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Code of Conduct for WildEpi 

Membership 

Eligible contributors 

Membership is restricted to verified professionals affiliated with recognised organisations, including but 
not restricted to: 

• National Veterinary Authorities 
• Wildlife and protected areas authorities 
• Public health agencies 
• Laboratories  
• Academic institutions 
• Conservation, wildlife and environmental organisations 
• Captive breeding, rehabilitation centres, wildlife zoos or parks 
• Hunting associations 
• Any other stakeholder susceptible to collect or owning wildlife health data 

 
The system is not accessible to the general public 

Admission Process 

Contributors can be accepted through different paths: 

• WOAH Members (Delegates and Focal points) belong to the community of users by default 
• WOAH reference centres and partners with MoU belong to the community of users by default 
• Delegates can nominate and enrol contributors belonging to the above list for their countries 
• WOAH can bring to the attention of Delegates potential national contributors that can be added 

as contributors following the process explained below 
• WOAH can invite global or regional contributors, including WOAH experts 

 
Contributors can be added to the system by Delegates or by WOAH by filling out the dedicated form in the 
user management tool.  

Roles and Responsibilities of Users 

Roles 

- Delegates can: enrol new contributors for their country, validate drafts produced by their focal 

points, publish or edit reports or draft reports for their own countries, consult and download all 

data shared by other contributors  

- Focal points can: publish reports, edit or draft reports for their own countries, consult and 

download all data shared by other contributors  
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- Other national, regional or global stakeholders can: publish reports, edit or draft their reports for 

their own countries, consult and download all data shared by other contributors  

- Reference centres and global or regional partners can: publish, edit or draft reports for any 

country they work with, consult and download all data shared by other contributors  

- WOAH can: support contributors who have issues to publish their information, consult and 

download all data shared by other contributors, and manage the community of users 

Users agree to: 

Respect data use agreed in the current document:  
 

1. Submit accurate and good-faith reports, and ensure data completeness if possible 
2. Respect confidentiality and data ownership as described in this document 
3. Use shared data exclusively for professional and scientific purposes 
4. Refrain from redistributing identifiable data without permission from data owners and without 

informing WOAH 
5. Avoid political misuse of data 
6. Respect conservation-sensitive information 
7. Promote responsible communication of sanitary risk 
 

 
Users remain responsible for compliance with national legislation and institutional policies. Membership 
may be suspended or revoked for violations of these Terms. 
 

WOAH agrees to: 

• Ensure system functionality and security, and deploy a contingency plan in case of a security 
default 

• Ensure that all users have access to the system with the user rights levels described in this 
document 

• Ensure the best interest of data provider 

• Convene support for rapid risk assessment at the request of WOAH Delegates or WOAH DG, and 
explore situations of concern 

• Provide regular data analysis and contextualisation 

Suspension and Removal 

Membership may be suspended for: 
 

• Data misuse 
• Data reuse without authorisation from the data owner or information of WOAH 
• Breach of confidentiality 
• Submission of knowingly false information 
• Repeated non-compliance with Community charter 
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Conflict Resolution & Appeals 

Disputes regarding: 
 

• Data ownership 
• Data interpretation 
• Alleged misuse 
• Membership decisions 
 

Shall be reviewed by the steering committee of WildEpi after signalling of the technical advisory group or 
secretariat. 
 
Appeals may be submitted to WOAH, and WOAH can make decision to suspend a member after a warning 
if the conditions described in this community charter are not respected. The decision is taken by the 
steering committee under advice of the technical advisory group.  
 

 


