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Terms of reference 
Background 

Chapter 1.5. Criteria for listing species as susceptible to infection with a specific pathogenic agent of the Aquatic Code, 
provides criteria for determining which host species are listed as susceptible in Article X.X.2. of each disease-specific 
chapter in the Aquatic Code.  

Assessments for all of the WOAH listed diseases are being undertaken progressively by ad hoc Groups. Once 
completed, the revised list of susceptible species in the relevant Article X.X.2. of the Aquatic Code is circulated for 
Member comment and then presented for adoption.  

Species, where there is some evidence of susceptibility but insufficient evidence to demonstrate susceptibility are 
included in the relevant disease-specific chapter in the Aquatic Manual.  

The ad hoc Group on Susceptibility of crustacean species to infection with WOAH listed diseases completed 
assessments for most WOAH-listed diseases in 2015-2016, but has not met since.  

Purpose  

The ad hoc Group on Susceptibility of crustacean species to infection with WOAH listed diseases will undertake 
assessments for infection with decapod iridescent virus 1 (DIV1) in crustaceans, a new WOAH listed disease, adopted 
in 2021. 

Terms of Reference 

1)  Review relevant literature documenting susceptibility of species for infection with DIV1 and apply the criteria, 
as outlined in Chapter 1.5. Criteria for listing species as susceptible to infection with a specific pathogen, to 
potential host species.  

2) Determine susceptible species for infection with DIV1 based on Article 1.5.7. 

3) Determine species with incomplete evidence for susceptibility for infection with DIV1 based on Article 1.5.8.  

Expected outputs of the ad hoc Group 

1) Propose a list of susceptible species for inclusion in the Article 9.10.2. of Chapter 9.10., Infection with DIV1, in 
the Aquatic Code.  

2)  Propose a list of species with incomplete evidence for susceptibility for inclusion in Section 2.2.2 and Section 
2.2.2. of Chapter 2.2.X. Infection with DIV1 of the Aquatic Manual (to be developed). 

3) A report for consideration by the Aquatic Animals Commission at its September 2023 meeting. 
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