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World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH) 

12 rue de Prony 

75017 Paris 

FRANCE 

File: 2023-14-24-01882 

Ref. MIFCA 

Date: 25-09-2023 

Dear Dr. Monique Eloit, 

I would like to inform you about the detection of highly pathogenic avian influenza 

(HPAI) subtype H5N1 in harbor seals (Phoca vitulina) in Denmark. 

On September 8th and 21st 2023, HPAI H5N1 was confirmed in samples from 9 wild 

harbor seals by the national reference laboratory, Statens Serum Institut. The wild 

harbor seals were found dead in a coastal area where HPAI H5N1 was also detected 

in dead mute swans (Cygnus olor).  

The Danish Veterinary and Food Administration (DVFA) assess that the above men-

tions outbreak does not comply with neither the definition of “Infection with high 

pathogenicity avian influenza viruses” nor the definition of “Infection of birds other 

than poultry, including wild birds, with influenza A viruses of high pathogenicity” in 

the Terrestrial Code. Furthermore, it is known that avian influenza can also cross the 

species barrier and infect mammals1, including harbor seals (Phoca vitulina)2. The 

DVFA has therefore not submitted an immediate notification.  

The information is transmitted in the context of Article 1.1.5 in order to provide the 

WOAH with other important animal health information. 

Yours sincerely 

Michelle Fischer Carlsen 

on behalf of 

Charlotte Vilstrup Castle 

CVO, Denmark 

 

                                                             
1 Avian Influenza - WOAH - World Organisation for Animal Health 

2 Scientific report Art_31_ AI monitoring_March 2019 (europa.eu) 

https://www.woah.org/en/disease/avian-influenza/
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2021-12/AI%20Report%20XVIII_draft_published.pdf

