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World Organisation for Animal Health

Subject: Update on Highly pathogenic avian 
influenza (H5N1) in wild red foxes in Sweden

In accordance with Article 1.1.5 of the Terrestrial Animal Health Code we 
would hereby like to update the World Organisation for Animal Health and 
Member Countries on highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI), subtype 
H5N1, in wild red foxes (Vulpes vulpes) in Sweden. We reported to WOAH 
in August 2023 about several cases in the eastern part of Sweden, not far 
from Stockholm.

We would like to provide an update, due to confirmation in an additional red 
fox in December 2023. Five red foxes were shot by a hunter between 
August and December, 2023. They were all sent to the Swedish National 
Reference Laboratory for avian influenza (Swedish Veterinary Agency) in 
December, 2023. One of the foxes, shot in August in the municipality of 
Hjo, on the western shore of Lake Vättern, tested positive for HPAI. The 
diagnosis was confirmed on 29 December 2023 by real time PCR. 

Please refer to the map summarizing all 14 findings of highly pathogenic 
avian influenza, H5N1 in wild mammals (red foxes) in Sweden in 2023. We 
also intend update our text in the coming report to WOAH for 2023 and to 
EFSA.

Anna Brådenmark
Deputy Chief Veterinary Officer

Godkänd 2024-01-15 av Anna Brådenmark
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