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1. Purpose

The purpose of the ad hoc Group is to review the guidelines developed through the WOAH consultancy project
on ‘Guidelines for ASF vaccines: field evaluation and post-vaccination monitoring' and provide recommendations
and experts’ opinion on specific aspects identified by the authors.

The ad hoc Group is convened under the authority of the Director General of the WOAH.

2. Background

The ongoing spread of African swine fever (ASF) is a matter of concern for the global swine industry — due to its
virulent nature and high mortality rate. ASF has been responsible for serious impacts to pig production and
economic losses, threats to livelihoods, animal health and welfare and national food security, with knock-on
effects on trade and international markets. For many years, the control of ASF has been limited by the lack of an
effective vaccine. The research community has been steadfast in developing vaccines, with forefront MLV
candidates being approved or tested in some Members, and many others in the development pipeline.

Through a consultancy project under the WOAH, a review paper on the state of play of modified live vaccine
candidates was published in November 2022. More recently, under the same consultancy project, draft
standards on the manufacture of safe and efficacious vaccines for ASF have been elaborated, and circulated in
the report of the WOAH Biological Standards Commission for Member comments.

It is important to equip Members with the tools and guidance necessary to conduct independent vaccine trials
to generate the evidence that may (or may not) support the quality parameters such as purity, safety and
effectiveness of the vaccine as claimed by the vaccine manufacturers. This data is often required as part of the
approval process by vaccine regulatory authorities, prior to authorisation for use as part of the national
vaccination campaign.

The choice of the appropriate vaccine and vaccination strategy are also critical to achieve the objective of the
vaccination programme. The process of vaccine selection and vaccination needs to be continuously monitored
and evaluated to ensure that the vaccination programme fulfils its objectives and contributes to the sustainable
control of ASF while optimising the use of the resources. Any adverse impacts, evolution of the circulating strains
or generation of recombinant strains should also be closely monitored to inform surveillance, vaccination
strategy and other risk mitigation measures.

In such a context, WOAH has launched a consultancy to provide Members with a set of guidelines on the field
evaluation of ASF vaccines and how to conduct post-vaccination monitoring. The guidelines should be in
accordance with WOAH international standards, written in a manner that is suitable to the target audience,
providing clear and practical tools on how to implement the above, using case examples and referring to current
international standards when required. The primary target audience for the guidelines would include Competent
Authorities involved in the regulatory approval of veterinary vaccines and Veterinary Services.
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At the WOAH ad hoc Group meeting, the consultants will present the first draft of the guidelines. Based on the
feedback from this ad hoc Group, the consultants will revise the guidelines and present the second draft to WOAH
Reference Laboratory Network for ASF, Biological Standards Commission and Scientific Commission for Animal
Diseases for their opinions and subsequently to the WOAH DG for validation.

3. Actions to deliver
The ad hoc Group will:
=  Review and discuss the draft guidelines on the field evaluation of ASF vaccines and how to conduct post-
vaccination monitoring.

= Provide expert opinion and recommendations on the specific technical content of the guidelines
identified by the consultants.

4. WOAH Considerations
Ad hoc Group members are expected to be familiar with:
=  Draft guidelines

=  WAOAH international standards in particular, Terrestrial Manual Chapter on ASF.
= All other relevant material shared by the WOAH and ad hoc Group's members.

5. Expectations

Ad hoc Group members should:
= Sign the WOAH Undertaking on Confidentiality of Information (if not done already).
= Complete the Declaration of Interests form.
=  Read and study in detail all materials provided by the WOAH prior to the meeting.
= Agree on the appointment of the Chair of the Group.
= Contribute to discussions and recommendations on the first draft.

6. Deliverables

Deliverables of this ad hoc Group include:

=  Provide feedback on the draft guidelines developed through the consultancy.
=  Produce a report of the meeting summarising its recommendations within 2 weeks of the meeting.

7. Tentative timeline
An introductory video call will be organised in July 2025 to provide the ad hoc Group with the necessary

background information including materials to be discussed during the in-person ad hoc Group meeting, which
will take place from 22nd to 24th July 2025 at WOAH Headquarters in Paris, France.
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