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PREVENT Forum: Action starts now

Background

A side event entitled PREVENT Forum: Action starts now was held during the 93rd WOAH General
Session on 19 May 2026 in Paris during which the PREVENT Forum was formally launched (press
release). PREVENT Forum is a WOAH-led public-private partnership aiming to move towards more
proactive disease prevention by 2030. Responding to a resolution adopted by all WOAH Members in
2025, it will seek to address barriers to animal vaccination: Planning, Regulatory pathways,
Economic evidence, Vaccine access, Equity, National strategies, and Trade.

The side event provided the opportunity to introduce this dialogue mechanism to WOAH Members
and stakeholders - what it is, why it matters, and what to expect from it in Year 1 and beyond - and
answer initial questions. A brochure, containing details about how interested participants can
engage to help set the Forum’s direction and the commitments it works towards, was handed out.

Speakers

e Dr Emmanuelle Soubeyran, Director General, WOAH - Opening remarks setting the stage of
the importance of vaccination and WOAH’s commitment to the PREVENT Forum.

e Dr Javier Yugueros-Marcos, WOAH - Detailed overview of the PREVENT Forum: structure,
priorities, how to get involved, and what to expectin Year 1.

e Careldu Marchie Sarvaas, Executive Director, HealthforAnimals - Private sector perspective
on the challenges PREVENT Forum can help solve and the industry’s role in advancing
vaccination.

e Phil Hadley, International Meat Secretariat - Value chain perspective on current major
barriers to adoption of vaccines.

e Dr Hernan Oliver Daza Gutierrez, Servicio Nacional de Sanidad Agropecuaria E Inocuidad
Alimentaria, Bolivia - Bolivia’s perspective on barriers to vaccination and expectations for
how the Forum can support national/regional efforts.

e Dr. Robert Alan Huddleston, United States Department of Agriculture, Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service — The USA’s perspective on barriers to vaccination and
expectations for how the Forum can support national/regional efforts.

e Dr. Botlhe Michael Modisane, Department of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural
Development, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, South Africa -South Africa’s
perspective on barriers to vaccination and expectations for how the Forum can support
national/regional efforts.
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