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Self-declaration of a zone (Northern Ireland) free from infection with high 
pathogenicity avian influenza viruses (HPAI) in poultry by the United Kingdom 

Declaration sent to World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH) on 27 April 2026 by Professor Christine 
Middlemiss, WOAH Delegate for the United Kingdom (UK) and UK Chief Veterinary Officer, Department for 
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs. 

I. Introduction 

The objective of this self-declaration is to self-declare recovery of zonal disease freedom status from high pathogenicity 
avian influenza (HPAI) viruses in poultry in accordance with the provisions of Article 10.4.6 of the Terrestrial Animal Health 
Code (Terrestrial Code). 

This self-declaration covers only Northern Ireland (NI), a zone of the United Kingdom (UK), and relates to a single 
outbreak of HPAI subtype H5N1 in poultry confirmed in NI in March-April 2026, followed by the completion of all 
required control, surveillance and waiting-period measures. 

The outbreak occurred in a pheasant breeder flock, with a small mixed backyard flock. The last remaining Surveillance 
Zone (SZ) in NI was lifted on 07 April 2026.  

The starting date for self-declaration is 08 April 2026. The statement of the Delegate responsible for this self-declaration 
can be found in Annex 1. 

II. High pathogenicity avian influenza situation in Northern Ireland 

The Chief Veterinary Officer for the United Kingdom previously submitted a disease freedom from HPAI viruses in poultry 
self-declaration of a zone (Northern Ireland) to WOAH on 26 January 2026 in accordance with the provisions of Article 
10.4.3 of the Terrestrial Code. The self-declared disease freedom was maintained until 11 March 2026, when a new 
outbreak of HPAI subtype H5N1 was confirmed in a pheasant breeder flock, with a small mixed backyard flock, 
necessitating the reapplication of control measures described in this document. 

In total, one outbreak of HPAI subtype H5N1 was confirmed in poultry in NI during March-April 2026. More details about 
this outbreak can be found in Annex 2. 
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While HPAI H5N1 was detected in wild birds in NI during previous season (last quarter of 2025), no epidemiological link 
was identified between wild bird findings and the poultry outbreak described in this self-declaration, and no onward 
transmission to poultry was detected. 

Avian Influenza is a notifiable disease in the UK in accordance with national legislation1. Vaccination for avian influenza 
is not permitted for poultry in NI. It is however permitted in zoo birds in compliance with The Avian Influenza and 
Influenza of Avian Origin in Mammals Regulations (Northern Ireland) Order 2007. To date, no zoo birds have been 
vaccinated. 

NI implemented a rapid and effective stamping out disease control programme to eradicate the disease and control the 
outbreak, by following The Avian Influenza and Influenza of Avian Origin in Mammals Regulations (Northern Ireland) 
Order 2007 and its Notifiable Epizootic Avian Disease Control Strategy. All control measures and inspections were carried 
out promptly by the Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs (DAERA), which is the government 
veterinary service in NI. The Notifiable Epizootic Avian Disease Control Strategy is consistent with the Terrestrial Code. In 
addition as a result of the Windsor Framework, NI as a zone of the UK is required to align with the requirements of 
Regulation (EU) 2016/429 and Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2020/687. 

Veterinary Services in NI are delivered by the Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs (DAERA), which 
is responsible for the prevention, surveillance and control of notifiable animal diseases, including high pathogenicity 
avian influenza (HPAI). DAERA coordinates outbreak investigations and disease control measures in close collaboration 
with official laboratories in NI and the UK and EU National Reference. 

III. Controlling the spread of HPAI and eradication strategy 

HPAI is a disease subject to immediate notification (24 hours after confirmation of any primary outbreak in an EU 
Member State including NI) to the European Commission in accordance with Article 3 of Commission Implementing 
Regulation (EU) 2020/2002. 

HPAI is listed as a ‘category A disease’ under Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2018/1882. Category A disease 
means a listed disease that does not normally occur in the European Union (EU) (including NI) and for which immediate 
eradication measures must be taken as soon as it is detected, as referred to in Article 9(1)(a) of Regulation (EU) 2016/429. 

The outbreak of HPAI in poultry in NI during March-April 2026 was promptly reported to the World Organisation for 
Animal Health (WOAH) via the World Animal Health Information System (WAHIS) and to the EU via the EU Animal Diseases 
Information System (ADIS). The outbreak was confirmed by real-time polymerase chain reaction (RT-PCR) followed by 
sequencing at the WOAH and UK National Reference Laboratory (NRL), Animal and Plant Health Agency (APHA) 
Weybridge and EU Reference Laboratory, Legnaro, Italy (IZSVe). A summary of the outbreak confirmed in NI can been 
seen in Annex 2. 

The outbreak of HPAI subtype H5N1 in poultry was confirmed as Eurasian lineage genotypes by genetic sequencing. 

Occurrence of outbreaks of HPAI in poultry 

One outbreak of HPAI subtype H5N1 was confirmed in a pheasant breeder flock, with a small mixed backyard flock on 
the 11/03/2026. 

A rapid effective stamping out policy was implemented at the infected premises in accordance with the Terrestrial Code. 
Measures at the infected premises included humane culling of all birds and the disposal of 1019 bird carcasses in a bio- 
secure manner via rendering. Cleansing and disinfection (C&D) of the infected premises, equipment, vehicles, and 
anything that could spread the virus within and outside of the infected premises was also undertaken to destroy avian 
influenza virus.  The HPAI outbreak in poultry (IP5B, AI/02/2026 see Annex 2) was officially confirmed by the UK NRL, 
Weybridge on 11 March 2026. 

 
1 National legislation: The Avian Influenza and Influenza of Avian Origin in Mammals Regulations (Northern Ireland) Order 2007 
 The Avian Influenza and Influenza of Avian Origin in Mammals Regulations (Scotland) Order 2006 
 The Avian Influenza and Influenza of Avian Origin in Mammals (Wales) (No.2) Order 2006 
 The Avian Influenza and Influenza of Avian Origin in Mammals (England) (No.2) Order 2006 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/nisr/2007/68/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/nisr/2007/68/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/nisr/2007/68/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/nisr/2007/68/contents/made
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/notifiable-epizootic-avian-disease-control-strategy
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32016R0429
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32020R0687
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32020R2002&qid=1743686780547
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32020R2002&qid=1743686780547
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32018R1882&qid=1743686954114
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32016R0429
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/nisr/2007/68/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2006/336
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2006/2927
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2006/2702
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All birds were humanely culled at the suspect stage on 06 March 2026 following receipt of preliminary positive RT-PCR 
results from the Agri-Food and Biosciences Institute (AFBI) Official Laboratory. This decision was taken by the Chief 
Veterinary Officer in accordance with national contingency procedures to minimize the risk of virus spread. Official 
confirmation of HPAI by the UK National Reference Laboratory (APHA Weybridge) was obtained on 11 March 2026, at 
which point the premises was formally designated as an infected premises. Disposal of bird carcasses was completed on 
6 March 2026. Preliminary (initial) C&D in accordance with national and EU legislation was completed on the premises 
on 7 March 2026 and was effective from 8 March 2026. 

A protection zone (PZ) of 3km radius and a surveillance zone (SZ) of 10km radius were established around the infected 
premises following confirmation of HPAI. Measures in disease control zones (PZ &SZ) included movement restrictions of 
poultry, poultry products including hatching eggs, other captive birds, and other things likely to transmit disease to, from 
and within the zone. Personnel and vehicles entering or leaving poultry premises in the disease control zones were 
required to observe appropriate biosecurity measures aimed at preventing the spread of AI virus in accordance with The 
Avian Influenza and Influenza of Avian Origin in Mammals Regulations (Northern Ireland) Order 2007 and the Notifiable 
Epizootic Avian Disease Control Strategy. 

A map showing the disease control zones established around HPAI-infected premises in NI during March-April 2026 is 
included at Annex 3. 

A census of all poultry premises in the PZ and SZ was undertaken. DAERA carried out additional awareness raising with 
all poultry and other captive bird keepers in the zones, including writing to them to outline the restrictions in place and 
provide biosecurity advice. All poultry premises in the PZs were visited by official veterinarians to carry out a veterinary 
clinical inspection and undertake sampling if the flock contained non-indicator species, i.e. species that do not typically 
show clinical signs of avian influenza, e.g. Anseriforms. If non-indicator species are present, sampling would be 
undertaken to the level of 60 cloacal swabs, 60 oropharyngeal swabs, and 60 blood samples per flock. There were no 
flocks identified with non-indicator species which required sampling, as per table below. 

All poultry premises in the PZ received a clinical visit to inquire about bird health. No evidence of HPAI virus was 
identified. All registered poultry and other captive bird (non-poultry) premises in the SZ were contacted via phone to 
check the health status of the birds, raise awareness and ensure prompt reporting of suspected cases. Taking account of 
the disease profile of the infected premises (IP) and the type of establishment, a sample of premises in the SZ were 
visited by official veterinarians who carried out a clinical investigation and flocks containing non-indicator species were 
sampled and tested. 

Any premises which reported clinical suspicion were immediately followed up by an official veterinarian visit and where 
disease could not be ruled out, samples were taken and tested. As a result of the surveillance in the disease control 
zones around the infected premises, no further cases of avian influenza were detected in poultry or other captive birds 
(non-poultry) in NI. 

Surveillance in disease control zones established around infected premises 

The number of and type of visits including number of flocks sampled is detailed in Table 1 

Table 1: Results of NI surveillance in all disease control zones (PZ and SZ) 

NI outbreak ref. Clinical 
Visits 

Remote 
Visits 

Clinical Visits 
resulting from 
tracings 

Remote Visits resulting 
from tracings 

Flocks Sampled 

AI/02/2026 4 45 0 3 0 

A detailed epidemiological investigation was carried out following the confirmation of each case to identify the potential 
source and spread. No further outbreaks were identified through epidemiological investigations. 

Additional sampling was undertaken as part of pre-movement testing prior to export and before the premises concerned 
became infected premises (IPs). These samples were negative and are not associated with the confirmed outbreak listed 
above. 

A range of additional measures were put in place during the period of heightened risk of incursion of avian influenza 
from wild birds in NI, to protect poultry and stop the spread of the virus. Enhanced mandatory biosecurity measures 
were implemented in NI on 01 November 2025, by declaring an Avian Influenza Prevention Zone (AIPZ). To strengthen 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/nisr/2007/68/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/nisr/2007/68/contents/made
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/notifiable-epizootic-avian-disease-control-strategy
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/notifiable-epizootic-avian-disease-control-strategy
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preventative actions and following a risk assessment, a housing order including a ban on gatherings was introduced on 
06 November 2025 requiring all poultry and other captive birds (non-poultry) to be housed or confined in a manner 
which prevented access to wild birds. At present these measures are still in force across NI. 

The strategy for lifting the disease control zones (PZ & SZ) has been put in place in accordance with European Union 
regulations (articles 39 and 55 of Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2020/687). 

By 07 April 2026, all the disease control zones regulated under European Union regulations in NI have been lifted.  

IV. Surveillance and early warning system 

Poultry demographic data is produced using The NI database NIFAIS/APHIS. Details of populations and production types 
can be seen in Table 2: 

Table 2. Target poultry production categories – 01 January 2025 

 Number of premises in Northern Ireland 

Laying hens 
248 

Free range laying hens 

Chicken breeders 120 

Turkey breeders 
7 

Fattening turkey 

Duck breeders 
14 

Fattening ducks 

Geese breeders 
2 

Fattening geese 

Farmed game birds (gallinaceous) 
14 

Farmed waterfowl 

Ratites Unknown 

Broilers 381 

Backyard flocks 10,660 

NI has an effective surveillance programme to rapidly detect early incursion of disease and to demonstrate freedom 
from HPAI in poultry. The programme includes both passive surveillance in poultry and wild birds and active surveillance 
in poultry in accordance with Chapter 1.4. and Articles 10.4.26. to 10.4.30. of the Terrestrial Code as follows: 

Passive surveillance in poultry 

Obligation to report a clinical suspicion of avian influenza 

Avian influenza is a notifiable disease in the UK, including NI. The reporting of suspicion of avian influenza by poultry 
keepers / owners and private veterinarians is a legal requirement in NI. All suspect cases in NI are investigated promptly 
by DAERA, and where disease cannot be ruled out, samples are sent to AFBI for laboratory testing. These samples include 
five bird carcasses, 20 oropharyngeal and 20 cloacal swabs and blood for serology (in case of non-indicator species) per 
epi unit. PCR testing is carried out for virus detection and serology testing for antibodies. Details of the passive 
surveillance conducted in NI from January 2023 to April 2026 are included in the table at Annex 4. 

AFBI currently only performs the Haemagglutination Inhibition (HI) test for the detection of antibodies to Avian Influenza 
(AI) H5 and H7 in chickens and Anseriformes. 

AFBI’s primary antigens are H5N3, H7N7 and H5N8 and in the event of a non-negative result they have secondary 
antigens which are H5N1, H5N5 and H7N1. 

This is performed for the following: 

• Poultry Health Survey (Active surveillance to demonstrate disease freedom that covers UK and EU 
requirements) 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32020R0687


5 

• Suspect testing- Laboratory response to epizootic suspect cases (subtype can be advised by DAERA/APHA 
depending on circulating virus) 

• Restocking 

Awareness programme 

DAERA continues to monitor for incursions of avian influenza and regularly engages with poultry industry stakeholders 
to raise awareness of the disease situation globally, including the need to always practice strict biosecurity measures 
and report suspicion of notifiable avian diseases. During higher-risk periods in particular, DAERA hosts frequent meetings 
with stakeholders to continue to raise awareness of the importance of biosecurity. Press notices, social media platforms, 
text alert service, email circulars and posters are used regularly to raise awareness to the poultry industry and to the 
general public on the disease situation, the need for all bird keepers or owners to practice strict biosecurity and protect 
the health of their birds. Examples are available on the DAERA website. 

Detailed biosecurity guidance has also been produced for poultry keepers / owners to implement, in order to reduce the 
risk of direct and indirect introduction of avian influenza virus into poultry premises from wild birds and other sources of 
contamination. This biosecurity guidance is reviewed regularly and is available on the DAERA website. 

Training for DAERA staff 

DAERA provides comprehensive training to veterinary service staff on avian influenza preparedness and responding to 
outbreak situations. This training includes desktop training exercises, Contingency Planning for Epizootic Diseases (CPED) 
training days and online virtual training sessions. The training is designed to ensure that staff are well-equipped to handle 
avian influenza outbreaks effectively and efficiently. 

Additionally, several veterinary staff have completed the Avian Influenza Preparedness course offered by the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations. This course provides in-depth knowledge on avian influenza, including 
its epidemiology, prevention, and control measures. 

Active surveillance programme in poultry 

Active serological surveillance of avian influenza viruses in domestic poultry is carried out annually in NI, as required by 
The Avian Influenza and Influenza of Avian Origin in Mammals Regulations (Northern Ireland) Order 2007. The 
programme is risk-based and targeted and is consistent with the sampling guidelines laid down in Commission Delegated 

 Regulation (EU) 2020/689. Serum samples are taken from a number of birds on each premises (selected following a risk- 
based approach) and screened for the presence of antibodies to AI viruses of subtypes H5 and H7. 

For each poultry production category (listed in Table 2), except those of ducks, geese and mallards, the sample size 
should detect a prevalence of at least 5 %, with 95 % confidence, up to a maximum of 60 premises within a category. 

The sample size for duck, goose and mallard should be sufficient to detect least one infected holding where the 
prevalence is at least 5 %, with a 99 % confidence level. 

The numbers of birds to be sampled should be able to detect a prevalence of at least 30% with 95% confidence. For 
poultry premises, this means sampling a minimum of 10 birds per premise. Where there are multiple sheds, at least 5 
samples should be taken per shed. For ducks, geese and mallards, 20 samples should be taken per premise. 

To ensure geographical representation, laying hens and chicken breeding premises should be selected in each Divisional 
Veterinary Office. Within the DVO, should be prioritised for sampling premises that are/have: 

• close to rivers, loughs and the coast and other bodies of water 

• in areas that have a high density of migratory birds 

• in high poultry density areas 

• low biosecurity  

• multiple species 

• multiple production categories 

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/topics/avian-influenza-ai
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/clinical-signs-biosecurity-checklist-and-guidance
https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/14e8447c-88ab-43c5-90bc-b8e489e1bf86/content#%3A~%3Atext%3DThe%20Food%20and%20Agriculture%20Organization%20of%20the%20United%2Conline%20training%20course%20on%20avian%20influenza%20%28AI%29%20preparedness
https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/14e8447c-88ab-43c5-90bc-b8e489e1bf86/content#%3A~%3Atext%3DThe%20Food%20and%20Agriculture%20Organization%20of%20the%20United%2Conline%20training%20course%20on%20avian%20influenza%20%28AI%29%20preparedness
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/nisr/2007/68/contents/made
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32020R0689&qid=1743754095810
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32020R0689&qid=1743754095810
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Sampling is stratified throughout NI so that it is representative of the whole of the zone. NI contributes to the UK annual 
poultry survey sampling approximately 20 flocks per annum, however following the outbreaks in 2021 and 2022 
additional flocks were sampled to provide further assurance that the zone of NI was free from HPAI. A full epidemiological 
investigation, together with PCR testing is used in the case of a non-negative serological result to confirm whether the 
relevant flock is infected by an avian influenza virus. Serum samples are tested at an Official Laboratory, AFBI, with any 
positive findings sent to APHA, Weybridge and the WOAH/FAO and EU Reference Laboratory, Legnaro, Italy (IZSVe) for 
confirmatory testing. The results of AI surveillance in poultry undertaken in 2023, 2024 and 2025 across NI are detailed 
Tables 3, 4, and 5 below. The surveillance for 2026 had not started at the time of writing this report. 

 Table 3: Results of NI surveillance programme for avian influenza in poultry in 2023 

Poultry category sampled Flocks Number of 
samples 

Number of seropositive 
for H5 

Number of seropositive 
for H7 

Fowl (Breeders) 17 170 0 0 

Fowl (Layers) 33 345 0 0 

Fowl (Broilers) 4 80 0 0 

Pheasants 4 46 0 0 

Turkey (Fatteners) 6 105 0 0 

Ducks 6 243 0 0 

Geese 1 40 0 0 

Other 2 40 0 0 

 Table 4: Results of NI surveillance programme for avian influenza in poultry in 2024 

Poultry category sampled Flocks Number of 
samples 

Number of seropositive 
for H5 

Number of seropositive 
for H7 

Fowl (Breeders) 15 174 0 0 

Fowl (Layers) 47 533 0 0 

Fowl (Broiler)/other 6 82 0 0 

Turkey (Fatteners) 9 100 0 0 

Ducks 6 188 0 0 

Pheasants 4 41 0 0 

Geese 2 50 0 0 

Partridge 1 10 0 0 

Other 3 70 0 0 

 Table 5: Results of NI surveillance programme for avian influenza in poultry in 2025 

Poultry category sampled Flocks Number of 
samples 

Number of seropositive 
for H5 

Number of seropositive 
for H7 

Fowl (Breeders) 16 171 0 0 

Fowl (Layers) 32 333 0 0 

Fowl (Broiler)/other 4 75 0 0 

Turkey (Fatteners) 5 50 0 0 

Ducks 8 227 0 0 

Pheasants 3 30 0 0 

Geese 1 10 0 0 

Other 5 61 0 0 
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Wild bird monitoring 

In NI, DAERA operates passive surveillance in wild birds as an early warning detection system which allows members of 
the public and veterinarians to notify DAERA of dead wild birds. The birds are collected by DAERA officials and submitted 
to AFBI for avian influenza testing. The results of this surveillance are available on the DAERA Avian Influenza Map Viewer. 

During 2023, the first case of HPAI subtype H5N1 in wild birds was confirmed in a buzzard in Maghera on 09 January 
2023. During 2023, 21 cases of HPAI subtype H5N1 (out of 134 incidents reported) were disclosed in various species at 
various locations in NI, sometimes involving multiple animals. 

During the 2023/2024 season (from 01 October 2023) HPAI subtype H5N1 had been confirmed in one wild bird in County 
Antrim (out of 109 incidents reported, although in various occasions the bird carcasses were not fit to be sampled or 
were not located). 

During the 2024/2025 season, (from 01 October 2024) as of 31 March 2025, there had been eight HPAI subtype H5N1 
cases confirmed in wild birds at various locations through NI (out of 57 incidents reported). All eight of these confirmed 
cases of HPAI subtype H5N1 were during the first quarter of 2025. 

From the 01 April 2025 until the start of the 2025/2026 season (01 October 2025), there was one H5N1 case confirmed 
in a herring gull on the 22 July 2025 (out of 34 incidents reported and sampled). 

During the 2025/2026 season, (from 01 October 2025) as of 13 April 2026, there have been six HPAI subtype H5N1 cases 
confirmed in wild birds at various locations through NI (out of 29 incidents reported), plus an additional two inconclusive 
results. All six of these confirmed cases of HPAI subtype H5N1 were during the last quarter of 2025. 

Sequencing of the haemagglutinin cleavage site was not undertaken for any wild bird cases during this period, as AFBI 
now employs a dedicated HPH5 real-time PCR assay that enables rapid detection and characterisation of H5 HPAI. All 
poultry and wild bird cases, except for one wild bird sample, reference VMDL25-198 (WB2025-0165), returned positive 
results for this PCR and were considered HPH5. This designation was independently confirmed by the reference 
laboratories in the case of the poultry outbreaks, as well as three of the swan cases which were sent to the reference 
laboratory for genetic sequencing out of interest. These three swan cases were confirmed as clade 2.3.4.4b HPAI H5N1, 
along with the case detected in March-April 2026. Notably, the virus samples obtained from the swans belonged to 
genotype EA-2024-DI.2.1, consistent with the genotype identified in the first three IPs. 

V. Measures implemented to maintain freedom  

Both EU legislation and national legislation are enforced in addition to strategies for effective risk management, risk 
communication to stakeholders, and enhanced on-farm biosecurity to safeguard the NI poultry industry from the risk 
posed by notifiable avian influenza. 

DAERA, on the basis of a veterinary risk assessment, can implement mandatory enhanced biosecurity measures in 
accordance with national legislation The Avian Influenza and Influenza of Avian Origin in Mammals Regulations 
(Northern Ireland) Order 2007 to reduce the risk of transmission of avian influenza to poultry from wild birds by declaring 
an AIPZ. As detailed in section III, a AIPZ was introduced on 01 November 2025. A housing order and a ban on gatherings 
came into force on 06 November 2025, and was still in place at the time of writing this report. 

In addition to the legislative powers which DAERA can use to mitigate the risk, as detailed in section IV, DAERA has 
implemented a comprehensive biosecurity awareness programme for avian influenza, which involved the publication of 
regular disease updates to a wide range of stakeholders, which can be accessed on the dedicated Avian Influenza section 
of the DAERA website. During increased risk periods in particular, DAERA holds regular meetings with stakeholders to 
heighten awareness of the importance of biosecurity, operates a text alert service to communicate quickly with 
registered flock keepers and issues regular disease updates, biosecurity advice and information to the poultry industry 
via email. 

Online social media platforms are used to communicate with poultry and other captive birds (non-poultry) owners to 
raise awareness to the risk and mitigating measures that they can take to prevent incursions of avian influenza. In NI it 
is a legal requirement for all bird keepers except those birds kept within your home to register their birds with DAERA. 

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/wild-birds-and-advice-public
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/services/avian-influenza-map-viewer
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/services/avian-influenza-map-viewer
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/nisr/2007/68/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/nisr/2007/68/contents/made
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/topics/avian-influenza-ai
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/topics/avian-influenza-ai
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Imports of poultry and poultry products into NI are carried out in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 10.4 of the 
Terrestrial Code. All imports of poultry, poultry products and hatching eggs are subject to veterinary certification in 
accordance with Regulation (EU) 2016/429 (Animal Health Law), Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2020/688 and 
Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2020/692. The Animal Health Law is directly applicable to all EU Member States 
and NI as a result of the Windsor Framework. The scope of these import controls, including veterinary certification, 
extends to the movement of captive birds, poultry and poultry products from Great Britain to NI. 

VI. Conclusion  

Considering that: 

• Avian influenza is a notifiable disease in the United Kingdom, including Northern Ireland; 

• Prior to the occurrence of the new outbreak in March 2026, Northern Ireland had been free from 
HPAI viruses in poultry from 26 January 2026 until 11 March 2026; 

• A continuous awareness programme about the disease is in place; 

• Strict control and eradication measures, including a stamping out policy, including cleansing and 
disinfection was applied to all infected poultry premises following confirmation of the outbreak, in 
accordance with the provisions of WOAH; 

• The outbreak described in this self-declaration has been notified to WOAH through WAHIS, and the 
information presented herein is consistent with this notification. 

• 28 days have elapsed as prescribed in Article 10.4.6 of the Terrestrial Code since the end of the cleansing 
and disinfection of the last infected premises; 

• Surveillance has been carried out in accordance with Articles 10.4.26 to 10.4.30 of the Terrestrial Code. 

The WOAH Delegate of the United Kingdom declares that the zone (Northern Ireland) complies with the requirements 
for a “zonal freedom from infection with high pathogenicity avian influenza viruses (HPAI) in poultry” as of 8 April 2026, 
in compliance with the provisions of Chapter 1.6 and Article 10.4.6 of the Terrestrial Code (2025 edition) and in 
accordance with the information provided to WAHIS. 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32016R0429
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32020R0688&qid=1743762545191
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32020R0692&qid=1743762571609
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Annex 1 

Annex I 

Statement to be included in the self-declaration document. 

I, the undersigned, Professor Christine Middlemiss, Delegate of United Kingdom to the World Organisation 
for Animal Health (WOAH), takes responsibility for the self-declaration of freedom from High Pathogenicity 
Avian Influenza viruses in accordance with the provisions of Article 10.4.6 of the Terrestrial Code. 
 

DISCLAIMER 

In accordance with Chapter 1.6. of the Terrestrial Animal Health Code, a Member of the World 

Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH) may prepare a self-declaration of animal health status and 

request WOAH to publish it.  

The WOAH Secretariat performs an administrative and technical screening of a Member’s self-

declaration concerning the animal health status of a “country, a zone or a compartment”, the terminology 

used in Chapter 1.6. (“self-declaration”). As described in the standard operating procedures for self-

declarations, WOAH reserves the right not to publish a self-declaration on its website. There is no right 

of appeal from this decision nor any recourse of any kind.  

The publication by WOAH of a self-declaration on its website does not reflect the official opinion of 

WOAH or an endorsement of its content. 

Responsibility for the information contained in a self-declaration lies entirely with the WOAH Delegate of 

the Member concerned.  

Neither WOAH nor any person acting on its behalf may be held responsible for:  

(i) any errors, inaccuracies or omissions in the content of a self-declaration, 
(ii) the use which may be made of the information contained in a self-declaration; 
(iii) any direct or indirect consequences of any nature arising from or relating to the use of 

the information contained in a self-declaration. 

 

Drawn up on 27/April/2026 

Signature of the Delegate: 

 

 

 

 



10  

Annex 2 

Summary of HPAI outbreak in March- April 2026 

IP 
Number 

NI 
outbreak 
reference 

WAHIS 
event ID 

WAHIS 
outbreak 
no. 

HPAI 
start date 

HPAI 
confirmation 
date 

Location Premises type Poultry 

/other 
captive birds 

Number of 
susceptible 
birds 

WAHIS 
closure date 

Cleansing and 
disinfection 
completion and 
approval date 

5B AI/02/2026 7368 OB_183804 28/02/2026 11/03/2026 Baronscourt, 
Newtownstewart, Co 
Tyrone 

Pheasant breeder 
flock, with a small 
mixed backyard 
flock 

Poultry 1044 07/04/2026 08/03/2026 
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Annex 3 

Map showing the 3km and 10km disease control zones established around HPAI-infected premises in NI during March- April 2026 
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Annex 4 

Details of the passive surveillance conducted in NI from January 2023 to April 2026 

Note AI/01/2023, AI/02/2023 and AI/03/2023 previously included in 2022/23 outbreak and subsequent UK self- 
declaration of the recovery of a zone (Northern Ireland) free from infection with high pathogenicity avian 
influenza viruses (HPAI) in poultry by the United Kingdom – 31 March 2023 
 

2023 Location Type Number of 
Birds 

Negated on 
clinical Y/N 

Samples taken 
Y/N 

Lab Result 

AI/01/2023 
(04/02/23) 

Moneymore Layers 32,000 N Y Negative 

AI/02/2023 
(17/03/23) 

Tempo Broiler Ducks 18,000 N Y Negative 

AI/03/2023 
(30/03/23) 

Armagh Broilers 15,000 N Y Negative 

AI/04/2023 
(18/05/23) 

Omagh Backyard 6 Y N NA 

AI/05/2023 
(15/09/23) 

Portrush Seagulls/foxes 2+2 N Y Negative 

AI/06/2023 
(06/11/23) 

KIlrea Backyard geese 7 N Y Negative 

AI/07/2023 
(30/11/23) 

Coleraine Backyard assorted 30 N Y Negative 

2024 Location Type Number of 
Birds 

Negated on 
clinical Y/N 

Samples taken 
Y/N 

Lab Result 

AI/01/2024 
(18/11/24) 

Aughnacloy Free range layers 16000 N Y Negative 

AI/02/2024 
(20/12/24) 

Dungannon Free range layers Not known N Y Negative 

2025 Location Type Number of 
Birds 

Negated on 
clinical Y/N 

Samples taken 
Y/N 

Lab Result 

AI/03/2025 
(07/01/25) 

Fermanagh Backyard 5 N Y Negative 

AI/04/2025 
(19/01/25) 

Castlewellan Backyard 22 N Y Negative 

AI/05/2025 
(07/02/25) 

Magherafelt Captive Birds 82 - Y Positive 

AI/06/2025 
(14/02/25) 

Newmills Commercial Free 
Range Layers 

63127 - Y Positive 

AI/07/2025 
(14/02/25) 

Donaghmore Ducks 750 N Y Negative 

AI/08/2025 
(22/02/25) 

Pomeroy Commercial Free 
Range Layers 

15868 - Y Positive 

AI/09/2025 
(22/02/25) 

Cookstown Commercial 
Breeding Hens 

33408 - Y Positive 

AI/10/2025 
(27/02/25) 

Cookstown Ducks and Geese 300 N Y Negative 

AI/11/2025 
(20/03/25) 

Cabra Backyard 25 N Y Negative 
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2025 Location Type Number of 
Birds 

Negated on 
clinical Y/N 

Samples taken 
Y/N 

Lab Result 

AI/12/2025 
(02/07/2025) 

Augher Broilers, commercial 55000 N Y Negative 

AI/13/2025 
(08/07/2025) 

Armagh Broilers, commercial 33650 N Y Negative 

AI/14/2025 
(04/08/2025) 

Strabane Free range non- 
commercial flock 

4 N Y Negative 

AI/15/2025 
(31/08/2025) 

Portaferry Free range non- 
commercial flock 

15 N Y Negative 

AI/16/2025 
(03/09/2025) 

Armagh Free range non- 
commercial flock 

40 N Y Negative 

AI/17/2025 
(23/09/2025) 

Cullybackey Commercial layers 32000 N Y Negative 

AI/18/2025 
(03/10/2025) 

Mountjoy, 
Omagh 

Commercial broiler 
breeders 

23150 - Y Positive 

AI/19/2025 
(10/10/2025) 

Mallusk Mixture of hens 
and other birds 

250 N Y Negative 

AI/20/2025 
(01/11/2025) 

Lisnaskea Broiler turkeys 15300 - Y Positive 

AI/21/2025 
(01/11/2025) 

Pomeroy Free range 
commercial layers 

12000 - Y Positive 

AI/22/2025 
(04/11/2025) 

Cookstown Breeder flock 32000 N Y Negative 

AI/23/2025 
(06/11/2025) 

Eskragh, 
Ballygawley 

Broiler turkeys 6500 N Y Negative 

AI/24/2025 
(13/11/2025) 

Bangor Backyard hobby 
flock 

102 - Y Positive 

AI/25/2025 
(06/11/2025) 

Stranocum Grandparent 
breeders 

12000 N Y Negative 

AI/26/2025 
(15/12/2025) 

Armagh Commercial layers 7700 N Y Negative 

2026 
(start of the 
event) 

Location Type Number of 
Birds 

Negated on 
clinical Y/N 

Samples taken 
Y/N 

Lab Result 

AI/01/2026 
(14/01/2026) 

Ballymena Breeder turkeys 2500 N Y Negative 

AI/02/2026 
(03/03/2026) 

Newtownstewart Pheasants 1044 N Y Positive 

 
 


