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AD HOC GROUP ON CHAPTER 4.14.  

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS ON DISINFECTION AND DISINSECTION 

Paris, 5-7 Mai 2026 

____________ 

TERMS OF REFERENCE 

Purpose  

The purpose of the ad hoc Group on Chapter 4.14. ‘General recommendations on disinfection and 
disinsection’ is to revise and update this chapter. 

Ad hoc Groups are convened under the authority of and report to the WOAH Director General. 

Background 

At its February 2022 meeting, the Code Commission agreed that priority should be given to the 
development of a new chapter on biosecurity and noted that the broad nature of this topic would likely 
impact the revisions of Chapters 4.13. ‘Disposal of dead animals’ and 4.14. ‘General recommendations 
on disinfection and disinsection’. At the request of the Code Commission, the Biosecurity ad hoc Group 
that met in March 2024 reviewed the current Chapter 4.14. and provided recommendations as to how 
to proceed. 

At its February 2025 meeting, the Code Commission determined that both disinfection and disinsection 
should be addressed in the same chapter. The Code Commission agreed that the focus of the revised 
chapter should be on disease prevention and control, and how disinfection and disinsection are properly 
used to prevent the spread of disease, a focus of Section 4 of the Terrestrial Code.  

Specific issues to be addressed  

• Chapter should focus on the general principles of cleaning and disinfection of facilities, means of 
transport and fomites. Chapter should also identify special concerns.  

• Explain how disinfection and disinsection should be taken into account for disease prevention and 
control programs 

• Determine if dinisection should be included in this chapter. 

• Chapter should talk about categories of disinfection agents used for different types of pathogenic 
agents (bacteria, viruses, fungi, prions, etc.) and issues unique to each. Consider the importance 
of ensuring that the chosen method and/or product used is appropriate to the pathogenic agent of 
concern, the environment, and the items to be disinfected. 

• Chapter should consider categories of disinsection agents and different methods used to disinsect  
holding facilities as well as animal feed production and storage facilities. This should also include 
physical measures that can be used to prevent insects in facilities. 

• Include guidanceonfallowing and composting (to inactivate pathogenic agents) , considering 
information already included in Chapter 4.13. 

• Consider inactiviation of pathogenic agents in animal products during disease outbreak control. 

• Regarding disease-specific disinfection information in current Article 2, determine if that information 
should be updated and moved to disease-specific chapters. 

• Rather than provide detailed technical information, refer to manufacturer’s guidelines and 
Veterinary Services regulations and guidance. 

• Determine if there is a need to add or revise Glossary definitions. 
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Considerations 

• Recommendations of the Code Commission on Chapter 4.14. 

• Recommendations of the ad hoc Group on Biosecurity that met in March 2024 

• Comments from the World Renderers’ Organization on Chapter 4.14. 

• Recommendations of standard setting organisation for disinfectants 

Expectations  

Ad hoc Group members should: 

▪ Sign off the WOAH Undertaking on Confidentiality of information before the meeting 

▪ Complete the WOAH declaration of Interest Form before the meeting 

▪ Acknowledge the WOAH personal data management policy 

▪ Read and study in detail all dossiers provided by the WOAH prior to the meeting 

▪ Contribute to discussions 

▪ Contribute to drafting text and the final report 

▪ Understand that the membership of the group may be retained between ad hoc group meetings to 
ensure continuity of the work 

▪ Be familiar with the structure of the. Terrestrial Code, and the use of glossary definitions 

▪ Be familiar with relevant Terrestrial Code chapters (to be provided in the working documents); 

▪ Read all working documents provided by the Secretariat prior to the meeting. 

Deliverables  

1. A report that contains: 

a) The objective(s) and scope of the new chapter; 

b) A summary of the rationale for decisions and proposals; 

c) A review of the impact of changes to Chapter 4.14. on other chapters, especially Chapter 
4.13.; 

d) Specific points on which guidance would be required from the Code Commission and the 
Scientific Commission for the future development of the draft chapter. 

2. Draft texts 

e) A restructure of current Chapter 4.14. with article headings and elaboration of the content 
under each article  

f) Drafts of any new or revised Glossary definitions. 

Reporting / timeline  

The ad hoc Group will draft its report/deliver the above actions within 8 week(s) after the completion of 
the meeting. 


