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Purpose

The ad hoc group will be responsible for the revision of Terrestrial Animal Health Code (TAHC) Chapter 6.8.
‘Harmonisation of national antimicrobial resistance surveillance and monitoring programmes’. The ad hoc
group will take into consideration current advancements in sector-specific surveillance programmes at global,
regional and national levels, as well as extending the remit of the chapter to companion animals, and animal-
related environments within sector-specific surveillance programmes. Requirements for cross-sectoral
integrated surveillance programmes will also be considered.

Background

Following the revision of Chapter 6.10. ‘Responsible and prudent use of antimicrobial agents in veterinary
medicine’, adopted at the 91t General Session and the ongoing revision of Chapter 2.1.1. ‘Laboratory
methodologies for bacterial antimicrobial susceptibility testing’ (first adopted in 2004 and last updated in 2019)
of the Manual of Diagnostic Tests and Vaccines for Terrestrial Animals, under the oversight of the Biological
Standards Commission (BSC), the Working Group on Antimicrobial Resistance (AMRWG) has recommended
the revision of Chapter 6.8. ‘Harmonisation of national antimicrobial resistance surveillance and monitoring
programmes’ (first adopted in 2003 and last updated in 2018).

Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) is a major public health issue worldwide and AMR surveillance is essential to
inform evidence-based policies and interventions in National Action Plans (NAP), to reduce AMR’s impact on
animal health, welfare, productivity, food security, livelihoods and public health, as shown in WOAH’s Strategy
on Antimicrobial Resistance and the Prudent Use of Antimicrobials. Despite this, there is a limited number of
countries which have implemented sector-specific AMR surveillance programmes resulting in limited data on
the extent and patterns of AMR in animals. This gap in knowledge is particularly evident in lower and middle
income countries, most noticeably in the Africa, Asia and Pacific Regions. In 2023, approximately one quarter
of WOAH Members that participated in the Quadripartite Global Database for Tracking AMR Country Self-
Assessment Survey (TrACSS) had not yet implemented sector-specific surveillance programmes for AMR in
animals; most of the countries that had implemented surveillance programmes for AMR in animals were high
or medium income countries in the Americas and Europe regions.

Objectives

The ad hoc group will be responsible for the revision of TAHC Chapter 6.8. ‘Harmonisation of national
antimicrobial resistance surveillance and monitoring programmes’, based on the mapping exercise conducted
on behalf of the Terrestrial Animal Health Standards Code Commission (TAHSC) by WOAH’s AMRWG
Secretariat and Collaborating Centres for Veterinary Products. This exercise indicated that current
advancements in sector-specific surveillance programmes at global, regional and national levels, as well as
inclusion of companion animals and animal-related environment, and data requirements for cross-sectoral
integrated surveillance programmes were meaningful for an update of the chapter.

Actions

With support from the AMRWG Secretariat, the ad hoc group will be responsible for:
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Assessing the mapping exercise conducted by the AMRWG Secretariat and Collaborating Centres for
Veterinary Products to ascertain if any other additional points should be considered in the update of
Chapter 6.8,

Developing a revision plan with timescales for provision of regular updates and a draft of the document
to the TAHSC based on the mapping exercise findings;

Conducting a review of any relevant documentation for which harmonisation of Chapter 6.8. should be
considered, whilst ensuring that it applies to animal health contexts (e.g., upcoming Quadripartite
guidance on integrated surveillance);

Implementing valuable and meaningful updates in a draft of the revised Chapter 6.8.;

Providing regular updates to the AMRWG on the progress of the revision process of Chapter 6.8,;
Submitting a draft of the revised Chapter 6.8. to the AMRWG for feedback and revising Chapter 6.8.
accordingly;

Submitting a draft of the consolidated revised Chapter 6.8. to the TAHSC, according to the timescale
agreed with the TAHSC Secretariat;

Considering the TAHSC feedback in further revision stages of Chapter 6.8, till consultation rounds are
completed and the chapter is eventually adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates.

Prerequisites

The ad hoc group will be composed of two members from AMRWG, and a selected number of relevant experts
in the field, recruited from the WOAH network of Collaborating Centres through a targeted call.

The group members should:

Sign the WOAH Undertaking on Confidentiality of Information;

Complete the Declaration of Interest Form;

Agree on the appointment of the chair and rapporteur of the meetings;

Understand that most of the work will be conducted remotely, with virtual meetings (1-2 meetings per
quarter) organised to progress the work, until the revised Chapter 6.8. is finalised and endorsed by the
TAHSC for submission to the World Assembly of Delegates.

Understand and agree to participating to at least one 2-day in-person meeting that will take place in
Paris at WOAH’s headquarters, for the ad hoc group to advance the work of the revision of Chapter 6.8.,
pending feedback from TAHSC.

Understand that the membership of the ad hoc group may be retained to ensure continuity of the work.

Deliverables

The ad hoc group will be responsible for preparing the following deliverables with support from the Secretariat:

e The revised draft of Chapter 6.8. with track changes as per guidance from the TAHSC Secretariat (i.e., new
proposed text will be double-underlined; text proposed to be removed will be crossed over). After each
cycle of revision, any proposed new edits will be highlighted in yellow to differentiate from previous
proposed edits already assessed by TAHSC.

e Chapter drafts and associated documentation supporting changes to inform the AMRWG on a biannual
basis.

e Progress reports to the TAHSC on biannual basis (January and August).

e A rationale report explaining the changes proposed by the ad hoc group for transparency and information
of TAHSC and/or Members. This will be required for all the changes made and should be conducted by
article and should identify sections and paragraphs and lines where changes were implemented and
reasons why, supported by existing guidance where relevant.
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Timelines

The Secretariat will provide progress reports of the ad hoc Group at each TAHSC biannual meeting (February and
September) when required. The chair/co-chair of the ad hoc group may be requested to provide an update to the
AMRWG during their biannual meetings (usually March/ April and September/October).

Provisional timelines (pending decisions of the TAHSC):

17 January 2025 - submission of Terms of Reference (ToR) by Secretariat for consideration of TAHSC;
February 2025 - adoption of ToR by TAHSC and Deputy Director General;

April-June 2025 - recruitment and selection of members of ad hoc group;

May 2025 - World Assembly of Delegates is informed of the creation of ad hoc group by TAHSC during General

Session;

July - December 2025 - first virtual meeting of ad hoc group; 1-2 virtual ad hoc group meetings per quarter;
September 2025 - progress report provided to TAHSC;
September - October 2025 - update AMRWG if relevant and/or if input needed;
January 2026 - First draft of revised Chapter 6.8. and progress report to TAHSC;
March/April 2026 - Update of activities of ad hoc group to be provided to AMRWG.

Eligibility criteria of ad hoc group members

Professional skills

e \Veterinary or microbiology .
degree, or equivalent

e Specialist recognised at an
international level .

e More than 10 years of work
experience on sector-
specific surveillance on AMR e
in animal health and related
sectors (e.g., agriculture,
food production, companion
animals, or environment)
and/or integrated
surveillance across 2 or more
sectors

o Work experience in AMR
acquired whilst in veterinary
practice, academia,
competent authorities
including national veterinary
laboratories, WOAH
Collaborating Centres and/or
private sector

Interpersonal skills

Highly proficient in English
(listening, reading, speaking
and writing)

Good communication skills;
able to work efficiently in an
intercultural environment

Good analytical skills of
existing scientific and grey
literature

Availability requirements

e Attend multi-day meetingsin
person and/or virtually

e Draft or review reports,
guidelines, standards and other
relevant technical documents
outside of meetings

e Provide expertise on an ad hoc
basis

To express interest to this call to integrate the ad hoc group, experts can submit their interest to the AMRWG
Secretariat (a.mateus@woah.org and |.davis@woah.org) until 30" May 2025. Experts must submit a 2-page CV

and the list of their most recent publications (5 years maximum) related to AMR.

Ad hoc group TAHC Chapter 6.8. March 2025


mailto:a.mateus@woah.org
mailto:l.davis@woah.org

