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1.  Welcome and opening of the meeting — Dr Javier Yugueros-Marcos

Dr Javier Yugueros-Marcos (Head of WOAH'’s Antimicrobial Resistance and Veterinary Products (AMR & VP) department),
thanked the Members for joining the meeting and for their efforts in contributing to WOAH’s activities. Dr Yugueros-Marcos
acknowledged that since the Antimicrobial Resistance Working Group (AMRWG) last met, the global context has changed
and as a result, global health agendas have been significantly disrupted. Despite this, AMR remains a priority for WOAH and
the organisation continues to focus on the four commitments to contain AMR, agreed during the 79" United Nations General
Assembly; 1) Meaningful reduction of antimicrobial use in animals 2) Responsible use according to international standards 3)
Implementation of vaccination strategies for priority diseases (i.e.., Contagious Bovine Pleuropneumonia, etc.) 4) Sustainable
investments to strengthen animal health systems. All of them, with the understanding that achieving commitments 3) and 4)
will help to accomplish the remaining ones.

The AMRWG was informed that there will be no resolution related to AMR at WOAH’s 2025 General Session. However, AMR
activities will be encompassed in the discussions during the animal health forum, dedicated to unlocking the potential of
vaccines in animal health. Additional AMR activities will include a kiosk outlining WOAH’s AMR work, a side event on
companion animals and a further side event on implementing the 79" United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) Political
Declaration on AMR, hosted by the United Kingdom and Sweden.

Dr. Fajer Sabah Al Salloom provided an update from WOAH’s Council, explaining that AMR is a high priority for the Council
this year. Dr. Sabah Al Salloom emphasised the importance of key performance indicators (KPIs) for the AMRWG’s activities
to measure the group’s progress.

1.1. Adoption of the agenda

The AMRWG adopted the agenda, which is presented in Annex 1, alongside the List of Participants in Annex 2.
1.2. Appointment of rapporteur

Dr Tomoko Ishibashi chaired the AMRWG and Dr Stephen Page acted as rapporteur.

2. Providing recommendations and feedback - Essential Veterinary Medicines List (WVA and Brooke) — Dr Ana
Mateus

Brooke and the World Veterinary Association (WVA) have been developing an Essential Veterinary Medicines List (EVML)
for food-producing animals. The aim is to help countries develop their own EVMLs, considering relevant animal species, types
of production systems and epidemiological context and to assess accessibility to essential veterinary medical products. The
first phase of the EVML focuses on equids, large and small ruminants and swine animals. In line with the cooperation
agreements between WVA and Brooke (as part of the International Coalition for Animal Welfare - ICEFAW), the AMRWG has
reviewed the antimicrobial section of their EVML.

The AMRWG was asked to: 1) provide feedback on the latest version of EVML and outstanding comments 2) advise WOAH
on endorsement of EVML.

2.1. Discussion

Dr Ana Mateus explained that Brooke has revised the EVML, taking into consideration the last round of feedback
provided by the AMRWG in February 2025. The AMRWG reviewed both the changes that have been made and the
recommendations yet to be addressed. The AMRWG discussed the purpose of the EVML and agreed that a focus on
access to antimicrobials would be more appropriate than antimicrobial stewardship, as the latter is outside of the EVML'’s
scope.

Other key discussions included the use of colistin - a highest priority critically important antimicrobial according to WHO’s
Medically Important Antimicrobials (MIA) List included in the recommendations of the WOAH List of Antimicrobial Agents
of Veterinary Importance, which is banned for veterinary use in some countries but presented as an essential
antimicrobial in this EVML. The AMRWG, while noting that colistin is still used with special caution to treat swine
gastrointestinal infections in some countries, expressed concern about the potential impact of this categorisation of
colistin in regions which do not have strict regulations on cautionary use.
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3.

Whilst the AMRWG agreed that this EVML could be a valuable document in improving access to antimicrobials, the
AMRWG advised that the EVML requires more work before recommending its implementation. Among others, the
AMRWG requested that a rationale document is provided to explain the exclusion of some antimicrobials and the
classification of some antimicrobials as core and others as complementary. The evidence base for the recommendations
throughout the document also needs to be strengthened.

The AMRWG Secretariat will provide the detailed feedback to Brooke and WVA and will reconsider recommending the
use of the EVML once this feedback has been actioned.

Contributing to key WOAH activities - WOAH AMR Package (WOAH List and TRDs) — Dr Ana Mateus

WOAH has created an ‘AMR package’, consisting of the WOAH List of Antimicrobial Agents of Veterinary Importance (the
WOAH List) and related Technical Reference Documents (TRDs), based on previous feedback that the visibility of these
documents should be improved. A diagram is being created as part of this package to demonstrate how the WOAH List and
TRDs can be used at global and national levels to inform the development of regional and national guidelines for responsible
antimicrobial use.

The AMRWG was asked to provide feedback on the diagram.

3.1. Discussion

The AMRWG discussed the relevance of adding a diagram to the WOAH Package and agreed that it will help to explain
the global landscape in which the WOAH List exists and its relation to other guidance documents. The AMRWG provided
feedback on the draft diagram and suggested that two diagrams are produced; the first to accompany the WOAH List
survey (ltem no.4) to reflect the proposed categorisation criteria and the second to provide the context of the use of the
WOAH package (WOAH List and TRDs) at global and national levels, which will feature on WOAH’s website at a later
date. The AMRWG Secretariat will continue to work on the diagrams based on this feedback and will share with the
AMRWG for further input.

Contributing to key WOAH activities — WOAH List survey (for Delegates and relevant stakeholders) — Dr Ana
Mateus

WOAH is designing a survey to assess the level of awareness and relevance of the WOAH List of Antimicrobial Agents and
the TRDs amongst WOAH Members and stakeholders. The survey findings will be used to propose a revision of the
categorisation criteria of antimicrobials for veterinary use.

The AMRWG was asked to approve: 1) the questionnaire design 2) timescales for distribution 3) Data analysis of survey
results.

4.1. Discussion

Dr Ana Mateus explained that the categorisation criteria has not been updated since 2007 and shared the three new
categorisation criteria previously proposed by the AMRWG at its meeting in October 2024: 1) Authorised by a competent
authority 2) Seriousness of the infectious diseases 3) Availability of alternative treatment.

The AMRWG agreed that the first criterion should be moved to the scope of the document, as the revision of the WOAH
List should cover authorised antimicrobial agents for veterinary medical use (off-label use varies greatly between species
and regions). The AMRWG also agreed to use the definition for ‘serious infection’ suggested by the AMRWG Secretariat:
‘Serious infection includes: 1) (life-threatening) infections with high impact on individual animal health and welfare, 2)
diseases with high morbidity and/or mortality that could have a serious impact on productivity, 3) diseases with high risk
of zoonotic transmission, and 4) diseases with high risk of transboundary spread if animal is not treated with
antimicrobials.’

The AMRWG agreed that the survey will consist of two parts, one part focused on assessing the level of awareness and
usefulness of the WOAH List and TRDs and the other on the proposed criteria for the revision of the WOAH List. The
survey will be sent to Delegates and relevant stakeholders involved in the responsible use of antimicrobials, as per
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chapter 6.10 of the Terrestrial Animal Health Code. The survey will be launched after WOAH'’s General Session in May
2025. Materials with further information regarding the survey will be available at the AMR kiosk.

The results of the survey will be discussed at the AMRWG’s next meeting.

5. Contributing to key WOAH activities — Proposal for development of species-specific VetAWaRe Lists — Dr Ana
Mateus

WOAH plans to develop an animal health equivalent of WHO’s AWaRe system, following commitment #7 of the 4th Global
High-Level Ministerial Conference on AMR held in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, in November 2024. Commitment #7 states to
‘Encourage WOAH through consultation with its members, to develop science-based global stewardship guidance, such as a
veterinary equivalent of the WHO AWaRe (Access, Watch, Reserve) framework to facilitate improved guidance, targeting and
measuring appropriate use of antibiotics in animals’.

The ‘VetAWaRe List’ will be evidence-based and will combine concepts and content from other reference documents into a
categorisation system to optimise antimicrobial use in animals, balancing animal health and welfare, food animal production
and public health.

The AMRWG was asked to provide feedback on the concept note which outlines the methodology for the development of the
VetAWaRe list.

5.1. Discussion

The AMRWG discussed the most appropriate resource mechanism (ad hoc group, steering group, etc.) to create the
VetAWaRe List, relevant recruitment options and the functions of the group. The AMRWG decided that a subgroup of
the AMRWG will be responsible for developing the categorisation criteria and the methodology. The subgroup will pilot
the methodology using the TRD for poultry, as poultry is an important animal sector in all five WOAH regions. The piloting
will be conducted in consultation with external experts and WOAH’s Collaborating Centres. This will allow the
methodology to be refined before progressing to other species.

6. Providing recommendations and feedback — Substandard and Falsified Veterinary Products (SFVP) — Dr Andrés
Garcia Campos

The Terrestrial Code does not currently offer any specific guidance to tackle Substandard and Falsified Veterinary Products
(SFVP), particularly on conducting post-marketing surveillance and reporting. To address this, the four WOAH Specialist
Commissions were asked in September 2024 if a revision of existing chapters or a new chapter is required on post-marketing
surveillance of the quality of all Veterinary Medicinal Products (VMP) in the Terrestrial Code (with the same approach to be
adopted for the Aquatic Code at a later stage). The position of each of the Specialist Commissions was shared with the
AMRWG and the Specialist Commissions will be consulted in September 2025, with a new proposal based on the AMRWG
feedback.

6.1. Discussion

The AMRWG discussed the previous feedback from WOAH’s Specialist Commissions and recommended definitions for
substandard and falsified products should be added to the Terrestrial Code, as per recommendation of the Scientific
Commission for Animal Diseases (SCAD). The AMRWG discussed the Terrestrial Animal Health Standards Commission’s
(TAHSC) advice to include SFVP in Section 3 of the Terrestrial Code and advised this should be included in Article 3.4.11.,
due to it being applicable to all Veterinary Medicinal Products, not only antimicrobials.

7. Providing recommendations and feedback — VSAFE — Andrés Garcia Campos

VSAFE is the pilot Veterinary Monitoring & Surveillance system for SFVP. It aims to collect incidents of suspected SFVP by
Members to monitor the situation and provide alerts to Members with recommendations on how to prevent, detect and respond
to SFVP circulating in countries.
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The AMRWG was asked to advise:

- Ifthe information of the dashboard in VSAFE is useful, or how can it be improved to be most helpful for Members?

- If raw materials should be included in the reporting system. If so, how (same vs separate reporting form,
communication modalities to members)?

- The criteria for disseminating global alert.
7.1. Discussion

The AMRWG discussed the VSAFE dashboard and agreed that it could be more useful with increased transparency
from Members to ensure that more detailed information is shown. Currently Members can only view their own data
without any restrictions but regional data for example, is limited. The AMRWG agreed that to address threats
appropriately, Members need as much data as possible and as such, raw data should also be included in future
evolutions of the VSAFE platform, particularly as raw Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients (API) that are substandard or
falsified could potentially enter many batches of VMPs.

When discussing a global alert system, the AMRWG acknowledged that the system must only provide information on
real global threats to maintain the trust of Members and avoid any inadvertent economic loss. The AMRWG
recommended that global events are monitored and a tiered system is used to communicate potential threats. This would
range from: 1) a preventative message conveying that there is unusual activity that WOAH is monitoring and 2) a global
threat. It was agreed that a clear policy and process would need to be identified as to at what stage Members would be
notified of any threat. Further advice included potentially modelling the Canadian outbreak monitoring system and
consulting pharmaceutical companies to understand their global alert systems.

8. Contributing to key WOAH activities — Request to the Aquatic Animal Health Standard Commission to update
Section 6 of Aquatic Animal Health Code — Dr Dante Mateo

WOAH has started to update the standards for terrestrial animals to address AMU and AMR. In May 2024, the updated
version of Chapter 6.10."Responsible and prudent use of antimicrobial agents in veterinary medicine’ was adopted. The
AMRWG recommended also updating the aquatic standards related to AMU and AMR. The Aquatic Animal Health Standards
Commission (AAHSC) agreed in its September 2024 meeting to review Section 6 and asked the AMR&VP Department, in
collaboration with the WOAH Collaborating Centre for Antimicrobial Stewardship for Aquaculture (CASA), to perform a gap
analysis to inform changes needed in Section 6. Section 6 of the Aquatic Animal Health Code will undergo a process of
updating, starting with Chapter 6.2. ‘Principles for responsible and prudent use of antimicrobial agents in aquatic animals’.

The AMRWG was asked to advise if a member of the AMRWG would like to be part of the ad hoc group responsible for the
revision of Chapter 6.2.

8.1. Discussion

Dr Dante Mateo explained that the ad hoc group responsible for the update of Chapter 6.2 will include one member of
the AMRWG, one member of the AAHSC and two experts from WOAH’s Collaborating Centres; additional expert help
will be sought where necessary. If the call within the Collaborating Centres network is unsuccessful, an open call will be
launched; the AMRWG requested to be updated on any open calls to share with their networks. The AMRWG agreed
that due to Canada launching surveillance on seafood at retail level and links to relevant aquatic networks from the
European Union, both Dr Carolee Carson and Mrs Barbara Freischem will be on the ad hoc group. Contacts of potential
relevant experts to assist with the update were shared from both Brazil and the Middle East Collaborating Centre.

The AMRWG discussed the importance of alignment between the Terrestrial and Aquatic Codes; Dr Dante Mateo
confirmed that whilst some content will differ and it will ultimately be the decision of the Commissions, the proposal is to
update the Aquatic Code in the same order that the Terrestrial Code has been updated to ensure that the Codes are
aligned.
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9. Providing recommendations and feedback — ANIMUSE Species Level Data Collection — Dr Delfy G6échez and
Dr Morgan Jeannin

ANIMUSE (the global database on ANImal antiMicrobial USE), enables country analyses of antimicrobial quantities, animal
biomass and adjusted rankings. More than 90 WOAH Members have used the ANIMUSE Calculation Module, reporting data
on veterinary medicinal products containing antimicrobial agents, with most Members also including target species
information. WOAH seeks to enhance data granularity for both antimicrobial use (AMU) (numerator) and animal biomass
(denominator). A Technical Expert Group (TEG) for AMU was created in 2024 to provide expert guidance on species-level
data collection, ensuring ANIMUSE continues to evolve and improve global AMU monitoring. Dr Carolee Carson represents
the AMRWG in the TEG.

The creation of Reporting Option 4 (species-specific use data) in the global AMU data collection will allow reporting of data at
animal species level.

The AMRWG was asked to advise on: 1) the outline and 2) timelines for reporting option 4.
9.1. Discussion

The ANIMUSE team stated that the largest challenge for reporting option 4 is how to provide guidance estimating
antimicrobials sales data per species, as most countries do this using different methodologies. The AMRWG advised
that marketing authorisation holders would be preferred over wholesalers, due to the information marketing authorisation
holders have on how much a multi-species product was used in a specific species — a wholesaler will know who the
product is sold to but not necessarily how it is used. The AMRWG advised that some species data is more reliable than
others, e.g. aquaculture is more precise than data on chickens and pigs, where products are often being prescribed for
both species in some countries.

The excel and word documents for AMU data collection at species level will be piloted in a selected number of countries
during the summer 2025, with the objective to launch option 4 reporting in September 2026 for the 11" round of
ANIMUSE data collection.

10. Providing recommendations and feedback — ANIMUSE 9% and 10t Round Data Collection — Dr Delfy Géchez and
Dr Morgan Jeannin

The 91" ANIMUSE report will be published in May 2025, during WOAH’s 92" General Session and will present AMU data for
2022. During this period, 111 countries provided validated quantitative data; 38 of which have public national reports.
Tetracyclines remain the most used antimicrobial class. Between 2020 and 2022, a 5% global decrease in AMU (mg/kg) was
observed, with tetracyclines declining by 26% and penicillins increasing by 18%.

As of 6" March 2025, the 10" round of ANIMUSE collection includes 129 participants (70% of WOAH’s membership), from
which 90% provided data at reporting option 3. Participation from Africa continues to decrease which WOAH would like to
explore. The number of countries which decided to be public in ANIMUSE increased from 12 (Dec. 2023) to 48 (March 2025).

The AMRWG was provided with an update of the 9" and 10" round data collection — no action was required of the AMRWG
but feedback was welcomed.

10.1. Discussion

The AMRWG discussed the possibility of increasing the number of reports by Members; the ANIMUSE team confirmed
that this is not the primary objective but more to empower countries to understand their own data and take action on
AMR. The ANIMUSE team is conducting workshops to demonstrate how to develop reports on AMU for countries who
are not currently producing reports.

11. Contributing to key WOAH activities — Update on Chapter 6.8 — Dr Ana Mateus
In September 2024, TAHSC agreed to update Chapter 6.8. ‘Harmonisation of national antimicrobial resistance surveillance

and monitoring programmes’ (last updated in 2018) of the Terrestrial Code. This decision followed a mapping exercise which
identified that the chapter did not include considerations on surveillance needs for antimicrobial resistance (AMR) on
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companion animals and on integrated surveillance across two or more sectors (animals and animal-derived food products,
humans, plants and the environment). In February 2025, TAHSC agreed with the Terms of Reference (ToR) for the ad hoc
group which will be responsible for the Chapter update.

The call for experts from Collaborating Centres will be launched in late April and end in May 2025, with appointment of ad hoc
group members planned for July 2025 and an inception meeting planned for July/August 2025. The ad hoc group will meet 1-
2 times per quarter online, with a two-day presential meeting in WOAH, Paris. TAHSC will be provided a progress report in
September 2025 and the AMRWG Secretariat will provide regular updates to and share drafts of the Chapter with the AMRWG
for feedback.

The AMRWG was asked to advise on 1) the expertise needed in the ad hoc group to revise Chapter 6.8 and 2) timescales
proposed for the revision.

11.1. Discussion

The AMRWG agreed that alignment and communication between the AMRWG and ad hoc group is important; to aid
communication, AMRWG member Arshnee Moodley will chair the ad hoc group. The AMRWG advised that it could be
helpful for the ad hoc group to include members from the government sector so that the Members’ viewpoint can also
be considered within the update of the Chapter.

Alejandro Dorado Garcia of FAO noted that the International FAO AMR Monitoring (InEFARM) System report, which will
be published this year, will include mapping information which may be helpful for this update and agreed to support the
revision of the chapter where possible. The AMRWG Secretariat agreed to provide the AMRWG with the update for
TAHSC in August 2025.

12. Informing Members of wider WOAH activities — Updates on the work of the Code Commission including
Biosecurity — Dr Joyce Heyward-Bowling & Dr Akinobu Kawamura (Standards Secretariat)

As biosecurity is considered to be a key component of tackling AMR, the AMRWG has closely followed the update and revision
of relevant chapters of the Terrestrial Code. Chapter 4X, which covers broad biosecurity principles beyond commercial
enterprises, was reviewed at TAHSC February 2025 meeting, during which, TAHSC agreed that it should be circulated for its
third round of comments and be presented for adoption at the General Session in May 2026.

Further updates from TAHSC included the proposal of 10 texts for adoption at the 2025 General Session, the circulation of 14
new or revised texts for comments and the creation of two new chapters on Nipah virus and Bovine Viral Diarrhoea Virus.

There was no action required of the AMRWG.
12.1. Discussion
The AMRWG requested to provide comments on the Chapter, which was approved, with a deadline of 4 July 2025. The

AMRWG was directed to both the February 2025 TAHSC report and the three previous ad hoc group report meetings
(December 2022, May 2023 and March 2024) for Chapter 4 X for further information.

13. Informing Members of wider WOAH activities — FAO update — Dr Alejandro Dorado Garcia

FAO has continued the implementation of the Reduce the Need for Antimicrobials on Farms for Sustainable Agrifood Systems
Transformation (RENOFARM) initiative, with 313 Members currently registered and the launch of a Community of Practice in
December 2024 (currently including over 500 experts). In 2025, FAO will further develop and pilot the 5G approach at farm
level by developing practical guidelines (covering best practices under 5G framework including Good Health Services, Good
Production Practices, Good Alternatives, Good Connection, and Good Incentives). FAO completed the first open call for data
to the INFARM system with more than 50 countries engaged, 28 submitting AMR data (>500.000 isolates) and continues the
work on digitalising the FAO-ATLASS tool. Governance initiatives included the launch of AMR-LEX and the Quadripartite One
Health Leqislative Assessment Tool for AMR, as well as the Progressive Management Pathway (PMP) for AMR.

There was no action required of the AMRWG.
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https://www.woah.org/en/document/report-of-the-meeting-of-the-ad-hoc-group-on-biosecurity-for-terrestrial-animals/
https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2024/10/a-ahg-report-chapter-4.x.biosecurity-march-2024.pdf
https://www.fao.org/antimicrobial-resistance/background/fao-role/renofarm/en/
https://www.fao.org/antimicrobial-resistance/resources/infarm-system/en/
https://www.fao.org/antimicrobial-resistance/resources/tools/fao-atlass/en/
https://amr-lex.fao.org/fr.html
https://www.qjsamr.org/technical-work/one-health-legislative-assessment-tool-on-amr
https://www.qjsamr.org/technical-work/one-health-legislative-assessment-tool-on-amr
https://www.fao.org/antimicrobial-resistance/resources/tools/fao-pmp-amr/fr/

13.1. Discussion

The AMRWG discussed the importance of minimising any overlap between FAO and WOAH’s activities and as such,
avoiding confusion for Members, particularly considering the recent FAO survey on SFVPs and feedback from Members
during field exercises noting the overlap of activities. Dr Alejandro Dorado Garcia agreed on the need of a more
synergised approach and coordination.

The AMRWG recommended that both alignment and communication between FAO and WOAH needs to be improved.
The AMRWG also discussed the possibility of developing AMU stewardship guidelines jointly in the future, with Dr
Alejandro Dorado Garcia suggesting that WOAH materials could also be shared through its RENOFARM community.

14. Informing Members of wider WOAH activities — WHO update — Dr Jorge Matheu

WHO has recently endorsed Resolution WHA A77/5 which addresses the organisation’s strategic and operational priorities to
address drug-resistant bacterial infections in human health between 2024-2035. Dr Jorge Matheu provided an update on
some of WHO'’s 13 core interventions to reduce and slow the development of AMR. These include the Global Antimicrobial
Resistance and Use Surveillance Systems (GLASS-AMC and GLASS-AMR), which 140 (72.2%) out of its 194 Members are
currently enrolled in; from these, 31% have met the target for 70% use of antibiotics in the WHO Access category in humans
(UNGA 2024 Political Declaration, commitment #63).

There was no action required of the AMRWG.
14.1. Discussion

The AMRWG asked Dr Matheu about plans for WHO to develop a list of medically important antifungals, which Dr
Matheu confirmed is not currently planned for the immediate future.

The AMRWG discussed the upcoming revision of the Global Action Plan (GAP) on AMR of the Quadripartite
organisations as per the recommendation #25 of the UNGA 2024 Political Declaration to ensure that it follows a
multisectoral, One Health approach. Dr Yugueros-Marcos explained that each organisation will run consultations with its
own respective Membership and WOAH will use the AMRWG to facilitate the review and consultation process with
WOAH Members.

The AMRWG discussed the attendance of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) at the AMRWG
meetings, noting that due to capacity constraint UNEP is currently unable to attend; written updates or virtual
presentations from UNEP on their activities would be appreciated by the AMRWG if attendance of the AMRWG meetings
is not possible.
15. Providing recommendations and feedback - WOAH’s Observatory — 2025 General Session Side Event
Following the adoption of Resolution 36 at the 2018 General Session, WOAH'’s Data Integration Department (DID) was created
to assess the high level implementation of WOAH’s standards and understand the challenges and successes associated with
their implementation. The DID’s Observatory will be hosting a side event during the 2025 General Session to present a preview
of its 2025 report and hold a panel discussion on indicators of AMU, AMR and One Health aspects of the report.
The AMRWG was asked to advise if a member of the group could participate in the panel discussion.
15.1. Discussion
The AMRWG Chair, Dr Tomoko Ishibashi, confirmed that she will participate as a panellist in the Observatory’s side event.

16. Providing recommendations and feedback — Autogenous vaccines — Dr Maria Szabo

The Technical Expert Group on Autogenous Vaccines (TEG-AV) drafted a reflection paper on autogenous vaccines, including
recommendations on the future development of relevant standards or guidelines (i.e., guidance for quality, safety and efficacy),
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as tools to reduce the need to use antimicrobials. The document is undergoing consultation from external stakeholders,
including WHO and FAO between March — June 2025, after which, the AMRWG may be consulted for further advice.

The AMRWG was not asked to provide any specific advice during the AMRWG meeting but any feedback was welcomed.
16.1. Discussion

The AMRWG noted that the definition of ‘autogenous vaccines’ is not globally agreed and that a distinction between
‘autogenous vaccines’ and ‘fully authorised vaccines’ is required, to reflect the differences in authorisation between the
two, particularly as both types of vaccines are commercially available. The AMRWG agreed that an explanation of the
definition used also needs to be included in the ‘Purpose’ section of the document for increased clarity for readers. As
part of WOAH’s role in the global context is to create definitions, the AMRWG agreed that WOAH should provide a
definition for autogenous vaccines and fully authorised vaccines.

17. Providing recommendations and feedback — Alternatives to antimicrobials — Dr Maria Szabé

In January 2025, the Technical Experts Group on Alternatives to Antimicrobials (TEG-AtA) requested AMRWG feedback on
the scope of the outlines of the upcoming article on alternatives to antimicrobials. Once completed, the article will be published
in one or more of WOAH publications, such as the WOAH bulletin and newsletter.

The AMRWG was asked to provide feedback on the outline of the upcoming article on alternatives to antimicrobials.
17.1. Discussion

The AMRWG discussed the broad scope of the article and the difficulty in using the term ‘Alternatives to Antimicrobials’,
noting that not all treatments referenced are an adequate replacement for antimicrobials; instead the distinction between
preventative measures such as biosecurity and alternatives to antimicrobials needs to be recognised. The AMRWG
agreed that amending the title to ‘Alternative treatments to antimicrobials’ may be more appropriate. The AMRWG
informed that a definition will be developed and included in the upcoming WOAH'’s e-modules in Competency Package
8-'Prudent use of antimicrobials and other veterinary products’. The AMRWG agreed to send any further comments to
Dr Szabo by 17 April 2025.

18. Contributing to key WOAH activities — Report for the General Session May 2025 — Dr Tomoko Ishibashi

The AMRWG discussed and agreed the key AMR updates for WOAH’s General Session in May 2025, these will include
changes to the AMRWG membership with the 2025 departure of Dr Tomoko Ishibashi and Dr Stephen Page and updates on
the VSAFE and ANIMUSE workstreams.

19. Contributing to key WOAH activities — AMRWG workplan validation — Dr Javier Yugueros-Marcos

The AMRWG reviewed the group’s workplan and validated the addition of actions discussed during this meeting.

20. Contributing to key WOAH activities — AMRWG recruitment — Dr Tomoko Ishibashi

A recruitment call was launched in December 2024 for two new AMRWG members from the Asia and the Pacific region to
replace Tomoko Ishibashi and Stephen Page. In March 2025, the AMRWG Secretariat shared a shortlist of 13 candidates for
the AMRWG and Asia and the Pacific regional and sub-regional representation offices to review. This feedback was reviewed
during the AMRWG and based on the discussion a refined shortlist of candidates will be created by the AMRWG Secretariat
for the consideration of WOAH'’s Director General (DG). It is expected that DG will confirm the new Members before the 2025
General Session. The new AMRWG members will be expected to attend the next AMRWG meeting.

21. Any other business and date of next meeting

The AMRWG will next meet between 30" September — 2" October 2025.

/Annexes...
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Dr Tomoko Ishibashi
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