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Introduction 
The World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH) is the international reference organisation that 
fosters global commitment to improve animal health and welfare and veterinary public health 
worldwide, by recognising value in diversity, promoting fairness and inclusion, encouraging trust and 
instilling purpose. 

Its Seventh Strategic Plan focuses on scientific expertise, data governance, responding to 
Members’ needs, and efficiency and agility. 

The World Organisation for Animal Health views open access as a way of responding to these focus 
areas. 

 
What is open access? 
As defined by Open Society Foundations, open access is ‘a publishing and distribution model that 
makes scholarly research literature — much of which is funded by taxpayers around the world — 
freely available to the public online, without restrictions’. 

 
What is the aim of the WOAH Open Access Policy? 
To ensure that the scientific information and data generated by research or studies performed by 
WOAH or published through its imprint: 

• are shared equitably worldwide 
• can be built upon to improve scientific knowledge. 

 
What does WOAH publish? 
The World Organisation for Animal Health publishes international standards, journals (Review & 
Bulletin), books, and reports, guidelines and other ad-hoc information products, as deemed 
appropriate by WOAH senior management. 

 
What is WOAH’s Open Access Policy for its publications? 
All WOAH research articles, international standards, reports and guidelines are fully open access 
(can be read, downloaded and shared freely), unless restrictions apply, in which case this will be 
clearly indicated.  

Under the WOAH OA Policy, in adherence with Plan S, from the date of publication of this policy, 
WOAH publications, including international standards, journals, reports, guidelines and other ad-
hoc information products, will have the following attributes. 

Copyright and licensing 
1. Items are published under Creative Commons 3.0 Intergovernmental Organization Licences. 
2. The default Creative Commons licence for publications published solely by WOAH is 

Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 IGO (CC BY-SA 3.0 IGO). 
3. For co-publications with our Tripartite partners, the default Creative Commons licence is 

Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 3.0 IGO (CC BY-NC-SA 3.0 
IGO). 

4. For other publications, WOAH encourages the use of CC BY-SA 3.0 IGO but the 
decision on which licence to use will be made on a case-by-case basis. 

5. Details of the licence used will appear on the copyright page of applicable WOAH publications. 
6. WOAH publications will not apply CC licences retrospectively prior to the date of 

https://www.woah.org/en/document/seventh-strategic-plan/
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/explainers/what-open-access
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/publications/scientific-and-technical-review/
https://bulletin.woah.org/
https://www.coalition-s.org/why-plan-s/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/igo/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/igo/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/igo/


publication of this policy. 
7. Creative Commons licences merely indicate the copyright terms for the use of WOAH 

material, but are not copyright in themselves. 
8. WOAH retains copyright of all intellectual property authored by the organisation or its staff.1  
9. WOAH publications are not always eligible for a CC 3.0 IGO licence, for instance when their 

copyright is shared with another organisation that does not comply with OA or material 
which is restricted. Again, this will be clearly stated on the copyright page of the publication. 
Archiving 

10. WOAH self-archiving: Items are published on WOAH’s website or on its archival platform.2,3 
Articles with DOIs are freely available via the PubMed LinkOut registry service. 

11. Non-WOAH author archiving: Non-WOAH authors who publish journal articles under 
WOAH’s CC licences may deposit pre-prints or final versions of their articles in their 
institutional repositories, providing these have already been published by WOAH and upon 
inclusion of the relevant citation (authors, article title, volume and issue number, year of 
publication and DOI).  
Fees & embargo 

12. WOAH does not charge OA fees or author processing charges (APCs). 
13. There is no fee for access. 
14. There is no lag period or embargo for access. 

Persistent identifiers 
15. Publications are assigned unique identifiers (DOIs) and are declared post-publication to 

CrossRef, of which WOAH is a member. 
 
Research data 
The World Organisation for Animal Health embraces the Open Data movement. As defined by 
the EU, scientific research data is ‘data underlying publications and/or other data (such as 
curated but unpublished datasets or raw data)’. WOAH is in the process of creating a policy 
outlining the steps it is taking towards making its datasets freely available for reuse. 

 
1 For WOAH international standards or WOAH institutional reports, the author is considered to be WOAH. 
2 ‘For the purpose of Plan S, Open Access platforms are publishing platforms for the original publication of research output 
(such as Wellcome Open Research or Gates Open Research). Platforms that merely serve to aggregate or re-publish 
content that has already been published elsewhere are not considered as such.’ See www.coalition-s.org/addendum-to-the-
coalition-s-guidance-on-the-implementation-of-plan-s/principles-and-implementation/. The Terrestrial Animal Health Code, 
Aquatic Animal Health Code, Manual of Diagnostic Tests and Vaccines for Terrestrial Animals, Manual of Diagnostic Tests 
for Aquatic Animals, reports and guidelines are published on WOAH’s website with previous editions archived on WOAH’s 
archival platform. The Review is published directly on WOAH’s archival platform and the Bulletin is first published online and 
subsequently archived on WOAH’s archival platform. 
3 Pre-prints of WOAH Scientific and Technical Review articles are published online as soon as the article has been accepted. 
 

https://doc.woah.org/dyn/portal/index.xhtml?page=home
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/projects/linkout/
https://www.crossref.org/
http://www.coalition-s.org/addendum-to-the-coalition-s-guidance-on-the-implementation-of-plan-s/principles-and-implementation/
http://www.coalition-s.org/addendum-to-the-coalition-s-guidance-on-the-implementation-of-plan-s/principles-and-implementation/
http://www.coalition-s.org/addendum-to-the-coalition-s-guidance-on-the-implementation-of-plan-s/principles-and-implementation/
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/aquatic-code-online-access/
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-manual-online-access/
https://www.oie.int/standard-setting/terrestrial-manual/access-online/
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/aquatic-manual-online-access/
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/aquatic-manual-online-access/
https://doc.woah.org/dyn/portal/index.xhtml?page=home
https://doc.woah.org/dyn/portal/index.xhtml?page=home
https://doc.woah.org/dyn/portal/index.xhtml?page=home
https://doc.woah.org/dyn/portal/index.xhtml?page=home
https://bulletin.woah.org/
https://doc.woah.org/dyn/portal/index.xhtml?page=home
https://doc.woah.org/
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/publications/scientific-and-technical-review/#ui-id-7


Copyright pages for WOAH publications 
 
CC BY-SA 3.0 IGO 
Required citation: Author [corporate or personal] (Year of publication). – Publication title. 
Publication Series. Place of publication, Publisher (if different to author), Number of pages. DOI 
or URL [short if available]. Licence: CC BY-SA 3.0 IGO. 

The designations employed and the presentation of material in this information product do not 
imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on behalf of the World Organisation for Animal 
Health (WOAH) concerning the legal or development status of any country, territory, city or area 
or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. The mention of 
specific companies or products of manufacturers, whether or not these have been patented, 
does not imply that these have been endorsed or recommended by WOAH in preference to 
others of a similar nature that are not mentioned. 

The responsibility for the interpretation and use of the material lies with the reader, and in no 
event shall WOAH be liable for damages arising from such interpretation or use. The views 
expressed in this information product are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect 
the views or policies of WOAH. 

 
© WOAH, Year 

 

Some rights reserved. This work is made available under the Creative Commons Attribution-
ShareAlike 3.0 IGO licence (CC BY-SA 3.0 IGO; https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-
sa/3.0/igo/legalcode). Under the terms of this licence, this work may be copied, redistributed 
and adapted, provided that the work is appropriately cited. In any use of this work, there should 
be no suggestion that WOAH endorses any specific organisation, product or service. The use of 
the WOAH logo is not permitted. If the work is adapted, then it must be licensed under the same 
or equivalent Creative Commons licence. If a translation of this work is created, it must include 
the following disclaimer along with the required citation: ‘This translation was not created by the 
World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH). WOAH is not responsible for the content or 
accuracy of this translation. The original English edition shall be the authoritative edition.’ 

Disputes arising under the licence that cannot be settled amicably will be resolved by mediation 
and arbitration as described in Article 8 of the licence except as otherwise provided herein. The 
applicable mediation rules will be the mediation rules of the World Intellectual Property 
Organization (http://www.wipo.int/amc/en/mediation/rules) and any arbitration will be in 
accordance with the Arbitration Rules of the United Nations Commission on International Trade 
Law (UNCITRAL). 

Third-party materials. Users wishing to reuse material from this work that is attributed to a third 
party, such as tables, figures or images, are responsible for determining whether permission is 
needed for that reuse and for obtaining permission from the copyright holder. The risk of 
claims resulting from infringement of any third-party-owned component in the work rests solely 
with the user. 

Sales, rights and licensing. WOAH information products are available on the WOAH website 
(www.woah.org) and can be purchased through www.woah.org/en/ebookshop/. 

http://www.wipo.int/amc/en/mediation/rules
https://www.woah.org/
https://www.woah.org/en/ebookshop/


CC BY-NC-SA 3.0 IGO 
Required citation: Author [corporate or personal] (Year of publication). – Publication title. 
Publication Series. Place of publication, Publisher (if different to author), Number of pages. (DOI 
or URL [short if available]). Licence: CC BY-NC- SA 3.0 IGO. 

The designations employed and the presentation of material in this information product do not 
imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on behalf of the World Organisation for Animal 
Health (WOAH) concerning the legal or development status of any country, territory, city or area 
or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. The mention of 
specific companies or products of manufacturers, whether or not these have been patented, 
does not imply that these have been endorsed or recommended by WOAH in preference to 
others of a similar nature that are not mentioned. 

The responsibility for the interpretation and use of the material lies with the reader, and in no 
event shall WOAH be liable for damages arising from such interpretation or use. The views 
expressed in this information product are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect 
the views or policies of WOAH. 

© WOAH, Year 

 

Some rights reserved. This work is made available under the Creative Commons Attribution-
Non Commercial-ShareAlike 3.0 IGO licence (CC BY-NC-SA 3.0 IGO; 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/igo/legalcode). Under the terms of this 
licence, this work may be copied, redistributed and adapted for non-commercial purposes, 
provided that the work is appropriately cited. In any use of this work, there should be no 
suggestion that WOAH endorses any specific organisation, product or service. The use of the 
WOAH logo is not permitted. If the work is adapted, then it must be licensed under the same or 
equivalent Creative Commons licence. If a translation of this work is created, it must include the 
following disclaimer along with the required citation: ‘This translation was not created by the 
World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH). WOAH is not responsible for the content or 
accuracy of this translation. The original English edition shall be the authoritative edition.’ 

Disputes arising under the licence that cannot be settled amicably will be resolved by mediation 
and arbitration as described in Article 8 of the licence except as otherwise provided herein. The 
applicable mediation rules will be the mediation rules of the World Intellectual Property 
Organization (http://www.wipo.int/amc/en/mediation/rules) and any arbitration will be in 
accordance with the Arbitration Rules of the United Nations Commission on International Trade 
Law (UNCITRAL). 

Third-party materials. Users wishing to reuse material from this work that is attributed to a third 
party, such as tables, figures or images, are responsible for determining whether permission is 
needed for that reuse and for obtaining permission from the copyright holder. The risk of 
claims resulting from infringement of any third-party- owned component in the work rests 
solely with the user. 

Sales, rights and licensing. WOAH information products are available on the WOAH website 
(www.woah.org) and can be purchased through www.woah.org/en/ebookshop/. Requests 
for commercial use and queries regarding rights and licensing should be submitted to: 
publications.unit@woah.org.  

http://www.wipo.int/amc/en/mediation/rules)
mailto:publications.unit@woah.org.
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