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Date from: 01.01.2025 Date to: 15.10.2025 Disease: FMD

V

Number of  tested registered farms 1854

Number of  positive farms/ Date of  LAST POSITIVE CASE 6/11.04.2025

Number of  tested non-registered farms 1907

Number of  positive farms/ Date of  LAST POSITIVE CASE 0/NA

Number of  DOMESTIC animals tested/ Number of  FMDV PCR positive 17724/205

Number of  DOMESTIC animals tested/ Number of  FMDV-NSP ELISA positive 48319/78

Number of  WILDLIFE animals tested/ Number of  FMDV PCR positive 19/0

Number of  WILDLIFE animals tested/ Number of  FMDV-NSP ELISA positive 17763/0



Vaccination plan applied

• The chosen vaccination strategy in the Slovak Republic is:

➢ emergency suppressive vaccination

• (according to the definition in Article 2(1)(c) of  CDR(EU) 2023/361).

•
The main objective was to suppress or reduce the spread of the
virus by kept animal species listed, located at the outbreak or in certain
epidemiologically linked establishments to the lowest possible level until
the animals concerned are slaughtered and safely disposed of.



Epidemiological
inquiry- to be
answered!

3 KEY QUESTIONS MUST BE 

ANSWERED: 

• How long the virus is present on the? 

• What are the likely ways of  

introduction? 

• Where to could the virus be spread?



➢ Depopulation of  outbreaks

➢ Kiling of  animals – description of  methods

➢ Safe disposal of  carcasess- rendering plant + burial

➢Restrictions on movement through the municipalities where the infection occurred + 
the surrounding area 

➢Contact farms within a radius of  3 km – preventive killing vis a vis citizens sufficient 
human resources 

➢Financing

➢Legislative power - emergency situation – authorizations/empowerments of  the CVO

➢Proper communication to public



Lessons
learned I.

• revise your contingency plans ! Are you ready ???

• People (public) behave in a strange wave – everybody
is understanding what to do and how to do...

• Journalist: roumorous, hoaxes – sensationes - a fight on
2 fronts - diseases eradication versus public information
and interests.

• Extremely exhaustive work - total physical and mental
pressure on the veterinary staff – great exhaustion but
also great determination to manage it in a professional
way.

• Costs!



Lessions
learned II.

The spread of  the virus is very simple and fast

The spread of  FMD can only be controlled and stopped by immediate 
reactions and strict, correctly set measures and vigorous 
enforcement of  their implementation. 

The measures are extremely resource-intensive: human, financial, 
technical, laboratory.

Monitor all possible movements and other contacts and determine 
the level of  risk for additional contact farms. 

Measures in case of  suspicion of  FMD need to be ordered for all 
identified contact farms or for an appropriate area considering the 
extent of  contacts.

Communication of  measures and coordination of  all components 
is essential.



Lessions learned
III.

 

The FMD incubation period is 2-14 days, and from the perspective of  epi-
investigation, it is of  course necessary to take into account the maximum 
extent of  this period

take into account - in the case of  indirect transmission of  the virus by 
fomites (objects, vehicles, tools, feed, people with shoes/clothing/hands, 
etc.), the date of  contact (e.g. vehicle entry to the farm) may not mean (and 
usually does not mean) the date of  infection of  animals on the farm.

it is advisable not to stick exclusively to the interval of  14 days (WOAH) or 
21 days (i.e. the monitoring period according to EU legislation) from the first 
symptoms - but it should also be borne in mind that the introduction to the 
farm could have occurred several days or weeks earlier.



FMD outbreaks
Communication outside
the country- immediate
and regularly steps
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

• Immediate official notifications of confirmed FMD

• WOAH (wahis)

• FAO/EU FMD

• European Commission (adis)

• Competent authorities in Member states of  European Union
(e-mail)

• Immediate informal notifications of confirmed
FMD

• Chief Veterinary Officers of  neighbouring countries
(e-mail, phone)



FMD outbreaks 
Communication 
inside the country-
key elements

• Content of communication:

• Early information on the risk
• Early epidemiological data 
• Nature and symptoms of  FMD
• Ways of  transmission of  FMD
• Preventive measures avoiding/minimize spreading
• Frequent update of  the situation and coordination of  measures taken

• Partners:

• Government
• Veterinary administration´s official veterinarians
• Veterinary practitioners
• Farmers associations
• Food producers associations
• Local government authorities
• General public



FMD 
outbreaks
Communication
inside the country

• Ways of communication:

• Crisis Management Board – daily meetings of CMB
members (veterinary administration, police, customs,
rescue system, army, anticonflict teams
(psychologists), local government representatives...)
analysis of previous day development and planning
activities for next 3-5 days



Raising public awareness
• Slovak agriculture exhibition-

Agrokomplex 2025 – special
pavilon dedicated to FMD



SK – FMD 
21.10.2025 status 

• the dossier for recognition of the country free from FMD without

vaccination already sent to WOAH 

• Further qestions from WOAH  1 week ago ( 6 clarifications questions raised)

• SK reaction- explanations sent on 17.10.2025

• WE hope for finalising the assessment by WOAH in a short period of time



Clinical signs



Clinical signs







The event is supported by funding from:

Thank you
martin.chudy@svps.skMartin Chudy

Chief Veterinary Officer-

Slovakia
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