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Vancouver referencing for WOAH’s publications 

(Revised 05/08/2026) 

In line with the present guidelines, authors of WOAH’s publications undertake to:  

− verify the accuracy and completeness of all references; 

− check that all references have been cited in the text, tables and figures. 

What is Vancouver style? 

Vancouver referencing is a numerical citation system commonly used in scientific and 

technical writing. 

Key characteristics of Vancouver references: 

− they are numbered; 

− they are enclosed in square brackets (e.g. [1]); 

− at the end of the publication, they are listed in the order in which they are cited in 

the body text; 

− they appear at the end of the appropriate sentence, before the punctuation mark, if 

in the body text or in the caption of a figure; 

− they appear in the appropriate cell, if in a table. 

References in tables and figures should be numbered as though the tables and figures 

are part of the body text, i.e. they should continue the sequence of numbers in the text 

at the point where the table or figure is first mentioned. 

Citing a source with multiple authors 

When a reference has more than six authors, only the first six authors should be 

listed, followed by et al. in italics. 

Njeumi F, Taylor W, Diallo A, Miyagishima K, Pastoret P-P, Vallat B, et al. The 

long journey: a brief review of the eradication of rinderpest. Sci. Tech. Rev. 

2012;31(3):729-46. https://doi.org/10.20506/rst.31.3.2157 

Types of sources 

Different types of sources are cited in specific formats depending on the nature of the 

publication. Below is a list of the most common types of publications, along with brief 

descriptions and examples of how they should be referenced. 

1. Scientific journal article 

Includes full surname(s) – and the initials of first name(s) – of all authors, the full title 

of the article, the abbreviated journal name, the year of publication, the volume number, 

the issue number, the page numbers and the digital object identifier (DOI) permalink. 

Page numbers may be physical numbers or electronic/digital numbers. 

Journal names should be abbreviated and with full stops, following the PubMed search 

engine; for example, Sci. Tech. Rev. for the Scientific and Technical Review and J. 

Comp. Pathol. for the Journal of Comparative Pathology. 

https://doi.org/10.20506/rst.31.3.2157
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/
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[1] Njeumi F, Taylor W, Diallo A, Miyagishima K, Pastoret P-P, Vallat B, et al. The 

long journey: a brief review of the eradication of rinderpest. Sci. Tech. Rev. 

2012;31(3):729-46. https://doi.org/10.20506/rst.31.3.2157 

[2] Plowright W, Ferris RD. Studies with rinderpest virus in tissue culture: II. 

Pathogenicity for cattle of culture-passaged virus. J. Comp. Pathol. Ther. 

1959;69(2):173-84. https://doi.org/10.1016/s0368-1742(59)80016-3 

2. Unpublished article 

Similar to a published article, but it hasn’t been formally published yet. Page numbers 

and a hyperlink are not included. 

[3] Avendaño-Pérez G, Weber-Vintzel L. The World Organisation for Animal 

Health Observatory: a data-driven approach to address the needs of its 

Members. Sci. Tech. Rev. 2023;42:(in press). 

3. Chapter of a book 

A specific section within a book, often written by different authors. It includes details of 

the book title, publisher, publication year and chapter title. 

[4] Zavala-López JL, Marte-Diaz G, Martínez-Pujols F. Area-wide integrated pest 

management. 1st ed. Boca Raton (United States of America): CRC Press; 2021. 

Successful area-wide eradication of the invading Mediterranean fruit fly in the 

Dominican Republic; p. 519-37. https://doi.org/10.1201/9781003169239-27 

4. Conference report 

A summary or collection of research presented at a conference, which includes details 

like the name and location [city and country] of the publisher, as well as the dates and 

location of the conference. 

[5] Bosch J, Goicolea T, Araujo PC, Mateo MC, Aguilar-Vega C, Ito S, et al. S08 

Landscape connectivity and travel corridors routes for predicting the spread of 

ASF in European wild boar. In: Conte A, Ippoliti C, Savini L, eds. Abstract book: 

GeoVet 2023 International Conference – Expanding boundaries: 

interdisciplinary geospatial research for the One Health Era; 2023 Sept 19-21; 

Silvi Marina, Teramo. Edizioni IZSTe-press - Digital Publishing, Teramo, Italy, p. 

69-70. Available at: 

https://www.veterinariaitaliana.izs.it/index.php/GEOVET23/article/view/3314 

(accessed on 23 May 2024). 

5. Book or print report 

A complete book or printed report. Include the digital object identifier (DOI) permalink 

if it exists. If not, provide the website address, including both the year of publication 

and the date of access. 

[6] Global Food Safety Partnership. Food safety in Africa: past endeavors and 

future directions. 1st ed. Washington DC (United States of America): World 

https://doi.org/10.20506/rst.31.3.2157
https://doi.org/10.1016/s0368-1742(59)80016-3
https://doi.org/10.1201/9781003169239-27
https://www.veterinariaitaliana.izs.it/index.php/GEOVET23/article/view/3314
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Bank; 2019. 84 p. Available at: https://hdl.handle.net/10568/108321 (accessed 

on 17 January 2020). 

[7] Dyck VA, Hendrichs J, Robinson AS, eds. Sterile insect technique: principles 

and practice in area-wide integrated pest management. 2nd ed. Boca Raton 

(United States of America): CRC Press; 2021. 1216 p. 

https://doi.org/10.1201/9781003035572 

6. Information obtained from the Internet 

A document or data from a specific website. Include the digital object identifier (DOI) 

permalink if it exists. If not, provide the website address, including both the year of 

publication and the date of access. 

[8] Exploring global research efforts: a spotlight on STAR-IDAZ’s work. Paris 

(France): World Organisation for Animal Health; 2024. Available at: 

https://www.woah.org/en/exploring-global-research-efforts-a-spotlight-on-star-

idazs-work (accessed on 30 January 2025). 

Please note that website homepages displaying general or regularly updated 

information are not considered bibliographic references and should be included in the 

text, not the reference section. 

7. Electronic/digital version of a print publication 

An online version of a printed document, with all the same publication details and 

website address. 

[9] European Commission. Commission implementing European Union 

Regulation 2022/209 establishing the format of the data to be collected and 

reported in order to determine the volume of sales and the use of antimicrobial 

medicinal products in animals in accordance with European Union Regulation 

2019/6 of the European Parliament and of the Council. Off. J. Eur. Union. 

2022;L35:7-16. Available at: https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/ 

PDF/?uri=CELEX:32022R0209 (accessed on 11 November 2023). 

8. WOAH’s international standards 

Official standards published by WOAH. The author should be cited as World 

Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH). 

[10] World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH). Terrestrial animal health 

code. 32nd ed. Paris (France): WOAH; 2024. 965 p. Available at: 

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals (accessed 

on 20 January 2026). 

[11] World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH). Aquatic animal health code. 

26th ed. Paris (France): WOAH; 2024. 821 p. Available at: 

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals (accessed 

on 20 January 2026). 

https://hdl.handle.net/10568/108321
https://doi.org/10.1201/9781003035572
https://www.woah.org/en/exploring-global-research-efforts-a-spotlight-on-star-idazs-work/
https://www.woah.org/en/exploring-global-research-efforts-a-spotlight-on-star-idazs-work/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/%20PDF/?uri=CELEX:32022R0209
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/%20PDF/?uri=CELEX:32022R0209
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/
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[12] World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH). Manual of diagnostic tests 

and vaccines for terrestrial animals. 13th ed. Paris (France): WOAH; 2024. 2229 

p. Available at: https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-

manuals (accessed on 20 January 2026). 

[13] World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH). Manual of diagnostic tests 

for aquatic animals. 11th ed. Paris (France): WOAH; 2024. 615 p. Available at: 

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals (accessed 

on 20 January 2026). 

9. Specific chapter of WOAH’s international standards 

Chapters in the official standards published by WOAH. The author should be cited as 

World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH). 

[14] World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH). Terrestrial animal health 

code. 32nd ed. Paris (France): WOAH; 2025. Chapter 10.4. Infection with high 

pathogenicity avian influenza viruses; 14 p. Available at: 

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-

manuals/#chapter/?rid=124&volume_no=2&ismanual=false&language=102&st

andard_type=5&animal_type=7 (accessed on 20 January 2026). 

[15] World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH). Aquatic animal health code. 

26th ed. Paris (France): WOAH; 2025. Chapter 6.3. Monitoring of the quantities 

and usage patterns of antimicrobial agents used in aquatic animals; 4 p. 

Available at: https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-

manuals/#chapter/?rid=214&volume_no=&ismanual=false&language=102&sta

ndard_type=5&animal_type=8 (accessed on 20 January 2026). 

[16] World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH). Manual of diagnostic tests 

and vaccines for terrestrial animals. 13th ed. Paris (France): WOAH; 2025. 

Chapter 3.9.1. African swine fever (infection with African swine fever virus); 34 

p. Available at: https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-

manuals/#chapter/?rid=397&volume_no=3&ismanual=true&language=102&st

andard_type=6&animal_type=7 (accessed on 20 January 2026). 

[17] World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH). Manual of diagnostic tests 

for aquatic animals. 11th ed. Paris (France): WOAH; 2025. Chapter 2.1.1. 

Infection with Batrachochytrium dendrobatidis; 24 p. Available at: 

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-

manuals/#chapter/?rid=428&volume_no=2&ismanual=true&language=102&st

andard_type=6&animal_type=8 (accessed on 20 January 2026). 

10. Unpublished data or personal communication 

Information that has not been formally published, often from personal discussions or 

private data. This type of reference should be cited within the text, not in the list of 

references. Authors must obtain prior approval from the individuals or organisations 

providing unpublished data or personal communications before submission to WOAH. 

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/#chapter/?rid=124&volume_no=2&ismanual=false&language=102&standard_type=5&animal_type=7
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/#chapter/?rid=124&volume_no=2&ismanual=false&language=102&standard_type=5&animal_type=7
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/#chapter/?rid=124&volume_no=2&ismanual=false&language=102&standard_type=5&animal_type=7
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/#chapter/?rid=214&volume_no=&ismanual=false&language=102&standard_type=5&animal_type=8
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/#chapter/?rid=214&volume_no=&ismanual=false&language=102&standard_type=5&animal_type=8
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/#chapter/?rid=214&volume_no=&ismanual=false&language=102&standard_type=5&animal_type=8
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/#chapter/?rid=397&volume_no=3&ismanual=true&language=102&standard_type=6&animal_type=7
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/#chapter/?rid=397&volume_no=3&ismanual=true&language=102&standard_type=6&animal_type=7
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/#chapter/?rid=397&volume_no=3&ismanual=true&language=102&standard_type=6&animal_type=7
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/#chapter/?rid=428&volume_no=2&ismanual=true&language=102&standard_type=6&animal_type=8
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/#chapter/?rid=428&volume_no=2&ismanual=true&language=102&standard_type=6&animal_type=8
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/#chapter/?rid=428&volume_no=2&ismanual=true&language=102&standard_type=6&animal_type=8
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By citing such sources, authors declare that they have received the necessary 

approval. 

The World Organisation for Animal Health is looking to update its Basic Texts 

over the next five years [F. Caya, personal communication, 2026]. 

Citing WOAH sources that are written in French or Spanish 

If authors are submitting a text in French or Spanish, WOAH references should be 

listed under Organisation mondiale de la santé animale (OMSA) or Organización 

Mundial de Sanidad Animal (OMSA), respectively. If a WOAH reference exists in 

French or Spanish, the French or Spanish title should be used, respectively. 

Sample references 

For examples of properly formatted references, consult the lists of references in the 

previous issues of WOAH’s Scientific and Technical Review. Previous issues are 

published on the following webpage of the WOAH website: 

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/publications/scientific-and-technical-review/#ui-

id-5.  

I have a question about using Vancouver referencing for WOAH’s 

publications. Who should I contact? 

Please email WOAH’s Publications Unit at publications.unit@woah.org. 

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/publications/scientific-and-technical-review/#ui-id-5
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/publications/scientific-and-technical-review/#ui-id-5
mailto:publications.unit@woah.org
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