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WOAH’s Strategy

Awareness and communication
for responsible AMU in
aquaculture

Training WOAH Focal Points to
address AMR and minimise
AMU in aquaculture

Updating WOAH standards
related to AMU/AMR on aquatic
animals

Refining and promoting AMU
data collection for aquatic
animals among Members

Producing technical tools and
guidelines relevant to
antimicrobials used in
aquaculture

Establishment of a
collaborative network of WOAH
staff and Collaborating Centres
to create synergies

Addressing 
Antimicrobial Resistance
in Aquaculture 
Intensified aquaculture and limited technical
capacity increase reliance on antimicrobial use
(AMU), raising the risk of antimicrobial resistance
(AMR). Climate change, emerging diseases, and
uncontrolled trade further exacerbate these risks.
Weak regulations and the lack of standardized
AMU/AMR surveillance hinder effective
management, threatening food security and aquatic
ecosystem health while potentially increasing the
risk of AMR spillover to other sectors.

Promoting aquatic food security while
safeguarding aquatic environments

Joint actions done
Co-creation of a Technical Reference Document Listing
Antimicrobial Agents of Veterinary Importance for Aquatic
Species.
Outcome: List of authorised antimicrobial agents for use in
aquaculture globally.

Co-development of a Guideline for AMU monitoring on
aquaculture at field level.
Outcome:  Standardised methodologies to carry out
programmes for AMU monitoring at field level to collect data
complementary to sales/imports data.
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Joint actions looking ahead

Promotion of alternatives to antibiotics (ATAs) in
aquaculture: Minimize the use of antibiotics through the
systematic use of preventive/ treatment alternatives.
Impact

Multi-year strategy to integrate ATAs as regular health
tools in the aquaculture sector.
Harmonised and established regulatory mechanisms to
safeguard the quality of ATAs.

Enhance reporting of AMU in aquaculture: Global database
of AMU in aquatic animals, including field-level use for
evidence-based policymaking and stewardship
interventions.
Impact

Members develop field-level AMU 
        monitoring programmes in aquaculture.
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The Network of Aquaculture Centres in Asia-Pacific (NACA)
implements development assistance initiatives in collaboration
with research institutions, governments, development agencies,
farmer organisations, and other partners. It promotes technical
exchange, capacity building, institutional strengthening, and
policy development to support sustainable aquaculture and
effective aquatic resource management.
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