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REPORT OF THE MEETING OF THE OIE FOOT AND MOUTH DISEASE
AND OTHER EPIZOOTICS COMMISSION

Paris, 25, 26 and 31 May 2002

A meeting of the OIE Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD) and Other Epizootics Commission was held at the OIE
headquarters on 25, 26 and 31 May. The Agenda and List of Participants are given at Appendices I and II,
respectively.

1. Joint meeting with the International Animal Health Code Commission

The Commissions considered the comments that had been submitted on the draft FMD chapter for the
International Animal Health Code (the Code).

2. Application from South Africa for the recovery of the status of a foot and mouth disease
free zone without vaccination

Prior to the OIE General Session, the South African Delegation presented details of surveillance and other
measures carried out after the introduction of FMD into its previously free zone in September 2000. Only
19 months had passed since the last outbreak; according to the then current (tenth edition, 2001) edition of
the Code, the status of a free zone without vaccination cannot be reinstated if there has been an outbreak
during the past 2 years. However, during the General Session held from 27 to 31 May 2002, the OIE
International Committee adopted a modified draft Code chapter on FMD; according to this chapter, the
status of FMD free zone where vaccination is not practised can be recovered if no outbreaks have occurred
during the past 12 months. Therefore, the Commission, at its 31 May meeting, completed the review of the
technical file of the application from South Africa and granted the recovery of the FMD free zone without
vaccination.

3. Zoning and Regionalisation

The Commission was asked to address the problem of countries that are declared by the OIE to be free of a
disease that then have an outbreak and want to use zoning as a means of managing the outbreak. The FMD
Commission would need to develop procedures according to which countries could seek rapid recognition
of free zones. These zones could include, but not be limited to, overseas territories. In order to take this
emergency action, the International Committee would need to grant authority to the Commission to
evaluate such requests as well as the authority to make appropriate decisions without recourse to the
International Committee in all cases. The Commission decided to develop such a procedure at its July 2002
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meeting and present a proposal to the International Committee in May 2003. The Central Bureau will
develop for the Commission’s review a draft questionnaire that interested countries must complete and
submit to the Director General. Also at the July meeting, the procedure for reviewing the applications and
for taking the necessary action will be developed.

4. Other matters

4.1.

4.2.

If comments are received on the draft guidelines on FMD surveillance or the draft Code chapter
on Rift Valley fever (RVF), they will be reviewed at the joint meeting between the FMD
Commission and the International Animal Health Code Commission in July 2002. The
surveillance guidelines of FMD and RVF chapter will then be sent to Member Countries for final
comment before the November 2002 meeting.

In reviewing the mission and functions of the FMD Commission, the following comments were
made:

The mission of the FMD Commission is to provide scientific and technical background to
both the OIE Standards and Code Commissions. In the event that more expertise in a given
matter is needed, the FMD Commission will request the Director General to appoint an
appropriate expert, Ad hoc Group or Collaborating Center.

It was agreed that the FMD Commission will meet jointly with the Code Commission in the
first week of July 2002 to address those FMD and bovine spongiform encephalopathy
(BSE) items identified as urgent by the OIE International Committee during the General
Session. With regard to FMD, this includes procedures required to regain the status of
freedom with or without vaccination (Article 2.1.1.6 bis). During this joint meeting,
comments made by the representatives of OIE Member Countries both before and during
the General Session will also be discussed.

Two issues were identified that will need to be addressed in the future.

a) The existence of mild strains of viruses that cause list A diseases (e.g. rinderpest, swine
vesicular disease, classical swine fever and avian influenza) needs to be addressed in the
individual disease chapters.

b) The new guidelines for assessment of veterinary services would create difficulties for
certain countries complying with the provisions for freedom from rinderpest, FMD,
contagious bovine pleuropneumonia and BSE as well as impeding free trade in animals
and animal products.

4.3. The present name of the FMD Commission does not adequately describe the purpose and

activities of the Commission. Therefore, a better name will be developed in the next 12 months
and will be proposed to the International Committee in May 2003.
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Appendix 1T

MEETING OF THE OIE FOOT AND MOUTH DISEASE
AND OTHER EPIZOOTICS COMMISSION

MEMBERS

Paris, 25, 26 and 31 May 2002

List of Participants

Dr G.R. Thomson (President)
OAU-IBAR

Organisation for African Unity
Interafrican Bureau for Animal Resources
P.O. Box 30786

Nairobi

KENYA

Tel: (254-2) 31 80 85

Fax: (254-2) 22 65 65

E-mail: gavin.thomson@oau-ibar.org

OTHER PARTICIPANT

Prof. V. Caporale (Vice-President)
Director

Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale
dell’ Abruzzo e del Molise ‘G. Caporale’
Via Campo Boario

64100 Teramo

ITALY

Tel: (39.0861) 33 22 33

Fax: (39.0861) 33 22 51

E-mail: caporale@izs.it

Dr E. Correa Melo (Secretary General)
Director, Foot and Mouth Disease Coordinator
Centro Panamericano de Fiebre Aftosa

Caixa Postal 589

20001-970 Rio de Janeiro

BRAZIL

Tel: (55-21) 26 71 31 28

Fax: (55-21) 26 71 23 87

E-mail: ecorrea@panaftosa.ops-oms.org

Dr A.IL. Donaldson

Head, Pirbright Laboratory

World Reference Laboratory for FMD
Institute for Animal Health

Ash Road

Pirbright, Woking

Surrey GU24 ONF

UNITED KINGDOM

Tel: (44-1.483) 23 24 41

Fax: (44-1.483) 23 24 48

E-mail: alex.donaldson@bbsrc.ac.uk

OIE CENTRAL BUREAU

Dr B. Vallat

Director General

12 rue de Prony

75017 Paris

FRANCE

Tel: 33 - (0)1 44 15 18 88
Fax: 33 - (0)1 42 67 09 87
E-mail: oie@oie.int

Dr J. Pearson

Head, Scientific and Technical Department
E-mail: je.pearson@oie.int

Dr A. Schudel

Head, Scientific and Technical Department (in July 2002)
E-mail: a.schudel@oie.int

Dr Dewan Sibartie

Deputy Head, Scientific and Technical Department
E-mail: d.sibartie@oie.int
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This document has been prepared by specialists convened by the OIE. Pending adoption by the International Committee of
the OIE, the views expressed herein can only be construed as those of these specialists. This document may not be
reproduced or distributed in any form without prior written authorisation from the OIE. However, it may be reproduced for

authorised persons of recipient organisations.
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