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AD HOC GROUP ON THE REVISION OF CHAPTER 14.7.  

‘INFECTION WITH PESTE DES PETITS RUMINANTS VIRUS’ 

TERMS OF REFERENCE 

Paris, 6 to 8 July 2026 

Purpose   

The purpose of the ad hoc Group is to work on the ongoing revision of Chapter 14.7. ‘Infection with peste des petits 
ruminants virus’ of the Terrestrial Animal Health Code (Terrestrial Code), by addressing the comments received from 
Members on the revised draft chapter and considering inputs from the Terrestrial Animal Health Standards Commission 
(Code Commission), the Scientific Commission for Animal Diseases (Scientific Commission), previous PPR ad hoc groups 
(2024 and 2025) and the Working Group on Wildlife. 

Background  

At its September 2024 meeting, the Code Commission considered a new draft article for Chapter 14.7. ‘Infection with peste 
des petits ruminants virus’ for the importation of susceptible animals from an infected country or zone for direct slaughter 
proposed by the Scientific Commission. The Code Commission discussed that in addition to this proposal, there was a 
need to review Articles 14.7.19. and 14.7.25., which included references to articles of Chapter 8.8. ‘Infection with foot-and-
mouth disease virus’, and to resolve inconsistencies following the recent adoption of a revised Chapter 8.8. The Code 
Commission requested the PPR ad hoc Group to address these issues at its November 2024 meeting. 

In subsequent meetings, the Code Commission agreed to undertake a more comprehensive revision of Chapter 14.7., 
including a review of scientific evidence regarding susceptible animals and animal hosts, updates to sanitary measures for 
fresh meat and meat products, revision of surveillance articles, and elaboration of best practices for the use of vaccination. 
In addition, the chapter was updated for alignment with the framework as well as consistency with recently revised chapters 
for diseases for which WOAH grants official status. The Code Commission also considered the proposed revisions 
recommended by the Scientific Commission and the November 2024 report of the ad hoc Group on PPR. The Commission 
circulated a revised chapter for comment to obtain additional feedback from Members on proposed changes, while experts’ 
opinion was sought in parallel on the above-mentioned issues.  

The Code Commission and the Scientific Commission reviewed the Member comments on the draft chapter, together with 
the November 2025 report of the ad hoc Group on PPR and the opinion of Working Group on Wildlife. The Commissions 
noted that, while experts had provided some draft revisions to Chapter 14.7. as requested, work on surveillance articles 
had not been completed. The Commissions further considered that a number of Member comments required expert opinion 
and agreed that a dedicated ad hoc Group be convened to address most of these comments and continue the broader 
revision of Chapter 14.7. 

Scope of work 

The ad hoc Group is requested to review and provide recommendations on the comments identified by the Commissions 
and propose draft amendments to Chapter 14.7., structured under the following thematic areas: 

1. PPR susceptible species and animal hosts  

a. Role of wild animals and unusual hosts, such as suids, in the epidemiology of infection with PPR virus  

b. Recommendations on which species should be considered susceptible species and which animal hosts 
should be included in the scope of the chapter under various provisions (notification, status recognition, 
trade, surveillance) 

2. Vaccination against PPR 

a. Impact of importing vaccinated animals into a PPR free country or zone and recommendations on 
provisions to enable surveillance for demonstration of free status considering the presence of vaccinated 
subpopulations  

b. Possibility of including an option for a PPR free status with vaccination under the official recognition 
procedure including additional recommendations for demonstrating and maintaining the free status (ref 
provisions on FMD-free status with and without vaccination as an example) 

c. Requirements for recovery of a suspended free status using vaccination  
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3. Provisions for imports of certain commodities including wild ruminants, genetic material, milk and milk products, 
etc. 

4. Surveillance Articles 14.7.27. to 14.7.33.  

5. Article.14.7.34 WOAH endorsed official control programme for PPR  

Expectations  

Ad hoc Group members should:  

▪ be familiar with the Terrestrial Code, and especially Chapter 14.7. and the Glossary definitions, and the 
Framework for Terrestrial Code standards;  

▪ have read all working documents provided by the WOAH Secretariat;  

▪ contribute to discussions, and;  

▪ contribute to drafting text for the report and, if needed, the revised articles.  

Ad hoc Group members should:  

▪ sign the WOAH Undertaking on Confidentiality;  

▪ complete the WOAH Declaration of Interest form, and;  

▪ read and acknowledge the WOAH personal data management policy.  

Deliverables  

1. a report presenting the responses to the main thematic issues and proposed approach for the revised articles, 
including the rationale for decisions and proposed texts, and supporting references when relevant.  

2. the draft revised articles to be included in Chapter 14.7., as necessary.  

Reporting / timeline   

The above aspects will be discussed during the meeting. After the meeting, the ad hoc Group should finalise the relevant 
deliverables within two weeks after the completion of the meeting.  


