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Annex 6 

Original: English 
October 2021 

REPORT OF THE VIRTUAL MEETING OF THE OIE AD HOC GROUP ON THE EVALUATION 
OF CLASSICAL SWINE FEVER STATUS OF MEMBERS 

26 and  28 October 2021 

_____ 

A virtual meeting of the OIE ad hoc Group on the Evaluation of Classical swine fever (CSF) Status of Members 
(hereafter the Group) was held from on 26 and 28 October 2021. 

1. Opening 

Dr Montserrat Arroyo, Deputy Director General for International Standards and Sciences of the OIE, welcomed 
the Group. She thanked the experts for their availability and contribution to the work of the OIE and extended 
her appreciation to their international organisations, institutes and national governments for allowing their 
participation in this meeting. Dr Arroyo acknowledged the amount of work before, during and that would be 
done after the ad hoc Group meeting in reviewing the dossiers and writing the report. Dr Arroyo thanked the 
Group for its commitment and support to the OIE in fulfilling the mandates given by Members. 

Dr Arroyo highlighted the importance of the quality of the report to be scrutinised by Members before adopting 
the proposed list of countries free from CSF. She also encouraged the Group to continue providing detailed 
feedback to Members with a negative outcome to support them in identifying the main gaps and points for 
improvement to achieve their desired CSF free status, as well as providing informative recommendations to 
those Members with positive outcomes for further improvement in maintenance of their CSF free status. 

Dr Arroyo highlighted the sensitivity and confidentiality of the dossiers received for official recognition and 
thanked the experts for having signed the updated forms for undertaking of confidentiality. She also mentioned 
that if any members of the Group had any conflict of interest in the evaluation of a dossier, the expert(s) should 
withdraw from the discussions and decision making of the particular application.  

The experts and the OIE welcomed Drs Katsuhiko Fukai, Žilvinas Ilevičius and Weerapong Thanapongtharm 
as new members of the Group. 

2. Adoption of the agenda and appointment of chairperson and rapporteur 

The Group was chaired by Dr Mario Eduardo Peña Gonzalez. Dr Mary-Louise Penrith acted as rapporteur, with 
the support of the OIE Secretariat. The Group endorsed the proposed agenda.  

The Terms of reference, agenda and list of participants are presented as Appendices I, II and III, respectively. 

3. Evaluation of applications from Members for official recognition of a CSF free country status 

The Group assessed a request from a Member for the official recognition of a CSF free country status. The 
Group concluded that the application did not meet the requirements of the Terrestrial Code. The dossier was 
referred back to the applicant Member. 



Annex 6 (contd) AHG Evaluation of CSF status of Members/October 2021 

76 Scientific Commission/February 2022 

4. Other matters 

The Group noted that there is a lack of scientific evidence currently available to indicate that peccaries are 
playing a significant role in the epidemiology of CSF. Therefore, the Group recommended the OIE to review 
and amend the Technical Disease Card on CSF accordingly; the Group proposed text and provided the scientific 
references.   

5. Adoption of report  

The ad hoc Group reviewed and amended the draft report. The Group agreed that the report would be subject 
to a short period of circulation to the Group for comments and adoption. Upon circulation, the Group agreed 
that the report captured the discussions. 

_______________________________________ 
…/Appendices 
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Appendix I  

VIRTUAL MEETING OF THE AD HOC GROUP ON THE EVALUATION 
OF CLASSICAL SWINE FEVER STATUS OF MEMBERS 

26 and 28 October 2021 

________ 

TERMS OF REFERENCE 

Purpose  

The purpose of the ad hoc Group on the evaluation of classical swine fever (CSF) status of Members (the Group) is 
to evaluate applications for official recognition of CSF status of Members.  

Background  

In accordance with the OIE procedure for official recognition of animal health status, OIE Members can be officially 
recognised by the OIE as having a  CSF free status through the adoption of a resolution by the World Assembly of 
Delegates of the OIE (the Assembly) in May every year. A Member wishing to apply for the official recognition of 
its CSF free status should complete and submit the questionnaire laid out in Chapter 1.9. of the OIE Terrestrial 
Animal Health Code (Terrestrial Code) and comply with all requirements specified in the Terrestrial Code. The OIE 
Scientific Commission for Animal Diseases (Scientific Commission) is responsible for undertaking, on behalf of the 
Assembly, the assessment of OIE Members' applications for their compliance with OIE standards. The assessment 
carried out by the Scientific Commission is based on the recommendations formulated by a relevant ad hoc Group. 
Ad hoc groups are convened under the authority of and report to the OIE Director General. 

Specific issues to be addressed  

The Group will evaluate Members’ applications in detail on their compliance with the requirements specified in the 
Terrestrial Code for CSF. Based on the evaluations, the Group will provide its conclusions and recommendations to 
the Scientific Commission.  

Prerequisites  

The Group members should: 

 Sign the OIE Undertaking on Confidentiality of information (if not done already); 
 Complete the Declaration of Interest Form; 
 Understand that the membership of the Group may be retained between its meetings to ensure continuity of 

the work. 

Actions to deliver  

Before the meeting 

Upon reception of an application from a Member, the Status Department (SD) conducts a preliminary screening to 
check the conformity of the dossier (structure of the dossier in accordance with the SOP and with the questionnaire 
under Chapter 1.9. of the Terrestrial Code, main sections of the questionnaire, regular notification to the OIE, 
payment of the fee, OIE Performance of Veterinary Services (PVS) report, etc.). If an information gap is identified, 
the SD requests additional information from the Member.  

As the PVS reports are bound by the OIE rules on confidentiality of information, the SD and experts will consider 
for the evaluation the available PVS report(s) if not obsolete (PVS reports from more than five years ago) or 
confidential.  

The SD will send the working documents to the Group, including the dossiers received from applicant Members, at 
least one month before the Group meeting (i.e., 24 September 2021).  

The experts can request support from the SD at any time. 

https://www.oie.int/en/animal-health-in-the-world/official-disease-status/official-recognition-policy-and-procedures/
https://www.oie.int/index.php?id=169&L=0&htmfile=chapitre_selfdeclaration_CSF.htm
https://www.oie.int/en/international-standard-setting/specialists-commissions-groups/scientific-commission-reports/
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The SD suggests the nomination of a Chair and Rapporteur for the Group’s consideration.  

The SD can suggest a preparatory meeting with the Chair, the Rapporteur or all experts to address specific points in 
advance, if needed. 

The experts are expected to:  

 Be familiar with Chapters 1.9. and 15.2. of the Terrestrial Code; 
 Evaluate and study in detail all dossiers provided by the OIE;  
 Take into account any other information available in the public domain that is considered pertinent for the 

evaluation of the dossiers; 
 Summarise the dossiers according to the Terrestrial Code requirements by completing the summary tables 

provided by the SD (the summary tables will be provided at a later stage along with the working documents 
for the meeting). Experts are expected to capture and summarise in each corresponding section of the 
summary table the main gaps as well as strengths identified during the assessment of the dossiers, using 
extracted texts or reference to pages/annexes from the application;  

 Draft questions to the applicant Member whenever the analysis of the dossiers identifies incomplete or 
unclear information;  

 Submit to the SD the completed summary tables for each application together with possible questions for 
the applicant Members at least 10 days before the teleconference and preferably by 15 October 2021;  

The SD will compile the summary tables and the questions to be forwarded to the applicant Members before the 
teleconference. All subsequent information and material provided by a Member will be forwarded to the Group.  

During the meeting 

 Agree on the appointment of the Chair and Rapporteur of the meeting (the Chair will lead the discussion 
and the Rapporteur will ensure that the report reflects the discussion and captures the detailed assessment of 
the dossiers); 

 Mention any potential conflict of interest and, if relevant, withdraw him/herself from the discussion; 
 Contribute to the discussions; 
 Provide a detailed report in order to recommend, to the Scientific Commission, the Member(s) and/or zone(s) 

to be recognised (or not) as free from CSF and to indicate any information gaps or specific areas that should 
be addressed in the future by the applicant Members. 

If during the teleconference the Group decides that additional information should be requested from an applicant 
Member before an informed conclusion can be drawn, the SD can request it and forward the additional information 
to the Group at a later date. The Chair is responsible for coordinating the finalisation of the assessment and for 
ensuring that the views of all members of the Group are taken into consideration. 

Should the Group not be able to complete its Terms of Reference during this meeting, experts’ contributions will be 
solicited after the meeting, including by teleconference if needed.  

After the meeting 

The SD will circulate the draft report after the teleconference is over. Experts are expected to contribute to the 
finalisation of the report within approximately one week.   

The SD will circulate the final version of the report to the Group once endorsed by the Scientific Commission and is 
published online. 

Deliverables  

A detailed report to recommend to the Scientific Commission whether an applicant Member(s) should be (or not) 
recognised with an official CSF free status. The report should indicate any information gaps or specific areas that 
should be addressed in the future by the Members.  

Reporting / timeline  

The OIE will circulate the draft report no more than seven days after the teleconference (no later than 4 November 
2021) and the Group will finalise its report within ten days (indicative deadline: 15 November 2021).   

____________ 

https://www.oie.int/index.php?id=169&L=0&htmfile=chapitre_selfdeclaration_CSF.htm
https://www.oie.int/index.php?id=169&L=0&htmfile=chapitre_csf.htm
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Appendix II 

VIRTUAL MEETING OF THE AD HOC GROUP ON THE EVALUATION 
OF CLASSICAL SWINE FEVER STATUS OF MEMBERS 

26 and 28 October 2021 

________ 

Agenda 

1. Opening 

2. Adoption of the agenda and appointment of Chairperson and Rapporteur 

3. Evaluation of applications from Members for official recognition of CSF free country status  

4. Other matters 

5. Adoption of the report 

 
____________ 
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Appendix III  

AD HOC GROUP ON THE EVALUATION 
OF CLASSICAL SWINE FEVER STATUS OF MEMBERS 

26 and 28 October 2021 
_______ 

List of Participants 

MEMBERS 

Dr Celia Antognoli 
USDA APHIS Veterinary Services 
2150 Centre Avenue, Building B 
Mail Stop 3E13 
Fort Collins Colorado 80525 
USA 
 
Dr Katsuhiko Fukai 
National Institute of Animal Health 
Department of Exotic Diseases 
6-20-1 Josui-Honcho 
Kodaira 
Tokyo 187-0022 
JAPAN 
 

Dr Mario Eduardo Peña Gonzalez  
Director of Classical Swine Fever 
Erradication Area and Swine Health. 
PorkColombia Association 
Calle 37 # 16 - 52  
Bogotá D.C. 
COLOMBIA 
 
Dr Žilvinas Ilevičius 
European Commission 
DG Health and Food Safety (SANTE) 
G.2. – Animal health 
B232 03/42 
B-1049 Belgium 
BRUSSELS  
 

Prof Mary-Louise Penrith 
Department of Veterinary Tropical Diseases 
Faculty of Veterinary Science 
University of Pretoria 
P/Bag X04 
Onderstepoort 0110 
SOUTH AFRICA 
 
Dr Weerapong Thanapongtharm 
Department of Livestock Development 
Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives 
69/1 Phayatai Road 
Ratchathewi 
Bangkok 10400 
THAILAND 
 

REPRESENTATIVE OF THE SCIENTIFIC COMMISSION 

Dr Silvia Bellini  
Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale della Lombardia  
e dell’Emilia Romagna “Bruno Ubertini” 
Via Bianchi 9 
25124 Brescia 
ITALY 

OIE HEADQUARTERS 

Dr Montserrat Arroyo 
Deputy Director General 
oie@oie.int 
 
Dr Neo Mapitse 
Head of Department 
Status Department 
disease.status@oie.int 
 

Dr Marija Popovic 
Chargée de mission 
Status Department 
disease.status@oie.int 
 
Dr Anna-Maria Baka  
Chargée de mission 
Status Department 
disease.status@oie.int 
 

Dr Shadi Henchiri  
Chargé de mission 
Status Department 
disease.status@oie.int 
 

 

mailto:oie@oie.int
mailto:disease.status@oie.int
mailto:disease.status@oie.int
mailto:disease.status@oie.int
mailto:disease.status@oie.int
mailto:disease.status@oie.int
mailto:disease.status@oie.int

	Annex 6
	Original: English
	October 2021
	MEMBERS


