
Paraguay  
Poland  

Portugal22 

Slovakia  
Slovenia  

Spain23  
Sweden  
Switzerland  
The Netherlands 

United Kingdom24 
United States of 

America25  
Uruguay 

 

4. The Director General publish the following List of Members having a PPR-free zone26 according to the 
provisions of Chapter 14.7. of the Terrestrial Code: 

Namibia:  one zone located south of the Veterinary Cordon Fence, designated by the 
Delegate of Namibia in documents addressed to the Director General in 
November 2014; 

AND 

5. The Delegates of these Members shall immediately notify WOAH Headquarters if PPR occurs in their 
countries or free zone within their territories. 

______________  

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 22 May 2026 
in view of an entry into force on 23 May 2026) 

  

 

20  Including Åland Islands. 
21  Including French Guiana, Guadeloupe, Martinique, Mayotte and Réunion. 
22  Including Azores and Madeira. 
23  Including Balearic Islands and Canary Islands. 
24  Including Guernsey (incl. Alderney and Sark), Isle of Man and Jersey. 
25  Including Guam, Puerto Rico and US Virgin Islands. 
26  For detailed information on the delimitation of the zone of the Member recognised as free from PPR, enquiries 

should be addressed to the Director General of WOAH. 
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RESOLUTION No. 27 

Endorsement of Official Control Programmes for Dog-Mediated Rabies of Members 

CONSIDERING THAT  

1. During the 84th General Session, the World Assembly of Delegates (the Assembly) adopted Resolution 
No. 26, which confirmed Members’ commitment towards the elimination of dog mediated rabies by 2030,  

2. During the 87th General Session, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. 27 establishing the 
endorsement by WOAH of an official control programme for dog-mediated rabies, in accordance with 
the relevant provisions of the chapter on infection with rabies virus in the Terrestrial Animal Health Code 
(Terrestrial Code), 

3. Through the Adapted Procedure 2020, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. 15, which specified the 
procedure for Members to follow to achieve endorsement of their official control programme for dog-
mediated rabies,  

4. Through the Adapted Procedure 2020, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. 16, which specified the 
financial implications for Members applying for endorsement of their official control programme for dog-
mediated rabies to meet part of the costs defrayed by WOAH in the evaluation process, 

5. During the 79th General Session, the Assembly noted that an explanatory document outlining the 
standard operating procedures for official animal health status evaluations had been compiled by WOAH 
Headquarters for the benefit of Members, 

6. During the 85th General Session, the Assembly noted a complete revision of the standard operating 
procedures providing further details on the process of official status recognition. The document has been 
published on the WOAH website, 

7. Information published by WOAH is derived from declarations made by the Delegates of Members. 
WOAH is not responsible for the publication and maintenance of the endorsement of Members’ official 
control programme for dog-mediated rabies based on inaccurate information or non reporting to WOAH 
Headquarters of significant changes in the implementation of relevant measures in the Member 
subsequent to the time of endorsement of the official control programme for dog-mediated rabies, 

THE ASSEMBLY  

RESOLVES THAT 

1. The Director General publish the following List of Members with an endorsed official control programme 
for dog-mediated rabies, according to the provisions of Chapter 8.15. of the Terrestrial Code: 

Malawi   Saudi Arabia  Zimbabwe    
Namibia   Tanzania 
Philippines  Zambia 

2. The Delegates of these Members shall notify WOAH Headquarters the occurrence of dog-mediated 
rabies, changes in the epidemiological situation and other significant events in their countries or 
territories in accordance with Chapter 1.1. of the Terrestrial Code. 

______________  

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 22 May 2026 
in view of an entry into force on 23 May 2026) 
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RESOLUTION No. 28 

Designation of Facilities Holding Rinderpest Virus Containing Material to  
Maintain Global Freedom from Rinderpest 

ACKNOWLEDGING the declaration of global freedom from rinderpest in May 2011 and the commitment made 
by Members to maintaining this status, reaffirmed through WOAH Resolution No. 21 (2017),  

REITERATING the importance of reducing the risk posed by rinderpest virus containing material through its 
safe destruction, including all the non-essential material held by designated facilities (hereinafter ‘Rinderpest 
Holding Facilities’),  

CONSIDERING THAT  

1. Resolution No. 23 (2014) requested the Director General to put in place, jointly with the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), a system to designate, inspect, monitor and 
evaluate Rinderpest Holding Facilities,  

2. Resolution No. 24 (2019) extended the designation of the Rinderpest Holding Facilities first designated 
through Resolution No. 25 (2015) for a three-year period, 

3. Resolution No. 23 (2019) designated two new Rinderpest Holding Facilities for a three-year period. 

4. Resolution No. 27 (2022) extended the designation of all the previously designated Rinderpest Holding 
Facilities for a one-year period. 

5. Resolution No. 27 (2023) extended the designation of all the previously designated Rinderpest Holding 
Facilities for a three-year period, based on four site inspections undertaken in 2022.  

6. The Mandate for Rinderpest Holding Facilities from Resolution No. 27 (2023) has been updated to reflect 
that the definition of essential rinderpest virus containing material includes only vaccine strains listed in 
the WOAH Manual of Diagnostic Tests and Vaccines, manufactured vaccines, and materials for vaccine 
production (Appendix I).  

7. Resolutions No. 27 (2022) and No. 27 (2023) mandated Rinderpest Holding Facilities to work towards 
an ever-reducing inventory.  

8. Resolution No. 22 (2025) recommended that Members, including those hosting designated Rinderpest 
Holding Facilities, destroy all non-essential rinderpest virus containing material, noting that field strains, 
plasmids, and other materials not mentioned in preambulatory clause no. 6 are considered non-
essential. Further, Resolution No. 22 (2025) designated one new Rinderpest Holding Facility for a one-
year period and concluded, with high praise, the designation of one Rinderpest Holding Facility.  

9. In April 2026, an independent team of experts commissioned by WOAH and FAO carried out the site 
inspection of a Rinderpest Holding Facility which had been designated in 2016, re-inspected in 2022, 
and had recently moved to a different location. 

10. In 2026, the FAO-WOAH Joint Advisory Committee for Rinderpest has assessed the compliance of the 
eight designated Rinderpest Holding Facilities with the Mandate, as well as the implementation of 
corrective actions to resolve findings and recommendations from the respective site inspections. 
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THE ASSEMBLY  

RESOLVES  

To extend the designation of the following facilities as approved for holding rinderpest virus containing material 
for the period of three years, on behalf of the WOAH, and subject to equivalent action by FAO:  

A)  Rinderpest Holding Facility for storing rinderpest virus containing material, excluding vaccine 
stocks:  

1. African Union Pan African Veterinary Vaccine Centre (AU-PANVAC), Debre-Zeit, Ethiopia.  

2. China Institute of Veterinary Drug Control/China Veterinary Culture Collection Center (IVDC), Beijing, 
People’s Republic of China.  

3. Indian Council of Agricultural Research – National Institute for High Security Animal Diseases, Bhopal, 
India.  

4. High Containment Facilities of Exotic Diseases Research Station, National Institute of Animal Health, 
Kodaira, Tokyo, Japan.  

5. USDA-APHIS, Foreign Animal Disease Diagnostic Laboratory (FADDL) at the National Bio and Agro-
Defense Facility, Manhattan, Kansas, United States of America.  

6. The Pirbright Institute, Surrey, United Kingdom.  

B)  Rinderpest Holding Facility for storing rinderpest virus containing material, excluding vaccine 
stocks:  

1. African Union Pan African Veterinary Vaccine Centre (AU-PANVAC), Debre-Zeit, Ethiopia.  

2. Centre de coopération internationale en recherche agronomique pour le développement (CIRAD), 
Montpellier, France.  

3. China Institute of Veterinary Drug Control/China Veterinary Culture Collection Center (IVDC), Beijing, 
People’s Republic of China.  

4. Building for Safety Evaluation Research, Production Center for Biologicals; Building for Biologics, 
Research and Development (storage), National Institute of Animal Health, Tsukuba, Ibaraki, Japan.  

To designate the following facility as approved for holding rinderpest virus containing material (Category B) for 
the period of three years, on behalf of WOAH, and subject to equivalent action by FAO.  

B)  Rinderpest Holding Facility for storing only manufactured vaccines, vaccine stocks and material 
solely for their production:  

1. Indian Council of Agricultural Research – National Institute for High Security Animal Diseases, Bhopal, 
India.  

______________ 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 22 May 2026 
in view of an entry into force on 23 May 2026) 
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Appendix I  

MANDATE FOR A FACILTY DESIGNATED TO HOLD RINDERPEST VIRUS CONTAINING MATERIAL  

The facilities designated by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and the World 

Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH) to hold rinderpest virus (RPV)-containing material27  (hereinafter 
‘Rinderpest Holding Facilities’) have a mandate which justifies their function and ensures safe storage of this 
material.  

The Rinderpest Holding Facility has a separate mandate and approval mechanism to that of a WOAH 
Reference Laboratory for rinderpest and a FAO Reference Centre for morbillivirus.  

Although the decision to designate a Rinderpest Holding Facility lies with the WOAH World Assembly of 
Delegates, the Member’s WOAH Delegate must support the application and be fully aware of the Mandate, 
and the country hosting the Rinderpest Holding Facility should have an up-to-date contingency plan for 
rinderpest.  

The following text describes the Mandates of the two categories of Rinderpest Holding Facility:  

A)  Rinderpest Holding Facility for storing rinderpest virus containing material, excluding vaccine 
stocks.  

B)  Rinderpest Holding Facility for storing only manufactured vaccines, vaccine stocks and material 
solely for their production.  

A)  Rinderpest holding facilities for storing rinderpest virus containing material, excluding vaccine 
stocks:  

1. To retain an up-to-date inventory of RPV-containing material and sequence data (including 
recording entry and exit of this material into and out of the facility), and to share this information 
with FAO and WOAH through the designated web-based system.  

2. To send an annual report to FAO and WOAH through the designated web-based system.  

3. To safely hold RPV-containing material at an appropriate level of biocontainment and ensure 
appropriate measures are taken to prevent its accidental or deliberate release.  

4. To accept RPV-containing material from FAO and WOAH Members for safe storage and/or for 
destruction.  

5. To notify FAO and WOAH before receiving RPV-containing material from other institutes for FAO 
to assist in shipping if needed and to ensure chain of custody. 

6. To provide RPV-containing material to other institutes for the research or vaccine manufacture that 
has been approved by FAO and WOAH.  

 

27  RPV-containing material means field and laboratory strains of RPV; vaccine strains of RPV including valid and 
expired vaccine stocks; tissues, sera and other material from animals known or suspected to be infected; 
laboratory-generated diagnostic material containing live virus, recombinant morbilliviruses (segmented or 
nonsegmented) containing unique RPV nucleic acid or amino acid sequences, and full length genomic material 
including virus RNA and its cDNA copies. Subgenomic fragments of RPV genome (either as plasmid or 
incorporated into recombinant viruses) that cannot be incorporated into a replicating morbillivirus or 
morbilliviruslike virus are not considered to be RPV-containing material, neither are sera that have been either 
heat-treated to at least 56°C for at least two hours, or shown to be free from RPV genome sequences by a 
validated RT-PCR assay. 
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7. To contribute, when requested by FAO and WOAH, to the Global Rinderpest Action Plan and the 
global rinderpest vaccine reserve.  

8. To maintain a system of quality assurance, biosafety and biosecurity, and to notify FAO and WOAH, 
should a breach of biocontainment happen, with or without release of RPV-containing material.  

9. To notify immediately FAO and WOAH of any release or contamination of RPV-containing material 
in other virus stock or material stored at the facility.  

10. To seek approval from FAO and WOAH before manipulating RPV-containing materials for the 
purposes of research or any other purposes, including in private sector institutions, or before 
shipping RPV-containing materials to other institutes. 

11. To work towards an ever-reducing inventory of RPV-containing material from the time of adoption 

of the resolution, aiming to keep only essential material28 to safeguard the global freedom. 

12. To participate in scientific meetings in its capacity as FAO-WOAH Rinderpest Holding Facility and 
using that title.  

13. To undergo regular inspections and inventory audits by FAO and WOAH, at the institute’s expense, 
to ensure that storage is secure and that safe operating conditions are met.  

14. To fully cooperate by providing all the relevant reports and information when FAO and WOAH carry 
out a site inspection.  

15. To provide technical advice and/or training to personnel from other FAO and WOAH Member 
Countries on the destruction, safe shipment of RPV-containing material, and/or decontamination of 
facilities. 

16. To establish and maintain a network with other Rinderpest Holding Facilities. 

B)  Rinderpest holding facilities for storing only manufactured vaccines, vaccine stocks and material 
solely for their production:  

1. To retain an up-to-date inventory of vaccine stocks including current and expired vaccines and any 
materials solely for vaccine production and to share such information with FAO and WOAH through 
the designated web-based system.  

2. To send an annual report to FAO and WOAH through the designated web-based system.  

3. To validate or destroy stocks of expired vaccines and to share such information with FAO and 
WOAH through the designated web-based system.  

4. To accept vaccine virus seeds or stocks from FAO and WOAH Member Countries for safe storage 
and/or for destruction.  

5. To notify FAO and WOAH before receiving RPV-containing material from other institutes for FAO 
to assist in shipping if needed and to ensure the chain of custody. 

6. To provide vaccine virus seeds or vaccines to other institutes (public or private sector) for research 
or vaccine manufacture that has been approved by FAO and WOAH. 

  

 

28  Essential rinderpest virus containing material means only vaccine strains listed in the WOAH Manual of 
Diagnostic Tests and Vaccines, manufactured vaccine and materials for vaccine production. Field strains, 
plasmids, and other materials are deemed “non-essential” and should be destroyed. 

https://oieoffice365.sharepoint.com/sites/DEPStandardsFiler/Shared%20Documents/Trade/General%20Session/2026/Draft_FR/FINAL/To%20contribute,%20when%20requested%20by%20FAO%20and%20WOAH,%20to%20the%20Global%20Rinderpest%20Action%20Plan%20and%20the%20global%20rinderpest%20vaccine%20reserve
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7. To contribute, when requested by FAO and WOAH, to the global rinderpest vaccine reserve and 
the Global Rinderpest Action Plan, including through the emergency manufacture and preparation 
of vaccines in accordance with WOAH standards and the FAO-WOAH Criteria for Rinderpest 
Vaccine Manufacturers.  

8. To maintain a system of quality assurance, biosafety and biosecurity, and to notify FAO and WOAH, 
should a breach of biocontainment happen, with or without release of RPV-containing material.  

9. To notify immediately FAO and WOAH of any release or contamination of RPV-containing material 
in other virus stock or material stored at the facility.  

10. To seek approval from FAO and WOAH before manipulating RPV-containing materials for the 
purposes of vaccine production or any other purposes, or before shipping RPV-containing materials 
to other institutes. 

11. To regularly test the quality of the vaccines in accordance with the WOAH guidelines. 

12. To maintain and follow procedures approved by FAO and WOAH for managing vaccine stocks 
(storing packaged and manufactured vaccine).  

13. To work towards an ever-reducing inventory of RPV-containing material from the time of adoption 
of the resolution, aiming to keep only essential material (vaccine seed and manufactured vaccines 
listed in the WOAH Manual of Diagnostic Tests and Vaccines) to safeguard the global freedom.  

14. To undergo regular inspections and inventory audits by FAO and WOAH, at the institute’s expense, 
to ensure that storage is secure and that safe operating conditions are met. 

15. To fully cooperate by providing all the relevant reports and information when FAO and WOAH carry 
out a site inspection. 

16. To establish and maintain a network with other Rinderpest Holding Facilities. 

______________ 

  

https://www.woah.org/en/blog/document/criteria-for-rinderpest-vaccine-manufacturers/
https://www.woah.org/en/blog/document/criteria-for-rinderpest-vaccine-manufacturers/
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RESOLUTION No. 29 

Amendments to the WOAH Aquatic Animal Health Code 

CONSIDERING THAT  

1. The content of the WOAH Aquatic Animal Health Code (the Aquatic Code) is the result of modifications 
made by the World Assembly of Delegates during previous WOAH General Sessions;  

2. It is necessary to update the Aquatic Code in accordance with amendments proposed by the WOAH 
Aquatic Animal Health Standards Commission (Annexes 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10 of Document 93 GS/Tech-
07), after consultation with the World Assembly of Delegates. 

THE ASSEMBLY  

RESOLVES 

1. To adopt the updates to the Aquatic Code proposed in the Annexes 5 and 9 of Document 93 GS/Tech07 
in English, French and Spanish, each text being authentic; 

2. To adopt the updates to the Aquatic Code proposed in Annexes 6, 7, 8 and 10 of Document 93GS/Tech-
07 in English, French and Spanish, each text being authentic, with the following modifications: 

2.1.  In Annex 6 (Chapter 4.7.)  

a)  In Article 4.7.2. point 6, to add “as described in point 1 of Article 4.7.5.” after “all aquatic 
animals have been removed”.  

2.2.  In Annex 7 (Chapter 9.2.)  

a)  In Article 9.2.2., in the first sentence to delete “the following” before “species”.  

b)  In the table, to delete “all species” in the parenthesis on the three occasions where it occurs.  

c)  In the table, to replace “no common name” with “N/A” on the two occasions where it occurs.  

2.3.  In Annex 8 (Chapter 10.3.)  

a)  In Articles 10.3.5. and 10.3.6., in point 2) a) to replace “in Article 2.2.5.” with “in relevant 
sections” before “of the Aquatic Manual”. 

b)  In Article 10.3.5. and 10.3.6., in the second paragraph of point 2) b) to replace “comprises” 
with “includes”; and to replace the sentence “In all other cases passive surveillance would 
be insufficiently sensitive to support a self-declaration of freedom from disease.” with 
“Targeted surveillance can supplement passive surveillance as described in Article 1.4.3. 
and 1.4.12.”.  

2.4.  In Annex 10 (Update on viral taxonomy in Article X.X.1. of Chapters 9.3., 9.5., 9.6., 9.8., 9.10., 
10.4., 10.5., 10.6., 10.7., 10.9., 10.10., 10.11. and 11.1.)  

a)  In the first paragraph of Article 10.4.1. of Chapter 10.4., to reinstate “the non-pathogenic” 
before “full length highly polymorphic region”.  

b)  In Chapter 9.3., in the title to add “infectious” before “decapod iridescent virus 1” and in 
Article 9.3.1., to add “infectious” before “decapod iridescent virus 1”.  
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3. To ask the Director General to publish the adopted texts in a revised edition of the Aquatic Code with 
appropriate numbering and formatting. 

______________  

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 22 May 2026 
in view of an entry into force on 23 May 2026) 
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RESOLUTION No. 30 

Amendments to the WOAH Manual of Diagnostic Tests for Aquatic Animals 

CONSIDERING THAT  

1. The content of the WOAH Manual of Diagnostic Tests for Aquatic Animals (the Aquatic Manual) is the 
result of modifications made by the World Assembly of Delegates during previous WOAH General 
Sessions,  

2. Members were asked for the comments of their specialists for each new or revised chapter of the 
Aquatic Manual before it was finalised by the Aquatic Standards Commission, 

3. It is necessary to update the Aquatic Manual in accordance with amendments proposed by the WOAH 
Aquatic Animal Health Standards Commission (Annexes 18, 19, 20, 21 and 22 of Document 
93GS/Tech-07). 

THE ASSEMBLY  

RESOLVES 

1. To adopt the following updates to the Aquatic Manual chapters proposed in the Annexes of Document 
93GS/Tech-07 in English, the text being authentic: 

Sections 2.2.1. and 2.2.2. of Chapter 2.2.2. ‘Infection with Aphanomyces astaci (crayfish plague)’ (Annex 18)  

With the amendments approved by the Assembly:  

In Section 2.2.1. ‘Susceptible host species’, to delete “(all species)” on the three occasions where it 
occurs following “spp.”, and to replace “no common name” with “N/A” on the two occasions where it 
occurs  

In Section 2.2.2. ‘Species with incomplete evidence for susceptibility’, to delete the line 
“Austropotamobius torrentium” [scientific name” and “stone crayfish” [common name] from the table of 
species for which there is incomplete evidence to fulfil the criteria for listing as susceptible to infection 
with A. astaci according to Chapter 1.5. of the Aquatic Code, and to replace “no common name” with 
“N/A” on the six occasions where it occurs  

Chapter 2.4.5. ‘Infection with Perkinsus marinus’ (Annex 19)  

With the amendments approved by the Assembly:  

In Section 2.2.2. ‘Species with incomplete evidence for susceptibility’ to correct the scientific name from 
“Crassostrea gasar” to “Crassostrea tulipa”  

In Section 3.2. ‘Selection of organs or tissues’, to replace “or” with “and” before “mantle tissue” in the 
last sentence  

To place “[Under study]” the definitions of a suspect case in apparently healthy and in clinically affected 
animals and the definitions of a confirmed case in apparently healthy and in clinically affected animals 
outlined in Section 6.1. ‘Apparently healthy animals or animals of unknown health status’ and Section 
6.2. ‘Clinically affected animals’  

Chapter 2.4.6. ‘Infection with Perkinsus olseni’ (Annex 20)  

With the amendments approved by the Assembly:  
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In Section 3.2. ‘Selection of organs or tissues’ to add “and optionally foot” to the organs used for histology 
and add “digestive gland” to the organs recommended for PCR  

To place “[Under study]” the definitions of a suspect case in apparently healthy and in clinically affected 
animals and the definitions of a confirmed case in apparently healthy and in clinically affected animals 
outlined in Section 6.1. ‘Apparently healthy animals or animals of unknown health status’ and Section 
6.2. ‘Clinically affected animals’  

Chapter 2.4.7. ‘Infection with Xenohaliotis californiensis’ (Annex 21)  

With the amendments approved by the Assembly:  

To place “[Under study]” the definitions of a suspect case in apparently healthy and in clinically affected 
animals and the definitions of a confirmed case in apparently healthy and in clinically affected animals 
outlined in Section 6.1. ‘Apparently healthy animals or animals of unknown health status’ and Section 
6.2. ‘Clinically affected animals’  

Update on viral taxonomy in Scope of Chapters 2.2.3., 2.2.5., 2.2.6., 2.2.7., 2.2.8., 2.2.10., 2.3.2., 2.3.4., 
2.3.5., 2.3.6., 2.3.8., 2.3.9., 2.3.10., and 2.4.1. (Annex 22)  

With the amendments approved by the Assembly:  

To add “infectious” before “decapod iridescent virus 1” in the scope of Chapter 2.2.3. ‘Infection with 
infectious decapod iridescent virus 1’  

To reinstate “the non-pathogenic” before “full length highly polymorphic region” in the scope of Chapter 
2.3.4. ‘Infection with HPR-deleted or HPR0 infectious salmon anaemia virus’ 

2. To ask the Director General to publish the adopted text in a revised edition in the on-line version of the 
Aquatic Manual. 

______________  

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 22 May 2026 
in view of an entry into force on 23 May 2026) 
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RESOLUTION No. 31 

Amendments to the WOAH Terrestrial Animal Health Code 

CONSIDERING THAT  

1. The content of the WOAH Terrestrial Animal Health Code (the Terrestrial Code) is the result of 
modifications made by the World Assembly of Delegates at previous WOAH General Sessions;  

2. It is necessary to update the Terrestrial Code in accordance with amendments proposed by the WOAH 
Terrestrial Animal Health Standards Commission (Annexes 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16 and 
17 of Document 93GS/Tech-05), after consultation with the World Assembly of Delegates. 

THE ASSEMBLY  

RESOLVES 

1. To adopt the updates to the Terrestrial Code proposed in Annexes 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14, 16 and 17 
of Document 93GS/Tech-05 in English, French and Spanish, each text being authentic; 

2. To adopt the updates to the Terrestrial Code proposed in Annexes 7, 11 and 15 of Document 
93GS/Tech-05 in English, French and Spanish, each text being authentic, with the following 
modifications: 

2.1.  In Annex 7 (Chapter 4.X.)  

a)  In Article 4.X.2., in the third bullet point, 

  add ‘and from’ after ‘transmission within’. 

b)  In Article 4.X.8., in point d),  

 add ‘and further preventive measures’ after ‘corrective actions’.  

c)  In Article 4.X.8., in point d),  

 add ‘, and procedures for emergencies’ after ‘biosecurity breaches’. 

2.2.  In Annex 11 (Chapter 5.7.)  

a)  In Article 5.7.7., in point 10, 

  add ‘veterinary inspection,’ after ‘Terrestrial Code, including’. 

b)  In Article 5.7.7., in point 10, 

  replace ‘veterinary inspection’ with ‘killing’. 

2.3.  In Annex 15 (Chapter 8.20.)  

a)  In Article 8.20.4., in point 3, 

 add ‘the’ after ‘at least’. 

b)  In Article 10.3.5. and 10.3.6., in the second paragraph of point 2) b) to replace “comprises”  
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3. To ask the Director General to publish the adopted texts in a revised edition of the Terrestrial Code with 
appropriate numbering and formatting.  

______________  

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 22 May 2026 
in view of an entry into force on 23 May 2026) 
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RESOLUTION No. 32 

Amendments to the WOAH Manual of Diagnostic Tests and  
Vaccines for Terrestrial Animals 

CONSIDERING THAT  

1. The Manual of Diagnostic Tests and Vaccines for Terrestrial Animals (Terrestrial Manual), like the 
Terrestrial Animal Health Code, is an important contribution to the international harmonisation of sanitary 
standards related to terrestrial animals and animal products;  

2. Members were asked for the comments of their specialists for each new or revised chapter of the 
Terrestrial Manual before it was finalised by the Biological Standards Commission, 

THE ASSEMBLY  

RESOLVES 

1. To adopt the following texts for the Terrestrial Manual: 

1.1.2.  ‘Collection, submission and storage of diagnostic specimens’  

1.1.3.   ‘Transport of biological materials’  

 With the amendments approved by the Assembly: 

To insert a new section as follows: “Section D. ‘Required documentation’ 

The following are the documents required for shipping of infectious substances: 

• Shipper’s Declaration for Dangerous Goods (SDGS);  

• Air Waybill;  

• Packing list (enclosed between the secondary and outer packaging): number of packages, 
detail of contents, quantity and volume of contents;  

• Customs invoice (for customs purposes with a minimal value if items are supplied free of 
charge).  

The required documents vary depending on the classification of infectious substances. The 
shipper’s declaration for dangerous goods is MANDATORY for the shipment of infectious 
substances, category A. Shippers are required to prepare the DGS form certifying that the 
shipment has been packed, labelled and declared according to international regulations.”  

3.1.8.   ‘Foot and mouth disease (infection with foot and mouth disease virus)’ appendices only  

3.1.11.   ‘Leishmaniosis’  

3.1.17.   ‘Paratuberculosis (Johne’s disease)’  

3.3.3.   ‘Avian infectious laryngotracheitis’ 

3.3.5.   ‘Avian mycoplasmosis (Mycoplasma gallisepticum, M. synoviae)’  
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3.3.7.   ‘Fowl typhoid and Pullorum disease’ 

3.4.4.   ‘Bovine genital campylobacteriosis’  

3.4.10.   ‘Haemorrhagic septicaemia (Pasteurella multocida serotypes 6:b and 6:e)’  

  With the amendments approved by the Assembly:  

  In Section A. ‘Introduction’ add a new sentence after the third sentence that states: “HS is 
caused by Pasteurella multocida, a Gram-negative coccobacillus that is serologically classified 
into five serogroups: A, B, D, E, and F according to the composition of the polysaccharide 
capsule, and 16 lipopolysaccharides (LPS) serovars (1–16).”, and in the following sentence 
replace “The disease is caused by Pasteurella multocida, a Gram-negative coccobacillus 
residing” with “The bacterium resides”  

3.4.11.   ‘Infectious bovine rhinotracheitis/infectious pustular vulvovaginitis’  

3.5.1.   ‘Camelpox’  

3.6.4.   ‘Equine encephalomyelitis (Eastern, Western and Venezuelan)’  

3.6.6.   ‘Equine influenza (infection with equine influenza virus)’  

3.6.10.   ‘Glanders and melioidosis’  

  With the amendments approved by the Assembly:  

  In Section B.2.3.2 ‘PCR assays for B. mallei detection’ add “or molecular biomarkers located 
within stable regions” after “The use of multiple PCR systems” and include the Reference 
Charron et al., 2023 at the end of the sentence (CHARRON P., GAO R., CHMARA J., 
HOOVER E., NADIN-DAVIS S., CHAUVIN D., HAZELWOOD J., MAKONDO K., DUCEPPE 
M.O. & KANG M. [2023]. Influence of genomic variations on glanders serodiagnostic antigens 
using integrative genomic and transcriptomic approaches. Front. Vet. Sci., 10, 1217135. doi: 
10.3389/fvets.2023.1217135.)  

  In Section B.3.3. ‘Immunoblot assays’ add the following new paragraph “A procedurally similar 
chemiluminescent immunoblot assay that performs comparably to the validated colorimetric 
assay was developed and offers benefits of decreased time-to-result and greater ease of 
interpretation (Grause et al., 2024).” (GRAUSE J.F., ELSCHNER M.C., LEDESMA N.A. & 
MURPHY G. [2024]. Development and validation of a chemiluminescent western blot assay 
for glanders [Burkholderia mallei] serodetection. J. Vet. Diagn. Invest., 36, 283–286. 
PMC10929638.)  

3.8.3.   ‘Contagious agalactia’  

3.10.2.   ‘Cysticercosis (including infection with Taenia solium)’ 

2. To ask the Director General to publish the adopted texts in a revised edition of the Terrestrial Code with 
appropriate numbering and formatting.  

______________  

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 22 May 2026 
in view of an entry into force on 23 May 2026) 
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RESOLUTION No. 33 

Designation of WOAH Reference Laboratories for aquatic and  
terrestrial animal diseases 

CONSIDERING THAT  

1. The WOAH’s Basic Texts provide the Terms of Reference, designation criteria, and internal rules for 
WOAH Reference Laboratories,  

2. The Terms of Reference of the WOAH Biological Standards Commission and the Aquatic Animal Health 
Standards Commission include the responsibility to examine applications from Members relating to the 
creation of new WOAH Reference Laboratories with activities corresponding to the Commission’s 
scientific mandate and report its findings to the Director General, 

3. All WOAH Reference Laboratory applications are assessed using standardised criteria that include: the 
institution’s ability, capacity and readiness to provide services; the scientific and technical standing of 
the institution concerned at the national and international levels; the quality of its scientific and technical 
leadership including internationally recognised expertise; the institution’s prospective stability in terms 
of personnel, activity and funding; the technical relevance of the institution and its activities to WOAH’s 
programme priorities, 

4. Details of the applicant laboratories that have been assessed by the WOAH Biological Standards 
Commission or the Aquatic Animal Health Standards Commission are published in the reports of the 
meetings of the Commissions, 

5. All Reference Laboratory applications are endorsed by the WOAH Council, 

6. Proposals for a major change in a WOAH Reference Laboratory follow the same procedure, 

7. Article 4 of the Internal Rules for WOAH Reference Centres states that “Applications endorsed by the 
Council shall be presented to the Assembly for approval”, 

THE ASSEMBLY  

RESOLVES 

To designate the following new WOAH Reference Laboratories for aquatic and terrestrial animal diseases and 
add them to the list of WOAH Reference Laboratories (available on the WOAH web site):  

WOAH Reference Laboratory for trichinellosis  
 Laboratory for Animal Health – ANSES (French Agency for Food, Environmental and Occupational 

Health & Safety) Maisons-Alfort, FRANCE  

WOAH Reference Laboratory for African swine fever  
Kodaira Research Station, National Institute of Animal Health, National Agriculture and Food Research 
Organisation (NARO), Tokyo, JAPAN  

WOAH Reference Laboratory for infection with Aphanomyces astaci (crayfish plague)  
 Norwegian Veterinary Institute, Ås, NORWAY  
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WOAH Reference Laboratory for lumpy skin disease  
 Veterinary Specialist Institute “Kraljevo”, SERBIA 

______________  

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 22 May 2026 
in view of an entry into force on 23 May 2026) 
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RESOLUTION No. 34 

Designation of WOAH Collaborating Centres 

CONSIDERING THAT  

1. The WOAH’s Basic Texts provide the Terms of Reference, designation criteria, and internal rules for 
WOAH Collaborating Centres,  

2. The Terms of Reference of each of the four elected WOAH Specialist Commissions include the 
responsibility to examine applications from Members relating to the designation of new WOAH 
Collaborating Centres with activities corresponding to the Commission’s area of expertise, 

3. All WOAH Collaborating Centre applications are assessed by the appropriate WOAH Specialist 
Commission using standardised criteria that include: the institution’s ability, capacity and readiness to 
provide services; the scientific and technical standing of the institution concerned at the national and 
international levels; the quality of its scientific and technical leadership including internationally 
recognised expertise; the institution’s prospective stability in terms of personnel, activity and funding; 
and the technical and geographical relevance of the institution and its activities to WOAH’s programme 
priorities, 

4. Details of the applicant institutions that have been assessed by a Specialist Commission are published 
in the reports of the meetings of the Commission, 

5. All Collaborating Centre applications are assessed by the corresponding Regional Commission and 
endorsed by the WOAH Council, 

6. Proposals for a major change in a WOAH Collaborating Centre follow the same procedure, 

7. Article 4 of the Internal Rules for WOAH Reference Centres states that “Applications endorsed by the 
Council shall be presented to the Assembly for approval”, 

THE ASSEMBLY  

RESOLVES 

To designate the following new WOAH Collaborating Centres and add them to the list of WOAH Collaborating 
Centres (available on the WOAH web site):  

WOAH Collaborating Centre for Animal Welfare and Sustainable Livestock Systems  
 A consortium formed by the Colombian corporation of agricultural research (AGROSAVIA), Bogotá, 

COLOMBIA and the current WOAH Collaborating Centre consortium hosted by the Faculty of Veterinary 
Medicine, University of the Republic of Uruguay, Montevideo, URUGUAY, Austral University of Chile, 
Faculty of Veterinary Sciences, Valdivia, CHILE and the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, National 
Autonomous University of Mexico (FMVZ-UNAM), México D.F., MEXICO  

WOAH Collaborating Centre for Diagnosis and Control of Bacterial Animal Diseases and Antimicrobial 
Resistance in the African Region  
Animal Health Research Institute (AHRI), Giza, EGYPT  

WOAH Collaborating Centre for Antimicrobial Resistance in Terrestrial Animals  
 Animal and Plant Quarantine Agency, APQA (under the Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs, 

MAFRA), Gimcheon-si, Gyeongsangbuk-do, KOREA (REP. OF)  
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WOAH Collaborating Centre for Animal Welfare  
 National School of Veterinary Medicine of Sidi Thabet, TUNISA 

______________  

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 22 May 2026 
in view of an entry into force on 23 May 2026) 
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RESOLUTION No. 35 

Investing in Animal Health to Secure Everyone’s Future 

CONSIDERING THAT  

1. Animal health is fundamental to food security, public and environmental health, economic development, 
shared prosperity, biodiversity, and global health security;  

2. Poor animal health and welfare, including transboundary animal diseases, zoonoses and antimicrobial 
resistance (AMR), cause major economic losses, reduce productivity, disrupt trade, threaten livelihoods, 
and increase risks to human, animal and ecosystem health;  

3. The increasing frequency and complexity of threats driven by climate change, ecosystem degradation, 
biodiversity loss, which are compounded by population growth, increased global connectivity and trade 
(including illegal trade) requires more and sustainable investment in animal health systems;  

4. Sustainable and effective animal health systems are essential to prevent, detect and control animal 
health threats, including those with zoonotic and pandemic potential. Yet, many remain underfunded 
notwithstanding their strategic importance;  

5. WOAH Members recognise the animal health systems comprise both the governmental and 
nongovernmental organisations that implement animal health and welfare measures, thus recognising 
that they encompass functions ranging from pure private goods to national, regional and global public 
goods;  

6. Effective animal health systems rely on science-based, outcome-oriented and implementable standards, 
robust capacity and national regulatory frameworks and strengthened dialogue and collaboration among 
public and private actors to support investment, innovation, knowledge-sharing, and equitable and timely 
access to animal health tools, including diagnostics and vaccines, particularly during crises; 

7. Current financing systems at the national level do not always adequately reflect the diversity of actors 
in animal health systems, contributing to the inefficient allocation of public resources, under-provision of 
public goods, and insufficient mobilisation of private capital;  

8. The private sector, including animal health service providers, producer organisations, pharmaceutical 
and diagnostics companies, and emerging technology (AgTech) actors, play a key role in delivering 
services and can significantly contribute to investment and innovation where enabling conditions are in 
place;  

9. Actors in the private sector are willing to invest in animal health systems and to complement the efforts 
of national Veterinary Authorities. Such investment depends on mutual respect between public and 
private sector actors, and on Veterinary Authorities establishing clear definitions of responsibilities 
transparent governance, effective management of potential conflicts of interest, functional regulatory 
frameworks, and the consistent application of rules that support an enabling business environment;  

10. Gaps in quality data availability, limited transparency, economic analysis - including cost-benefit and 
return-on-investment assessments - and communication capacity constrain investment planning, 
prioritisation, and the ability to demonstrate return on investment in animal health; 

11. WOAH plays a central role in developing international standards and guidelines, promoting transparency 
and data sharing, strengthening the capacities of WOAH Members, and providing a trusted forum for 
collaboration among Members, financing institutions, and industry to support coordinated investment, 
dialogue and implementation;  

12. The Political Declaration of the High-Level Meeting on Antimicrobial Resistance (79th United Nations 
General Assembly, September 2024) reaffirms United Nations Member States’ commitment to invest in 
and strengthen animal health systems;  
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13. The 2026 Animal Health Forum, based on the Technical Item, and under the theme “Investment in 
animal health to Secure Everyone’s Future”, has confirmed the need for structured, innovative and 
sustainable financing approaches to strengthen Veterinary Services globally; 

THE ASSEMBLY RECOMMENDS THAT 

1. WOAH and its Members intensify high-level advocacy to position animal health as a strategic investment 
priority and to promote the necessary and sustainable financing at national, regional and international 
levels;  

2. Members sustainably invest in animal health systems to support equitable access to essential veterinary 
services and to build a robust animal health workforce, supported by the necessary infrastructure and 
innovation, including digital and data management. These systems should enable the application of 
appropriate management practices to support animal health and welfare outcomes, and promote the 
timely supply and responsible use of quality and affordable essential veterinary medicines, vaccines and 
diagnostics.  

3. Members apply a cascade approach to financing animal health, which includes optimising the use of 
private sector solutions where viable, addressing market and regulatory barriers, and strategically 
reserving public resources for core public goods recognising their essential role in national, regional and 
global health security;  

4. WOAH and its Members recognise that transboundary animal diseases, animal welfare, zoonoses and 
AMR are global public good challenges that require international cooperation, and increased and 
sustainable financing, including grants and concessional resources, and commit to engaging with 
investors, international financing institutions and development partners, while urging them to help curb 
their impact.  

5. WOAH and its Members convene regular dialogue among public and private stakeholders to facilitate 
coordination, knowledge-sharing and exchange of best practices on animal health financing, including 
Public Private Partnerships and innovative approaches, without prescribing specific models;  

6. WOAH and its Members develop relationships and engage in dialogue with Agricultural Technology 
(AgTechs) companies and the broader private sector to identify shared objectives and foster mutual 
understanding and encourage the sharing of relevant data with Veterinary Authorities;  

7. WOAH and its Members meaningfully involve the private sector in the development and alignment of 
international standards and guidelines to ensure that they are outcome- and science-based, while also 
taking into account the practical and operational considerations of industry implementation across the 
value chain. 

8. WOAH works with partners to support WOAH Members by developing, identifying, sharing and training 
on practical tools, guidance, and analyses to build the capacities of national Veterinary Authorities to 
plan, regulate, reform and interact within a multi-actor animal health system. The key partners include, 
among others, the World Bank Group, International Fund for Agricultural Development, Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Development, Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, 
United Nations Environment Programme, World Health Organization, as well as WOAH Reference 
Centres;  

9. WOAH, with the support of the Reference Centre network and relevant partners, work in partnership 
with Members to support evidence-based decision-making, enabling Members to assess tools to 
support the cost-effectiveness of different disease prevention, control and investment options, and by 
providing replicable and comparable methodologies to quantify the burden and economic cost of animal 
diseases, as well as the return on investment in Veterinary Authorities and animal health systems;  

10. WOAH further develop and strengthen its network of Collaborating Centres on animal health economics, 
with a view to establishing regional expertise and support capacity in each region to assist Members in 
economic analysis, investment prioritisation, cost-effectiveness assessment, and evidence-based 
decision-making;  
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11. WOAH review and evolve the standards, guidelines and tools related to the performance and capacity 
of Veterinary Services, including the WOAH Competency and Curriculum Guidelines for Graduating 
Veterinarians (Day 1 Graduates) and Veterinary Paraprofessionals, and the competencies for 
Continuing Education, to integrate competencies such as financial literacy, digitalisation and data 
management, advocacy and other relevant skills linked to robust animal health systems, while 
supporting Members in strengthening veterinary governance and establishing Veterinary Statutory 
Bodies;  

12. WOAH support its Members in strengthening digital and data systems for resilient animal health 
systems, and their integration with relevant regional and global systems, by providing guidance and 
tools to strengthen their capacity. Such systems should enhance disease surveillance, early detection, 
traceability, targeted prevention and response, foresight, evidence-based decision-making, and 
investment confidence. 

______________  

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates on 22 May 2026 
in view of an entry into force on 23 May 2026) 
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Report of the Meeting of the  
Regional Commission for Africa 

Session 1 (virtual) 

The Regional Commission for Africa met by videoconference on 5 May 2026, at 1:00pm CEST. The meeting 
was attended by 81 participants, including Delegates and Alternate Delegates from 22 Members of the 
Commission, observers and representatives from 10 international and regional organisations, as well as 
WOAH Reference Laboratories and Collaborating Centres: 

Members of the Commission: Algeria, Benin, Burkina Faso, Chad, Democratic Republic of 
the Congo, Egypt, Eswatini, Ghana, Kenya, Lesotho, 
Madagascar, Malawi, Morocco, Mozambique, Namibia, 
Rwanda, South Africa, Tanzania, The Gambia, Togo, 
Tunisia, and Uganda 

International/regional organisations: African Union Interafrican Bureau for Animal Resources (AU-
IBAR), Economic Community of Western African States 
(ECOWAS), Intergovernmental Authority on Development 
(IGAD), International Livestock Research Institute (ILRI) 

Reference Laboratories and 
Collaborating Centres: 

Ecole Inter-Etats de Sciences et Médecine Vétérinaire 
(EISMV), Senegal, Centre National de Veille Zoosanitaire 
(CNVZ) Tunisia, Animal Health Research Institute (AHRI) 
Egypt, Onderstepoort Veterinary Research Institute (OVRI), 
Ecole Nationale des Services Vétérinaires (ENSV) France, 
Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimental dell’Abruzzo e del Molise 
‘G. Caporale’ (IZS Teramo), Italy 

 

The Meeting was chaired by Dr Honoré Robert N'lemba Mabela, President of the Regional Commission for 
Africa and Delegate of the Democratic Republic of Congo, accompanied by Dr Neo Mapitse, Sub-Regional 
Representative for Eastern Africa. 

1 Adoption of the agenda  

The agenda, described in the Annex, was unanimously adopted. 

2 Preparation of the 27th Conference of the Regional Commission to be held in Uganda in 
February 2027 

Dr Anna Rose Ademun Okurut, Vice President of the Regional Commission for Africa and Delegate of 
Uganda, provided details on the organisation of the 27th Conference of the Regional Commission for 
Africa. The Conference will take place at the Speke Resort Munyonyo, in Kampala, Uganda. The final 
dates will be confirmed with the Director General. 

She mentioned that, although the venue will be the Conference Centre of the Speke Resort 
Munyonyo, which is 38 minutes from Entebbe international airport, several alternative hotel 
accommodation options have been identified. Participants were informed of the relevant logistics, 
including visa requirements, and were told that more details would be made available on the relevant 
website. 

She assured the participants that all the details would be shared in a timely manner.  



 

Final Report of the 93rd General Session – Paris, May 2026 152 

3 Selection of the Technical Item II (without questionnaire) to be included in the agenda of the 
27th Conference of the Regional Commission for Africa 

The Regional Commission selected the following technical item II (without questionnaire) to be included 
in the agenda of the 27th Conference of the Regional Commission. 

“Promoting a sustainable and safe trade in animals and their products in Africa: state of play, health 

requirements and levers for improvement in the face of climate change.” 

4 Selection of three strategic topics of global interest to be addressed by WOAH through various 
means (the Scientific and Technical Review, Newsletter, scientific paper, technical item or 
during a specific activity/meeting) 

The Regional Commission selected the following three strategic topics of global interest to be addressed 
by the WOAH through various means: 

1 Strengthening disease intelligence and early warning systems for ecosystems in collaboration 
with partners, to advance the One Health approach and ensure sustainability; 

2 Global emergence of foot and mouth disease: current situation and prospects for control; 

3 Promoting health surveillance for effective early detection of epidemic, environmental, or 
emerging threats, thereby enabling a rapid response. 

5 Formal Recognition of the REMESA 

Dr François Caya, Deputy Director General for Institutional Affairs and Governance, presented an 
overview of the process undertaken to formalise the recognition of the Mediterranean Animal Health 
Network (REMESA), with the objective of establishing a more sustainable and legally sound framework 
to strengthen the network’s institutional basis and enhance its attractiveness to donors and partners. He 
recalled that REMESA had been established in 2009 to strengthen cooperation on the prevention and 
control of transboundary animal diseases and zoonoses in the Mediterranean region and currently 
brings together 15 Members, supported by several technical subnetworks.  

Dr Caya explained that an external legal assessment had been conducted to review the framework 
supporting REMESA activities, including financing arrangements through the WOAH World Fund. The 
assessment concluded that, while the 2012 Cooperation Framework had enabled effective collaboration 
and allowed REMESA to operate successfully in practice, it lacked legal value and formal legal 
recognition by WOAH and FAO. The assessment therefore recommended formalising the recognition 
of REMESA and selecting the most appropriate legal instruments available to both Organisations in 
order to ensure a sustainable and strengthened legal framework.  

He further informed participants that the matter had been reviewed by the WOAH Council on  

3 March 2026 and by the REMESA Joint Permanent Committee on 29 April 2026. Both governance 
bodies recognised the need to strengthen the legal framework of REMESA and supported its formal 
recognition by WOAH through a Resolution to be presented during the 93rd General Session. The Joint 
Permanent Committee also supported the development of complementary legal arrangements between 
WOAH and FAO, while preserving the current structure and functioning of the network.  

Finally, Dr Caya informed Delegates that the draft Resolution had already been shared with members 
of the REMESA Joint Permanent Committee and would be submitted to the WOAH Council prior to its 
presentation for adoption during the Administrative Session of the 93rd General Session. 

6 WOAH’s 8th Strategic Plan 

Ms Camilla Wuensch, Acting Head of the Performance Management Unit, provided an update on the 
development, content, and next steps of WOAH’s 8th Strategic Plan. She explained that the Plan had 
been developed through an extensive and inclusive consultative process based on co-construction. She 
further informed participants that the Plan had been endorsed by the Council on 3 March 2026 and 
would be submitted for adoption during the General Session in May 2026. 

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/publications/scientific-and-technical-review/#ui-id-2
https://us17.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=05756bda24f171eb10f4856de&id=7694a173d1
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Ms Wuensch highlighted that Members’ feedback had played a central role in refining the Strategic Plan. 
She noted that more than 300 comments, including over 100 submitted by Members, had been reviewed 
and taken into consideration. Overall, the feedback received had been positive, with particular 
appreciation expressed for the consultative approach adopted throughout the process. She explained 
that revisions had focused on improving cohesion across the document, clarifying the distinction 
between strategic and operational elements, strengthening explanations regarding implementation, 
monitoring and costing, and further emphasising partnerships, collaboration and scientific robustness. 

Regarding the structure of the Plan, Ms Wuensch explained that it was built around a Vision and Mission, 
supported by three Strategic Orientations and four Strategic Enablers. The Strategic Orientations focus 
on strengthening standard-setting, empowering Members to build robust animal health systems, and 
positioning animal health as central to addressing global challenges. The Strategic Enablers focus on 
governance and partnerships, leadership in animal health data, people, and performance and 
accountability. 

In conclusion, Ms Wuensch informed participants that implementation of the Plan would be supported 
through structured roadmaps, monitoring mechanisms and a costing approach. She noted that the Plan 
largely consolidates existing activities while identifying priority initiatives. She further indicated that 
additional funding may be required, alongside the maintenance of current funding levels, supported by 
targeted resource mobilisation efforts and internal reprioritisation. Finally, she outlined the next steps, 
which include the formal adoption, publication and launch of the Plan, as well as the development of 
regional implementation roadmaps. 

7 Governance Review Committee (GRC), report and recommendations proposed for adoption by 
the General Assembly 

Dr Michael Botlhe Modisane, Regional Member, Chair of the GRC and Delegate of South Africa, 
presented the work of the Governance Review Committee (GRC) and its recommendations to the World 
Assembly of Delegates (Assembly) at its 93rd General Session (2026). It was explained that the GRC 
had been established under Assembly Resolution No. 12 (2024) to review WOAH’s governance 
framework and provide recommendations to strengthen the Organisation’s governance arrangements. 
The presentation highlighted that the GRC’s work was informed by a comprehensive external review of 
WOAH’s governance and extensive Member engagement, including regional consultations, thereby 
ensuring an inclusive and Member-centred reform process. For the 93rd General Session, the GRC 
submitted a package of seven recommendations aimed at strengthening WOAH’s financial, institutional 
and regional governance. 

Regarding financial governance, the GRC proposed three measures: (i) enhancing transparency of 
Member contributions and arrears through a public dashboard and improved reporting; (ii) launching a 
consultation process on options to transition to an objective, formula-based statutory contribution model; 
and (iii) clarifying and strengthening sanctions for Members in arrears through a more consistent and 
graduated framework. It was highlighted that these reforms were intended to improve financial 
sustainability, predictability, equity and accountability across the Organisation.  

With respect to institutional and regional governance, four recommendations were proposed to 
modernise decision-making and representation in the Assembly and Regional Commissions. These 
included allowing Delegates to authorise delegation members to speak and vote at the General Session, 
updating the functions of the Regional Commissions and Bureaus to strengthen regional input into 
policy, coordination and implementation of WOAH activities, and revising Bureau composition and 
election processes to improve accountability and representation. Further reforms include adjusting the 
Council’s Past President seat to an elected member position to support a more representative 
governance structure and introducing a risk-based framework for approving WOAH’s cooperation 
agreements to improve efficiency while maintaining appropriate oversight.  

It was further explained that the GRC’s work had been planned in two phases: Phase 1 focused on 
identifying governance reforms, while Phase 2 would address the necessary amendments to WOAH’s 
legal framework to implement reforms agreed by the Assembly in Phase 1. Although considerable 
progress had been achieved, it was noted that an extension of Phase 1 until May 2027 would be 
necessary to complete the review process, including further regional consultations. 
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Finally, it was highlighted that, under Resolution No. 4, the Assembly was invited to approve the seven 
recommendations and their implementation plans, initiate Member consultations on options to update 
WOAH’s statutory contribution model and take note of the extension of Phase 1 until May 2027. The 
recommendations in draft Resolution No. 4 were intended to support more effective, transparent, and 
sustainable governance of WOAH in the years ahead. 

Closed Session for Delegates Only 

8 Application for designation of the Animal Health Research Institute (AHRI) in Giza, Egypt, as a 
new WOAH Collaborating Centre for Diagnosis and Control of Bacterial Animal Diseases and 
Antimicrobial Resistance in the African Region 

Dr Hamed Mohamed Mousa Elaknas, Delegate of Egypt, submitted a request to the Regional 
Commission in order for it to consider the Animal Health Research Institute (AHRI) in Giza as a new 
WOAH Collaborating Centre for Diagnosis and Control of Bacterial Animal Diseases and Antimicrobial 
Resistance in the African Region.  

Prof. Samah Eid, proposed expert for the Collaborating Centre, presented an overview of the Institute, 
including its activities, facilities, technical capacities and areas of expertise. She also informed Delegates 
that documentation and supporting information had been shared with Members in advance of the 
meeting.  

The proposal was approved unanimously by the Regional Commission. 

9 Application for designation of the National School of Veterinary Medicine of Sidi Thabet, 
Tunisia, as a new WOAH Collaborating Centre for Animal Welfare 

Dr Wahib Mehri, Delegate of Tunisia, submitted a request to the Regional Commission in order for it to 
consider the National School of Veterinary Medicine of Sidi Thabet in Tunisia as a new WOAH 
Collaborating Centre for Animal Welfare.  

He briefly presented the school and its activities, noting that the relevant documentation and supporting 
information had been shared with the Delegates in advance of the meeting. He further informed 
participants that Prof. Ouajdi Souilem, Director of the Veterinary Research Institute of Tunisia, had been 
proposed as the expert leading the Collaborating Centre. 

The proposal was approved unanimously by the Regional Commission. 

10 Partial elections: Selection of a Member of the Regional Commission for Africa to join WOAH 
Council 

Dr Honoré Robert N’lemba Mabela chaired the discussion regarding the candidature for the position of 
member of the Council, to be put forward for election at the World Assembly.  

Dr N'lemba Mabela explained that the position had become vacant because the Delegate of Eswatini 
had retired.  

Dr Abdou Ceesay, Delegate of Gambia, proposed the candidature of Dr Relebohile Lepheana, Delegate 
of Lesotho, for election to the WOAH Council. The candidature was seconded by Dr Julius Chulu, 
Delegate of Malawi. 

Following an intervention by Dr Yao Akpo, Delegate of Benin, Dr Relebohile Lepheana confirmed 
acceptance of the nomination and expressed readiness to stand for election at the forthcoming World 
Assembly of Delegates. 

Delegates of the Region agreed to propose Dr Relebohile Lepheana, Delegate of Lesotho, for the 
position of member of the Council.  
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11 Update on the Regional Representation for Africa 

Dr François Caya provided Delegates with an update on the status of the WOAH Regional 
Representation for Africa, including the evolving security situation in Bamako and its implications for the 
Organisation’s operations. He explained that in light of the deteriorating security context, WOAH could 
no longer fully guarantee the safety and security of staff working in the office. He further noted that the 
prevailing security constraints were increasingly limiting the Organisation’s ability to conduct missions, 
convene meetings and deploy activities from Bamako under appropriate operational conditions. 
Consequently and following lengthy deliberations and a thorough review of developments in the security 
situation in Mali, the Council decided, at its March meeting, to close the WOAH Regional Office for 
Africa. 

Dr Caya informed Delegates that the transition process was expected to take approximately one year 
and would be carefully managed in order to ensure continuity of WOAH’s regional activities and 
sustained support to Members across Africa. He emphasised that WOAH remains fully committed to the 
African region and to continuing its close collaboration with Members, while also underlining the 
important role of Mali within the Organisation and the region. 

He further paid tribute to the staff of the Regional Representation, particularly Dr Karim Tounkara and 
his team, acknowledging their longstanding dedication, professionalism and leadership in advancing 
WOAH’s work, strengthening regional cooperation and supporting Members throughout the African 
region over many years.  

The President of the Commission welcomed the briefing and acknowledged the difficult context in which 
the decision had been taken. He reiterated the Commission’s appreciation for the remarkable work 
carried out by Dr Tounkara and the staff of the Regional Representation in Bamako and expressed 
gratitude for their commitment and service to the African region and to WOAH.  

12 Brief announcements and closing 

Before closing the meeting, key messages were delivered encouraging Delegates to attend side events 
on the P3V project and ‘30 Years of Recognition of Animal Health Status’, both scheduled for 20 May 
2026, as well as to visit the Regional Kiosk, where the Africa region will showcase its contribution to 
strengthening Veterinary Services across the continent and the dedicated plenary session on Regional 
Highlights entitled ‘Strengthening Veterinary Services Worldwide: The role of WOAH Regional Offices 
in supporting Members’, scheduled for Friday 22 May 2026.  

The meeting officially ended at 4:15pm CEST. 
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Session 2 (face to face)  

The Regional Commission for Africa met face-to-face on 18 May 2026, at 10:00am CEST at the CNIT. The 
meeting was attended by 34 Members of the Commission and nine observers. 
 

Members of the Commission: Angola, Benin, Botswana, Chad, Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, Côte d’Ivoire, Djibouti, Egypt, Eswatini, Ethiopia, 
Gabon, Guinea, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Madagascar, Mali, 
Mauritania, Mauritius, Morocco, Mozambique, Namibia, 
Nigeria, Senegal, Somalia, South Africa, South Sudan, 
Sudan, Tanzania, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda, Zambia, and 
Zimbabwe 

International/regional organisations: African Union Interafrican Bureau for Animal Resources  

(AU-IBAR), Economic Community of Western African States 
(ECOWAS), Joint Food and Agriculture Organisation of the 
United Nations (FAO) / International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) Centre of Nuclear Techniques in Food and 
Agriculture, Global Alliance for Rabies Control (GARC), 
Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD), 
International Livestock Research Institute (ILRI), 
International Wool Textile Organisation, West African 
Economic and Monetary Union (UEMOA), Working Animals 
International 

 
 
The meeting was chaired by Dr Honoré Robert N'lemba Mabela, President of the Regional Commission for 
Africa and Delegate of the Democratic Republic of the Congo. 

1 Adoption of the Agenda 

The agenda described in the Annex, was unanimously adopted. 

2 Summary of the main points discussed and agreed during the virtual meeting 

Dr Rachid Bouguedour, Sub-Regional Representative for North Africa, summarised the main points 
discussed during the virtual meeting held on 5 May 2026, at 1:00pm CEST, allowing the Regional 
Commission to confirm the main points agreed, namely the technical item proposed for the forthcoming 
Regional Conference and the organisation of the Conference, the strategic topics proposed to be 
addressed by WOAH through various means, updates on the Governance Review Committee (GRC) 
and the WOAH 8th Strategic Plan, the candidate proposed by the Regional Commission for the partial 
elections of the Council and the approval of the Collaborating Centre proposal, among others.  

The Regional Commission endorsed the points discussed and agreed during the virtual meeting. 

3 Report of the Bureau of the Regional Commission on activities undertaken since the last 
meeting and overview of planned strategic activities for the forthcoming year 

Dr Honoré Robert N'lemba Mabela presented the report on the activities of the Regional Core Group 
since June 2025. These included a series of virtual and in‑person meetings held to advance regional 
coordination and implementation of key priorities. 

The President highlighted the main issues addressed during these engagements, including the review 
of outcomes from the 26th Regional Conference, preparations for the 27th Regional Conference, the 
discussion on technical items, and the identification of strategic topics of global relevance for WOAH. 
He also mentioned the Governance-related matters, including the ongoing review of WOAH governance 
structures and strategic planning processes, among others. 
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The Commission noted the planned priorities for 2027, including the organisation of the 27th Regional 
Conference, the election of a new Bureau during the 94th General Session (May 2027), and continued 
engagement in governance reform processes extending into 2027–2028.  

4 Governance Review Committee (GRC) 

Dr Michael Botlhe Modisane, Regional Member of the GRC and Delegate of South Africa, updated the 

Regional Commission on the outcomes of the 10th meeting of the GRC, held at WOAH Headquarters 

in Paris, on 14 and 15 May 2026.  

Dr Miguel Martin, GRC Secretariat, then presented draft Resolution No. 4 on the GRC’s report and 

recommendations to the 93rd General Session (2026), and highlighted updates made at the 10th GRC 

meeting and subsequently approved by the Council to enhance clarity and facilitate implementation of 

the Resolution. 

Dr Michael Botlhe Modisane also informed the Commission of recent changes in the leadership of the 
GRC, including the appointment of the Delegate of Cyprus as Chair and the Delegate of Australia as 
Vice Chair, following his resignation as Chair of the Committee. 

5 Regulatory strengthening: Tackling falsified drugs and over-the-counter sales 

Dr Javier Yugueros-Marcos, Head of the Veterinary Products and Drug Resistance Department 

presented WOAH’s work on tackling substandard and falsified veterinary products. It was highlighted 

that strengthening the regulation of veterinary medicinal products (VMPs) is essential to ensure those 

circulating are safe and effective. Weak regulatory systems create opportunities for irresponsible VMPs 

to circulate, inappropriate practices to occur (i.e., over-the-counter sales) and falsified and substandard 

VMPs to circulate. Consequences are risks to animal health, compromised food security, impacts on 

public health (i.e., zoonoses, AMR, food safety) and hampered trade. 

Dr Yugueros-Marcos further noted that a fundamental prerequisite for strengthening VMPs regulation is 

the establishment of appropriate veterinary legislation, which should be aligned with WOAH International 

Standards. WOAH offers support via the Veterinary Legislation Support Programme and the One Health 

Legal Assessment Tool for AMR. Moreover, WOAH is currently evaluating the Veterinary Medicines 

Regulatory Agency Self-Assessment Tool, a voluntary, Member-owned tool for systematic self-

assessment of veterinary regulatory systems focused on learning. 

Uncontrolled over-the-counter sales of VMPs can encourage farmers and animal owners to use 

medicines without proper veterinary guidance, leading to incorrect dosing, inappropriate treatment, and 

poor disease management. This can affect animal health outcomes and make it more difficult to ensure 

responsible use of veterinary medicines. Legislation & regulation have a role to play by including a clear 

classification system distinguishing prescription-only, and over-the-counter products, ensuring that high-

risk medicines are supplied exclusively under veterinary supervision. Awareness among end users is 

also critical. 

Weak regulatory systems and limited market surveillance create opportunities for falsified and 
substandard VMPs to circulate along the supply chain. These products can lead to treatment failure, 
economic losses for farmers, reduced trust in Veterinary Services and increased risks of AMR. While 
legislation can play a key role by incorporating robust enforcement provisions and addressing all stages 
of the product lifecycle, we must not forget the importance of strong coordination across all relevant 
sectors, including regulatory authorities, veterinary services, customs, and law enforcement, and the 
practical impact of VMP labelling, as a low-cost, high-impact regulatory tool that can support responsible 
use of VMPs. 

To support Members, WOAH is launching TRUVET system (Track and Report Unsafe VETerinary 

products), systematically collecting incident data, conducting risk analyses, and issuing global alerts 

through strong international collaboration. TRUVET team works closely with all WOAH Members, 

Collaborating Centres, industry stakeholders, and international partners to prevent, detect, mitigate, and 

respond to the risks posed by substandard and falsified veterinary products. 
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The Commission discussed the fragmented mandates in the governance of veterinary medicinal 

products, affecting coordination. In response on WOAH actions to address this fragmentation, the 

speaker emphasised the need to strengthen the leadership of Veterinary Services, ensuring compliance 

with WOAH standards. The Commission called for WOAH to facilitate inter-agency coordination. 

The need to engage the private sector and farmers for harmonisation to better combat substandard and 

falsified products was raised, aimed at enhancing farmer inclusion. 

The scarcity of veterinary medicinal products contributes to widespread self-medication practices 

increasing the risk of circulation and use of unregulated and substandard products. 

The need to strengthen regulatory systems, as well as continued WOAH advocacy to ensure that 

regulation is led by appropriately qualified veterinary authorities, was underlined. 

Finally, concerns were raised regarding the quality of vaccines, including allegations that substandard 

vaccines may contribute to disease occurrence or spread in certain contexts. Participants emphasised 

that efforts to address substandard and falsified veterinary products (SFVP) should explicitly extend to 

vaccines. It was further noted that while vaccine production is generally well regulated, challenges 

persist in ensuring appropriate matching of vaccine strains to circulating field strains. 

6 Current status and recent developments of Foot and Mouth Disease in Southern Africa 

Dr Moetapele Letshwenyo, Sub-Regional Representative for Southern Africa, provided an update on 

the Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD) situation in the Southern African Development Community sub-

region. Dr Letshwenyo highlighted that the sub-region has a large and diverse livestock population that 

is critical for food security, livelihoods and trade, with most animals reared under traditional smallholder 

production systems. However, transboundary animal diseases, particularly FMD, continue to pose a 

major threat to sustainable livestock production and market access. FMD is a highly contagious viral 

disease affecting cloven-hoofed animals and has existed in Southern Africa since the 1930s, particularly 

involving Southern African Territories (SAT) serotypes associated with African buffalo (Syncerus caffer) 

populations, which serve as important reservoir hosts. The disease causes significant economic losses 

through reduced productivity of animals, costly control measures, movement restrictions and loss of 

export markets. Prior to 2016, several Members in the sub-region were officially recognised as FMD-

free without vaccination or maintained extensive FMD-free zones. However, by the first quarter of 2026, 

Botswana, Eswatini, Lesotho, South Africa had lost their FMD-free status. The impacts of FMD extend 

across the entire livestock value chain, affecting farmers, traders, slaughterhouses and rural livelihoods, 

while recovery from outbreaks is often slow, complex and resource intensive. 

Dr Letshwenyo further emphasised that effective control of FMD requires strong surveillance systems, 

vaccination, biosecurity and movement management, supported by efficient Veterinary Services and 

strong regional collaboration. WOAH continues to support Members through international standards, 

technical assistance and capacity building initiatives. Through the Global Framework for the Progressive 

Control of Transboundary Animal Diseases (GF-TADs), WOAH and the Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations (FAO) coordinate regional and global efforts to control FMD using 

tools such as the Progressive Control Pathway for FMD (PCP-FMD) and the Global FMD Control 

Strategy (2012–2027). Given the transboundary nature of FMD, a coordinated regional approach 

remains essential for safeguarding livestock industries, food security and international trade.  

Delegates noted the limited availability of data and information on the FMD situation in West Africa, 

which constrains effective decision‑making and response efforts. Challenges related to access and 

availability of vaccines, were also highlighted. The importance of strengthening partnerships to address 

vaccine supply gaps and improve access was underscored. 
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7 PPR Eradication in Africa: Update on the Pan African Programme and Progress of PRAPS 
Implementation 

Dr Neo Mapitse, Sub-Regional Representative for Eastern Africa presented an update on Peste des 

Petits Ruminants (PPR) eradication efforts in Africa, focusing on the implementation of the EU-

Supported PPR Eradication from Africa Programme and progress under the Regional Support Project 

for Pastoralism in the Sahel (PRAPS). 

The Commission was informed that both initiatives are central to achieving PPR eradication by 2030. 

The Pan-African Programme, aligned with the FAO/WOAH Global Strategy and implemented across 

most of Africa (excluding the Maghreb), provides a coordinated framework. Supported by the European 

Union, Phase 1 was launched in February 2025 with € 8 million mobilised, while Phase 2 preparations 

(€ 50 million grant and € 40 million blended financing) are ongoing. Led by AU-IBAR, the programme 

focuses on strengthening veterinary services, enhancing surveillance and diagnostics, improving 

vaccination, and promoting regional coordination in Africa, except North Africa (Maghreb region). 

Implementation is coordinated through the Pan-African PPR Secretariat, with WOAH, FAO and the 

African Union Pan-African Veterinary Vaccine Centre (AU-PANVAC) as implementing partners. WOAH 

contribution is guided by its mandate on standards, disease notification, capacity building, and disease 

status recognition. 

The Commission noted progress under Phase 1, including, strengthened institutional and technical 

capacities, including support to Members on notifications, mapping epidemiological systems, 

development of buffer zone strategies to protect PPR-free areas, strategic approaches for hard-to-reach 

and insecure areas and the establishment of project governance structures. Vaccination strategies have 

been developed and costed, with the emphasis on ensuring transition pathways towards cessation of 

vaccination and recognition of PPR-free status using WOAH standards. 

The Commission was informed that PRAPS, a World Bank-funded programme, supports pastoralism in 

six Sahelian Members and contributes significantly to PPR control. WOAH provides technical 

coordination of the animal health component, focusing on harmonisation of vaccination strategies, 

strengthening epidemiological surveillance, improving veterinary services, including through the PVS 

Pathway among others. 

Key achievements include vaccination of over 337 million small ruminants, harmonised seromonitoring, 

strengthened cross-border coordination and synchronised campaigns, and the alignment of national 

strategies with global and regional frameworks. Dr Mapitse highlighted some challenges including 

funding gaps for both programmes. The Commission was informed that lessons learned from PRAPS 

would be useful for the next phase of the EU Supported programme, noting that PRAPS was due to 

close in 2027. 

The Commission welcomed the progress achieved under both initiatives and noted that the 

implementation architecture for the Pan-African Programme is now fully operational and acknowledged 

the acceleration of resource mobilisation efforts, including upcoming high-level engagements. 

Delegates highlighted the need to extend successful programme models, such as those implemented 

under PRAPS, to additional Members in order to ensure more comprehensive regional coverage and 

impact including coordinated efforts. 

8 Information on the future procedure for the election of Members of Specialist Commissions 

Dr Montserrat Arroyo, Deputy Director General for Standard Setting and Implementation, provided an 

overview of the selection process for WOAH Specialist Commissions for the 2027–2030 term. Dr Arroyo 

described the planned stages, from preparation of documentation and launch of an open call for experts 

on 6 July 2026, through screening of applications after closure of the call on 11 September 2026 and 

evaluation of eligible candidates by a Nomination Evaluation Committee, comprising external 

evaluators, a Council representative and WOAH staff.  



 

Final Report of the 93rd General Session – Paris, May 2026 160 

Suitable candidates would be proposed to the WOAH Director General, followed by endorsement by the 

WOAH Council and election of Commission members by the World Assembly of Delegates at the 94th 

General Session in May 2027. 

Closed Session for Delegates Only 

9 Partial elections: Selection of a Member of the Regional Commission for Africa to join the WOAH 
Council 

The President of the Regional Commission recalled that, during the virtual meeting of the Regional 

Commission, Members had already agreed to propose a candidate for the vacant position of member 

of the Council, following the retirement of the Delegate of Eswatini, as explained by Dr Mabela. 

The President invited the Regional Commission to confirm this proposal during the present meeting. 

Delegates of the Region unanimously confirmed the proposal of Dr Relebohile Lepheana (Delegate of 

Lesotho) for election to the position of member of the Council. 

10 Closing  

Before closing Dr Mabela took the opportunity to reiterate the importance of Members paying their 

statutory contributions and noted that a significant number of Members in the Region were in arrears, 

which negatively impacted their voting rights. 

The meeting officially ended at 12:51pm CEST. 
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MEETING OF THE  
WOAH REGIONAL COMMISSION FOR AFRICA 

Session 1 (virtual) 

5 May 2026 

(1:00pm to 4:00pm CEST) 

_________ 

Agenda 

12:45 p.m. – 1:00 p.m.   Zoom check-in and connecting  

1:00 p.m. – 1:05 p.m. Adoption of the agenda (Dr Honore Robert N’lemba Mabela, President of the 

Regional Commission and Delegate of the Democratic Republic of the Congo) 

1:05 p.m. – 1:20 p.m. Preparation of the 27th Conference of the Regional Commission to be held in 

Uganda, in February 2027 (Dr Rose Ademun, Vice- President of the Regional 

Commission and Delegate of Uganda) 

1:20 p.m. – 1:35 p.m. Selection of the Technical Item II (without questionnaire) to be included in the 

agenda of the 27th Conference of the Regional Commission for Africa (Dr 

Abderrahman El-Abrak, Vice-President of the Regional Commission and 

Delegate of Morocco) 

1:35 p.m. – 1:50 p.m. Selection of three strategic topics of global interest to be addressed by WOAH 

through various means (the Scientific and Technical Review, Newsletter, 

scientific paper, technical item or during a specific activity/meeting)  

(Dr Abderrahman El-Abrak) 

1:50 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. Formal Recognition of the REMESA (Dr François Caya, Deputy Director 

General for Institutional Affairs and Governance) 

2:00 p.m. – 2:20 p.m. WOAH’s 8th Strategic Plan (Ms Camilla Wuensch, Acting Head of the 

Performance Management Unit) 

2:20 p.m. – 3:05 p.m. Governance Review Committee (GRC), report and recommendations 

proposed for adoption by the General Assembly (Dr Michael Botlhe Modisane, 

Chair and regional member of the GRC, Delegate of South Africa) 

CLOSED SESSION FOR DELEGATES ONLY 

3:05 p.m. – 3:20 p.m. Application for designation of the Animal Health Research Institute (AHRI) in 

Giza, Egypt, as a new WOAH Collaborating Centre for Diagnosis and Control 

of Bacterial Animal Diseases and Antimicrobial Resistance in the African 

Region (Dr Hamed Elaknas, Delegate of Egypt) 

3:20 p.m. – 3:35 p.m. Application for designation of the National School of Veterinary Medicine of 

Sidi Thabet, Tunisia, as a new WOAH Collaborating Centre for Animal 

Welfare (Dr Wahib Mehri, Delegate of Tunisia) 

3:35 p.m. – 3:50 p.m. Partial elections: Selection of a Member of the Regional Commission for Africa 

to join WOAH Council (Dr Honoré Robert N’lemba Mabela) 

3:50 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. Update on the Regional Representation for Africa (Dr François Caya)  

4:00 p.m. – 4:15 p.m. Brief announcements and closing (Dr Honoré Robert N’lemba Mabela) 

4:15 p.m. End of the meeting  

 

 

  

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/publications/scientific-and-technical-review/#ui-id-2
https://us17.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=05756bda24f171eb10f4856de&id=7694a173d1
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Session 2 (face-to-face) 

Monday 18 May 2026  

10:00 AM-12:30 PM (CEST), CNIT Forest, Paris, France  

Room : Dragonnier 6  

_________ 

Agenda 

10:00 a.m. – 10:05 a.m. Adoption of the agenda (Dr Honoré Robert N’lemba Mabela, President of the 

Regional Commission and Delegate of the Democratic Republic of the Congo) 

10:05 a.m. – 10:20 a.m. Summary of the main points discussed and agreed during the virtual 

meeting (Dr Rachid Bouguedour, Sub-Regional Representative for North 

Africa) 

10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. Report of the Bureau of the Regional Commission on activities undertaken 

since the last meeting and overview of planned strategic activities for the 

forthcoming year (Dr Honoré Robert N'lemba Mabela)  

10:30 a.m. – 10:55 a.m. Governance Review Committee (GRC) (Dr Michael Botlhe Modisane, regional 

member of the GRC and Delegate of South Africa and HQ – GRC Secretariat): 

 a. Outcomes of the 10th meeting of the GRC (14-15 May 2026)  

 b. GRC Resolution at the 93rd General Session (2026)  

(Draft Resolution No. 4)  

10:55 a.m. – 11:15 a.m. Regulatory strengthening: Tackling falsified drugs and over-the-counter sales 

(Dr Javier Yugueros-Marcos, Head of the Veterinary Products and Drug 

Resistance Department)  

11:15 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. Current status and recent developments of Foot and Mouth Disease in 

Southern Africa (Dr Moetapele Letshwenyo, Sub-Regional Representation for 

Southern Africa)  

 11:30 a.m. – 11.45 a.m. PPR Eradication in Africa: Update on the Pan African Programme and 

Progress of PRAPS Implementation (Dr Neo Mapitse, Sub-Regional 

Representation for Eastern Africa) 

11:45 a.m. – 11:55 a.m. Information on the future procedure for the election of Members of Specialist 

Commissions (Dr Montserrat Arroyo, Deputy Director General – Standard 

Setting and Implementation) 

CLOSED SESSION FOR DELEGATES ONLY 

11:55 a.m. – 12:25 p.m. Partial elections: Selection of a Member of the Regional Commission for Africa 

to join the WOAH Council (Dr Honoré Robert N’Lemba Mabela)    

12:30 p.m. Closing (Dr Honoré Robert N’lemba Mabela) 
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Report of the Meeting of the  
Regional Commission for the Americas 

Session 1 (virtual)  

The Regional Commission for the Americas met by videoconference on 6 May 2026, at 4:00 p.m. CEST. The 

meeting was attended by 43 participants, including Delegates and observers from 23 Members of the 

Commission and representatives from four international and regional organisations: 

Members of the Commission: Argentina, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, 

Curacao, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, 

Guatemala, Guyana, Honduras, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, 

Peru, Saint Lucia, Trinidad and Tobago, United States of 

America, Uruguay and Venezuela 

International/Regional Organisations: Caribbean Agricultural Health and Food Safety Agency 

(CAHFSA), Caribbean Animal Health Network (CaribVET), 

General Secretariat of the Andean Community (SG-CAN), 

International Regional Organization for Agricultural Health 

(OIRSA).  

The meeting was chaired by Dr Rafael Rodriguez Alvarado and Dr Carlos Orellana Vaquero, Vice Presidents 

of the Regional Commission and Delegates of Honduras and Chile, respectively, accompanied by Dr Francisco 

D’Alessio, WOAH Regional Representative for the Americas. In addition, Dr François Caya, Deputy Director 

General for Institutional Affairs and Governance address participants with a welcome message. 

1 Adoption of the Agenda 

The agenda, described in the Annex, was unanimously adopted.  

Due to time constraints, a request from Brazil to discuss procedural aspects related to the registration 

of stable events in WAHIS platform, as well as a proposal of Paraguay to present a video related to 

upcoming Conference of the Regional Commission, were agreed to be included in the agenda of the in-

person meeting of the Regional Commission to be held on 18 May 2026, in Paris, France. 

2 Preparation of the 28th Conference of the Regional Commission, to be held in Asuncion, 
Paraguay, from 2 to 6 November 2026 

Dr Hugo Idoyaga, Past President of the World Assembly of Delegates and Delegate of Paraguay, 

together with other staff members of the Veterinary Services, provided details on the organisation of the 

28th Conference of the Regional Commission for the Americas, which will take place in Asuncion, 

Paraguay, from 2 to 6 November 2026.  

He mentioned that the main venue had been identified, together with several hotel options for 

participants, and informed attendees of the visa requirements and of the measures taken to facilitate 

visa issuance, details of which will be made available on the relevant website.  

In addition, he noted that the agenda of the Conference aims to reflect the current priorities and needs 

of the region, while including technical panels and discussions with high level authorities. 

He assured participants that both the agenda and all the logistical details would be communicated in a 

timely manner. 
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3 Selection of the Technical Item II (without questionnaire) to be included in the agenda of the 28th 
Conference of the Regional Commission  

The Regional Commission selected the following technical item II (without questionnaire) to be included 
in the agenda of the 28th Conference of the Regional Commission for the Americas: 

‘Economic aspects of effective and sustainable animal health surveillance systems.’ 

4 Selection of three strategic topics of global interest to be addressed by WOAH through various 
means (the Scientific and Technical Review, Newsletter, scientific paper, technical item or during 
a specific activity/meeting) 

The Regional Commission selected the following three strategic topics of global interest to be addressed 

by the WOAH through various means: 

1. Regional cooperation for surveillance systems and response to animal health emergencies; 

2. Surveillance systems for avian influenza in species of importance to animal health; 

3. Antimicrobial resistance and the mitigation actions offered by biosecurity and good husbandry 
practices. 

In addition, the three following supplementary topics were considered as relevant: 

1. Climate change and vector-borne diseases; 

2. Effective communication strategies between producers and national Veterinary Services for 
timely reporting of suspected quarantinable diseases; 

3. The need for continuous and systematic training of Veterinary Services to support prevention 
and control of animal diseases at national and regional levels: challenges, gaps, needs, and 
opportunities. 

5 WOAH’s 8th Strategic Plan 

Ms Camilla Wuensch, Acting Head of the Performance Management Unit, provided an update on the 

development, content, and next steps of WOAH’s 8th Strategic Plan. She explained that the Plan had 

been developed through an extensive and inclusive consultative process based on co-construction. She 

further informed participants that the Plan had been endorsed by the Council on 3 March 2026 and 

would be submitted for adoption during the General Session in May 2026. 

Ms Wuensch highlighted that Members’ feedback had played a central role in refining the Strategic Plan. 

She noted that more than 300 comments, including over 100 submitted by Members, had been reviewed 

and taken into consideration. Overall, the feedback received had been positive, with particular 

appreciation expressed for the consultative approach adopted throughout the process. She explained 

that revisions had focused on improving cohesion across the document, clarifying the distinction 

between strategic and operational elements, strengthening explanations regarding implementation, 

monitoring and costing, and further emphasising partnerships, collaboration and scientific robustness. 

Regarding the structure of the Plan, Ms Wuensch explained that it was built around a Vision and Mission, 

supported by three Strategic Orientations and four Strategic Enablers. The Strategic Orientations focus 

on strengthening standard-setting, empowering Members to build robust animal health systems, and 

positioning animal health as central to addressing global challenges. The Strategic Enablers focus on 

governance and partnerships, leadership in animal health data, people, and performance and 

accountability. 

In conclusion, Ms Wuensch informed participants that implementation of the Plan would be supported 

through structured roadmaps, monitoring mechanisms and a costing approach. She noted that the Plan 

largely consolidates existing activities while identifying priority initiatives. She further indicated that 

additional funding may be required, alongside the maintenance of current funding levels, supported by 

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/publications/scientific-and-technical-review/#ui-id-2
https://us17.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=05756bda24f171eb10f4856de&id=7694a173d1
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targeted resource mobilisation efforts and internal reprioritisation. Finally, she outlined the next steps, 

which include the formal adoption, publication and launch of the Plan, as well as the development of 

regional implementation roadmaps. 

6 Governance Review Committee (GRC), report and recommendations proposed for adoption by 
the General Assembly 

Dr François Caya, presented the work of the Governance Review Committee (GRC) and its 
recommendations to the World Assembly of Delegates (Assembly) at its 93rd General Session (2026). 
It was explained that the GRC had been established under Assembly Resolution No. 12 (2024) to review 
WOAH’s governance framework and provide recommendations to strengthen the Organisation’s 
governance arrangements. The presentation highlighted that the GRC’s work was informed by a 
comprehensive external review of WOAH’s governance and extensive Member engagement, including 
regional consultations, thereby ensuring an inclusive and Member-centred reform process. For the 93rd 
General Session, the GRC submitted a package of seven recommendations aimed at strengthening 
WOAH’s financial, institutional and regional governance. 

Regarding financial governance, the GRC proposed three measures: (i) enhancing transparency of 
Member contributions and arrears through a public dashboard and improved reporting; (ii) launching a 
consultation process on options to transition to an objective, formula-based statutory contribution model; 
and (iii) clarifying and strengthening sanctions for Members in arrears through a more consistent and 
graduated framework. It was highlighted that these reforms were intended to improve financial 
sustainability, predictability, equity and accountability across the Organisation.  

With respect to institutional and regional governance, four recommendations were proposed to 
modernise decision-making and representation in the Assembly and Regional Commissions. These 
included allowing Delegates to authorise delegation members to speak and vote at the General Session, 
updating the functions of the Regional Commissions and Bureaus to strengthen regional input into 
policy, coordination and implementation of WOAH activities, and revising Bureau composition and 
election processes to improve accountability and representation. Further reforms include adjusting the 
Council’s Past President seat to an elected member position to support a more representative 
governance structure and introducing a risk-based framework for approving WOAH’s cooperation 
agreements to improve efficiency while maintaining appropriate oversight.  

It was further explained that the GRC’s work had been planned in two phases: Phase 1 focused on 
identifying governance reforms, while Phase 2 would address the necessary amendments to WOAH’s 
legal framework to implement reforms agreed by the Assembly in Phase 1. Although considerable 
progress had been achieved, it was noted that an extension of Phase 1 until May 2027 would be 
necessary to complete the review process, including further regional consultations. 

Finally, it was highlighted that, under Resolution No. 4, the Assembly was invited to approve the seven 
recommendations and their implementation plans, initiate Member consultations on options to update 
WOAH’s statutory contribution model and take note of the extension of Phase 1 until May 2027. The 
recommendations in draft Resolution No. 4 were intended to support more effective, transparent, and 
sustainable governance of WOAH in the years ahead. 

The Delegate of Argentina, seconded by other Delegates, thanked the Delegates serving as 
representatives of the Region on the GRC, as well as the staff of the Headquarters Secretariat and the 
Regional Representation for their support throughout the process. 

7 Announcements from WOAH  

Dr Mauro Meske, from the Status Department, highlighted a side event entitled “30 Years of Official 

Animal Health Status Recognition” scheduled to take place during at the 93rd General Session, on 

Wednesday 20 May 2026, from 12:45 to 1:45 p.m. 

Dr François Caya, Deputy Director General for Institutional Affairs and Governance, provided an update 

on the status of the WOAH Regional Representation for Africa and informed the Regional Commission 

for the Americas of the recent decision to close the Organisation’s office in Bamako, Mali, in light of the 

evolving security situation. He explained that this decision had been taken following careful 

consideration of staff safety and security, as well as the operational constraints affecting the organisation 
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of activities and missions from Bamako, while ensuring continuity of WOAH’s activities and support to 

Members across the African region during the transition process. He also expressed appreciation for 

the dedication and professionalism demonstrated by the staff of the Regional Representation in 

supporting and advancing WOAH’s work in the African region over the years. 

Ms Nathaly Monsalve, Head of the Regional Coordination Department, drew Delegates’ attention to the 

regional kiosk, which will be available throughout the week of the 93rd General Session, as well as the 

dedicated plenary session on Regional Highlights entitled ‘Strengthening Veterinary Services 

Worldwide: The role of WOAH Regional Offices in supporting Members’, scheduled for Friday 22 May 

2026. She invited all participants to visit the kiosk and attend the plenary session.  

Closed Session for Delegates Only 

8 Application of the Colombian Corporation for Agricultural Research AGROSAVIA to join the 
WOAH Collaborating Centre Consortium for Animal Welfare and Sustainable Livestock Systems 

Dr Mariana Delgado, WOAH Science and Disease Management Department, presented the rules and 

the procedure for the proposal and approval of Reference Centres, which include Reference 

Laboratories and Collaborating Centres.  

Dr Viviana Sofía Zamora Pineda, Delegate of Colombia, submitted a request to the Regional 

Commission in order for it to consider the Colombian Corporation for Agricultural Research AGROSAVIA 

to join the WOAH Collaborating Centre Consortium for Animal Welfare and Sustainable Livestock 

Systems. 

She briefly presented the structure, the scientific and extension activities, as well as the expertise as 

detailed in the submitted application, and reported that all details had been sent to the Delegates in 

advance. 

The proposal was approved unanimously by the Regional Commission. 

9 Partial elections: Selection of a Member of the Regional Commission for the Americas to join 
the Regional Commission Bureau as President  

As requested by the Bureau, Dr Francisco D’Alessio explained the process for the selection of 
candidates to be presented to the World Assembly for election to join the Bureau of the Regional 
Commission for the Americas as President. Dr D’Alessio also facilitated the discussions regarding the 
proposal of candidates for the position of President to the Bureau of the Regional Commission for the 
Americas, to be put forward for election at the World Assembly.  

Delegates of the Region agreed to propose Dr Rafael Rodriguez Alvarado for the position of President 
of the Regional Commission for the Americas, together with the advancement of all other Bureau 
members to the next positions in the succession order.  

In addition, Delegates agreed to postpone discussions regarding the selection of a candidate for the 
position of Secretary General of the Bureau of the Regional Commission until the Regional Commission 
meeting to be held in Paris. 

The agreed proposals for positions within the Bureau are listed below:  

- President   Dr Rafael Rodriguez Alvarado (Honduras) 
- Vice President Dr Carlos Orellana Vaquero (Chile) 
- Vice President Dr Roxanna Alvarez (Belize) 
- Secretary General vacancy 

10 Closing 

The meeting officially ended at 7:45 p.m. CEST. 
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Session 2 (face to face) 

The Regional Commission for the Americas met face-to-face on 18 May 2026, at 10:00 a.m. CEST at the 

CNIT. The meeting was attended by 20 Members of the Commission and nine observers. 

Members of the Commission: Argentina, Bahamas, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, 

Colombia, Costa Rica, Curacao, Ecuador, Guatemala, 

Guyana, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Peru, 

United States of America, and Uruguay. 

Observers: Caribbean Animal Health Network (CaribVET), Caribbean 

Agriculture Health and Food Safety Agency (CAHFSA), 

General Secretariat of the Andean Community (SG-CAN), 

Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA), 

International Regional Organization for Agricultural Health 

(OIRSA), International Veterinary Students Association (IVSA), 

Latin American Poultry Association (ALA), Pan American 

Center for Foot-and-Mouth Disease and Veterinary Public 

Health (PANAFTOSA‑PAHO/WHO), World Renderers 

Organization (WRO).  

The meeting was chaired by Dr Rafael Rodriguez Alvarado, Vice President of the Regional Commission and 

Delegate of Honduras, accompanied by Dr Carlos Orellana Vaquero, Delegate of Chile and Roxanna Alvarez 

Delegate of Belize, Vice president and Secretary General of the Regional Commission respectively. They were 

supported by Dr Hugo Idoyaga Benitez and Wilmer Juárez Juárez, members of the Council, as well as by Dr 

Francisco D’Alessio, WOAH Regional Representative for the Americas. 

1 Adoption of the Agenda 

The agenda, described in the Annex, was unanimously adopted. 

2 Report on the activities of the Regional Core Group during the last year, and summary of the 
main points discussed and agreed during the virtual meeting 

Dr Rodriguez Alvarado presented the work carried out by the Regional Core Group during the last year, 

describing the meetings held and the topics discussed. He emphasised that main focus was placed on 

following a structured regional agenda integrating Members’ needs and the support provided by the 

Regional Representation, aligned to global programmes. 

In addition, he summarised the main points discussed during the virtual meeting held on 6 May 2026, 

allowing the Regional Commission to confirm the main points agreed. Topics included an update on the 

organisation of the forthcoming Conference of the Regional Commission and the selection of its second 

technical item, the strategic topics to be addressed by WOAH through various means, as well as the 

candidates proposed to fill the vacant position of President and the changes within the Bureau of the 

Regional Commission. The Commission also agreed on the inclusion of AGROSAVIA, Colombia, as a 

partner in the Collaborating Centre Consortium for Animal Welfare and Sustainable Livestock Systems.  

3 Governance Review Committee (GRC) 

Dr Mary Jane Ireland, Regional Member of the GRC and Delegate of Canada, updated the Regional 

Commission on the outcomes of the 10th meeting of the Governance Review Committee (GRC), held 

at WOAH Headquarters, on 14 and 15 May 2026.  

She highlighted the decision taken by the GRC to focus on core topics such as the WOAH mandate and 

legal status, and institutional and financial governance. In addition, she acknowledged the important 

workload and the high number of documents that the work of the committee had implied and noted that 

measures would be taken for its improvement. Finally, she encouraged greater engagement from 
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Members in consultations, and highlighted the strong support received from the Regional 

Representation to facilitate this process. 

Dr Miguel Martín, GRC Secretariat, then presented the draft Resolution No. 4 on the GRC’s report and 

recommendations to the 93rd General Session (2026), and highlighted updates made at the tenth GRC 

meeting and subsequently approved by the Council to enhance clarity and facilitate implementation of 

the Resolution. 

He concluded by reminding Delegates on the need to participate in the next consultations on the WOAH 

mandate and financial aspects, scheduled to begin in June 2026. 

4 Collaboration with WOAH Reference Centres to support WOAH regional activities 

Dr Francisco D’Alessio highlighted the essential role of Collaborating Centres to provide support and 

promote capacity building for Members as a key part of the Organisation and emphasised the synergetic 

potential with the Regional Representation’s mandate, which aims to articulate regional and global 

needs, activities and priorities. 

Dr Alicia Gallardo Lagno, on behalf of the Center for Antimicrobial Stewardship in Aquaculture (CASA), 

and Dr Andrés Pérez, from the Center for Animal Health and Food Safety, University of Minnesota, 

presented the activities carried out by their Collaborating Centres in support of WOAH regional activities.  

Both speakers highlighted that the interaction with the Regional Representation allows closer 

engagement with Members and their needs, as well as involving other organisations, in line with regional 

projects and plans, and contributing to global initiatives. 

Dr Martin Minassian, from the Regional Representation, presented a case study on the coordinated 

support provided by several Reference Centres after the recent viral haemorrhagic septicaemia 

outbreak in Colombia. He stressed that the interaction with Reference Centres established during non-

emergency periods allowed a better response to the disease and encouraged Members to contact the 

Regional Representation to benefit from the available resources to improve their capacities. 

5 Information on the future procedure for the election of Members of Specialist Commissions 

Dr Montserrat Arroyo, WOAH Deputy Director General for Standard Setting and Implementation 

provided an overview of the selection process for WOAH Specialist Commissions for the 2027–2030 

term. Dr Arroyo described the planned stages from preparation of documentation and launch of an open 

call for experts on 6 July 2026, through screening of applications after closure of the call on 11 

September 2026 and evaluation of eligible candidates by a Nomination Evaluation Committee, 

comprising external evaluators, a Council representative and WOAH staff.  

Suitable candidates will be put forward to the WOAH Director General, followed by endorsement by the 

WOAH Council, and election of Commission members by the World Assembly of Delegates at the 94th 

General Session in May 2027. 

6 Update on the 28th Regional Conference to be held in Paraguay in November 2026 

Dr Hugo Idoyaga, Past President of the World Assembly of Delegates and Delegate of Paraguay, 

accompanied by Dr Jose Carlos Martin Camperchioli, President of the National Animal Health and 

Quality Service (SENACSA) and Mr Daniel Prieto, President of the Rural Association of Paraguay (ARP) 

presented the upcoming Conference of the Regional Commission to be held in Asunción, Paraguay, in 

November 2026, and presented an institutional video. 
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Closed Session for Delegates Only 

7 Partial elections: Selection of a Member of the Regional Commission for the Americas to join the 
Regional Commission Bureau as Secretary General 

It was recalled that, during the virtual meeting of the Regional Commission, Members had agreed to 

propose Dr Rafael Rodriguez Alvarado for the position of President of the Regional Commission for the 

Americas, together with the advancement of the other Bureau members to the next positions in the 

succession order. Discussions regarding the position of Secretary General of the Bureau had been 

postponed until the present meeting. 

Delegates of the Region unanimously agreed to propose Dr Alan Huddleston, Delegate of the United 

States of America, for the position of Secretary General of the Bureau of the Regional Commission. 

The agreed proposals for positions within the Bureau are listed below:  

- President  Dr Rafael Rodriguez Alvarado (Honduras) 

- Vice President Dr Carlos Orellana Vaquero (Chile) 

- Vice President Dr Roxanna Alvarez (Belize) 

- Secretary General  Dr Alan Huddleston (United States of America) 

These positions shall remain effective until next elections at the 94th General Session in 2027. 

8 Coordination session for regional interventions at WOAH General Session 

Dr Carlos Orellana Vaquero chaired the discussion on common positions to be presented on behalf of 

the Members of the Regional Commission for the Americas, with the support of  

Dr D’Alessio. 

The Commission reviewed the proposals presented during the virtual meeting of the commission and 

circulated through the Regional Representation and agreed to put forward common positions.  

Interventions were agreed on several topics, as well as the timing for the interventions and the speaker 

to promote a coordinated participation.  

9 Information on the creation of stable events markers on the WAHIS platform  

Following a request from Dr Marcelo de Andrade Mota, Delegate of Brazil, a presentation was made by 

Dr Jenny Hutchinson, Head of the WOAH World Animal Health Information Department (WAHID).  

Dr Hutchinson presented the updated functionality for identifying stable animal health events, detailing 

that this is aligned to the Code provisions, and offered the support of her Department for any further 

clarification or training needs. 

10 Closing 

The meeting officially ended at 12:40 p.m. CEST. 
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MEETING OF THE  
REGIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE AMERICAS  

Session 1 (virtual) 

6 May 2026 

(4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. CEST) 

________ 

Agenda 

3:45 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.  Zoom check-in and connecting.  

4:00 p.m.– 4:05 p.m. Adoption of the agenda (Dr Rafael Rodriguez Alvarado, Vice President of the 

Regional Commission and Delegate of Honduras) 

4:05 p.m. – 4:20 p.m. Preparation of the 28th Conference of the Regional Commission to be held in 

Asuncion, Paraguay, from 2 to 6 November 2026 (Dr Hugo Idoyaga, Past 

President of the World Assembly of Delegates and Delegate of Paraguay)  

4:20 p.m. – 4:40 p.m. Selection of the Technical Item II (without questionnaire) to be included in the 

agenda of the 28th Conference of the Regional Commission (Dr Carlos 

Orellana Vaquero, Vice President of the Regional Commission and Delegate 

of Chile)  

4:40 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. Selection of three strategic topics of global interest to be addressed by WOAH 

through various means (the Scientific and Technical Review, Newsletter, 

scientific paper, technical item or during a specific activity/meeting) (Dr 

Roxanna Alvarez, Secretary General of the Regional Commission and 

Delegate of Belize)  

5:00 p.m. – 5:25 p.m.  WOAH’s 8th Strategic Plan (Ms Camilla Wuensch, Acting Head of the 

Performance Management Unit) 

5:25 p.m. – 6: 00 p.m. Governance Review Committee (GRC), report and recommendations 

proposed for adoption by the General Assembly (Dr François Caya) 

6:00 p.m. – 6:10 p.m.   Announcements from WOAH 

CLOSED SESSION FOR DELEGATES ONLY 

6:10 p.m. – 6: 30 p.m. Application of the Colombian Corporation for Agricultural Research 

(AGROSAVIA) to join the WOAH Collaborating Centre Consortium for Animal 

Welfare and Sustainable Livestock Systems (Introduction by Dr Mariana 

Delgado, WOAH Science and Disease Management Department, and 

presentation of the application by Dr Viviana Sofía Zamora Pineda, Delegate 

of Colombia) 

6:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. Partial elections: Selection of a Member of the Regional Commission for the 

Americas to join the Regional Commission Bureau as President (Dr Rafael 

Rodriguez Alvarado)  

7:00 p.m.   Closing (Dr Rafael Rodriguez Alvarado) 

  

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/publications/scientific-and-technical-review/#ui-id-2
https://us17.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=05756bda24f171eb10f4856de&id=7694a173d1
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Session 2 (face-to-face) 

Monday 18 May 2026  

10:00 AM-12:30 PM (CEST), CNIT Forest, Paris, France  

Room: Dragonnier 3  

_________ 

Agenda 

10:00 a.m. – 10:05 a.m. Adoption of the agenda (Dr Rafael Rodriguez Alvarado, Vice President of the 

Regional Commission and Delegate of Honduras)  

10:05 a.m. – 10:20 a.m. Report on the activities of the Regional Core Group during the last 

year, and summary of the main points discussed and agreed during the virtual 

meeting (Dr Rafael Rodriguez Alvarado)  

10:20 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. Governance Review Committee (GRC):  

a. Outcomes of the 10th meeting of the GRC (14-15 May 2026)  

b. GRC Resolution at the 93rd General Session (2026) (Draft Resolution No. 4)  

(Dr Mary Jane Ireland, regional member of the GRC and Delegate of Canada, and 

HQ – GRC Secretariat)  

10:45 a.m. – 11:05 a.m. Collaboration with WOAH Reference Centres to support WOAH regional activities  

• Center for Antimicrobial Stewardship in Aquaculture (CASA), University of 
Chile  

• Center for Animal Health and Food Safety, University of Minnesota  

• Case study: The support provided by Reference Centres after the viral 
haemorrhagic septicaemia outbreak in Colombia.  

11:05 a.m. – 11:10 a.m. Information on the future procedure for the election of Members of Specialist 

Commissions (Dr Montserrat Arroyo, Deputy Director General – Standard Setting 

and Implementation) 

11:10 a.m. – 11:15 a.m. Update on the 28th Regional Conference to be held in Paraguay in November 2026 

(Dr Hugo Idoyaga, Past President of the World Assembly of Delegates and 

Delegate of Paraguay) 

CLOSED SESSION FOR DELEGATES ONLY 

11:15 a.m. – 11:40 a.m. Partial elections: Selection of a Member of the Regional Commission for the 

Americas to join the Regional Commission Bureau as Secretary General (Dr Rafael 

Rodriguez Alvarado)  

11:40 a.m. – 12:20 p.m. Coordination session for regional interventions at WOAH General Session (Dr 

Carlos Orellana Vaquero, Vice President of the Regional Commission for 

the Americas and Delegate of Chile) 

12:20 p.m. – 12:30 p.m. Information on the creation of stable events markers in WAHIS platform  

(Dr Jenny Hutchison, Head of WAHID). 

12:30 p.m.  Closing (Dr Rafael Rodriguez Alvarado) 
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Report of the Meeting of the  
Regional Commission for Asia and the Pacific  

Session 1 (virtual)  

The Regional Commission for Asia and the Pacific met by videoconference on 5 May 2026, at 7:00 a.m. CEST. 

The meeting was attended by 70 participants, including Delegates and/or Alternate Delegates from 21 

Members of the Commission, observers and representatives from six international and regional organisations: 

Members of the Commission: Australia, Bangladesh, China (People’s Rep. of), Chinese Taipei, Fiji, 

India, Indonesia, Japan, Korea (Rep. of), Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, 

New Caledonia, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, 

Singapore, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Timor Leste, and Vanuatu. 

International/regional organisations: ASEAN Coordinating Centre for Animal Health and Zoonoses 

(ACCAHZ), Humane World for Animals, International Coalition for 

Animal Welfare (ICFAW), Network of Aquaculture Centres in Asia-

Pacific (NACA), Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC), South 

Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) Secretariat. 

The Meeting was chaired by Dr Baoxu Huang, President of the Regional Commission for Asia and the Pacific 

and Delegate of China (People’s Rep. of), and Dr Tomoko Ishibashi, Regional Representative for Asia and the 

Pacific. In addition, Dr François Caya, Deputy Director General for Institutional Affairs and Governance 

address participants with a welcome message.  

1 Adoption of the agenda  

The agenda, described in the Annex, was unanimously adopted. 

2 Outcomes of the 34th Conference of the Regional Commission held in Indonesia, from 22 to 26 
September 2025 

Dr Pebi Suseno, WOAH Focal Point for Communication for Indonesia, speaking on behalf of  

Dr Hendra Wibawa, Alternate Delegate of Indonesia, presented the main conclusions of the 34th 

Conference of the Regional Commission for Asia and the Pacific, held in Jakarta, Indonesia, from 22 to 

26 September 2025. He highlighted the strong participation and constructive discussions that took place 

throughout the Conference, which focused on regional priorities, strengthening Veterinary Services, and 

enhancing cooperation among Members. 

He noted that Technical Item I on Animal Vaccines and Vaccination resulted in nine recommendations 

aimed at strengthening the implementation of WOAH international standards, promoting evidence-

based vaccination strategies, and enhancing regional collaboration to support disease prevention, safe 

trade and One Health objectives. Technical Item II on Building a joint TADs prevention and control 

system in the Asia-Pacific region, produced ten recommendations focused on strengthening 

surveillance, regional coordination, digital systems, preparedness and cross-border collaboration.  

Dr Suseno also underlined the importance of the Regional Work Plan Framework (RWPF), which 

continues to support the identification of regional priorities and monitoring of WOAH activities in the 

region. He indicated that the Asia and the Pacific experience with the RWPF was expected to inform 

and support the extension of this approach to other WOAH regions within the framework of the 

Organisation’s 8th Strategic Plan. 

Dr Suseno noted that the Conference had also provided opportunities for a field visit, cultural activities 

and networking, which further contributed to strengthening collaboration and exchanges among 

participants.  

He concluded by thanking the Regional Commission of the active participation.  
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3 Confirmation of the venue of the 35th Conference of the Regional Commission 

Dr Beth Cookson, Delegate of Australia, reiterated Australia’s offer to host the 35th Conference of the 

Regional Commission for Asia and the Pacific in 2027.  

The exact dates and location will be confirmed and agreed at a later stage in consultation with the 

Director General.  

4 Selection of the Technical Item I (with questionnaire) to be included in the agenda of the 35th 
Conference of the Regional Commission  

The Regional Commission selected the following technical item I (with questionnaire) to be included in 
the agenda of the 35th Conference of the Regional Commission: 

 “Application of digital technologies, including artificial intelligence and 

other information technologies for animal health and production.” 

5 Selection of three strategic topics of global interest to be addressed by WOAH through various 
means (the Scientific and Technical Review, Newsletter, scientific paper, technical item or during 
a specific activity/meeting)  

The Regional Commission selected the following three strategic topics of global interest to be addressed 

by the WOAH through various means: 

1. Optimise the Global Mechanism for Integrated Analysis of Veterinary Epidemiological Information, 
and for the Risk communication; Use of artificial intelligence (AI) for disease surveillance and 
reporting; 

2. Strengthening One Health networks and SOPs at regional and national levels, with a focus on 
antimicrobial resistance and climate change adaptation; 

3. Strengthening Biosecurity, Surveillance and Veterinary Systems for the Prevention and 
Response to Emerging, Re-emerging and Exotic Transboundary Animal Diseases (TADs). 

For the strategic topic three, the Regional Commission recommended that WOAH considers addressing 

under this topic issues related to the spread of FMD serotype SAT-1 and African Swine Fever (ASF), 

global monitoring and response frameworks for exotic and re-emerging animal diseases, the wildlife-

domestic animal interface and its contribution to FMD outbreaks, as well as practices to verify 

decontamination in poultry facilities affected by highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI). 

6 WOAH’s 8th Strategic Plan 

Ms Camilla Wuensch, Acting Head of the Performance Management Unit, provided an update on the 

development, content, and next steps of WOAH’s 8th Strategic Plan. She explained that the Plan had 

been developed through an extensive and inclusive consultative process based on co-construction. She 

further informed participants that the Plan had been endorsed by the Council on 3 March 2026 and 

would be submitted for adoption during the General Session in May 2026. 

Ms Wuensch highlighted that Members’ feedback had played a central role in refining the Strategic Plan. 

She noted that more than 300 comments, including over 100 submitted by Members, had been reviewed 

and taken into consideration. Overall, the feedback received had been positive, with particular 

appreciation expressed for the consultative approach adopted throughout the process. She explained 

that revisions had focused on improving cohesion across the document, clarifying the distinction 

between strategic and operational elements, strengthening explanations regarding implementation, 

monitoring and costing, and further emphasising partnerships, collaboration and scientific robustness. 

Regarding the structure of the Plan, Ms Wuensch explained that it was built around a Vision and Mission, 

supported by three Strategic Orientations and four Strategic Enablers. The Strategic Orientations focus 

on strengthening standard-setting, empowering Members to build robust animal health systems, and 

positioning animal health as central to addressing global challenges. The Strategic Enablers focus on 

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/publications/scientific-and-technical-review/#ui-id-2
https://us17.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=05756bda24f171eb10f4856de&id=7694a173d1
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governance and partnerships, leadership in animal health data, people, and performance and 

accountability. 

In conclusion, Ms Wuensch informed participants that implementation of the Plan would be supported 

through structured roadmaps, monitoring mechanisms and a costing approach. She noted that the Plan 

largely consolidates existing activities while identifying priority initiatives. She further indicated that 

additional funding may be required, alongside the maintenance of current funding levels, supported by 

targeted resource mobilisation efforts and internal reprioritisation. Finally, she outlined the next steps, 

which include the formal adoption, publication and launch of the Plan, as well as the development of 

regional implementation roadmaps. 

7 Governance Review Committee (GRC), report and recommendations proposed for adoption by 
the General Assembly 

Dr Beth Cookson, Regional Member of the GRC and Delegate of Australia, presented the work of the 

Governance Review Committee (GRC) and its recommendations to the World Assembly of Delegates 

(Assembly) at its 93rd General Session (2026). It was explained that the GRC had been established 

under Assembly Resolution No. 12 (2024) to review WOAH’s governance framework and provide 

recommendations to strengthen the Organisation’s governance arrangements. The presentation 

highlighted that the GRC’s work was informed by a comprehensive external review of WOAH’s 

governance and extensive Member engagement, including regional consultations, thereby ensuring an 

inclusive and Member-centred reform process. For the 93rd General Session, the GRC submitted a 

package of seven recommendations aimed at strengthening WOAH’s financial, institutional and regional 

governance. 

Regarding financial governance, the GRC proposed three measures: (i) enhancing transparency of 

Member contributions and arrears through a public dashboard and improved reporting; (ii) launching a 

consultation process on options to transition to an objective, formula-based statutory contribution model; 

and (iii) clarifying and strengthening sanctions for Members in arrears through a more consistent and 

graduated framework. It was highlighted that these reforms were intended to improve financial 

sustainability, predictability, equity and accountability across the Organisation.  

With respect to institutional and regional governance, four recommendations were proposed to 

modernise decision-making and representation in the Assembly and Regional Commissions. These 

included allowing Delegates to authorise delegation members to speak and vote at the General Session, 

updating the functions of the Regional Commissions and Bureaus to strengthen regional input into 

policy, coordination and implementation of WOAH activities, and revising Bureau composition and 

election processes to improve accountability and representation. Further reforms include adjusting the 

Council’s Past President seat to an elected member position to support a more representative 

governance structure and introducing a risk-based framework for approving WOAH’s cooperation 

agreements to improve efficiency while maintaining appropriate oversight.  

It was further explained that the GRC’s work had been planned in two phases: Phase 1 focused on 

identifying governance reforms, while Phase 2 would address the necessary amendments to WOAH’s 

legal framework to implement reforms agreed by the Assembly in Phase 1. Although considerable 

progress had been achieved, it was noted that an extension of Phase 1 until May 2027 would be 

necessary to complete the review process, including further regional consultations. 

Finally, it was highlighted that, under Resolution No. 4, the Assembly was invited to approve the seven 

recommendations and their implementation plans, initiate Member consultations on options to update 

WOAH’s statutory contribution model and take note of the extension of Phase 1 until May 2027. The 

recommendations in draft Resolution No. 4 were intended to support more effective, transparent, and 

sustainable governance of WOAH in the years ahead.  

Members were encouraged to review the recommendations, contained within Draft Resolution No. 4, 

prior to the General Session, reaching out to GRC members or Secretariat if further clarification was 

necessary. 
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8 Application to designate the Animal and Plant Quarantine Agency, APQA (under the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs, MAFRA) in Gyeongsangbuk-do, Korea (Rep. of) as a new 
WOAH Collaborating Centre for Antimicrobial Resistance in Terrestrial Animals 

Dr Dongsik Lee, Delegate of Korea (Rep. of), submitted a request to the Regional Commission in order 

for it to consider the Animal and Plant Quarantine Agency, APQA (under the Ministry of Agriculture, 

Food and Rural Affairs, MAFRA) in Gyeongsangbuk-do, Korea (Rep. of) as a new WOAH Collaborating 

Centre for Antimicrobial Resistance in Terrestrial Animals. 

He briefly presented the Agency and its activities and reported that all details had been sent to the 

Delegates in advance. 

The proposal was approved unanimously by the Regional Commission. 

9 Discussion on regional positions for WOAH General Session 

The Regional Commission discussed potential common positions to be put forward at the 93rd General 

Session on behalf of the Members of the Regional Commission for Asia and the Pacific. 

The session was chaired by the Delegate of Australia.  

During the discussions the Delegates of New Zealand and China (People’s Rep. of) proposed that 

consideration be given to the Terrestrial Animal Health Code Chapter 7.5 on animal welfare during 

slaughter. In addition, the Delegate of New Zealand highlighted the importance of the work undertaken 

by the GRC and the consultative approach adopted in the development of WOAH’s 8th Strategic Plan.  

It was further indicated that additional details on these proposed common positions would be shared 

with Members prior to the Regional Commission meeting scheduled for 18 May 2026. Members were 

invited to submit any comments, together with a brief rationale, to the Regional Representation by 12 

May 2026. 

10 Announcements from WOAH  

Dr Min-Kyung Park, Head of the Status Department, highlighted a side event entitled “30 Years of Official 

Animal Health Status Recognition” scheduled to take place during at the 93rd General Session, on 

Wednesday 20 May 2026, from 12:45 to 1:45 p.m. 

Dr François Caya, Deputy Director General for Institutional Affairs and Governance, provided an update 

on the status of the WOAH Regional Representation for Africa and informed the Regional Commission 

for Asia and the Pacific of the recent decision to close the Organisation’s office in Bamako, Mali, in light 

of the evolving security situation. He explained that this decision had been taken following careful 

consideration of staff safety and security, as well as the operational constraints affecting the organisation 

of activities and missions from Bamako, while ensuring continuity of WOAH’s activities and support to 

Members across the African region during the transition process. He also expressed appreciation for 

the dedication and professionalism demonstrated by the staff of the Regional Representation in 

supporting and advancing WOAH’s work in the African region over the years. 

Ms Nathaly Monsalve, Head of the Regional Coordination Department, drew Delegates’ attention to the 

regional kiosk, which will be available throughout the week of the 93rd General Session, as well as the 

dedicated plenary session on Regional Highlights entitled “Strengthening Veterinary Services 

Worldwide: The role of WOAH Regional Offices in supporting Members”, scheduled for Friday 22 May 

2026. She invited all participants to visit the kiosk and attend the plenary session.  

Dr Tomoko Ishibashi informed Members of the Director General’s Ambassador Dialogue series to 

highlight animal health as a global political priority and recommended Delegates to contact their 

respective Embassies when in Paris to discuss relevant matters. 
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Closed Session for Delegates Only 

11 Partial elections: selection of two Members of the Regional Commission for Asia and the Pacific 
to join the Bureau of the Regional Commission as Vice Presidents 

In the absence of Dr Baoxu Huang, the discussion regarding the candidates proposed for the two Vice-
President positions in the Bureau of the Regional Commission for Asia and the Pacific, to be put forward 
for election at the World Assembly, was chaired by Dr Tomoko Ishibashi.  

Dr Ishibashi explained that the two Vice-President positions had become vacant following the withdrawal 
of the Delegates from Sri Lanka and Malaysia.  

Following discussions, Delegates of the Region agreed to propose Dr Naresh Pal Gangwar (India) for 
the position of Vice-President 1 and Dr Chang Siow Foong (Singapore) for the position of Vice-President 
2 of the Regional Commission for Asia and the Pacific. 

At the conclusion of the discussion, Dr Ishibashi reminded Delegates that membership in the Regional 
Core Group (RCG) includes both ex officio members, namely WOAH Members represented in the 
regional governance bodies (Council or Bureau), and additional members selected by the Regional 
Commission from among Delegates of the region. She explained that, should India and Singapore be 
elected to the Bureau, they would automatically become ex officio members of the RCG, resulting in the 
vacancy of the two selected member positions they currently hold within the RCG. Delegates were 
therefore invited to submit candidatures for these selected RCG positions to the WOAH Regional 
Representation for Asia and the Pacific by 15 May 2026, in order for the Regional Commission to 
consider and select new members during the in-person meeting scheduled for 18 May 2026. 

12 Closing 

The meeting officially ended at 10.10 a.m. CEST.  

Session 2 (face-to-face)  

The Regional Commission for Asia and the Pacific met face-to-face on 18 May 2026, at 10:00 a.m. CEST at 

the CNIT. The meeting was attended by 18 Members of the Commission and four observers. 

Members of the Commission: Australia, Cambodia, China (People’s Rep. of), Chinese Taipei, India, 

Indonesia, Japan, Laos PDR, Malaysia, Mongolia, Myanmar, Nepal, 

New Caledonia, New Zealand, Republic of Korea, Singapore, Thailand, 

and Vanuatu 

Observers: Network of Aquaculture Centres in Asia-Pacific (NACA), International 

Alliance for Biological Standardisation, International coalition for animal 

welfare (ICFAW) and Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 

Animals. 

The Meeting was chaired by Dr Baoxu Huang, President of the Regional Commission for Asia and the Pacific 

and Delegate of China (People’s Rep. of), Dr Tomoko Ishibashi, Regional Representative for Asia and the 

Pacific, and Dr Naree Ketusing, Sub-Regional Representative for South-East Asia. 

1 Adoption of the agenda  

The agenda, described in the Annex, was unanimously adopted. 

2 Summary of the main points discussed and agreed during the virtual meeting 

Dr Baoxu Huang summarised the main points discussed during the virtual meeting held on 5 May 2026, 

at 9:00 a.m. CEST, allowing the Regional Commission to confirm the main points agreed, namely the 

technical item proposed for the forthcoming Regional Conference and the organisation of the 
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Conference, the strategic topics proposed to be addressed by WOAH through various means, the 

candidates proposed for the partial elections of the Bureau of the Regional Commission and the 

approval of the Collaborating Centre proposal, among others.  

The Regional Commission endorsed the points discussed and agreed during the virtual meeting.  

3 Regional Animal Welfare Strategy (RAWS) Advisory Group updates (ToR revision, membership, 
new chair)  

Dr Carolyn Guy, Chair of the WOAH RAWS Advisory Group (AG) for the Asia and the Pacific region, 

presented updates and sought endorsement for the RAWS Terms of Reference, membership and the 

new Chair of the RAWS AG. She provided an overview of the history of RAWS. 

Regarding the RAWS 2026 membership endorsement, she presented the list of current members and 

observers.  

Finally, she presented a summary of RAWS activities held between the 92nd General Session and the 

present day. This included a series of webinars for the Pacific and a Training of Trainers for animal 

welfare in pig production systems. 

As no objections or further comments were raised by Members of the Regional Commission during the 

meeting, RAWS Edition 3 and the 2026 RAWS membership were endorsed. 

4 Global Framework for the Progressive Control of Transboundary Animal Diseases (GF-TADs): 
Review of regional experiences and way forward 

Dr Masatsugu Okita, Member of the Council and Delegate of Japan, provided an overview of GF- TADs 

activities in Asia and the Pacific. He recalled that the framework was established in 2004. 

Dr Okita highlighted the importance of having different governance framework tiers within GF- TADs. 

The existence of a coordination mechanism at every level implies that each sub-region has the right to 

decide the direction of GF-TADS and that the fight against TADs can be coordinated at the grassroots 

level, utilising local expertise, and promoting better coordination and sharing of best practices among 

Members. 

Dr Okita highlighted key regional achievements, including the SEACFMD campaign, the Standing Group 

of Experts on African Swine Fever in Asia and the Pacific (established in 2019), the East Asia Chief 

Veterinary Officer Forum, and sub-regional TADs workshops. He also noted the participation of Asia 

and the Pacific representatives in the 22nd SGE-ASF in Europe to exchange experiences and learn 

from European border control practices. 

Dr Okita further underlined the importance of the continuous role of the GF-TADs framework in providing 

opportunities for collaboration and encouraged Members to utilise the mechanism to address TADs in 

the region.  

5 Governance Review Committee (GRC) 

Dr Beth Cookson, regional member of the GRC and Delegate of Australia, updated the Regional 

Commission on the outcomes of the tenth meeting of the GRC, held on 14 and15 May 2026 at WOAH 

Headquarters in Paris.  

Ms Josephine Dooley, GRC Secretariat, then presented draft Resolution No. 4 on the GRC report and 

recommendations to the 93rd General Session (2026), and highlighted updates made at the tenth GRC 

meeting and subsequently approved by the Council to enhance clarity and facilitate implementation of 

the Resolution. 
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6 Revision plan for the regional work plan framework in line with the 8th Strategic Plan 

Dr Masatsugu Okita presented an outline of the Regional Work Plan Framework (RWPF), including the 

background and function of the document, and proposed a process for preparation of the 4th RWPF in 

alignment with the 8th Strategic Plan. 

Dr Okita offered that Japan could take the lead of a designed group to review the 3rd RWPF and to draft 

the 4th RWPF, with support offered from China (People’s Rep. of), India and Singapore. In addition, 

New Zealand expressed its willingness to participate in this group. Other Members interested in 

contributing were encouraged to contact the Regional Representation. Once drafted, the document will 

be shared with Members for review and comments.  

It was agreed to target completion of the 4th RWPF for the 35th Conference of the Regional Commission 

in 2027. 

7 Regional initiative and collaboration to control AMR 

Dr Pondpan Suwanthada, Regional AMR Project Officer for Asia and the Pacific, presented the regional 

achievements and the current situation of antimicrobial use to Members. The presentation highlighted 

that antimicrobial use in Asia and the Pacific continues to increase, while non-responsible use practices 

remain a concern across the region. 

It was also noted that nearly half of the antimicrobial agents used for growth promotion are classified as 

Veterinary Critically Important Antimicrobial Agents (VCIA), with some also categorised by the World 

Health Organization as Highest Priority Critically Important Antimicrobials (HPCIA). 

The presentation emphasised the need for stronger collaboration and continued joint efforts across the 

region to address these challenges effectively. 

8 Information on the future procedure for the election of Members of Specialist Commissions 

Dr Montserrat Arroyo, Deputy Director General for Standard Setting and Implementation, provided an 

overview of the selection process for WOAH Specialist Commissions for the 2027–2030 term. Dr Arroyo 

described the planned stages, from preparation of documentation and launch of an open call for experts 

on 6 July 2026, through screening of applications after closure of the call on 11 September 2026 and 

evaluation of eligible candidates by a Nomination Evaluation Committee, comprising external 

evaluators, a Council representative and WOAH staff.  

Suitable candidates will be proposed to the WOAH Director General, followed by endorsement by the 

WOAH Council and election of Commission members by the World Assembly of Delegates at the 94th 

General Session in May 2027. 

9 Discussion on regional positions for WOAH General Session 

The Regional Commission discussed on items for a potential common position to be put forward at the 

93rd General Session on behalf of the Members of the Regional Commission for Asia and the Pacific. 

Dr Mary Van Andel, Delegate of New Zealand, chaired the session. A single item relating to Article 

7.5.30 on “Electrical water-bath stunning of poultry in Chapter 7.5 Animal welfare during slaughter” was 

proposed for discussion by China (People’s Rep. of), Chinese Taipei, New Zealand and Thailand.  

Members expressed concern regarding the limited flexibility of the proposed provisions, considering the 

wide range of settings and the further need for scientific data to the support parameters. Draft text for 

the regional position was reviewed and will be open for comments until the end of day on 19 May. 

10 Announcement of Regional Core Group (RCG) election 

Regarding the vacancy in the RCG, Dr Tomoko Ishibashi announced that, during the virtual meeting, Dr 

Dong-Sik Lee, Delegate of Korea (Rep. of), had expressed his interest in joining the group. The Delegate 
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reiterated his interest during the present meeting. The Regional Commission subsequently endorsed Dr 

Lee’s membership.  

11 Some additional announcements to the Commission 

The Delegate of Australia announced the proposal to host the next Conference of the Regional 
Commission for Asia and the Pacific in Sydney, Australia. 

Council members informed the Regional Commission that the partial elections would be conducted by 
non-secret ballot for logistical reasons, provided that no objections were raised. They also reminded 
Members that WOAH strictly observes quorum requirements and strongly encourages Members to 
attend the adoption of resolution and voting session on time.  

12 Closing 

The meeting officially ended at 12:45 p.m. CEST.  
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MEETING OF THE  
REGIONAL COMMISSION FOR ASIA AND THE PACIFIC 

Session 1 (virtual) 

5 May 2026 

(7:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. CEST) 

_________ 

Agenda 

6:45 a.m.– 7:00 a.m.   Zoom check-in and connecting  

7:00 a.m. .– 7:05 a.m. Adoption of the agenda (Dr Baoxu Huang, President of the Regional 

Commission for Asia and the Pacific and Delegate of China [People’s Rep. 

of]) 

7:05 a.m. .– 7:15 a.m. Outcomes of the 34th Conference of the Regional Commission held in 

Indonesia, from 22 to 26 September 2025 (Dr Pebi Suseno, Member of 

Delegation of Indonesia)  

7:15 a.m. .– 7:25 a.m Confirmation of the venue of the 35th Conference of the Regional Commission 

(Dr Beth Cookson, Delegate of Australia) 

7:25 a.m. .– 7:40 a.m. Selection of the Technical Item I (with questionnaire) to be included in 

 the agenda of the 35th Conference of the Regional Commission   (Dr 

Masatsugu Okita, Council member and Delegate of Japan) 

7:40 a.m. .– 7:55 a.m. Selection of three strategic topics of global interest to be addressed by WOAH 

through various means (the Scientific and Technical Review, Newsletter, 

scientific paper, technical item or during a specific activity/meeting) (Dr Mary 

van Andel, Council member and Delegate of New Zealand)  

7:55 a.m. .– 8:15 a.m. WOAH’s 8th Strategic Plan (Ms Camilla Wuensch, Acting Head of the 

Performance Management Unit) 

8:15 a.m. .– 9:00 a.m. Governance Review Committee (GRC), report and recommendations 

proposed for adoption by the General Assembly (Dr Beth Cookson, regional 

member of the GRC and Delegate of Australia) 

9:00 a.m. .– 9:15 a.m. Application to designate the Animal Health and Plant Quarantine Agency, 

APQA (under the Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs, MAFRA) in 

Gyeongsangbuk-do, Korea (Rep. of) as a new WOAH Collaborating Centre 

for Antimicrobial Resistance in Terrestrial Animals (Dr Dongsik Lee, Delegate 

of Korea [Rep. of]) 

9:15 a.m. .– 9:30 a.m. Discussion on regional positions for WOAH General Session 

(Dr Beth Cookson, Delegate of Australia)   

9:30 a.m. – 9:35 a.m. Announcements from WOAH 

CLOSED SESSION FOR DELEGATES ONLY 

9:35 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. Partial elections: selection of two Members of the Regional  

Commission for Asia and the Pacific to join the Bureau of the Regional 

Commission as Vice Presidents (Dr Tomoko Ishibashi, Regional 

Representative for Asia and the Pacific) 

9:50 a.m.    Closing (Dr Baoxu Huang) 

 

 

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/publications/scientific-and-technical-review/#ui-id-2
https://us17.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=05756bda24f171eb10f4856de&id=7694a173d1
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Session 2 (face-to-face) 

Monday 18 May 2026  

10:00 AM-12:30 PM (CEST), CNIT Forest, Paris, France  

Room : Dragonnier 4  

_________ 

Agenda 

10:00 a.m. – 10:05 a.m. Adoption of the agenda (Dr Baoxu Huang, President of the Regional 

Commission for Asia and the Pacific and Delegate of China (People’s Rep. of)  

10:05 a.m. – 10:15 a.m. Summary of the main points discussed and agreed during the virtual meeting 

(Dr Baoxu Huang) 

10:15 a.m. – 10:40 a.m. Regional Animal Welfare Strategy (RAWS) Advisory Group updates 

(ToR revision, membership, new chair) (Dr Carolyn Guy, Chair of RAWS 

Advisory Group)  

10:40 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. Global Framework for the Progressive Control of Transboundary Animal 

Diseases (GF-TADs): Review of regional experiences and way 

forward (Dr Masatsugu Okita, Council member and Delegate of Japan)  

11:00 a.m. – 11:25 a.m.  Governance Review Committee (GRC):  

 a. Outcomes of the 10th meeting of the GRC (14-15 May 2026)  

 b. GRC Resolution at the 93rd General Session (2026) (Draft Resolution No. 4)  

 (Dr Beth Cookson, regional member of the GRC and Delegate of Australia and 

HQ – GRC Secretariat)  

11:25 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.  Revision plan for the regional work plan framework in line with the 8th 

Strategic Plan (Dr Masatsugu Okita) 

11:45 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Regional initiative and collaboration to control AMR (Dr Pondpan Suwanthada, 

Regional AMR Project Officer) 

12:00 a.m. – 12:10 a.m. Information on the future procedure for the election of Members of Specialist 

Commissions (Dr Montserrat Arroyo, Deputy Director General – Standard 

Setting and Implementation) 

12:10 p.m. – 12:20 p.m. Discussion on regional positions for WOAH General Session (Dr Mary van 

Andel, Council member and Delegate of New Zealand)  

12:20 p.m. – 12:25 p.m. Announcement of Regional Core Group (RCG) election (Dr Tomoko Ishibashi, 

Regional Representative for Asia and the Pacific)   

12:25 p.m. – 12:30 p.m. Some additional announcements to the Commission (Dr Beth Cookson, 

Delegate of Australia)   

12:30 p.m.  Closing (Dr Baoxu Huang, Delegate of China [People’s Rep. of]) 
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Report of the Meeting of the  
Regional Commission for Europe  

Session 1 (virtual)  

The Regional Commission for Europe met by videoconference on 7 May 2026, at 10:00 a.m. CEST. The 

meeting was attended by 94 participants, including Delegates and Alternate Delegates from 38 Members of 

the Commission, observers, and representatives from one international and regional organisation. 

Members of the Commission: Albania, Andora, Armenia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, 

France, Georgia, Germany, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, 

Kazakhstan, Kirgizstan, Latvia, Lithuania, Liechtenstein, 

Luxembourg, the Netherlands, North Macedonia (Rep. of), Norway, 

Portugal, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, 

Tajikistan, Republic of Türkiye, United Kingdom and Uzbekistan. 

International/regional organisations: European Commission (EC) 

The meeting was chaired by Dr Maris Balodis, President of the Regional Commission for Europe, accompanied 

by Dr Budimir Plavsic, Regional Representative for Europe, who opened the virtual meeting and welcomed 

participants. In addition, Dr François Caya, Deputy Director General for Institutional Affairs and Governance 

address participants with a welcome message.  

1 Adoption of the Agenda 

The agenda, described in the Annex, was unanimously adopted. 

2 Preparation of the 32nd Conference of the Regional Commission to be held in Riga, Latvia, from 
21 to 25 September 2026 

Dr Maris Balodis, President of the Regional Commission for Europe and Delegate of Latvia, presented 

information regarding the organisation of the 32nd Conference of the Regional Commission for Europe, 

scheduled to take place in Riga, Latvia, from 21 to 25 September 2026. A short video showcasing 

Latvian agriculture and cultural heritage was presented to participants.  

Mr Armands Krauze, Minister for Agriculture of Latvia, addressed participants through a video message, 

inviting Members of the Regional Commission to attend the forthcoming Regional Conference in Latvia. 

In his remarks, he highlighted the importance of the One Health approach and emphasised the essential 

role of Veterinary Services in safeguarding animal health, public health and food safety. 

Dr Balodis also presented the overall agenda of the conference and informed participants that invitation 

letters had been circulated to Delegates in April 2026. He further noted that information regarding 

accommodation options and visa requirement was available on the dedicated Conference website. 

3 Selection of the Technical Item II (without questionnaire) to be included in the agenda of the 32nd 
Conference of the Regional Commission for Europe 

The Regional Commission selected the following technical item II (without questionnaire) to be included 

in the agenda of the 32nd Conference of the Regional Commission: 

“Emergency preparedness and response to Peste des Petits Ruminants (PPR)  

and Sheep pox and goat pox (SGP) in Europe”. 
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4 Selection of three strategic topics of global interest to be addressed by WOAH through various 
means (the Scientific and Technical Review, Newsletter, scientific paper, technical item or during 
a specific activity/meeting)  

The Regional Commission selected the following three strategic topics of global interest to be addressed 

by the WOAH through various means: 

1 Updating strategies for combating zoonoses and transboundary animal diseases, including 
new approaches in the context of climate change; 

2 Digitalisation of Veterinary Services reporting and modernisation of information systems in 
Members; 

3 Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR): Sharing experiences, Shaping Global Action. 

5 Formal Recognition of the REMESA 

Dr François Caya, Deputy Director General for Institutional Affairs and Governance, presented an 

overview of the process undertaken to formalise the recognition of the Mediterranean Animal Health 

Network (REMESA), with the aim of establishing a more sustainable and legally sound framework to 

strengthen the network’s institutional basis and enhance its attractiveness to donors and partners. He 

recalled that REMESA was established in 2009 to strengthen cooperation on the prevention and control 

of transboundary animal diseases and zoonoses in the Mediterranean region and currently brings 

together 15 Members, supported by several technical subnetworks.  

Dr Caya explained that an external legal assessment had been conducted to review the framework 

supporting REMESA activities, including financing arrangements through the WOAH World Fund. The 

assessment concluded that, while the 2012 Cooperation Framework had enabled effective collaboration 

and allowed REMESA to operate successfully in practice, it lacked legal value and formal legal 

recognition by WOAH and FAO. The assessment therefore recommended formalising the recognition 

of REMESA and selecting the most appropriate legal instruments available to both Organisations in 

order to ensure a sustainable and strengthened legal framework.  

He further informed participants that the matter had been reviewed by the WOAH Council on 3 March 

2026 and by the REMESA Joint Permanent Committee on 29 April 2026. Both governance bodies 

recognised the need to strengthen the legal framework of REMESA and supported its formal recognition 

by WOAH through a Resolution to be presented during the 93rd General Session. The Joint Permanent 

Committee also supported the development of complementary legal arrangements between WOAH and 

FAO, while preserving the current structure and functioning of the network. 

Finally, Dr Caya informed Delegates that the draft Resolution had already been shared with the 

REMESA Joint Permanent Committee and would be submitted to the WOAH Council prior to its 

presentation for adoption during the Administrative Session of the 93rd General Session. 

6 WOAH’s 8th Strategic Plan 

Ms Camilla Wuensch, Acting Head of the Performance Management Unit, provided an update on the 

development, content, and next steps of WOAH’s 8th Strategic Plan. She explained that the Plan had 

been developed through an extensive and inclusive consultative process based on co-construction. She 

further informed participants that the Plan had been endorsed by the Council on 3 March 2026 and 

would be submitted for adoption during the General Session in May 2026. 

Ms Wuensch highlighted that Members’ feedback had played a central role in refining the Strategic Plan. 

She noted that more than 300 comments, including over 100 submitted by Members, had been reviewed 

and taken into consideration. Overall, the feedback received had been positive, with particular 

appreciation expressed for the consultative approach adopted throughout the process. She explained 

that revisions had focused on improving cohesion across the document, clarifying the distinction 

between strategic and operational elements, strengthening explanations regarding implementation, 

monitoring and costing, and further emphasising partnerships, collaboration and scientific robustness. 

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/publications/scientific-and-technical-review/#ui-id-2
https://us17.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=05756bda24f171eb10f4856de&id=7694a173d1
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Regarding the structure of the Plan, Ms Wuensch explained that it was built around a Vision and Mission, 

supported by three Strategic Orientations and four Strategic Enablers. The Strategic Orientations focus 

on strengthening standard-setting, empowering Members to build robust animal health systems, and 

positioning animal health as central to addressing global challenges. The Strategic Enablers focus on 

governance and partnerships, leadership in animal health data, people, and performance and 

accountability. 

In conclusion, Ms Wuensch informed participants that implementation of the Plan would be supported 

through structured roadmaps, monitoring mechanisms and a costing approach. She noted that the Plan 

largely consolidates existing activities while identifying priority initiatives. She further indicated that 

additional funding may be required, alongside the maintenance of current funding levels, supported by 

targeted resource mobilisation efforts and internal reprioritisation. Finally, she outlined the next steps, 

which include the formal adoption, publication and launch of the Plan, as well as the development of 

regional implementation roadmaps. 

In response to additional requests for clarification, Dr François Caya confirmed that the implementation 

of the 8th Strategic Plan is not linked to an increase in statutory contributions. He emphasised the 

importance of clearly articulating WOAH’s strategic priorities, expected outcomes and added value when 

engaging with potential donors, in order to facilitate the mobilisation of voluntary contributions and better 

align external funding with the implementation of strategic activities under the Plan. 

7 Governance Review Committee (GRC), report and recommendations proposed for adoption by 
the General Assembly 

Dr François Caya, presented the work of the Governance Review Committee (GRC) and its 
recommendations to the World Assembly of Delegates (Assembly) at its 93rd General Session (2026). 
It was explained that the GRC had been established under Assembly Resolution No. 12 (2024) to review 
WOAH’s governance framework and provide recommendations to strengthen the Organisation’s 
governance arrangements. The presentation highlighted that the GRC’s work was informed by a 
comprehensive external review of WOAH’s governance and extensive Member engagement, including 
regional consultations, thereby ensuring an inclusive and Member-centred reform process. For the 93rd 
General Session, the GRC submitted a package of seven recommendations aimed at strengthening 
WOAH’s financial, institutional and regional governance. 

Regarding financial governance, the GRC proposed three measures: (i) enhancing transparency of 
Member contributions and arrears through a public dashboard and improved reporting; (ii) launching a 
consultation process on options to transition to an objective, formula-based statutory contribution model; 
and (iii) clarifying and strengthening sanctions for Members in arrears through a more consistent and 
graduated framework. It was highlighted that these reforms were intended to improve financial 
sustainability, predictability, equity and accountability across the Organisation.  

With respect to institutional and regional governance, four recommendations were proposed to 
modernise decision-making and representation in the Assembly and Regional Commissions. These 
included allowing Delegates to authorise delegation members to speak and vote at the General Session, 
updating the functions of the Regional Commissions and Bureaus to strengthen regional input into 
policy, coordination and implementation of WOAH activities, and revising Bureau composition and 
election processes to improve accountability and representation. Further reforms include adjusting the 
Council’s Past President seat to an elected member position to support a more representative 
governance structure and introducing a risk-based framework for approving WOAH’s cooperation 
agreements to improve efficiency while maintaining appropriate oversight.  

It was further explained that the GRC’s work had been planned in two phases: Phase 1 focused on 
identifying governance reforms, while Phase 2 would address the necessary amendments to WOAH’s 
legal framework to implement reforms agreed by the Assembly in Phase 1. Although considerable 
progress had been achieved, it was noted that an extension of Phase 1 until May 2027 would be 
necessary to complete the review process, including further regional consultations. 

Finally, it was highlighted that, under Resolution No. 4, the Assembly was invited to approve the seven 
recommendations and their implementation plans, initiate Member consultations on options to update 
WOAH’s statutory contribution model and take note of the extension of Phase 1 until May 2027. The 
recommendations in draft Resolution No. 4 were intended to support more effective, transparent, and 
sustainable governance of WOAH in the years ahead. 
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8 Regional Perspective on the Governance Review Committee (GRC) 

Dr Ulrich Herzog, Vice-President of the Regional Commission for Europe, Delegate of Austria and 

regional member of the Governance Review Committee (GRC), complemented the presentation 

delivered by Dr Caya by providing an update on the ongoing governance review process and the 

positions developed within the Europe region on the proposed governance reforms. 

He recalled that the work was being conducted under Phase 1 of the governance review process, which 

has now been extended until May 2027, and highlighted the significant workload and extensive 

consultations already undertaken by the GRC, Members and the WOAH Secretariat.  

Dr Herzog presented an overview of the governance topics currently under discussion, including issues 

related to the legal framework of WOAH, the structure and functioning of technical bodies, institutional 

and regional governance arrangements, Council composition and responsibilities, and financial 

governance mechanisms. He highlighted several regional positions already developed by Members of 

the Region, including support for strengthening transparency, improving governance processes and 

reinforcing the strategic and executive role of the Council while maintaining strong links with the 

Regional Commissions and Members. He further noted the importance of ensuring balanced, 

proportionate and sustainable approaches in discussions related to statutory contributions, sanctions 

and financial governance, while recognising the different capacities of Members. He also highlighted the 

support expressed by the region for improved transparency regarding contributions and budget 

processes, as well as for proposals aimed at simplifying and streamlining governance arrangements. 

Dr Herzog underlined the increasing complexity and scale of the governance review process and 

stressed the need for a more structured and coordinated regional working mechanism to facilitate 

meaningful participation by Members and experts. In this regard, he proposed the establishment of four 

thematic regional workstreams covering legal framework, technical governance, institutional and 

regional governance, and financial governance, operating under the coordination of the Regional Core 

Group. He encouraged Delegates and experts from the region to actively participate in these 

workstreams and consultation processes in preparation for the next phases of the governance reviews 

and the legal drafting processes foreseen through 2028. 

During the discussion, participants expressed strong appreciation for the extensive work undertaken by 

the members of the GRC, in particular the representatives from Reginal Commission for Europe, and 

recognised the increasing complexity and workload associated with the governance review process.  

Participants also sought clarification regarding the role of regional consultations and whether the 

objective was to establish formal regional consensus positions or rather to provide regional views and 

feedback to inform the broader GRC discussions. In response, Dr Caya clarified that the objective of the 

consultations was not to develop binding regional consensus positions, but rather to gather views, 

identify concerns and highlight proposals that may not be acceptable to Members, while supporting 

informed participation in the governance review process. He further recalled that final decisions would 

remain under the authority of the World Assembly of Delegates.  

Participants further discussed the need to improve coordination and support mechanisms within the 

region in order to facilitate more meaningful participation of Members and experts. The increasing 

technical, legal and financial complexity of the discussions was highlighted, together with the need to 

involve broader expertise, including legal and financial experts where relevant.  

The discussion also emphasised the importance of reinforcing support mechanisms for regional 

consultations, including improved coordination by the Regional Representations and the establishment 

of practical working arrangements to collect, consolidate and circulate regional inputs.  

Delegates welcomed the proposal to continue discussions on these issues during the upcoming GRC 

workshop and expressed support for enhanced regional participation in the different thematic 

workstreams. 
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9 Progress Update on Actions and Outcomes from the 20th Regional Core Group Meeting – 
Standard Setting Process and Regional Coordination 

Dr Maris Balodis, President of the Regional Commission for Europe, presented the outcomes of the 

20th Meeting of the Regional Core Group for Europe (RCG 20), held online on 17 March 2026. The 

meeting focused on strengthening regional coordination and preparing for key WOAH governance and 

regional activities planned for 2026.  

The RCG endorsed its Annual Report for 2025, noting the adoption of revised Terms of Reference, the 

establishment of the new RCG composition for 2025–2027, and progress in strengthening the regional 

governance framework. Participants also reviewed the 2026 workplan, including preparations for the 

93rd General Session and the 32nd Regional Conference for Europe. RCG was provided with an update 

on the work of the Governance Review Committee, including discussions related to the composition of 

the WOAH Council, nomination and election procedures, and the role of RGCs in WOAH governance. 

Discussions also addressed regional coordination on the WOAH standard-setting process, with 

emphasis on improving subregional consultations and aligning regional positions on priority chapters.  

He also outlined preparations for the technical items proposed for the 32nd Regional Conference, 

focusing on biosecurity measures for emerging and re-emerging transboundary animal diseases, as 

well as emergency preparedness related to Peste des Petits Ruminants and Sheep and Goat Pox. 

10 Announcements from WOAH 

Ms Nathaly Monsalve, Head of the Regional Coordination Department, drew Delegates’ attention to the 
regional kiosk, which will be available throughout the week of the 93rd General Session, as well as the 
dedicated plenary session on Regional Highlights entitled “Strengthening Veterinary Services 
Worldwide: The role of WOAH Regional Offices in supporting Members”, scheduled for Friday 22 May 
2026. She invited all participants to visit the kiosk and attend the plenary session. 

Then Dr Anna Maria Baka, from Status Department, highlighted a side event entitled “30 Years of Official 
Animal Health Status Recognition” scheduled to take place during at the 93rd General Session, on 
Wednesday 20 May 2026, from 12:45 to 1:45 p.m. 

Dr François Caya, Deputy Director General for Institutional Affairs and Governance, provided an update 
on the status of the WOAH Regional Representation for Africa and informed the Regional Commission 
for Europe of the recent decision to close the Organisation’s office in Bamako, Mali, in light of the 
evolving security situation. He explained that this decision had been taken following careful 
consideration of staff safety and security, as well as the operational constraints affecting the organisation 
of activities and missions from Bamako, while ensuring continuity of WOAH’s activities and support to 
Members across the African region during the transition process. He also expressed appreciation for 
the dedication and professionalism demonstrated by the staff of the Regional Representation in 
supporting and advancing WOAH’s work in the African region over the years. 

11 Closing 

The meeting officially ended at 13:20 CEST.  
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Session 2 (face-to-face)  

The Regional Commission for Europe met face-to-face on 18 May 2026, at 10:00 a.m. CEST at the CNIT. The 

meeting was attended by 33 Members of the Commission and four observers. 

 

Members of the Commission: Andorra, Austria, Azerbaijan, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Cyprus, 

Czech Republic, Estonia, France, Georgia, Germany, Iceland, 

Ireland, Italy, Kazakhstan, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Malta, Moldova, 

North Macedonia (Rep. of), Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Republic 

of Türkiye, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Sweden, Spain, Switzerland, 

Tajikistan, Ukraine, United Kingdom, and Uzbekistan  

Observers: European Federation for Animal Health and Sanitary Security 

(FESASS) 

International/regional organisations: European Commission (EC), Council of the European Union, 

International Coalition for Animal Welfare (RSPCA-ICFAW). 

The meeting was chaired by Dr Maris Balodis, President of the Regional Commission for Europe and Delegate 

of Latvia, accompanied by Dr Budimir Plavsic, Regional Representative for Europe, who opened the meeting 

and welcomed participants. 

1 Adoption of the agenda  

The agenda, described in the Annex, was unanimously adopted. 

2 Summary of the main points discussed and agreed during the virtual meeting 

The President of the Regional Commission summarised the main points discussed during the virtual 

meeting held on 7 May 2026, at 10:00 a.m. CEST, which was attended by 94 participants including 

Members and observers, allowing the Regional Commission to confirm the main points agreed, namely 

the technical item proposed for the forthcoming Regional Conference and the organisation of the 

Conference, the strategic topics proposed to be addressed by WOAH through various means, including 

the resolution on the formal recognition of the Mediterranean Animal Health Network (REMESA) to be 

presented to the World Assembly for adoption, among others.  

The President also reminded Members of the Regional Commission to register for the 32nd Conference 

of the Regional Commission for Europe, to be held in Latvia in September 2026. 

3 Governance Review Committee (GRC) 

Dr Ulrich Herzog, Vice President of the Regional Commission, regional member of the GRC and 
Delegate of Austria, updated the Regional Commission on the outcomes of the 10th meeting of the 
GRC, held at WOAH Headquarters in Paris, on 14 and15 May 2026. 

 Mr Rodney de Souza, GRC Secretariat, then presented the draft Resolution No. 4 on the GRC report 
and recommendations to the 93rd General Session (2026), and highlighted updates made at the 10th 
GRC meeting and subsequently approved by the Council to enhance clarity and facilitate 
implementation of the Resolution. 

4 Update on the activities of the Platform on Animal Welfare for Europe 

Dr Galib Abdulaliyev, Vice President of the Regional Commission and Delegate of Azerbaijan, provided 

an update on the activities of the WOAH Platform on Animal Welfare for Europe and the implementation 

of its 4th Action Plan (2024 - 2026). He informed Members about the outcomes of the 25th and 26th 

meetings of the Steering Group, which had reviewed ongoing activities, assessed progress under the 

current Action Plan, and initiated the development of the 5th Action Plan (2027 - 2029).  
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Dr Abdulaliyev highlighted progress across the Platform’s priority areas, including activities related to 

animal welfare during slaughter, dog population management, welfare during transport, welfare of 

working equids, and animal welfare in natural disasters. He referred to the development of e-learning 

modules, training activities, regional workshops, and self-assessment and monitoring tools supporting 

the implementation of WOAH standards.  

He further informed Members about the ongoing review of the Platform’s monitoring and evaluation 

system and the preparations for an external evaluation of the Platform scheduled for 2026. In this 

context, recommendations aimed at strengthening monitoring, evaluation and learning processes, 

reporting practices and impact assessment were presented.  

Finally, Dr Abdulaliyev presented the roadmap for the development of the 5th Action Plan  

(2027 - 2029), including consultations with Members and partners during 2026. He also informed the 

Commission about the upcoming Regional Training Seminar for WOAH National Focal Points on Animal 

Welfare to be held in Budapest, Hungary, in June - July 2026, as well as the side event “Investing in 

Animal Welfare: from Standards to Implementation”, being organised during the 93rd WOAH General 

Session. 

5 ADIS-WAHIS reporting – the story so far 

Dr Peter Melens, Deputy Head of the World Animal Health Information Department (WAHID) and 

Business Lead of the WAHIS Programme, and Dr Francesco Berlingieri, Policy Officer, of DG Health 

and Food Safety, European Commission, presented an update on the interconnection between the EU 

Animal Disease Information System (ADIS) and the WOAH World Animal Health Information System 

(WAHIS) as a tangible success since its launch in September 2024. Initially implemented through a pilot 

approach, the interconnection has matured into a fully operational and stable reporting pathway 

involving 44 participating countries and territories, confirming both its technical robustness and its 

operational relevance.  

From January 2025 to March 2026, nearly 500 animal disease events corresponding to more than 

17,900 outbreaks were successfully transmitted from ADIS to WAHIS, highlighting the scale and 

reliability of the interconnection. A key achievement has been the introduction of a single data entry 

point for Veterinary Services, significantly reducing duplicate reporting, data inconsistencies, and user 

workload. Members have reported notable efficiency gains, improved data quality, faster availability of 

validated information, and better alignment between EU and global animal health surveillance 

requirements.  

The pilot phase also served as a stress test under real epidemiological conditions. While the increased 

reporting volume required additional coordination between ADIS and WAHIS support teams. It ultimately 

strengthened collaboration, clarified processes, and led to system adjustments that have improved 

performance. Resolution times for routine issues now average around 24 hours, with more complex 

cases addressed rapidly through close cooperation between European Commission and WOAH teams, 

underpinned by dedicated financial and human resource investment.  

Overall, the interconnection stands as a clear example of successful EU - WOAH collaboration, 

delivering practical benefits to Members and contributing to more timely, coherent and transparent 

animal health information. Building on these achievements, participants were invited to actively 

contribute to a more detailed regional cost- benefit analysis at the Conference of the Regional 

Commission for Europe, to be held in Latvia, in September 2026. This next step will help jointly assess 

sustainability, resource implications and long-term value, ensuring the interconnection continues to 

evolve in line with user needs and regional priorities.  

6 European Union: Report of activities within the GF-TADs mechanism in Europe; and update on 
EU activities 

Dr Bernard Van Goethem, President of the GF-TADs Regional Steering Committee for Europe and 

Director of DG Health and Food Safety, European Commission, presented an update on activities 

carried out under the GF-TADs mechanism in Europe. He recalled that GF-TADs is a joint FAO and 
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WOAH initiative supporting the progressive control of transboundary animal diseases through regional 

cooperation and coordinated strategies. 

Dr Van Goethem highlighted the outcomes of the 1st GF-TADs Europe Conference held in Belgrade, 

Serbia, in September 2025, which brought together representatives from 42 WOAH Members, including 

veterinary authorities, international organisations and regional partners. The conference combined 

meetings of Standing Groups of Experts (SGEs) and focused on regional cooperation and coordinated 

approaches to priority transboundary animal diseases, including African Swine Fever (ASF), rabies, 

Lumpy Skin Disease (LSD), Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI), Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD), 

Peste des Petits Ruminants (PPR) and Sheep and Goat Pox (SGP). 

He further informed participants about the outcomes of the 12th GF-TADs Regional Steering Committee 

meeting, including the review of the GF-TADs Action Plan 2025 - 2027 and discussions on strengthening 

regional coordination, surveillance, vaccination strategies, preparedness and information sharing. 

Dr Van Goethem also referred to follow-up activities undertaken under the GF-TADs framework, 

including the establishment of the Standing Group of Experts on PPR and SGP in Europe and global 

technical webinars on the ASF situation in Spain. He highlighted ongoing efforts to strengthen regional 

cooperation, support capacity building and improve data collection and sharing for priority transboundary 

animal diseases through the ADEWB II project. 

In addition, Dr Bernard Van Goethem presented an overview of the main European Commission 

activities related to the prevention and control of transboundary animal diseases within the European 

Union. He highlighted key EU initiatives, including preparedness measures, scientific support, laboratory 

networks, vaccination banks, emergency interventions, surveillance, border controls, training and 

international cooperation under the GF-TADs framework.  

Dr Van Goethem provided an update on the epidemiological situation of several priority animal diseases 

in the European Union, ASF, FMD, HPAI, LSD, PPR, rabies, and SGP. He highlighted recent outbreaks, 

disease trends and measures implemented by Member States and the European Commission to support 

disease prevention, control and eradication.  

With regard to ASF, he referred to the continued spread of the disease in wild boar and domestic pigs 

in several Member States, as well as the implementation of surveillance, regionalisation and emergency 

response measures. He also informed participants about the FMD outbreaks reported in Germany, 

Slovakia, Hungary, Cyprus and Greece, and the coordinated response measures implemented at EU 

level, including vaccination support and deployment of EU Veterinary Emergency Teams (EUVET).  

Dr Van Goethem further presented updates on HPAI, LSD and PPR, highlighting the importance of 

vaccination, biosecurity, surveillance and regional coordination in disease management. He also 

referred to ongoing EU support for rabies vaccination and surveillance programmes, as well as 

measures related to SGP in affected Member States. 

7 Information on the Lumpy Skin Disease (LSD) Epidemic Intelligence Report  

Dr Gilles Guillot, Head of the Data Integration and Analytics Department, informed the Regional 

Commission about the development of a weekly epidemic intelligence situation report on LSD, which 

includes official information on the epidemiological situation of the disease as well as unofficial 

information gathered from media sources. 

He explained that the report was currently shared internally within WOAH and informed Members of the 

proposal to make it available more broadly to Regional Commissions in order to support situational 

awareness and regional coordination.  

8 Information on the future procedure for the election of Members of Specialist Commissions 

Dr Montserrat Arroyo, WOAH Deputy Director General for Standard Setting and Implementation 

provided an overview of the selection process for WOAH Specialist Commissions for the 2027-2030 

term. Dr Arroyo described the planned stages from preparation of documentation and launch of an open 
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call for experts on 6 July 2026, through screening of applications after closure of the call on 11 

September 2026 and evaluation of eligible candidates by a Nomination Evaluation Committee, 

comprising external evaluators, a Council representative and WOAH staff.  

Suitable candidates will be put forward to the WOAH Director General, followed by endorsement by the 

WOAH Council, and election of Commission members by the World Assembly of Delegates at the 94th 

General Session in May 2027. 

9 Discussions 

Dr Maris Balodis asked whether participants wished to raise any additional topics. As no further 

comments or issues were raised from the floor, he thanked all participants for their attendance 

10 Closing 

The meeting officially ended at 11:55 a.m. CEST.  
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MEETINGS OF THE 
REGIONAL COMMISSION FOR EUROPE 

Session 1 (virtual) 

7 May 2026 

(10:00 a.m. – 1.00 p.m. CEST) 

_________ 

Agenda 

09:45 a.m.– 10:00 a.m.  Zoom check-in and connecting.  

10:00 a.m. - 10:05 a.m. Opening Remarks (Dr Budimir Plavsic, WOAH Regional Representative of 

Europe, Dr Maris Balodis, President of the Regional Commission and 

Delegate of Latvia)  

10:05 a.m. - 10:10 a.m.  Adoption of the agenda (Dr Maris Balodis)  

10:10 a.m. – 10:25 p.m. Preparation of the 32nd Conference of the Regional Commission to be held in 

Riga, Latvia, from 21 to 25 September 2026 (Dr Maris Balodis)  

10:25 a.m. – 10:40 a.m. Selection of the Technical Item II (without questionnaire) to be included in the 

agenda of the 32nd Conference of the Regional Commission (Dr Keti 

Margariti, Secretary General of the Regional Commission and Delegate of 

Albania)  

10:40 a.m. – 10:55 a.m. Selection of three strategic topics of global interest to be addressed by WOAH 

through various means (the Scientific and Technical Review, Newsletter, 

scientific paper, technical item, or during a specific activity/meeting) (Dr Galib 

Hummat Abdulaliyev, Vice President of the Regional Commission and 

Delegate of Azerbaijan)  

10:55 a.m. – 11:10 a.m. Formal Recognition of the REMESA (Dr François Caya, Deputy Director 

General for Institutional Affairs and Governance)  

11:10 a.m. – 11:40 a.m. WOAH’s 8th Strategic Plan (Ms Camilla Wuensch, Acting Head of the 

Performance Management Unit)  

11:40 a.m. – 12:25 p.m. Governance Review Committee (GRC), report and recommendations 

proposed for adoption by the General Assembly (Dr François Caya)  

12:25 p.m. – 12:40 p.m. Regional Perspective on the Governance Review Committee (Dr Ulrich 

Herzog, Vice President of the Regional Commission, regional member of the 

GRC and Delegate of Austria)  

12:40 p.m. – 12:55 p.m. Progress Update on Actions and Outcomes from the 20th Regional Core 

Group Meeting - Standard-Setting Process and Regional Coordination (Dr 

Maris Balodis)  

12:55 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. Announcements from WOAH 

1:00 p.m.  Closing (Dr Maris Balodis)  

  

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/publications/scientific-and-technical-review/#ui-id-2
https://us17.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=05756bda24f171eb10f4856de&id=7694a173d1
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Session 2 (face-to-face) 

Monday 18 May 2026  

10:00 AM - 12:30 PM (CEST), CNIT Forest, Paris, France  

Room : Sequoia  

_________ 

Agenda 

10:00 a.m. – 10:05 a.m. Opening Remarks (Dr Budimir Plavsic, WOAH Regional Representative for 

Europe and Dr Maris Balodis, President of the Regional Commission and 

Delegate of Latvia) 

10:05 a.m. – 10:10 a.m. Adoption of the agenda (Dr Maris Balodis)  

10:10 a.m. – 10:20 a.m. Summary of the main points discussed and agreed during the virtual 

meeting (Dr Maris Balodis) 

10:20 a.m. – 10:50 a.m. Governance Review Committee (GRC):  

   a. Outcomes of the 10th meeting of the GRC (14-15 May 2026) 

   b. GRC Resolution at the 93rd General Session (2026) (Draft Resolution No. 4)  

   (Dr Ulrich Herzog, Vice President of the Regional Commission, regional 

member of the GRC and Delegate of Austria and HQ – GRC Secretariat)  

10:50 a.m. – 11:10 a.m. Update on the activities of the Platform on Animal Welfare for Europe (Dr Galib 

Abdulaliyev, Vice President of the Regional Commission and Delegate of 

Azerbaijan) 

11:10 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. ADIS-WAHIS reporting – the story so far (Dr Peter Melens, Deputy Head of 

WAHID and Business Lead of the WAHIS Programme and Dr Francesco 

Berlingieri, Policy Officer, of DG Health and Food Safety, European 

Commission) 

11:30 a.m. – 11:50 a.m. European Union: Report of activities within the GF-TADs mechanism in 

Europe; and update on EU activities (Dr Bernard Van Goethem, Director, DG 

Health and Food Safety, European Commission) 

11:50 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Information on the Lumpy Skin Disease (LSD) Epidemic Intelligence Report 5 

(Dr Gilles Guillot, Head of the Data Integration and Analytics Department) 

12:00 p.m. –12:10 p.m. Information on the future procedure for the election of Members of Specialist 

Commissions (Dr Montserrat Arroyo, Deputy Director General – Standard 

Setting and Implementation) 

12:10 p.m. – 12:20 p.m. Discussions 

12:20 p.m.  Closing (Dr Ulrich Herzog) 
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Report of the Meeting of the  
Regional Commission for the Middle East 

Session 1 (virtual)  

The Regional Commission for the Middle East met by videoconference on 6 May 2026, at 10:00 a.m. CEST. 

The meeting was attended by 48 participants, including Delegates and Alternate Delegates from 12 Members 

of the Commission, observers, and representatives from three Regional and International Organisations: 

 

Members of the Commission: Bahrain, Cyprus, Egypt, Iraq, Kuwait, Lebanon, Oman, Qatar, Saudi 

Arabia, Somalia, Republic of Türkiye, and United Arab Emirates. 

International/regional organisations: Food and Agricultural Organisation of the United Nations (FAO), 

European Commission for the Control of Foot-and-Mouth Disease 

(Eu-FMD), World Health Organisation (WHO).  

Observers: Collaborating Centre for Quality Management Systems, Collaborating 

Centre for Camel Diseases (ADAFSA), Collaborating Centre for 

Quality Control of Veterinary Vaccines in the Middle East (CLEVB), 

Razi Vaccine & Serum Research Institute, Reference laboratory for 

sheep and goat pox (RVSI), Central Veterinary Research Laboratory, 

Reference Laboratory for Glanders, Camel Pox, Brucellosis, and 

MERS (CVRL), Central Laboratory for Aquaculture Research (CLAR), 

Collaborating Centre for Fish Health Management in the Middle East, 

Norwegian Veterinary Institute, Collaborating Centre for Epidemiology 

and Risk Assessment of Aquatic Animal Diseases in Europe (NVI), 

and Animals Angels. 

The Meeting was chaired by Dr Sanad Alharbi, President of the Regional Commission for the Middle East and 

Delegate of Saudi Arabia, accompanied by Dr Ahmad Al Majali, Regional Representative for the Middle East. 

In addition, Dr François Caya, Deputy Director General for Institutional Affairs and Governance address 

participants with a welcome message. 

1 Adoption of the Agenda 

The Agenda, described in the Annex, was unanimously adopted. 

2 Outcomes of the 18th Conference of the Regional Commission held in November 2025, in 
Larnaca, Cyprus 

The President of the Regional Commission summarised the main conclusions of the 18th Conference 

of the Regional Commission for the Middle East, held in Larnaca, Cyprus, in November 2025. He 

highlighted the active participation and constructive discussions that took place throughout the 

Conference, which focused on strengthening Veterinary Services, enhancing regional cooperation, and 

addressing key animal health and One Health priorities in the region. 

Dr Alharbi noted that the Technical Item I, dedicated to improving the capacity to assess the socio-

economic impacts of transboundary animal diseases, particularly Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD) and 

Peste des Petits Ruminants (PPR), resulted in recommendations aimed at strengthening multisectoral 

collaboration, improving epidemiological and socio-economic data management systems, enhancing 

surveillance and laboratory capacities, and increasing regional expertise in animal health economics. 

Particular emphasis was placed on the use of evidence-based approaches and advocacy tools to 

support investment in disease prevention and control programmes. 
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Regarding Technical Item II, focused on strengthening multisectoral cooperation to support alternative 

compensation policies for the control and eradication of high-priority animal diseases, he highlighted 

recommendations encouraging Members to strengthen legal and institutional frameworks for 

compensation mechanisms, improve coordination among public and private stakeholders, and promote 

transparent and sustainable approaches that support early disease reporting, biosecurity compliance 

and effective emergency response. 

The President also highlighted the importance of the PVS Pathway as a critical tool for identifying gaps 

and mobilising resources. He encouraged Members to increase their engagement with PVS missions, 

as the resulting data is essential for informing targeted capacity building and supporting national 

advocacy efforts. He further noted the discussions held on antimicrobial resistance (AMR), which led to 

the definition of a joint regional action plan supporting the implementation of the commitments contained 

in the 2024 United Nations Political Declaration on AMR, including strengthening surveillance, promoting 

prudent and responsible antimicrobial use, and supporting disease prevention through vaccination and 

biosecurity measures. 

Finally, he noted that the Conference had also provided opportunities for technical and cultural visits, 

networking and exchanges among participants, further strengthening regional collaboration and 

cooperation. 

3 Confirmation of the dates and venue of the 19th Conference of the Regional Commission for the 
Middle East to be held in November 2027 

Dr Fajer Al Salloom, Vice President of the Council and Delegate of Bahrain, reiterated Bahrain’s offer 

to host the 19th Conference of the Regional Commission. It will take place in November 2027 with the 

exact dates to be agreed at a later stage in consultation with the Director General.  

She highlighted that the logistical framework includes the provision of international-standard conference 

facilities and a wide range of hotel accommodations for all delegations. To support the attendees, 

organised transport and full multilingual interpretation services will be provided. All planning will be 

conducted in close coordination with WOAH to ensure the meeting’s success. 

The President, Dr Alharbi, expressed the Commission’s great pleasure and appreciation for the 

opportunity to visit Bahrain during its 19th Conference. 

4 Selection of the Technical Item I (with questionnaire) to be included in the agenda of the 19th 
Conference of the Regional Commission  

The Regional Commission selected the following technical item I (with questionnaire) to be included in 
the agenda of the 19th Conference of the Regional Commission: 

“Digital transformation in Veterinary Services: use of artificial intelligence, and Modern technologies in 

disease surveillance and control, traceability, livestock production and certification”. 

5 Selection of three strategic topics of global interest to be addressed by WOAH through various 
means (the Scientific and Technical Review, Newsletter, scientific paper, technical item or during 
a specific activity/meeting)  

The Regional Commission selected the following three strategic topics of global interest to be addressed 

by the WOAH through various means: 

1 Harmonisation and effectiveness of biosecurity measures for emerging and reemerging 
transboundary animal diseases; 

2 Climate Change and Its Impact on Animal Disease Dynamics and Veterinary Preparedness; 

3 The Resilience of Veterinary Services during wars and geopolitical emergencies, barriers, and the 
opportunities: highlighting the joint work and flexibility measures in animal health and animal 
welfare in the movement of pet animals between Members. 

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/publications/scientific-and-technical-review/#ui-id-2
https://us17.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=05756bda24f171eb10f4856de&id=7694a173d1
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Dr Fajer Al Salloom emphasised the importance of receiving greater input and engagement from 

Delegates to ensure the topics discussed adequately reflect the priorities and interests of Members and 

of the region as a whole.  

6 Advancing Investment in Animal Health: Middle East Resource Mobilisation Strategy – 
Achievements and Next steps 

Dr Ahmad Al Majali, Regional Representative for the Middle East and Dr Nada Essaway, WOAH 

Resource Mobilisation and Grants Management Officer, presented the Middle East Resource 

Mobilisation Strategy, which aims to promote a more strategic, coordinated and investment-oriented 

approach to supporting animal health in the region. They outlined the strategy’s key objectives and 

expected outputs, including helping Members better understand the added value of investing in WOAH, 

establishing long-term relationships with donors and partners, and developing narratives specifically 

tailored to the Middle East context in order to strengthen regional engagement and investment 

opportunities. 

They also highlighted the regional context and challenges, including increasing vulnerabilities linked to 

transboundary animal diseases, food security, climate pressures and dependency on imports, while 

underlining the economic importance of strengthening animal health systems in the Middle East. 

The presenters emphasised that the current level of regional investment remains insufficient to address 

existing and emerging challenges. In this regard, they noted that no Member in the Middle East currently 

contributes above category 4 in statutory contributions. They further underlined the limited availability of 

voluntary contributions and capacity building programmes tailored to the needs and gaps in the Middle 

East region, stressing the importance of strengthening regional engagement and investment in WOAH’s 

activities and priorities. 

Dr Ahmad Al Majali stressed the importance of high-level advocacy, strategic networking and 

institutional engagement to increase political recognition of animal health as a strategic priority linked to 

trade, food security, public health and economic resilience. He further underlined the need to shift the 

narrative from financing the cost of disease outbreaks towards investing proactively in disease 

prevention, preparedness and resilient Veterinary Services 

Dr Essawy explained that it should not be approached solely as an administrative or funding exercise, 

but rather as a broader political and strategic effort to position animal health more prominently within 

national and regional agendas. She highlighted the importance of developing sound investment-related 

policies and regulations, strengthening impact assessments and identifying barriers that may limit 

investment opportunities in the sector. She also noted that the immediate priority is to transform ongoing 

discussions, programme concepts and initial engagements into long-term partnerships and financial 

commitments. 

The presentation also provided an overview of the operational phases of the strategy and ongoing 

initiatives, including the TRUST Programme and the WOAH - Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) Capacity 

Building Programme, as well as proposals under development related to antimicrobial resistance and 

regional capacity building. 

Dr Essawy highlighted the GCC as a strategic channel for presenting projects to Gulf Members and 

encouraging regional funding engagement. While a broader Capacity-Building programme was placed 

on hold at the end of 2025, a new regional priority has recently emerged concerning safe trade between 

the Horn of Africa and the Gulf region. In response, WOAH initiated the TRUST Programme in 2026, a 

Capacity-Building initiative aimed at strengthening safe trade and food security between East Africa and 

Gulf Members. She noted that several technical consultations had been conducted to develop the 

programme, building on the findings of a feasibility study and ensuring that the proposed actions respond 

concretely to identified gaps and regional needs. 

Dr Essawy concluded by inviting Delegates to support the strategy through strategic networking, 

including identifying key decision-makers among potential donors, advocating politically to secure 

stronger government buy-in, and increasing institutional awareness of WOAH’s added value and role 

across different sectors in order to strengthen the Organisation’s influence and facilitate future 

investments. 
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During the discussions, Dr Fajer highlighted the importance of the upcoming high-level panel on 

investment in animal health during the 93rd General Session, noting that it represents an important 

opportunity to strengthen awareness among decision makers regarding the strategic value of investing 

in animal health and Veterinary Services.  

7 Briefing on the Ambassadors’ dialogue meeting held in Paris 

Mr Pierre Emmanuel Cangah, WOAH Director of Cabinet, briefed participants on the Ambassadors’ 

Dialogue Meeting organised by WOAH Headquarters. He explained that the initiative aimed to position 

animal health as a central component in addressing global challenges and to strengthen lasting cross-

sectoral partnerships and diplomatic engagement with Members. In this context, the meeting sought to 

raise the institutional visibility of WOAH, present the Organisation’s 8th Strategic Plan (2026–2031) and 

the objectives for the 93rd General Session, while encouraging political support for animal health and 

reinforcing its integration into global discussions.  

Mr Cangah highlighted the strong participation in the event, which brought together 108 participants 

representing 73 Embassies, including 31 Ambassadors. He noted that the programme included opening 

remarks by the Director General and a keynote presentation jointly delivered by the Director General 

and the Deputy Directors General. Discussions with Ambassadors focused on the strategic importance 

of animal health, particularly in relation to trade, food security, and the ’One Health‘ approach as well as 

issues related to standards, transparency, and capacity building. 

He further noted that the meeting had been very well received and had contributed to strengthening 

diplomatic relations between WOAH and Members, increasing awareness of the Organisation’s 

strategic directions, and establishing the foundations for a recurring diplomatic dialogue format. In this 

regard, participants agreed on the value of institutionalising the Ambassadors’ meeting as an annual 

event and exploring the organisation of smaller thematic or regional meetings focused on technical and 

institutional topics.  

Dr Fajer Al Salloom encouraged Members to invite their respective Embassies to participate in future 

editions of the Ambassadors' Dialogue meeting, noting the very positive feedback received following the 

previous session. 

Dr Kaltham Ali Kayaf requested clarification regarding the Ministers’ meeting during the 93rd General 

Session, to which Mr Cangah provided additional explanations and indicated that the relevant 

documentation would be shared.  

Finally, Dr Caya informed participants that the Governance Review Committee (GRC) was currently 

discussing issues related to high-level representation within the Organisation, reflecting the increasingly 

cross-sectoral nature of WOAH’s governance and activities, including areas related to One Health, 

economics, and other global challenges. 

8 Formal Recognition of the REMESA 

Dr François Caya, Deputy Director General for Institutional Affairs and Governance, presented an 

overview of the process undertaken to formalise the recognition of the Mediterranean Animal Health 

Network (REMESA), with the objective of establishing a more sustainable and legally sound framework 

to strengthen the network’s institutional basis and enhance its attractiveness to donors and partners. He 

recalled that REMESA had been established in 2009 to strengthen cooperation on the prevention and 

control of transboundary animal diseases and zoonoses in the Mediterranean region and currently 

brings together 15 Members, supported by several technical subnetworks.  

Dr Caya explained that an external legal assessment had been conducted to review the framework 

supporting REMESA activities, including financing arrangements through the WOAH World Fund. The 

assessment concluded that, while the 2012 Cooperation Framework had enabled effective collaboration 

and allowed REMESA to operate successfully in practice, it lacked formal legal value and legal 

recognition by WOAH and FAO. The assessment therefore recommended formalising the recognition 

of REMESA and selecting the most appropriate legal instruments available to both Organisations in 

order to ensure a sustainable and strengthened legal framework.  
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He further informed participants that the matter had been reviewed by the WOAH Council on 3 March 

2026 and by the REMESA Joint Permanent Committee on 29 April 2026. Both governance bodies 

recognised the need to strengthen the legal framework of REMESA and supported its formal recognition 

by WOAH through a Resolution to be presented during the 93rd General Session. The Joint Permanent 

Committee also supported the development of complementary legal arrangements between WOAH and 

FAO, while preserving the current structure and functioning of the network.  

Finally, Dr Caya informed Delegates that the draft Resolution had already been shared with members 

of the REMESA Joint Permanent Committee and would be submitted to the WOAH Council prior to its 

presentation for adoption during the Administrative Session of the 93rd General Session.  

During the discussions, Dr El Essawy referred to the “TRUST” programme, which drawing on the 

experience of REMESA, includes a Task Force dedicated to regular exchanges between the Gulf 

Cooperation Council (GCC) and East Africa regions. Dr Al Salloom supported the points raised by Dr El 

Essawy. 

Dr Caya emphasised the importance for the “TRUST” programme to build on the experience and lessons 

learned from REMESA, and encouraged Delegates from the region to express support for initiatives 

such as REMESA. He also highlighted the potential value of strengthening networks connecting the two 

regions.  

9 WOAH’s 8th Strategic Plan 

Ms Camilla Wuensch, Acting Head of the Performance Management Unit, provided an update on the 

development, content, and next steps of WOAH’s 8th Strategic Plan. She explained that the Plan had 

been developed through an extensive and inclusive consultative process based on co-construction. She 

further informed participants that the Plan had been endorsed by the Council on 3 March 2026 and 

would be submitted for adoption during the General Session in May 2026. 

Ms Wuensch highlighted that Members’ feedback had played a central role in refining the Strategic Plan. 

She noted that more than 300 comments, including over 100 submitted by Members, had been reviewed 

and taken into consideration. Overall, the feedback received had been positive, with particular 

appreciation expressed for the consultative approach adopted throughout the process. She explained 

that revisions had focused on improving cohesion across the document, clarifying the distinction 

between strategic and operational elements, strengthening explanations regarding implementation, 

monitoring and costing, and further emphasising partnerships, collaboration and scientific robustness. 

Regarding the structure of the Plan, Ms Wuensch explained that it was built around a Vision and Mission, 

supported by three Strategic Orientations and four Strategic Enablers. The Strategic Orientations focus 

on strengthening standard-setting, empowering Members to build robust animal health systems, and 

positioning animal health as central to addressing global challenges. The Strategic Enablers focus on 

governance and partnerships, leadership in animal health data, people, and performance and 

accountability. 

In conclusion, Ms Wuensch informed participants that implementation of the Plan would be supported 

through structured roadmaps, monitoring mechanisms and a costing approach. She noted that the Plan 

largely consolidates existing activities while identifying priority initiatives. She further indicated that 

additional funding may be required, alongside the maintenance of current funding levels, supported by 

targeted resource mobilisation efforts and internal reprioritisation. Finally, she outlined the next steps, 

which include the formal adoption, publication and launch of the Plan, as well as the development of 

regional implementation roadmaps. 

Dr Al Salloom sought clarification regarding the implementation of the regional roadmaps under WOAH’s 

8th Strategic Plan, particularly whether the activities of the Regional Offices would incorporate actions 

related to the regional roadmaps. She also requested clarification on the monitoring arrangements for 

the roadmaps, including whether monitoring would take place at regional or national level and whether 

it would be led by Headquarters or the Regional Offices. 

In response, Ms Camilla Wuensch explained that the monitoring framework for the Strategic Plan would 

be implemented at regional level and that both Headquarters and the Regional Offices would support 

the development, implementation and monitoring of the regional roadmaps. She further clarified that no 
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monitoring mechanism at national level was foreseen under this framework and confirmed that the 

workplans and activities of the Regional Offices would incorporate actions related to the regional 

roadmaps. 

Dr Kaltham Ali Kayaf emphasised the importance of exploring more sustainable and structured 

approaches to resource mobilisation, notably through the development of “bankable projects” that could 

attract targeted funding and partnerships, rather than relying solely on direct funding requests from 

Members. In this context, she highlighted the need for WOAH to develop more concrete, targeted 

bilateral projects with individual donor Members or partners, similar to how specific PVS activities are 

funded. 

Ms Camilla Wuensch acknowledged these points and confirmed that the suggestions would be taken 

into consideration in the ongoing reflections regarding implementation support and resource mobilisation 

under the 8th Strategic Plan. 

10 Governance Review Committee (GRC), report and recommendations proposed for adoption by 
the General Assembly 

Dr Elias Ibrahim, Regional Member of the GRC and Delegate of Lebanon, presented the work of the 

Governance Review Committee (GRC) and its recommendations to the World Assembly of Delegates 

(Assembly) at its 93rd General Session (2026). It was explained that the GRC had been established 

under Assembly Resolution No. 12 (2024) to review WOAH’s governance framework and provide 

recommendations to strengthen the Organisation’s governance arrangements. The presentation 

highlighted that the GRC’s work was informed by a comprehensive external review of WOAH’s 

governance and extensive Member engagement, including regional consultations, thereby ensuring an 

inclusive and Member-centred reform process. For the 93rd General Session, the GRC submitted a 

package of seven recommendations aimed at strengthening WOAH’s financial, institutional and regional 

governance. 

Regarding financial governance, the GRC proposed three measures: (i) enhancing transparency of 

Member contributions and arrears through a public dashboard and improved reporting; (ii) launching a 

consultation process on options to transition to an objective, formula-based statutory contribution model; 

and (iii) clarifying and strengthening sanctions for Members in arrears through a more consistent and 

graduated framework. It was highlighted that these reforms were intended to improve financial 

sustainability, predictability, equity and accountability across the Organisation.  

With respect to institutional and regional governance, four recommendations were proposed to 

modernise decision-making and representation in the Assembly and Regional Commissions. These 

included allowing Delegates to authorise delegation members to speak and vote at the General Session, 

updating the functions of the Regional Commissions and Bureaus to strengthen regional input into 

policy, coordination and implementation of WOAH activities, and revising Bureau composition and 

election processes to improve accountability and representation. Further reforms include adjusting the 

Council’s Past President seat to an elected member position to support a more representative 

governance structure and introducing a risk-based framework for approving WOAH’s cooperation 

agreements to improve efficiency while maintaining appropriate oversight.  

It was further explained that the GRC’s work had been planned in two phases: Phase 1 focused on 

identifying governance reforms, while Phase 2 would address the necessary amendments to WOAH’s 

legal framework to implement reforms agreed by the Assembly in Phase 1. Although considerable 

progress had been achieved, it was noted that an extension of Phase 1 until May 2027 would be 

necessary to complete the review process, including further regional consultations. 

Finally, it was highlighted that, under Resolution No. 4, the Assembly was invited to approve the seven 

recommendations and their implementation plans, initiate Member consultations on options to update 

WOAH’s statutory contribution model and take note of the extension of Phase 1 until May 2027. The 

recommendations in draft Resolution No. 4 were intended to support more effective, transparent, and 

sustainable governance of WOAH in the years ahead.  

Dr Fajer Al Salloom requested clarification regarding the proposed replacement of the Past President 

seat within the Council structure. Dr Caya explained that the proposed governance framework aims to 

strengthen the representation of Members and regions within the Council, rather than focusing on the 
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representation of individuals. He clarified that under the proposed approach, the seat currently 

associated with the Past President would be replaced by an elected Council member position aligned 

with the same regional representation, thereby ensuring continuity of regional representation within the 

Council structure. 

Dr Al Salloom also expressed concerns regarding the complexity of the consultation documents and 

highlighted the need for additional opportunities for regional consultation. In response,  

Dr Caya informed participants that a dedicated workshop would be organised during the upcoming 

GRC10 meeting to facilitate further exchanges and clarification on the proposed reforms. He also 

thanked Dr Pipis and Dr Ibrahim for their valuable contributions and continued work as members of the 

GRC. 

11 Announcements from WOAH 

Dr Min-Kyung Park, Head of the Status Department, highlighted a side event entitled “30 Years of Official 

Animal Health Status Recognition” scheduled to take place during at the 93rd General Session, on 

Wednesday 20 May 2026, from 12:45 to 1:45 p.m. 

Dr François Caya, Deputy Director General for Institutional Affairs and Governance, provided an update 

on the status of the WOAH Regional Representation for Africa and informed the Regional Commission 

for the Middle East of the recent decision to close the Organisation’s office in Bamako, Mali, in light of 

the evolving security situation. He explained that this decision had been taken following careful 

consideration of staff safety and security, as well as the operational constraints affecting the organisation 

of activities and missions from Bamako, while ensuring continuity of WOAH’s activities and support to 

Members across the African region during the transition process. He also expressed appreciation for 

the dedication and professionalism demonstrated by the staff of the Regional Representation in 

supporting and advancing WOAH’s work in the African region over the years. 

Ms Nathaly Monsalve, Head of the Regional Coordination Department, drew Delegates’ attention to the 
regional kiosk, which will be available throughout the week of the 93rd General Session, as well as the 
dedicated plenary session on Regional Highlights entitled “Strengthening Veterinary Services 
Worldwide: The role of WOAH Regional Offices in supporting Members”, scheduled for Friday 22 May 
2026. She invited all participants to visit the kiosk and attend the plenary session. 

12 Closing 

The meeting officially ended at 12:55 p.m. CEST.  
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Session 2 (face-to-face)  

The Regional Commission for the Middle East met face-to-face on 18 May 2026, at 10:00 a.m. CEST at the 

CNIT. The meeting was attended by 51 participants, from 10 Members of the Commission and six observers. 

Members of the Commission: Bahrain, Cyprus, Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Oman, Republic of Türkiye, 

Saudi Arabia, Syria, and United Arab Emirates. 

Observers: WOAH Collaborating Centre for Quality Management Systems, 

WOAH Collaborating Centre for Camel Diseases (ADAFSA), Istituto 

Zooprofilattico Sperimentale delle Venezie (Italy), France, Palestinian 

Autonomous Authority and United Kingdom.  

The meeting was chaired by Dr Sanad Alharbi, President of the Regional Commission for the Middle East and 

Delegate of Saudi Arabia. 

1 Adoption of the agenda  

The agenda, described in the Annex, was unanimously adopted. 

2 Summary of the main points discussed and agreed during the virtual meeting 

The President of the Regional Commission summarised the main points discussed during the virtual 

meeting held on 6 May 2026, at 10:00 a.m. CEST, allowing the Regional Commission to confirm the 

main points agreed, namely the technical item proposed for the forthcoming Regional Conference and 

the organisation of the Conference, as well as the strategic topics proposed to be addressed by WOAH 

through various means, among others. 

3 Governance Review Committee (GRC) 

Dr Christodoulos Pipis, Regional Member of the GRC and Delegate of Cyprus, updated the Regional 
Commission on the outcomes of the 10th meeting of the Governance Review Committee (GRC), held 
at WOAH Headquarters in Paris, on 14 and 15 May 2026. 

Ms Josephine Dooley, GRC Secretariat, then presented draft Resolution No. 4 on the GRC’s report and 
recommendations to the 93rd General Session (2026), and highlighted updates made at the 10th GRC 
meeting and subsequently approved by the Council to enhance clarity and facilitate implementation of 
the Resolution.  

4 Updates on the situation of FMD SAT1 emergence in the Middle East: 

Dr Jenny Hutchison, Head of World Animal Health Information Department (WAHID), provided an 
update on the recent emergence and reporting of foot and mouth disease (FMD) SAT1 in the Middle 
East, with a strong emphasis on the role of WAHIS as a platform for official information sharing. Since 
the initial notification in May 2025, several events have been reported by Members in the Region, 
allowing analysis of the evolving situation through the Animal Disease Events Module (ADEM). This 
module provides detailed, near real-time information on outbreak dynamics, complementing six-monthly 
reports, which only become the definitive reference once published. 

Dr Asma Abdi suggested the possibility for WAHIS to send notification reminders to Delegates to 

facilitate timely updates and continuous communication. 

  



 

Final Report of the 93rd General Session – Paris, May 2026 201 

5 Middle East Networks: 

1. Aquatic Middle East Network (AQMENET): Governance bodies, action plan and training activities:  

Dr Fayçal Meziani, Technical expert at the WOAH Regional Representation for the Middle East, 

presented the progress and regional impact of the Aquatic Middle East Network (AQMENET), the 

WOAH regional platform supporting implementation of the Aquatic Animal Health Strategy in the Middle 

East. The presentation highlighted AQMENET’s objectives to strengthen regional coordination, aquatic 

disease preparedness, laboratory collaboration, biosecurity, antimicrobial resistance (AMR) monitoring, 

and capacity building for sustainable aquaculture development.  

Dr Fajer Al Salloom and Dr Nada Essawy requested details regarding the budget and the inclusion of 

other Members of the region in the Network’s roadmap. Dr Meziani explained that while the 2022 -2028 

work plan is already under implementation and includes a budget framework, expanding its membership 

will be considered.  

2. Camels Middle East Network (CAMENET): 

Dr Asma Abdi Mohammed, Biosecurity Affairs Division Director at the Abu Dhabi Agriculture and Food 

Safety Authority (ADAFSA), presented a comprehensive overview of the network's achievements 

alongside its Strategic Goals and Action Plan for 2026. This strategic plan is structured around four 

primary pillars designed to mitigate transboundary threats and advance the camel sector. These core 

areas encompass disease diagnostics and laboratory standards, scientific development and welfare 

enhancement, One Health, public health, and societal impact, as well as risk assessment and 

emergency preparedness. 

Discussions emphasised the importance of the CAMENET including Camel disease notification and 

AMR in its roadmap. Members also inquired about how to join this network.  

Finally, Dr Almajali explained the procedures for applying to become a member of CAMENET.  

6 Animal Health Emergency Management in the Middle East Region 

Dr Keith Hamilton, Senior Programme Manager in the WOAH Emergency Preparedness and Resilience 

Department, highlighted the fundamental concepts and evolving international standards for emergency 

management in Veterinary Services and public health emergency management, with a focus on 

biological threat reduction. He introduced the newly drafted Chapter of the Terrestrial Code, which 

defines emergency management as a continuous, non-linear cycle of organisation and resource 

coordination.  

An interactive Mentimeter poll was conducted throughout the session to gather regional perspectives 

on the main challenges facing Veterinary Services in the Middle East.  

Discussions focused on the principal drivers of veterinary emergencies, the impact of the geopolitical 

and security contexts on operational capacities, and the types of crises emerging from these situations. 

Participants also shared views on how WOAH could best provide targeted support to Members under 

such circumstances. 

7 One Health Joint Plan of Action (JPA) : State of play in the Middle East 
Region, achievements and future perspectives under the Quadripartite collaboration  

Dr Chadia Wannous presented the Joint Plan of Action (JPA) at the global level, while Dr Fayçal Meziani 

highlighted the regional implementation in the Middle East, and Dr Fajer Al Salloom shared the national 

experience and achievements from Bahrain. 

The speakers highlighted that the JPA provides a coordinated framework to strengthen collaboration 

across sectors and levels, from global to regional and national implementation. 
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In the Middle East, significant progress has been achieved through strengthened regional coordination 

under the Quadripartite partnership, including the development of the Regional One Health Coordination 

Mechanism and the Regional One Health Action Plan (2025 - 2027). These initiatives have enhanced 

cross-sectoral collaboration, promoted regional dialogue on zoonoses, AMR, and preparedness, and 

reinforced Member engagement toward more integrated and resilient One Health systems. This multi-

level approach ensures that global commitments are transformed into practical and sustainable regional 

and national actions with tangible impact for Members. 

8 Update on the activities of the Regional and Sub-Regional Representation 

Dr Ahmad Almajali Regional Representative for the Middle East and Dr Tariq Taha, Acting 

Representative for the Sub-Regional Representation for the Arabian Gulf, gave a joint presentation on 

the activities and priorities for the year 2025 as well as the strategic priorities for 2026. The presentation’s 

central message was that stronger regional cooperation is essential to improve animal health systems, 

manage cross-border disease threats, and support more resilient Veterinary Services. Priority areas 

presented included strengthening regional governance, controlling transboundary animal diseases such 

as FMD and Peste des Petits Ruminants (PPR), improving surveillance and disease reporting capacity, 

advancing One Health implementation, supporting aquatic animal health and aquaculture, promoting 

animal welfare and safe animal movement, and expanding technical knowledge-sharing through 

webinars and specialised meetings. 

9 Information on the future procedure for the election of Members of Specialist Commissions 

Dr Montserrat Arroyo, WOAH Deputy Director General for Standard Setting and Implementation 

provided an overview of the selection process for WOAH Specialist Commissions for the  

2027 - 2030 term. Dr Arroyo described the planned stages from preparation of documentation and 

launch of an open call for experts on 6 July 2026, through screening of applications after closure of the 

call on 11 September 2026 and evaluation of eligible candidates by a Nomination Evaluation Committee, 

comprising external evaluators, a Council representative and WOAH staff.  

Suitable candidates will be put forward to the WOAH Director General, followed by endorsement by the 

WOAH Council, and election of Commission members by the World Assembly of Delegates at the 94th 

General Session in May 2027. 

10 Closing 

The meeting officially ended at 12:45 p.m. CEST.  

 

 

 

 

  



 

Final Report of the 93rd General Session – Paris, May 2026 203 

 

MEETING OF THE 
REGIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE MIDDLE EAST 

Session 1 (virtual) 

6 May 2026 

(10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. CEST) 

________ 

Agenda 

9:45 a.m.– 10:05 a.m.   Zoom check-in and connecting  

10:05 a.m.– 10:10 a.m.   Adoption of the agenda (Dr Sanad Alharbi, President of the Regional 

Commission for the Middle East and Delegate of Saudi Arabia)  

10:10 a.m. – 10:25 a.m.  Outcomes of the 18th Conference of the Regional Commission, held in 

November 2025, in Larnaca, Cyprus, (Dr Sanad Alharbi) 

10:25 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. Confirmation of the dates and venue of the 19th Conference of the Regional 

Commission for the Middle East to be held in November 2027 (Dr Fajer 

Al Salloom, Vice President of the Council and Delegate of Bahrain) 

10:30 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. Selection of the Technical Item I (with questionnaire) to be included in the 

agenda of the 19th Conference of the Regional Commission for the Middle 

East (Dr Samah Al Sharif, Vice-President of the Regional Commission and 

Delegate of Oman) 

10:45 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.  Selection of strategic topics of global interest to be addressed by WOAH 

through various means (the Scientific and Technical Review, Newsletter, 

scientific paper, technical item or during a specific activity/meeting) (Dr Elias 

Ibrahim, Secretary General of the Regional Commission for the Middle East 

and Delegate of Lebanon) 

11:00 a.m. – 11:15 a.m. Advancing Investment in Animal Health: Middle East Resource Mobilisation 

Strategy – Achievements and Next Steps (Dr Ahmad Al Majali, Regional 

Representative for the Middle East and Nada Essawy, Resource Mobilisation 

and Grants Management Officer) 

11:15 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.  Briefing on the Ambassadors' dialogue meeting held in Paris (Mr Pierre 

Emmanuel Cangah, WOAH Director of Cabinet) 

11:30 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.   Formal Recognition of the REMESA (Dr François Caya, Deputy Director 

General for Institutional Affairs and Governance)  

11:45 a.m.- 12:15 p.m.   WOAH’s 8th Strategic Plan (Ms Camilla Wuensch, Acting Head of the 

Performance Management Unit)  

12:15 a.m.-12:55 p.m.  Governance Review Committee (GRC), report and recommendations 

proposed for adoption by the General Assembly (Dr Elias Ibrahim, 

regional member of the GRC and Delegate of Lebanon) 

12:55 P.m.  1:00 p.m.  Announcements from WOAH 

1:00 p.m.   Closing (Dr Sanad Alharbi)  

  

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/publications/scientific-and-technical-review/#ui-id-2
https://us17.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=05756bda24f171eb10f4856de&id=7694a173d1
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Session 2 (face-to-face) 

Monday, 18 May 2026  

10:00 AM-12:30 PM (CEST), CNIT Forest, Paris, France  

Room : Dragonnier 5  

_________ 

Agenda 

10:00 a.m. – 10:05 a.m. Opening and Welcome  

10:05 a.m. – 10:10 a.m. Adoption of the Agenda (Dr Sanad Alharbi, President of the Regional 

Commission for the Middle East and Delegate of Saudi Arabia) 

10:10 a.m. – 10:25 a.m. Summary of the main points discussed and agreed during the virtual meeting 

(Dr Sanad Alharbi) 

10:25 a.m. – 10:50 a.m. Governance Review Committee (GRC):  

a. Outcomes of the 10th meeting of the GRC (14-15 May 2026) (5 mins)  

b. GRC Resolution at the 93rd General Session (2026) (Draft Resolution 

No. 4) (20 mins)  

   (Dr Christodoulos Pipis, Vice President of the Regional Commission, regional 

member of the GRC and Delegate of Cyprus and GRC Secretariat)  

10:50 a.m. – 11:10 a.m. Updates on the situation of FMD SAT1 occurrence in the Middle East  

(Dr Jenny Hutchison, Head of World Animal Health Information Department 

[WAHID]). 

11:10 a.m. – 11:25 a.m. Middle East Networks:  

1. Aquatic Middle East Network (AQMENET): Governance bodies and 
action and training plans (Dr Faycal Meziani, Technical Expert, RRME-Dr 
Giorgia Angeloni, Research and International Cooperation Office, Istituto 
Zooprofilattico Sper. le delle Venezie)  

2. Camels Middle East Network (CAMENET) Dr Asma Abdi Mohammed 
Shah, Biosecurity Affairs Division Director, ADAFSA)  

11.25 a.m. – 11:45 a.m. Animal Health Emergency Management in the Middle East Region (Dr Keith 

Hamilton, Senior Programme Manager, Emergency Preparedness and 

Resilience Department) 

11:45 a.m. – 12:05 a.m. One Health Joint Plan of Action (JPA): State of play in the Middle East Region, 

achievements and future perspectives under the Quadripartite collaboration 

(Dr Fajer Al Salloom, Vice President of the Council, Delegate of Bahrain, Dr 

Chadia Wannous, One Health Senior Specialist and Global Coordinator and 

Dr Faycal Meziani, Technical Expert, RRME) 

12:05 p.m. – 12:20 p.m. Update on the activities of the Regional and Subregional Representation (Dr 

Ahmad Al Majali, Regional Representative for the Middle East and Dr Tariq 

Taha, Acting Subregional Representative for the Arabian Gulf) 

12:20 p.m. – 12:30 p.m. Information on the future procedure for the election of Members of Specialist 

Commissions (Dr Montserrat Arroyo, Deputy Director General – Standard 

Setting and Implementation) 

12:30 p.m.  Closing (Dr Sanad Alharbi) 

 


