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AD HOC GROUP ON THE REVISION OF CHAPTER 8.21.  

WEST NILE FEVER  

Paris, 23-25 June 2026  

____________ 

TERMS OF REFERENCE 

Purpose  

The purpose of the ad hoc Group on the revision of Chapter 8.21. West Nile fever of the Terrestrial Code is to 

review and revise the chapter to ensure it reflects the latest scientific knowledge, is consistent with the related 

equine encephalitides chapters and provides proportionate risk-based recommendations that facilitate safe 

international trade and support effective disease surveillance, prevention and control.  

Background 

In response to requests from Members, the Terrestrial Animal Health Standards Commission (the Code 

Commission) agreed to revise the chapters on equine encephalitides in the Terrestrial Code, specifically the 

chapters on Eastern and Western equine encephalomyelitis (EEE and WEE), Japanese encephalitis (JE) and 

Venezuelan equine encephalomyelitis (VEE). The purpose of this revision is to update the contents with the latest 

scientific information and to address the issues raised, such as the impact on trade for the movement of horses 

from infected countries, and the discrepancies observed between the Terrestrial Code and the Terrestrial Manual.   

Considering the epidemiological similarities across these diseases, the Code Commission agreed to approach the 

revisions of these three disease-specific chapters collectively to ensure a consistent logic is applied to all three 

chapters. It also agreed that Chapter 8.21. West Nile fever (WNF) should also be considered, even if updated more 

recently.  

Ad hoc Groups for the revision of the chapters on EEE and WEE (June 2024), JE (November 2024) and VEE 

(April 2025) were convened to consider provisions to be included in the chapters for the purposes of the Terrestrial 

Code and drafted the revised chapters. The Code Commission considered the reports of the Groups and agreed to 

circulate the draft revised chapters for comments since its September 2024 meeting. The chapter on EEE and WEE 

was already adopted at the General Session in May 2025. The chapters on JE and VEE were circulated for 

comments from Members in its September 2025 meeting report and revised by the WOAH Specialist commissions 

in the February 2026 meetings (to be provided in due time). 

At its September 2025 meeting, the Code Commission agreed to proceed with the revision of Terrestrial Code 

Chapters 8.21. West Nile fever, following the abovementioned works.  

Considerations 

When developing this work, the ad hoc Group should consider: 

1. the general structure and content of the Terrestrial Code, in particular chapters in Section 8 of the current 

edition and the guidance provided in the Framework for Terrestrial Code standards (disease-specific 

chapters), including the animal host species to be targeted for each disease; 

2. the epidemiology of the disease and involvement of different animal hosts, including One Health implications 

3. consider WHO International Health Regulations on WNV 

4. the use of Glossary definitions in the Terrestrial Code; 

https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2024/10/a-ahg-eee-wee-june-2024.pdf
https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2025/03/a-ahg-japanese-encephalitis-nov-2024.pdf
https://www.woah.org/en/document/ad-hoc-group-on-venezuelan-equine-encephalomyelitis/
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5. the WOAH Specialist Commissions’ opinions the scope of the revised chapters; 

6. the current Chapter 3.1.26. (WNF) of the Manual of Diagnostic Tests and Vaccines for Terrestrial Animals; 

7. the World Trade Organization (WTO) Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary measures 

(especially Article 8 and Annex C), the WTO Agreement on Trade Facilitation, the Codex Alimentarius 

Principles for Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification (CAC/GL 20-1995) Guidelines for the 

Design, Operation, Assessment and Accreditation of Food Import and Export Certification Systems 

(CAC/GL 26-1997) (to be provided in the Working Documents); and any other relevant international 

standards; 

8. the reports of previous ad hoc Group meetings for other arboviral diseases, particularly section 5 of the VEE 

report where specific provisions for the revision of the WNF chapter were included; 

9. all working documents provided by the WOAH Secretariat. 

Expectations 

Ad hoc Group members should: 

▪ be familiar with the structure of the Terrestrial Code and the use of Glossary definitions and the Framework 

for Terrestrial Code standards; 

▪ have read and considered the current Chapter 8.21. of the Terrestrial Code; 

▪ have read all working documents provided by the WOAH Secretariat; 

▪ contribute to discussions, and; 

▪ contribute to drafting text for the revised chapter and the meeting report. 

Ad hoc Group members should: 

▪ sign the WOAH Undertaking on Confidentiality; 

▪ complete the WOAH Declaration of Interest form, and; 

▪ read and acknowledge the WOAH personal data management policy. 

Deliverables 

1. a report presenting the proposed for the revised chapters, including the rationale for decisions and proposed 

texts, and supporting references when relevant. This should include an assessment of the susceptible animals, 

their epidemiological role and their relevance for surveillance and disease prevention and control. 

2. the revised draft chapter for WNF.  

3. any recommendations to review the chapter on WNF of the Terrestrial Manual, if any.  

4. any points that require guidance from the Code Commission for the development of the revised draft chapter. 

Reporting / timeline  

The work of this ad hoc Group will likely be completed within one meeting but could require follow up meetings 

and may meet virtually or in person according to the needs. After a meeting, the Group should finalise the 

relevant deliverables within 5 weeks after the completion of the meeting. 

______________________ 


