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Introduction 

1. The 80th General Session of the World Assembly of Delegates1 of the World Organisation 

for Animal Health (OIE) was held from 20 to 24 May 2012 at the Maison de la Chimie and 

on 25 May at the OIE Headquarters, in Paris (France), under the chairmanship of 

Dr Carlos A. Correa Messuti (Uruguay), President of the Assembly. Dr Karin 

Schwabenbauer (Germany) chaired the part of the First Plenary Session dealing with the 

Technical Item, as well as the Eighth Plenary Session. 

2. Delegations from 148 Member Countries participated in the General Session. 

3. Observers from three non-member countries or territories and representatives of 

29 international or regional organisations, institutions and federations also attended the 

Session. 

4. The Director General of the OIE, Dr Bernard Vallat, participated in the sessions in a 

consultative capacity and served as Secretary General. 

5. Dr Kate Glynn (OIE) participated in the General Session as Rapporteur for the Technical 

Item. 

6. The Presidents of the OIE Specialist Commissions and representatives of the Working 

Groups and of some ad hoc Groups also participated in the plenary sessions. 

7. Dr Amadou Samba Sidibe, Dr Romano Marabelli and Dr Barry O’Neil, Honorary Presidents 

of the OIE, participated in the General Session. 

8. Sixteen Members of Government of Member Countries participated in the Opening Session. 

SUNDAY 20  MA Y 2012  

Opening Session 

9. To celebrate the 80th General Session, the talented Guinean singer and kora player Mory 

Kanté was invited to enliven the Opening Session in traditional African ‘griot’ style. 

10. President Correa Messuti then welcomed the participants and thanked the following for 

honouring the OIE with their presence at the opening ceremony: Dr Fahad Abdulrahman S. 

Balghunaim (Minister of Agriculture of Saudi Arabia), Dr Juma Bin Ahmed Al Kaabi 

(Minister of Agriculture and Municipalities of Bahrain), General Mamadou Korka Diallo 

(Minister of Livestock of Guinea), Mr Sadegh Khalilian (Minister of Agriculture of Iran), 

Mr Ezzulddin Abdullah Hussen Aldola (Minister of Agriculture of Iraq), Dr Mohamed Abdi 

Kuti (Minister for Livestock Development of Kenya), Mrs Ihanta Randriamandranto 

(Minister for Livestock of Madagascar), Mr Mahaman Elhadji Ousmane (Minister of 

Livestock of Niger), Mr Oscar Osorio Casal (Minister of Agricultural Development of 

Panama), Mr Faisal Hassan Ibrahim (Minister of Animal Resources, Fisheries and 

Pastures of Sudan), Mr Mehmet Medhi Eker (Minister of Food, Agriculture and Livestock 

of Turkey), Mr Gao Hongbin (Vice-Minister of Agriculture of the People’s Republic of 

China), Dr Ty Phommasack (Vice-Minister of Agriculture and Forestry of Laos), Mr Hewa 

Ralalage Mithrapala (Deputy Minister of Livestock and Rural Community Development of 

Sri Lanka), Mr Benedict Ngalama Ole Nangoro (Deputy Minister for Livestock 

Development and Fisheries of Tanzania), Dr Yong Ho Park (Commissioner of Animal, Plant 

and Fisheries Quarantine and Inspection Agency of the Ministry for Food, Agriculture, 

Forestry and Fisheries of the Republic of Korea), Dr Enrique Sánchez Cruz (Director in 

Chief of the National Service for Agroalimentary Public Health, Safety and Quality of 

Mexico), Dr Beth P. Bell (Director of the National Center for Emerging and Zoonotic 

                                                      

1 Hereafter “the Assembly” 
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Infectious Disease, CDC2 Atlanta, United States of America) and Dr Mirta Roses Periago 

(Director of the PAHO3). 

11. In his address, Dr Correa Messuti issued a reminder of the importance of consolidating the 

work of the OIE, in particular by increasing the momentum of support for national 

Veterinary Services in the field of good governance. He stressed that it was a priority for 

the OIE to continue its efforts on behalf of food security and poverty alleviation through 

better animal health and greater access to food of animal origin. Dr Correa Messuti 

emphasised that collaboration with WHO and FAO within the framework of the ‘One 

Health’ concept was essential in this respect. 

Dr Correa Messuti then acknowledged the support of donors to the OIE World Animal 

Health and Welfare Fund, which enabled the Organisation to to undertake an ambitious 

programme on behalf of the 178 Member Countries. 

After reviewing some important milestones in previous years, Dr Correa Messuti invited all 

the Delegates to step up their participation in the work of the OIE, and especially in the 

process of developing international standards and in the work of the Regional 

Commissions. 

12. Following his address, the OIE President handed the floor to Dr Fahad Abdulrahman S. 

Balghunaim, Dr Mirta Roses Periago, Dr Mehmet Medhi Eker, Dr Juma Bin Ahmed Al 

Kaabi, Dr Sadegh Khalilian, Mr Oscar Osorio Casal, Mr Gao Hongbin, Dr Faisal Hassan 

Ibrahim, Mr Yong Ho Park, Mr Ty Phommasack, Dr Beth P. Bell, Dr Patrick Dehaumont, 

Dr Enrique Sánchez Cruz and Mr Mohamed Abdi Kuti. Dr Patrick Dehaumont, Director 

General of Food, read out a message from Mr Le Foll, Minister of Agriculture and the Food 

Processing Industry of France, recalling France’s support for the OIE.  

Presentation of OIE Honorary Awards 

13. Dr Correa Messuti reminded the participants that in 1985 the Assembly had decided to 

grant honorary awards to members of the veterinary community for outstanding services to 

veterinary science and to the OIE. He then indicated the persons selected by the Council in 

2012 to receive the awards: Dr Teruhide Fujita (Japan) for the Gold Medal and Dr James 

Steele (United States of America), Dr Amirbekov Mulojan (Tajikistan) and Dr Nigel Ferris 

(United Kingdom) for the Meritorious Service Award. 

14. Dr Correa Messuti commended Dr Fujita and recalled the major accomplishments of his 

career and his outstanding services to the OIE and the veterinary world, and presented him 

with the Gold Medal. He then delivered a speech in praise of Dr Steele (represented by a 

member of his family), Dr Mulojan and Dr Ferris and presented them with the Meritorious 

Service Awards. The recipients thanked the President and the Assembly. 

15. The 2012 World Veterinary Day prize was awarded to the Veterinary Association of 

Turkey. 

16. Several audiovisual presentations were screened during the ceremony. 

17. Following the ceremony, Dr Correa Messuti declared open the 80th General Session of the 

Assembly. 

                                                      

2  CDC: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
3  PAHO: Pan American Health Organization 
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MONDAY  21  MAY 2012  

FIRST PLENARY SESSION 

18. The President welcomed the Delegates, and in particular the representatives of countries 

participating in the General Session for the first time as Members or observers and then 

gave the floor to Mr Stéphane Le Foll, Minister of Agriculture and the Food Processing 

Industry of France. 

Mr Le Foll emphasised the importance of worldwide cooperation between countries and 

organisations, including in the field of animal health and animal welfare. He pointed out 

that the OIE’s support for veterinary authorities to help them strengthen their capacity to 

implement science-based international standards is essential to fight animal diseases and 

contribute to human health. The Minister also reaffirmed France’s support for the 

development of the OIE, not simply as the Organisation’s host country but also as an actor 

at the global level in the the fight against hunger and poverty.  

Adoption of the Agenda and Timetable 
(Docs 80 SG/7 and 80 SG/8) 

19. The President asked whether the participants had any comments to make concerning the 

agenda. 

20. In the absence of any comments, the Assembly adopted the agenda and the timetable for 

the General Session. 

Nomination of the Sub-Commission for the Agenda 

for the 81st and 82nd General Sessions 

21. The Assembly appointed the Sub-Commission responsible for preparing the agenda for the 

81st and 82nd General Sessions. This Sub-Commission, under the chairmanship of 

Dr Brian Evans (Canada), an elected Member of the Council, included the Presidents of the 

five Regional Commissions. 

Nomination of the Credentials Committee 

22. The Assembly appointed Dr Tenzin Dhendup (Bhutan) and Dr Nasser Al Hawamdeh 

(Jordan), Auditors and Members of the Council, to prepare the list of Delegates accredited 

by their Governments to participate in the debates and to vote, and whose countries were 

up to date with their contributions.  

23. In accordance with the decisions of the Council, the Credentials Committee communicated 

to the President the list of Delegates who, owing to their country’s situation in respect to 

the statutory contributions to the OIE, were ineligible to take part in the elections and to be 

paid the Delegates’ per diem for their participation in the current General Session.  

Annual Report of the Director General on the Activities of the OIE in 2011 
(Doc. 80 SG/1) 

24. Dr Vallat presented the most important points of the report on activities in 2011 contained 

in the summary of the report, full details of all the activities carried out by the OIE in 2011 

being presented in the report Doc. 80 SG/1 and during other sessions of the General 

Session. This work programme was carried out within the framework of the Fifth Strategic 

Plan and in application of the new Basic Texts adopted in 2011 and the three-year work 

programme of the Director General adopted by the Assembly in 2010. 
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25. Dr Vallat highlighted the success of the 79th General Session, with the historic moment of 

the declaration of a world free from rinderpest, and the success of the Regional 

Conferences. He also mentioned the accession of a new Member in 2011 (Timor-Leste). 

26. The Director General presented an update on the OIE’s continuing active participation in 

various programmes in partnership with major international organisations (WHO4, FAO5 

WTO6). He placed special emphasis on collaboration with WHO, the setting up of a foot and 

mouth disease (FMD) vaccine bank in Asia (and a rabies vaccine bank in 2012), the desired 

complementarity of the work of FAO, in particular at the level of implementing national 

programmes, and the new role of the OIE regarding official endorsement of national FMD 

control programmes.  

27. Dr Vallat then outlined the work undertaken on the global strategy for FMD control. 

28. The Director General also indicated the draft agreements signed in 2011 or envisaged with 

other international organisations. 

29. In the field of scientific activities, the Director General reported on the world conferences 

that had been organised or co-organised in 2011 and the conferences due to be held in 2012 

or planned for 2013. He also reviewed the work of the Specialist Commissions, Working 

Groups and ad hoc Groups and collaboration with the network of Reference Centres. 

30. The Director General mentioned the OIE’s commitment to biological risk reduction through 

its contribution to the Global Partnership Programme in this field, the fruitful 

implementation of the laboratory twinning programme, the work being carried out with a 

view to recognising official status for new diseases (in particular for equine disease).  

31. With regard to support for Member Countries, Dr Vallat confirmed the continued fruitful 

development of the PVS7 Pathway and the worldwide programme of capacity building for 

national Veterinary Services, thanks to the support provided by numerous donors, which he 

gratefully acknowledged. Dr Vallat backed up his statements with an update on PVS 

Pathway missions, and he emphasised the development of missions in the field of 

legislation, a sign of Member Countries’ interest and needs in this respect. 

32. The Director General also informed the Assembly about a PVS training session for 

European Union Member States held in December 2011, and a training session for the 

CVOs of all provinces in the People’s Republic of China held in April 2012. 

33. Dr Vallat also reported on the various training workshops for newly appointed Delegates 

and for national Focal Points that were organised in 2011. 

34. Dr Vallat highlighted the importance of standards in the field of veterinary medicinal 

products. In this connection, he emphasised the work undertaken by the OIE with VICH8 to 

encourage more countries to participate in standardisation relating to veterinary medicinal 

products, and he also underlined the quality and quantity of seminars and world 

conferences organised on various other priority topics in 2011. 

                                                      

4 WHO: World Health Organization 
5 FAO: Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
6 WTO: World Trade Organization 
7  PVS: Performance of Veterinary Services 
8  VICH: International Cooperation on Harmonisation of Technical Requirements for Registration of 

Veterinary Medicinal Products 
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35. Dr Vallat briefly reported on the functioning of the global systems WAHIS9 and WAHID10, 

and the profound changes underway to modernise the tools, in particular to take into 

account wildlife diseases. He reminded OIE Delegates of the importance of their notifying 

sanitary events. 

36. With regard to work carried out in the field of private standards, Dr Vallat presented the 

policy on collaboration with ISO11, which had undertaken work on standards in the field of 

animal welfare. 

37. Dr Vallat mentioned two important documents that had been published on the OIE 

website: an updated document on the OIE’s standard-setting procedures designed to ensure 

the transparency of the process, and an updated document giving guidance on the rights 

and obligations of OIE Member Countries with regard to international trade, and including 

the OIE informal mediation procedure. 

38. In view of the adoption of the new General Rules for the OIE Basic Texts during the 79th 

General Session in May 2011, the Director General signed a set of instructions, applicable 

to experts working on behalf of the OIE, relating to the prevention of potential conflicts of 

interest and the confidentiality of certain types of information. 

39. Lastly, Dr Vallat briefly reported on publication work and the extremely rich documentary 

database now available on the OIE website. 

40. The Assembly noted the report of the Director General. 

Composition of the Working Groups 

41. The Director General presented the composition of the three OIE Working Groups for the 

period May 2012 – May 2013: 

 Working Group on Wildlife Diseases 

– Dr William B. Karesh (United States of America) (Chairman) 

– Dr Marc Artois (France) 

– Dr Roy Bengis (South Africa)  

– Dr John Fischer (United States of America) 

– Dr Ted Leighton (Canada) 

– Dr Torsten Mörner (Sweden) 

– Dr Yasuhiro Yoshikawa (Japan) 

 Working Group on Animal Production Food Safety 

– Prof. Stuart Slorach (Sweden) (Chairman) 

– Prof. Hassan Abdel Aziz Aidaros (Egypt) 

– Dr Carlos A. Correa Messuti (Uruguay) 

– Dr Katinka de Balogh (FAO) 

– Dr Steve Hathaway (New Zealand) 

– Dr Selma Doyran (Codex Alimentarius Commission) 

– Dr Koen Van Dick (European Commission) 

– Dr Maged Younes (WHO) 

– Dr Robert S. Thwala (Swaziland) 

                                                      

9  WAHIS: World Animal Health Information System 
10  WAHID: OIE World Animal Health Information Database: http://web.oie.int/wahis/public.php 
11  ISO: International Organization for Standardization 
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 Working Group on Animal Welfare 

– Dr Sira Abdul Rahman (India) (Chairman) 

– Dr David Bayvel (New Zealand) 

– Prof. Hassan Abdel Aziz Aidaros (Egypt) 

– Dr David Fraser (Canada) 

– Dr Andrea Gavinelli (European Commission) 

– Dr Marosi Molomo (Lesotho) 

– Dr Peter Thornber (Australia) 

– An Expert proposed by the IEC12  

– An Expert proposed by the IDF13 (observer) 

– An expert proposed by the IMS14 (observer) 

42. The Assembly approved the composition of the Working Groups. 

Planned Working Programme for 2013 
(Doc. 80 SG/6 – Appendix I) 

43. The Director General presented the Planned Working Programme for 2013, which had 

already been discussed and approved in its entirety by the members of the Council. It was 

also announced that this programme could be extended in the fields of veterinary education 

and support for Veterinary Statutory Bodies if donors were to support such projects. 

44. The Planned Working Programme for 2013 submitted to the Delegates for approval was 

presented at Appendix I of document 80 SG/6. 

45. The Assembly adopted the Planned Working Programme for 2013. 

TECHNICAL ITEM 

National and International Experiences and Roles in previous 

and future Developments in the “One Health” approach 
(Doc. 80 SG/9) 

46. Dr Karin Schwabenbauer, Chairperson of the Session, introduced Dr Kate Glynn, 

Rapporteur for this Technical Item.  

47. Dr Glynn presented her report as follows, which was based on the answers received from 

OIE Member Countries to a questionnaire that had been sent to them on the subject of this 

Technical Item.  

48. The current concept of “One Health” built upon the understanding that the health of 

humans and animals was interlinked and that both populations affected and were affected 

by the environment in which they co-existed. One Health was not a new science or a new 

area of work, but One Health had gained momentum in recent years, particularly in 

highlighting the value in taking an intersectoral collaborative approach to the prevention, 

detection, and control of endemic and epidemic diseases among animals and humans. A 

majority of emerging human diseases had their origins in animals, and emerging, re-

emerging, and endemic diseases of animals could have additional implications for human 

health through food security and safety. Control of these diseases at the animal source 

would have the greatest benefit for human and animal populations. Therefore, Veterinary 

Services were fundamental partners in efforts to combat these diseases, and often would 

achieve the greatest impact when effectively collaborating with other partners on these 

issues. 

                                                      

12  IEC: International Egg Commission 
13  IDF: International Dairy Federation 
14  IMS: International Meat Secretariat 
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The responses from the questionnaires sent to the OIE Delegates of the 178 Member 

Countries indicate that most Veterinary Services were placing a high priority on taking 

One Health approaches to many topics relevant to the animal-human-ecosystem interface, 

reporting frequent collaboration with relevant national Ministries. To varying degrees, 

national Veterinary Services were involved in intersectoral joint programmes, some of 

which were supported by national legislation or by joint funding across the involved 

Ministries. Delegates had, however, identified barriers to effective implementation of One 

Health approaches in their countries. The lack of resources was cited by many, including 

both financial and human resources. An additional barrier was the limited capacity of some 

Veterinary Services to develop and implement programmes with partners of different 

sectors. The provision of capacity building to overcome these barriers was one of the most 

commonly expressed needs by Delegates to the OIE, including in collaboration with FAO 

and WHO. This capacity building must be paired with advocacy for taking One Health 

approaches to gain support from policy makers that provide priorities and funding to the 

Veterinary Services and to engage other Ministries and partners necessary for 

implementation of these programmes. A large majority of countries saw a key role for the 

OIE to play in the area of One Health. At the global level, OIE standards and guidance 

should provide support for Member Countries to implement One Health approaches, and to 

be of maximum benefit to Member Countries, OIE standards and guidance for Veterinary 

Standards should be harmonised with those of key partners in implementing One Health 

approaches. 

Discussion on the Technical Item 

49. Dr Schwabenbauer thanked Dr Glynn and congratulated her for the excellent presentation. 

She specifically called the attention of the Assembly to two points raised during the 

presentation – how to identify means to overcome “barriers” often arising from sectoralism 

and how the OIE could integrate guidance concerning One Health into its standards. She 

then invited the Assembly to comment on the presentation, including on these specific 

issues. 

50. The Delegate of Algeria, on behalf of the 52 African Member Countries, congratulated the 

rapporteur and observed that the coordination between the Ministries of Agriculture and 

Health could be further improved. For this reason, a PVS One Health mission, conducted in 

collaboration with counterparts in public health, would lead to better and closer 

collaboration between the animal and public health sectors. The Delegate called for the 

reinforcement of veterinary and medical education curriculum, in line with a One Health 

approach. 

51. The Delegate of the United Kingdom, speaking on behalf of the 27 Member Countries of the 

European Uunion (EU), encouraged the OIE to mainstream the concept of One Health at 

the international, regional and national levels, particularly in the training of veterinarians 

and medical professionals. The Delegate stated that the EU was committed to supporting 

the OIE’s initiatives in this domain and and its actions to overcoming the challenges 

identified by Member Countries, in collaboration with other partners, such as FAO, WHO 

universities and veterinary schools and non-governmental organisations (NGOs).  

52. The Delegate of Canada commended the presentation and noted that the definition of One 

Health should remain broad and inclusive, encompassing food safety and ecosystems. More 

specifically, the Delegate wondered how one could go beyond building simple “competence” 

for One Health and build a true “culture” of One Health. In addition, he requested the 

rapporteur’s view on how to engage the private sector, particularly producers and industry, 

in the process. Finally, he underlined the importance of biosecurity in the One Health 

discussion. 

53. The Representative of Benin informed the Assembly of a project dealing with the fight 

against counterfeit human and veterinary medicinal products in his country. This was a 

practical example of the veterinary and medical sectors working together.  
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54. The Delegation of Germany congratulated the OIE for its ongoing efforts on One Health 

issues encouraged the OIE to actively engage the environmental sector and consider the 

environmental component and ecosystem health in its actions using a One Health 

approach. 

55. Dr Glynn addressed the questions and comments raised as follows. She agreed that more 

collaboration was needed between the animal health and public health sectors and 

suggested that mechanisms such as the PVS One Health missions would reinforce the 

complementarities between the two sectors and facilitate harmonisation between the OIE’s 

PVS Pathway and WHO’s IHR 2005 and related tools. 

Dr Glynn further stated that the OIE had recognised the importance of Day One 

competencies and was encouraging, along with FAO and WHO, additional efforts by 

Member Countries to bring together students from medical and veterinary schools to better 

communicate the importance of intersectoral collaboration.  

Dr Glynn agreed that the definition of One Health should remain broad to include food 

security and ecosystem health, as highlighted at the OIE Global Conference on Wildlife 

Animal Health and Biodiversity (February 2011). On the topic of culture versus 

competence, she underscored the fundamental importance of mutual trust between the 

veterinary and medical sectors to be built and maintained at the individual and 

institutional levels. Concerning the topic of private sector engagement, Dr Glynn pointed 

out that the most effective collaborations often started with the identification of common 

incentives and joint planning. 

Finally, Dr Glynn stated that discussions on One Health should not be reduced to the 

collaboration between the animal health and public health sectors only and that wildlife, 

biodiversity, and the environment were important components of broader One Health 

approaches.  

56. The Director General of the OIE stated that the questionnaire survey had given a better 

idea of the challenges faced by Member Countries and their expectations on the OIE, 

providing clear guidance on where the OIE should reinforce its efforts.  

Dr Vallat also highlighted some points the animal health sector should be mindful of in 

taking the One Health approach. Firstly, policy makers’ attention should also be drawn to 

priority non-zoonotic diseases, because ensuring food security was a key component of a 

One Health approach because of their negative impact on food production. Secondly, 

Veterinary Services should be in the front line for animal disease surveillance and this role 

should be highlighted and not diluted and hidden within the One Health concept. Third, 

the OIE, FAO and WHO had prioritised three areas – rabies, animal influenza and anti-

microbial resistance – as practical examples of implementing the One Health approach. Dr 

Vallat finally looked forward to further discussion on veterinary education and training on 

subjects relating to the Public Good concept later during the present General Session.  

57. The Chairperson once again congratulated Dr Glynn for her presentation and invited the 

Delegates of Algeria, Benin, Brazil, Canada, China, Germany, Nigeria, Saudi Arabia, and 

the United Kingdom, to join the Rapporteur to formulate a draft Resolution for 

presentation and adoption by the Assembly. FAO and WHO would be invited to participate 

in this consultation as observers. 
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TUESDAY 22  MAY  2012  

SECOND PLENARY SESSION 

Presentations by International Organisations 

having an Agreement with the OIE 

58. The President reminded the Assembly that presentations at a Plenary Session were made 

only by intercontinental, international organisations which could address the Assembly 

every three years, with the exception of WHO, the Codex Alimentarius Commission, FAO, 

the World Bank and the WTO, which could make their presentations every year if they so 

desired. Regional organisations could make their presentations in principle every other 

year at the relevant Regional Commission they belonged to. 

59. The President stated that the order of presentations would be intergovernmental 

organisations followed by professional intercontinental organisations. 

The World Bank 

60. Dr François Le Gall, Lead Livestock Specialist of the World Bank, thanked the President of 

the OIE, the Director General, and all national OIE Delegates for allowing the World Bank 

to address the Assembly.  

61. Dr Le Gall commenced his presentation by introducing the World Bank staff present at this 

General Session: Dr Caroline Planté, a livestock specialist responsible for Eastern and 

Central Europe; Stephane Forman, also a livestock specialist assigned to Sub-Saharian 

Africa; Laurent Msellati, who would shortly become responsible for agriculture and rural 

development for Latin, South America and the Carribean; and himself, specialised in 

animal health and food safety and responsible for livestock support policies within the 

World Bank . 

62. Dr Le Gall announced that the World Bank was in the process of launching a new Global 

Alliance for a Safer, Fairer and More Sustainable Livestock Sector. The mission of this 

strategy was to support livestock sector development by providing policy advice and 

investments aimed at equitable, sustainable and healthful livestock development, thus 

enhancing the contribution of the sector to economic growth and poverty reduction.  

63. The Livestock Strategy contained general guidelines for a 10-year period as well as a global 

and regional 3-year action plan. These action plans would involve all stakeholders of the 

livestock sector. Cooperation alliances had already been concluded and would be further 

developed with many partners, which included international organisations such as the OIE, 

FAO and WHO, regional organisations such as AU-IBAR15, ILRI16 and ASEAN17 and the 

donor community and civil society. The World Bank would also pursue discussions to 

incorporate new partnerships with the private sector.  

                                                      

15 AU-IBAR: African Union – Interafrican Bureau for Animal Resources 
16 ILRI: International Livestock Research Institute 
17  ASEAN: Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
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64. As an example of such a partnership, Dr Le Gall referred to a meeting recently held in 

Nairobi (Kenya), organised by the World Bank and ILRI. The participants at the meeting 

urged for a fairer and more sustainable livestock sector, with a press release jointly drafted 

by the World Bank, IFAD18, ILRI, OIE, FAO, WHO, ASEANhorscghors, AU-IBAR and the 

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 19.  

65. Dr Le Gall explained that the World Bank’s Global Livestock Action Plan was composed of 

the following three main pillars: health, environment and social equity. 

66. Dr Le Gall stated that the World Bank was conducting the following actions and activities: 

first, support to Good Governance of Veterinary Services through the work with the OIE on 

veterinary legislation, veterinary education, the PVS Pathway and capacity building; 

secondly, support to “One Health” at both regional and global levels with the OIE, FAO and 

WHO, in order to reinforce veterinary and public health systems, especially in the areas of 

antimicrobial resistance, rabies and animal influenzas; thirdly, support to food safety 

though the Global Public–Private Partnership on training and human resource 

development. 

67. Dr Le Gall pointed out that the World Bank was providing support to the OIE World 

Animal Health and Welfare Fund and was itself currently chairing its Advisory Committee.  

68. The World Bank was contributing to the production of knowledge. Examples included: 

coordination of the Review by Dr Laurent Mselatti on behalf of the OIE, “Good Governance 

and financing of efficient Veterinary Services” (2012 Scientific and Technical Review of 

OIE); and preparation of the publication “Initial costing of the first 5 years of the FAO/OIE 

global strategy for the progressive control and eradication of FMD” (2012 FMD Conference 

in Bangkok); and finally the publication “Economics of One Health” (Volume II of People, 

Pathogens and Our Planet). 

69. Concerning OIE-World Bank collaboration at the global level, Dr Le Gall stated that World 

Bank representatives were Members of the OIE ad hoc Groups on the Veterinary Education 

and on Evaluation of Veterinary Services, and that the World Bank regularly participated 

in major events organised by the OIE or jointly with the World Bank.  

70. At the regional level, the World Bank was enjoying a long-standing partnership with the 

OIE in Africa by establishing and supportting the ALive and GF-TADs platforms. Recent 

activities in Europe and in Central Asia were based on efforts to transform the country PVS 

and PVS Gap Analysis reports into strategic action plans, thereby guiding Chief Veterinary 

Officers and the World Bank to optimise the design and implementation of projects to 

strengthen Veterinary Services.  

71. Dr Le Gall clearly stated that the OIE PVS Pathway was recognised by the World Bank as 

a key instrument for the evaluation of national Veterinary Services and as the guide for 

investments to strengthen them. He stated that this tool was increasingly mentioned in the 

World Bank’s “Project Appraisal Documents”, official documents describing projects funded 

by the World Bank. He complimented the OIE and its Member Countries on the significant 

achievement made in implementing this tool, while noting that more efforts were needed to 

receive full recognition at a high political level, for example Ministers of Finance. To this 

end, opportunities should be explored through roundtable meetings with donors for the 

                                                      

18 IFAD: International Fund for Agricultural Development 
19 http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/detail/article/a-new-global-alliance-for-a-safer-fairer-

and-more-sustainable-livestock-sector/ 
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integration in national strategic documents for poverty alleviation, food security and 

economic growth, country partnership strategy, and other regional programmes, for 

instance, the CAADP20 National Compacts in Africa. He stressed that the OIE Delegates 

would need to play a fundamental role in this regard. 

72. In conclusion, Dr Le Gall reiterated the World Bank’s support of the tripartite 

(OIE/FAO/WHO) initiative in moving ahead with the “One Health” approach, recognising 

the crucial importance of animal and public health for livestock sector development and the 

role of the OIE in this area. 

The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation 

73. Dr Robert Horsch, Deputy Director, Agricultural Research & Development, Bill and 

Melinda Gates Foundation (Gates Foundation), thanked the OIE for having invited the 

Gates Foundation to address the Assembly at the OIE General Session. Dr Horsch 

informed the Assembly that the Gates Foundation had recently approved a livestock 

strategy (Agriculture Development – Livestock Overview Approach – Global Development 

Program). A key part of this strategy would be to work with the OIE and join the OIE 

World Animal Health and Welfare Fund, as well as explore ways in which the Gates 

Foundation and the OIE could work together. 

74. Dr Horsch stated that the Gates Foundation’s core interest in livestock was for its human 

welfare, poverty alleviation, and nutrition and hunger reduction elements. The Gates 

Foundation became interested in agricultural development as an offshoot of global human 

health, recognising the effects of nutrition and agriculture on human health – all of which 

were related to the “One Health” concept. 

75. Dr Horsch pointed out that, globally, there were nearly one billion livestock keepers and 

60% of those living in extreme poverty were livestock owners. The demand for livestock 

products was growing substantially, due largely to population growth, income growth, 

increasing urbanisation, and dietary shifts. Global demand was expected to increase by 

over 150% by 2050, especially in South-East Asia and Sub-Saharan Africa. Despite this 

growing demand, the livestock sector had been severely underfunded in the global arena. 

Even as the support for global agricultural development had grown, the investment in 

livestock had remained small and had even decreased as a percentage of total agricultural 

aid. He stated that the Gates Foundation hoped to see this situation change. 

76. Dr Horsch outlined the central challenges that were limiting livestock productivity: 

shortages of quality feed and fodder; suboptimal nutrition and veterinary care; inadequate 

systems for breeding; and disorganised collection, transportation and marketing systems. 

With these challenges in mind, the Gates Foundation has identified a few high-leverage 

intervention areas where it wished to focus its strategy for grantmaking. 

77.  Dr Horsch further described the important ways in which livestock investment impacted 

smallholder farmers: as a source of income; a contribution to capital, a source of nutrition; 

improved farm productivity; and as an asset against future difficulties or constraints. 

78. Through its Livestock Strategy, the Gates Foundation would concentrate on countries and 

species where there was the greatest demand, with a focus on women, working to improve 

data collection, working with key partners, and addressing environmental concerns. The 

Livestock Strategy focused on cattle, small ruminants (goats and sheep), and poultry, as 

these species represented the largest potential for smallholder farmers. The Gates 

Foundation invested most in dairy due to its high potential to lead to the reduction of 

                                                      

20  CAADP: The Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Programme 
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hunger and poverty in the regions concerned. Dairy could also contribute up to 70% of total 

household income and contribute to household nutrition. In addition, dairy had the largest 

value of production for livestock products in South-East Asia and was second only to beef in 

Sub-Saharan Africa. 

79. The three main areas of focus for the Gates Foundation’s livestock investments were 

(i) livestock health (such as vaccines and medicines), including work to ensure a functioning 

and effective regulatory system for these products in Sub-Saharan Africa and Asia; (ii) the 

genetic improvement of livestock species and reproduction; and (iii) post-harvest practices 

and markets. 

80. Addressing the first area of investment – developing new and improved animal health 

products for livestock health – Dr Horsch highlighted that the Gates Foundation was 

focusing on ten diseases causing significant loss for smallholder farmers in Sub-Saharan 

Africa and South-East Asia; they were Endoparasites, PPR, Contagious bovine 

pleuropneumonia (CBPP), Ectoparasites, Trypanosomes, Contagious caprine 

pleuropneumonia (CCPP), Newcastle disease, Goat pox and sheep pox, Rift Valley fever 

(RVF), and East Coast fever (ECF).  

Within the livestock health area of investment, the Gates Foundation was seeking to create 

catalytic change in the regulatory system by looking at policy-related recommendations, 

leverage with existing vaccine and drug manufacturers and developing pilot models to 

improve the delivery of vaccines and drugs for animal health. 

81. Regarding the second area of investment – livestock genetics and reproduction, the Gates 

Foundation was wishing to focus on developing new traits to increase productivity, creating 

catalytic change to build capacity for adaptation and multiplication, and developing pilot 

models for delivery.  

82. In the area of post-harvest practices and markets, the Gates Foundation had concentrated 

its efforts on enabling access to local, regional and global markets, and improving 

post-harvest activities, such as technology to improve safety and shelf-life, and bringing 

this technology to smallholders.  

83. Dr Horsch provided an example of the East Africa Dairy Development Project, which was 

established prior to the Livestock Strategy. He summarised the progress to date on this 

project, which had registered 57 dairy business associations, with 172 000 members, sold 

304 000 litres of milk per day through chilling plants (representing a 102% increase from 

2009), performed a total of 181 000 inseminations (82 000 in 2011 compared with 5000 in 

2008), and developed markets for smallholder milk producers.  

84. Dr Horsch informed the Assembly about the Gates Foundation’s role in the Global Alliance 

for Livestock Veterinary Medicines (GALVmed), a long-standing partnership for the 

development of vaccines and pharmaceuticals for livestock. To date, the project had 

achieved the following: developed and tested three vaccines and a rapid diagnostic test to 

prevent RVF; delivered approximately 310 000 doses of ECF vaccines to farmers in eastern, 

central, and southern Africa; and initiated development of technologies to produce 

thermostable, easy-to-use Newcastle disease vaccine to protect poultry, and launched pilot 

programmes in Africa and South Asia to identify sustainable delivery methods.  

85. Dr Horsch closed by expressing his interest in meeting and speaking with OIE Delegates 

and other participants during the General Session. 
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International Council for Game and Wildlife Conservation 

86. Mr Bernard Lozé, President of the CIC21, thanked the OIE for providing him with the 

opportunity to address the Assembly on behalf of the CIC – a worldwide organisation for 

the sustainable use of wildlife whose membership included individuals from the private 

sector, universities, NGOs22 and Governments of 84 countries. The CIC and the OIE signed 

a Cooperation Agreement in May 2011, which stipulated a detailed programme of actions.  

87. Mr Lozé stated that it was important to consider the interaction between wild and domestic 

animals in considering animal health issues given that diseases from livestock could affect 

wild animals – and vice versa. He drew the attention of the Assembly to the following four 

recent examples: the die-off of lions and African wild dogs in the Serengeti eco-system due 

to canine distemper; the death of 20% of the endangered Markhor population in Tajikistan 

in 2010 because of a pleuropneumonia outbreak transmitted by goats; avian influenza; and 

finally, the need to breed FMD-free buffaloes in southern Africa in order to prevent the 

infection of cattle. These were examples of contexts and situations where it was essential 

that hunters, guardians of nature and veterinarians cooperate.  

88. Mr Lozé emphasised that hunters, given their knowledge of game, were frequently the first 

to detect the signs of disease or deceased animals and thus should form part of surveillance 

networks to contribute to early animal disease warning systems.  

89. He stated that the CIC cooperated with the Federal Agency for Nature Conservation in 

Germany to build up a database for African elephant ivory, to which several hundred small 

samples of ivory from hunting trophies with known origin had been provided. Upon 

completion of the project, scientists and law enforcement agencies worldwide would be able 

to determine the origin of elephant tusks, for example when illegal ivory was confiscated.  

90. Mr Lozé stated that 4 months ago the Bulgarian Government signed an agreement with the 

CIC for the establishment of a Global Wildlife Disease Centre in Sofia. The CIC had 

pledged its support to this initiative through the provision of equipment and technical 

assistance.  

91. He informed the Assembly that the CIC members had also reunited this month in Cape 

Town (South Africa) for the annual ‘World Forum for Sustainable Use’. One of the major 

outcomes of this meeting was the decision to pursue the process of establishing a global 

voluntary platform entitled “Collaborative Partnership on Wildlife Conservation”. This 

decision was based on a firm belief by the CIC membership that such a partnership among 

key intergovernmental and non-governmental organisations would have a remarkable 

potential to enhance coordination of actions within the sector and related branches. Such a 

mechanism would also be useful for raising awareness with regards to the need to improve 

the sustainability of wildlife management including veterinary aspects and to strengthen 

the voice of the sector. 

92. Mr Lozé stated that the Platform would be organised under the umbrella of the CBD23 

considering the important role played by the sustainable use of natural resources and 

hunting. He expressed gratitude to the CBD for the excellent collaboration with CIC 

towards a possible Collaborative Partnership on Sustainable Wildlife Management with the 

aim of enhancing the cooperation and coordination needed to achieve the second objective of 

the Convention – the sustainable use of biodiversity. 

                                                      

21  CIC: International Council for Game and Wildlife Conservation 
22  NGOs: non-governmental organisations 
23  CBD: Convention of Biological Diversity 
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93. Mr Lozé invited the OIE to formally join this Partnership to represent and address the 

veterinary aspects of this collaboration. Based on recent discussions with the Director 

General of the OIE, he looked forward to a longstanding and positive collaboration with all 

stakeholders in making the Platform a success.  

94. Mr Lozé briefly addressed recent trends regarding genetic manipulation and intensive 

management practices in the breeding of wildlife species. He mentioned artificial 

insemination and the application of veterinary drugs, as examples of recent evolutions. He 

stated that these measures aimed at the commercial production of larger horns or antlers, a 

variety of colour morphs and even hybridisation between closely related species or 

subspecies of formerly wild animals. Mr Lozé stated that such manipulative practices, 

taken from domestic livestock production, did not only make a mockery of the honoured 

traditions of hunting, but also posed a real danger for the integrity of biodiversity. The CIC 

therefore adopted a recommendation against such malpractices.  

95. Mr Lozé closed his presentation by inviting veterinarians to support the CIC in conserving 

wildlife. 

Codex Alimentarius Commission 

96. Dr Annamaria Bruno, Senior Food Standards Officer, Secretariat, Codex Alimentarius 

Commission (CAC), Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme, began her address by 

thanking the President of the OIE, on behalf of the President and the Secretary of the CAC, 

for the invitation to attend this OIE General Session. 

97. The CAC currently had 184 member countries and one member organisation (the European 

Union). The most recent members, which joined the Commission in 2011, were Azerbaijan 

and Nauru. In addition, 208 international organisations had observer status with the 

Codex; these organisations, including the OIE, contributed to the activities of the Codex.  

98. Dr Bruno stated that the Thirty-fourth Session of the CAC had taken place in Geneva in 

July 2011, with over 600 delegates representing 122 Members and numerous observers. 

During the session, the CAC adopted 31 new or revised texts, including, (i) Guidelines for 

Risk Analysis of Foodborne Antimicrobial Resistance; and (ii) Guideline for the Control of 

Campylobacter and Salmonella spp in Chicken Meat. These two texts had been developed 

by the Ad hoc Intergovernmental Task Force on Antimicrobial Resistance and the 

Committee on Food Hygiene. The OIE had participated and actively contributed to the 

development of these two texts, thereby helping to ensure consistency between the Codex 

texts and those of the OIE. This consistent approach contributed to risk control throughout 

the food chain.  

99. Dr Bruno noted that the CAC had also approved the elaboration of new texts by Codex 

Committees and Task Forces, and that it had begun to develop its next strategic plan, for 

the period 2014–2018. 

100. This strategic plan included the promotion and strengthening of cooperation between Codex 

and relevant intergovernmental organisations, such as the OIE, to ensure effective 

collaboration and coordination. Each year, the Secretariat of Codex would present the CAC 

with a progress report on this collaboration. 

101. Dr Bruno informed the Assembly that the CAC had re-established the Task Force on 

Animal Feeding to elaborate two texts: guidelines on the application of risk evaluations for 

animal feed; and a list of hazards in animal feed in order of priority. This work followed on 

from the Codex Code of Practice for Good Animal Feeding, which had been developed by the 

first task force on animal feeding during the period 2000–2004. The Task Force, which met 

in Berne in February 2012, made considerable progress with the text on risk evaluations; 

the latter had been sent to the CAC for preliminary adoption. Regarding the text on the list 

of hazards, the Task Force decided that the document would focus solely on establishing 

priority criteria for hazards and on recommendations on the use of these criteria by 
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governments. In view of the large amount of work still to be done on this text, the Task 

Force decided to set up an electronic working group, open to all the members and observers, 

to prepare a new text for examination at the next meeting. It would be desirable for the 

OIE to participate actively in this working group. The next meeting of the Task Force 

would be held in Switzerland in February 2013. 

102. Among the texts under development, Dr Bruno highlighted the guidelines for control of 

parasites: Trichinella and Cysticercus bovis. These two documents, on which the Codex 

Committee on Food Hygiene was working and, in particular, the text on Trichinella, were 

closely linked to the OIE texts on parasites, which were likewise under development. The 

simultaneous development of these texts by the Codex and the OIE was a new challenge for 

the two organisations.  

103. In this respect, Dr Bruno emphasised the OIE’s active participation in the activities of the 

Committee on Food Hygiene. She thanked Dr Vallat for having agreed to the proposal by 

the Committee on Food Hygiene regarding the invitation of the two co-chairs of the 

Committee’s working group to participate as observers in the OIE ad hoc Group on Zoonotic 

Parasites. Dr Bruno indicated that this approach should allow these texts to be elaborated 

simultaneously by the Codex and the OIE and ensure their consistency and 

complementarity. 

104. Dr Bruno emphasised that, to ensure consistency and complementarity and achieve an 

integrated approach, it was very important for countries to coordinate, at national level, 

their comments on this work of the Codex and the OIE. 

105. Lastly, Dr Bruno noted that the Secretariat had recently created a new Codex website, 

which replaced the previous site. The previous system had worked well and had been a 

state-of-the-art system when it was designed 10 years ago, but it did not allow for 

interaction with users. The new, multilingual site could now be accessed using mobile 

devices; the standards and reports could be viewed and sorted by the Committee. Codex 

had also issued Codex Contact Points with passwords so that they could access the site and 

modify their own data. In the near future, new functions would be added: (i) advanced 

search options; (ii) an online overview of work in progress and an estimation of the speed of 

the Codex standard-setting process; (iii) the possibility for users to receive a message when 

new and updated documents become available; (iv) an online comments system, enabling 

national Contact Points and observers to submit their comments online; and (v) an online 

discussion system, enabling Codex Contact Points and observers to exchange views online. 

106. Dr Bruno concluded by thanking the participants at the plenary session for their attention 

and she wished them every success with the work ahead. 

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 

107. Dr Juan Lubroth, Chief, Animal Health Service, FAO, presented an overview of FAO’s 

activities and its collaboration with the OIE. 

108. Dr Lubroth highlighted the main objectives of FAO: to lead international efforts to defeat 

hunger; to help developing countries and countries in transition modernise and improve 

agriculture, husbandry, forestry and fisheries practices and ensure good nutrition; to 

provide global information and guidance in agricultural policies; to deliver knowledge to the 

field; and to address disaster response, mitigation and rehabilitation. 
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109. FAO had currently 192 Members including the European Union and 2 associate Members. 

Its headquarters comprised seven technical departments: Agriculture and Consumer 

Protection; Economic and Social Development; Fisheries and Aquaculture; Forestry; 

Natural Resources Management and Environment; and Technical Cooperation. The 

emphasis of FAO actions was further put on the need to balance objectives between food 

security, livelihoods, environment and human health.  

110. Dr Lubroth stressed that FAO was in a strong position to contribute actively to the OIE’s 

Fifth Strategic Plan, in particular, in the areas of food security, “One Health”, relationship 

between animal production and climate/environment, international standard setting, 

public-private partnership, capacity building especially legislation and good governance of 

Veterinary Services, communication and interface with the veterinary professional, and 

veterinary education. 

111. Dr Lubroth presented the network of FAO offices worldwide, and an overview of the 2006–

2012 operations of the FAO-OIE Crisis Management Centre for Animal Health (CMC-AH). 

112. Dr Lubroth stated that FAO was the organisation embodying the One Health concept and 

reiterated the importance of the Tripartite Concept Note of April 2010: The FAO-OIE-WHO 

Collaboration - Sharing responsibilities and coordinating global activities to address health 

risks at the animal-human-ecosystems interface and made a further reference to the 

progress made during the recent High Level Technical Meeting held in Mexico.  

113. Dr Lubroth recognised that climate change posed multiple threats to agriculture, one of 

which was to reduce agricultural productivity, production stability and incomes in areas of 

the world that already had high levels of food insecurity and limited means to cope with 

adverse weather conditions. He indicated that FAO was promoting actions to mitigate the 

effect of climate change in the context of greenhouse gas emissions impacting on 

agriculture, including those produced by agriculture. 

114. Examples of FAO publications prepared with the support of experts from the public and 

private sectors were presented, as well as examples of cooperation with many international 

organisations, non-governmental organisations and other UN agencies, including the 

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the International Union for 

Conservation of Nature (IUCN).  

115. FAO met wide-ranging demands for assistance and was on hand to respond to requests 

from member countries, regional organisations and partners committed to development. 

FAO’s contribution was extensive, ranging from global negotiations, to national and 

regional adaptation processes, to working with communities and projects. Multi-

stakeholder platforms and partnerships with other institutions had extended FAO’s scope 

beyond its own activities. 

116. FAO had a database – possibly the world’s largest – on legislation in the fields of 

agriculture, fisheries, environment, forestry and development policy. For instance, a search 

on the term “animal health” brings up more than 6 000 reports.  
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117. In conclusion, Dr Lubroth presented the Global Agenda of Action which was being built 

through a preparatory process focusing on consensus building among key stakeholders in 

the livestock sector for a subsequent operational phase. This Global Agenda of Action was 

being built around the notion that demand growth for livestock products would likely 

continue for decades to come, as incomes and human populations continued to grow. Such 

growth would need to be accommodated within the context of a finite and sometimes 

dwindling natural resource base, and would be faced with the need to respond to climate 

change, both by adapting and mitigating. Demand growth would also present opportunities 

for social and economic development that many developing countries would not want to 

miss. The livestock sector would provide numerous opportunities for enhanced food security 

and livelihood support. To ensure that such multiple promises for the livestock sector to 

contribute to society’s environmental, social, economic and health objectives materialise, 

concerted sector stakeholder action needed to be mobilised towards the necessary changes 

in regulatory frameworks, policies, technologies, and supporting investments. The 

development of a Global Agenda of Action heeded the call of these opportunities. 

118. The following issues would be covered particularly by this Global Agenda of Action:  

− Agricultural Land: Livestock being the world's largest user of agricultural land, directly 

as pasture and indirectly through the use of feed crops;  

− Feed, Energy and Water resources: Livestock source food requiring more feed, energy and 

water resources per unit product than most other food products; 

− Quality Food: Meat, milk and eggs as a provider of high quality food, provided that these 

higher resource needs would be brought in line with global resource availability; 

− Food systems and Public Health: The livestock sector coming into focus in the context of 

climate change, sustainability of food systems and public health protection; and  

− Poverty Reduction: The livestock sector’s contribution to society's environmental, social, 

economic and health objectives. 

World Trade Organization 

119. Ms Marième Fall, Counsellor, Agriculture and Commodities Division, WTO, provided a 

summary of background information and reported on the activities of the WTO Committee 

on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS Committee) in 2011 and early 2012.  

120. Ms Fall outlined some of the key issues that the Committee had worked on, including 

specific trade concerns; transparency; monitoring the use of international standards; review 

of the SPS Agreement; and SPS-related private standards  

121. Ms Fall drew the attention of the Assembly to the fact that during the timeframe 1995–

2011, 328 Specific Trade Concerns (STCs) were raised by WTO Members in the SPS 

Committee against SPS measures maintained by WTO Members. Of these, 40% were 

related to SPS measures linked to animal health and zoonoses, 29% related to food safety 

and 25% to plant health. The animal health related STC concerns comprised: 35% 

Transmissible spongiform encephalopathies (TSEs), 24% Foot and mouth disease, 10% for 

Avian influenza, and 31% other Animal health concerns. 
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122. A total of 1241 notifications of new or proposed SPS measures were submitted by the WTO 

Members between January 2011 and April 2012. Of these, 235 modifications identified 

animal health as the objective of the measure being taken, while 869 notifications identified 

protection against human zoonoses or plant pests as the objective, and 193 notifications 

identified an OIE standard as relevant, citing either the application of the OIE standard or 

a derivation from it. 

123. In March 2010, the SPS Committee completed the Third Review of the Operation and 

Implementation of the SPS Agreement and agreed on future work by the SPS Committee, 

identifying as priorities: firstly, cooperation between the SPS Committee and the OIE, 

Codex and International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC); secondly, improvement of 

procedures for monitoring the use of international standards; and finally, the control, 

inspection and approval procedures (Article 8 and Annex C of the SPS Agreement). The 

report can be found in the WTO document G/SPS/53.  

124. Regarding recent developments concerning private standards, an ad hoc working group 

proposed six actions (G/SPS/W/256) of which five actions were adopted, relating to (i) the 

definition of the scope of discussions on SPS-related private standards and (ii) the 

promotion of information exchange among various entities, including between the SPS 

Committee and the OIE, Codex and IPPC (G/SPS/55). Members were currently discussing a 

draft working definition (G/SPS/W/265). 

125. Ms. Fall affirmed that the WTO Secretariat had continued to provide technical assistance 

and had organised the following four regional training events on the SPS Agreement to 

take place in 2012: (i) Regional workshop for Latin America the week of 25 June; 

(ii) Regional workshop for Anglophone African countries the week of 24 September; 

(iii) Regional workshop for Asia and the Pacific the week of 5 November; (iv) Regional 

workshop for Central and Eastern Europe, central Asia and the Caucasus the week of 

19 November. The WTO document G/SPS/GEN/997/Rev.2 provided information on the 

technical assistance activities for 2012.  

126. Ms. Fall stated that a report on the STDF had been prepared for the General Session and 

was available for the Assembly. She provided an overview of the upcoming activities of the 

Standards and Trade Development Facility (STDF), including (i) the Seminar on 

International Trade and Invasive Alien Species, which would be held in Geneva from 12 to 

13 July 2012; (ii) the Joint African Union Commission/STDF meeting on the coordinating 

role of the African Union Commission and Regional Economic Communities (RECs), which 

would be held in Addis Abeba on 28 September 2012; and (iii) the STDF Virtual Library of 

SPS-related capacity building documentation. The next deadline for the receipt of 

applications for STDF project funding requests was 20 July 2012. 

World Health Organization 

127. Dr Elizabeth Mumford, Scientist, Global Influenza Programme, WHO, expressed her 

gratitude for the opportunity to address the Assembly, especially as this General Session 

included a Technical Item on One Health, highlighting the very high level of the 

importance of the work between the public health and animal health sectors and the 

progress being made in intersectoral collaboration.  

128. Dr Mumford stressed that WHO’s work with the OIE – and more largely within the 

WHO/OIE/FAO tripartite – was absolutely necessary. The desire to work together had been 

expressed in the 2010 Tripartite Concept Note, the fundamental text that described the 

complementary and joint work to address health threats at the human-animal-ecosystems 

interface.  
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129. Dr Mumford recalled that health threats emerging from or existing in animal hosts posed 

continual risks to global health security, not only for pandemics but also day to day 

challenges. Examples included rabies, brucellosis, Q fever, and viral haemorrhagic fevers 

such as Nipah. Pathogens carrying resistance to antimicrobial agents also posed threats to 

a safe and adequate food supply.  

130. Dr Mumford anticipated that looking at these challenges individually could be daunting as 

well as expensive. WHO had therefore shifted the focus of its individual and collaborative 

work towards strengthening health systems. She stated that strong and resilient health 

systems could respond quickly and flexibly to a variety of existing health concerns and also 

to emerging challenges. She further stated that when strong public health systems were 

coordinated and aligned with strong animal health systems, and when the systems had the 

tools and mechanisms to work together, they worked even better.  

131. Dr Mumford affirmed that WHO appreciated OIE’s firm commitment, not only to building 

strong animal health systems in countries, but also to sharing the responsibility to address 

threats to public health. She felt that it was encouraging to know that countries also put a 

priority on adopting cross-sectoral One Health approaches to address these threats – as 

shown by the questionnaire survey for the Technical Item. 

132. Dr Mumford identified national governance as one important area of cross-sectoral 

collaboration. Ministries responsible for public health, just like ministries responsible for 

animal health, have obligations to meet international standards and regulations. For public 

health, these were laid out in the WHO’s International Health Regulations (IHR), designed 

to help the international community to detect and respond to acute public health risks.  

133. The entry into force of the IHR (2005) in 2007 called for WHO Member States to implement 

them fully by June 2012. Much progress had been made, yet many countries would be 

requesting an additional 2-year extension as well as support for additional capacity 

development to meet their obligations under IHR. To assist Member States, WHO had 

commenced working towards building a tool – similar in objective to the OIE PVS Pathway 

– to better define gaps in public health capacity and to cost them.  

134. Furthermore, Dr Mumford stated that WHO was working with OIE to map the areas where 

the IHR and OIE standards/tools overlap, so as to identify areas of optimal cross-sectoral 

collaboration. These two steps together would help build and align national processes in 

countries and reduce constraints on cross-sectoral collaboration, and would ultimately 

make the work of ministries and technical units not only easier, but also more synergistic 

towards ensuring global health security, through improved communication and 

collaboration mechanisms. 

135. Dr Mumford stated that WHO was involved in international projects to develop tools and 

algorithms for the assessment of risks associated with influenza viruses, especially those 

circulating in animal populations. She informed the Assembly that at the global level, 

GLEWS24, a key instrument for tripartite communication about possible emerging health 

threats, was currently being updated to incorporate a more robust joint risk assessment 

dimension. At country level, the tripartite had an initiative to strengthen linkages within 

                                                      

24  GLEWS: Global Early Warning System for Major Animal Diseases, including Zoonoses 
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and among the animal health and public health agencies responsible for virological and 

epidemiological investigations associated with H5N1 HPAI events, and to establish joint 

mechanisms for risk assessment within national governmental structures, in a so-called 

“four-way linking” framework.  

136. Inter-agency collaborations existed also on food safety issues, not only in INFOSAN and 

CAC but also in the Global Food-borne Infections Network (GFN), which was conducting 

national capacity building for diagnosis of foodborne zoonotic pathogens.  

137. Dr Mumford stated that in addition to a systems approach, certain health topics, such as 

antimicrobial resistance, rabies, brucellosis and echinococcosis, merited specific attention. 

WHO was working collaboratively within the tripartite to identify the roots of these 

international problems. 

138. Dr Mumford indicated that attention should be paid not only to the benefits gained from 

adopting One Health approaches, but also to a number of constraints that became visible. 

WHO was hoping to address these constraints jointly within the tripartite, and to provide 

countries with practical solutions.  

139. The High Level Technical Meeting in Mexico in November 2011 allowed practical technical 

or policy elements deemed crucial to effectively implementing cross-sectoral approaches to 

be identified. These elements were nothing new – trust, political will, aligned legal 

frameworks, equitably distributed resources, data sharing, and joint technical and 

coordination mechanisms. These elements could be developed into guidance that would be 

of practical use to ministers and others as they work towards applying One Health 

approaches in their countries. The full report of the meeting would be available shortly. At 

the meeting in Mexico, the tripartite and other stakeholders and organisations, including 

the World Bank, the EU, USA and Canada, had identified next steps. Aligning the 

technical outcomes with broader political processes, providing more solid evidence of the 

efficacy and efficiency of these approaches, and encouraging financial support were among 

the important next steps 

140. In conclusion, Dr Mumford stated that trust was essential to working together and that the 

animal health, public health, and joint cross-sectoral systems would benefit immeasurably 

from the trust to be built between all partners concerned. 

World Society for the Protection of Animals 

141. Mr Michael Baker, Director General, World Society for the Protection of Animals (WSPA), 

stated that WSPA, the world’s largest international animal welfare organisation with 

projects in over fifty countries, had partnered with hundreds of local organisations in 156 

countries around the world and was a global leader in disaster management for animals. 

WSPA had consultative status at the United Nations and at the Council of Europe.  

142. Over the last 10 years, WSPA had strongly supported the OIE’s efforts to promote 

recognition of the importance of animal welfare and to encourage the implementation of 

OIE animal welfare standards in countries. The strong relationship between WSPA and the 

OIE and the increased collaboration on animal welfare issues was recognised by the signing 

of a formal Agreement in 2007. Since 2003, WSPA’s Chief Veterinary Adviser, Dr David 

Wilkins, had been a member of the OIE’s Animal Welfare Working Group.  
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143. Mr Baker stated that WSPA’s vision was a world where animal welfare matters, and 

animal cruelty ends, and that in order to achieve this vision, practical solutions for animals 

should be found which work for people as well. Mr Baker pointed out that not only was 

WSPA ideally placed to achieve this, but it had already made progress in this arena.  

144. Mr Baker indicated that WSPA had put forward a Universal Declaration for Animal 

Welfare for serious debate; this Universal Declaration had been formally signed by over 

40 countries and many others had expressed interest. This demonstrated WSPA’s ability to 

influence and advocate for animals all around the world. The draft document recognised the 

OIE’s role in animal welfare. Mr Baker thanked the Director General of the OIE for having 

strongly supported this initiative. 

145. Mr Baker stated that WSPA also initiated direct ‘hands-on’ work with and for animals. He 

gave an example of one collaborative model by introducing the WSPA’s Red Collar 

campaign, which, in his view, changed the way many governments dealt with rabies 

control. He announced that, in Bali, WSPA had virtually eliminated rabies from the entire 

island, through the deployment of an effective strategy that had stopped inhumane culling. 

This approach had attracted interest from other countries, and projects had started or were 

about to start in Bangladesh, Indonesia, the Philippines and others.  

146. Mr Baker mentioned that, together with the International Coalition for Animal Welfare 

(ICFAW), RSPCA, EUROGROUP, IFAW and USPCA, projects had been developed based 

on the implementation of the OIE standard on stray dog population control and vaccination 

programmes had been established to control rabies, with partners such as the OIE, FAO, 

WHO and USCDC. 

147. Mr Baker stated that WSPA had also worked with governments and local animal welfare 

groups to prepare communities in disaster-prone areas, setting up national warning 

systems and showing people how to prepare for disasters. He stressed that poverty and 

hunger could be prevented through safeguarding animals and requested that actions be 

taken so that disasters do not destroy the livelihoods sustained by those animals. When 

disaster struck, WSPA’s staff provided assistance within three hours through disaster 

response teams, saving the lives of thousands of animals, which were vital to economic 

recovery and therefore to the human population.  

148. Mr Baker concluded by stating that, together, practical steps could be taken to improve 

animal welfare. 

149. Dr O’Neil, Honorary President of the OIE, asked if it would be possible for OIE Delegates to 

obtain a copy of the current proposal of the Universal Declaration for Animal Welfare.  

150. Mr Baker responded that a copy of the Declaration could be made available, while pointing 

out that once the document had entered into the United Nations system, WSPA had no 

power to prevent further amendments to the document. 

151. Dr Vallat reminded the Assembly that it had supported the principle of this Declaration 

through a Resolution of the World Assembly, on condition that the Declaration made a 

forceful reference to OIE standards on animal welfare. 
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Activities of the Specialist Commissions and Working Groups 

Aquatic Animal Health Standards Commission 

152. Dr Barry Hill, President of the OIE Aquatic Animal Health Standards Commission 

(Aquatic Animals Commission), presented a report on the work of the Commission since the 

79th General Session. He expressed his gratitude to the other members of the Commission, 

Dr Ricardo Enriquez, Dr Franck Berthe, Dr Olga Haenen, Dr Huang Jie and Dr Victor 

Manuel Vidal for their expert contributions and continuing commitment to the work of the 

Commission. He expressed appreciation for the contributions by the other regular 

participants assisting the Commission, Prof. Don Lightner, Prof. Eli Katunguka-

Rwakishaya and Dr Rohana Subasinghe (FAO), and the Commission’s various ad hoc 

Groups, as well as the many individual experts who provided scientific assistance. On 

behalf of the Commission, Dr Hill gratefully acknowledged the resolute support of the 

Director General, Dr Bernard Vallat, and the excellent guidance and assistance given to the 

Aquatic Animals Commission by members of staff at OIE Headquarters, especially 

Dr Sarah Kahn, Dr Gillian Mylrea and Ms Sara Linnane.  

153. Dr Hill reported that two full meetings of the Commission had been held at OIE 

Headquarters, from 3 to 7 October 2011 and from 5 to 9 March 2012. He reminded 

Delegates that the meeting reports were provided as Doc. 80 SG/12/CS4 A and 

Doc. 80 SG/12/CS4 B, respectively. At the October 2011 meeting, the Commission addressed 

comments that Member Countries had submitted on texts provided with the report of the 

February 2011 meeting of the Commission. Texts provided with the report of the October 

2011 meeting, and relevant Member Country comments were addressed by the Commission 

at its March 2012 meeting, and the amended texts proposed for adoption were presented in 

the report of that meeting.  

Dr Hill reported that the Aquatic Animals Commission was pleased with the large number 

of Member Country comments that had been submitted in the past year. The Commission 

was grateful to the following Member Countries and organisations for their comments on 

existing and proposed new draft texts: African Member Countries, Australia, Canada, 

Chile, China (People’s Republic of), Chinese Taipei, European Union (EU), Japan, Mexico, 

New Zealand, Norway, Philippines, Switzerland, Thailand, the United States of America 

(USA), and the ICFAW25 as well as OIE experts.  

Dr Hill reiterated that the Aquatic Animals Commission continued to strongly encourage 

all OIE Member Countries to participate in the development of the OIE’s international 

standards for aquatic animals by submitting comments on its proposals and would be 

grateful if comments were confined to specific proposed text changes, supported by a 

scientific rationale. Dr Hill clarified the commenting process, noting that some Member 

Country comments were on the proposed amendments to the text while others were 

comments on text not proposed for amendment. The Commission wished to emphasise that 

Member Countries should comment on proposed amendments and only on other text where 

there was an error or need for significant change to remove ambiguity or to take account of 

new scientific information. Dr Hill noted that the Commission proposed to prepare a 

schedule for periodical full review of adopted chapters that would provide the opportunity 

for Member Countries to propose additions, deletions or other amendments to any part of 

the text. 

154. Dr Hill reported that the following four ad hoc Groups reporting to the Aquatic Animals 

Commission had held meetings during the preceding 12 months: 

– ad hoc Group on Assessing the Criteria for Listing Aquatic Animal Species as 

Susceptible to Infection with a Specific Pathogen  

                                                      

25  ICFAW: International Coalition for Animal Welfare 
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– ad hoc Group on Responsible Use of Antimicrobial Agents in Aquatic Animals 

– ad hoc Group on Pathogen Differentiation for Aquatic Animal Diseases  

– ad hoc Group on the OIE List of Aquatic Animal Diseases (Finfish Team)  

All ad hoc Groups had submitted reports of their meetings to the Aquatic Animals 

Commission and these had been appended to the Commission’s meeting reports for 

Member’s information (Annexes 17 and 18 of Doc. 80 SG/12/CS4 A and Annexes 21, 22 and 

23 of Doc. 80 SG/12/CS4 B). Dr Hill reminded Delegates that many of the Commission’s 

proposals on texts for adoption were based on the reports and recommendations of the ad 

hoc Groups. He emphasised the importance for Delegates of ensuring that those reports be 

read in conjunction with the Commission’s meeting reports.  

155. Aquatic Animal Health Code: proposed amendments to existing texts 

Dr Hill again thanked Delegates for providing comments and suggestions on the proposed 

changes to the text of the Aquatic Code and gave an assurance that all Member Country 

comments had been considered carefully by the Aquatic Animals Commission and, where 

agreed, appropriate amendments had been made.  

He reminded Delegates that the Aquatic Code texts now proposed for adoption at this 

General Session were provided in Annexes 3 to 16 in Doc. 80 SG/12/CS4 B. 

The Aquatic Animals Commission proposed the adoption of modifications to several 

definitions as shown in Annex 3 of Doc. 80 SG/12/CS4 B. 

Dr Hill reported that the definition of ‘Aquaculture establishment’ was amended to include 

amphibians, as they were included in the definition of aquatic animals, and ‘marketing’ was 

changed to ‘sale’ to clarify the meaning of this term. 

Dr Hill drew attention to the need to define the term ‘aquatic animal health professional’, 

being used throughout the Aquatic Code. This was also important in the context of work 

that would be undertaken later in 2012 by a new ad hoc Group on the Evaluation of 

Aquatic Animal Health Services. In response to several Member Country comments, the 

Commission changed ‘animal sciences’ to ‘biological sciences’ as this was considered to be a 

more inclusive term and covered veterinarians. However, a veterinarian, in order to meet 

the proposed definition of ‘aquatic animal health professional’ would need to have received 

post-graduate training in aquatic animal health or to have several years’ practical 

experience in aquatic animal health. The Commission did not agree with a proposal to 

include, as an essential requirement, several scientific publications in peer-reviewed 

journals as it did not consider that this was appropriate for inclusion in the definition.  

Dr Hill explained that a number of Member Country comments had been received that 

indicated that there was some confusion about the definition for ‘disease’ used in the 

Aquatic Code. It was proposed to delete the reference to the Aquatic Code in the definition 

because this term was used throughout the Aquatic Code in relation to both OIE listed 

diseases and the horizontal chapters. The Commission did not agree with a proposal to 

delete the reference to ‘nonclinical’ infection because infection without clinical signs was 

common in aquatic animals and presented a significant risk of spreading pathogens 

through trade. 
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In response to several Member Country comments, the Commission proposed an 

amendment to the definition for ‘feed’ to harmonise it with the definitions used in the 

Terrestrial Code and Codex Alimentarius standards, with the exception of the inclusion of 

live organisms, which is specific to aquaculture. 

Dr Hill presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

The Delegate of Nigeria, speaking on behalf of the 52 African Member Countries, made two 

comments. First, on the proposed definition of Aquatic Animal Health Professional (AAHP), 

the Delegate sought clarification as to whether veterinarians were included in the 

definition. He stated that the definition should not exclude veterinarians. He also noted 

that “several years” was an unclear term and that the number of years of experience should 

depend on the graduate level qualification received. Secondly, regarding “self declaration” 

of freedom from disease, the Delegate stated that the notification of such declarations to the 

OIE should be made mandatory, and be followed by publication in the OIE Bulletin. 

The Delegate of Norway stated that she was satisfied with the proposed amendments, with 

the exception of the definition of AAHP. She was not against the development of a 

definition, but did not support adoption at this time as the proposed definition needed more 

work. The main concerns of Norway were with the use of the terms “biological sciences” and 

“several years”. She suggested that it might be helpful to look at how countries define 

AAHP when including a definition of this term in national legislation, such as Norway had 

done. The Delegate recommended that the new ad hoc Group on the Evaluation of Aquatic 

Animal Health Services (AAHS) reconsider the proposed definition. 

The Representative of the Canadian delegation thanked the Commission for its ongoing 

work to improve the Aquatic Code and the efforts to ensure the inclusion of the broad range 

of professionals that work in the field of aquatic animal health. While Canada was 

supporting the concept of an AAHP, the proposed definition could not be supported as it 

was vague and did not provide sufficient structure for evaluating the competencies for all 

AAHPs. Instead, the Representative recommended that the Commission take the same 

approach as the Terrestrial Animal Health Standards Commission  and use ‘Day 1 

Competencies’ for the evaluation of competencies of aquatic veterinarians and other 

AAHPs. It was proposed that the Commission consider using the existing criteria proposed 

by the ad hoc Group on Veterinary Education as a starting point to determine the criteria 

for evaluation of competencies of AAHPs. 

The Representative of the Chilean delegation agreed with the amendments proposed, 

except for the definition for AAHP, stating the need to clarify expectations regarding 

knowledge and qualifications of AAHP. With respect to post-graduate qualifications, more 

detail was needed. 

The Delegate of Denmark, speaking on behalf of the 27 EU Member Countries, commented 

that the EU supported the amendments with the exception of the proposed definition of 

AAHP. He requested clarification regarding the terms ‘biological sciences’ and ‘several 

years’, and recommended that the definition make provision for training in aquatic animal 

health at the undergraduate level. Consequently, the EU proposed that the new ad hoc 

Group on Evaluation of Aquatic Animal Health Services make recommendations on this 

issue and that the matter be considered in liaison with the ad hoc Group on Veterinary 

Education.  

Following these interventions, Dr Hill withdrew the proposed definition of AAHP and 

advised Delegates that the issue would be the subject of further consideration by relevant 

ad hoc Groups. He also requested that Delegates submit written comments with a 

suggested definition of AAHP for consideration by the ad hoc Group on the Evaluation of 

AAHS at its meeting in August 2012. 
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In response to the Delegate of Nigeria, Dr Vallat advised that the OIE could not oblige 

Member Countries to notify self declarations of listed diseases. Nonetheless, Member 

Countries were encouraged to take this step and, once a self declaration was submitted, the 

OIE would publish the relevant information in the OIE Bulletin.  

The revised Glossary (Annex 3), amended as described above, was adopted unanimously. 

156. Criteria for listing aquatic animal diseases (Chapter 1.2.) 

Dr Hill informed Delegates that the Commission proposed for adoption a few minor 

amendments to the criteria, based on Member Country comments. In view of the fact that 

the Terrestrial Animal Health Standards Commission (Code Commission) was in the 

process of modifying the disease listing criteria in the Terrestrial Code (Chapter 1.2.), the 

Aquatic Animals Commission proposed to await the outcome of this work before proposing 

any major modifications to the text in Chapter 1.2. of the Aquatic Code. Member Country 

comments on non-amended text would be held over for future consideration.  

Dr Hill presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

The Delegate of the Côte d’Ivoire, speaking on behalf of the 52 African Member Countries, 

expressed appreciation that the previously submitted comments had been taken into 

account in the revised text and supported the proposal for adoption, as submitted.  

The revised Chapter 1.2. (Annex 4) was adopted unanimously. 

157. Diseases listed by the OIE (Chapter 1.3.) 

Infection with ostreid herpesvirus (OsHV-1 and OsHV-1 µvar)  

Dr Hill reported that the Aquatic Animals Commission reviewed comments received from 

Member Countries on the proposal to list Infection with ostreid herpesvirus (OsHV-1 and 

OsHV-1 µvar) as an emerging disease. The Commission noted the opposing positions 

amongst some Member Countries to the proposal to list OsHV-1. However, no Member 

Countries opposed the listing of infection with OsHV-1 µvar as an emerging disease. Dr Hill 

clarified that following notification to the OIE by several Member Countries on significant 

epidemiological changes in relation to infection with OsHV-1 µvar, the Commission 

proposed its listing under the provisions of Article 1.2.2., as an emerging aquatic animal 

disease. However, as the causative agent was a variant of oyster herpesvirus OsHV-1, the 

Commission was of the view that this virus should also be listed to ensure gathering of 

epidemiological information, as per the proposed case definition, for all variants over a 

period of time before making a decision on the listing of only certain variants. 

Dr Hill explained that some Member Countries had commented that reporting of all types 

of OsHV-1 would lead to the submission of a large amount of information about types of the 

virus that were widespread and known to have little impact on the host and that the 

reporting obligations should focus on OsHV-1 µvar only. He pointed out that the case 

definition was specifically designed such that Member Countries needed only report 

outbreaks with increased mortality. The Commission had noted that there was some 

evidence suggesting that the mortality events involving herpesvirus in Pacific oyster had 

mostly been caused by OsHV-1 µvar but it could not be excluded that other variants of the 
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virus might also have played a role in recent mortality events. For these reasons, the 

Commission proposed the listing of Infection with ostreid herpesvirus (OsHV-1 and OsHV-1 

µvar) as an emerging disease under Article 1.3.2.  

Infection with abalone herpes-like virus  

Dr Hill informed Delegates that the Aquatic Animals Commission agreed with a Member 

Country proposal to amend the name to ‘Infection with abalone herpesvirus’ as there was 

now sufficient scientific evidence to justify that this virus could be classified as a 

herpesvirus bona fide.  

Dr Hill presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

The Representative of the Japanese delegation thanked Dr Hill for the excellent work of the 

Commission. However, Japan opposed the listing of infection with ostreid herpesvirus 

(OsHV-1 and OsHV-1 µvar) because this group included many non-pathogenic variants and 

the proposed listing might cause trade barriers that were not scientifically justified.  

The Representative of the Canadian delegation agreed with Japan on the issue of not 

listing either variant of infection with ostreid herspevirus. She noted that Canada had 

provided the Commission with its critique of proposal for listing and why the viruses did 

not meet the disease listing criteria. She also noted that Canada did support the 

Commission's efforts to provide guidance to Member Countries on the diagnosis and 

management of this disease through the addition of a chapter in the Manual and would 

subsequently provide comments on this chapter.  

The Delegate of New Zealand agreed with the position expressed by Japan and Canada, 

adding that the science was not clear enough to justify the disease being listed.  

The Delegate of Chinese Taipei welcomed the proposal to name the disease “infection with 

abalone herpesvirus”. 

Dr Barry O’Neil, Honorary President of the OIE and Chair of the session, suggested that 

the listing of infection with ostreid herpesvirus not be adopted at this General Session, but 

that the proposal to list this disease be referred back to the Aquatic Animals Commission, 

while accepting the other proposed amendements in Chapter 1.3 as presented by Dr Hill. 

This proposal was accepted by the Assembly. 

The revised Chapter 1.3. (Annex 5), amended as described above, was adopted 

unanimously. 

158. Import risk analysis (Chapter 2.2.) 

Dr Hill informed Delegates that Member Countries had supported the amendments 

proposed in October 2011. The Commission would make the same amendments in other 

relevant parts of the Aquatic Code as appropriate upon the adoption of this chapter. Several 

more extensive amendments had been proposed by a Member Country, but the Commission 

considered that these would not significantly improve the current text and were already 

well covered by the OIE Handbook on Import Risk Analysis for Animals and Animal 

Products, so decided not to make the proposed amendments.  

Dr Hill presented the revised text to the Assembly. 
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The Delegate of Finland, speaking on behalf of the 27 EU Member States, supported the 

proposal with the exception of the proposal to replace the word “likelihood” with 

“probability” in point 2 of Article 2.2.4. She explained that, although the two words were 

considered synonymous, they were not used consistently in the chapter nor was this text 

harmonised with the relevant chapter in the Terrestrial Code. 

Dr Hill requested that the Delegate consider adoption of the chapter as proposed with the 

proviso that her suggestions would be addressed in the future. 

The revised Chapter 2.2. (Annex 6) was adopted unanimously. 

159. Communication (new Chapter 3.2.) 

Dr Hill reported that the Aquatic Animals Commission had amended the text of the 

Terrestrial Code Chapter 3.3. to make it appropriate for inclusion in the Aquatic Code, 

noting the importance of effective communication between the Aquatic Animal Health 

Services (AAHS) and Veterinary Services (VS), particularly where AAHS were separate 

from, and independent of VS. The Commission had reviewed comments from several 

Member Countries and amendments suggested by the Code Commission to ensure 

harmonisation with the Terrestrial Code Chapter 3.3. and revised the proposed new 

Aquatic Code chapter accordingly.  

Dr Hill presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

The Representative of the delegation of China (People’s Rep. of) thanked Dr Hill for his 

major contribution and that of the Aquatic Animals Commission, to improving aquatic 

animal health globally. The Representative welcomed the new chapter and stated her view 

that it would facilitate improvements in communication regarding aquatic animal health 

issues.  

The new Chapter 3.2. (Annex 7) was adopted unanimously. 

160. Example article to be applied to all disease specific chapters under point 1 of 

Articles X.X.12. (amphibian and fish disease chapters) and X.X.11. (crustacean and 

mollusc disease chapters).  

Dr Hill stated that the Aquatic Animals Commission agreed with a Member Country 

proposal to add a new sentence in all disease specific chapters under point 1 of Articles 

X.X.12. (amphibian and fish disease chapters) and X.X.11. (crustacean and mollusc disease 

chapters) to recognise that aquatic animal products listed in these articles are safe only 

under certain conditions where the assumptions of Article 5.3.2 apply.  

The Aquatic Animals Commission had prepared an ‘example article’ with the new sentence 

and proposed this be included in all disease chapters under point 1 of Articles X.X.12. 

(amphibian and fish disease chapters) and X.X.11. (crustacean and mollusc disease 

chapters). 

Dr Hill presented the text to the Assembly. 

The ‘example article’ (Annex 8) was adopted unanimously. 
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161. Monitoring of the quantities and usage patterns of antimicrobial agents used in 

aquatic animals (new Chapter 6.4.) 

Dr Hill reported that the Aquatic Animals Commission had considered the 

recommendations of the ad hoc Group on Responsible Use of Antimicrobial Agents in 

Aquatic Animals, which had reviewed the draft new Chapter 6.4. ‘Monitoring of the 

quantities and usage patterns of antimicrobial agents used in aquatic animals’ to address 

Member Country comments. The Commission agreed with the amendments and proposed 

the new chapter for adoption. 

Dr Hill presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

The Representative of the Canadian delegation supported adoption of the chapter but 

requested that the words “, including potentially zoonotic bacteria” be removed from Article 

6.4.2. While some bacteria found in aquatic animals might cause disease, they did not meet 

the definition for a zoonotic disease. In addition, this would ensure consistency with Article 

6.5.5. 

The Representative of the Chilean delegation supported adoption of the chapter but 

recommended that diagnostic aspects be included in future texts on this topic as this was 

essential to the understanding of trends in the use of antimicrobial agents.  

The Delegate of Denmark, speaking on behalf of the 27 EU Member States, supported 

adoption of the chapter but encouraged harmonisation of the text with the Terrestrial Code, 

where relevant. The Delegate stated that the EU would urge the OIE to have a single ad 

hoc Group dealing with this matter, for both terrestrial and aquatic animals, to ensure 

harmonisation. 

The Delegate of Norway, supporting the comments of the Delegate of Denmark, proposed to 

go further with the approach to harmonisation. She stated that many horizontal issues 

were covered in both the Terrestrial and Aquatic Codes and there was no reason why they 

should be developed separately and independently by two Commissions. She recommended 

that one common group be formed to address these horizontal themes and that they be 

published in a single, separate Code volume addressing both terrestrial and aquatic 

animals. 

Dr Vallat noted the comments and request and made a commitment to study this proposal. 

Dr Thiermann, President of the Terrestrial Animal Health Standards Commission, noted 

that significant harmonisation has been achieved between the Terrestrial and Aquatic 

Codes and the work would continue. He proposed that to facilitate harmonisation, Member 

Countries ensure good coordination at the national level between units respectively dealing 

with the Terrestrial and Aquatic Codes and submit, where appropriate, consistent 

comments on horizontal chapters in the two Codes.  

Dr Hill requested that the Representative of the Canadian delegation consider adoption of 

the chapter as proposed with the proviso that her suggestion would be addressed in the 

future. 

The new Chapter 6.4. (Annex 9) was adopted unanimously. 
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162. Development and harmonisation of national antimicrobial resistance 

surveillance and monitoring programmes for aquatic animals (new Chapter 6.5.) 

Dr Hill reported that the Aquatic Animals Commission had considered the 

recommendations of the ad hoc Group on Responsible Use of Antimicrobial Agents in 

Aquatic Animals, which had reviewed the draft new Chapter 6.5. ‘Development and 

harmonisation of national antimicrobial resistance surveillance and monitoring 

programmes for aquatic animals’ to address Member Country comments. The Commission 

agreed with the amendments and proposed the new chapter for adoption. 

Dr Hill presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

The Delegate of Denmark, speaking on behalf of the 27 EU Member States, supported 

adoption of the chapter, while requesting that the Aquatic Animals Commission further 

consider harmonisation of the text with the Terrestrial Code, where relevant. To this end, 

the Delegate indicated that the EU encouraged the OIE to establish a single ad hoc Group 

to deal with both terrestrial and aquatic chapters.  

The Representative of the Chilean delegation supported adoption, and recommended that 

the Commission continue refining the chapter to include methods used, for example in-vitro 

sensitivity studies. She also recommended that the chapter include the use of antiparasitic 

agents in future. 

The Representative of the delegation of China (People’s Rep. of) supported adoption of the 

chapter and suggested that the OIE provide guidance on how to undertake monitoring and 

surveillance through new text to be included in the Aquatic Manual.  

Dr Hill asked the Delegates to adopt the new text with the understanding that the Aquatic 

Animals Commission would address the above-mentioned recommendations. 

The new Chapter 6.5. (Annex 10) was adopted unanimously. 

163. Welfare of farmed fish during transport (Chapter 7.2.)  

Dr Hill informed Delegates that several Member Countries had submitted comments on 

this chapter. Some suggested changes to the proposed amendments to the text while others 

commented on existing text that had not been proposed for amendment. The Aquatic 

Animals Commission reviewed comments on the proposed amendments to the text and 

amended the text accordingly. Comments on existing text were held for future 

consideration.  

Dr Hill presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

The Delegate of the United States of America thanked Dr Hill for the good work of the 

Commission and recommended that in Article 7.2.4 point 2.f the word “avoid” be replaced 

by “minimise”. The Delegate noted that the use of nets was commonplace and might be 

associated with minor damage to the external surfaces of fish, however this should not be 

considered as a breach of the standards.  

The Delegate of the Côte d’Ivoire, speaking on behalf of the 52 African Member Countries, 

expressed their appreciation that their previously submitted comments had been taken into 

account in the revised text and supported the adoption of the text. 
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Dr Hill proposed to accept the amendment proposed by the Delegate of the United States of 

America. The Assembly accepted this amendment. 

The revised Chapter 7.2. (Annex 11), amended as described above, was unanimously 

adopted. 

164. Welfare aspects of stunning and killing of farmed fish for human consumption 

(Chapter 7.3.)  

Dr Hill clarified that this chapter recommended the use of methods producing rapid loss of 

consciousness. The Commission had made some amendments to the scope in Article 7.3.1. 

to clarify that methods listed in Chapter 7.3. can also be used for disease control purposes. 

The Commission disagreed with a Member Country’s recommendation to add 

exsanguination as a killing method in Article 7.3.6., because the focus of the article was on 

stunning rather than describing the killing method per se. However, the Commission 

agreed that exsanguination (or another killing method) should be applied where loss of 

consciousness was transient.  

Dr Hill added that the Aquatic Animals Commission had received numerous Member 

Country comments on the chapter, some suggesting changes to the proposed amendments 

to the text and others commenting on existing text that had not been proposed for 

amendment. The Commission had reviewed comments on the proposed amendments to the 

text and had amended the text accordingly and decided, as for Chapter 7.2., to hold 

comments on previously adopted text for future consideration.  

Dr Hill presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

The Delegate of the United States of America recommended that in Article 7.3.4 points 4. a 

and 4. c and Article 7.3.5 point 2. f, the word “avoid” be replaced by “minimise” as 

previously explained in relation to Chapter 7.2.  

The Delegate of the Côte d’Ivoire, speaking on behalf of the 52 African Member Countries, 

thanked the Commission for taking their comments into consideration and amending the 

chapter accordingly regarding the wording in Article 7.3.1. She requested that more work 

be done to further clarify the scope of this important chapter.  

The Delegate of Finland, speaking on behalf of the 27 EU Member States, supported 

adoption of the text but requested future amendments to Article 7.3.6. points 3. a, 3. b, and 

3. e on electrical stunning to clarify the intended meaning. 

The revised Chapter 7.3 (Annex 12), amended as described above, was unanimously 

adopted. 

165. Killing of farmed fish for disease control purposes (new Chapter 7.4.) 

Dr Hill informed Delegates that the Aquatic Animals Commission reviewed Member 

Country comments and made relevant amendments. In response to a Member Country’s 

comment that words ‘pain’ and ‘anxiety’ were unsuitable terms for use in the fish welfare 

chapters, as there was a lack of evidence that these states occur in fish, the Commission 

had agreed to delete the word ‘anxiety’ but did not agree to delete ‘pain’ as there was ample 

scientific evidence that some fish species had brain structures potentially capable of 

experiencing pain. 
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Dr Hill stated that the Commission did not agree with a Member Country’s proposal to 

delete the text in point 3 of Article 7.4.2. referring to ‘aversive’ induction of unconsciousness 

methods. The Commission noted that although some methods were clearly aversive (e.g. 

use of CO2, leading to very low pH of the water), other methods (such as isoeugenol) might 

or might not be aversive. Therefore, the article stated that the recommended methods 

should be as non-aversive as possible.  

In response to a Member Country’s request for clarification on the intent of Article 7.4.5., 

the Commission amended the title of this article to ‘Killing by an overdose of an anaesthetic 

agent’ and replaced the word ‘pharmacological substance’ by ‘anaesthetic agent’ throughout 

the article. The Commission drew to the attention of Member Countries to the fact that the 

intent of this article was to address killing with an overdose of anaesthetic, rather than use 

of the anaesthetic prior to killing by another method. 

Dr Hill reported that the Commission did not accept several proposed changes from some 

Member Countries on the basis that it considered them to be calling for excessively detailed 

text. Dr Hill reminded Delegates that the chapters on welfare of farmed fish were intended 

to provide general recommendations and guidelines to OIE Member Countries without 

being overly prescriptive. 

Dr Hill presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

The Delegate of Finland, speaking on behalf of the 27 EU Member States, supported 

adoption on the condition that one of its previously submitted comments be taken into 

account. She indicated that the EU requested that Article 7.4.6 point 1. a be amended as 

follows: “decapitation, using a sharp device, such as a guillotine or knife, may be used but 

should be preceded by stunning or, if appropriate, anaesthesia;” 

The Delegate of the United States of America stated that the word “pain” was not 

supported, and that his country preferred the term used in the EFSA26 paper. He supported 

adoption of the chapter but requested information on the scientific support for the use of 

the word “pain”. 

The Representative of the Canadian delegation supported the intervention made by the 

Delegate of the United States of America. 

Dr Hill agreed with the amendment proposed by the EU as it improved the clarity of the 

Article. This amendment was accepted by the Assembly. 

The new Chapter 7.4. (Annex 13), amended as described above, was unanimously adopted. 

166. Disinfection of salmonid eggs (Article 10.4.13., Article 10.5.13. and Article 10.9.13.)  

Dr Hill informed Delegates that the Aquatic Animals Commission had reviewed Member 

Country comments on these articles and proposed the amendments for adoption.  

Dr Hill presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

The revised Articles 10.4.13., 10.5.13. and 10.9.13., (Annex 14) were unanimously adopted. 

                                                      

26  EFSA: European Food Safety Authority 



– 34 – 

80 GS/FR – PARIS, May 2012 

167. Article 2.1.2. (Obligations of WTO Members)  

Dr Hill reported that the Aquatic Animals Commission had considered the Code 

Commission’s proposal to modify Article 5.3.1. (Obligations of WTO Members), being 

informed that this arose from concerns raised by the Secretariat of the WTO SPS 

Committee27. The Commission noted that the obligation of notification to WTO was for 

WTO Members only, and that not all OIE Member Countries are WTO Members. The 

Commission proposed revised text for better alignment with the obligation in the WTO SPS 

Agreement. 

Dr Hill presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

The Delegate of Uganda, speaking on behalf of the 52 African Member Countries, raised 

concerns that the proposed text in Article 2.1.1 was not consistent with the text of the WTO 

SPS Agreement. Noting that the OIE had discussed and validated the proposed text with 

the Secretariat of the SPS Committee, Dr O’Neil asked the Delegate of Uganda to submit 

his comments to the OIE in writing, so that the OIE could discuss these comments with the 

WTO/SPS Secretariat and determine whether the text should be modified. Dr O’Neil asked 

Delegates to adopt the proposed text on this basis.  

The revised Chapter 2.1. (Annex 15) was adopted unanimously. 

168. Notification of Diseases and Epidemiological Information (Chapter 1.1.) 

Dr Hill reported that Article 1.1.3. required amendment to harmonise the Aquatic Code 

with the Terrestrial Code. 

Dr Hill presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

The Delegate of Denmark, speaking on behalf of the 27 EU Member States, supported 

adoption of the proposed text and requested that the OIE take steps to ensure appropriate 

harmonisation with the relevant text of the Terrestrial Code. 

The revised Chapter 1.1. (Annex 16) was unanimously adopted. 

169. Aquatic Animal Health Code: future proposed amendments awaiting Member 

Country comments  

Control of hazards in aquatic animal feeds (Chapter 6.1.)  

Dr Hill stated that, in response to Member Country comments, the Aquatic Animals 

Commission, at its October 2011 meeting, had asked an expert to review Chapter 6.1. and 

to provide advice to the Commission on whether the animal production food safety risks 

had been adequately addressed. The Commission had reviewed the advice provided by the 

expert and amended the chapter as appropriate. The revised Chapter 6.1 for Member 

Country comment was provided at Annex 17 of Doc. 80 SG/12/CS4 B.  

Dr Hill reminded Delegates that, at the 79th General Session in May 2011, several Member 

Countries had requested that the Aquatic Animals Commission consider the development 

of a new chapter addressing the hazards associated with feeding live aquatic animals to 

aquatic animals. He then invited Member Countries to submit proposals for the 

Commission’s consideration. He noted that no proposals had yet been received and 

encouraged Member Countries to submit proposals for consideration by the Commission. 

                                                      

27  SPS Committee: WTO Committee on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures 
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Infectious salmon anaemia (Chapter 10.5. and Article 1.3.1.) 

The Aquatic Animals Commission had reviewed comments received from Member 

Countries. The Commission noted that all commenting Member Countries supported the 

proposal to include in this chapter at least the forms of ISA virus (ISAV) having deletions 

in the HPR region (HPR-deleted). However, some Member Countries did not support the 

inclusion of articles specifically dealing with the non-pathogenic form (HPR0) with regard 

to declaration of zone or country freedom. The Commission proposed to follow the approach 

recommended by the ad hoc Group on Pathogen Differentiation on the basis that this would 

ensure the collection of epidemiological information during a period, to support a decision 

on the delisting of certain forms of ISAV.  

Following consideration of the approach taken in the Terrestrial Code, the Commission 

proposed to amend Article 1.3.1. to read: ‘Infectious salmon anaemia (HPR-deleted and 

HPR0 ISAV)’. Dr Hill considered that this would make it clear that, for the purpose of 

notification ISA means infection with ISAV, including its pathogenic forms (HPR-deleted) 

and its non-pathogenic form (HPR0). In Chapter 10.5, the Commission had added new text 

‘The provisions in this chapter only apply to the pathogenic forms of ISAV (HPR-deleted)’ to 

clarify that for the purposes of trade in aquatic animals and aquatic animal products, only 

HPR-deleted forms of ISAV were relevant. 

Dr Hill informed Delegates that the Commission had amended Chapter 1.3. and Chapter 

10.5. to reflect this approach and had provided them for Member Country comment at 

Annex 18 and Annex 19 of Doc. 80 SG/12/CS4 B, respectively.  

170. Manual of Diagnostic Tests for Aquatic Animals: seventh edition 2012 

Dr Hill reported that comments had been received from eleven Member Countries on the 

34 draft chapters for the next edition of the Aquatic Manual that had been circulated in 

August 2011. Those comments that were of a technical nature were sent to the authors for 

consideration. Some Member Countries had questioned the rationale for reintroducing 

chapters on delisted diseases. Dr Hill reminded Delegates that at its meeting in March 

2011, the OIE Council had supported the approach whereby Reference Laboratories can be 

designated or maintained and Manual chapters can be developed or maintained for an 

important non-listed disease (regardless of whether it is a terrestrial or aquatic animal 

disease). 

For those comments that were accepted, the text was amended. Where the comments were 

rejected, a table had been put at the end of the chapter with the rejected comment and the 

author’s rationale for not accepting it. Dr Hill informed Delegates that the Commission had 

discussed and further amended some of the chapters and all the revised chapters proposed 

for adoption had been made available on the OIE Delegates’ website. Once adopted, the 

hard copy version of the seventh edition of the Aquatic Manual would be published. 

Dr Hill presented the revised text to the Assembly. 
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The Representative of the Japanese delegation strongly opposed listing goldfish as a 

susceptible species for Koi herpesvirus (KHV) and stated that the delegation could only 

support adoption of the revised chapter if the second paragraph under the heading 

“susceptible host species” was moved to the section “known or suspected wild aquatic 

animal carriers”. He requested that work be undertaken to confirm the status of goldfish 

with respect to susceptibility. Japan would be pleased to support this work via the 

contribution of its KHV reference expert. 

The Delegate of Chinese Taipei supported the proposal made by Japan. 

The Delegate of Norway did not support adoption of the proposed new chapter on infectious 

salmon anaemia (ISA), and requested that adoption of this chapter be postponed until the 

the proposed changes to the Aquatic Code chapter for ISA had been finalised. 

The Delegate of Finland, speaking on behalf of the 27 EU Member States, thanked the 

Commission for its work in revising the disease chapters in the Aquatic Manual. The 

Delegate observed that in general, the case definitions should be laid down in the Code, not 

in the Manual, and coherence between the Code and the Manual should be ensured. More 

specifically, the Delegate opposed adoption of the chapter on ISA and stated that adoption 

should be postponed until discussions on pathogen differentiation in the Aquatic Code had 

been finalised. To ensure consistency, new and revised texts on ISA in the Code and the 

Manual should be adopted at the same time.The Delegate stated that the EU supported 

adoption of the new chapter on infection with ostreid herpesvirus-1. She recommended that 

the Aquatic Manual chapter on OsHV should include more information on diagnostic 

methods for OsHV-1 µvar. She noted that this virus was of trade concern and that more 

work was needed, including clarification of the case definition. 

The Representative of the Canadian delegation supported the intervention made by 

Norway on ISA. She also supported adoption of the new chapter on infection with ostreid 

herpesvirus-1 and would submit some suggestions for future improvements. 

The Representative of the Chilean delegation thanked the Commission for its work on the 

Aquatic Manual, and agreed with Norway, Finland and Canada regarding postponing 

adoption of the ISA chapter. 

Dr O’Neil, Chairperson of the session, noted that the standards in the Aquatic Code and the 

Aquatic Manual should be consistent with each other and suggested that the new 

Commission consider this matter in its work programme.  

On the issue of Koi herpesvirus, Dr Hill proposed to move the paragraph as had been 

requested by Japan, noting that the title of this section should be modified to read: 

‘suspected aquatic animal carriers’.  

Dr O’Neil concluded that the new text on ISA was withdrawn from adoption. 

The new edition of the Aquatic Manual, modified as described above, was unanimously 

adopted. 



– 37 – 

80 GS/FR – PARIS, May 2012 

171. Model texts on sampling for three diseases (white spot disease, viral 

haemorrhagic septicaemia, Bonamia) 

Dr Hill informed the Delegates that the experts involved were still working on drafting the 

texts on sampling for the three chapters, and that two of the chapters were close to 

completion. Given the difficulty the six authors were experiencing in coordinating the 

contents of the three chapters through electronic communication, the Director General had 

agreed to reconvene the ad hoc Group in mid-2012 to finalise the chapters. Once accepted 

by the Aquatic Animals Commission, the chapters would be made available to Member 

Countries for comment. Dr Hill stated that he was hopeful the chapters could be finalised 

and proposed for adoption at the 81st General Session in 2013.  

172. OIE Reference Centres 

Dr Hill reported that there had been no new applications for Reference Centre status. The 

OIE had been notified of the following changes of designated expert: 

– OIE Reference Laboratory for viral encephalopathy and retinopathy – Dr Giovanni 

Cattoli to replace Dr Giuseppe Bovo at the Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale 

delle Venezie, Legnaro PD, ITALY. 

– OIE Reference Laboratory for spring viraemia of carp – Dr David Stone to replace 

Dr Peter Dixon at The Centre for Environment, Fisheries and Aquaculture Science 

(CEFAS), Weymouth Laboratory, Weymouth, Dorset, UNITED KINGDOM. 

Dr Hill stated that the Commission had reviewed the curriculum vitae of the new experts to 

ensure that they had the appropriate expertise, and recommended acceptance of these 

replacements.  

Dr Hill informed Delegates that annual activity reports for 2011 had been received from all 

43 Reference Laboratories and from the two Collaborating Centres on aquatic animals. The 

Aquatic Animals Commission had carefully reviewed the reports received and was 

impressed, in general, with the quality of the work carried out by the Reference Centres. 

The Commission expressed its on-going appreciation to the enthusiastic support and expert 

advice given to the OIE by the Reference Centres. 

173. Other relevant initiatives and activities  

OIE PVS Tool: Application to Aquatic Animal Health Services (AAHS) 

Dr Hill informed Delegates that since the OIE Global Conference on the ‘Contribution of 

Aquatic Animal Health Programmes to Global Food Security’, held in Panama in 2011, the 

OIE had received more requests from Member Countries for PVS evaluations of their 

AAHS and was prioritising such missions. To date, most requests had been from Member 

Countries with relatively small aquaculture activities. Dr Hill was pleased that the OIE 

would take steps to encourage OIE Member Countries to engage in the PVS Pathway with 

respect to their national AAHS. The Director General had agreed to convene an ad hoc 

Group on the Evaluation of AAHS to make recommendations on refining the OIE PVS Tool 

to facilitate its application to AAHS. This Group would review the existing OIE PVS Tool 

and draft additions and modifications as appropriate, including the development of specific 

indicators, using the experience gained from missions conducted to date.  
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Dr Hill stated that the development of a definition for ‘aquatic animal health professional’ 

initially proposed for adoption at this General Session, was an important step in this 

process. In future, the OIE should consider the appropriate competencies and educational 

qualifications of aquatic animal health professionals. The Aquatic Animals Commission 

welcomed these developments and again encouraged Member Countries to request OIE 

PVS evaluations of AAHS with a view to obtaining needed investments on the parts of 

governments and donors to strengthen governance of AAHS.  

174. Dr Hill closed his presentation by informing Delegates that the details of the Commission’s 

work plan for 2012/2013 were provided in Annex 20 of Doc. 80 SG/12/CS4 B, and pointed 

out that prioritisation might change after consideration by the newly elected Commission. 

Stating that he was not seeking re-election, he bid-farewell to the Assembly, thanking the 

many different members of the Commission he had worked with over the past 24 years for 

their contributions. He wished the new Commission every success in its future work. 

175. The Assembly noted the report of the Aquatic Animals Commission. 

Adoption of Draft Resolution No. 13 

Adoption of the seventh edition of the Manual of Diagnostic Tests for Aquatic Animals 

176. The President submitted for adoption Draft Resolution No. 13 on the Adoption of the 

seventh edition of the Manual of Diagnostic Tests for Aquatic Animals. The Resolution was 

adopted unanimously. The text appears under Resolution No. 13 at the end of this report. 

THIRD PLENARY SESSION 

Presentations by International Organisations 

having an Agreement with the OIE (contd) 

177. The President informed the Assembly that three of the international organisations which 

were unable to make their presentation during the second plenary session were invited to 

address the Assembly during this plenary session. 

World Small Animal Veterinary Association 

178. Mr Jolle Kirpensteijn, Past President, World Small Animal Veterinary Association 

(WSAVA) and Mr Michael Day, Chair, One Health Committee, WSAVA, provided an 

overview of their organisation’s objectives and activities.  

179. Mr Kirpensteijn informed the Assembly that WSAVA had been founded over 50 years ago, 

bringing together national small companion animal veterinary associations and specialist 

groups in a global community with the aim of improving the health and welfare of small 

companion animals through scientific endeavour and education. The WSAVA currently 

represented over 180,000 small animal veterinarians in 75 countries and around 20 

specialist groups. 

180. Mr Kirpensteijn announced that WSAVA, a proud supporter of the OIE, had signed a 

formal agreement with the OIE to work together on the One Health dimensions of small 

companion animal medicine. He highlighted the importance of the One Health approach for 

the small animal sector, referring to the Technical Item chosen for the present General 

Session. 
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181. Mr Day presented WSAVA’s One Health activities. In 2009 as the ‘One Health’ paradigm 

was gaining momentum, WSAVA realised that there was a major gap in the One Health 

platform because companion animal species and companion animal veterinarians were 

rarely considered. In 2010, the WSAVA established a One Health Committee (OHC) to 

redress this imbalance and ensure the prominence of the small companion animal-human 

interface in the global One Health agenda. The OHC had identified canine rabies as the 

single most significant global One Health issue involving small companion animals and had 

decided that it should add the weight of its 180,000 members to the efforts of the major 

organisations (in particular the Global Rabies Alliance and the Partners for Rabies 

Prevention), campaigning for concerted action on the elimination of canine rabies infection. 

Mr Day affirmed that the global significance of this zoonotic infectious disease was 

unquestionable; the most widely cited estimate for annual human deaths from canine 

rabies virus infection was 55,000 per year with a significant loss in Disability-Adjusted Life 

Years (DALYs).  

182. The Afya Serengeti Project was cited as an example of WSAVA One Health in action, which 

involved mass vaccination of dogs as a trial intervention in Eastern Africa through central-

point village-based campaigns. Long-term studies in the Serengeti had shown that where a 

vaccination campaign covered 70% of the canine population there was a dramatic reduction 

in the canine and human disease.  

183. In rabies control, the WSAVA was engaging in practical, simple, effective, yet inexpensive 

solutions such as identifying vaccinated dogs with a simple coloured collar. The OHC had 

commissioned the production of 30,000 robust collars that would be trialled in field 

vaccination campaigns. In addition, WSAVA was planning to produce the same number of 

matching wrist bands to be given to the owners of vaccinated dogs as a further incentive to 

participate in the campaign. These collars and wrist bands cost less than 10 cents per unit 

to produce and should have significant impact in the field. 

184. Mr Day concluded by emphasising that the global elimination of canine rabies was a readily 

achievable target. All that was lacking was prioritisation of this target in the political 

agenda of endemic countries, and the development of a global elimination strategy to 

coordinate efforts.  

International Organization for Standardization 

185. Ms Sandrine Espeillac, Secretary, Technical Committee on Food Products (ISO/TC 34), 

introduced the ISO and its activities relevant to the work of the OIE.  

186. Ms Espeillac informed the Assembly that ISO was an international non-governmental 

organisation based in Geneva (Switzerland) founded in 1946, and was the world’s leading 

developer of formal, voluntary International Standards with a collection of more than 

19,000 standards, among which was the ISO 9001 on quality management and the ISO 

17025 on requirements for the competence of testing laboratories. ISO operations were 

based on three pillars: (i) 163 national members/institutes, (ii) stakeholders, nominated by 

the national standardisation institutes, coming from government, industry, laboratories 

and consumers, amounting to approximately 100,000 experts and more than 3000 technical 

groups, and (iii) ISO headquarters staff located in Geneva. 

187. Ms Espeillac informed the Assembly that ISO was developing a wide variety of standards 

ranging from products, services, processes, materials and systems, to conformity 

assessment, managerial and organisational practices, but that ISO itself did not carry out 

certification of conformity to its standards. ISO’s International Standards were developed 

according to the principles stipulated by TBT Agreement28, namely: transparency, 

openness, impartiality and consensus, decision-making on the basis of one country, one 

vote.  

                                                      

28  TBT Agreement: WTO Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade 
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188. Ms Espeillac stated that ISO was also addressing the concerns of developing countries, by 

offering technical assistance to those countries to support their participation in its technical 

work, attendance at ISO meetings, and capacity building to use and implement ISO 

standards. Twinning had recently been introduced to help developing countries to 

participate more fully in ISO work.  

189. Ms Espeillac indicated that in the food sector, ISO was positioned between the public sector 

on the one hand, and the retailers and the industry on the other hand, and that ISO was 

serving as a linkage between the standards produced by intergovernmental organisations 

such as the OIE and Codex, and the many private schemes or best practices produced by 

the private sector. The ISO 22000 on food management system, based on the principles of 

Hazard Analysis Critical Control Point (HACCP) developed by Codex, was a perfect 

example. 

190. On food products, Ms Espeillac explained that the technical work of ISO was carried out by 

a Technical Committees 34 “food products”. This committee, created in 1947, had the 

function of making available sufficient quantities of food products with acceptable levels of 

quality and safety and had been managed by France (AFNOR, the French standardisation 

institute) and Brazil. 

191. Ms Espeillac stated that ISO already had developed nearly 800 standards covering the food 

chain, from farming, primary production, storage, transformation, up to transport and 

distribution. 

192. Furthermore ISO was developing standards on terminology, sampling, methods of test and 

analysis, product specifications, food and feed safety and quality management and 

packaging, including methods for the detection of Salmonella, Listeria, E. coli, Vibrio in 

food and Aflatoxins in animal feed. 

193. Ms Espeillac highlighted that ISO’s Strategic Plan 2011–2015 endeavoured to foster 

collaboration with key intergovernmental organisations. In line with this, she signalled 

that Codex Alimentarius was a valued partner in the field of food safety, where ISO was 

seeking to develop standards that complement the work of Codex and facilitate its 

implementation, while avoiding, as much as possible, overlaps between ISO and Codex. It 

was noted that ISO and IDF were developing joint standards for milk and milk products. 

194. Concerning the relationships between ISO and the OIE, Ms Espeillac reminded the 

Assembly that an agreement on cooperation and liaison work in areas of common interest 

was signed in July 2011. The Agreement focused on a targeted exchange of information on 

issues of mutual interest, provided for participation in each other’s work and encouraged 

the use and reference of each organisation’s standards. ISO and the OIE could develop 

further cooperation in the food sector (food products, food microbiology, animal feeding 

stuffs, fisheries and aquaculture), as well as in conformity assessment, quality 

management and social responsibility. In addition, animal welfare for farm animals 

(primary production, transport, slaughter) the products of which were intended for human 

consumption was certainly an area of common interest for both organisations.  

195. In conclusion, Ms Espeillac reiterated that for ISO the collaboration with 

intergovernmental organisations was essential, particularly with the OIE. 
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International Federation for Animal Health 

196. Dr Barbara Freischem, Executive Director of IFAH29, provided an overview of the 

organisation and its collaboration with the OIE. 

197. IFAH was the global representative body of companies engaged in research, development, 

manufacturing and commercialisation of veterinary medicines, vaccines and other animal 

health products in both developed and developing countries across the five continents. Its 

members included global corporate entities and national/regional associations representing 

veterinary medicine manufacturers.  

198. Dr Freischem described the mission of IFAH, which was to foster a greater understanding 

of animal health matters and to promote a predictable, science-based regulatory 

environment that facilitated the supply of innovative and quality animal medicines, 

vaccines and other animal health products onto a competitive market place. She pointed 

out that these products contributed to the health and welfare of animals and, through a 

safe food supply, to food security. They were also playing an important role in “One Health” 

and in early control of zoonoses. 

199. The co-operation agreement between IFAH and the OIE mentioned, as points of common 

interest, the areas related to antimicrobial resistance, harmonisation of legislation on 

veterinary drugs, funding of veterinary research and the use of genetically modified 

organisms in vaccine production.  

200. More specifically, with regard to the regulation of veterinary medicines, Dr Freischem 

reported on recent developments in VICH – an initiative supported by the OIE. Although it 

was closely modelled after a similar initiative for human medicines, VICH started as an 

initiative between Europe, Japan and the USA, and now also included Australia, New 

Zealand and Canada as observers, aiming to harmonise the data requirements for studies 

supporting applications for the registration of veterinary medicines. Regulators and 

industry were viewed as equal partners in this initiative. The industry was actively 

contributing to VICH by supporting physical meetings and providing a secretariat to VICH. 

201. Dr Freischem stated that in 2010, the 4th public VICH conference was held at the OIE 

headquarters. As this conference demonstrated a clear interest of additional countries to 

become more closely involved in VICH, a VICH Outreach Forum had been established with 

the support of the OIE, with its first meeting being held from 25 to 26 June 2012 in 

Brussels (Belgium). A number of countries were expected to contribute to VICH through a 

pool of relevant experts to provide active input into the development of guidelines. 

Dr Freischem recalled that VICH had always solicited the widest possible input through 

open, public, consultation on draft guidelines. The draft guidelines were systematically sent 

to the OIE and through the OIE to national Focal Points for Veterinary Products to seek 

input. She renewed her appeal for heightened participation of OIE Member Countries in 

the development of VICH guidelines. 

202. Dr Freischem highlighted that the regulation of veterinary medicines was one of IFAH’s 

core activities, and IFAH also contributed to the OIE Focal Point Trainings and relevant 

conferences when invited. IFAH had organised, jointly with the European Medicine Agency, 

a Global Conference on Animal Health held in March 2011 in London (United Kingdom) 

that looked at factors influencing global availability. She emphasised that not all veterinary 

medicines and vaccines were available around the world to the same degree, due to 

regulatory and other factors. IFAH had taken a keen interest in the international 

harmonisation of registration of veterinary medicines, such as recognition of existing 

authorisations, and appropriate quality control. 

                                                      

29  IFAH: International Federation for Animal Health 
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203. Concerning international standards for veterinary medicines, Dr Freischem made reference 

to the FAO/IFAH Memorandum of Understanding on quality control of trypanocidal drugs. 

The OIE was intimately involved in this project as the ultimate goal would be to propose 

and adopt, as OIE International Standards, pharmaceutical monographs of these drugs. 

She hoped that these monographs would serve as pharmacopoeias for trypanocidal drugs. 

The next step of the project was the establishment of regional control laboratories in Africa, 

one for eastern and southern Africa and one for western Africa. More information was 

available at www.ifahsec.org and at www.galvmed.org. 

204. Dr Freischem stated that IFAH also contributed to the revision of OIE standards relating 

to vaccines through the participation of IFAH experts, as observers, in the revision of 

relevant OIE texts. Recent examples included oral rabies vaccines, or use of biotechnology 

in vaccines.  

205. Dr Freischem reminded the Assembly that antimicrobials were key tools for veterinarians 

and that the benefit of using antimicrobials in animals was not only for animal health but 

also for human health. IFAH and its members were strongly advocating responsible use of 

antimicrobials in their respective areas of influence whether within a company or through 

an association. She made reference to the initiatives such as “Responsible Use of Medicines 

in Agriculture Alliance” (RUMA) in the UK and “European Platform for the Responsible 

Use of Medicines in Aimals” (EPRUMA) at the European Union level, as examples. She 

mentioned that the availability of many classes of antimicrobials, including the OIE 

critically important antimicrobials, was essential to animal and public health and that 

IFAH encouraged science-based risk analysis supported by relevant monitoring of 

antimicrobial usage and resistance surveillance. IFAH was also supporting the 

organisation of the OIE Global Conference on the Prudent Use of Antimicrobials in Animals 

(March 2013). 

206. Dr Freischem indicated that IFAH’s member associations and member companies were 

supporting research on disease prevention and control and were engaging in public–private 

partnerships, as a tangible contribution to “One Health”. For example, IFAH-Europe was 

providing support to the European Technology Platform for Global Animal Health 

(ETPGAH, www.etpgah.eu) and the DISCONTOOLS (www.discontools.eu) initiative, aimed 

at providing disease control tools (vaccines, diagnostic tests and pharmaceuticals) and 

prioritisation tools for zoonotic and emerging animal diseases, and allowing researchers 

and funders of research to make strategic decisions on where to focus their resources. IFAH 

was also participating in STAR-IDAZ (www.star-idaz.net), the Global Strategic Alliances 

for the Coordination of Research into Major Infectious Diseases of Animals and Zoonoses, 

and other relevant initiatives.  

207. In conclusion, Dr Freischem stated that the provision of general information and 

educational materials on veterinary medicines was a cornerstone of IFAH’s work. She 

reiterated that IFAH sought to highlight the value of animal health products to society in 

simple concepts, starting with the development of a new strapline: Healthy animals, 

healthier world. 

http://www.ifahsec.org/
http://www.galvmed.org/
http://www.etpgah.eu/
http://www.discontools.eu/
http://www.star-idaz.net/
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Activities of the Specialist Commissions and Working Groups (contd) 

Scientific Commission for Animal Diseases 

208. Dr Gideon Brückner, President of the Scientific Commission for Animal Diseases (Scientific 

Commission), reviewed the activities of the Commission, including the outcomes of the 

regular Commission meetings held in September 2011 (Doc. 80 SG/12/CS3 A) and February 

2012 (Doc. 80 SG/12/CS3 B). He outlined the salient recommendations and observations 

made by the various ad hoc Groups operating under the auspices of the Commission, 

namely the ad hoc Groups for the Evaluation of Member Country Status for Foot and 

Mouth Disease (FMD) and for Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy (BSE); the ad hoc Group 

on Epidemiology; the ad hoc Group on Rabies; the ad hoc Group on the Official Disease 

Status Recognition for Classical Swine Fever; the ad hoc Group on Antimicrobial 

Resistance; the ad hoc Group on Diseases of Honey Bees; the ad hoc Group on Epizootic 

Haemorrhagic disease (EHD); the ad hoc Group on Peste des Petits Ruminants (PPR); the 

ad hoc Group on Brucellosis; the expert Group on Schmallenberg Virus; and the Working 

Group on Wildlife Diseases. The Commission, together with the Code Commission, received 

the report of a meeting of experts convened by the Director General to develop guidance for 

Member Countries to assess the risk of non-native (‘alien’) animals becoming invasive. A 

total of 17 meetings of ad hoc Groups were convened during the year under the auspices of 

the Commission while a further three expert meetings convened by the Director General 

were attended by a member of the Commission. During each of the regular meetings of the 

Commission, a combined meeting was held between the Scientific and Code Commissions to 

promote the harmonisation of approaches between the two Commissions.  

209. Dr Brückner, on behalf of the Scientific Commission, expressed his appreciation of the 

support provided by Dr Vallat and the staff at the OIE Headquarters. He noted especially 

the efforts of the Director General to ensure continuous support to the Commission during 

a significant staff turn-over in the past year within the Scientific and Technical 

Department. He expressed a special word of thanks and recognition to the other members 

of the Commission and the members of the ad hoc Groups and the Working Group on 

Wildlife Diseases for their supporting role.  

210. Review of the annual work programme 

During its meetings in September 2011 and February 2012, the Commission reviewed the 

planning and terms of reference of the scheduled meetings of the Working Group on 

Wildlife Diseases and ad hoc Groups for the 2011–2012 period in support of the work 

programme and priorities of the Commission. The Commission incorporated issues raised 

by the World Assembly during the 79th General Session relative to its work programme 

and priorities. These included the better understanding of the interaction between the 

environment, wildlife and livestock in relation to disease control and recognition of disease-

free areas; the development of generic guidelines for disease control; generic checklist for 

the application of the concept of compartmentalisation; a revision of the questionnaire to 

assist Member Countries applying for endorsement of their national control programmes 

for FMD; review of the Terrestrial Code chapter on FMD; review of the Terrestrial Code 

chapter on Brucellosis with the aim of developing one chapter based on a pathogen rather 

than a species approach; finalisation of the revised chapter on rabies; development of a 

chapter on EHD; review of the chapter on PPR with the eventual aim of providing for 

official disease status recognition and a global eradication programme for PPR; amendment 

of the current chapter in the Terrestrial Code on Classical swine fever to allow for the 

official recognition of disease status; review of the standard operating procedures for the 

evaluation of the disease status of Member Countries to enhance efficiency and 

transparency; and preparation of an OIE global conference on FMD.  
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2011/2012 Activities 

211. Foot and mouth disease (FMD) 

a) Review of chapter 8.5. of the Terrestrial Code 

A special meeting of the ad hoc Group for the evaluation of country status for FMD 

was convened to review the current chapter of the Terrestrial Code following several 

Member Country comments. The review had initially been postponed following a 

decision by the two Commissions not to bring ad hoc amendments to existing chapters 

but rather to wait for sufficient Member Country input and scientific justification and 

then review the entire chapter. Good progress was made during the first meeting of the 

ad hoc Group. The aim was to have the first draft available for circulation to Member 

Countries after the September 2012 meeting of the Commission. The main emphasis 

would be to simplify the language in the existing text and to make the application of 

trade-facilitating concepts such as zoning, compartmentalisation and containment zone 

more user-friendly. 

b) Amendment of the questionnaire to assist Member countries to apply for 

endorsement of official control programmes for FMD 

Following the evaluation of the first applications by Member Countries for 

endorsement of their official control programmes for FMD in accordance with Article 

8.5.48 of the Terrestrial Code, it was realised that the questionnaire provided in Article 

1.6.7 of the Terrestrial Code to assist Member Countries in submitting their 

applications did not make sufficient provision for Member Countries to give details on 

the future planned activities within the control programme to eventually achieve 

disease freedom. The questionnaire was amended accordingly and was presented for 

adoption at this General Session. 

c) Amendment of Resolution XXII of the 76th General Session 

Following the adoption of the insertion of Article 8.5.48 in the Terrestrial Code at the 

79th General Session (endorsement of official control programmes for FMD), the 

Commission proposed and submitted to the Council for consideration amendments to 

Resolution XXII (76th General Session, May 2008) to provide for national official 

control programmes for FMD and also to provide more clarity on the control measures 

to be applied by Member Countries having within their territory adjacent disease-free 

zones with the same sanitary status. Resolution XXII provided for Member Countries 

to make an explicit choice between amalgamating free zones in a country with the 

same status into one zone and keeping them separate, and to indicate their choice in 

writing to the OIE. The Resolution however, in the opinion of the Commission, was not 

clear enough about the obligation of Member Countries on how to manage separate 

zones to prevent the introduction of virus in the event of an outbreak of disease in an 

adjacent zone. 

d) OIE/FAO initiative for a global FMD control strategy 

The Commission reviewed the draft report of the meeting of regional organisations and 

stakeholders that was held at the OIE Headquarters in November 2011. The 

Commission fully supported the initiative and provided inputs to the secretariat of the 

GF-TADs30 Global Working Group on FMD for incorporation into the final document 

that will be presented at the OIE/FAO Global Conference on FMD Control in Bangkok, 

Thailand in June 2012.  

                                                      

30  GF-TADs: Global Framework for the Progressive Control of Transboundary Diseases 
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e) Expert missions to Member Countries 

Following a request from the Member Countries of the Andean region of South 

America, the Director General mandated an expert mission of the Commission 

together with representatives of FAO, PANAFTOSA31 and CAN32 to assess the 

possibility of establishing an agreement for the regional control of FMD in the Andean 

region similar to the successful Agreement that was established in 2007 between the 

OIE and the CVP33 for the regional control of FMD in the MERCOSUR34 region. The 

mission visited Colombia, Ecuador and Peru with a brief courtesy visit to Venezuela. 

Another expert mission could be organised for Venezuela at a later stage. 

As reported during the 79th General Session, the Commission would continue to 

conduct expert missions to Member Countries to assess compliance with the 

requirements of the Terrestrial Code for the maintenance of disease-free status. A visit 

to countries in southern Africa was scheduled for later in 2012. 

f) OIE/FAO network of FMD Reference Laboratories 

The President of the Commission acknowledged with appreciation the annual report of 

the OIE/FAO FMD Reference Laboratory network and reported briefly on the evolution 

and current FMD situation worldwide. He indicated that FMD virus serotype O was 

still the dominant FMD virus (80% of the 2300 samples submitted in 2010 from 38 

countries) followed by serotype A (8.5%). During 2010 and 2011, serotypes C and SAT3 

were not detected. Many of the samples received in 2011 were from Afghanistan (292), 

Iran (91), Pakistan (130) and Turkey (68). Out of the total of 1041 samples received in 

2011, 69 were positive for serotype Asia 1 and 338 for serotype O. The President of the 

Commission also indicated that vaccine matching tests had produced an acceptable 

result for serotype O but poor results for serotype Asia 1 (Shamir). Serotypes O, A and 

Asia 1 were regarded as the current most important threats for the global spread of 

FMD virus. 

212. General aspects related to the submission of dossiers for the official recognition 

of disease status 

The Commission took note of general administrative problems encountered with the 

processing and evaluations of dossiers received from Member Countries. The Commission 

recommended that a one-page executive summary stating briefly the aim and reasons for 

the application be submitted by Member Countries as an introduction to all applications. It 

was also proposed to limit the main application dossier to 50 pages with the possibility of 

adding appendices if the applicant country considered them necessary. In view of the 

administrative problems encountered at the OIE Headquarters including costs and time for 

translation of dossiers, the Commission agreed to a proposal from the Scientific and 

Technical Department to move the deadline for submissions of dossiers to the OIE from 

30 to 45 days before the date of the meeting of the relevant ad hoc Group. The Commission 

agreed to request the Director General to make the necessary arrangements so that all 

three official OIE languages could be handled appropriately by the ad hoc Groups dealing 

with country status evaluation and that the members of ad hoc Groups be given sufficient 

time to study dossiers prior to their meeting.  

Following comments and requests from the Delegates of Member Countries whose 

applications for the recognition of disease status had been rejected, it was decided, in 

consultation with the Director General, that to further enhance transparency in the 

procedures, such Member Countries would, in the future, be provided with a more detailed 

report giving the reasons for rejection as well as guidance and suggestions on possible 

options available to progress towards a more favourable outcome for their disease status.  

                                                      

31  PANAFTOSA: Pan-American Foot and Mouth Disease Center 
32  CAN: Andean Community of Nations 
33  CVP: Permanent Veterinary Committee of the Southern Cone countries 
34  MERCOSUR: Southern Common Market 



– 46 – 

80 GS/FR – PARIS, May 2012 

213. Application of the concept of compartmentalisation 

To facilitate a better understanding of the application of the concept of 

compartmentalisation, the ad hoc Group on Epidemiology had developed, on the request of 

the Commission, a generic checklist for the practical application of compartmentalisation, 

which also included the salient features of the existing checklist for avian influenza and 

Newcastle disease. The checklist was forwarded to the Code Commission for a final review 

and for publication on the OIE website.  

214. Vector surveillance and how to prove absence of vectors in relation to disease 

freedom 

On discussing the implications of the pending submission for adoption of the revised 

chapter on African horse sickness as a disease for which the OIE would provide official 

disease status recognition, the Commission acknowledged that note should be taken of the 

implications for other OIE listed vector-borne diseases such as bluetongue and EHD. The 

need for a review of the current Terrestrial Code chapter on vector surveillance was 

identified as well as a simultaneous review of the chapters on bluetongue, African horse 

sickness and EHD to ensure consistency, especially in relation to vector control, vector 

surveillance and risk mitigation activities related to the vector common to these three 

diseases. 

215. Classical swine fever (CSF) 

Chapter 15.2. of the Terrestrial Code was reviewed and amended by an ad hoc Group of 

experts to provide for official disease status recognition by the OIE. In reviewing the new 

text proposed by the ad hoc Group, both Commissions expressed concern on the possible 

trade implications if CSF virus infection would, by definition, also include wild pigs. It was 

decided to reconvene the ad hoc Group to reconsider the case definition of infection with 

CSF virus for the purpose of international trade. 

216. The wildlife–livestock interface as it relates to standard setting by the OIE and 

the evaluation of disease status of a Member Country 

During 2008, the Commission identified as a priority issue in its work programme the 

development of a draft OIE policy on the wildlife–livestock interface as it related to 

standard setting and in the application of trade-facilitating concepts such as zoning and 

compartmentalisation. Both the Working Group on Wildlife Diseases and the ad hoc Group 

on Epidemiology were tasked with drafting such a policy for consideration by the 

Commission. This issue was also discussed between the Scientific and Code Commissions 

and it was realised that the concept posed several challenges to the OIE that needed to be 

resolved. The concern of the Scientific Commission was that mere inclusion in each chapter 

of the Terrestrial Code of those wildlife species that might play a role in a particular disease 

would not fully resolve all the questions when considering the significance of wildlife in an 

OIE listed disease, especially in the context of official recognition of disease-free status. 

Factors such as the significance of wildlife in the epidemiology of the disease, the relevance 

of separable versus non-separable wildlife species, the role of wildlife in the maintenance of 

the disease in domestic animals, and the maintenance of the disease in the wildlife 

population needed to be considered alone and in relation with trade implications when 

considering criteria for disease-free status in livestock.  

217. Schmallenberg virus 

The Scientific Commission took note, with appreciation, of the two meetings of experts 

convened by the Director General to discuss the emergence of this disease/syndrome in 

Europe. 
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The Commission, while mindful of the limited knowledge of the disease so far available, 

reviewed and endorsed the recommendations of the ad hoc Group. An update on the current 

available information would be provided in detail to the Assembly separately by 

Prof. Thomas Mettenleiter. 

218. OIE Collaborating Centres 

The Commission was informed of the new OIE policy and procedure to designate 

Collaborating Centres, in line with the revised Basic Texts of the OIE adopted in May 2011. 

The Scientific Commission was now responsible for evaluating applications related to risk 

analysis, epidemiology, wildlife, disease control and the animal–human–ecosystems 

interface and to make recommendations to the Council for consideration. Applications from 

three Member Countries for the designation of OIE Collaborating Centres were considered 

and recommendations made to the Council. Of note, the Commission recommended 

acceptance of a proposal to establish an OIE Collaborating Centre for Research, Diagnosis 

and Surveillance of Wildlife Pathogens that would be a consortium formed by the United 

States Department of the Interior, United States Geological Survey, National Wildlife 

Health Center, Madison, Wisconsin, United States of America and the current OIE 

Collaborating Centre at the Canadian Cooperative Wildlife Health Centre, Department of 

Veterinary Pathology, Western College of Veterinary Medicine, University of 

Saskatchewan, Canada; and of an OIE Collaborating Centre for Zoonoses of Asia-Pacific at 

the Harbin Veterinary Research Institute, Harbin, China (People’s Rep. of). The 

Commission also recommended to the Council that training per se should be regarded as an 

integral part of a generic mandate of all OIE Collaborating Centres and that newly 

designating a dedicated Collaborating Centre for training was not justified. 

219. Work of ad hoc Groups still in progress 

The President of the Commission informed Delegates of tasks assigned to ad hoc Groups 

that were still in progress and that would be presented for consideration at the 81st General 

Session in 2013: 

Brucellosis: The Terrestrial Code chapter was revised in toto by an ad hoc Group, but 

needed to be reconsidered in view of the revised policy on a pathogen-based approach for 

disease chapters in the Terrestrial Code and in terms of whether it would be appropriate to 

include all pathogens for various host species into one chapter or to maintain different 

chapters by different domestic host species for disease control and trade purposes. 

Guide on Terrestrial Animal Health Surveillance: Good progress had been made with 

this much-needed handbook, which would be a practical guide for veterinarians and 

para-veterinary professionals. The guideline would also incorporate principles of wildlife 

surveillance and disease modelling.  

Official Disease Status Recognition for Classical Swine Fever (CSF): Following 

discussions between the Scientific and Code Commissions, the proposed new text would 

once again be reviewed before being submitted for Member Country comments. 

Peste des Petits Ruminants: The ad hoc Group would be requested to convene again to 

reconsider the proposed draft amended text. The scope of susceptible species and especially 

those species of epidemiological significance needed to be reconsidered against possible 

trade implications and compliance with the possible criteria for official disease status 

recognition by the OIE. 

Rift Valley Fever: The Scientific Commission agreed to request the Director General to 

convene an ad hoc Group on Rift Valley fever to review and update the current chapter of 

the Terrestrial Code. 

Honey Bee Diseases: Finalisation of chapters of the Terrestrial Code following Member 

Country comments was underway. 
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Antimicrobial Resistance: Finalisation of the updating of the remaining chapters of the 

Terrestrial Code was underway. 

220. Working Group on Wildlife Diseases 

The Commission acknowledged with appreciation the excellent work done by the Working 

Group in support of the objectives of the Commission and the OIE. The Commission also 

noted with appreciation the contribution of members of the Working Group in support of 

the training of designated OIE national Focal Points on Wildlife. The curriculum for the 

second round of training workshops for Focal Points was developed by the Collaborating 

Centre on Wildlife in Canada (Canadian Cooperative Wildlife Health Centre). The training 

of Focal Points in the five OIE regions focused on providing practical information about 

setting up wildlife disease surveillance programmes, interpreting the data obtained from 

such programmes and notification to the OIE of diseases in wildlife. Publication of the 

training manual for the second cycle was anticipated. 

The Commission supported the initiative to work on guidelines on baseline surveillance in 

wild animals, which would be sustainable at minimum costs. The Commission 

recommended that OFFLU provide a first draft to be discussed by the ad hoc Group on 

Epidemiology in collaboration with the Working Group. The Commission expressed its 

support for the publication by the OIE of the detailed document on the risk analysis of 

wildlife diseases that was being developed in collaboration with the International Union for 

Conservation of Nature (IUCN). 

Following discussion with the Code Commission on the wildlife–livestock interface policy 

and on surveillance in wildlife, the Working Group was requested by the Commission to 

assist in the identification of epidemiologically important wildlife species for inclusion in 

the Terrestrial Code chapters, taking care not to list every susceptible species but to 

propose the main ones where documented evidence indicated their role in the epidemiology 

of a disease that could compromise safe trade. 

Members of the Working Group were also active in participating in selected ad hoc Groups 

where wildlife played a significant role in the epidemiology of the disease, such as the ad 

hoc Groups on Rabies, Brucellosis and Classical Swine Fever. 

A brief overview was also provided by the President of the Commission on significant 

wildlife disease events occurring across the globe. 

221. Evaluation of Member Country applications for official recognition of disease 

status  

a) Evaluation of Member Country status for Foot and mouth disease (FMD) 

The Commission acknowledged with appreciation the work done by the ad hoc Group. 

The ad hoc Group had received and evaluated dossiers for disease status recognition 

from four Member Countries, the recovery of status of one Member Country that had 

experienced an outbreak of FMD, and dossiers to be evaluated for the endorsement of 

official control programmes for FMD from three Member Countries. 

Evaluation of the request from a Member Country for recovery of FMD free 

country status where vaccination is not practised 

The Commission reviewed and endorsed the recommendations of the ad hoc Group on 

the application from one Member Country for the recovery of FMD free country status 

where vaccination is not practised. The application was not approved by the 

Commission and was referred back to the applicant Member Country for consideration 

of the provisions provided in Article 8.5.2. 
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Evaluation of the requests from three Member Countries for the establishment 

of a zone free from FMD where vaccination is not practised 

The Commission reviewed and endorsed the recommendations of the ad hoc Group on 

the applications from three Member Countries for the establishment of an FMD free 

zone where vaccination is not practised. The application from one Member Country 

was not approved by the Commission and was referred back to the applicant Member 

Country for consideration of the provisions provided in Article 8.5.2. 

In the case of the application from Bolivia, the Commission concluded that the zone 

without vaccination in a portion of the Macro-region of the Altiplano of Bolivia fulfilled 

the conditions to be considered an FMD free zone without vaccination, in accordance 

with Article 8.5.4. of the Terrestrial Code. 

In the case of the third application, the Commission, after discussions with the 

Director General, decided to apply the provisions of Resolution XXII of the 76th 

General Session and requested the Director General to mandate an expert mission to 

the country to enable the Commission to make an informed decision, taking into 

account the findings of the mission. 

Evaluation of the request from a Member Country for the establishment of a 

zone free from FMD where vaccination is practised 

The Commission reviewed and endorsed the recommendations of the ad hoc Group on 

the application from a Member Country for the establishment of an FMD free zone 

where vaccination is practised. The application was not approved by the Commission 

and was referred back to the applicant Member Country for consideration of the 

provisions provided in Article 8.5.2. 

Evaluation of the requests from three Member Countries for the endorsement 

of official control programmes for FMD 

The Commission took note of the observations of the ad hoc Group that the format of 

the existing questionnaire in Article 1.6.7. of the Terrestrial Code focused mainly on 

information on the current status of the disease in a country and might not be clear 

enough in respect of information required from Member Countries on the future plans 

and activities for FMD control. The Commission considered and endorsed the proposal 

for an amendment to Article 1.6.7. of the Terrestrial Code and requested the Code 

Commission to circulate the amended Article for Member Country comments and 

possible adoption at the present General Session. 

The Commission considered and endorsed the recommendations of the ad hoc Group 

that the Assembly endorse the official control programmes for FMD of the following 

countries: 

Algeria, Morocco and Tunisia. 

These recommendations were submitted for adoption by the World Assembly of 

Delegates in Draft Resolutions Nos. 14 and 15.  

b) Evaluation of Member Country status for contagious bovine 

pleuropneumonia (CBPP)  

No applications were received from Member Countries for the evaluation of their 

CBPP status. 

Endorsement of the existing list of Member Countries free from CBPP was submitted 

for adoption by the World Assembly of Delegates in Draft Resolution No. 17.  



– 50 – 

80 GS/FR – PARIS, May 2012 

c) Evaluation of Member Country status for bovine spongiform encephalopathy 

(BSE) 

As reported during the 79th General Session, the Commission requested 

recommendations from the authors of the BSurv surveillance model for BSE on 

possible alternatives to accommodate the surveillance needs of Member Countries with 

a small bovine population to enable them to meet the criteria of the Terrestrial Code 

for a classification for BSE risk status. A response had now been received from the 

authors that would be discussed by the ad hoc Group at its next meeting to discuss 

possible amendments to the existing chapter in the Terrestrial Code. The Commission 

recommended that, in the interim, the ad hoc Group should continue to apply the 

provisions currently used to resolve such cases. 

The Commission endorsed the minor changes proposed by the ad hoc Group to simplify 

the format for the annual reconfirmation of status, in response to the comments raised 

by a Member Country. The amended text for the annual reconfirmation of status would 

be posted on the OIE website after the 80th General Session. 

The Commission considered and supported all of the recommendations of the ad hoc 

Group on the evaluation of 10 Member Countries for the evaluation of their BSE risk 

status and agreed to recommend that the Assembly, at the 80th General Session, 

officially recognise the following Member Countries as having a negligible risk 

status for BSE: 

Austria, Belgium, Brazil and Colombia. 

The Commission agreed to recommend that the Assembly, at the 80th General Session, 

officially recognise the following Member Countries as having a controlled risk 

status for BSE: 

Croatia and Nicaragua. 

For the remaining four Member Countries, the applications were not approved and 

referred back to the applicant Member Countries with suggestions on the actions they 

could take to comply with the requirements of Chapter 11.5 of the Terrestrial Code. 

These recommendations were submitted to the Assembly for approval in Draft 

Resolution No. 16.  

222. Future work programme of the Scientific Commission 

The Commission identified the following issues that needed to be attended to and/or 

finalised during the coming year: 

 Finalisation of a Guide for Terrestrial Animal Disease Surveillance. 

 Finalisation of the updated Terrestrial Code chapters on brucellosis for bovines, small 

ruminants, porcines and possibly for camelidae. 

 Review and update of the existing Terrestrial Code chapter on Peste des petits 

ruminants (PPR) in respect of provisions for safety of commodities, official status 

recognition and possibly global eradication. 

 Review and finalisation of the Terrestrial Code chapter on CSF for official recognition 

of status. 

 Finalisation of an OIE policy on the wildlife–livestock interface and its relationship to 

standard setting for the Terrestrial Code. 

 Finalisation of the guidelines for general disease control strategies. 

 Update of the Terrestrial Code chapter on Rift Valley fever. 
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 Harmonisation of the Terrestrial Code chapters on viral diseases of pigs in respect of 

control measures relative to management practices. 

 Harmonisation of the vector surveillance and vector control strategies for bluetongue, 

African horse sickness and epizootic haemorrhagic disease (EHD). 

223. After the presentation of the report of the Scientific Commission, the President opened the 

floor for discussion. 

224. The Delegate of the United States of America (USA), speaking on behalf of the group 

comprising Canada, Australia, New Zealand and USA, and also on behalf of the 

30 countries of the Americas Region of the OIE, stressed the need to improve the efficiency 

and procedural transparency in the official disease status recognition and recommended the 

development of more transparent procedures for the selection of experts to serve in relevant 

ad hoc Groups. The Delegate felt that the current process did not provide sufficient 

information to allow countries to support the outcome of the evaluations endorsed by the 

Scientific Commission. Evaluations should be based on more objective criteria to help 

Member Countries understand the procedures and interpret their outcome. The Delegate of 

the USA informed the Assembly that he had provided some recommendations for 

improvement in writing to the OIE, including better communication with the Delegates of 

Member Countries whose applications had been denied regarding the rationale for such 

decision and a clear explanation of the gaps to be filled to attain the desired outcome. 

Detailed evaluation reports should be made available to all Member Countries where an 

official disease status was recommended so that the endorsement by the Assembly was 

based on documented scientific facts. He believed that where evaluations made use of 

additional information that had not been included in the country submissions, it should be 

so clearly documented. He strongly urged the OIE to take necessary actions in this respect.  

225.  The Delegate of Zimbabwe, speaking on behalf of the 52 African Member Countries of the 

OIE, appreciated the effort of the OIE for developing a global strategy for FMD control. He 

suggested that the provisions in Chapter 8.5 on the trade of safe commodities be re-

examined to include more practical guidance to facilitate export of animal-derived products. 

226. The Delegate of South Africa, speaking on behalf of the 52 African Member Countries of the 

OIE, made two comments related to the Terrestrial Code. First, the Delegate proposed that 

the Scientific Commission work on the development of a new chapter on porcine respiratory 

reproductive syndrome (PRRS) to prevent the introduction of PRRS in countries free of the 

disease, while recognising that it might be difficult to differentiate between highly 

pathogenic and non-pathogenic strains of the virus. Secondly, on the revision of the 

classical swine fever (CSF) chapter to introduce official disease status recognition, the 

Delegate expressed the need for a consistent approach, across the Terrestrial Code 

chapters, with regard to the wildlife and livestock interface. The role of wildlife and its 

implication in disease status for CSF should be consistent with the recommendations for 

African swine fever while taking account of the difference in the epidemiology of the 

diseases.  

227. The Delegate of Rwanda, speaking on behalf of the 52 African Member Countries of the 

OIE, and supported by the Delegate of Kenya, also commented on the interface between 

wildlife and livestock: out of the 80 listed diseases of the OIE, 24 were linked to wild 

animals. The Delegate mentioned the particular relevance of the wildlife–livestock 

interface in Africa and reiterated the desire that the OIE maintain coherence among the 

Terrestrial Code chapters. The costs of surveillance in wildlife and trade implications 

should also be taken into account. The Delegate expressed his satisfaction that after many 

years without significant progress in this area, the concerns of Member Countries had now 

been taken into account. 
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228. The Delegate of Denmark supported the request of the Delegate of the United States of 

America to increase transparency in the evaluation procedure for the official recognition of 

disease status. 

229. The Delegate of Sudan, speaking on behalf of the 52 African Member Countries of the OIE, 

commented on the draft chapter on peste des petits ruminants (PPR). He acknowledged the 

progress made and recognised that safe commodities should be determined on a scientific 

basis before adoption of the chapter. He appreciated the progress being made by the OIE 

towards the introduction of official status recognition and the global eradication of this 

disease.  

230. The Delegate of Malaysia welcomed the consideration of the specific situations faced by the 

countries with small cattle populations in the evaluation of BSE risk status, and requested 

that historical freedom from BSE, a situation found in many Asian countries, be taken into 

account in the Terrestrial Code.  

231. The Delegate of India expressed concern that influenza was not included as a priority in the 

work of the Scientific Commission despite the mortalities found in pigs and humans. He 

considered that there was inconsistency in policies dealing with wildlife, especially in 

relation to the avian influenza chapter and that the concept of zoning looked irrelevant as 

far as avian influenza was concerned. He believed that notifiable lowly pathogenic 

influenza should also be considered as a risk. He called for the revision of the Terrestrial 

Code chapter.  

232. The Delegate of Mongolia stated that the OIE’s official recognition of disease status was a 

key tool for trade facilitation, and that trust could be improved if countries shared the 

information and helped each other. He also supported the comment of the Delegate of 

Malaysia on small cattle populations and BSE.  

233. The Delegate of Botswana, speaking on behalf of the 52 African Member Countries of the 

OIE, welcomed the ongoing review of the chapter on brucellosis, and expressed the view 

that combining all pathogens in one chapter was not practical and therefore supported the 

split of the chapter into three different chapters, one per pathogen.  

234. The Delegate of Bolivia welcomed the forthcoming official recognition of the Altiplano of 

Bolivia as free of FMD without vaccination, and stated that after so many years of fighting 

against FMD, all South American countries should continue the efforts with a view to 

achieving regional eradication. 

235. Dr Vallat, Director General of the OIE, replied to the comments mainly addressing 

procedural aspects. First, he recalled the OIE’s long-standing efforts to allow countries 

infected with certain diseases to participate in the safe trade of animals and animal 

products, through recently developed concepts such as zoning, and compartimentalisation. 

The Director General mentioned that henceforth national website links regarding 

compartments recognised by Member Countries could be placed on the OIE webpage. In 

addition, he reminded the Assembly of the OIE’s effort to incorporate new diseases, at the 

request of Member Countries, in the list of diseases that require official recognition. The 

role of wildlife in disease status recognition would be carefully examined by the experts, 

who did not always agree with each other and who needed to find consensus so that the 

chapter on CSF would be adopted in 2013. Secondly, the Director General reminded the 

Assembly that the Scientific Commission, elected by the Member Countries, had the 

authority to recommend directly the official recognition of disease status to the Assembly. 

In this task, the Scientific Commission could request the Director General to convene ad 

hoc Group meetings of international experts or set up field missions. The Director General 

expressed his commitment to allocating more staff resources to service the Scientific 

Commission and ad hoc Groups, in view of improving communication with Member 

Countries and putting more detail in official reports, while safeguarding confidentiality of 

countries’ identity where applications did not succeed. Furthermore, the Director General 

stated that Member Countries had a period of 60 days prior to the Assembly to request 
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technical information from the OIE and from Member Countries being proposed for 

recognition of disease status. Finally, he noted that issues related to the Terrestrial Code 

chapters would be discussed later and more appropriately addressed by the President of the 

Code Commission. 

236. Dr Brückner, President of the Scientific Commission, stressed that the two main pillars for 

evaluating dossiers for official disease status were the relevant provisions in the Terrestrial 

Code and Terrestrial Manual chapters. He reaffirmed that the issue of safe commodities in 

relation to FMD would remain on the agenda of the Commission. PRRS would be considerd 

by both the Scientific and the Code Commissions, but it was not yet envisaged to convene 

an ad hoc Group. PRRS would be considered together with other swine diseases once the 

chapter on CSF was adopted. On avian influenza, Dr Brückner invited the Delegate of 

India to submit to the OIE for consideration any new information on mortalities and other 

relevant aspects of the disease in order to determine whether there was need for revision of 

the current chapter. Finally, he reassured the Assembly that the Scientific Commission 

would pursue its work on PPR, CSF, Brucellosis and BSE, among others, taking into 

account the comments made.  

237. At this point, Dr Brückner invited Prof. Thomas Mettenleiter to briefly update the 

Assembly on the recent occurrence of Schmallenberg virus infection in Europe. 

238. In summer 2011, Dutch and German veterinarians reported inconclusive signs of a possibly 

infectious illness in cattle which was associated primarily with diarrhoea in The 

Netherlands and pronounced milk drop and fever in Germany. Sample testing excluded 

bluetongue virus infection or other known viral infections of cattle. Next-generation 

sequencing of three pooled blood samples revealed the presence of gene segments closely 

related to members of the Bunyaviridae family, genus Orthobunyavirus, with close 

relatives in the Simbu virus serogroup. The infectious agent was named ‘Schmallenberg 

Virus’ (SBV) after the location in Germany where the samples originated. Close relatives of 

SBV, Akabane, Aino and Shamonda viruses, had been known to cause rather innocuous 

primary infections in cattle and small ruminants as well as characteristic malformations 

referred to as arthrogryposis – hydranencephaly syndrome in fetuses if infection took place 

at a vulnerable period of time during pregnancy. Lambs and kids with these malformations 

were born starting from December 2011 and tested positive for SBV with a newly developed 

PCR35 in a high percentage of cases. This was later followed by the birth of similarly 

malformed calves. The disease spread rapidly over a wide geographical area in Europe; as 

of 16 May 2012, animals in 4140 farms in Germany, The Netherlands, Belgium, France, 

United Kingdom, Luxembourg, Italy and Spain had tested positive for SBV. The virus, 

isolated from several tissue samples, showed typical ultra-structural characteristics of a 

bunyavirus. Detailed phylogenetic analysis confirmed that SBV was a hitherto unknown 

infectious agent belonging to the Simbu virus serogroup, members of which had never been 

found in Europe. Apparently, the introduction of SBV occurred in a region which had seen 

in 2006 the first bluetongue virus serotype 8 (BTV-8) cases in Central Europe. Detection 

initially relied on PCR amplification of viral genome segments, later supplemented by 

antibody detection using serum neutralisation and indirect immunofluorescence assays. In 

addition to domestic ruminants, antibodies to SBV were also found in wild ruminants. More 

recently, a commercial ELISA36 became available. Like its relatives, SBV was detected in 

biting midges such as Culicoides obsoletus, C. dewulfi and others, indicating vector-

mediated transmission similar to other viruses of the Simbu serogroup. Experimental 

                                                      

35  PCR: polymerase chain reaction 
36  ELISA: enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay 
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infection studies in cattle and sheep demonstrated a rather short period of viremia after 

primary infection that lasted about one week and suggested that infections by oral route or 

by contact did not occur. Infection-induced immunological responses resulted in complete 

protection against challenge test. Serological studies performed by Dutch and German 

authorities on humans exposed to SBV did not demonstrate any evidence of zoonotic 

infection, confirming the outcome of prior risk assessments performed by the European 

Centre for Disease Prevention and Control and the European Food Safety Authority. 

Schmallenberg virus being vector-transmitted, no new infections should have occurred in 

the past few months due to the lack of vector activity, but the disease might soon reappear 

with the advent of a vector-active season. Since no vaccine was available yet, farmers were 

advised to protect their animals from vector attack where possible and to schedule seasonal 

insemination to avoid the vulnerable period of pregnancy coinciding with the season of 

increased vector activity. The OIE had developed a regularly updated factsheet on SBV. 

(http://www.oie.int/fileadmin/Home/eng/Our_scientific_expertise/docs/pdf/A_Schmallenberg

_virus.pdf).  

239. After the presentation on Schmallenberg virus, the President opened the floor for 

comments and questions on this particular subject.  

240. The Delegate of the Denmark, speaking on behalf of the 27 EU Member Countries, 

congratulated the Scientific Commission for the work done on Schmallenberg virus (SBV) 

and expressed the wish of the EU countries to continue to participate in future work in the 

area. He welcomed the conclusions of the OIE ad hoc Group on SBV, in particular the 

absence of a zoonotic risk, the very low impact on livestock with less than 4000 cases in 

pregnant ruminants out of 125 million ruminants in eight affected Member States of the 

EU, and the negligeable risk presented by the major commodities. The recent evolution of 

the infection indicated that SBV should no longer be considered as an emerging disease in 

Western Europe. The EU had taken a transparent approach by notifying outbreaks to the 

OIE and invited OIE Member Countries to act in a similar manner should similar 

situations occur in future. He called on OIE Member Countries to take due account of these 

conclusions and not to impose scientifically unjustified trade restrictions, given that no 

trade-restrictive measures were applied to other viruses of the Simbu Group.  

241. The Delegate of Canada expressed his appreciation of the high level of the scientific work 

conducted by Prof. Mettenleitner and his team. He welcomed the spirit of collaboration and 

willingness to share the samples, materials and scientific results between countries to 

ensure accurate and timely diagnosis.  

242. The Delegate of Australia wondered how the infection was likely to evolve in the next 

vector-active period. Prof. Mettenleiter answered that the epidemiology of the disease was 

not yet sufficiently understood to speculate on this and stressed the need to pursue 

collection of relevant data.  

243. The Delegate of Brazil requested the scientific evidence for not imposing trade restrictions 

on semen and embryos. Prof. Mettenleiter replied that the very short duration of viraemia 

and rapidly acquired immunity were the two mains arguments against the need for trade 

restriction. He invited Delegates to defer to the recently updated OIE Factsheet, available 

on the OIE website, for more detailed information.  

http://www.oie.int/fileadmin/Home/eng/Our_scientific_expertise/docs/pdf/A_Schmallenberg_virus.pdf
http://www.oie.int/fileadmin/Home/eng/Our_scientific_expertise/docs/pdf/A_Schmallenberg_virus.pdf
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244. The Director General thanked all the countries affected by SBV for notifying infections, in a 

timely manner, as an emerging disease. After end of May 2012, affected Member Countries 

that so desired could send a final report and consider the disease endemic. The information 

published by the OIE on the safe trade of commodities and animals would be further 

updated as more information became available. More scientific research was needed on 

SBV and other viruses in the same family found in other countries of the world. He 

reminded the Assembly that revised criteria for the listing of diseases were being presented 

for adoption at the present General Session, indicating that this disease would not be 

eligible for the listing according to these revised criteria. He also pointed out that the 

Scientific Commission, based on its knowledge of the situation, confirmed the negligible 

risk posed by meat, milk, semen and embryos. 

245. The Assembly adopted the Report of the Scientific Commission.  

Adoption of Draft Resolution No. 14 

Recognition of the Foot and Mouth Disease Status of Member Countries 

246. The President submitted Draft Resolution No. 14 for adoption. The Delegate of the 

Philippines proposed to replace “province of Mindanao” by “the islands of Mindanao”, and 

“provinces of Visayas, Palawan and Masbate” by “the islands of Visayas and the provinces 

of Palawan and Masbate”. The resolution as amended was adopted unanimously. The text 

appears under Resolution No. 14 at the end of this report.  

Adoption of Draft Resolution No. 15 

Endorsement of official control programmes for Foot and Mouth Disease  

of Member Countries 

247. The President submitted Draft Resolution No. 15 for adoption. The resolution was adopted 

unanimously. The text appears under Resolution No. 15 at the end of this report.  

Adoption of Draft Resolution No. 16 

Recognition of the Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy Risk Status  

of Member Countries 

248. The President submitted Draft Resolution No. 16 for adoption. The resolution was adopted 

unanimously. The text appears under Resolution No. 16 at the end of this report.  

Adoption of Draft Resolution No. 17 

Recognition of the Contagious Bovine Pleuropneumonia Disease Status  

of Member Countries 

249. The President submitted Draft Resolution No. 17 for adoption. The resolution was adopted 

unanimously. The text appears under Resolution No. 17 at the end of this report. 

WEDNESDAY 23  MAY  2012  

FOURTH PLENARY SESSION 

Presentations by International Organisations 

having an Agreement with the OIE (contd) 

250. The President informed the Assembly that the remaining international organisation which 

had not yet made its presentation were invited to address the Assembly during this plenary 

session. 

Fédération Equestre Internationale 

251. Dr Graeme Cooke, Veterinary Director, Fédération Equestre Internationale (FEI), reported 

on the activities of his organisation relevant to the OIE.  
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252. Dr Cooke informed the Assembly that the role of the FEI in equestrian sport was to: protect 

the image and develop equestrian sport; provide rules and standards; regulate all FEI 

events, including the veterinary aspects. With regard to this last item, the FEI had 

extensive veterinary regulations to protect horses and the sport, supported by a welfare 

code. In 2012, the FEI would make it mandatory for all veterinarians working in the sport 

to comply with a biosecurity code. 

253. The FEI was subdivided into nine regional groups based on geographical distribution. The 

number of FEI events (for all disciplines) reached 2000 in 2005 and would exceed 3000 in 

2012, representing a 40% increase. Dr Cooke pointed out that the economic effect of 

equestrian sport was extensive and totalled 100 billion Euros a year with 5% annual 

growth. Every 10 horses created one job. 

254. Dr Cooke stressed that the high health performance of sport horses was extremely 

important. Once the horse had entered into international horse competition it was subject 

to very comprehensive veterinary supervision, given the high stakes.  

255. Dr Cooke provided the Assembly with an outline of the FEI veterinary system with rules 

and regulations and over 1500 veterinary officials. Specifically, FEI addressed welfare 

codes and legislation; identification methods and passport controls; doping and medication 

controls; safety and injury prevention and management; disease control and international 

trade responsibilities; and education and communication. 

256. Dr Cooke indicated that there were career opportunities for veterinarians working for the 

FEI: starting as ‘FEI permitted treating veterinarian’, proceeding to ‘FEI official 

veterinarian’ and finally being promoted to ‘Endurance official and Endurance Treatment 

Veterinarian’. He emphasised the importance of horse examiners and inspectors, which 

were vital to FEI competitions as they were responsible for implementing the various tasks: 

– Passport Control: checking biosecurity issues, establishing the horse’s identity, verifying 

all other details during the First Examination;  

– Veterinary Examination/Biosecurity: conducting a clinical examination to establish 

health status and to detect possible contagious diseases; 

– Horse Inspections: procedure to ensure horses are healthy to participate or to continue 

in competition. 

257. Concerning international movements to equestrian events, Dr Cooke regretted that the 

general understanding of the FEI veterinary process was still poor due to a history of poor 

communication between the sport and government. This had led to insufficient knowledge 

and application of the concepts and principles of the OIE Terrestrial Code; varying 

requirements and their variable application; and extremely low levels of self-declaration of 

country freedom from equine disease and a lack of use of the zoning concept (Equine 

Disease Free Zones - EDFZs). 

258. Dr Cooke appreciated that the OIE had recently convened a group of experts to look into 

the problems relating to the movement of high-health, high-performance sport horses and 

looked forward to positive developments on the issue for both government and industry. 

Future actions would include: establishing a strategic framework for countries and regions 

to harmonise their approach to sanitary conditions for the temporary international 

movement of competition horses; creating a concept of an equine ‘subpopulation’ with a 
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lower risk; more emphasis on biosecurity and guidelines during and between events; 

greater use of self-declaration of country freedom; improving methods to test surveillance 

and reporting; strengthening training and communication. 

259. In closing, Dr Cooke presented an FEI video which demonstrated the reasons why it was 

important to reduce the risks associated with the movement of animals. 

Activities of the Specialist Commissions and Working Groups (contd) 

Terrestrial Animal Health Standards Commission 

260. Working Group on Animal Production Food Safety 

Dr Alejandro Thiermann noted that the Working Group on Animal Production Food Safety 

(APFSWG) had held its eleventh meeting at the OIE Headquarters from 15 to 17 November 

2011. He noted that the full report, including the work programme for 2012, was appended 

to the report of the February 2012 meeting of the Code Commission, which had been 

distributed to OIE Delegates and published on the OIE website.  

261. Dr Thiermann summarised the key points raised at the APFSWG meeting.  

With a view to proposing future priorities in standards development, the APFSWG 

examined two reviews of the scientific literature on the control of Salmonella spp. in 

food-producing animals other than poultry and verotoxigenic Escherichia coli (VTEC) in 

food-producing animals. The Working Group thanked the authors for their work and 

requested that they provide some additional information and place more emphasis on the 

availability and efficacy of applying measures at the farm-level to reduce the incidence of 

these pathogens, and an assessment of their outcomes.  

The APFSWG reviewed the draft report on “Scientific evidence on the relationship between 

animal welfare and animal production food safety” and agreed that this paper could inform 

possible future work on the issues of relevance to animal welfare and food safety. However, 

the Working Group did not support undertaking any further work on this topic at this time 

because of a lack of scientific information.  

The APFSWG provided detailed comments on the draft new Terrestrial Code Chapter 3.4. 

Veterinary Legislation and on the document “Minimum Competencies Expected of Day 1 

Veterinary Graduates to Assure Delivery of High Quality National Veterinary Services”. It 

also commented on the private standards issue and on the OIE proposal to harmonise the 

OIE and the CAC approaches to the work of standard setting.  

The Working Group supported the progress on zoonotic parasites and on antimicrobial 

resistance in both terrestrial and aquatic animals and encouraged the continued 

collaboration with CAC, FAO and WHO in these areas.  

262. The Assembly noted the report of the Working Group on Animal Production Food Safety. 
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Adoption of Draft Resolution No. 21 

Animal Production Food Safety 

263. The President submitted draft Resolution No. 21 for adoption. The resolution was adopted 

unanimously. The text appears under Resolution No. 21 at the end of this report. 

264. Animal Welfare Working Group 

Dr Thiermann noted that the Animal Welfare Working Group (AWWG) had held its tenth 

meeting at the OIE Headquarters from 21 to 23 June 2011. He noted that the full report 

had been appended to the report of the September 2011 meeting of the Code Commission, 

and the AWWG draft work programme for 2012 distributed to Delegates as an annex to the 

report of the Code Commission’s February 2012 meeting. Both documents had been 

published on the OIE website.  

Dr Thiermann referred briefly to the following key points raised and discussed at the tenth 

AWWG meeting: 

– A successful joint meeting was held between the AWWG and representatives of the OIE 

Collaborating Centres dealing with animal welfare located in Italy, Chile/Uruguay and 

New Zealand/Australia.  

– At the Director General’s request, it was agreed to prepare draft criteria and 

recommendations to assist with the evaluation of new applications for OIE Collaborating 

Centre status, particularly where a Centre had already been recognised within a Region.  

– Interaction between the AWWG and the OIE Working Group on Animal Production Food 

Safety (APFSWG) and the Working Group on Wildlife Diseases has been facilitated via 

an exchange of meeting reports. It was agreed to further encourage this important 

interaction.  

– The preparation, in conjunction with the APFSWG, of a literature review on the 

relationship between animal welfare and food safety. 

– Current developments relating to animal welfare risk assessment and options for its 

utilisation by the OIE.  

– In relation to the report of the ad hoc Group on Veterinary Education, recommendations 

were made on the text dealing with animal welfare in “Day 1 Competencies”. 

– To address the feedback provided from Member Countries on the draft text on broiler 

chicken production systems, it was agreed to prepare a draft Terrestrial Code text on 

‘General Principles for livestock production systems’, which would be applicable to all 

species and within all OIE regions. 

– To address issues related to the export of live animals for slaughter, it was agreed to 

prepare a discussion paper relating to animal welfare considerations associated with 

religious slaughter. It was envisaged that this paper would assist Member Countries in 

initiating dialogue with national religious authorities. The paper is publicly available on 

the OIE website. 
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– The importance of Regional Animal Welfare Strategies (RAWS), in facilitating 

implementation of standards nationally, was emphasised and the progress made in the 

different OIE regions reviewed. It was agreed that the RAWS approved for the Asia, the 

Far East and Oceania region continued to be a valuable model for strategy development.  

– It was agreed that planning for the Third OIE Global Conference on Animal Welfare, to 

be held in Kuala Lumpur (Malaysia) from 6 to 8 November, would commence with the 

production of a concept note. 

– Support was confirmed for the proposed development of standards for working animals 

in collaboration with relevant animal welfare NGOs and FAO. 

– It was agreed to commence discussion about disaster relief and management of animal 

welfare in conjunction with relevant animal welfare NGOs.  

– Support was reaffirmed for the priorities being addressed by the ad hoc Group on 

Laboratory Animal Welfare. Its maintenance as a “virtual group”, by the Director 

General, after its fifth and final meeting, was agreed to be strategically important. 

265. In relation to the 2012 Work Programme of the AWWG, Dr Thiermann noted the opinion of 

the Code Commission that work on new standards should consider livestock production 

systems as a priority. He also commented on the importance of supporting Member 

Countries to implement the adopted animal welfare standards and expressed the opinion 

that activities aimed at strengthening the capacity of Veterinary Services to achieve 

implementation would be an appropriate focus for the AWWG in 2012–2013.  

266. The Delegate of Australia thanked Dr Thiermann for his report and stated that he 

supported the proposed work programme. He recommended that priority be given to 

reviewing Chapter 7.5 Slaughter of Animals. 

267. Dr Thiermann noted this request. 

268. The Delegate of Norway referred to Recommendation No. 1 of Resolution No. 22, regarding 

membership of the AWWG and requested that consideration be given to gender balance. 

The Director General advised that Dr Marosi Molomo, OIE Delegate for Lesotho, would 

continue as a member of the AWWG. 

269. The Assembly noted the report of the Animal Welfare Working Group. 

Adoption of Draft Resolution No. 22 

Animal Welfare 

270. The President submitted draft Resolution No. 22 for adoption. The resolution was adopted 

unanimously. The text appears under Resolution No. 22 at the end of this report. 

271. Report of the Terrestrial Animal Health Standards Commission 

Dr Thiermann, President of the Terrestrial Animal Health Standards Commission (Code 

Commission), reported on the work of the Commission since the previous General Session. 

He stated that a full Commission meeting had been held at the OIE Headquarters from 

13 to 22 September 2011. The Commission had met again from 14 to 23 February 2012 to 

examine reports of ad hoc Group meetings, as well as Member Country comments on the 

report of its September meeting and to identify issues which should be presented at the 

General Session. The items and comments on texts that were not being submitted for 
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adoption at this General Session and that could not be dealt with during the February 

meeting would be discussed at the next meeting of the Code Commission in September 

2012, together with any new Member Country comments on the report of the February 

2012 meeting as well as those received at this General Session.  

Dr Thiermann expressed his appreciation to his fellow members of the Code Commission 

(Drs E. Bonbon and J. Caetano and Profs S.C. MacDiarmid and A.M. Hassan) for their 

expertise and dedication and commitment during the entire year. He lamented the absence 

of Dr S.K. Hargreaves for health reasons from this year’s Code Commission meetings. 

Dr-Thiermann thanked Dr Sarah Kahn, Dr Masatsugu Okita and other staff of the OIE 

International Trade Department for their work in assisting the Commission in its tasks. 

Dr Thiermann considered that it had again been a productive year for the OIE, with 30 new 

or revised texts being submitted for adoption. Dr Thiermann thanked Member Countries, 

and especially those of the Americas and the European Union, for their active participation 

in the standard-setting work of the OIE. However, the Code Commission continued to 

encourage further contribution of Member Countries, especially from developing countries.  

Dr Thiermann noted that several Member Countries had commented on translation errors 

and discrepancies between the Spanish and English texts of the Terrestrial Code and the 

report of the Code Commission meeting. He advised Delegates that, as reported last year, a 

special translator had been recruited with the financial support of Spain and continued to 

examine all Spanish texts for accuracy. He assured Delegates that the OIE would make 

continuous efforts to resolve these linguistic issues and to expedite the distribution of the 

Code Commission reports in all three official languages.  

Dr Thiermann also thanked Delegates for respecting the OIE convention regarding the 

submission of comments, i.e. suggested modifications shown as double underline and strike 

through and the provision of a scientific justification for the proposal. He reminded 

Delegates that if comments were resubmitted without modification or new justification the 

Code Commission would not, as a rule, repeat previous opinion. Dr Thiermann encouraged 

Member Countries to refer to the explanations provided in previous reports in formulating 

their comments. 

Dr Thiermann noted that the OIE would continue to provide a preliminary version of 

meeting reports in English on the Delegates’ website as soon as possible after each meeting, 

while waiting for the official versions to be finalised and translated. Since September 2010, 

the report and all its annexes had been posted as Microsoft Word documents on the OIE 

Delegates’ website to facilitate the process of providing comments. Dr Thiermann also 

recalled the OIE policy of placing Commission reports, including Working Group and ad hoc 

Group reports, as annexes to the report, on the OIE public website. This was important in 

order to inform organisations and the general public on the transparent work being done in 

the OIE on international standards and to give them the opportunity to contribute to that 

work.  

Dr Thiermann stated that the Delegate bags contained a CD-ROM with the complete report 

of the September 2011 and February 2012 meetings of the Code Commission, including 

annexes with Working Group and ad hoc Group reports. The folder distributed at the 

General Session contained only the Introductory Part and Part A (containing texts for 

adoption) of the February 2012 report of the Code Commission, due to the volume of 

material.  
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Dr Thiermann advised Delegates that detailed comments should be submitted by 

mid-August each year for consideration by the Code Commission at its September meeting 

and by the beginning of January each year for the February meeting. He reminded 

Delegates that the Code Commission could not examine comments submitted in the period 

between the Commission’s February meeting and the General Session. Delegates could 

however make verbal comments on the report of the February meeting during the 

discussion at the General Session. The Code Commission would address these comments at 

its September meeting. 

272. Concluding his introductory remarks, Dr Thiermann reminded the Assembly that a 

modification to the text of the Terrestrial Code would be detailed in a Resolution submitted 

to the Assembly for adoption during the course of the week. 

273. Dr Thiermann presented the following texts to the Assembly for adoption. 

274. Glossary 

Dr Thiermann explained that, recognising a need for a definition for the term ‘infestation’, 

as the term ‘disinfestation’ was already in the Glossary, the Code Commission had proposed 

appropriate text. 

Dr Thiermann presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

The Delegate of Madagascar, speaking on behalf of the 52 African Member Countries, 

recommended modification of the text, with the replacement of ‘or’ by ‘and/or’. 

Dr Thiermann accepted this modification, noting that it would only apply to the French and 

Spanish versions of the text as it was understood in English.  

The revised Glossary, further amended as described above, was adopted unanimously. 

275. Notification of diseases and epidemiological information (Chapter 1.1.) 

Dr Thiermann reported that the OIE Animal Health Information Department had advised 

that telegrams were not used any more by Member Countries to notify events to the OIE 

and that the relevant text could be modified. 

Dr Thiermann presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

The Delegate of Denmark, speaking on behalf of the 27 EU Member States, supported 

adoption of the text and recommended to delete the word ‘telegram’ in the second sentence 

of Article 1.1.6. 

The revised Chapter 1.1., further amended as described above, was adopted unanimously. 

276. Criteria for the inclusion of diseases and infections on the OIE List (Chapter 1.2.) 

Dr Thiermann noted that this chapter had been the subject of two rounds of Member 

Country comments and acknowledged all contributions to revision of this important 

chapter. 

Dr Thiermann noted that the Code Commission had strengthened the reference to WAHIS 

by including a reference to this in the revised Article 1.2.1. The phrase ‘taking into account 

the animal health information notified in WAHIS’ had been removed from Article 1.2.1., 

sub point 2, because consultation of the information in WAHIS is recommended generally, 

not only when seeking to specifically demonstrate disease freedom.  
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Dr Thiermann noted that, based on the comments of two Member Countries, supported by 

the Scientific Commission, the Code Commission had deleted the phrase ‘excepting the 

situation where effective prevention and control measures are commonly used’. However, 

he recommended that the availability and use of effective prevention and control measures 

be taken into account when considering the significance of disease morbidity and mortality.  

Regarding Article 1.2.2., Dr Thiermann reported that the Code Commission had not 

accepted the recommendations of a Member Country to add the phrase ‘infectious pustular 

balanopostitis’ to the name of the disease ‘infectious bovine rhinotracheitis/infectious 

pustular vulvovaginitis’ (IBR/IPV), because IBR/IPV was in fact the common name of the 

diseases. 

Regarding a proposal that the OIE list respiratory coronavirus, Dr Thiermann 

recommended that the requesting Member Country send the OIE relevant information for 

consideration by the ad hoc Group on Notification of Animal Diseases and Pathogenic 

Agents at its next meeting.  

Dr Thiermann presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

The Delegate of Italy, speaking on behalf of the 27 EU Member States, supported adoption 

of the modified chapter but commented that the EU would look carefully at the implications 

of the removal of the text on ‘availability and use of effective control and prevention 

procedures’. The Delegate recommended that the term ‘infestation’ be included in the title 

of the chapter and wherever the word ‘disease’ or ‘infection’ appears. 

On Article 1.2.1., the Delegate recommended that the full range of means of notification be 

included, by adding the text at the end of the article ‘by fax or email’ after ‘WAHIS’.  

The Delegate of Zimbabwe, on behalf of the 52 African Member Countries, again requested 

that swine vesicular disease (SVD) be re-evaluated against the new listing criteria. 

The Delegate of Australia supported the proposed text and congratulated the Commission 

on its efforts to improve the chapter. He encouraged the ad hoc Group on the Notification of 

Animal Diseases and Pathogenic Agents to provide a detailed rationale for 

recommendations to retain or delete diseases. 

The Delegate of Italy, supporting the intervention made by the Delegate of Zimbabwe, 

requested that vesicular stomatitis (VS) be removed from the list of diseases, quoting the 

conclusions of a recent EFSA report on the impact of this disease. 

Dr Thiermann proposed to add the words ‘and infestation’ in the title of the chapter and at 

all relevant points in the text. He further proposed to modify the last sentence of Article 

1.2.1. as follows: ‘Requirements for notification detailed in Chapter 1.1. and notifications 

are to be made through WAHIS or, if not possible, by fax or email’. 

Dr Thiermann explained that once the chapter had been adopted, a decision tree would be 

developed and the ad hoc Group would be convened to review all listed diseases against the 

revised criteria, including the so-called vescular diseases. The recommendations of the ad 

hoc Group would be reported to the Code Commission and then provided to Member 

Countries, with a full justification, for adoption at the 81st General Session (2013).  

The revised Chapter 1.2., amended as described above, was adopted unanimously. 
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277. Animal health surveillance (Chapter 1.4.) 

Dr Thiermann thanked Prof. MacDiarmid, who had made an editorial revision of the 

chapter to improve the English text. He confirmed that the scientific provisions had not 

been changed.  

Dr Thiermann explained that the Code Commission had removed the reference to 

‘compartment’ from point 1 (a) and (b) of Article 1.4.6. because the text relating to the time 

of the last occurrence of the disease in historical freedom and over 25 years was not 

relevant, given that Member Countries were required to implement and document 

disease-specific biosecurity procedures when designating a compartment. 

Dr Thiermann presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

The Delegate of Denmark, speaking on behalf of the 27 EU Member States, supported the 

removal of the term ‘compartment’ from the title and from the first sentence of Article 1.4.6. 

point 1. In Article 1.4.6. point 2, the Delegate also recommended the deletion of 

‘compartment’ from the first sentence, to avoid conflict with the provisions in Chapter 4.4. 

The Delegate of Argentina supported the amended text and recommended that in the 

Spanish version of the text, ‘biologos’ be replaced by ‘profesionales’ in Article 1.4.4. points 2 

and 3 and Article 1.4.5. sub point 1 (j). 

Dr Thiermann supported the modifications proposed by both Delegates with the exception 

of the recommendation on point 2 of Article 1.4.6.  

The revised Chapter 1.4., amended as described above, was adopted unanimously. 

278. Import risk analysis (Chapter 2.1.) 

Dr Thiermann noted that Member Countries had supported the amendment proposed in 

September 2011 regarding the change from ‘release’ to ‘entry’. Consistent with that 

approach, the Code Commission proposed to make the same amendment in other relevant 

parts of the Terrestrial Code as appropriate.  

Dr Thiermann noted that a Member Country had proposed several more extensive 

amendments. However, the Commission considered that these would not significantly 

improve the current text and were already well covered by the OIE Handbook on Import 

Risk Analysis for Animals and Animal Products, and did not accept these comments.  

Dr Thiermann presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

The revised Chapter 2.1. was adopted unanimously. 

279. Support for Veterinary Services 

a) Evaluation of Veterinary Services (Chapter 3.2.) 

Dr Thiermann noted that Member Countries had supported the modification of the 

text made in September 2011 and that the Code Commission had made additional 

editorial changes in February 2012.  

Dr Thiermann proposed the revised text for adoption. 

The Delegate of France, speaking on behalf of the 27 EU Member States, supported 

adoption of the modified text but asked that the following comments be taken into 

account.  
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Regarding sub point 3 (b) of Article 3.2.6. (diagnostic laboratories), the word 

‘accredited’ in the English version of the text could cause confusion. This term usually 

referred to quality assurance procedures but, in this text, referred to activities of the 

Veterinary Services. In English, the term ‘authorised’ or ‘approved’ would be more 

appropriate. The Delegate indicated that the same modification should be made to sub 

point 5 a (ii) in Article 3.2.14.  

In sub point 5 a (ii) of Article 3.2.14. the Delegate recommended that, in the English 

text, ‘government’ should be replaced by ‘Veterinary Services’.  

The Delegate offered to provide all proposed modifications in writing to the OIE 

Headquarters. 

Dr Thiermann thanked the Delegate of France for his offer to provide a written text to 

the OIE Headquarters. Dr Thiermann agreed to replace ‘government’ by ‘Veterinary 

Authority’ and to replace ‘accredited’ by ‘authorised’. He also agreed that the Code 

Commission would consider the other modifications mentioned by the Delegate of 

France at the Code Commission’s September meeting.  

The revised Chapter 3.2., with amendment of the English version as described above, 

was adopted unanimously. 

b) Communication (Chapter 3.3.) 

Dr Thiermann noted that the comments of Member Countries on point 2 of Article 

3.3.2. had not been accepted, because the Code Commission considered that the 

current text provided for the integration of expertise in veterinary and communication 

matters within the Veterinary Services and maintained sufficient flexibility. 

Dr Thiermann presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

The revised Chapter 3.3. was adopted unanimously. 

c) Veterinary legislation (proposed new Chapter 3.4.) 

Dr Thiermann acknowledged the important contribution made by the ad hoc Group on 

Veterinary legislation. In response to a Member Country that opposed the inclusion of 

this new chapter in the Terrestrial Code, the Code Commission considered that there 

was a clear request from Member Countries for guidance on veterinary legislation and 

that care had been taken in drafting the text to respect the diverse circumstances of 

OIE Member Countries.  

He also noted that Article 3.4.1. had been modified to make reference to the obligations 

of WTO Members. 

In response to the comment that it was not the OIE’s role to define legal terms, 

Dr Thiermann explained that some terms used in the chapter needed to be defined for 

clarity. He noted that the phrase in Article 3.4.2. ‘for the purpose of this chapter’ made 

this clear.  

Dr Thiermann presented the new revised text to the Assembly. 

The Delegate of Ghana, on behalf of the 52 African Member Countries, made an 

intervention regarding the definitions in Article 3.4.2., noting that it was usually the 

Parliament that issued primary legislation.  
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On Article 3.4.5. paragraph 1 (Competent Authorities) the Delegate stated that being 

organised was not sufficient – rather, the Competent Authority should be legally 

mandated, capacitated and organised, and proposed text to this effect. 

In sub point 1 (b) of Article 3.4.5. in English, the Delegate proposed to amend the text 

to: ‘while executing their legal mandate, officials are protected from … ’. 

The Delegate of Denmark, speaking on behalf of the 27 EU Member States, thanked 

the OIE for this new text. As a general comment, the Delegate said that this support 

depended on the text representing real help to Member Countries and not a reason to 

create unjustified barriers to trade. The Delegate supported the comments of Ghana 

regarding Article 3.4.2. He also recommended that the OIE consider adding a 

definition of ‘legislative body’ of a country or state. 

Regarding point (g) of Article 3.4.4. (drafting legislation) the EU recommended adding 

‘the financing should be ensured in accordance with the national funding system’ at 

the end of this point. 

The Delegate of Norway supported the comments of the Delegates of Denmark and 

Ghana. The Delegate agreed on the need for the text but reiterated her scepticism 

about providing too much detail. She pointed out that Articles 1 to 6 in effect 

established general principles and that the inclusion of additional text risked causing 

confusion with requirements of other international organisations. The CAC would 

consider for adoption “Principles and Guidelines for National Food Control Systems” 

(N06-2009) in July 2012. She encouraged the OIE to collaborate with both the CAC 

and the IPPC on this topic.  

Dr Thiermann summarised the agreed modifications to the text as follows: the 

modified definitions would read ‘Primary legislation means the legal instruments 

issued by the legislative body of a Member’ and ‘Secondary legislation means the legal 

instruments issued by the Executive Body of a Member, under the authority of the 

primary legislation’. 

In Article 3.4.5. Dr Thiermann agreed to modify the first paragraph to read: 

‘Competent Authorities should be legally mandated, capacitated and organised to 

ensure that…’ He also agreed with the following modification proposed by the Delegate 

of Ghana: ‘while executing their legal mandate conducting their duties, officials are 

protected against legal action and physical harm’.  

The Representative of the WTO recommended modifying Article 3.4.1. by replacing 

‘sanitary measures’ with ‘trade’ at the end of the second sentence of the second 

paragraph.  

The Representative of the CAC clarified the status of the work on Principles and 

Guidelines for National Food Control Systems. She noted that the Introduction, and 

Sections 1, 2 and 3 would be submitted for adoption at Step 5 at the next CAC meeting, 

while the remainder of the document would be considered by a physical working group 

which would meet in July 2012. The Representative noted that the OIE would be 

actively involved in this work.  

The Delegate of Germany, speaking on behalf of the 27 EU Member States, thanked 

the OIE for taking the EU comments into account and supported adoption of the 

revised text and asked that the remaining comments submitted by the EU be taken 

into account by the Code Commission at its next meeting.  
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The Director General stressed the need for a clear link between primary and secondary 

legislation. 

The new Chapter 3.4., modified as described above, was adopted unanimously. 

280. Application of compartmentalisation (Chapter 4.4.) 

Dr Thiermann noted a need to revise Chapter 4.4. in order to further clarify 1) the 

importance of a contingency plan and 2) the fact that the concept ‘baseline animal health 

status’ applied only to species that were relevant to the compartment.  

Dr Thiermann presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

The Delegate of Chile agreed with the proposed changes and informed the Assembly that 

his country had approved legislation providing a legal basis for compartmentalisation and 

had approved a compartment in the pork production industry. 

The President of the OIE commended this action as giving practical effect to the standards 

in the Terrestrial Code. Dr Thiermann encouraged Delegates to submit self declarations of 

compartments to the OIE, noting that the Director General had agreed that the OIE could 

publish on the OIE website relevant links to national websites presenting details on 

compartments, accompanied by an appropriate disclaimer. 

The revised Chapter 4.4. was adopted unanimously. 

281. Semen and embryos 

a) Collection and processing of bovine, small ruminant and porcine semen 

(Chapter 4.6.) 

Dr Thiermann reported that the recommendation of a Member Country to make new 

provisions on equine semen had been noted and tentatively added to the Code 

Commission’s work programme. He explained that if this proposal for new work was 

supported by Member Countries, the Scientific Commission would be asked to convene 

an ad hoc Group on the topic.  

Dr Thiermann noted that a Member Country’s recommendation to add ‘producing 

semen for international distribution’ to Article 4.6.1. had not been accepted, because 

the term ‘artificial insemination centres’ was defined in the Glossary and the usage in 

this article was based on the definition.  

Dr Thiermann also mentioned that, based on the rationale given by Member 

Countries, the Code Commission had modified the text of Article 4.6.3. to require that 

animals, but not semen, be tested for maedi-visna (MV) and caprine arthritis 

encephalitis (CAE). 

Dr Thiermann presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

A representative of the delegation of the United States of America commented that, 

while his country supported the text, the Code Commission should consider comments 

already provided regarding the timing of testing of rams, bucks and teaser animals for 

MV and CAE in Article 4.6.3. 

Dr Thiermann agreed that the Code Commission would further consider this 

recommendation.  

The revised Chapter 4.6. was adopted unanimously.  
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b) Collection and processing of in vivo derived embryos from livestock and 

horses (Chapter 4.7.) 

Dr Thiermann reported that, in response to a comment from a Member Country and 

the International Embryo Transfer Society (IETS), the Code Commission had added 

equine viral arteritis to the Category 4 diseases in Article 4.7.14., as recommended by 

the IETS Regulatory Sub-Committee. 

He also added that, in response to a request from the IETS Regulatory Sub-Committee 

to retain the IETS categorisation of diseases and pathogenic agents without 

modification, the Code Commission had modified Article 4.7.14. to indicate that the 

categorisation is based on IETS recommendations and clearly identifying unlisted 

diseases with the indication: ‘not an OIE listed disease’. 

Dr Thiermann presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

The revised Chapter 4.7. was adopted unanimously. 

282. OIE procedures relevant to the WTO SPS Agreement (Chapter 5.3.) 

Dr Thiermann clarified that the ad hoc Group on Veterinary Legislation proposed to revise 

Article 5.3.1. (Obligations of WTO Members) in response to the concerns raised by the 

Secretariat of the WTO SPS Committee. He stressed that the obligation of notification to 

WTO was for WTO Members only, and that not all OIE Member Countries were WTO 

Members.  

Dr Thiermann presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

The revised Chapter 5.3. was adopted unanimously. 

283. Salmonellosis  

a) Biosecurity procedures in poultry production (Chapter 6.4.) 

Following Member Country comments, the Code Commission added a reference to the 

Codex ‘Guidelines for the Control of Campylobacter and Salmonella in Chicken Meat 

(CAC/GL 78-2011)’ in Article 6.4.2. and a new sub-point (c) to Article 6.4.5., point 2, 

reading ‘All equipment should be cleaned and sanitised before being taken into a 

poultry house’. 

In addition, in September 2011, the Code Commission had deleted the first paragraph 

of Article 6.4.1. and added the need to consult a veterinarian in the first paragraph of 

Article 6.4.6.  

The Delegate of the Netherlands, speaking on behalf of the 27 EU Member States, 

supported adoption of the chapter but reiterated the need for an introductory text 

setting out which Terrestrial Code chapters were relevant to international trade to 

avoid the this chapter, and others, being used as unjustified barriers to trade. 

The Delegate of Tanzania, speaking on behalf of the 52 African Member States, raised 

his concern that these provisions would be difficult, if not impossible, to apply in small 

scale poultry production and stated that the scope and application of the chapter 

should be clarified. 
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The Delegate of The Netherlands, speaking on behalf of the 27 EU Member States, 

supported the comments made by the Delegate of Tanzania and recommended the 

addition of the phrase ‘intensive and large scale’ in Article 6.4.2. (Purpose and scope). 

The Delegate also encouraged the Code Commission to develop a definition for 

‘intensive’ and ‘large scale’ for consideration by the Assembly in 2013.  

The Delegate of Tanzania agreed with the proposal of the Delegate of The Netherlands.  

Dr Thiermann proposed to add ‘intensive’ before ‘poultry production’ but did not 

support the addition of ‘large scale’ as the issue related to intensive production rather 

than the scale of production. In response to the EU comment, Dr Thiermann indicated 

that work was underway to explain the application of this and other chapters to 

international trade.  

Dr Thiermann presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

The revised Chapter 6.4., modified as described above, was adopted unanimously. 

b) Cross reference to Chapter 6.4. in Chapter 13.2. (Rabbit haemorrhagic 

disease) 

Dr Thiermann noted that Member Countries had generally supported the amendment 

proposed at the Code Commission’s September meeting to remove the reference to 

Chapter 6.4. from Article 13.2.13. 

Dr Thiermann presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

The revised Chapter 13.2. was adopted unanimously.  

284. Antimicrobial resistance  

a) Harmonisation of national antimicrobial resistance surveillance and 

monitoring programmes (Chapter 6.7.)  

Dr Thiermann explained that the Code Commission modified the text based on the ad 

hoc Group on Antimicrobial Resistance and following comments of Member Countries. 

In response to a Member Country’s request for clarification on the inclusion of a table 

and a reference to a journal article in Article 6.7.3., the Code Commission had deleted 

the reference, as this was considered to be background information and inappropriate 

in a Terrestrial Code chapter. 

Dr Thiermann presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

The Delegate of Sweden, speaking on behalf of the 27 EU Member States, supported 

the text but noted that the EU had already provided written comments to the OIE, 

specifically regarding its concerns that there was inadequate guidance on pathogens of 

animal health concern as opposed to foodborne pathogens and requested that this be 

addressed in future. 

The Delegate of Zambia, speaking on behalf of the 52 African Member Countries, 

noting that ‘HACCP’ had been replaced by ‘risk based management’ in some parts of 

the chapter, asked the Code Commission to make this modification in Article 6.7.3. 

point 5, for consistency.  

Dr Thiermann agreed with the request of the Delegate of Zambia.  

The revised Chapter 6.7., modified as described above, was adopted unanimously. 
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b) Monitoring of the quantities of antimicrobials used in animal husbandry 

(Chapter 6.8.) 

Dr Thiermann explained that the Code Commission had reviewed the report of the ad 

hoc Group on Antimicrobial Resistance and amended the texts as appropriate.  

Dr Thiermann presented the revised chapter to the Assembly. 

The Delegate of Sweden, speaking on behalf of the 27 EU Member States, thanked the 

OIE and supported adoption of the revised text. However, he reiterated the 

recommendation that, for better harmonisation and to realise economies of scale, the 

OIE should establish a single ad hoc Group to develop standards on the topic of 

antimicrobial resistance in the Terrestrial Code and the Aquatic Code. 

The President of the OIE noted this recommendation. 

The revised Chapter 6.8. was adopted unanimously. 

285. Zoonoses transmissible from non-human primates (Chapter 6.11.) 

Dr Thiermann explained to the Assembly that the Code Commission had reviewed the 

revised text provided by the Scientific Commission in September 2011, taking into account 

comments from the ad hoc Group on the Welfare of Animals used in Research and 

Education, and had amended the text as appropriate. He also noted that the information on 

diagnostic testing had been updated.  

Dr Thiermann noted that, in light of the review of the text in Appendices I and II of the 

CITES37 document quoted in the second paragraph of Article 6.11.1., the term ‘wild’ 

proposed by the Commission at its February 2012 meeting should be deleted. 

A representative of the Australian delegation advised that experts in her country did not 

support the proposed text on diagnostic testing because this type of information was 

normally included in the Terrestrial Manual. 

The Delegate of the United Kingdom, speaking on behalf of the 27 EU Member States, 

thanked the OIE for addressing a previous comment and made some additional comments. 

The Delegate recommended that the references to M. bovis and M. tuberculosis be replaced 

with a reference to the Mycobacterium tuberculosis complex, as this was more inclusive, 

and that the text on the sourcing of primates include a cross reference to Chapter 7.8.  

In response to the Australian comment, Dr Thiermann indicated that the Code Commission 

would work with the Biological Standards Commission to ensure that the text on diagnostic 

testing would be transferred to the Terrestrial Manual, as appropriate.  

Dr Thiermann proposed that the revised chapter be adopted with the deletion of ‘wild’ and 

the inclusion of the modified reference to the Mycobacterium tuberculosis complex. 

The Delegate of France, speaking on behalf of the 27 EU Member States, agreed that the 

EU could accept this approach.  

Dr Thiermann presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

The revised Chapter 6.11., modified as described above, was adopted unanimously. 

                                                      

37  CITES: Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora 
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286. Animal welfare 

a) Draft new Article 7.1.4. Animal welfare and livestock production systems – 

General principles 

Dr Thiermann informed that, in addition to revising the new draft Article 7.1.4, minor 

modifications had been made to Articles 7.1.1. and 7.1.2.  

On Article 7.1.1., the Code Commission did not agree to change ‘care’ to ‘management’ 

as the latter term was included in ‘husbandry’. Regarding a Member Country’s 

comment on the addition of the words ‘appropriate and timely’ it was decided to add 

‘appropriate’, which included the concept of timeliness. 

On Article 7.1.2, Dr Thiermann clarified that the Code Commission had not agreed 

with a Member Country’s suggestion to include a reference to the Farm Animal 

Welfare Committee (FAWC) in point 2 because the reference to the ‘internationally 

accepted 5 freedoms’ had been in the Terrestrial Code for several years and the Code 

Commission did not see a need for a new reference to FAWC. 

Dr Thiermann explained that following a Member Country’s comment, the Commission 

had replaced the word ‘science’ with ‘research’ in point 5 of Article 7.1.2. 

Dr Thiermann commended the Animal Welfare Working Group for proposing the new 

Article 7.1.4. on general principles for the welfare of animals in livestock production 

systems. He explained that this text was intended to address several issues raised by 

Member Countries when considering the draft chapter on animal welfare and broiler 

chicken production systems and that the General Principles would serve to introduce 

the chapters on the various production systems that would be developed in future.  

The Delegate of Benin, speaking on behalf of the 52 African Member Countries, 

thanked the Code Commission for taking account of the comments previously 

submitted. In relation to Article 7.1.4. points 1 and 2, the Delegate suggested the 

following modifications: in point 1, the last sentence should be deleted and in point 2, 

‘and breed’ should be added after ‘species’. 

Dr Thiermann agreed to these modifications. 

Dr Thiermann presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

The revised Chapter 7.1., modified as described above, was adopted unanimously.  

b) Animal welfare and beef cattle production systems (draft new Chapter 7.X.) 

Dr Thiermann expressed the Code Commission’s appreciation to the contribution made 

by the ad hoc Group, which had addressed the multiple and diverse comments of 

Member Countries and produced a much simpler and clearer text. He noted that many 

Member Countries’ comments, if accepted, would have resulted in an excessively 

detailed text. Modifications were made only where the Code Commission considered 

that they would improve the text significantly.  

Dr Thiermann explained that, following several Member Countries’ comments on the 

report of the meeting in September 2011, the Code Commission had clarified the scope 

by replacing the words ‘on-farm’ by ‘welfare’ and by deleting the second sentence in 

Article 7. X. 2.  
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Dr Thiermann reported that Member Countries’ comments had been largely addressed 

in the careful review made by the ad hoc Group and in the subsequent review by the 

Code Commission at its February 2012 meeting. Based on the support expressed by 

most Member Countries, the Commission had decided to submit the draft chapter for 

adoption. However, Dr Thiermann noted that the Code Commission had not had time 

to make a detailed review of the many comments submitted by Member Countries on 

the tables in Article 7.X.5.  

Therefore, the Code Commission decided not to include the tables in the chapter 

pending a review to be undertaken at its meeting in September 2012. Once Members’ 

comments had been reviewed, the Code Commission proposed to include the tables on 

the OIE website for guidance. Noting that this approach was different from that taken 

in other chapters in Section 7, Dr Thiermann invited Member Countries to advise if 

they would support this. He also noted that the Code Commission had agreed with a 

Member Country’s recommendation to improve the structure of the chapter and had 

asked the OIE International Trade Department to propose a new structure presenting 

the text in short articles and paragraphs once the chapter has been adopted.  

Dr Thiermann presented the new draft text to the Assembly. 

The Delegate of the United States of America made reference to Article 7.1.2. point 8 

dealing with equivalent outcomes, and proposed a modification to the last sentence of 

Article 7.X.4. for consistency.  

The Delegate of Switzerland strongly supported the adoption of the chapter and offered 

support from Swiss experts in future, as needed.  

The Delegate of Swaziland, speaking on behalf of the 52 African Member Countries, 

noting that the Code was not a textbook, recommended that the chapter be reviewed 

critically to only reflect essential standards for beef production and not detailed 

descriptions of management aspects.  

The Delegate of Chile recommended that the scope of the chapter be clarified regarding 

veal production. 

The Delegate of France, speaking on behalf of the 27 EU Member States, agreed with 

the comments of the Delegate of Switzerland and noted that, once the chapter had 

been adopted, the comments that the EU had previously submitted should be reviewed 

by the Code Commission.  

The Delegate of Norway supported the interventions by the Delegates of Switzerland 

and France. 

In reply to the comment of the Delegate of the United States of America, 

Dr Thiermann advised that he did not see any inconsistency and he therefore did not 

agree to modify the text. Dr Thiermann asked the Assembly to adopt the proposed text 

on the basis that the comments previously provided by the EU, Switzerland and 

Norway would be considered by the Code Commission at its September 2012 meeting. 

In response to the Delegate of Chile, Dr Thiermann explained that recommendations 

on veal production systems were not currently included in the chapter and that this 

topic would be addressed in future. In response to the Delegate of Swaziland, 

Dr Thiermann agreed that the chapter indeed contained a lot of information but it was 

important to establish a starting point for standards on livestock production systems.  
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The new chapter 7.X. was adopted by the Assembly, noting that South Africa voted 

against adoption. 

c) Model veterinary certificate for international trade in laboratory animals 

(Proposed as Chapter 5.13.) 

Dr Thiermann explained that, following Member Country comments, the Code 

Commission had included ‘ferrets’ in the scope of this chapter and that the text in 

Boxes 5 and 7 had been modified for consistency with recommendations in 

Chapter 5.10. 

Dr Thiermann explained that the Code Commission had not agreed to include the 

‘name and contact details of the person responsible for each stage of the journey’ in Box 

I.12, but rather made reference to the ‘name and contact details of an emergency 

contact person’.  

Dr Thiermann presented the new text to the Assembly. 

The new Chapter 5.13. was adopted unanimously.  

d) Use of animals in research and education (Chapter 7.8.) 

Following a Member Country’s comments on contingency planning, the Code 

Commission had included a text on the nomination of an emergency contact person in 

Article 7.8.10. and in the related text of Chapter 5.13. (Box I.12 of the model veterinary 

certificate).  

Dr Thiermann noted that, in response to a Member Country’s comment on point 4, the 

Code Commission had added the heading ‘Delivery’ and moved this paragraph to a new 

point 6. Also under point 4, sub-point (c), the new sub-point 6 (c) was amended 

according to an NGO’s comment. 

Dr Thiermann reported that the Code Commission continued to receive many 

comments on existing Chapters 7.2 to 7.7. inclusive and had decided to consider those 

comments in future, due to the lack of time to consider all comments in detail and the 

need to give priority to addressing the extensive comments on new texts that would be 

proposed for adoption in May 2012. Dr Thiermann noted that the Code Commission 

would consider modifications to the structure of several chapters in Section 7, 

including the removal of tables containing detailed information, at its September 2012 

meeting. 

Dr Thiermann presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

The Delegate of Germany, speaking on behalf of the 27 EU Member States, thanked 

the OIE for its work on Article 7.8.10. but opposed adoption unless the comments 

already submitted to the OIE were accepted. The Delegate read the proposed 

amendments:  

In Article 7.8.10., first paragraph, after ‘therefore’, add ‘transport of animals should be 

kept to the minimum necessary to reduce welfare costs to the animals.’  

In Article 7.8.10., first paragraph, after ‘Chapters 7.3. and 7.4.’ add: ‘There may be a 

justifiable reason to transport animals whose welfare is compromised as a consequence 

of scientific procedures which the animals are undergoing or are intended to undergo. 

No additional suffering should be imposed by the transport of such animals unless 

justified and particular attention should be paid to any additional care which may be 

required’. 



– 73 – 

80 GS/FR – PARIS, May 2012 

The Delegate also requested consideration for the addition of a new point 3 bis in 

Article 7.8.10. in future revisions of this text.  

The Delegate of Libya, speaking on behalf of the 52 African Member Countries, 

commented that the fifth paragraph of the preamble to this chapter was unclear and 

redundant and should be moved to Article 7.8.10. or deleted.  

Dr Thiermann advised Delegates of the concerns of the Code Commission regarding 

the potential for terrorist activity in relation to transport vehicles that are ‘clearly 

labelled’ as animal containers. Dr Thiermann asked the Assembly to agree to the 

adoption of the text, with the deletion of ‘general recommendations are made in 

Chapters 7.3 and 7.4.’, in order to avoid the conflict of terms until such time as the 

Code Commission can consider the proposal made by the EU. He also confirmed that 

the other concerns raised by Delegates would be addressed by the Code Commission at 

its September 2012 meeting. 

The revised Chapter 7.8., modified as described above, was adopted unanimously. 

287. Aujeszky’s disease (Chapter 8.2.) 

Dr Thiermann noted that the title of the chapter had been modified to ‘Infection with 

Aujeszky’s disease virus’. 

He explained that the Code Commission had not agreed with a Member Country’s 

recommendation to delete references to captive wild pigs from this chapter, as this text had 

been adopted recently, at the 79th General Session. However, the Commission amended the 

text by adding ‘which are under direct human supervision or control’, in order to clarify the 

definition of ‘captive wild pigs’ for the purpose of the Terrestrial Code.  

Dr Thiermann noted that, following a Member Country’s comments on the Note attached to 

Article 8.2.11., the Code Commission had added an introductory text.  

Dr Thiermann presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

The Delegate of Somalia, speaking on behalf of the 52 African Member Countries, disagreed 

with the second paragraph of Article 8.2.1., regarding captive wild pigs. She stated that the 

phrase ‘which are under direct human control or supervision’ was redundant as this was 

covered in the definition of ‘captive wild animal’ in the Glossary and she therefore 

recommended that this phrase be deleted. 

The Delegate of the United States of America asked Dr Thiermann to clarify if the term ‘or’ 

meant ‘and/or’ in this text. 

Dr Thiermann agreed that ‘or’ meant ‘and/or’. He commented that he did not see the need 

to delete the text as proposed by the Delegate of Somalia. 

The Delegate of South Africa stated that the experts in his country agreed with the 

principle that no trade bans should be imposed in response to a notification of infection in 

wild and feral pigs, but were concerned about the limitation of the definition of “infection 

with Aujeszky’s Diseases virus” to domestic pigs and captive wild pigs; if the definition was 

left as was, it might discourage the reporting of a disease outbreak in wild and feral pigs as 

per Chapters 1.1 and 1.2. He further indicated that good biosecurity could provide adequate 

guarantees for freedom from Aujeszky’s Diseases in a compartment even in an infected 

country and requested the inclusion of this consideration in the text of Article 8.2.2.  
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In responding to these comments, Dr Thiermann reminded the Assembly that Dr Brückner, 

President of the Scientific Commission, had proposed that all disease chapters be reviewed 

regarding the implications of infection in wild animals for the disease status of countries, 

and that this would need to be addressed on a case-by-case basis, disease by disease. He 

stated that this chapter was a good example of the situation where knowledge of the health 

status of wild animals was not required for establishing the status of the country. He took 

note of the request for inclusion of compartmentalisation in this chapter.  

The revised Chapter 8.2. was adopted unanimously. 

288. Procedures for self declaration and for official recognition by the OIE (Chapter 

1.6.)  

Following the advice of the Scientific Commission, Dr Thiermann presented the 

modification to Articles 1.6.1. and 1.6.6. bis regarding African horse sickness and Article 

1.6.7. regarding OIE endorsement of official control programmes for FMD. 

The Delegate of Austria, speaking on behalf of the 27 EU Member States, requested the 

OIE to inform Member Countries of the procedures for self declaration, possibly as part of 

an introductory chapter to the Terrestrial Code, and to publish self declarations on the OIE 

website.  

The Delegate of Argentina supported the text but commented on Article 1.6.7.9., entitled 

‘recovery of status’. This article covered endorsement of the official control programme, not 

the disease status of a country. The Delegate recommended that the title be changed to 

‘recovery of official endorsement. He also commented on the translation into Spanish, of the 

text ‘any zone’ in Article 1.6.7. sub point 1 (a).  

The Delegate of Australia advised that he would submit detailed comments on Article 

1.6.4., noting that additional information should be supplied in the case of a country that 

had suffered an outbreak of FMD.  

In response to the comments of Argentina, Dr Thiermann, supported by Dr Brückner, 

agreed to remove the word ‘any’ from Article 1.6.7. sub point 1 (a) in all languages and to 

change the title of point 9 of Article 1.6.7., to ‘recovery of official endorsement’ in all three 

languages.  

Dr Thiermann agreed on the need to create a link to the self declarations of OIE Member 

Countries and mentioned the options of publication on the OIE website and in the OIE 

Bulletin. 

The President of the OIE recalled, for the benefit of Delegates, the comments of the 

Director General regarding the future provision of official OIE recognition procedures for 

other diseases. 

The revised Chapter 1.6., modified as described above, was adopted unanimously. 

289. Rabies 

a) Rabies (Chapter 8.10.)  

Dr Thiermann invited a Member Country that requested access to supporting 

documents to review the report of the April 2011 meeting of the ad hoc Group on 

Rabies, as he considered that this report covered the points raised.  

On Article 8.10.2., Dr Thiermann noted that the Code Commission had carefully 

reviewed Member Countries’ comments on the September 2011 draft and confirmed 

that in determining the rabies status of a country, the key issue was findings of rabies 

virus infection in species in the Orders Carnivora and Chiroptera. Thus, the finding of 

Rabies virus infection in species other than those that are members of these two 

Orders should not result in the loss of rabies free status of a country.  
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The Code Commission had accepted a comment of a regional organisation and had 

added a new point for clarification to Article 1, ‘For the purposes of the Terrestrial 

Code […] a country that does not fulfil the requirements in Article 2 is considered to be 

infected with Rabies virus’.  

Dr Thiermann presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

The Delegate of Japan supported the proposed text but requested that the Code 

Commission consider the recommendation made by his country in relation to Article 

8.10.5.4., regarding the time period for antibody testing, which had not been taken into 

account.  

The Delegate of Hungary, speaking on behalf of the 27 EU Member States, supported 

adoption but commented in relation to paragraph 4 of Article 8.10.5., that the test 

should be performed in a laboratory monitored and approved by the Veterinary 

Services. To this end, the word ‘laboratory’ should be italicised. In point 5 of Article 

8.10.5., the words ‘kept in a quarantine station’ should be used rather than 

‘quarantined’. 

The Delegate of Norway supported the intervention made by the Delegate of Hungary 

and also asked the Code Commission to address the comments previously provided by 

her country in relation to the establishment of rabies free zones and regions.  

Dr Thiermann replied to the Delegate of Japan that the comment on paragraph 4 of 

Article 8.10.5. had been addressed by the Code Commission in February and was 

under consideration by the ad hoc Group on Rabies. The rationale would be discussed 

in September 2012. He agreed to the request of the Delegate of Hungary regarding the 

use of ‘quarantine station’ in the English version and to consider the request of Norway 

regarding zones at the Commission’s September 2012 meeting. Dr Thiermann did not 

accept the proposal to italicise the word ‘laboratory’ as requested, because this was 

covered by the phrase ‘as described in the Terrestrial Manual’.  

The revised Chapter 8.10., including the amendment described above, was adopted 

unanimously.  

b) Chapter 5.11. (Revised model certificate) 

Dr Thiermann reported to the Assembly that the Code Commission had reviewed all 

comments, taking into account the Scientific Commission comments on scientific issues 

raised by Member Countries.  

He noted that the title of the chapter had been amended by adding ‘for international 

movement of’ after ‘Model veterinary certificate’, to be consistent with Article 5.12. on 

movement of competition horses. The text in points (iv) and (v) had been amended to 

clarify that the certifying veterinarian should have ‘seen evidence’ relating to the 

conduct of the specified procedures, as the certifying veterinarian is not always 

responsible for undertaking vaccination or the collection of blood samples from the 

animal.  

Dr Thiermann presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

The Delegate of Bolivia requested that the Spanish text on the identification of the 

animal be modified to require the provision of the identification number, location of the 

animal and date of marking. Dr Thiermann agreed that the Spanish text would be 

modified to reflect the English text, which covered the points raised by the Delegate of 

Bolivia.  
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The Delegate of Hungary, speaking on behalf of the 27 EU Member States, thanked 

the OIE but requested that the text be modified as follows: 

In point 4 on vaccination, the new text would read: 

‘I, the undersigned, declare herewithin that I have vaccinated the animal described in 

Part II, or that I have seen evidence that this animal has been vaccinated against 

rabies as shown below.’ 

In point 6 on clinical examination, the new text would read: 

‘I, the undersigned, declare herewithin that I have examined the animal described in 

Part II on the date indicated below, or that I have seen evidence that the animal was 

examined on that date, and that the animal was found to be free from clinical signs of 

rabies (see note 5).’ 

In addition, the second column with the name and signature of the veterinarian should 

be deleted from the table in Part VI. 

The revised Chapter 5.11., modified as described above, was adopted unanimously.  

290. Review of chapters on bee diseases 

a) Hygiene and disease security procedures in apiaries (Chapter 4.14.) 

Dr Thiermann noted that, following Member Countries’ comments and consistent with 

the revised title of Chapter 4.14. (Official health control of bee diseases), the ad hoc 

Group had revised and clarified the text. The Code Commission had endorsed the work 

of the ad hoc Group and made some additional amendments, mainly of an editorial 

nature.  

Dr Thiermann presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

The revised Chapter 4.14 was adopted unanimously. 

b) Chapters 9.1. to 9.6. inclusive  

Dr Thiermann noted that these chapters would be reviewed by the ad hoc Group on 

Bee Diseases after the 80th General Session and proposed that text revisions would be 

reviewed by the Scientific Commission and the Code Commission in September 2012.  

291. Avian influenza (Chapter 10.4.) 

Dr Thiermann informed the Assembly that the Code Commission had modified the title of 

Chapter 10.4. to ‘Infection with viruses of notifiable avian influenza’ and had clarified the 

reporting provisions for notifiable avian influenza by copying text from point 6, sub point 5, 

of Article 1.2.2. into Chapter 10.4. He emphasised that this modification would not change 

the notification obligations; rather, it would state them more clearly. 

Dr Thiermann observed that in copying text from point 6, sub point 5, of Article 1.2.2., the 

word ‘notifiable’ had been omitted between ‘low pathogenicity’ and ‘avian influenza’. 

Therefore the word ‘notifiable’ would be included in Article 10.4.1. point 1, so that the text 

would read ‘low pathogenicity notifiable avian influenza’ in all three languages.  

Dr Thiermann presented the revised text to the Assembly. 
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The Delegate of Gambia, speaking on behalf of the 52 African Member Countries, thanked 

Dr Thiermann for the explanation and for the addition of the text he had just presented. 

The Delegate of Mexico repeated a request that had been made previously on the Spanish 

text regarding the replacement of ‘manada’ by ‘parvada’. He also recommended using ‘aves 

silvestres’ instead of ‘pajaros’ throughout the chapter. The Delegate of South Africa 

thanked the OIE for the revised chapter, which addressed the comments he made 

previously in relation to infection in wildlife affecting the disease status of a country. He 

requested clarification regarding the obligation of Member Countries to notify highly 

pathogenic avian influenza viruses in wild birds.  

The Delegate of India requested clarification on point 10 in Article 10.4.1. and in relation to 

Article 10.4.2., noting that wild birds were playing a major role in the spread of avian 

influenza. On this basis, the Delegate recommended that the concept of a zone not be 

included in this chapter. 

The Delegate of Australia requested clarification regarding the question raised by the 

Delegate of India, as the Delegate of Australia considered that the question related to 

consistency in the use of the terms ‘HPNAI’ and ‘LPNAI’.  

Dr Thiermann clarified the obligations of OIE Member Countries in relation to disease 

reporting and trade and also accepted the requests of the Delegate of Mexico.  

The Director General identified an omission in the French version of the text and proposed 

to include the word ‘immédiat’ in the French text, for consistency with the English and 

Spanish texts (see point 10 of Article 10.4.1.). 

The revised Chapter 10.4., amended as described above, was adopted unanimously.  

292. Diseases of horses  

a) African horse sickness (Chapter 12.1.) 

Dr Thiermann noted that a Member Country had recommended defining the term 

‘adjacent to’. The Code Commission agreed with the Scientific Commission’s view that 

the text should be consistent with Chapter 8.3. (Bluetongue) and did not therefore 

accept the Member Country’s recommendation. 

Dr Thiermann noted that, in collaboration with the Scientific Commission, minor 

amendment had been made to the September 2011 draft. 

Dr Thiermann presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

The Delegate of Kenya, speaking on behalf of the 52 African Member Countries, 

supported adoption of the text while requesting that the Code Commission provide 

clarification on the provisions for temporary and permanent movements. In relation to 

the viraemic period, the Delegate asked for the scientific rationale for maintaining 

references to a 40-day viraemic period. The Delegate also requested that the OIE 

harmonise this chapter with those on other vector-borne diseases. 

The Delegate of China (People’s Rep. of), supported by Argentina, requested that the 

OIE simplify the recommendations applying to countries that were historically free of 

the disease, on the basis that the provisions were unecessarily complex for these 

countries.  
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The Delegate of Spain, speaking on behalf of the 27 EU Member States, thanked the 

OIE for the revised text, which was generally supported. However, he expressed some 

concerns about the implementation of the provisions on ‘adjacent countries’ in practice. 

The Delegate of South Africa supported the intervention made by the Delegate of 

Kenya on behalf of the 52 African Member Countries and recommended that in 

addition to “racing horses”, other ‘High health status’ equine population be addressed 

when applying the provisions on official health status for African horse sickness.  

Dr Thiermann noted the recommendations made by Delegates and stated that the 

involvement of international experts would be of critical importance in addressing 

these recommendations.  

The revised Chapter 12.1. was adopted unanimously. 

b) Chapter 12.6. Equine influenza 

Dr Thiermann informed the Assembly that the title of this chapter had been modified 

to ‘Infection with equine influenza virus’ and some additional editorial changes had 

been made to the text circulated after the Code Commission meeting in September 

2011.  

Dr Thiermann presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

The Delegate of South Africa requested clarification about the lack of consistency with 

regards to surveillance in wild and feral susceptible animals. He further stated that 

such surveillance was required for Equine Influenza as per Article 12.6.4, but is 

expressly excluded in the chapter for Avian Influenza. 

In response, Dr Thiermann indicated that the proposed revision did not have any 

bearing on the provisions on surveillance in this chapter.  

The revised Chapter 12.6. was adopted unanimously. 

c) Chapter 12.9. Equine viral arteritis 

Dr Thiermann indicated that the title of this chapter had been modified to ‘Infection 

with equine arteritis virus’ and some additional editorial changes had been made to 

the text circulated after the Code Commission meeting in September 2011. 

Dr Thiermann presented the revised text to the Assembly. 

The Delegate of the United States of America made reference to comments previously 

provided on Articles 12.9.2. and 12.9.4. regarding the testing of colts between 6 and 9 

months of age. The Delegate also requested that the transmission of virus to mares 

from potentially infected embryos be taken into account in this chapter, consistent 

with the provisions in Chapter 4.7 (Collection and processing of in vivo derived 

embryos from livestock and horses). 

Dr Thiermann agreed that both comments raised by the Delegate would be discussed 

with the Scientific Commission.  

The revised Chapter 12.9. was adopted unanimously. 

293. Update of the Code Commission work programme 

Dr Thiermann highlighted the future work programme of the Code Commission and invited 

Member Countries to provide comments. 
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He mentioned that the Scientific Commission had established several ad hoc Groups to 

address important developments, including in relation to foot and mouth disease, classical 

swine fever (CSF), peste des petits ruminants, brucellosis, antimicrobial resistance, bee 

diseases and noted the agreement of the two Commissions to ensure close collaboration on 

these and other issues. 

Dr Thiermann noted that Dr Brückner had clearly identified the next steps in the revision 

of Chapter 15.2. (Classical swine fever) and the development of a questionnaire for 

recognition of official disease status. 

Dr Thiermann also drew to the attention of Delegates his concern that the Code 

Commission had not yet received a text on measures for laboratory containment of 

rinderpest viruses and contingency planning in the event of an outbreak of rinderpest, 

following the declaration of global freedom in May 2011.  

The President of the OIE commended Delegates for their efforts in providing timely 

comments to the Code Commission, which had facilitated the process of standard setting. 

The Delegate of Spain commented on the establishment of the Spanish Language 

Committee, noting that several Member Countries had contributed to this important 

activity. Given that the OIE standards were legal texts, he recommended that the OIE 

continue to update the Manual annually and to assure consistency between the English, 

French and Spanish texts. 

The Director General thanked Spain and other Spanish-speaking countries for their 

financial support to the OIE, which had made it possible, in particular, to translate the 

Manual and develop a Spanish language glossary relevant to the Manual and the Code for 

use by the OIE. The Director General emphasised the commitment of the OIE to this work 

and its respect for the use of official languages. As this would require increased resources, 

the Director General encouraged Member Countries to move to a higher annual 

contribution category, as Mexico and Colombia had just done, to continue supporting 

relevant activities, including the production of high quality texts in Spanish. 

The Delegate of the United States of America supported Dr Thiermann’s comments about 

rinderpest and thanked the Code Commission for its hard work. 

The Delegate of South Africa supported the comments of the Delegate of the United States 

of America and stated that his and other African countries were very happy with the 

progress that had been made. He also explained that African countries were experiencing 

significant challenges in meeting their surveillance and reporting obligations in wildlife, 

especially for the 6-monthly report. The Delegate requested that this issue be brought to 

the attention of the OIE Working Group on Wildlife Diseases. 

The Delegate of Denmark, speaking on behalf of the 27 EU Member States, thanked 

Dr Thiermann and the Code Commission for the excellent work and supported the proposed 

work programme. The Delegate again requested the drafting of an introductory chapter to 

the Code, setting out which recommendations of the Code were relevant to international 

trade. The Delegate also recommended a partial revision of Chapter 14.9. (Scrapie), based 

on the written justification provided by the EU prior to this General Session. 

The Delegate of Norway joined other Delegates in acknowledging the Code Commission’s 

achievements. She drew the attention of Delegates to the comment she had made during 

the session on the Aquatic Code, regarding the formation of a group to develop a single 

volume containing the horizontal chapters that apply to both aquatic and terrestrial 

animals. 
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The Delegate of Argentina recalled the importance of the collaboration between the 

Scientific Commission and the Code Commission in updating standards. He supported the 

comments of the Delegate of Spain regarding the updating of the Codes and Manuals in 

Spanish. This important activity facilitated the timely submission of comments and the 

active participation of hispanophone countries in standard setting.  

294. The Assembly noted the report of the Code Commission. 

FIFTH PLENARY SESSION 

Activities of the Specialist Commissions and Working Groups (contd) 

Biological Standards Commission 

295. The activities of the Biological Standards Commission, which met twice, from 14 to 16 

September 2011 and from 8 to 10 February 2012, were presented by Prof. Vincenzo 

Caporale, President of the Commission (Docs 80 SG/12/CS2 A and B). He thanked the 

Members of the Commission: Dr Beverly Schmitt, Vice-President, Dr Mehdi El Harrak, 

Vice-President, Dr Chen Hualan, Dr Alejandro Schudel, and Dr Paul Townsend. He 

expressed appreciation for the contributions by the other regular participant, Prof. Steven 

Edwards, Consultant Editor, as well as specialist contributions by OIE experts from 

Reference Laboratories and Collaborating Centres. Staff at the OIE Headquarters, 

especially the Scientific and Technical Department, have been unstinting in their support.  

296. OIE Reference Laboratories and Collaborating Centres 

The Commission recommended acceptance of the following new applications for OIE 

Reference Laboratory status:  

– Contagious bovine pleuropneumonia: Botswana National Veterinary Laboratory, 

Gaborone, BOTSWANA. 

– Porcine reproductive & respiratory syndrome: Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory, China 

Animal Disease Control Center, Beijing, CHINA (PEOPLE’S REP. OF). 

– Newcastle disease: National Diagnostic Center for Exotic Animal Diseases, China 

Animal health and Epidemiology Center, Ministry of Agriculture, Qingdao, CHINA 

(PEOPLE’S REP. OF).  

– Rabies: Diagnostic Laboratory for Rabies and Wildlife Associated Zoonoses (DLR), 

Department of Virology, Changchun Veterinary Research Institute (CVRI), Chinese 

Academy of Agricultural Sciences (CAAS), Changchun, CHINA (PEOPLE’S REP. OF).  

– Avian mycoplasmosis: MYCOLAB (Laboratorio para Diagnóstico de Micoplasmas), 

Centro Nacional de Sanidad Agropecuaria, CENSA, Provincia Mayabeque, CUBA. 

– Epizootic haemorrhagic disease: Agence nationale de sécurité sanitaire de l’alimentation, 

de l’environnement et du travail (Anses), Laboratoire de santé animale de Maisons-

Alfort, National Reference Laboratory for BT, EHD and AHS, Maisons-Alfort, FRANCE. 

– Paratuberculosis: Agence nationale de sécurité sanitaire de l’alimentation, de 

l’environnement et du travail (Anses), Laboratoire de Niort, FRANCE. 

– Enzootic bovine leucosis: Institute of Virology, Centre for Infectious Diseases, Faculty of 

Veterinary Medicine, Leipzig University, GERMANY. 
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– Myxomatosis: Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale della Lombardia e dell’Emilia 

Romagna “Bruno Ubertini”, Brescia, ITALY. 

– Swine influenza: Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale della Lombardia e dell’Emilia 

Romagna, Brescia, ITALY. 

– Swine influenza: National Reference Laboratory for Animal Influenza, Viral Disease and 

Epidemiology Research Division, National Institute of Animal Health, National 

Agriculture and Food Research Organization, Ibaraki, JAPAN. 

– Chronic wasting disease: Prion Disease Research Laboratory, Division of Foreign Animal 

Disease, Animal, Plant and Fisheries Quarantine and Inspection Agency (QIA), KOREA 

(REP. OF). 

– Rabies: Rabies Research Laboratory, Division of Viral Disease, Animal, Plant and 

Fisheries Quarantine and Inspection Agency (QIA), Ministry of Food, Agriculture, 

Forestry, and Fisheries (MIFAFF), KOREA (REP. OF). 

– Equine babesiosis (piroplasmosis): Animal Disease Research Unit (ADRU), Agricultural 

Research Service, United States Department of Agriculture, Co-located at the College of 

Veterinary Medicine Washington State University Pullman, UNITED STATES OF 

AMERICA. 

– Foot and mouth disease: National Veterinary Services Laboratories, USDA-APHIS-VS, 

Foreign Animal Disease Diagnostic Laboratory, Plum Island Animal Disease Center, 

NY, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

A number of OIE Reference Laboratories have notified changes in their designated expert. 

In each case the Commission reviewed the curriculum vitae of the new expert to ensure 

that he/she had the appropriate expertise. The names of new experts presented by 

Prof. Caporale to the Assembly would be published in the list of OIE Reference 

Laboratories. 

Over 30 OIE laboratory twinning projects were underway and four had been completed. 

Demand and interest in OIE Laboratory Twinning remained high, with at least 15 

applications in the pipeline. As some projects came to an end, post-twinning activities 

became important: three successful post-twinning workshops had taken place, setting a 

direction for post-twinning activities in the Candidate Laboratories and promoting them as 

centres of expertise in their regions. A new OIE laboratory twinning web page had been 

developed, which improved the transparency and visibility of twinning. 

Annual reports were received from 178 out of 182 Reference Laboratories and from all 

38 Collaborating Centres for diseases of birds, bees and terrestrial mammals. An analysis 

of the reported activities was included in the report of the February meeting of the 

Commission (p. 3). It had been decided to discontinue routine distribution of the CD-ROM 

and to keep the annual reports available on line. 

297. Past ad hoc Group meetings 

Prof. Caporale summarised the outcomes of the following ad hoc Groups. Details are found 

in the Reports of the Commission and their annexes.  

a) ad hoc Group on Vaccine Quality related to Foot and Mouth Disease 

b) ad hoc Group on Validation of Diagnostic Tests for Wildlife 

c) ad hoc Group on Biosafety and Biosecurity in Veterinary Laboratories 

d) ad hoc Group on the Scientific Partnerships among OIE Reference Laboratories and 

Collaborating Centres 

Two other ad hoc Groups had met (on Rift Valley fever, and on Vaccine Quality related to 

Rabies), but their work was still in progress and their reports were not yet adopted by the 

Commission. 
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298. Proposed ad hoc Groups 

Prof. Caporale reported to the Assembly that the ad hoc Groups were being scheduled to 

update Terrestrial Manual on vaccine quality related to Classical Swine Fever and on 

validation of diagnostic assays. In addition to the existing procedures for validation of 

diagnostic tests, recent enzootic events had shown that the introduction of a “fast track” 

procedure for validation might be useful in providing guidance to Member Countries in 

emerging disease situations. In this regard Prof. Caporale was noted that the concept of 

“provisional acceptance” had already been developed for diagnostic tests in wildlife. 

Furthermore, the Commission recommended that the OIE convene an ad hoc Group to 

draft an OIE White Paper on new diagnostic technologies, such as direct diagnosis on 

samples by whole genomic sequencing, given the potential importance and impact of these 

technologies.  

299. International standardisation/harmonisation 

a) Vaccines 

The Commission reviewed and endorsed the 2011 report of the equine influenza 

expert surveillance panel, which was subsequently published in the OIE Bulletin and 

on the OIE Web site. The importance of updating commercial vaccines accordingly 

and in a timely manner was recognised. At present, the registration process for 

equine influenza vaccines was lengthy and presented a challenge to making available 

vaccines with the most up-to-date strains.  

b) Diagnostic tests 

The Commission received a request, with supporting documentation, to remove the 

mallein test from the list of prescribed tests for international trade. The Commission 

examined the request in the context of the current Terrestrial Manual chapter. Three 

forms of the mallein test were described: the intradermo-palpebral test, the 

ophthalmic test, and the subcutaneous test. The Commission agreed to delete the 

ophthalmic test on animal welfare grounds, to delete the subcutaneous test on the 

grounds that it was not very reliable and interfered with subsequent serological 

diagnosis, and to keep the intradermo-palpebral test, but to delete the designation “a 

prescribed test for international trade”.  

c) OIE Register of diagnostic tests 

The evaluation of the dossier on “IDEXX M. bovis Antibody Test Kit” had been 

completed. Based on the final report from the expert evaluation panel, the 

Commission provided a favourable opinion for this diagnostic kit to be included in the 

OIE register; this kit was being proposed for adoption by the Assembly.  

A new version of the Guide for OIE Registration of Diagnostic Kits would soon be 

published on the OIE website by the OIE Secretariat for the Procedure.  

300. OIE Manual of Diagnostic Tests and Vaccines for Terrestrial Animals (mammals, 

birds and bees) 

At its meeting in September 2011, the Commission endorsed the report of the 

Brainstorming Meeting for Modernising the OIE Terrestrial Manual. The brainstorming 

meeting report identified a number of problems associated with the Terrestrial Manual and 

proposed some ideas/comments for improvements. One of the main outcomes was to 

recognise the Manual as an entire manual of standards; guidelines or other general 

recommendations should either be removed from the Terrestrial Manual or placed at the 

end in a clearly separate section. The Commission went through all the points and 

categorised them as points that had already been taken into account, and points that 
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required action by the editorial team, by the authors (OIE Reference Laboratory experts), 

by the OIE Headquarters, etc. All of the suggestions had been or would be implemented.  

Prior to the February 2012 meeting of the Commission, a meeting of the Bureau of the 

Commission and Selected Experts to update the Terrestrial Manual (‘Enlarged Bureau 

Group’ [EBG]) had been held, to further adapt the procedure for updating the Terrestrial 

Manual so that it would be clear and transparent for Member Countries, workable and 

productive, and it would improve consistency across the chapters. The OIE Scientific and 

Technical Department presented a proposed procedure for updating the Terrestrial Manual 

chapters. The proposal indicated the tasks and responsibilities of both the EBG and the 

Commission (Appendix VII of the report of the February meeting). A table would be 

appended to the report of each meeting of the Commission listing the status of the chapters 

that had been identified for revision. Member Countries could therefore follow the progress 

of each chapter under revision.  

Twenty-five draft chapters for the seventh edition of the Terrestrial Manual had been 

circulated to Delegates, as well as to relevant Reference Laboratories and expert peer 

reviewers. Many useful comments were received and the chapters had been further 

amended. The final versions for adoption at this General Session were made available 

online in March 2012. Some of the improvements proposed by the brainstorming meeting 

had already been taken into account, but others would be implemented in stages over the 

coming years. This would mean that the disease chapters in the 2012 edition would not be 

homogeneous (some but not all would follow the modified vaccine section template); for the 

2016 edition, this discrepancy would be resolved. The Terrestrial Manual should be 

considered as a ‘work in progress’ requiring continual efforts to improve it.  

Prof. Caporale presented the new edition of the Terrestrial Manual with revised chapters to 

the Assembly for adoption.  

301. Liaison with other Commissions 

The Biological Standards Commission provided advice on a number of topics requested by 

the Scientific Commission and the Code Commission.  

302. FMD vaccine matching in South America 

The FAO had been overseeing an FMD control and eradication programme in Ecuador. In 

accordance with OIE recommendations, vaccination campaigns had been organised and 

carried out, but the results had not been satisfactory and the FMD outbreaks continued. In 

response to the apparently limited effect of the vaccination campaigns, FAO sent field 

isolates to four laboratories: three OIE Reference Laboratories and an FAO Reference 

Centre. Three of the four found that the vaccine did not effectively protect against the 

strain circulating in the region (immunogenic coverage or vaccine-matching), the fourth 

found no such problems. That there was a difference of opinion between the world’s leading 

laboratories, especially OIE Reference Laboratories, was considered problematic for the 

OIE.  

In this context, to provide and publish an official OIE view on the problem, a meeting of 

experts took place under the auspices of the OIE Biological Standards Commission, at the 

OIE Headquarters in Paris on 17 and 18 November 2011. The Commission noted the report 

of this expert meeting and in particular the recommendations.  

303. Update on OFFLU 

OFFLU – the joint OIE-FAO network of expertise on animal influenza – boasted significant 

concrete outputs and strengthened links between animal influenza laboratories and with 

the public health sector. In 2011, OFFLU provided support to the WHO vaccine strain 

selection process by presenting antigenic, genetic and epidemiological data at the two WHO 

annual meetings and by participating in a meeting aimed at improving the overall WHO 
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vaccine strain selection process. OFFLU also collaborated with WHO over proficiency 

testing, the WHO PCR working group, H5N1 evolution working group, and influenza 

naming task force. OFFLU had launched a swine influenza group that serves as a platform 

for sharing global swine influenza data and for coordinating and harmonising approaches 

to swine influenza surveillance worldwide. The second meeting was held in March 2012. 

OFFLU held its annual technical meeting in April 2012 in conjunction with the 

8th International Symposium on Avian Influenza.  

304. The President of the OIE thanked Prof. Caporale for his comprehensive presentation and 

invited the Director General to comment on the presentation before opening the floor for 

discussion. 

Dr Vallat, Director General of the OIE, first expressed his satisfaction that a recent event 

involving vaccine-matching tests for FMD vaccines and contradictory opinions amongst the 

relevant OIE Reference Laboratories had been resolved at a meeting of relevant 

international experts, including the President of the Biological Standards Commission. He 

therefore considered that the various divergences between the OIE Reference Laboratories 

to be an exception. 

Second, the Director General reminded the Assembly that the OIE twinning programme 

had been launched to allow regions and countries without Reference Laboratories, 

especially developing and in-transition countries, to be more actively engaged in OIE 

scientific activities. He was now pleased to see an increasing number of countries hosting 

an OIE Reference Laboratory. He recognised the generosity of international donors actively 

supporting the twinning programme, which had become very popular and was still in 

expansion. In order to support networking amongst OIE Reference Centres, a third Global 

Conference of OIE Reference Centres was being planned, in principle, for 2014, hosted by 

Korea (Rep. of). 

Third, Dr Vallat pointed out the importance of all national Veterinary Services having 

access to high-level skills and expertise in laboratory matters. To this end, the OIE was 

launching National Focal Points for Laboratories and their training workshops in two 

regions: the Americas and Asia. The role of these Focal Points would be to provide support 

to Delegates on matters such as diagnostic tests, shipment of samples, and biorisk 

management, also enhancing countries’ ability to contribute to the OIE’s biological 

standards development. If new funding was found, the Focal Points would be extended to 

other regions.  

Fourth, Dr Vallat regretted that the number of applications from diagnostic kit 

manufacturers for OIE certification remained small. If the OIE was to maintain this 

scheme, Delegates should take necessary measures to facilitate the recognition of OIE-

certified kits in their country, thus creating an incentive for the manufacturers to engage in 

this scheme. Otherwise the OIE would have to propose terminating this activity. 

Finally, with regard to equine influenza vaccines, Dr Vallat expressed the OIE’s 

commitment to remain a driver for the provision of international guidance and request the 

Biologcal Standards Commission to update the relevant Terrestrial Manual chapter to 

provide more detailed guidance. 
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305. The Delegate of Denmark, speaking on behalf of the 27 Member States of the EU, 

supported adoption of the 25 chapters being proposed. The EU was particularly satisfied 

that swine vesicular disease (SVD) was among these chapters and proposed to add 

vesicular stomatitis (VS) to the list of chapters that had been identified for update in the 

forthcoming year, to include the latest scientific data, especially to the diagnostic section. 

Reference was made to a recent EFSA publication on the impact and risk of SVD and VS. 

306. The Delegate of Argentina requested, in the vaccine section of Chapter 2.1.5 on FMD, to 

maintain the reference to the use of oil adjuvanted vaccines in ruminants because these 

vaccines had less interference from maternal antibodies and a longer duration of immunity 

than aluminium hydroxide saponin adjuvanted vaccines. 

307. The Delegate of Botswana expressed his satisfaction that the Botswana National 

Veterinary Laboratory was being proposed to become a new OIE Reference Laboratory for 

CBPP following an OIE twinning project and invited Delegates in the region to make the 

best use of the laboratory. He also expressed his readiness to make the expert available for 

future OIE missions.  

308. The Delegate of South Africa agreed that equine influenza vaccines should be updated 

through a timely incorporation of new relevant strains. He proposed that the Biological 

Standards Commission and VICH look at ways of speeding up the registration process, e.g. 

through an exemption clause. 

309. Prof. Caporale agreed with the Delegate of South Africa on the importance of timely 

updating of equine influenza vaccines and stated that a close consultation among the 

experts in the Expert Surveillance Panel, regulatory authorities and the vaccine 

manufacturers was a key to making progress. Lessons could be learned from the poultry 

sector, which had experienced a similar situation. 

In response to the Delegate of Argentina, Prof. Caporale reminded the Assembly that the 

issue of oil adjuvanted vaccines had been discussed at length in the ad hoc Group. The 

recommendation for using oil emulsion vaccine was preferred for swine. For cattle, the ad 

hoc Group agreed that there were no sufficient scientific grounds to suggest that oil 

emulsion vaccines were better than non-oil-based vaccines. 

310. The Assembly noted the Report of the Biological Standards Commission. 

Adoption of Draft Resolution No. 23 

Adoption of the seventh edition of the Manual of Diagnostic Tests and Vaccines for 

Terrestrial Animals 

311. The Assembly unanimously adopted Draft Resolution No. 23 on the Adoption of the seventh 

edition of the Manual of Diagnostic Tests and Vaccines for Terrestrial Animals. The text 

appears under Resolution No. 23 at the end of this report. 

Adoption of Draft Resolution No. 24 

Register of Diagnostic Tests Validated and Certified by the OIE 

312. The Assembly unanimously adopted Draft Resolution No. 24 on the Register of Diagnostic 

Tests Validated and Certified by the OIE. The text appears under Resolution No. 24 at the 

end of this report.  
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THURSDAY  24  MAY 2012  

SIXTH PLENARY SESSION 

Report on Animal Disease Status Worldwide in 2011 

and the beginning of 2012 
 (Doc. 80 SG/2 A and B) 

313. Dr Karim Ben Jebara, Head of the Animal Health Information Department, reviewed the 

major regional events involving OIE-listed diseases in 2011 and early 2012. He indicated 

that he would begin with an overview of the trends observed in 2011 and early 2012 

regarding exceptional disease events. He would then report the current situation worldwide 

concerning livestock populations and veterinary personnel. Further, he would review the 

current situation regarding Schmallenberg virus infection, foot and mouth disease (FMD), 

highly pathogenic avian influenza due to serotype H5N1 (HPAI H5N1) and glanders in 

terrestrial animals, and infection with Xenohaliotis californiensis and Ostreid herpesvirus 1 

(OsHV-1) in aquatic animals. Finally, he would conclude with an overview of the animal 

health situation in wildlife based on the information gathered through the submitted 2011 

Questionnaires on Wildlife Diseases. 

314. Exceptional epidemiological events reported to the OIE 

Between January 2011 and March 2012, 238 immediate notifications of exceptional 

epidemiological events were received by the OIE; they were submitted by 83 countries and 

involved 58 different diseases. Sixty percent of these exceptional events related to 

11 diseases. There were eight notifications on Schmallenberg virus infection as a new 

emerging disease; three first occurrences of HPAI, one for Newcastle disease, two for low 

pathogenic avian influenza in poultry and peste des petits ruminants, and four for white 

spot disease; one for increased incidence for Newcastle disease, rabies and peste des petits 

ruminants; three for a first occurrence of a new strain for FMD and one for bluetongue and 

115 reoccurrences of other OIE listed diseases. The majority of notifications were on FMD, 

followed by HPAI, Newcastle disease, low pathogenic avian influenza in poultry, anthrax, 

rabies, bluetongue. There was one notification for change in the epidemiology of HPAI. 

315. Farmed animal populations 

Dr Ben Jebara mentioned that the accumulation of important data, since the launch of 

WAHIS now allowed presenting an interesting picture of the worldwide situation regarding 

livestock populations and veterinary personnel over a long time period. OIE Members 

Countries and various non-member countries had been reporting their animal population 

figures to the OIE in their annual reports. These data had been used to analyse the average 

population by livestock category in the world during the period 2005–2011. To avoid bias, 

only countries that had provided data for at least four of the seven years between 2005 and 

2011 were included in the analysis. When data were missing for one or two years, an 

estimate of the missing information was used. 

Dr Ben Jebara indicated that the largest category of livestock consisted of birds (almost 

35 billion), followed by sheep and goats (about 2 204 400 000), swine (around 

1 598 000 000), and cattle (around 1 585 000 000). The main trends in each of these four 

categories, taking 2005 as the reference year, were as follows: the bird population decreased 

in 2006 (impact of the HPAI epizootic crisis) and then increased in the following years; the 

swine population decreased in 2007, because China (People’s Rep. of), the largest pig 

producer, decreased its production that year, and since remained quite stable; the sheep 

and goat population and the cattle population remained quite stable. 
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According to the data provided during this period, two countries, China (People’s Rep of) 

and Brazil accounted for 58% of the total farmed bird population. China (People’s Rep of), 

India and Nigeria, accounted for around 42% of the sheep and goat population. China 

(People’s Rep. of), United States of America, Brazil, Spain and Vietnam, accounted for 

79% of the swine population. India, Brazil and China (People’s Rep. of) accounted for 42% of 

the cattle population. 

Dr Ben Jebara presented the number of countries which reported information for aquatic 

animal populations. He indicated that very few countries provided information for aquatic 

productions each year between 2005 and 2011. Some countries provided information on an 

irregular basis during this period, and many countries did not provide any information on 

aquatic productions at all. Almost no information had been provided by Member Countries 

for amphibians and wild aquatic species. 

Dr Ben Jebara pointed out that worldwide, aquatic animal production was reported by 

100 Member Countries (56%) during the period 2005–2011, though not on a regular basis 

and for this reason the production trends were not analysed. He underlined that the 

absence of aquatic animal production figures for 78 Member Countries (44%) added to a 

lack of updated figures for a number of countries, limited the possibility to compare aquatic 

animal production trends across the world. Dr Ben Jebara highlighted the importance of 

Member Countries’ regularly reporting animal production figures, including those for 

aquaculture and fisheries, in their annual reports to the OIE. 

316. Veterinary Services 

Dr Ben Jebara stated that OIE Members Countries and various non-member countries 

reported to the OIE, through the WAHIS annual reports, the number of veterinarians and 

veterinary para-professionals from Veterinary Authorities and those accredited from the 

private sector that are involved in public sector veterinary activities. 

First, an analysis of the distribution of veterinarians in the different fields of activity was 

made, based on data provided in the annual reports for 2011. When the data for 2011 were 

missing, data from the annual reports for 2010 were used. A total of 644,000 veterinarians 

were thus reported by 134 countries: worldwide, 59% (around 378,400 veterinarians) were 

reported to be engaged in animal health activities and 31% (around 202,270 veterinarians) 

in veterinary public health activities; 5% (31,106 veterinarians) were reported to be 

working in laboratories and 5% (32,222 veterinarians) in academic and training 

institutions. 

Based on the data from countries that provided information on all categories of 

veterinarians, a comparison was made between the various regions. In North America, 

Central America, South America and Oceania, more than 70% of veterinarians were 

involved in animal health activities, while between 2% and 13% of veterinary professionals 

were involved in veterinary public health activities. In Africa and Europe between 63% and 

65% of veterinarians were involved in animal health activities, while veterinary public 

health activities accounted for 14% and 21% of veterinarians, respectively. In Asia, a large 

number of veterinarians were involved in animal health and veterinary public health 

activities in 2011. The percentage of veterinarians working in laboratories ranged between 

1% in North America and 10% in Europe. 

As expected, animal health activities accounted for the largest number of veterinarians in 

all regions. However, this field of activity also relies heavily on veterinary para-

professionals, especially in developing countries. A second analysis, based on data from the 
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138 countries that provided information on the categories of veterinary personnel involved 

in animal health activities, was made to assess the relative importance of veterinarians and 

veterinary para-professionals in that field in the different regions. 

The results indicated that, worldwide, 48% of animal health activities were covered by 

veterinary para-professionals (around 333,000) and 52% by veterinarians (around 347,000). 

However, differences were observed between regions. In Oceania, animal health activities 

were mainly covered by veterinarians, with a smaller involvement of para-professionals 

(6%). The situation was similar in Europe, where 17% of veterinary personnel involved in 

animal health activities were veterinary para-professionals. In the Americas, veterinary 

para-professionals had a proportionately higher involvement in animal health activities, 

since they represented 40% of the veterinary personnel involved in this field in Central 

America, 40% in North America and 41% in South America. Finally, in Asia and Africa, 

animal health activities relied mainly on veterinary para-professionals rather than on 

veterinarians: in these two regions, veterinary para-professionals accounted for 54% and 

72%, respectively, of all veterinary personnel involved in these activities. 

A third analysis was made to assess the relative involvement of veterinarians and para-

professionals in animal health activities in the different countries within regions, to have a 

clearer understanding of the organisation of national Veterinary Services. The ratio was 

calculated by country by dividing the number of veterinary para-professionals by the 

number of veterinarians: a ratio below 1 thus indicated that animal health activities relied 

mainly on veterinarians, and a ratio above 1 indicated that animal health activities relied 

mainly on veterinary para-professionals. A special category was created for countries 

presenting a ratio above 10, indicating that animal health activities relied almost 

exclusively on veterinary para-professionals. 

Almost all European countries presented a ratio below 1. However, other regions presented 

greater contrasts. In Oceania, although the overall regional result showed that animal 

health activities relied mainly on veterinarians; many countries presented a ratio above 1. 

There were also contrasting situations in the Americas, since 13 countries had a ratio below 

1 and 17 countries a ratio above 1. In Asia, a large majority of countries had a ratio above 1, 

indicating that animal health activities were mainly reliant on para-professionals; a few 

countries showed a ratio above 10, indicating that animal health activities relied almost 

exclusively on para-professionals. Lastly, in Africa, almost all countries presented a ratio 

above 1, with a significant number of countries with ratios above 10 (and some up to 120). 

These results reflected the importance of para-professional in the veterinary services of 

these regions. The distribution of countries was also shown with the ratio less than 4, from 

4 to 10 and above 10; in some countries in Africa and Asia, there were more para-

professionals working for animal health than veterinarians. 

Quantification of the human resources available to Veterinary Services provided a useful 

indicator of a country’s disease early warning, detection, surveillance and control 

capabilities. Considerable differences existed between regions and between countries within 

regions, especially when one compared the contribution made by veterinarians with that 

made by veterinary para-professionals in terms of animal health activities. In some 

countries, and more specifically developing countries, Veterinary Services relied mainly on 

veterinary para-professionals rather than on veterinarians. A more exhaustive analysis 

would have been possible had all countries provided data on their veterinary human 

resources. 
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317. Livestock population in relation to Veterinary Services 

Taking into account the livestock population figures and the number of veterinarians and 

veterinary para-professionals working for animal health activities presented earlier, it was 

possible to analyse the relationship between livestock population and the available 

veterinary personnel by country. This was important in order to evaluate the availability of 

veterinary human resources to deal with the existing livestock population and obtain an 

indication of the zoo-sanitary coverage of this population. Some Member Countries provided 

information on their bird, swine, cattle and sheep/goat populations in 2011. Some others 

Member Countries had not yet provided the information for 2011 and therefore an estimate 

based on their data from previous years was used. To avoid introducing a bias inherent in 

the use of data on different animal species, the population figures were converted into 

livestock units (LSU). To obtain the livestock population equivalent in LSU, the conversion 

coefficient taken into account by WAHID was used. Nine Member Countries did not provide 

any information on their livestock populations during the period 2005-2011. 

Data provided by a total of 169 Member Countries and 5 non-member countries/territories 

were used in this analysis. The countries with the largest number of LSU were: China 

(People’s Rep. of) (around 427 million LSU), India (around 368 million LSU), Brazil 

(around 256 million LSU) and United States of America (around 110 million LSU). 

The number of veterinarians and the number of veterinary para-professionals involved in 

animal health activities in 2011 were considered for this analysis. 

591,030 veterinarians and 556,930 veterinary paraprofessionals were reported by 

129 countries. The livestock population figures (expressed in LSU) were matched with the 

number of veterinarians involved in the animal health sector per country, and with the 

combined number of veterinary para-professionals and veterinarians involved in animal 

health activities. Dr Ben Jebara pointed out that, in the majority of countries, the coverage 

of the livestock production by the animal health activity workforce composed of both 

veterinarians and veterinary paraprofessionals was wide, but it was worth considering the 

curriculum and the capabilities of the paraprofessionals when interpreting these results. 

Terrestrial animal diseases 

318. Schmallenberg virus infection 

Dr Ben Jebara addressed the Schmallenberg virus infection situation. In December 2011, 

reports from a number of European countries alerted the OIE on the occurrence of a new, 

previously unknown disease. The disease was named “Schmallenberg” after the German 

village where the first laboratory confirmed cases were detected. The route of transmission 

of Schmallenberg virus was determined as being associated with biting midges (Culicoides) 

and vertical transmission via the placenta. To date, Schmallenberg virus infection  only 

occurred in ruminants, with cases reported in sheep, goats and cattle. The presence of the 

virus appeared to be associated with congenital abnormalities (such as limb deformities, 

hydrocephalus and scoliosis) in stillborn and newborn lambs, kids and calves. Dystocia and 

abortions had also been observed, associated with malformed foetuses. 

The Netherlands was the first country to notify the disease to the OIE, with episodes of 

Schmallenberg virus infection starting on 19 December 2011. Belgium was the second 

country to notify Schmallenberg virus infection, with outbreaks starting on 14 December 

2011. Germany was the third country to notify the disease, the first cases having started 

on 27 December 2011. 

On 14 January 2012, the United Kingdom had its first outbreaks of Schmallenberg virus 

infection on the south-east coast of England.  
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In France the first outbreak started on 20 January 2012 in the north-east of the country. 

On 6 February 2012, Italy had a case of Schmallenberg virus infection, in Veneto region in 

the north of the country. Luxemburg (7 February 2012) joined the list of affected 

countries. On 6 March 2012, Schmallenberg virus infection was detected in Spain, in 

Andalucía region (south of the country). 

The diagnosis so far was being carried out by RRT PCR and viral sequencing, but the 

recent development of rapid tests and serology would enable faster detection of the 

presence of the virus and contributes to an increase in the sensitivity of virus detection. So 

far, no vaccine was available and there was no known effective antiviral treatment. Control 

of arthropods as potential vectors was the main control measure applied by the affected 

countries. To date, no cases had been found in humans. The risk assessments and the 

conducted epidemiological studies in animals and humans ruled out a zoonotic potential. 

319. Foot and mouth disease 

Dr Ben Jebara presented the geographical distribution of FMD across the world and its 

various serotypes. 

Africa 

FMD was present in many parts of the continent and five serotypes (A, O, SAT 1, SAT 2 

and C) were reported in 2011 and the beginning of 2012. Some exceptional epidemiological 

events relating to FMD were notified from the northern and southern parts of the continent 

due to serotypes O, SAT 1 and SAT 2. 

In North Africa, Libya reported in February 2011 the reoccurrence of FMD due to serotype 

O that started in December 2010 with two outbreaks in cattle near Tripoli. In December 

2011, Libya notified the reoccurrence of FMD due to serotype O, with 38 outbreaks in 

cattle, sheep and goats in the western and the eastern parts of the country. Libya also 

experienced the reoccurrence of FMD due to serotype SAT 2, the first occurrence of this 

serotype since July 2003. The first outbreak was observed in a farm with feedlot animals 

coming from Sub Saharan Africa. Five animals from the new stock suddenly died three 

days after they were introduced. 

Egypt notified the first occurrence of FMD serotype SAT 2 in the country on 14 March 

2012. The event started on 18 February 2012 in cattle and buffaloes in Kafr Qeretna, Al 

Gharbiyah. By 4 April 2012, 43 outbreaks had been reported in cattle, sheep, goats and 

buffaloes. 

In February 2011, Botswana reported FMD due to SAT 2 in Maun (outside the officially 

recognised FMD free zones). This event was declared closed in June 2011. Another 

outbreak due to the same serotype occurred in Francistown in April 2011; this outbreak 

was located in the eastern part of Botswana, in one of the two OIE-recognised FMD free 

zones without vaccination. Botswana indicated that the last recorded clinical case in the 

containment zone was in cattle in July 2011. Another outbreak due to SAT 2 was reported 

in May 2011 in Selibe-Phikwe district (zone 7). An additional outbreak due the same 

serotype was reported in September 2011 in Ngamiland district, Maun, in the FMD 

vaccination zone. Following extensive surveillance conducted during six months without 

recording any case, the outbreak has been resolved and closed on 15 May 2012. 

Between May and June 2010, Zimbabwe reported five outbreaks with 204 cases (due to 

the same serotype) in a zone near the border with Botswana; the infection with SAT 2 was 

linked to contact with infected animals at a grazing/watering point. The source of the 

outbreaks was illegal movement of cattle from an endemic area. The outbreaks were 

brought under control using vaccination and movement control. This event was declared 

closed in May 2011. 
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Mozambique reported eight outbreaks due to SAT 2 in September 2010, in cattle and 

sheep in Gaza province; the source of the outbreaks appeared to have been illegal 

movement of animals. Three more outbreaks were reported. The event was reported to be 

continuing and the last follow-up report was submitted on 17 June 2011. 

In South Africa, 46 new outbreaks were reported between February and April 2011, 

following the identification of subclinical infection (serotype SAT 1) in cattle in KwaZulu-

Natal. The affected area was partially situated in the FMD free zone of South Africa. This 

event was declared closed in July 2011. Between 30 December 2011 and 24 April 2012, 

three FMD outbreaks due to serotype SAT2 were identified in cattle in Mpumalanga, with 

22 cases among 2751 susceptible cattle. 

Namibia reported the reoccurrence of FMD with an outbreak due to serotype SAT 1 being 

observed in cattle in Caprivi in November 2011; three outbreaks were subsequently 

observed in the same area up to 5 January 2012. There were 282 registered cases among a 

total of 5,523 susceptible cattle. The Caprivi area was already considered as an infected 

zone by the Namibian Veterinary Authorities because of its geographical location. The 

outbreak was due to contact with African buffalo (Syncerus caffer). 

 Zambia reported a reoccurrence of FMD, with an outbreak in cattle notified in January 

2012 in Mbala District, near the border with Tanzania. Laboratory confirmation has not yet 

been provided. 

Asia 

In September 2010, Myanmar was affected by FMD serotype A in cattle. The outbreak was 

resolved in February 2011, after ring vaccination and disinfection of the affected premises.  

In November 2010, the Republic of Korea reported the reoccurrence of FMD due to 

serotype O, with 155 outbreaks occurring up to April 2011. Furthermore, the Democratic 

People’s Republic of Korea reported the reoccurrence of FMD due to serotype O in 

December 2010, with 139 reported outbreaks up to April 2011. No further information had 

been provided by these two countries since April 2011. 

Four important events relating to FMD were observed in Asia in 2011 and the beginning of 

2012, three involving serotype O and one involving serotype SAT 2. 

Chinese Taipei reported several FMD outbreaks due to serotype O starting in February 

2009 and continued to report outbreaks in 2010, 2011 and early 2012. In March 2011, two 

outbreaks were notified in P'Eng-Hu Island in two pig farms with 140 cases among 

999 susceptible animals. Ten outbreaks of FMD due to the same serotype were reported 

between March and December 2011. A new outbreak due to serotype O was identified in 

January 2012 in P'Eng-Hu Island; the source of the outbreak was feeder pigs at a 

quarantine station, which had been transported from Taiwan Island to P'Eng-Hu Island. 

The pigs were destroyed. The event was closed on 29 March 2012. The first occurrence of 

FMD serotype O South-East Asia (SEA) topotype was identified in four pig farms in 

KinmenCounty. Stamping out was applied. In February 2012, during the routine active 

surveillance, FMD due to serotype O was detected in three pig farms. Up to 15 May 2012, 

three additional outbreaks were detected across the territory with 66 cases in pigs. 

China (People’s Rep. of) reported an event involving FMD outbreaks due to serotype O. 

The event started in February 2010 and the last reported outbreak was resolved on 

9 January 2012. A total of 26 outbreaks occurred across the country, during which 

7,925 cattle, sheep, goats and swine were destroyed. A new event, involving the 

reoccurrence of FMD due to serotype O, was notified on 19 February 2012 in a village in 

Ningxia; the outbreak involved four cases in cattle among a population of 51 cattle and 

seven small ruminants. Stamping out and ring vaccination in cattle, swine and small 

ruminants were applied. 
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The Palestinian Autonomous Territories reported the disease as endemic due to 

serotype O since February 2009. In April 2012, a new strain of FMD was reported with an 

outbreak due to serotype SAT 2 in Rafah, Gaza Strip, with three cases among 

120 susceptible cattle. The farm was located 3 km from the Egyptian border. The outbreak 

was linked with the introduction of new live animals, and vaccination was implemented in 

response to the outbreak. 

Europe 

Israel reported 21 outbreaks in cattle, sheep and goats in Hazafon in 2011; serotype O was 

identified. On 22 March 2012, Israel notified an FMD outbreak due to serotype O in 

Hadarom (Rahat, Beer-Sheva). An additional outbreak started on 26 March 2012 in 

Hadarom. Thirty sheep were affected by the disease. The source of infection was the 

introduction of lambs of unknown origin into the flock. Vaccination was implemented in 

response to the outbreak. This event was closed in April 2012. 

Bulgaria reported the reoccurrence of FMD due to serotype O in January 2011, in the zone 

of Burgas, about 2 km from the border with Turkey. The first case was reported in a wild 

boar shot by hunters. The laboratory analysis indicated that the FMD virus was serotype 

O, which has more than 99.5% affinity with samples isolated in 2010 in Iran and Turkey. 

Eleven more outbreaks were then reported in cattle, small ruminants, swine and buffaloes. 

Stamping out was applied to these species to control the spread of the disease. This event 

was considered as closed in June 2011. 

In March 2011, Russia notified an outbreak caused by serotype O in the village of Us’t-

Imalka, located 18 km from the border with Mongolia, in the FMD buffer zone. In this zone, 

the veterinary authorities vaccinate cattle, sheep and goats, using a trivalent vaccine 

against serotypes O, A and Asia 1. This event was resolved in May 2011. In March 2012, 

Russia notified the reoccurrence of FMD due to serotype O in Primorskiy Kray. The two 

outbreaks affected 89 cattle among 609 cattle and 22 small ruminants. According to the 

results of nucleotide sequencing, the isolate belongs to type O Pan Asia genetic lineage and 

is genetically close to the isolates involved in the FMD outbreaks in China (People’s Rep. of) 

and Eastern Kazakhstan in 2011. Primorsky Kray was part of the buffer zone where cattle 

and small livestock were being vaccinated against FMD on an annual basis. The event was 

closed in April 2012. 

Kazakhstan reported the reoccurrence of FMD due to serotype O in May 2011, in the zone 

of Ural’sk, Western Kazakhstan. There were two outbreaks with 62 cases, all in cattle, 

among a susceptible population of 972 cattle and 2,974 sheep and goats. Stamping out and 

ring vaccination were applied to cattle and small ruminants to control the spread of the 

disease. Another event, apparently not epidemiologically linked with the previous 

outbreaks, was notified in Eastern Kazakhstan in August 2011, in the zone Karashilik, 

Kurchumskiy: 1,772 cows and 2,782 small ruminants were affected. Modified stamping out 

was applied and cattle, sheep and pigs were vaccinated. The event was not yet resolved. 

Kazakhstan reported another exceptional event in March 2012, in the zone of 

Moyinkumsky, Dzhambul. This event was due to serotype A, a new serotype in the country. 

A total of 217 cases were reported in cattle and three cases were reported in sheep. 

Stamping out and ring vaccination with a trivalent vaccine (against serotypes A, O and 

Asia 1) were applied. As of 15 May 2012, the event was not yet resolved. 

Tajikistan reported the reoccurrence of FMD due to serotype Asia 1 in November 2011, in 

Shurobod district, Khalton, close to the border with Afghanistan. The outbreak was 

detected following anatomo-pathological investigations. Thirty-one cases were detected in 

cattle and 14 cases in small ruminants. In response to the outbreak, modified stamping out 

was carried out and cattle and small ruminants were vaccinated against FMD using a 

trivalent (A, O, Asia 1) vaccine. The event was resolved in December 2011. 
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Americas 

An exceptional FMD event was notified in the Americas in 2011, with the reoccurrence of 

FMD due to serotype O in Paraguay. The outbreak occurred in Sargento Loma, San Pedro, 

in September 2011. This was the first reoccurrence of FMD in Paraguay since July 2003. 

Stamping out was applied and the event was closed on 25 September 2011. On 

30 December 2011, a new outbreak started in Aguaray Amistad, San Pedro. Stamping out 

of all susceptible animals was completed in January 2012. This event was considered to 

have ended the same day. 

The continuing notifications of FMD in several parts of the world highlighted the continued 

threat of spread posed by FMD as a transboundary disease. Cross-border movements of 

animals and animal products were contributing to the spread of FMD serotypes. The 

persistence of FMD serotypes in many continents indicated the need to maintain efforts to 

control the disease. 

320. Highly pathogenic avian influenza (H5N1) 

Dr Ben Jebara gave some historical background information on HPAI (H5N1) and 

summarised the evolution of the situation up to 2010. 

He then presented the situation of the disease in animals in 2011 and early 2012. 

In 2011 and early 2012, the following countries/territories reported the reoccurrence of the 

disease: Bhutan, Cambodia, China (People’s Rep. of), Hong Kong (SAR-PRC), India, 

Iran, Israel, Japan, Korea (Rep. of), Mongolia (wild birds), Myanmar, Nepal and the 

Palestinian Autonomous Territories. The following countries had on-going outbreaks: 

Bangladesh and Vietnam, as well as Egypt and Indonesia where the disease was 

considered endemic. 

In Korea (Rep. of), 39 wild birds were captured and sampled in November 2010 as part of 

an on-going avian influenza surveillance programme and one mallard duck tested positive. 

Additional avian influenza testing was conducted in wild birds captured on a site and four 

further outbreaks were reported in wild birds with 24 cases. Between 29 December 2010 

and 16 May 2011, 53 outbreaks were reported in poultry, involving 39,649 cases, and 

1,396,376 birds were destroyed. Later, in response to the outbreaks, disease control 

measures, including depopulation and disinfection, were applied to 6,472,711 birds Korea 

(Rep. of) declared regaining its highly pathogenic avian influenza free country status with 

effect from 23 August 2011. 

In Japan, an outbreak of HPAI was confirmed in December 2010 in poultry in Shimane 

prefecture. Between January and March 2011, Japan confirmed 24 outbreaks in farms. All 

poultry in the farms were destroyed (1,837,295 birds destroyed). The last outbreak was 

reported on 16 March 2011 and Japan declared itself free from notifiable avian influenza 

with effect from 25 June 2011. A total of 46 outbreaks and 64 cases were reported in wild 

birds between December 2010 and 9 May 2011. This event was considered as closed in 

March 2011. 

In January 2011, Myanmar notified 10 outbreaks involving poultry. In these outbreaks 

there were 56,237 cases, 1,935 of which died, and a further 60,831 birds were destroyed. 

The event was closed in April 2011. In February 2012, two outbreaks in poultry were 

reported; there were 144 cases and 2,830 birds were destroyed. . 

Cambodia reported three events in 2011. The first event was in January 2011 and 

involved an outbreak in birds. The second event was in July 2011 and involved an outbreak 

with 29 cases in wild birds. The third event comprised three outbreaks reported between 

21 July and 7 November 2011. In response to these three outbreaks, a total of 4,156 birds 

were culled. 
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Hong Kong (SAR-PRC) reported three events in 2011 involving birds and wild birds. The 

first event started in January 2011. The carcasses of several wild birds tested positive for 

HPAI H5N1. In addition, the carcasses of a chicken and a duck tested positive. The second 

event started on 13 December 2011. A black-headed gull, tested positive. There was no 

evidence of any spread of the disease, as this was the only case reported in this event, 

which was therefore considered to have ended the same day. The third event was reported 

in December 2011, involving one chicken carcass and one oriental magpie robin. A total of 

19,451 farmed birds, were culled on 21 December 2011. Between January and 15 May 2012, 

19 additional wild birds tested positive. Regarding outbreaks in wild birds, these were 

considered to have ended on the same date that the birds were found. 

The Palestinian Autonomous Territories reported an outbreak in February 2011 

involving 2,000 cases. The event was closed in March 2011. 

In India, in February 2011, two outbreaks with 2,578 cases were reported and led to the 

destruction of 20,520 birds. Two other outbreaks were reported in August 2011 in rural 

backyard poultry; there were 3,721 cases and 63,141 birds were destroyed. In February 

2012, India reported the presence of the disease in crows (Corvos macrorhynchos). The 

outbreaks occurred between October 2011 and February 2012. In January 2012, India 

reported a new event, with 7 outbreaks that occurred in poultry between 3 January and 

7 May 2012. 

In March 2011, Israel notified the reoccurrence of the disease with one outbreak in a 

turkey flock. There were 1,000 cases and 12,800 birds were destroyed. Another outbreak, in 

Israeli Settlements in the West Bank, was reported in April 2011. A marsh harrier (Circus 

aeruginosus) with respiratory signs was found in the wild. In March 2012, Israel notified 

two events in Hadarom. One of these events was reported as a reoccurrence in birds and 

involved 19,500 cases and 10,500 deaths. The other event was reported as a change in 

epidemiology because the disease was found to be present in cats. There were 12 cases and 

seven deaths. Eighteen cats were destroyed. The only serotype identified was H5. These 

last two events related to HPAI were closed in March 2012. 

Mongolia reported one outbreak in April 2011, involving whooper swans (Cygnus cygnus). 

A total of 3 cases were notified. The event was closed in May 2011. 

In October 2011, Iran reported an event involving free-range (backyard) ducks with 

1,250 cases and 4,478 birds destroyed. The event was closed in January 2012. 

Between November 2011 and March 2012, Nepal reported 13 outbreaks involving poultry 

and wild birds. In poultry there were 31,429 cases and 12,210 birds were destroyed. There 

were four cases in wild birds (crows). The event was still continuing. 

China (People’s Rep. of) reported an outbreak in December 2011 involving 290 birds. In 

response to the outbreak, 1,575 birds were destroyed. Another outbreak was then reported 

involving two farmed birds; 35,018 birds were destroyed. Two additional outbreaks were 

then reported in Ningxia and Liaoning with 23,885 cases in birds and 84,809 animals 

culled. The event was still continuing.  

In January 2012, Bhutan reported the reoccurrence of the disease with an outbreak that 

started in December 2011. A total of 11 outbreaks were reported, with 396 cases in poultry 

of which 370 died. A total of 5,542 animals were destroyed. The event was still continuing. 

In Vietnam, 38 outbreaks with 35,419 cases were reported in 2011. In 2012 up to 

31 March, 22 outbreaks with 12,968 cases had been reported. 

Bangladesh reported 170 outbreaks in 2011 (97,811 cases) and 22 outbreaks between 

January and 15 May 2012 (12,879 cases). 
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Dr Ben Jebara then presented the main trends of the disease observed since 2004. 

In 2004, 254,384 HPAI H5N1 cases were reported. The percentage variation between 2005 

and 2011 shows that, after a peak in 2006 (3,258,591 cases), there was an initial decline in 

the number of cases per year worldwide before becoming stable. In 2009 and 2010, the 

figures were even lower than the number of cases reported in 2004. It started increasing 

after 2010. In 2011, a slight increase was noticed in the number of cases compared to those 

of 2004. 

Since the beginning of the epizootics, a sufficient quantity of data was collected to enable 

the identification of a seasonal pattern in the occurrence of new HPAI H5N1 outbreaks. 

The annual trend was for cases to be concentrated between December and April, followed 

by a decline in the number of cases. 

Since the beginning of the epizootics, farmed poultry, backyard poultry and wild birds were 

affected. These three categories could be considered as separate epidemiological units. The 

relative proportion of epidemiological units affected changed during the period 2005 to 

2011. Episodes of HPAI H5N1 in poultry farms have decreased through the years and the 

level of disease stayed stable in wild birds and backyard poultry. The improvements in 

biosecurity techniques implemented by the poultry industry as well as early detection, 

rapid response and good vaccination programmes helped to reduce the occurrence of HPAI 

H5N1 in poultry in certain countries.  

Dr Ben Jebara presented the impact of HPAI due to serotype H5N1 on the global bird 

population, with the number of cases and the number of losses (dead and destroyed 

animals).  

He stated that between 2006 and 2009 HPAI H5N1 outbreaks were mainly reported in 

poultry. It had a significant impact on global poultry production, especially in 2006 at the 

peak of the epizootics. Since then, the total number of HPAI H5N1 cases in animals had 

decreased, whereas global poultry production has increased in recent years. Based on the 

evidence that had been accumulated over the years, some interesting observations could be 

made, such as the seasonal pattern in the occurrence of HPAI H5N1 outbreaks, and the 

change in the affected populations between 2005 and 2011. HPAI H5N1 epizootics in 

poultry farms decreased with a trend that began in 2007, and the virus remained at low 

level in backyard poultry and wild birds. The decrease in the number of cases in poultry 

could be explained by improved biosecurity by the poultry industry and also by more 

efficient implementation of vaccination programmes, which were easier to carry out in 

industrial conditions. 

321. Glanders 

Dr Ben Jebara summarised the worldwide situation of glanders, including its emergence in 

the Middle East.  

Middle East 

In Middle East, since January 2011, four countries Afghanistan, Bahrain, Iran and 

Lebanon had notified glanders until now. 

In 2011, Iran reported 22 outbreaks with 49 cases, all of which were culled. 

Bahrain reported the first occurrence of glanders in April 2010, with six horses that tested 

positive, all of which were culled. Bahrain mentioned in its report that the first two horses, 

which tested positive without clinical signs of glanders, originated from Kuwait and had 

arrived in Bahrain six months earlier. In May 2010, 54 positive cases were detected. The 

surveillance began firstly in areas where infected horses had been found in the 1st round 

and samples taken were tested by complement fixation test (CFT) and c-ELISA by the OIE 

Reference Laboratory (CVRL, Dubai, UAE) and the Bahrain National Veterinary 
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Laboratory. In April 2011, Bahrain reported the reoccurrence of glanders in the North of 

the country, with three outbreaks in Shakhoura and one in Janosan. They occurred in 

horses that were being kept under observation because they were initially CFT-negative 

and c-ELISA-positive with no clinical signs. This event was declared resolved in September 

2011. 

Kuwait had initiated an investigation programme for glanders in the country’s entire 

equine population. As part of this investigation, Kuwait notified for the first half of 2009 

22 positive cases in horses. In 2010, 11 cases were detected in horses. Kuwait has micro-

chipped horses and improved the capabilities of its laboratory personnel to test for the 

disease. The last positive case identified in a horse was on 19 December 2010. Six months 

having elapsed since the last positive case, the Delegate declared that her country had 

regained freedom from glanders, with effect from 11 March 2012, in accordance with the 

terms of Article 12.10.2. of the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code. Kuwait stated that it 

would continue its glanders surveillance programme during the three coming years and 

after. 

In 2011, Lebanon notified the first occurrence of glanders in the country. The outbreak 

occurred in the Beirut region and started on 14 April 2011. Twenty eight animals were 

culled because of positive serological test results. No cases having been reported for 

6 months following the last culled case on 23 August 2011, and in view of the active 

surveillance programme put in place demonstrating the absence of the disease in 

accordance with general recommendations on animal health surveillance in Chapter 1.4. of 

the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code, the Delegate of Lebanon declared his country free 

from glanders, with effect from 23 March 2012. 

In August 2011, Afghanistan confirmed the occurrence of glanders in horses in Dahsabaz, 

Kabul, following investigations undertaken by an epidemiology team, which found two sick 

horses with clinical signs of glanders and one dead animal.  

Asia 

In 2011, Mongolia notified the presence of the disease without providing quantitative 

information. In the first half of 2011, India notified three outbreaks with three positive 

cases in Uttar Pradesh region. 

Myanmar reported the presence of the disease with one notified outbreak in November 

2010. 

The Philippines notified the presence of the disease in 2006 and 2007. 

Americas 

In 2011, Brazil reported the presence of glanders in a zone comprising the States of 

Paraiba, Pernambuco and Rio Grande do Norte. There were nine outbreaks with 23 positive 

cases, one of which died. The remaining 22 horses were culled. 

Africa 

Ethiopia reported the suspected presence of the disease in 2011. 

Eritrea reported the presence of the disease in 2010. No reports had been yet submitted for 

2011 and 2012. 

Dr Ben Jebara pointed out that since 2010, the glanders situation had improved in some 

countries of the Middle East, thanks to the surveillance and eradication programmes put in 

place. Glanders was most likely still underreported in several countries given the absence 

of passive and active surveillance for the disease, especially in Asia and in Africa. In view of 

the potentially severe consequences for humans, it was important to implement regular 
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testing in the event of international movements of equidae and to implement national 

surveillance plans to assess the situation in countries where the disease was thought to be 

absent or where the situation was undetermined. OIE Members Countries should make use 

of the expertise available in OIE Reference Laboratories for glanders, which were ready to 

assist them with improving their own technical expertise on this disease. 

To this end, an illustrated publication on glanders was prepared by the OIE.  

Aquatic animal diseases 

322. Dr Ben Jebara addressed two aquatic animal diseases, in particular: infection with 

Xenohaliotis californiensis and an emerging disease, ostreid herpesvirus 1 (OsHV-1).  

Between 2005 and 2011, a total of 1,157 immediate notifications of exceptional 

epidemiological disease events were made to the OIE, involving 96 different terrestrial and 

aquatic diseases. Of this total, 76 immediate notifications (6.5%) related to aquatic animal 

diseases, with 28 countries reporting 20 different diseases. Fifty-five percent of these 

aquatic exceptional events were related to five diseases: koi herpesvirus disease (13%, 

initially notified as a new emerging disease before being included in the OIE list), ostreid 

herpesvirus 1 (OsHV-1) (12%) as an emerging disease, white spot disease (12%), crayfish 

plague (9%) and infection with Bonamia ostreae (9%).  

323. Infection with Xenohaliotis californiensis 

Dr Ben Jebara reviewed the situation of the infection with Xenohaliotis californiensis.  

In March 2011, Japan notified the first occurrence of the disease in the country. The 

outbreak started in January 2011 in a Japanese abalone (Haliotis discus discus) farm with 

a semi-closed production system (salt water). There were 6600 cases resulting in 

6600 deaths; the remaining 13,400 abalones were destroyed. 

Between 2005 and 2011, the disease was reported as present by Chile (since 2006) and by 

France (since 2009). Ireland reported the presence of the infection between 2006 and 2009 

and suspected presence after 2009. The United States of America reported the presence 

of the disease in 2006. 

324. Ostreid herpesvirus 1 (OsHV-1) 

Dr Ben Jebara explained that Ostreid herpesvirus 1 (OsHV-1) was an emerging disease 

that had been reported in Europe and Oceania since 2008. The disease was associated with 

large-scale mortalities of Pacific oyster (Crassostrea gigas) in different stages of production. 

Adult mortality varied between 10% and 30%, whereas juvenile mortality was far higher, 

ranging from 60% to 100%. The cause of infection was still unknown, although it had been 

suggested that there were many contributing factors, such as variations in climate and 

aquatic environment. There was no evidence to suggest any food safety concerns with 

infected oysters. 

Then he presented the global situation of the disease and its economic impact in affected 

countries. 

Since May 2008, French farmers were observing a high mortality rate in oysters at all 

stages of production all along the French coastline. In August 2008, nine outbreaks were 

reported by France and affected only Pacific oyster. Appropriate management measures 

were taken to contain the disease and prevent its spread. After surveillance had been 

carried out, with negative results the French authorities authorised French mollusc culture 

areas to resume their normal activities as from September 2008. However, since April 2009, 

15 new outbreaks were reported, affecting almost the entire coastline of metropolitan 

France. The causes appeared to be based on a general model of multifactor interactions 

involving the animal, its environment and infective agents. The two main hypotheses, 
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which were not mutually exclusive, for the occurrence of the disease were the effects of the 

environment on oysters and the presence of infectious agents. The mortality rate observed 

was used as an indicator to decide the implementation of movement restrictions on Pacific 

oysters (oyster larvae and spat) coming from zones and establishments where high 

mortalities (typically over 50%) had been recorded. In April 2010 high mortalities were 

reported by France and in July 2011 the disease was reported as endemic in the country. 

Ireland reported two events related to OsHV-1, one with 15 outbreaks since June 2009 and 

the other with 17 outbreaks since May 2010. In both events mortalities were considerable, 

particularly in seed. Half-grown and adult Pacific oysters also suffered low level mortality 

in some areas. Transmission from site to site as well as through the water was believed to 

have occurred.  

In the United Kingdom, ostreid herpesvirus (OsHV-1) was detected at a shellfish farm in 

July 2010 in the South of England. It was believed that the infection was introduced via 

legal movement of seed during 2009. Statutory controls were applied to prevent the 

movement of live oysters from the affected area. In January 2012, the event was closed 

since there was no further evidence of the presence of OsHV-1 in any of the shellfish 

harvesting areas. 

In December 2010, New Zealand reported the disease in the farmed oyster population. 

The disease was reported following an increased mortality in Pacific oysters that was more 

severe in younger oysters and, potentially, at elevated water temperatures. The baseline 

mortality on farms was between 5% and 10%, but losses between 50% and 80% in spat were 

observed when the virus was present. The die-back has only been observed in farmed 

oysters and has not been found in wild populations, including the Bluff oyster (Tiostrea 

chilensis). In these events, the cause of mortality in juvenile oysters was considered to 

relate to a combination of environmental factors and infection with OsHV-1. 

In January 2011, Ostreid herpesvirus (OsHV-1) was reported by Australia. The event 

started in November 2010 with an outbreak in Pacific oysters, detected on oyster leases in 

Woolooware Bay, Botany Bay, New South Wales. The die-off was also observed in wild 

Pacific oysters in the nearby area. Mortality in Pacific oysters reached 100% for spat. The 

control measures applied were quarantine and movement control. 

In June 2011, The Netherlands reported an outbreak in Zeeland in Pacific oysters in the 

wild. This event was closed in November 2011. 

Dr Ben Jebara referred to the economic impact of the disease as follows: 

– In France, Europe’s largest producer, oyster production declined from 130,000 tons to 

80,000 tons (38% fall) in 2010, driving up wholesale prices by 20 percent.  

– In Ireland, Europe’s second largest producer, about half of the bays where Pacific 

oysters were grown were affected by the virus between 2008 and 2010. 

– In Australia, significant economic losses were experienced by affected farms in 

Georges River. 

– A lower impact was observed in New Zealand because the industry was mostly 

reliant on wild spat, which experienced lower mortalities. Nevertheless, production 

had been reduced by between 25% and 33%.  

The virus mostly affected oysters under one year old. Since oysters needed 3 years to 

mature, the 2010-2011 winter was the first to show the effect on the supply and the 

problem might worsen after 2012. 
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Dr Ben Jebara stressed out that the occurrence of Ostreid herpesvirus 1 (OsHV-1) had 

forced the affected countries to implement surveillance and strategies to avoid the disease 

spreading into other areas. He acknowledged that this disease illustrated the importance 

for the oyster industry of applying the necessary measures when importing oyster seed and 

spat, particularly when they were sourced from areas that had been affected (bearing in 

mind the latent nature of OsHV-1). Surveillance for the presence of the disease in periods of 

water temperature increase could help to detect any presence of the infection. 

Presentation of the report on wildlife disease situation 

325. Dr Ben Jebara started the presentation of the wildlife disease situation by underlining that 

in the last few years, OIE Members Countries had been notifying more information on OIE-

listed diseases in wild animals, using the six-monthly reports through the World Animal 

Health Information System (WAHIS), and non OIE-listed diseases specific to wildlife, using 

the annual Questionnaire on Wildlife Diseases. He added that for the second consecutive 

year, the OIE organised workshops for OIE National Focal Points on Wildlife in all OIE 

Regions and pointed out that Members Countries had increased awareness of the 

importance of reporting diseases in wild animals. The aim was to improve the detection, 

prevention and control of diseases that were particularly important because of the severe 

losses they might cause in wild animals and domestic animals and that might affect human 

beings and threaten biodiversity. He stressed that all the efforts made by the OIE over the 

last three years produced a good response, with Members Countries providing improved 

data on wild species. 

Out of 178 OIE Member Countries, 126 (70.79%) had completed the Questionnaire as of 

3 May 2012. By the same time last year, only 92 Questionnaires had been received.. Four 

additional questionnaires were received after 3 May 2012 and would be included in the 

World Animal Health publication.. 

Thirty-seven Questionnaires were received from Africa, 20 from the Americas, 26 from Asia 

and Oceania and 43 from Europe. 

Member Countries that had submitted a completed Questionnaire on Wildlife Diseases for 

2011 by geographic region were as follows: 

Africa: Algeria, Benin, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Central African (Rep.), Congo (Dem. Rep. 

of the), Equatorial Guinea, Egypt, Ethiopia, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea Bissau, 

Kenya, Lesotho, Libya, Madagascar, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Morocco, Mozambique, 

Namibia, Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, Senegal, Seychelles, Somalia, South Africa, Sudan, 

Swaziland, Tanzania, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda and Zimbabwe. 

The Americas: Argentina, Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, 

Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican (Rep.), Ecuador, Guatemala, Haiti, Jamaica, Panama, Peru, 

Trinidad and Tobago, United States of America and Uruguay. 

Asia and Oceania: Afghanistan, Australia, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Bhutan, China (People’s 

Rep. of), Chinese Taipei, Iraq, Israel, Japan, Jordan, Korea (Rep. of), Kuwait, Laos, 

Lebanon, Mongolia, Myanmar, Nepal, New Caledonia, New Zealand, Singapore, Sri Lanka, 

Syria, Thailand, Vanuatu and Vietnam. 

Europe: Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belgium, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, 

Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Former Yug. Rep. of Macedonia, 

France, Georgia, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Italy, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, 

Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Moldova, Montenegro, Netherlands, 

Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, San Marino, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, 

Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, Ukraine and United Kingdom. 
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A total of 39,202 cases in wild animals were reported in the questionnaires for 2011. 

Reported cases were related to 327 different species belonging to 98 different families. The 

information provided in this report had been extracted from the questionnaires received 

from the above-mentioned Members Countries and, when relevant, has been completed 

with further information requested from Members Countries on non-OIE-listed diseases in 

wild species. 

Dr Ben Jebara mentioned that the diseases dealt with in this report had been selected 

according to their relevance and the quality of data provided by countries. He first 

addressed selected non OIE-Listed diseases affecting wild animals, before presenting the 

impact of chemical poisoning and pollution on wild animals. 

Non OIE-Listed diseases affecting wild animals 

326. Infection with Salmonella enterica (all serovars) 

Dr Ben Jebara first presented the situation regarding infection with Salmonella enterica 

(S. enterica). He emphasised that S. enterica was one of the zoonotic diseases that had 

played a very important role in the emergence of diseases in wildlife. This disease very 

often emerged in wildlife as a result of human activities such as contamination of the 

environment and its fauna. S. enterica could affect a wide range of hosts, including wild 

animals. Serovars of S. enterica were capable of causing various disease syndromes, such as 

enteric fever, diarrhoea, bacteraemia and septicaemia. 

Infection with S. enterica could have a very serious impact on public health due to its 

zoonotic nature. S. enterica could be spread from wildlife to humans in different ways: 

1) by direct contact, 

2) by contact with domestic animals as transmission or accumulation vectors, 

3) by meat of wild animals, 

4) by contamination of food or food-producing units. 

Strategies to control and prevent the spread of infection should include a good surveillance 

and monitoring programme in wildlife, as wild animals could be reservoirs for S. enterica 

and/or might be passive carriers of the bacteria. 

The total number of cases of infection with S. enterica in 2011 reported in the 

Questionnaire on Wildlife Diseases for 2011 was 377. The most affected species was wild 

boar (Sus scrofa) with 246 reported cases (65.25%). Rock pigeon (Columba livia) and 

Hermann’s tortoise (Testudo hermanni) were the next most often affected species, with 

20 reported cases each (5.30%). Other wild species reported were European hedgehog 

(Erinaceus europaeus) with 11 cases (2.92%), red foxes (Vulpes vulpes) with nine cases of 

disease (2.38%), common redpoll (Carduelis flammea) with eight reported cases (2.12%) and 

lastly European herring gull (Larus argentatus) and black-headed gull (Larus ridibundus), 

each with six cases (1.59%). 

Europe 

In Europe, based on the information gathered through the Questionnaire on Wildlife 

Diseases for 2011, twelve countries reported the presence of infection with S. enterica 

(Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, Germany, Hungary, Italy, the Netherlands, 

Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden and United Kingdom) with a combined total of 

368 cases. The affected wild species belonged to 27 different families. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Johann_Hermann
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Czech Republic reported one case of infection with S. enterica. The affected species was 

European hare (Lepus europaeus). 

Denmark reported two cases of diseases in European hedgehog (Erinaceus europaeus). 

In Finland, the disease was detected in a total of 17 cases: six cases in European herring 

gull (Larus argentatus), four cases in European hedgehog (Erinaceus europaeus), two cases 

in common redpoll (Carduelis flammea), two cases in common gull (Larus canus), one case 

in common bullfinch (Pyrrhula pyrrhula), one case in western jackdaw (Corvus monedula) 

and one case in black-headed gull (Larus ridibundus). 

Germany reported the occurrence of the disease, with 18 cases. They involved two cases in 

Canidae, three cases in Erinaceidae, five cases belonging to the family Fringilidae, three 

cases in Laridae, and single cases in species belonging to the families Castoridae, Felidae, 

Mustelidae, Procyonidae and Suidae. 

Hungary reported 15 positive cases of infection with S. enterica. The largest number of 

positive cases, 11 cases in total, were detected in wild boar (Sus scrofa), one case was 

detected in blue peafowl (Pavo cristatus), one case in common pheasant (Phasianus 

colchicus), one in waldrapp (Geronticus eremita) and one case in European hare (Lepus 

europaeus). 

Italy reported a total of 279 positive cases of infection with S. enterica. The most affected 

species was wild boar (Sus scrofa) with 234 detected positive cases in 2011. There were also 

seven cases of infection in red foxes (Vulpes vulpes), 20 cases in Hermann’s tortoise 

(Testudo hermanni), two cases in rey partridge (Perdix perdix), two cases in house sparrow 

(Passer domesticus), two cases in grass snake (Natrix natrix) and one case in each of the 

following species: Kleinmann’s tortoise (Testudo kleinmanni), common starling (Sturnus 

vulgaris), European badger (Meles meles), European hedgehog (Erinaceus europaeus), rock 

pigeon (Columba livia), white stork (Ciconia ciconia), red deer (Cervus elaphus), European 

roe deer (Capreolus capreolus), common eland (Taurotragus oryx), boa bock (Acrantophis 

dumerili), great egret (Casmerodius albus) and one case in a wild animal of unspecified 

species belonging to the family Anatidae. 

The Netherlands notified three cases of the disease, involving two cases in European 

greenfinch (Carduelis chloris) and one in rock pigeon (Columba livia). 

Norway reported six positive cases of infection with S. enterica in wildlife. Four cases were 

detected in common redpoll (Carduelis flammea), one case in rock pigeon (Columba livia) 

and one case in common bullfinch (Pyrrhula pyrrhula). 

Portugal reported 19 cases; 89.47% of cases were in rock pigeon (Columba livia) and the 

remaining 10.53% of cases were shared equally by boa constrictor (Boa constrictor) and 

common iguana (Iguana Iguana). 

Spain reported the presence of S. enterica without providing quantitative data. 

Sweden reported four cases in total. They involved two black-headed gulls (Larus 

ridibundus), one Eurasian sparrowhawk (Accipiter nisus) and one great spotted woodpecker 

(Dendrocopos major). 

In the United Kingdom there were four positive cases reported in the wildlife 

Questionnaire. Three black-headed gulls (Larus ridibundus) were affected and one 

European hedgehog (Erinaceus europaeus). 

Americas 

In the Americas, two countries (Canada and Colombia) reported the presence of infection 

with S. enterica in wild animals, with a total number of nine cases. The affected wild 

species belonged to five different families. 
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Canada reported the occurrence of the disease in eight cases; these involved two common 

redpolls (Carduelis flammea), two ring-billed gulls (Larus delawarensis), two house 

sparrows (Passer domesticus), one evening grosbeak (Coccothraustes vespertinus) and one 

piping plover (Charadrius melodus). 

Colombia reported one case of infection with S. enterica affecting an unspecified species 

belonging to the family Psittacidae. 

327. Infection with Sarcoptes scabiei (sarcoptic mange) 

Dr Ben Jebara reported the situation of the infection with Sarcoptes scabiei (S. scabiei), 

also known as sarcoptic mange, a highly contagious mite infection which could cause 

different kinds of lesions on the skin of domestic and wild animals and could represent a 

considerable welfare problem. 

The pathogenesis and clinical signs of sarcoptic mange depended on the immune status of 

the respective host. Sarcoptic mange could have very significant and serious consequences 

on small populations as this disease could threaten their survival; otherwise, the disease 

did not usually affect long-term population dynamics. 

Various wildlife species could be affected, very often after contacts with domestic animals. 

There were no significant public health impacts associated with sarcoptic mange in wild 

animals. 

Infection with S. scabiei was very often responsible for diseases of a potentially epizootic 

nature in different populations of wild animals – canids in the Americas and Europe, wild 

cats in Europe and Africa, wild ungulates and wild boars in Europe and great apes and 

various types of wild bovids in Africa. 

In the wildlife questionnaires for 2011, infection with S. scabiei was reported present in 

19 countries, including countries in Europe (Czech Republic, Finland, France, Italy, 

Norway, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland), the Americas (Canada, Chile, Peru, 

United States of America), Africa (Ghana, South Africa, Tanzania, Tunisia) and Asia 

and the Oceania (Australia, Sri Lanka). The total number of reported cases of infection 

with S scabiei for 2011 was 156. 

Europe 

Czech Republic reported one case, in wild boar (Sus scrofa). 

Finland reported 28 cases. Of these, 21 cases (75%) were in raccoons (Nyctereutes 

procyonoides), six cases (21.43%) were in red foxes (Vulpes vulpes) and one case (3.57%) was 

in a lynx (Lynx lynx). 

France reported the presence of S. scabiei in wild species without providing quantitative 

data. 

Italy provided information on 29 cases of infection with S. scabiei through the 

Questionnaire on Wildlife Diseases for 2011. The biggest number of cases was reported in 

the family Bovidae (24 cases): there were also four reported cases in Canidae and one case 

in Suidae. 

Norway reported two cases of infection with S. scabiei, both in red foxes (Vulpes vulpes). 

Slovenia reported the occurrence of the disease, with four cases in rupicapra (Rupicapra 

rupicapra). 
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Spain provided information on 27 cases of infection with S. scabiei. The highest number of 

cases (22 cases) was reported in Iberian ibex (Capra pyrenaica), there were also three 

reported cases in red foxes (Vulpes vulpes), one in red deer (Cervus elaphus) and one in a 

European rabbit (Oryctolagus cuniculus). 

Sweden reported a total of 21 cases of the disease: one case in a common wolf (Canis 

lupus), eight cases in red foxes (Vulpes vulpes), six cases in wild boar (Sus scrofa) and six 

cases in lynxes (Lynx lynx). 

Switzerland reported six cases of the disease, all in red foxes (Vulpes vulpes). 

Americas 

Canada reported four cases of infection with S. scabiei, two in red foxes (Vulpes vulpes) 

and two in common wolf (Canis lupus). 

In Chile, there were two cases of the disease in Camelidae, both involving guanaco (Lama 

guanicoe). 

Peru reported a total of 17 cases, all in vicugna (Vicugna vicugna). 

The United States of America reported infection with S. scabiei as present without 

providing quantitative data. 

Africa 

In Ghana, one case of the disease was reported in African civet (Civettictis civetta). 

South Africa reported a total of two cases of infection with S. scabiei – one in impala 

(Aepyceros melampus) and the other in a lion (Panthera leo). 

Tanzania reported infection with S. scabiei as present without providing quantitative 

data. 

Tunisia reported the presence of the disease with one outbreak observed in Ichkeul 

National park (Bizerta), in a metapopulation of water buffalo (Bubalus bubalis barbarus) 

composed of 50 animals, with 10 cases and 5 deaths. 

Asia and Oceania 

Australia reported the presence of the disease, without providing quantitative data. 

Sri Lanka reported two cases of infection with S. scabiei, both involving Asian palm civet 

(Paradoxurus hermaphroditus). 

328. Agent causing chronic wasting disease (CWD) 

Dr Ben Jebara summarised the situation of the agent causing chronic wasting disease 

(CWD) which was a transmissible spongiform encephalopathy (TSE), along with other 

spongiform diseases, such as scrapie and bovine spongiform encephalopathy. At the present 

time there was no scientific evidence that the infection was transmissible to domestic 

animals or to humans. Two countries reported the disease present in 2011: United States 

of America and Canada. 
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United States of America 

According to the information provided by the APHIS CWD website (official USA 

government website) the species known to be susceptible to CWD in North America were 

elk (Cervus canadensis), mule deer (Odocoileus hemionus), Columbian black-tailed deer 

(Odocoileus hemionus columbianus), white-tailed deer (Odocoileus virginianus) and, 

possibly the red deer (Cervus elaphus) due to its genetic similarity to elk.  

APHIS reported that the disease had been identified in different States in wild deer, moose 

and elk (Colorado, Illinois, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, New Mexico, New 

York, North Dakota, South Dakota, Utah, Virginia, West Virginia, Wisconsin, Wyoming) 

and in farmed elk and deer herds (Colorado, Kansas, Minnesota, Montana, Nebraska, 

Oklahoma, South Dakota and Wisconsin). 

According to the Questionnaire on Wildlife Diseases for 2011, the presence of the disease in 

the United States of America was limited to various zones. A total of 20,430 farmed elks 

were tested for surveillance purposes and two new elk herds were found to be CWD positive 

– each with at least one CWD-positive elk. During the past 10 years, CWD has been 

detected in 52 farmed herds (39 elk herds and 13 white-tailed deer herds) in 11 States in 

the United States of America. Data resulting from 2011 sampling would be available in late 

2012. 

Canada  

According to the Questionnaire on Wildlife Diseases for 2011, the occurrence of infection 

(without clinical signs) in Canada was limited to various zones. Out of a total of 54 cases 

reported in wild animals, 45 were in mule deer (Odocoileus hemionus), eight in white-tailed 

deer (Odocoileus virginianus) and one in an elk (Cervus canadensis). The disease has been 

identified in two Provinces, Saskatchewan and Alberta. 

329. Low pathogenic avian influenza (LPAI) 

Dr Ben Jebara reported the situation of the low pathogenic avian influenza (LPAI) affecting 

wildlife. He recalled that under the provisions of the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code 

chapter on avian influenza, LPAI H5 and H7 were notifiable to the OIE when they occurred 

in poultry because of their potential to revert to being highly pathogenic. 

The OIE was requesting its Member Countries to notify LPAI in wild birds, mainly through 

the Questionnaire on Wildlife Diseases, as it was important to monitor the circulation of 

influenza viruses in animals, including for wild birds. The information on LPAI should have 

included an indication of the serotype involved, when available. According to the 

information gathered through the Questionnaire on Wildlife Diseases in 2011, the serotype 

most frequently identified was H3N8 (12.12% of cases) followed by H6N8 (10.61%), H9N2 

(7.58%) and H5N2 (6.06%). Two serotypes, namely H4N6 and H10N8 each accounted for 

4.55% of the identified serotypes. 

In 2011, the following countries/territories reported LPAI due to different serotypes when 

available, in wild birds: Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Canada, Croatia, Czech 

Republic, Denmark, France, Germany, Haiti, Hungary, Italy, Korea (Rep. of), 

Japan, Netherlands, Poland, Slovenia, Spain, United Kingdom and United States 

of America. From the information gathered from the Questionnaire on Wildlife Diseases, a 

total of 1,292 cases of LPAI were reported in wild birds. 
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The largest number of cases reported by Member Countries in 2011 occurred in the family 

Anatidae (84.52% of all cases in wild birds); 8.98% of cases were reported in the family 

Laridae. Six other families (Accipitridae, Alcidae, Phasianidae, Rallidae, Scolopacidae and 

Tytonidae) accounted for 6.50% of all cases reported in wild birds. 

Europe 

In 2011, Europe was the region that reported the largest number of cases of LPAI (988). 

Belgium reported 11 cases. These involved 10 Anatidae, namely seven mallard (Anas 

platyrhynchos), one tufted duck (Aythya fuligula), two mute swans (Cygnus olor) and one in 

an Eurasian coot (Fulica atra) belonging to Rallidae family. 

Croatia reported 20 cases of LPAI, 18 (90%), involving four species belonging to the family 

Anatidae, one case in a Northern pintail (Anas acuta), 11 in common teal (Anas crecca), five 

in mallard (Anas platyrhynchos) and one in a ferruginous duck (Aythya nyroca). Two cases 

occurred in species belonging to the family Laridae, one in a yellow-legged gull (Larus 

michahellis) and one in a black-headed gull (Larus ridibundus). 

The Czech Republic reported 23 cases. These involved 22 (95.65%) mallards (Anas 

platyrhynchos) and one mute swan (Cygnus olor). 

Denmark reported one case in a common gull (Larus canus). 

France reported the presence of LPAI without providing quantitative data. 

In Germany, a total of 100 cases were reported in wild birds in 2011. Members of the 

family Anatidae accounted for 98 cases; the remaining two cases occurred in a black-headed 

gull (Larus ridibundus) and a mallard (Anas platyrhynchos). 

Hungary reported 19 cases in wild birds: 17 cases (89.47%) in mallards (Anas 

platyrhynchos) and two in common pheasant (Phasianus colchicus). 

Italy reported one case in a mallard (Anas platyrhynchos). 

In the Netherlands, a total of 803 cases were notified. The largest number of cases 

occurred in members of the family Anatidae: 496 (69.76%) cases in mallards (Anas 

platyrhynchos), 103 (14.49%) cases in greater white-fronted goose (Anser albifron) and 

43 (6.05%) cases in Eurasian widgeon (Anas penelope). The country also reported 88 cases 

in black-headed gulls (Larus ridibundus), 18 cases in barnacle goose (Branta leucopsis), 

12 cases in bewick swan (Cygnus bewickii), 11 cases in gadwall (Anas strepera), eight cases 

in northern shoveler (Anas clypeata), seven cases in bean goose (Anser fabalis), six cases in 

greylag goose (Anser anser), four cases in common teal (Anas crecca), three cases in 

European herring gulls (Larus argentatus), one case in northern pintail (Anas acuta), one 

case in Egyptian Goose (Alopochen aegyptiaca), one in black swan (Cygnus atratus) and one 

case in a common gull (Larus canus). 

In Poland two cases were reported in Anatidae family. 

Slovenia reported 6 cases in wild birds, three cases in mallards (Anas platyrhynchos) and 

three in mute swans (Cygnus olor). 

Spain reported the presence of LPAI without providing quantitative data. 

The United Kingdom reported the occurrence of two cases in wild birds, one in tundra 

swan (Cygnus columbianus) and one in mute swan (Cygnus olor). 
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Asia and Oceania 

Australia reported the disease as present without providing quantitative data. 

Israel reported the occurrence of six cases, four in European honey buzzard (Pernis 

apivorus) and two in barn owl (Tyto alba). 

Japan reported the occurrence of one case in a tundra swan (Cygnus columbianus). 

In Korea (Rep. of) a total of seven cases were notified in mallards (Anas platyrhynchos). 

Americas 

LPAI in wild birds was reported in four countries in 2011, namely Argentina, Canada, 

Haiti and the United States of America. 

A total of 290 cases of LPAI were reported in 15 different species of wild birds. 

330. Brucella ceti 

Dr Ben Jebara presented for the first time a summary on Brucella infection due to Brucella 

ceti. This pathogen was recently recognised in marine mammals (seals, sea lions, walruses, 

dolphins, porpoises, whales and otters). This Gram-negative, facultative intracellular 

pathogen appeared to be widespread in this group of marine species, probably present since 

a long time. The original name was intended to be B. maris isolated from Cetacea (whales, 

dolphins and porpoises) and seals but this was never used as official nomenclature. In 2007, 

Foster et al. officially named the two strains B. ceti and B. pinnipedialis. Several cetaceans 

were inscribed in the IUCN Red List of threatened species. Furthermore, the presence of 

cetaceans and seals in seas and littoral zones was an important indicator of the health of 

marine ecosystems. 

An abortion due to brucellae in a captive dolphin in California, United States of America, 

was described in 1994 (Ewalth et al.). The same year, there was report of brucellae having 

been isolated in stranded seals and dolphins in Scotland (Ross H.M. et al.). Since then, 

several studies described a potentially zoonotic emerging disease caused by bacteria of the 

genus Brucella in a wide variety of marine mammals, such as seals, porpoise, dolphins and 

minke whale. Marine strains of Brucella isolated from cetaceans and seals (pinnipeds) were 

proposed as two new species, respectively, B. ceti and B. pinnipedialis. B. ceti strains were 

isolated from human cases, stressing the zoonotic potential of these brucellae.  

Costa Rica reported in the Questionnaire on Wildlife Diseases for 2011 the occurrence of 

four cases of B. ceti, three in striped dolphin (Stenella coeruleoalba) and one in a 

pantropical spotted dolphin (Stenella attenuata). 

In September 2011, The Netherlands reported to the OIE that two harbour porpoises 

(Phocoena phocoena) found dead had tested positive for B. ceti. The dead animals had been 

found in June 2010 on the North Sea coast, in Zeeland district. 

The United Kingdom reported that the first isolation of B. ceti from marine mammals in 

the country was performed by the Animal Health and Veterinary Laboratories Agency 

(AHVLA) in 1994 and involved a harbour porpoise (Phocoena phocoena) and a common 

dolphin (Delphinus delphis). In 1995, B. ceti was isolated from a common seal (Phoca 

vitulina). All of these initial isolations were from the sea coasts of Scotland. 
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Since 1994, nearly 200 isolates had been obtained in the United Kingdom, 75% from 

cetacea and 25% from seals. These originated mainly from Scottish waters and the south 

west of England. Many more animals had given serologically positive results. B. ceti had 

also been isolated in an otter (Lutra lutra). 

Non infectious diseases affecting wild animals 

331. Dr Ben Jebara started by explaining that various factors such as deforestation, poaching, 

poisoning and pollution might cause significant losses in wild animals and jeopardise 

biodiversity.  

Wild animals could be directly killed by chemical poisons; scavenger animals such as wild 

dogs, hyenas or birds of prey might also die after consuming poisoned carcasses. In some 

countries, this could cause a reduction in the number of certain categories of wild animals 

and contribute to a loss of biodiversity. 

Wild animals often died from chemical poisoning as a “collateral effect” of the use of 

pesticides in agriculture (e.g. Metaldehyde and Carbofuran). Information supplied in the 

Questionnaire on Wildlife Diseases in 2011 helped to obtain an overview of the situation in 

Members Countries regarding chemical poisoning. 

Dr Ben Jebara pointed out that for the sake of biodiversity and to protect endangered 

species, it was important to collect information on chemical poisoning and any other causes 

of mass deaths. Dr Ben Jebara indicated that for this reason, in addition to the basic 

information in the Questionnaire on Wildlife Diseases, the OIE was now collecting 

information on mass deaths of wild marine animals due to plastic pollution. 

He reported that a total of 191 cases of chemical poisoning in wild animals were reported in 

the Questionnaires for 2011. Twenty-three Members reported the presence or suspected 

presence of chemical poisoning of wild animals (Africa: Algeria, Tanzania, Uganda; 

Americas: Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Denmark, Guatemala, United States of 

America; Europe: Czech Republic, Finland, France, Hungary, Italy, Netherlands, 

Norway, Spain, United Kingdom; Asia and Oceania: Australia, Israel, New 

Caledonia, New Zealand, Vietnam); 14 Members provided quantitative information. 

A total of 113 (59.2%) cases were reported in avian species while 78 (40.8%) cases were 

reported in wild mammals. The percentage of cases in different species was classified 

according to their class and order, in accordance with the Species 2000 and Integrated 

Taxonomic Information System (ITIS) – Catalogue of Life: 2011 Annual Checklist. 

Europe 

European countries reported the occurrence of 134 cases. Most of the cases were in birds, 

with members of the family Accipitridae being the most severely affected.  

Five countries (Czech Republic, Finland, Hungary, Italy and Spain) specified the 

chemical substances responsible for deaths in wild birds, such as organophosphate 

insecticides, carbamate pesticides (carbofuran), lead poisoning, metaldehyde and 

anticoagulant poisons (flocoumafen and brodifacoum). 
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Africa 

Two countries in Africa reported the occurrence of a total of 14 cases of chemical poisoning: 

Tanzania and Uganda. 

In Uganda, carbamate furadan caused the deaths of six lions (Panthera leo) in the same 

subpopulation. 

Asia and Oceania 

Two countries in Asia and Oceania reported the occurrence of a total of 40 cases of chemical 

poisoning: Israel and New Zealand. 

Israel reported carbamate as the chemical substance causing the largest number of deaths 

in wild birds and in carnivores. 

Americas 

Colombia reported the occurrence of eight cases in cougar (Puma concolor). 

Uruguay provided worrying data on green turtles (Chelonia mydas) dying from plastic 

pollution. In 2011, 315 green turtles were found stranded or were captured in Uruguay. 

Of these, 105 died: 44 from plastic obstruction, 49 from unknown causes and 12 from 

septicaemia. Plastic bags in the oceans were killing thousands of sea turtles, classified as 

endangered species according to the International Union of Conservation Network’s Red 

List, as well as hundreds of thousands of marine mammals, fish and seabirds. 

332. The President of the Assembly thanked Dr Ben Jebara for his presentation and opened the 

floor for discussions. 

333. The Delegate of the Korea (Republic of) thanked Dr Ben Jebara for his presentation. The 

Delegate clarified that there had been no FMD outbreaks in his country since April 2011. 

He reported that the Korean Veterinary Services were vaccinating swine and bovines and 

he promised to provide a final report. 

334. The Delegate of Kazakhstan thanked Dr Ben Jebara for the presentation. She appreciated 

OIE efforts to support Kazakhstan in the improvement of its veterinary legislation and the 

modernisation of its Veterinary Services using the PVS tool and gap analysis. She 

acknowledged OIE support for her country to elaborate a network of laboratories. She 

emphasised the considerable support of the OIE, in partnership with FAO and the World 

Bank in the elaboration of a new plan for strengthening Veterinary Services. 

335. The Delegate of Denmark, speaking on behalf of the 27 Member States of the EU, thanked 

Dr Ben Jebara for the useful presentation and made the following comments concerning the 

collection of epidemiological data in wildlife. First, the Delegate pointed out that it was 

compulsory to notify the OIE through WAHIS of outbreaks of OIE-listed diseases in 

domestic and wild animals in accordance with the OIE Codes. He stressed that notification 

of other events was not compulsory. He therefore recommended not using the term WAHIS-

Wild for data collection for reported wildlife diseases as it might cause confusion as to the 

status of collected data. 

336. The Delegate of Guatemala thanked Dr Ben Jebara for the excellent presentation and 

encouraged all the Member Countries to send complete reports to the OIE as required. 
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337. The Delegate of Mongolia appreciated the work being done by the OIE and acknowledged 

the difficulties in data collection. He informed the Assembly that there had been no new 

outbreaks of FMD in Mongolia since December 2010. He requested a review of the way the 

information was presented in the report. 

338. The Delegate of Ethiopia thanked Dr Ben Jebara for the presentation. He noted that FMD 

serotype C had rarely occurred but that in his country serotypes O and SAT 2 were 

predominant. 

339. The Delegate of Morocco congratulated the OIE and Dr Ben Jebara for the presentation. He 

noted that PPR was not covered in the report and requested that the disease be mentioned 

in future reports. 

340. The Delegate of Djibouti congratulated Dr Ben Jebara for the excellent report. He asked 

the OIE to continue supporting Veterinary Services through the training of National Focal 

Points and the improvement of veterinary legislation. 

341. The Delegate of Sudan thanked Dr Ben Jebara and his team for the excellent presentation. 

The Delegate emphasised that the information, provided in the second 6-monthly report for 

2011, referred only to Sudan and did not cover the Republic of South Sudan. He requested 

that this fact be reflected in future reports, particularly in maps.  

342. The Delegate of Chile thanked Dr Ben Jebara and his team for the excellent presentation. 

The Delegate pointed out that there were other diseases of concern that did not appear in 

the report, such as colony collapse disorder (CCD) in bees, white nose syndrome in bats and 

infection with Batrachochytrium dendrobatidis in amphibians, and that these diseases, 

particularly CCD, could have an impact on food security. 

343. Dr Ben Jebara clarified that it was optional to notify information on non-OIE listed 

diseases through the Questionnaire on Wildlife Diseases, but not obligatory. He explained 

that the name of the new interface (WAHIS-Wild) was chosen because it was a new 

component of WAHIS, replacing the previous Excel questionnaire. He indicated that the 

data collected through the interface would be displayed through WAHIS-Wild and would be 

managed completely separately from WAHID in order to avoid any misinterpretation or 

misuse of information that could affect international trade.  

344. In reply to the Delegate of Ethiopia, Dr Ben Jebara clarified that the FMD distribution 

shown in the presentation was based on information that originated not only from 

immediate notification and follow-up reports, but also from 6-monthly reports. He stated 

that FMD serotype C infections had not been reported for several years but were recently 

reported in two countries in Africa. He recommended further investigations on this 

serotype.  

345. In reply to the Delegates of Morocco and Chile, Dr Ben Jebara stated that it was not 

possible to cover all the diseases in his report, due to time constraints. The choice of 

diseases was mainly based on major, exceptional epidemiological events of regional or 

global interest, observed during the past 18 months. He recalled that in past years, the 

worldwide situation of PPR and bee diseases had often been presented.  

346. Dr Ben Jebara provided additional information on the launch of WAHIS version 2. He 

informed Delegates that the system was now functional, but that more time was needed to 

ensure the proper transfer of data from WAHIS version 1 to WAHIS version 2 and to 

complete the quality control of WAHIS maps. Therefore WAHIS version 2 would be 

launched in the coming months, with improved ergonomics but without other significant 

changes in order to avoid losing the expertise gained in the use of WAHIS. 
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Adoption of Draft Resolution No. 1 

Approval of the Annual Report of the Director General on the Activities of the OIE 

in 2011 and the Report on Animal Disease Status Worldwide 

in 2011 and the Beginning of 2012 

347. The President proposed a vote on Draft Resolution No. 1 concerning the adoption by the 

Assembly of the Annual Report of the Director General on the Activities of the OIE in 2011 

and the Report on Animal Disease Status Worldwide in 2011 and the Beginning of 2012. 

The Resolution was adopted unanimously. The text appears as Resolution No. 1 at the end 

of this report. 

Presentation of proposed Resolutions drafted during plenary sessions 

Discussion and Adoption of Draft Resolution No. 18 

Amendments to the OIE Aquatic Animal Health Code 

348. The President submitted for adoption Draft Resolution No. 18 on Amendments to the OIE 

Aquatic Animal Health Code. The Resolution was adopted unanimously. The text appears 

under Resolution No. 18 at the end of this report. 

Discussion and Adoption of Draft Resolution No. 19 

Amendments to the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code 

349. The President submitted for adoption Draft Resolution No. 19 on Amendments to the OIE 

Terrestrial Animal Health Code. The Resolution was adopted unanimously. The text 

appears under Resolution No. 19 at the end of this report. 

Adoption of Draft Resolution No. 27 

The “One Health” Approach to Address Health Risks  

 at the Animal–Human–Ecosystem Interface 

350. The President submitted Draft Resolution No. 27 for adoption. The Resolution was adopted 

unanimously with the amendment proposed by Canada. The text appears under Resolution 

No. 27 at the end of this report. 

Adoption of Draft Resolution No. 32 

Good Governance and Veterinary Education 

351. The President submitted Draft Resolution No. 32 for adoption. The Resolution was adopted 

unanimously. The text appears under Resolution No. 32 at the end of this report. 

SEVENTH PLENARY SESSION 

Presentation of proposed Resolutions drafted during plenary sessions (contd) 

Adoption of Draft Resolution No. 20 

Designation of OIE Reference Centres 

352. The President submitted Draft Resolution No. 20 for adoption. The Resolution was adopted 

unanimously. The text appears under Resolution No. 20 at the end of this report. 



– 111 – 

80 GS/FR – PARIS, May 2012 

Adoption of Draft Resolution No. 25 

Procedures for Member Countries for the official recognition and maintenance  

of status of certain animal diseases and the endorsement of a national official  

control programme for foot and mouth disease 

353. The President submitted Draft Resolution No. 25 for adoption. The Resolution was adopted 

unanimously. The text appears under Resolution No. 25 at the end of this report.  

Adoption of Draft Resolution No. 26 

The cost to be covered by Member Countries applying for the official recognition  

or reinstatement of disease status of certain animal diseases and the endorsement  

of a national official control programme for foot and mouth disease 

354. The President submitted Draft Resolution No. 26 for adoption. The Resolution was adopted 

unanimously. The text appears under Resolution No. 26 at the end of this report. 

Activities and Recommendations of the Regional Commissions 
(Docs 80 SG/11A and B) 

Regional Commission for Africa 

355. Dr Marosi Molomo (Lesotho), Vice-President of the Commission, presented the report of the 

meeting of the Commission held on 21 May 2012 at the Maison de la Chimie, Paris 

(Doc. 80 SG/11B AF). 

356. The Assembly noted the report. 

Regional Commission for the Americas 

357. Dr John Clifford (United States of America), President of the Commission, presented the 

report of the meeting of the Commission held on 21 May 2012 at the Maison de la Chimie, 

Paris (Doc. 80 SG/11B AM). 

358. The Assembly noted the report. 

Regional Commission for Asia, the Far East and Oceania 

359. Dr Toshiro Kawashima (Japan), President of the Commission, presented the report on the 

meeting of the Commission held on 21 May 2012 at the Maison de la Chimie, Paris 

(Doc. 80 SG/11B AS). 

360. The Assembly noted the report. 

Regional Commission for Europe 

361. Dr Ago Pärtel (Estonia), Vice-President of the Commission, presented the report of the 

meeting of the Commission held on 21 May 2012 at the Maison de la Chimie, Paris 

(Doc. 80 SG/11B EU). 

362. The Assembly noted the report. 

363. The Assembly applauded Prof. Dr Nikola T. Belev (Bulgaria) at some length for his services 

to the OIE. 
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Regional Commission for the Middle East 

364. On behalf of the President of the Commission, the OIE Regional Representative for the 

Middle East, Dr Ghazi Yehia, presented the report of the meeting of the Commission held 

on 21 May 2012 at the Maison de la Chimie, Paris (Doc. 80 SG/11B ME). 

365. The Assembly noted the report. 

Dates of the 81st General Session (May 2013) 

366. The Assembly decided that the 81st General Session of the OIE would take place from 

Sunday 26 to Friday 31 May 2013. The Director General stated that the 81st General 

Session would also be held at the Maison de la Chimie up to and including the Thursday. 

Technical Items for the 81st General Session (May 2013) 

367. The Assembly confirmed the following Technical Item already chosen the previous year 

from those proposed by the Sub-Commission for the Agenda and by the Council: 

– “Modern approaches and the use of new technologies for the control and eradication of 

aquatic and terrestrial animal diseases that fully consider animal welfare and minimise 

the impact on food security” 

Members would be sent a preliminary questionnaire on this item. 

368. Further to a previous decision of the Council, the second Technical Item for 2013 (without a 

questionnaire) would be determined by the Council at its meeting in February prior to the 

81st General Session, to enable the latest developments to be taken into account. 

Technical Items for the 82nd General Session (May 2014) 

369. The Assembly confirmed the Technical Item chosen from the topics proposed by the 

Regional Commissions and examined by the Sub-Commission for the Agenda chaired by 

Dr Brian Evans (Canada): 

– Recommended Criteria and Factors for the Categorisation and Prioritisation of 

Terrestrial and Aquatic Animal Diseases for Official Diseases Control Programmes 

370. Further to a previous decision of the Council, the second Technical Item for 2014 (without a 

questionnaire) would be determined by the Council at its meeting in February prior to the 

82nd General Session, to enable the latest developments to be taken into account. 

Distribution of animal health status certificates and certificates relating to 

OIE endorsement of an official national FMD control programme 

371. The OIE Members listed below were awarded a certificate from the OIE certifying that the 

country, or a zone of the country, was now recognised as free from specific diseases for 

which the OIE has a mandate to recognise animal health status: Austria, Belgium, Bolivia, 

Brazil, Colombia, Croatia and Nicaragua.  

372. The OIE Members listed below were awarded an OIE certificate endorsing an official 

national FMD control programme: Algeria, Morocco and Tunisia. 
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FIRST ADMINISTRATIVE SESSION 

Report of the Director General 

on the Management, Activities and Administrative Work of the OIE in 2011 
(Doc. 80 SG/3) 

373. Dr Monique Eloit, Deputy Director General, in charge of administration, management, 

human resources and regional actions, reported on new Delegates to the OIE appointed in 

2011 and the distribution of Member Countries by contribution category. 

374. She went on to present the main points regarding staff management, equipment 

acquisitions and maintenance and renovation work on the OIE Headquarters premises, 

now comprising two buildings. 

375. She emphasised the importance of budgetary and financial management at a time of 

growth in the activity of the Organisation. 

376. The Assembly unanimously adopted Draft Resolution No. 2, approving the Report of the 

Director General. The text appears as Resolution No. 2 at the end of this report. 

OIE Financial Report for the 85th Financial Year 

(1 January – 31 December 2011) 
(Doc. 80 SG/4) 

377. RESERVED ON DELEGATES 

378.  

379.  

380.  

381.  

382.  



– 114 – 

80 GS/FR – PARIS, May 2012 

383.  

384.  

385.  

386.  

387.  
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388.  

389.  

390.  

391.  

392.  

Reports of the Auditors and the External Auditor 

and adoption of the Financial Report for the 85th Financial Year 
(Docs 80 SG/15 and 80 SG/16) 

393. The Assembly noted the report of the Auditors presented by Dr Nasser Eddin 

Al-Hawamdeh (Jordan).  

394. The Assembly noted the reports of the External Auditor. 

395. Draft Resolution No. 3 approving the Financial Report for the 85th Financial Year was 

adopted unanimously. The text appears as Resolution No. 3 at the end of this report. 

Acknowledgements to the Governments of Members and  

Intergovernmental Organisations that made voluntary contributions  

or subsidies to the OIE, or contributed to the  

organisation of OIE meetings 

396. The Director General conveyed his warmest thanks: 

1. To the Governments of Argentina, Australia, Canada, Cyprus, Egypt, France, Germany, 

Italy, Japan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lebanon, Luxembourg, The Netherlands, Oman, Panama, 

Saudi Arabia, Spain, Sudan, Switzerland, Syria, Ukraine, United Kingdom and United 

States of America;  

And to intergovernmental organisations: the European Union and FAO; 

for their voluntary contributions or subsidies supporting the implementation of OIE 

programmes in 2011; 
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2. To the Governments of Argentina, Botswana, Cambodia, China (People’s Rep. of), Czech 

Republic, France, Indonesia, Iran, Italy, Japan, Kenya, Korea (Rep. of), Lebanon, Mali, 

Morocco, Panama, Russia, Rwanda, Senegal, South Africa, Swaziland, Thailand, Tunisia 

and Vietnam for contributing to the organisation of OIE regional conferences, seminars 

and workshops held in 2011. 

397. The Assembly unanimously adopted Draft Resolution No. 4. The text appears as Resolution 

No. 4 at the end of this report.  

398. The Director General also conveyed his warmest thanks to France for its voluntary 

contribution, and to Australia, Canada, the People’s Republic of China, France, Italy, 

Luxembourg, Oman, Turkey and the United Kingdom, and also to the Latin-American 

Poultry Association, for their exceptional contributions in 2009, 2010 and 2011, designed to 

contribute to the acquisition of the building at 14 rue de Prony. He informed the Assembly 

that several other Member Countries has also indicated their intention to contribute. The 

subscription remained open with a view to purchasing the part of the building not yet 

placed on sale and early repayment of the bank loan currently being repaid partially from 

rental income. 

399. Draft Resolution No. 12 was unanimously adopted by the Assembly. The text appears as 

Resolution No. 12 at the end of this report. 

Renewal of the mandate of the External Auditor 
(Doc. 80 SG/17) 

400. The President proposed that the Assembly renew the mandate of Mrs Marie-Pierre Cordier 

as the External Auditor of the OIE for a period of one year. 

401. Draft Resolution No. 8 was unanimously adopted. The text appears as Resolution No. 8 at 

the end of this report. 

2012 Budget 
(Doc. 80 SG/5) 

402. RESERVED ON DELEGATES 

403.  

404.  

405.  
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Proposed 2013 Contributions Scale 

and 2013 Budget Estimates 
(Doc. 80 SG/6) 

406. RESERVED ON DELEGATES. 

407.  

408.  

409.  

410.  

411.  

412.  

Adoption of Draft Resolution No. 9 

on the Planned Working Programme for 2013 

413. The President submitted for adoption Draft Resolution No. 9 on the Planned Working 

Programme for 2013. 

414. The Draft Resolution was adopted unanimously. The text appears as Resolution No. 9 at 

the end of this report. 

World Animal Health and Welfare Fund 

415. RESERVED ON DELEGATES 

416.  

 

417.  
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418.  

419.  

 

 

FRIDAY 25 MAY 2012  

SECOND ADMINISTRATIVE SESSION 

Activities of the Council 

420. The President commented on document 80 SG/18, which summarised the activities of the 

Council between May 2011 and May 2012, and he explained the statutory provisions 

relating to the Council. He emphasised that the work carried out during the year had been 

in large part devoted to the arrangements for implementing the new measures provided in 

the Basic Texts of the OIE, and in particular with regard to OIE policy on safeguarding the 

confidentiality of information and data, OIE policy on dealing with potential conflicts of 

interest and the procedure for examining applications from candidates for designation as 

Reference Centres (Reference Laboratories and Collaborating Centres). 

421. The Council had also examined various aspects of the implementation of the Fifth Strategic 

Plan, including changes to the administrative and accounting management of the OIE. 

422. The new procedures relating to the organisation of statutory elections in accordance with 

the Basic Texts had also been closely examined in view of the elections due to be held 

during the 80th General Session. 

423. The President thanked Canada for its voluntary contribution, which had enabled an 

extraordinary meeting to be held in October 2011. 

424. The Assembly adopted document 80 SG/18. 
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Amendments to the Basic Texts 
(Doc. 80 SG/19) 

425. The President recalled the context that had led to the modernisation of the Basic Texts of 

the OIE and their adoption at the 79th General Session in May 2011. It had nevertheless 

appeared necessary to propose several slight amendments, in particular to Article 33 of the 

General Rules, with regard to the legal instrument of reference for the establishment of 

OIE Representations. He then proposed to open the discussion on each of the proposed 

amendments. 

426. The Delegate of Japan indicated that, although his country fully appreciated the new 

proposal for the wording of Article 33 of the General Rules, Japan could not support this 

proposal. 

427. The President submitted for adoption Draft Resolution No. 10 relating to the Basic Texts. 

428. Draft Resolution No. 10 was adopted with one abstention (Japan). The text appears as 

Resolution No. 10 at the end of this report. 

429. The President announced that the Council would be making new proposals on the 

definition of OIE Members. 

Agreement between the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) 

and the United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs (UNODA) 
(Doc. 80 SG/20) 

430. The Director General presented the Agreement with the United Nations Office for 

Disarmament Affairs (UNODA), approved by the Council. 

431. Draft Resolution No. 28 was unanimously adopted. The text appears as Resolution No. 28 

at the end of this report. 

Agreement between the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) 

and the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) 
(Doc. 80 SG/21) 

432. The Director General presented the Agreement with the International Union for 

Conservation of Nature (IUCN), approved by the Council. 

433. Draft Resolution No. 29 was unanimously adopted. The text appears as Resolution No. 29 

at the end of this report. 

Agreement between the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) 

and Caribbean Community (CARICOM) 
(Doc. 80 SG/22) 

434. The Director General presented the Agreement with the Caribbean Community 

(CARICOM), approved by the Council. 

435. Draft Resolution No. 30 was unanimously adopted. The text appears as Resolution No. 30 

at the end of this report. 
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Agreement between the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) 

and the Commonwealth Veterinary Association (CVA) 
(Doc. 80 SG/23) 

436. The Director General presented the Agreement with the Commonwealth Veterinary 

Association (CVA), approved by the Council. 

437. Draft Resolution No. 31 was unanimously adopted. The text appears as Resolution No. 31 

at the end of this report. 

Adoption of Draft Resolution No. 11 

on Creation of an OIE Representation 

438. Dr Vallat, OIE Director General, reminded the Delegates of the importance of the OIE 

Representations for the implementation of the programme of activities. He indicated that 

the existing network with its 11 Representations needed to be strengthened and he 

informed the Delegates of the support of Russia for the establishment of an office in 

Moscow. The Director General submitted for adoption Draft Resolution No. 11 on the 

Creation of an OIE Representation.  

439. The Draft Resolution was adopted unanimously. The text appears as Resolution No. 11 at 

the end of this report. 

Adoption of Draft Resolution No. 33 

The OIE Role in Maintaining World Freedom from Rinderpest 

440. The Director General submitted for adoption Draft Resolution No. 33 on the OIE Role in 

Maintaining World Freedom from Rinderpest.  

441. The Delegate of Uganda, speaking on behalf of the 52 Member Countries of the Regional 

Commisison for Africa, expressed his wish for the OIE to continue its work on completing 

the chapters relating to rinderpest in time for the next General Session. The Director 

General of the OIE confirmed that the first recommendation of Draft Resolution No. 33 

fully addressed his concern. 

442. The Draft Resolution was adopted unanimously. The text appears as Resolution No. 33 at 

the end of this report. 

Verification of the quorum for elections 

443. In accordance with the Statutes, the President verified the number of participants. Since 

128 Delegates eligible to vote were present, exceeding the necessary quorum, voting was 

able to take place, in the presence of Prof. Yves Gaudemet, Legal Counsel. Dr O’Neil and 

Dr Evans were designated as scrutineers. 

Election of the Members of the Regional Commissions 

444. The President invited the Presidents of each Regional Commission to make proposals 

concerning the composition of the new Bureaux. The Assembly adopted the proposals for 

the following five Commissions: 

Regional Commission for Africa (one abstention: Nigeria) 

President : Dr Marosi Molomo (Lesotho) 

Vice-President : Dr Adam Hassan Yacoub (Chad) 

Vice-President : Dr Theogen Rutagwenda (Rwanda) 

Secretary General : Dr Ahmed Chawky Karim Boughalem (Algeria) 
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Regional Commission for the Americas (unanimously) 

President : Dr John Clifford (United States of America) 

Vice-President : Dr Guilherme Henrique Figueiredo Marques (Brazil) 

Vice-President : Dr Miguel Ángel Azañón Robles (Guatemala) 

Secretary General : Dr Mark Trotman (Barbados)  

Regional Commission for Asia, the Far East and Oceania (unanimously) 

President : Dr Zhang Zhongqiu (China [People’s Rep.]) 

Vice-President : Dr Davinio Catbagan (Philippines) 

Vice-President : Dr Sen Sovann (Cambodia)  

Secretary General : Dr Matthew Stone (New Zealand) 

Regional Commission for Europe (unanimously) 

President : Dr Ago Pärtel (Estonia) 

Vice-President : Dr Ivan Bisiuk (Ukraine) 

Vice-President : Dr Lucio Ignacio Carbajo Goñi (Spain) 

Secretary General : Dr Nihat Pakdil (Turkey) 

Regional Commission for the Middle East (one vote against: Lebanon) 

President : Dr Kassem Al Qahtani (Qatar) 

Vice-President : Dr Ali Abdullah Al Sahmi (Oman) 

Vice-President : Dr Abdulghani Y. Al Fadhl (Saudi Arabia) 

Secretary General : Dr Salah Fadhil Abbas (Iraq) 

Election of the Members of the Specialist Commissions 

445. Scientific Commission for Animal Diseases 

Further to the consultations at the meetings of the Regional Commissions the following 

candidates were proposed: 

President 

Dr Gideon Brückner (South Africa)  

The President declared that Dr Brückner had been unanimously elected as President by a 

show of hands.  

Vice-Presidents (2) 

Dr Kris de Clercq (Belgium) 

Dr Yong Joo Kim (Korea [Rep. of]) 

The President declared that Dr de Clercq and Dr Kim had been unanimously elected as 

Vice-Presidents by a show of hands.  

Members (3) 

Dr Hassan Aidaros (Egypt) 

Dr Sergio Duffy (Argentina) 

Dr Thomas Mettenleiter (Germany) 

Dr Graeme Garner (Australia) 
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The results of the voting by secret ballot were as follows: 

Dr Hassan Aidaros : 98 votes 

Dr Sergio Duffy : 87 votes 

Dr Thomas Mettenleiter : 85 votes 

Dr Graeme Garner : 66 votes 

The President declared that Dr Aidaros, Dr Duffy and Prof. Mettenleiter had been elected 

as Members of the Commission. 

446. Biological Standards Commission 

Further to the consultations at the meetings of the Regional Commissions the following 

candidates were proposed: 

President 

Dr Vincenzo Caporale (Italy) 

Dr Peter Daniels (Australia) 

The results of the voting by secret ballot were as follows: 

Dr Vincenzo Caporale : 74 votes 

Dr Peter Daniels : 52 votes 

The President declared that Dr Caporale had been elected as President.  

Vice-President (2) 

Dr Hualan Chen (China [People’s Rep.])  

Dr Rodolfo Rivero (Uruguay)  

The President declared that Dr Chen and Dr Rivero had been unanimously elected as 

Vice-Presidents by a show of hands.  

Members (3) 

Dr Paul Townsend (United Kingdom)  

Dr Beverly Schmitt (United States of America)  

Dr Peter Daniels (Australia)  

Dr Emmanuel Couacy (Côte d’Ivoire) 

Dr Ahmad Al Majali (Jordan) 

The results of the voting by secret ballot were as follows: 

Dr Paul Townsend : 88 votes 

Dr Beverly Schmitt : 84 votes 

Dr Peter Daniels : 60 votes 

Dr Emmanuel Couacy : 56 votes 

Dr Ahmad Al Majali : 31 votes 

The President declared that Dr Townsend, Dr Schmitt and Dr Daniels had been elected as 

Members of the Commission. 

447. Terrestrial Animal Health Standards Commission 

Further to the consultations at the meetings of the Regional Commissions the following 

candidates were proposed: 

President 

Dr Alejandro Thiermann (United States of America)  

The President declared that Dr Thiermann had been unanimously elected as President by a 

show of hands.  
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Vice-President (2) 

Dr Etienne Bonbon (France)  

Dr Stuart MacDiarmid (New Zealand)  

The President declared that Dr Bonbon and Dr MacDiarmid had been unanimously elected 

as Vice-Presidents by a show of hands.  

Members (3) 

Dr Jorge Caetano (Brazil)  

Dr Salah Hammami (Tunisia)  

Dr Toshiyuki Tsutsui (Japan)  

Dr Mustafa Hassan (Sudan)  

The results of the voting by secret ballot were as follows: 

Dr Jorge Caetano : 112 votes 

Dr Salah Hammami : 90 votes 

Dr Toshiyuki Tsutsui : 80 votes 

Dr Mustafa Hassan : 79 votes 

The President declared that Dr Caetano, Dr Hammami and Dr Tsutsui had been elected as 

Members of the Commission. 

448. Aquatic Animal Health Standards Commission 

Further to the consultations at the meetings of the Regional Commissions the following 

candidates were proposed: 

President 

Dr Franck Berthe (France)  

The President declared that Dr Berthe had been unanimously elected as President by a 

show of hands.  

Vice-President (2) 

Dr Huang Jie (China [People’s Rep. of])  

Dr Victor Manual Vidal (Mexico)  

The President declared that Dr Jie and Dr Vidal had been unanimously elected as 

Vice-Presidents by a show of hands.  

Members (3) 

Dr Alicia Gallardo Lagno (Chile) 

Dr Ingo Ernst (Australia)  

Dr Brit Hjeltnes (Norway)  

Dr Eli Katunguka (Uganda) 

Dr Mohamed Al Abdulla (Qatar) 

The results of the voting by secret ballot were as follows: 

Dr Alicia Gallardo Lagno : 94 votes 

Dr Ingo Ernst : 85 votes 

Dr Brit Hjeltnes : 82 votes 

Dr Eli Katunguka : 43 votes 

Dr Mohamed Al Abdulla : 37 votes 

The President declared that Dr Gallardo Lagno, Dr Ernst and Dr Hjeltnes had been elected 

as Members of the Commission. 
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Election of the President of the Assembly 

449. Noting that all the Delegates present agreed unanimously for the election to take place by a 

show of hands, the President submitted the candidature of Dr Karin Schwabenbauer 

(Germany) to the vote by the Assembly. 

Dr Correa Messuti declared that Dr Schwabenbauer had been unanimously elected 

President of the Assembly of the OIE. 

Election of the Vice-President of the Assembly 

450. Noting that all the Delegates present agreed unanimously for the election to take place by a 

show of hands, the President submitted the candidature of Dr Jouad Berrada (Morocco) to 

the vote by the Assembly. 

Dr Correa Messuti declared that Dr Berrada had been elected Vice-President of the 

Assembly of the OIE. 

Election of the Members of the Council 

451. Following consultations during the meetings of the Regional Commissions, Dr Evgeny 

Neplokonov (Russia), Dr Botlhe Michael Modisane (South Africa), Dr Toshiro Kawashima 

(Japan), Dr Mark Schipp (Australia), Dr Brian Evans (Canada) and Dr Nasser El-Deen 

Al-Hawamdeh (Jordan) were proposed as candidates. 

On the proposal of the President, the Assembly unanimously agreed that the election of 

Members could be done by a show of hands. Dr Correa Messuti declared that 

Dr Neplokonov, Dr Modisane, Dr Kawashima, Dr Schipp, Dr Evans and Dr Al-Hawamdeh 

had been elected as Members of the OIE Council by a show of hands. 

EIGHTH PLENARY SESSION 

Transfer of office to the new President 

452. President Correa Messuti congratulated Dr Schwabenbauer on being elected President of 

the Assembly. He drew the Assembly’s attention to the challenges facing the Organisation 

with regard to the Fifth Strategic Plan. He gave the floor to President Schwabenbauer. 

453. President Schwabenbauer thanked Dr Correa Messuti and congratulated all the elected 

members of the Commissions. She paid tribute to the sustained work of Dr Correa Messuti, 

the members of the Council and the Director General. She conveyed her thanks to 

Dr Correa Messuti for effectiveness with which he had presided over the destiny of the OIE. 

454. On behalf of the Council, Dr Schwabenbauer warmly thanked Dr Correa Messuti for his 

personal commitment and engagement towards the OIE.  

455. The Director General thanked the President and all the other elected officers. He also 

thanked the Delegates for their active participation and their willingness to seek a 

consensus despite cultural and contextual differences. 
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Presentation of the adopted Resolutions and the Draft Final Report 

456. The President reminded the Assembly that the Draft Final Report was now printed in two 

stages (first the Technical Sessions and then the Administrative Sessions), to save time 

during its examination by the Delegates. 

457. The Draft Final Report and the Resolutions already adopted during the General Session 

were distributed.  

458. At the invitation of the President, the Delegates examined the contents of the Draft Final 

Report, and the modifications that some of the Delegates suggested to various paragraphs 

were duly noted. At the end of this review, the President declared that the Draft Final 

Report had been adopted, stating that the Delegates had until 15 June 2012 to submit in 

writing any rectifications to the report (no amendments being permitted to the adopted 

Resolutions). Beyond this date, the report would be considered to have been adopted in its 

final form. 

Closing Session 

459. The President thanked the Delegates, the Rapporteurs and other participants for the 

quality of the debates. She congratulated the Director General, the staff of the 

Headquarters, the translators and the security staff for the outstanding organisation of the 

General Session. She also thanked the interpreters and ended her address by declaring the 

80th General Session closed. She wished the Delegates a safe journey home. 

460. She invited the Delegates to return for the 81st General Session in May 2013. 

_____________ 
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Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates of the OIE 
during its 80th General Session 

20 – 25 May 2012 
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LIST OF RESOLUTIONS 

No. 1 Approval of the Annual Report of the Director General on the Activities of the OIE in 

2011 and the Report on the Animal Disease Status Worldwide in 2011 and the 

Beginning of 2012 

No. 2 Approval of the Report of the Director General on the Management, Activities and 

Administrative Work of the OIE in 2011 

No. 3 Approval of the Financial Report for the 85th Financial Year of the OIE (1st January 

– 31 December 2011) 

No. 4 Acknowledgements to the Governments of Member Countries and Intergovernmental 

Organisations that made Voluntary Contributions or Subsidies to the OIE, or 

contributed in the organisation of OIE Meetings 

No. 5 2012 Budget modification 

No. 6 OIE Budgetary Income and Expenses for the 87th Financial Year of the OIE (1st 

January – 31 December 2013) 

No. 7 Financial Contributions from OIE Members for 2013 

No. 8 Renewal of the appointment of the External Auditor  

No. 9 Work programme for 2013 

No. 10 Basic Texts 

No. 11 Creation of an OIE Representation  

No. 12 Acknowledgements to the Governments of Member Countries that helped the OIE in 

the acquisition of the property situated at 14 rue de Prony  

No. 13 Adoption of the seventh edition of the Manual of Diagnostic Tests for Aquatic 

Animals 

No. 14 Recognition of the Foot and Mouth Disease Status of Member Countries 

No. 15 Endorsement of official control programmes for Foot and Mouth Disease of Member 

Countries 

No. 16 Recognition of the Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy Risk Status of Member 

Countries 

No. 17 Recognition of the Contagious Bovine Pleuropneumonia Disease Status of Member 

Countries 

No. 18 Amendments to the OIE Aquatic Animal Health Code 

No. 19 Amendments to the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code 

No. 20 Designation of OIE Reference Centres 

No. 21 Animal Production Food Safety 

No. 22 Animal Welfare 

No. 23 Adoption of the seventh edition of the Manual of Diagnostic Tests and Vaccines for 

Terrestrial Animals 
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No. 24 Register of Diagnostic Tests Validated and Certified by the OIE 

No. 25 Procedures for Member Countries for the official recognition and maintenance of 

status of certain animal diseases and the endorsement of a national official control 

programme for foot and mouth disease 

No. 26 The cost to be covered by Member Countries applying for the official recognition or 

re-instatement of disease status of certain animal diseases and the endorsement of a 

national official control programme for foot and mouth disease 

No. 27 National and international experiences and roles in previous and future 

developments in the “One Health” approach 

No. 28 Agreement between the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) and the United 

Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs (UNODA)  

No. 29 Agreement between the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) and the 

International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN)  

No. 30 Agreement between the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) and the 

Caribbean Community (CARICOM)  

No. 31 Agreement between the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) and the 

Commonwealth Veterinary Association (CVA) 

No. 32 Good governance and veterinary education 

No. 33 The OIE Role in Maintaining World Freedom from Rinderpest 

_____________ 
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RESOLUTION No. 1 

Approval of the Annual Report of the Director General on the Activities of the OIE in 2011 

and the Report on the Animal Disease Status Worldwide in 2011 and the beginning of 2012 

In accordance with Article 6 of the Organic Rules of the OIE, 

THE ASSEMBLY 

RESOLVES 

to approve the Annual Report of the Director General on the Activities of the OIE in 2011 

(80 SG/1) and the Report on the Animal Disease Status Worldwide in 2011 and the beginning of 

2012 (80 SG/2). 

_______________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 (Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates of the OIE on 24 May 2012) 



– 132 – 

80 GS/FR – PARIS, May 2012 

RESOLUTION No. 2 

Approval of the Report of the Director General on the Management, Activities 

and Administrative Work of the OIE in 2011 

In accordance with Article 6 of the Organic Rules of the OIE, 

THE ASSEMBLY 

RESOLVES 

to approve the Report of the Director General on the Management, Activities and Administrative 

Work of the OIE during the 85th  Financial Year (1 January – 31 December 2011) (80 SG/3). 

_______________ 
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 RESOLUTION No. 3 

Approval of the Financial Report for the 85
th

 Financial Year of the OIE 

(1 January – 31 December 2011)  

In application of Article 15 of the Organic Statutes and Article 6 of the Organic Rules of the OIE, 

THE ASSEMBLY 

RESOLVES 

to approve the Financial Report for the 85th Financial Year of the OIE (1 January – 

31 December 2011) (80 SG/4). 

_________ 
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 RESOLUTION No. 4 

Acknowledgements to the Governments of Member Countries and Intergovernmental 

Organisations that made Voluntary Contributions or Subsidies to the OIE, 

or contributed in the Organisation of OIE Meetings 

Having noted the voluntary contributions or subsidies received by the OIE in 2011 and the 

meetings organised by the OIE in 2011, 

THE ASSEMBLY 

REQUESTS 

The Director General to sincerely thank: 

1. The Governments of Argentina, Australia, Canada, Cyprus, Egypt, France, Germany, Italy, 

Japan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lebanon, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Oman, Panama, Saudi Arabia, 

Spain, Sudan, Switzerland, Syria, Ukraine, United Kingdom and United States of America; 

To intergovernmental organisations: the European Union (European Commission), the FAO; 

for their voluntary contributions or subsidies to support the execution of the programmes of 

the OIE in 2011. 

2. The Governments of Argentina, Botswana, Cambodia, China (People’s Rep of), Czech 

Republic, France, Indonesia, Iran, Italy, Japan, Kenya, Korea (Rep of), Lebanon, Mali, 

Morocco, Panama, Russia, Rwanda, Senegal, South Africa, Swaziland, Thailand, Tunisia,  

and Vietnam for their contribution in the organisation of OIE Regional Conferences, 

seminars and workshops that were held during 2011. 

_______________ 
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RESOLUTION No. 5 

2012 Budget modification 

RESERVED ON DELEGATES 
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RESOLUTION No. 6 

OIE Budgetary Income and Expenses for the 87
th

 Financial Year 

(1
st 

January to 31 December 2013) 

RESERVED ON DELEGATES  
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RESOLUTION No. 7 

Financial Contributions from OIE Members for 2013 

RESERVED ON DELEGATES 
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RESOLUTION No. 8 

Renewal of the Appointment of the External Auditor 

In accordance with Article 12.1. of the Financial Regulations concerning the appointment of the 

External Auditor and the renewal of her mandate, 

THE ASSEMBLY 

RESOLVES 

To renew for a period of one year the mandate of Mrs Marie-Pierre Cordier as OIE External 

Auditor.  

_______________ 
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RESOLUTION No. 9 

Work Programme for 2013 

CONSIDERING 

The Fifth Strategic Plan of the OIE, established for the 2011-2015 period, 

THE ASSEMBLY, ON THE PROPOSAL OF THE COUNCIL 

1. DECIDES 

To approve the 2013 Work Programme prepared by the Director General (Appendix I of 

document 80 SG/6). 

2. RECOMMENDS THAT 

Member Countries provide the necessary support to allow the Work Programme to be carried 

out, in the form of payment of both regular contributions and, when possible, voluntary 

contributions to the general budget and/or to the World Animal Health and Welfare Fund, or 

any other subsidies to support the OIE activities. 

_______________ 
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RESOLUTION No. 10  

Basic Texts 

IN ACCORDANCE with the adoption of the OIE Basic Texts by the Assembly during the General 

Session held the 27th of May 2011, 

CONSIDERING 

1. That some modifications of the General Rules are needed to modify the reference to 

appropriate international diplomatic instruments,  

2. That some additional mentions must be added to the terms of reference and internal rules of 

the Specialist Commissions of the OIE for insuring the consistency of the procedures and of 

the operating rules.  

THE ASSEMBLY, ON A PROPOSAL BY THE COUNCIL 

DECIDES 

1. To modify the article 33 of the General Rules, by replacing the words “the Vienna Convention 

on Diplomatic Relations” by the words “ the United Nations Convention on the Privileges and 

Immunities of the Specialist Agencies”,  

2. To modify the wording of the item 15. of the Terms of reference of the OIE Scientific 

Commission as following: “To work closely with the “Code Commission” and the 

“Laboratories Commission” to harmonize the standards, guidelines and other draft texts 

submitted to the Assembly for adoption”. 

3. To modify the wording of the item 11. of the Terms of reference of the OIE Terrestrial  

Animal Health Standards Commission as following: “To work closely with the “Scientific 

Commission” and the “Laboratories Commission” to harmonize the standards, guidelines and 

other draft texts submitted to the Assembly for adoption.” 

4. To modify the wording of the paragraph related to the qualifications of the members of the 

OIE Terrestrial  Animal Health Standards Commission as following: “The members of the 

Commission shall be veterinarians with a broad knowledge of the major diseases of animals, 

experience and expertise in the control of animal diseases and in the animal health aspects of 

international trade in animals and animal products, and an understanding and practical 

experience of the relevant international trading rules. 

This Resolution shall come into effect on 26 May 2012. 

_______________ 
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RESOLUTION No. 11 

Creation of an OIE Representation 

IN ACCORDANCE with Article 33 of the General Rules of the OIE, 

CONSIDERING 

1. The attention paid by the OIE to regional and sub-regional matters, 

2. The objectives of the Fifth Strategic Plan for the period 2011-2015, in particular the chapter 

relating the support to the member Countries for the capacity building of the National 

Veterinary Services,  

3. The current network of the OIE Representations established, with the support of the Council 

of the OIE, in Argentina (Buenos Aires), in Belgium (Brussels), in Botswana (Gaborone), in 

Bulgaria (Sofia), in Japan (Tokyo), in Kenya (Nairobi), in Lebanon (Beirut), in Mali 

(Bamako), in Panama (Panama City), in Thailand (Bangkok) and in Tunisia (Tunis),   

4. The need of an extension of the Representation’s network to carry out the activities 

programme of the Organisation, in favour of the Member Countries, 

AND CONSIDERING 

The commitment of the Russian Federation to support the proper functioning of the 

Representation,  

THE ASSEMBLY, ON THE PROPOSAL OF THE COUNCIL 

DECIDES 

The creation in Moscow (Russia) of a Representation of the OIE. 

_______________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates of the OIE on 25 May 2012) 



– 143 – 

80 GS/FR – PARIS, May 2012 

RESOLUTION No. 12 

Acknowledgements to the Governments of Member Countries and donors  

that helped the OIE in the acquisition of the property situated at 14 rue de Prony  

CONSIDERING the Resolution No. XI of 30 May 2008 giving the Director General a mandate for 

the acquisition of a property situated at 14 rue de Prony, 

HAVING NOTED the additional voluntary contributions received by the OIE within the 

framework of the subscription launched with Member Countries or other donors to contribute to 

this acquisition, 

THE ASSEMBLY  

REQUESTS 

The Director General to sincerely thank 

- The Governments of Australia, Canada, China (People’s Rep. of), France, Italy, Luxembourg, 

Oman, Turkey and the United Kingdom for their voluntary contributions to support the 

extension of the Headquarters so that it corresponds to the development of the objectives of 

the Organisation,  

- And the Latin American Poultry Association. 

RECOMMENDS THAT 

This subscription remains open until a new order for the other Member Countries or potential 

donors to finalise the acquisition of the property situated at 14 rue de Prony and, if needed, to 

proceed to the total or partial reimbursement of the bank loan granted in 2009 to acquire for the 

first part of the building. 

______________ 
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RESOLUTION No. 13 

Adoption of the seventh edition of the 

Manual of Diagnostic Tests for Aquatic Animals 

CONSIDERING THAT 

1. The Manual of Diagnostic Tests for Aquatic Animals (Aquatic Manual), like the Aquatic 

Animal Health Code, is an important contribution to the international harmonisation of 

sanitary standards related to aquatic animals and aquatic animal products, 

2. Member Countries were asked for the contributions of their specialists for each new or 

revised chapter of the Aquatic Manual before it was finalised by the Aquatic Animal Health 

Standards Commission, 

3. The following revised chapters were sent to Members for comment: 

Part 2. Recommendations applicable to specific 

diseases – General introduction 

2.2.0. General Information 

2.2.1. Crayfish plague (Aphanomyces astaci) 

2.2.2. Infectious hypodermal and 

haematopoietic necrosis 

2.2.3. Infectious myonecrosis 

2.2.4. Necrotising hepatopancreatitis 

2.2.5. Taura syndrome 

2.2.6. White spot disease 

2.2.7. White tail disease 

2.2.8. Yellow head disease 

2.2.9. Spherical baculovirosis (Penaeus monodon-

type baculovirus) 

2.2.10. Tetrahedral baculovirosis (Baculovirus 

penaei) 

2.3.0. General information 

2.3.1. Epizootic haematopoietic necrosis 

2.3.2. Epizootic ulcerative syndrome 

2.3.3. Gyrodactylosis (Gyrodactylus salaris) 

2.3.4. Infectious haematopoietic necrosis 

2.3.5. Infectious salmon anaemia 

2.3.6. Koi herpesvirus disease 

2.3.7. Red sea bream iridoviral disease 

2.3.8. Spring viraemia of carp 

2.3.9. Viral haemorrhagic septicaemia 

2.3.10. Oncorhynchus masou virus disease 

2.3.11. Viral encephalopathy and retinopathy 

2.4.0. General Information 

2.4.1. Infection with abalone herpes-like virus 

2.4.2. Infection with Bonamia exitiosa 

2.4.3. Infection with Bonamia ostreae 

2.4.4. Infection with Marteilia refringens 

2.4.5. Infection with Perkinsus marinus 

2.4.6. Infection with Perkinsus olseni 

2.4.7. Infection with Xenohaliotis californiensis 

2.4.8. Infection with Mikrocytos mackini 

2.4.9. Infection with ostreid herpesvirus-1 
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THE ASSEMBLY 

RESOLVES 

1. To adopt the following revised chapters for seventh edition of the Aquatic Manual: 

Part 2. Recommendations applicable to specific 

diseases – General introduction 

2.2.0. General Information 

2.2.1. Crayfish plague (Aphanomyces astaci) 

2.2.2. Infectious hypodermal and 

haematopoietic necrosis 

2.2.3. Infectious myonecrosis 

2.2.4. Necrotising hepatopancreatitis 

2.2.5. Taura syndrome 

2.2.6. White spot disease 

2.2.7. White tail disease 

2.2.8. Yellow head disease 

2.2.9. Spherical baculovirosis (Penaeus monodon-

type baculovirus) 

2.2.10. Tetrahedral baculovirosis (Baculovirus 

penaei) 

2.3.0. General information 

2.3.1. Epizootic haematopoietic necrosis 

2.3.2. Epizootic ulcerative syndrome 

2.3.3. Gyrodactylosis (Gyrodactylus salaris) 

2.3.4. Infectious haematopoietic necrosis 

2.3.7. Red sea bream iridoviral disease 

2.3.8. Spring viraemia of carp 

2.3.9. Viral haemorrhagic septicaemia 

2.3.10. Oncorhynchus masou virus disease 

2.3.11. Viral encephalopathy and retinopathy 

2.4.0. General Information 

2.4.1. Infection with abalone herpesvirus 

2.4.2. Infection with Bonamia exitiosa 

2.4.3. Infection with Bonamia ostreae 

2.4.4. Infection with Marteilia refringens 

2.4.5. Infection with Perkinsus marinus 

2.4.6. Infection with Perkinsus olseni 

2.4.7. Infection with Xenohaliotis californiensis 

2.4.8. Infection with Mikrocytos mackini 

2.4.9. Infection with ostreid herpesvirus-1 

2. To adopt the version of chapter 2.3.6. Koi herpesvirus disease sent for Member Country 

comment with the following modifications: 

To move the second paragraph in Section 2.2.1. Susceptible host species, to Section 2.2.7. 

Known or suspected wild aquatic animal carriers, and to delete the words “known or” and 

“wild” from the title of this section. 

3. To ask the Director General to publish the seventh edition of the Aquatic Manual.  

______________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates of the OIE on 24 May 2012) 



– 146 – 

80 GS/FR – PARIS, May 2012 

RESOLUTION No. 14 

Recognition of the Foot and Mouth Disease Status of Member Countries 

CONSIDERING THAT 

1. During the 62nd General Session, the OIE World Assembly of Delegates (Assembly) 

established a procedure for annually updating a list of Member Countries and zones 

recognised as free from foot and mouth disease (FMD) according to the provisions of the 

Terrestrial Animal Health Code (Terrestrial Code), 

2. During the 76th General Session, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. XXII, which specified 

and updated the procedure for Member Countries to follow to achieve official recognition and 

maintenance of status for certain animal diseases,  

3. During the 76th General Session, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. XXIII, which specified 

the financial implications for Member Countries applying for evaluation of official recognition 

or re-instatement of disease status to meet part of the costs defrayed by the OIE in the 

evaluation process, 

4. Information published by the OIE is derived from declarations made by the OIE Delegate of 

Member Countries. The OIE is not responsible for publication and maintenance of Member 

Countries or zonal disease free status based on inaccurate information or non-reporting of 

changes in epidemiological status or other significant events subsequent to the time of 

declaration of freedom from FMD. 

THE ASSEMBLY 

RESOLVES THAT 

1. The Director General publish the following list of Member Countries recognised as FMD free 

where vaccination is not practised, according to the provisions of Chapter 8.5. of the 

Terrestrial Code: 

Albania 

Australia 

Austria 

Belarus 

Belgium 

Belize 

Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Brunei 

Canada 

Chile 

Costa Rica 

Croatia 

Cuba 

Cyprus 

Czech Rep. 

Denmark 

Dominican Republic 

El Salvador 

Estonia 

Finland 

Former Yug. Rep. 

of Macedonia  

France 

Germany 

Greece 

Guatemala 

Guyana 

Haiti 

Honduras 

Hungary 

Iceland 

Indonesia 

Ireland 

Italy 

Japan 

Latvia 

Lesotho 

Lithuania 

Luxembourg 

Madagascar 

Malta 

Mauritius 

Mexico 

Montenegro 

Netherlands 

New Caledonia  

New Zealand 

Nicaragua 

Norway 

Panama 

Poland 

Portugal 

Romania 

San Marino 

Serbia1 

Singapore 

Slovakia 

Slovenia 

Spain 

Swaziland 

Sweden 

Switzerland 

Ukraine 

United Kingdom 

United States of 

America 

Vanuatu 

 

                                                      

1  Excluding Kosovo administered by the United Nations. 
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2. The Director General publish the following Member Countries recognised as FMD free where 

vaccination is practised, according to the provisions of Chapter 8.5. of the Terrestrial Code: 

Uruguay. 

3. The Director General publish the following list of Member Countries having FMD free zones2 

where vaccination is not practised, according to the provisions of Chapter 8.5. of the 

Terrestrial Code: 

Argentina: zone designated by the Delegate of Argentina in a document addressed to the 

Director General in January 2007; 

Bolivia: zone in the Macro-region of the Altiplano designated by the Delegate of 

Bolivia in documents addressed to the Director General in November 2011; 

Botswana: one zone designated by the Delegate of Botswana in documents addressed to 

the Director General in November 2010, with the exclusion of the 

containment zone as designated by the Delegate of Botswana in a document 

addressed to the Director General in September 2011; 

Brazil: State of Santa Catarina designated by the Delegate of Brazil in a document 

addressed to the Director General in February 2007; 

Colombia: one zone designated by the Delegate of Colombia in documents addressed to 

the Director General in November 1995 and in April 1996 (Area I - Northwest 

region of Choco Department),  

one zone designated by the Delegate of Colombia in documents addressed to 

the Director General in January 2008 (Archipelago de San Andres and 

Providencia); 

Malaysia: zone covering the provinces of Sabah and Sarawak as designated by the 

Delegate of Malaysia in a document addressed to the Director General in 

December 2003; 

Moldova: zone designated by the Delegate of Moldova in a document addressed to the 

Director General in July 2008; 

Namibia: zone designated by the Delegate of Namibia in a document addressed to the 

Director General in February 1997; 

Peru: one zone consisting of two merged zones as designated by the Delegate of 

Peru in two documents addressed to the Director General in December 2004 

and in January 2007; 

Philippines: one zone on the islands of Mindanao designated by the Delegate of the 

Philippines in a document addressed to the Director General in August 2000,  

one zone consisting of the islands of Visayas and the provinces of Palawan 

and Masbate, as designated by the Delegate of the Philippines in a document 

addressed to the Director General in August 2000 and December 2001,  

three separate zones located on the Island of Luzon as designated by the 

Delegate of the Philippines in a document addressed to the Director General 

in December 2009 and November 2010; 

                                                      

2  For detailed information on the delimitation of zones of Member Countries recognised as FMD free, 

enquiries should be addressed to the Director General of the OIE.  



– 148 – 

80 GS/FR – PARIS, May 2012 

4. The Director General publish the following list of Member Countries having FMD free zones3 

where vaccination is practised, according to the provisions of Chapter 8.5. of the Terrestrial 

Code: 

Argentina: two separate zones designated by the Delegate of Argentina in documents 

addressed to the Director General in March 2007 and in August 2010; 

Bolivia: zone of Chiquitania designated by the Delegate of Bolivia in documents 

addressed to the Director General in January 2003 and in March 2007, 

zone adjacent to the east of Chiquitania designated by the Delegate of Bolivia 

in documents addressed to the Director General in August 2010; 

Brazil: five separate zones designated by the Delegate of Brazil in documents 

addressed to the Director General as follows:  

zone covering the territory of State of Rio Grande do Sul (documentation of 

September 1997),  

zone consisting of State of Rondônia (documentation of December 2002), State 

of Acre along with two adjacent municipalities of State of Amazonas 

(documentation of March 2004) and an extension of this zone into the territory 

of State of Amazonas (documentation of December 2010),  

zone consisting of the middle southern part of State of Pará (documentation of 

February 2007), States of Espírito Santo, Minas Gerais, Rio de Janeiro, 

Sergipe, Distrito Federal, Goiás, Mato Grosso, Paraná, São Paulo, parts of 

State of Bahia, parts of State of Tocantins (documentation of May 2008), and 

the zone in State of Mato Grosso do Sul (documentation of July 2008),  

zone in State of Mato Grosso do Sul (documentation of August 2010),  

zone located in States of Bahia and Tocantins (documentation of December 

2010); 

Colombia: one zone consisting of five merged zones designated by the Delegate of 

Colombia in documents addressed to the Director General in January 2003, in 

December 2004 (two zones), in January 2007 and in January 2009; 

AND 

5. The Delegates of these Member Countries shall immediately notify the Headquarters if FMD 

occurs in their countries or zones within their territories. 

_______________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates of the OIE on 22 May 2012)  

                                                      

3  For detailed information on the delimitation of zones of Member Countries recognised as FMD free, 

enquiries should be addressed to the Director General of the OIE.  
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RESOLUTION No. 15 

Endorsement of official control programmes for Foot and Mouth Disease of Member Countries 

CONSIDERING THAT 

1. During the 79th General Session, the OIE World Assembly of Delegates (Assembly) adopted 

Resolution No. 19 establishing a new step in the procedure for recognizing the foot and 

mouth disease (FMD) status of a Member Country, namely the endorsement by the OIE of a 

national official control programme for FMD being in compliance with the provisions of the 

chapter on FMD in the Terrestrial Animal Health Code (Terrestrial Code), 

2. During the 79th General Session, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. 20, which specified 

the financial implications for Member Countries applying for endorsement of their official 

control programme for FMD to meet part of the costs defrayed by the OIE in the evaluation 

process, 

3. Information published by the OIE is derived from declarations made by the OIE Delegate of 

Member Countries. The OIE is not responsible for publication and maintenance of Member 

Countries with an endorsed official control programme for FMD based on inaccurate 

information or non-reporting of significant changes in the implementation of relevant 

measures in the Member Country subsequent to the time of endorsement of the official 

control programme for FMD. 

THE ASSEMBLY 

RESOLVES THAT 

The Director General publish the following list of Member Countries with endorsed official control 

programme for FMD, according to the provisions of Chapter 8.5. of the Terrestrial Code: 

 Algeria, Morocco and Tunisia. 

_______________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates of the OIE on 22 May 2012) 
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RESOLUTION No. 16 

Recognition of the Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy Risk Status of Member Countries  

CONSIDERING THAT 

1. During the 67th General Session the OIE World Assembly of Delegates (Assembly) 

established a procedure for annually updating a list of Member Countries, categorised by 

their bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE) risk according to the provisions of the 

Terrestrial Animal Health Code (Terrestrial Code),  

2. During the 76th General Session, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. XXII, which specified 

and updated the procedure for Member Countries to follow to achieve official recognition and 

maintenance of status of certain diseases, 

3. During the 76th General Session, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. XXIII, which 

specified the financial implications for Member Countries applying for evaluation of official 

recognition or re-instatement of a BSE risk status to meet part of the costs defrayed by the 

OIE in the evaluation process, 

4. Information published by the OIE is derived from declarations made by the OIE Delegate of 

Member Countries. The OIE is not responsible for publication and maintenance of Member 

Countries disease status based on inaccurate information or non-reporting of changes in 

epidemiological status or other significant events subsequent to the time of declaration of the 

BSE risk status. 

THE ASSEMBLY 

RESOLVES THAT 

1. The Director General publish the following list of Member Countries recognised as having a 

negligible BSE risk in accordance with Chapter 11.5. of the Terrestrial Code: 

Argentina 

Australia 

Austria 

Belgium 

Brazil 

Chile 

Colombia 

Denmark  

Finland 

Iceland 

India 

New Zealand 

Norway 

Panama 

Paraguay 

Peru 

Singapore 

Sweden 

Uruguay 
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2. The Director General publish the following list of Member Countries recognised as having a 

controlled BSE risk in accordance with Chapter 11.5. of the Terrestrial Code: 

Canada 

Chinese Taipei 

Croatia 

Cyprus 

Czech Republic 

Estonia 

France 

Germany  

Greece 

Hungary 

Ireland 

Italy 

Japan 

Korea (Rep. of) 

Latvia 

Lichtenstein 

Lithuania 

Luxembourg 

Malta  

Mexico 

Netherlands 

Nicaragua 

Poland 

Portugal 

Slovak Republic 

Slovenia 

Spain 

Switzerland 

United Kingdom 

United States of America 

 

AND 

3. The Delegates of these Member Countries shall immediately notify the Headquarters if BSE 

occurs in their countries or their territories. 

_______________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates of the OIE on 22 May 2012)  
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RESOLUTION No. 17 

Recognition of the Contagious Bovine Pleuropneumonia Disease Status of Member Countries  

CONSIDERING THAT 

1. During the 71st General Session, the OIE World Assembly of Delegates (Assembly) 

established a procedure for annually updating a list of Member Countries and zones, 

recognised as free from contagious bovine pleuropneumonia (CBPP) according to the 

provisions of the Terrestrial Animal Health Code (Terrestrial Code), 

2. During the 76th General Session, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. XXII, which specified 

and updated the procedure for Member Countries to follow to achieve official recognition and 

maintenance of status for certain diseases,  

3. During the 76th General Session, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. XXIII, which 

specified the financial implications for Member Countries applying for evaluation of official 

recognition or re-instatement of disease status to meet part of the costs defrayed by the OIE 

in the evaluation process, 

4. Information published by the OIE is derived from declarations made by the OIE Delegate of 

Member Countries. The OIE is not responsible for publication and maintenance of Member 

Countries or zonal disease free status based on inaccurate information or non-reporting of 

changes in epidemiological status or other significant events subsequent to the time of 

declaration of freedom from CBPP. 

THE ASSEMBLY 

RESOLVES THAT 

1. The Director General publish the following list of Member Countries recognised as free from 

CBPP according to the provisions of the Chapter 11.8. of the Terrestrial Code: 

Australia 

Botswana 

China (People’s Republic of) 

India 

Portugal 

Switzerland 

United States of America 

 

AND 

2. The Delegates of these Member Countries shall immediately notify the Headquarters if 

CBPP occurs in their countries. 

_______________ 

 

 

 

 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates of the OIE on 22 May 2012) 
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RESOLUTION No. 18 

Amendments to the OIE Aquatic Animal Health Code 

CONSIDERING 

1. The current content of the OIE Aquatic Animal Health Code (the Aquatic Code) is the result 

of modifications made by the World Assembly of Delegates at previous OIE General Sessions;  

2. That the Director General asked the Delegates to nominate national focal points for aquatic 

animals according to established terms of reference;  

3. That the OIE is regularly organising seminars for national focal points to provide 

information and contribute to capacity building of veterinary services; 

4. The necessity to update the Aquatic Code in accordance with the recommendations in the 

March 2012 report of the OIE Aquatic Animal Health Standards Commission (Annexes 3 

to 16 of Document 80 SG/12/CS4 B), after consultation with the Assembly; 

THE ASSEMBLY 

RESOLVES 

1. To adopt the updates to the Aquatic Code proposed in Annexes  4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 14, 15 and 

16 of Document 80 SG/12/CS4 B in English, French and Spanish, each text being authentic. 

2. To adopt the updates to the Aquatic Code proposed in Annexes 3, 5, 11, 12, and 13 of 

Document 80 SG/12/CS4 B in English, French and Spanish, each text being authentic, with 

the following modifications: 

2.1. In Annex 3 (Glossary) 

a) delete the definition for “Aquatic animal health professional” 

2.2. In Annex 5 (Chapter 1.3.) 

a) delete Infection with ostreid herpesvirus (OsHV-1 and OsHV-1 µvar). 

2.3. In Annex 11 (Chapter 7.2.) 

a) in Article 7.2.4 point 2.f) replace the word “avoid” with “minimise”. 
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2.4. In Annex 12 (Chapter 7.3.) 

a) in Articles 7.3.4. points 4 a) and c) and 7.3.5 point 2 f) replace the word “avoid” with 

“minimise”. 

2.5. In Annex 13. (Chapter 7.4.) 

a) amend Article 7.4.6 point 1 a) to read: “decapitation, using a sharp device, such as a 

guillotine or knife, may be used but should be preceded by stunning or, if 

appropriate, anaesthesia;” 

3. To ask the Director General to publish the adopted texts in a revised edition of the Aquatic 

Code with appropriate numbering and formatting.  

______________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates of the OIE on 24 May 2012)  
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RESOLUTION No. 19 

Amendments to the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code 

CONSIDERING THAT  

1. The present content of the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code (the Terrestrial Code) is the 

result of modifications made by the OIE World Assembly during previous General Sessions; 

2. The Terrestrial Code is to be updated in accordance with recommendations in the 

February 2012 report of the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Standards Commission (the 

Terrestrial Code Commission) (Document 80 SG/12/CS1 B), after consultation with the 

Delegates of the Member Countries; 

THE ASSEMBLY 

RESOLVES 

1. To adopt the updates to the Terrestrial Code proposed in Annexes VII, IX, XI, XII, XIII, XV, 

XVII, XX, XXI, XXIII, XXVI, XXVIII and XXIX of Document 80 SG/12/CS1 B in English, 

French and Spanish, each text being authentic.  

2. To adopt the updates to the Terrestrial Code proposed in Annexes of III, IV, V, VI VIII, X, 

XIV, XVI, XVIII, XIX XXII, XXIV, XXV and XXVII of Document 80 SG/12/CS1 B in English, 

French and Spanish, each text being authentic, with the following modifications: 

2.1. In Annex III (Glossary) 

In the French and Spanish versions only, in the definition of ‘infestation’, replace ‘or’ 

after ‘invasion’ with ‘and/or’. 

2.2. In Annex IV (Chapter 1.1.) 

In Article 1.1.6., delete ‘, telegram’ after ‘telephone’. 

2.3. In Annex V (Chapter 1.2.) 

a) Replace ‘diseases and infections’ with ‘diseases, infections and infestations’ in the 

title of the chapter, as well as wherever ‘diseases and infections’ is found and the 

reference to infestation is relevant.  

b) In Article 1.2.1., add ‘or, if not possible, by fax or email’ after ‘WAHIS’ in the last 

sentence. 

2.4. In Annex VI (Chapter 1.4.) 

a) In the Spanish version only, in Article 1.4.4. points 2 and 3 and Article 1.4.5. 

subpoint 1j), replace ‘biólogos’ with ‘profesionales’.  

b) In Article 1.4.6., delete ‘or compartment’ from the title and the first sentence of 

point 1. 
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2.5. In Annex VIII (Chapter 3.2.) 

a) In the English version only, in Article 3.2.6. subpoint 3b) and Article 3.2.14. 

subpoint 5a) ii), replace ‘accredited’ with ‘authorised’.  

b) In Article 3.2.14. subpoint 5 a) ii), replace ‘government’ with ‘veterinary authority’. 

2.6. In Annex X (Chapter 3.4.) 

a) In Article 3.4.1., second  paragraph, replace ‘sanitary measures’ after ‘affect’ with 

‘trade’.  

b) In Article 3.4.2., replace ‘legislative branch of government’ with ‘legislative body of 

a Member’ in the definition of ‘primary legislation’. 

c) In Article 3.4.2., replace ‘branch of government’ with ‘body of a Member’ in the 

definition of ‘secondary legislation’. 

d) In Article 3.4.4. subpoint g), add ‘; the financing should be ensured in accordance 

with the national funding system’ at the end. 

e) In Article 3.4.5., first sentence, add ‘legally mandated, capacitated and’ before 

‘organised’.  

f) In Article 3.4.5. subpoint 1b), replace ‘conducting their duties’ with ‘executing 

their legal mandate’.    

2.7. In Annex XIV (Chapter 6.4.) 

In Article 6.4.2., first sentence, add ‘intensive’ before ‘poultry production’.  

2.8. In Annex XVI (Chapter 6.7.) 

In Article 6.7.3. point 5, replace ‘‘hazard analysis and critical control points (HACCP)” 

with ‘risk-based management’. 

2.9. In Annex XVIII (Chapter 6.11.) 

a) In Article 6.11.1., second paragraph, delete ‘wild’ at the beginning.  

b) In the table after Article 6.11.4., replace ‘Mycobacterium tuberculosis and M. bovis’ 

with ‘Mycobacterium tuberculosis complex’.   

2.10. In Annex XIX (Chapter 7.1.) 

a) In Article 7.1.4. point 1, delete the second sentence.  

b) In Article 7.1.4. point 2, replace ‘species’ with ‘species and breed’. 

2.11. In Annex XXII (Chapter 7.8.) 

In Article 7.8.10., first paragraph, delete the sentence ‘General recommendations are 

made in Chapter 7.3 and Chapter 7.4.’. 
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2.12. In Annex XXIV (Chapter 1.6.) 

a) In Article 1.6.7.  subpoint 1a), delete ‘any’ before ‘zones’.  

b) In Article 1.6.7. point 9, replace ‘status’ in the title with ‘official endorsement of 

the national FMD control programme’. 

2.13. In Annex XXV (Chapters 8.10. and 5.11.) 

a) In the English version only, in Article 8.10.5. point 5, replace ‘quarantined’ with 

‘kept in a quarantine station’.  

b) In the Spanish version only, part II of Chapter 5.11., replace the entire last line 

with ‘Identificación, número, fecha y ubicación en el animal (ver nota 1)’ 

c) In Part IV of Chapter 5.11., add ‘vaccinated the animal described in part II, or I 

have’ before ‘seen evidence that’. 

d) In Part VI of Chapter 5.11., modify the sentence as follows: ‘I, the undersigned, 

declare herewithin that I have examined the animal described in Part II on the 

date indicated below, or that I have seen evidence that the animal was examined 

on that date, and that the animal was found to be free from clinical signs of rabies 

(see note 5).’ 

e) In Part VI of Chapter 5.11., delete the second column with the name and 

signature of the veterinarian. 

2.14. In Annex XXVII (Chapter 10.4.) 

a) In Article 10.4.1. point 1, add ‘notifiable’ after ‘low pathogenicity’.  

b) In the French version only, in Article 10.4.1. point 10, add ‘immediatement’ after 

‘restrictions’  

c) In the Spanish version only, replace ‘manada’ with ‘parvada’ and ‘pájaros’ with 

‘aves silvestres’ in Chapter 10.4. 

3. To request the Director General to publish the adopted texts in a revised edition of the 

Terrestrial Code with appropriate numbering and formatting.  

________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates of the OIE on 24 May 2012) 
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RESOLUTION No. 20 

Designation of OIE Reference Centres 

CONSIDERING THAT 

1. The OIE’s Basic Texts provide the Terms of Reference, designation criteria, and internal 

rules for OIE Reference Centres, which comprise Reference Laboratories and Collaborating 

Centres, 

2. The Terms of Reference of each of the four elected OIE Specialist Commissions include the 

responsibility to examine applications from Member Countries relating to the designation of 

new OIE Reference Centres with activities corresponding to the Commission’s scientific 

terms of reference and report its findings to the Director General, 

3. All OIE Reference Centres applications are assessed by the appropriate OIE Specialist 

Commission using standardised criteria that include: the institution’s ability, capacity and 

readiness to provide services; the scientific and technical standing of the institution 

concerned at the national and international levels; the quality of its scientific and technical 

leadership including internationally recognised expertise; the institution’s prospective 

stability in terms of personnel, activity and funding; and the technical and geographical 

relevance of the institution and its activities to OIE’s programme priorities, 

4. Details of the applicant institutions that have been accepted by a Specialist Commission are 

published in the report of the meeting of the Commission, 

5. All Reference Laboratory applications also need to be endorsed by the OIE Council, and all 

Collaborating Centre applications are also endorsed by the corresponding Regional 

Commission and by the OIE Council, 

6. Article 4 of the Internal Rules for OIE Reference Centres states that “Applications endorsed 

by the Council shall be presented to the Assembly for approval”, 

7. Proposals for a major change in an OIE Reference Centre follow the same procedure. 

THE ASSEMBLY 

RESOLVES 

To designate the following new OIE Reference Centres and add them to the list of OIE Reference 

Centres (available on the OIE web site): 

OIE Reference Laboratory for Contagious bovine pleuropneumonia 

Botswana National Veterinary Laboratory, Gaborone, BOTSWANA 

OIE Reference Laboratory for Porcine reproductive & respiratory syndrome 

Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory, China Animal Disease Control Center, Beijing, CHINA 

(PEOPLE’S REP. OF) 

OIE Reference Laboratory for Newcastle disease 

National Diagnostic Center for Exotic Animal Diseases, China Animal Health and 

Epidemiology Center, Ministry of Agriculture, Qingdao, CHINA (PEOPLE’S REP. OF) 
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OIE Reference Laboratory for Rabies 

Diagnostic Laboratory for Rabies and Wildlife Associated Zoonoses (DLR), Department of 

Virology, Changchun Veterinary Research Institute (CVRI), Chinese Academy of 

Agricultural Sciences (CAAS), Changchun, CHINA (PEOPLE’S REP. OF) 

OIE Collaborating Centre for Zoonoses of Asia-Pacific 

Harbin Veterinary Research Institute, Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences, CHINA 

(PEOPLE’S REP. OF) 

OIE Reference Laboratory for Avian mycoplasmosis 

MYCOLAB (Laboratorio para diagnóstico de micoplasmas), Centro nacional de sanidad 

Agropecuaria, CENSA, Provincia Mayabeque, CUBA 

OIE Reference Laboratory for Epizootic haemorrhagic disease 

Agence nationale de sécurité sanitaire de l’alimentation, de l’environnement et du travail 

(Anses), Laboratoire de santé animale de Maisons-Alfort, National Reference Laboratory for 

BT/EHD and AHS Diseases, Maisons-Alfort, FRANCE 

OIE Reference Laboratory for Paratuberculosis 

Agence nationale de sécurité sanitaire de l’alimentation, de l’environnement et du travail 

(Anses), Laboratoire de Niort, FRANCE 

OIE Reference Laboratory for Enzootic bovine leucosis 

Institute of Virology, Centre for Infectious Diseases, Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, Leipzig 

University, GERMANY 

OIE Reference Laboratory for Myxomatosis 

Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale della Lombardia e dell’Emilia Romagna, Brescia, 

ITALY 

OIE Reference Laboratory for Swine influenza 

Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale della Lombardia e dell’Emilia Romagna, Brescia, 

ITALY 

OIE Reference Laboratory for Swine influenza 

National Reference Laboratory for Animal Influenza, Viral Disease and Epidemiology 

Research Division, National Institute of Animal Health, National Agriculture and Food 

Research Organization, Ibaraki, JAPAN 

OIE Reference Laboratory for Chronic wasting disease 

Prion Disease Research Laboratory, Division of Foreign Animal Disease, Animal, Plant and 

Fisheries Quarantine and Inspection Agency (QIA), KOREA (REP. OF) 

OIE Reference Laboratory for Rabies 

Rabies Research Laboratory, Division of Viral Disease, Animal, Plant and Fisheries 

Quarantine and Inspection Agency (QIA), Ministry of Food, Agriculture, Forestry, and 

Fisheries (MIFAFF), KOREA (REP. OF) 

OIE Reference Laboratory for Equine babesiosis (piroplasmosis) 

Animal Disease Research Unit (ADRU), Agricultural Research Service, United States 

Department of Agriculture, Co-located at the College of Veterinary Medicine Washington 

State University Pullman, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

OIE Reference Laboratory for Foot and mouth disease 

National Veterinary Services Laboratories, USDA-APHIS-VS, Foreign Animal Disease 

Diagnostic Laboratory, Plum Island Animal Disease Center, NY, UNITED STATES OF 

AMERICA 
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OIE Collaborating Centre for Research, Diagnosis and Surveillance of Wildlife Pathogens 

A consortium formed by the US Department of Interior, US Geological Survey, National 

Wildlife Health Center, Madison, Wisconsin, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA and the 

current OIE Collaborating Centre at the Canadian Cooperative Wildlife Health Centre, 

Department of Veterinary Pathology, Western College of Veterinary Medicine, University of 

Saskatchewan, CANADA 

NOTES deletion of the following Reference Centres: 

OIE Reference Laboratory for Brucellosis (Brucella abortus, B. melitensis, B. suis) and Ovine 

epididymitis (Brucella ovis) 

Canadian Food Inspection Agency, Animal Diseases Research Institute, Nepean, Ontario, 

CANADA. 

OIE Reference Laboratory for Equine viral arteritis 

Epizootic Research Center, Equine Research Institute, Japan Racing Association, Tochigi, 

JAPAN 

OIE Reference Laboratory for Paratuberculosis 

Anses, Laboratoire d'Etudes et de Recherches en Pathologie Animale & Zoonoses, Unité 

Zoonoses Bactériennes, Maisons-Alfort Cedex, FRANCE 

OIE Reference Laboratory for Tularemia 

Department of Pathology and Wildlife Diseases, National Veterinary Institute, Uppsala, 

SWEDEN 

_____________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 (Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates of the OIE on 24 May 2012) 
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RESOLUTION No. 21 

Animal Production Food Safety 

CONSIDERING THAT 

1.  The permanent Working Group on Animal Production Food Safety, established by the 

Director General in 2002, held its eleventh meeting in November 2011 and drafted a work 

program for 2012. 

2.  The OIE and the Codex Alimentarius Commission continued to work together to ensure that 

standards relevant to animal production food safety developed by both organisations are 

consistent and take a ‘whole food chain’ approach to food safety. 

3.  The work on animal production food safety benefits from cooperation between the OIE and 

the FAO and WHO, which provide additional expert advice and expertise in regard to food 

safety, zoonotic diseases and related issues. 

4.  That the Director General has asked National Delegates to nominate national focal points for 

animal production food safety according to established terms of reference. 

5.  That the OIE continues to organise seminars for national focal points in all five OIE regions, 

with the objective of providing information and contributing to capacity building of 

veterinary services. 

THE ASSEMBLY 

RECOMMENDS THAT 

1.  The Director General retain the Working Group on Animal Production Food Safety to advise 

him and the relevant Specialist Commissions on issues relevant to animal production food 

safety. 

2.  The participation of high level FAO and WHO experts as members of this Working Group be 

maintained, and appropriate activities undertaken with the objective of further 

strengthening the collaboration between OIE and Codex. 

3.  The 2012 work programme prepared by the Working Group guide the OIE’s activities in the 

field of animal production food safety in the next 12 months, with provision of the resources 

needed to address the identified priorities. 

4.  The Director General continue to organise seminars for the national focal points. 

5. The Director General continue to work with the Codex Committee on General Principles to 

develop methods providing for harmonisation of approaches, notably regarding cross 

references between OIE and CAC standards. 

_____________ 

 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates of the OIE on 23 May 2012) 
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RESOLUTION No. 22 

Animal Welfare 

CONSIDERING THAT 

1. The mandate of the OIE includes the improvement of animal health and welfare worldwide; 

2. Animal welfare is a complex, multi-faceted, international and domestic public policy issue, 

with important scientific, ethical, economic, cultural, political and trade policy dimensions; 

3. The Director General has established a permanent Animal Welfare Working Group, which 

draws up and implements a detailed annual work programme; 

4. Successful Global Conferences on Animal Welfare were held in 2004 and 2008, confirming 

the OIE’s international leadership role in animal welfare, and that a Third Global 

Conference will be held in 2012; 

5. Animal welfare standards were adopted at the 2005, and subsequent, General Assemblies 

and are regularly updated; 

6. An expansion of the mandate of the Aquatic Animal Health Standards Commission to cover, 

inter alia, aquatic animal welfare, has been adopted by OIE Members, with two standards 

adopted to date; 

7.  General Principles for livestock production systems have been proposed for adoption by OIE 

members 

8. A new standard on animal welfare and beef cattle production systems has been proposed for 

adoption by OIE Members; 

9. More work is underway on the development of animal welfare standards concerning animal 

welfare in livestock production systems, with animal welfare and broiler chicken production 

systems already under development and dairy cattle to be developed 

10. Animal welfare is included in the OIE Tool for the Evaluation of Performance of Veterinary 

Services and in the OIE Veterinary Legislation initiative; 

11. The Director General has asked Delegates to nominate national focal points for animal 

welfare according to proposed terms of reference and the OIE regularly organises seminars 

for national focal points to provide information and contribute to capacity building of 

veterinary services; 

12. Regional animal welfare strategies, and associated implementation plans, can make an 

important contribution to the OIE mandate of improving animal health and welfare 

worldwide. 
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THE ASSEMBLY 

RECOMMENDS THAT  

1. The Director General maintain the Animal Welfare Working Group to advise him, and the 

Terrestrial and Aquatic Animal Health Standards Commissions, concerning OIE priorities 

and proposed activities in the field of animal welfare. 

2. The Working Group and OIE Headquarters 2012 work programmes be the basis for the 

OIE’s activities on animal welfare for the next 12 months and that the necessary resources 

be provided to address the agreed priorities. 

3. Delegates take steps to ensure that their national animal welfare focal points be nominated, 

if this has not already been done, and that focal points participate in regional training 

programmes organised by the OIE. 

4. Within the framework of an agreed strategy and implementation plan, OIE Members play an 

active role in their regions with institutions, non-governmental organisations, the private 

sector and other international organisations in promoting the OIE international animal 

welfare mandate. 

5. Veterinary Services of each Member continue to take steps to implement the OIE animal 

welfare standards, including, as appropriate, the possible need to strengthen the regulatory 

framework for animal welfare. 

6. The OIE Headquarters and the Animal Welfare Working Group continue to give priority to 

effective and transparent consultation in implementing the OIE animal welfare work 

programme. 

7. OIE Animal Welfare Collaborating Centres be encouraged to identify “twinning” 

opportunities in accordance with OIE policy and that further applications to be recognised as 

OIE Animal Welfare Collaborating Centres be assessed according to the new criteria agreed 

by the OIE Council. 

8. The Director General continue to take steps to promote the inclusion of animal welfare in 

veterinary teaching curricula and in continuing education programmes. 

9. The Director General continue dialogue with the Global Food Safety Initiative, 

GLOBALG.A.P. and the International Standardization Organization (ISO) to ensure 

awareness of OIE science-based animal welfare standards. 

______________ 

 

 

 

 

 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates of the OIE on 23 May 2012) 
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RESOLUTION No. 23 

Adoption of the seventh edition of the 

Manual of Diagnostic Tests and Vaccines for Terrestrial Animals 

CONSIDERING THAT 

1. The Manual of Diagnostic Tests and Vaccines for Terrestrial Animals (Terrestrial Manual), 

like the Terrestrial Animal Health Code, is an important contribution to the international 

harmonisation of sanitary standards related to terrestrial animals and animal products, 

2. Member Countries were asked for the contributions of their specialists for each new or 

revised chapter of the Terrestrial Manual before it was finalised by the Biological Standards 

Commission, 

3. The following revised chapters have been sent to Members for comment: 

1.1.3. Quality management in veterinary 

testing laboratories 

1.1.6. Laboratory methodologies for bacterial 

antimicrobial susceptibility testing 

1.1.7. Biotechnology in the diagnosis of 

infectious diseases 

2.1.1. Anthrax 

2.1.2. Aujeszky’s disease 

2.1.5. Foot and mouth disease 

2.1.16. Trichinellosis 

2.1.17. Trypanosoma evansi infection (surra) 

2.3.1. Avian chlamydiosis 

2.3.4. Avian influenza 

2.3.7. Duck virus enteritis 

2.3.11. Fowl typhoid and Pullorum disease 

2.3.14. Newcastle disease 

2.4.1. Bovine anaplasmosis 

2.4.11. Enzootic bovine leukosis 

2.4.12. Haemorrhagic septicaemia 

2.4.17. Trichomonosis 

2.5.1. African horse sickness 

2.5.2. Contagious equine metritis 

2.5.7. Equine influenza 

2.7.7. Enzootic abortion of ewes (ovine 

chlamydiosis) 

2.7.11. Peste des petits ruminants (diagnostic 

section) 

2.8.1. African swine fever 

2.8.2. Atrophic rhinitis of swine 

2.1.15. Rinderpest 

 

THE ASSEMBLY 

RESOLVES 

1. To adopt the seventh edition of the Terrestrial Manual. 

2. To ask the Director General to publish the seventh edition of the Terrestrial Manual.  

______________ 

 

 

 

 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates of the OIE on 23 May 2012) 
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RESOLUTION No. 24 

Register of Diagnostic Tests Validated and Certified by the OIE 

CONSIDERING THAT 

1. During the 71st General Session of the OIE in May 2003, the International Committee 

adopted Resolution No. XXIX endorsing the principle of validation and certification of 

diagnostic assays (test methods) for infectious animal diseases by the OIE and giving a 

mandate to the Director General of the OIE to set up the specific standard procedures to be 

used before the final decision on the validation and certification of a diagnostic assay is taken 

by the OIE International Committee, 

2. The Resolution has established that ‘fitness for purpose’ should be used as a criterion for 

validation, 

3. The aim of the procedure for diagnostic kits is to produce a register of recognised assays for 

OIE Member Countries and for diagnostic kit manufacturers, 

4. OIE Member Countries need assays that are known to be validated according to OIE criteria 

in order to improve the quality of assays, to ensure that the test can be used to correctly 

establish animal disease status and to enhance confidence in assays, 

5. The OIE register of recognised assays provides greater transparency and clarity of the 

validation process, and a means for recognising those manufacturers that produce validated 

and certified tests in kit format, and 

6. During the 74th General Session of the OIE, the International Committee adopted 

Resolution No. XXXII on the importance of recognising and implementing OIE standards for 

the validation and registration of diagnostic assays by Member Countries, 

THE ASSEMBLY 

DECIDES THAT 

In accordance with the recommendation of the OIE Biological Standards Commission, the 

Director General add the following to the register of diagnostic kits certified by the OIE as 

validated as fit for purpose: 

Name of the 

diagnostic kit 

Name of the 

Manufacturer 
Fitness for purpose 

IDEXX M. bovis 

Antibody Test Kit 

IDEXX Laboratories Fit for the detection of antibody to 

Mycobacterium bovis (M. bovis) in cattle serum 

and plasma samples and to be used as a 

supplemental test, in conjunction with other 

methods, for diagnosing and managing 

tuberculosis infection.  

The test also has utility when performing sero-

surveys to understand prevalence and risk at a 

herd management level. 

______________ 

 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates of the OIE on 23 May 2012) 
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RESOLUTION No. 25 

Procedures for Member Countries for the official recognition 

and maintenance of status of certain animal diseases and the endorsement 

of a national official control programme for foot and mouth disease 

CONSIDERING THAT  

1. The OIE World Assembly of Delegates (Assembly) during the 67th General Session adopted 

Resolution No. XVI describing the general procedure to be followed by the OIE Member 

Countries wishing to achieve an officially recognised status for foot and mouth disease 

(FMD), rinderpest, contagious bovine pleuropneumonia (CBPP) and bovine spongiform 

encephalopathy (BSE), according to the provisions of the relevant chapters of the Terrestrial 

Animal Health Code (Terrestrial Code), 

2. During the 80th General Session, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. 19 adding African 

horse sickness (AHS) to the list of diseases for which status is officially recognised by the 

OIE in accordance to the relevant provisions of the Terrestrial Code, 

3. This procedure invites Delegates of the applicant OIE Member Countries to submit to the 

OIE Headquarters documentation for evaluation by the Scientific Commission for Animal 

Diseases (Scientific Commission) and its designated experts,  

4. Resolution No. XII (FMD) of the 65th General Session, Resolutions No. XVI (rinderpest) and 

No. XV (BSE) of the 69th General Session and Resolution No. XXIII (CBPP) of the 72nd 

General Session, required that Member Countries with an official free status or, negligible or 

controlled BSE risk status, either for the whole country or for zone(s), should confirm by 

official letter, in accordance with the relevant requirements of the Terrestrial Code, during 

the month of November of each year, that their official disease free status or BSE risk status 

and the criteria by which that status was recognised have remained unchanged,  

5. Regarding rinderpest, the Assembly, during the 79th General Session, adopted Resolution 

No. 18 declaring global freedom of the disease and Resolution No. 26 deciding to suspend the 

duties of Member Countries to annually confirm the disease free status, 

6. During the 70th General Session, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. XVIII asking 

Member Countries applying for evaluation for officially recognised status of certain diseases 

to meet part of the costs defrayed by the OIE Headquarters in the evaluation process,  

7. During the 65th and 72nd General Sessions, the Assembly adopted Resolutions No. XVII and 

XXIV, respectively, delegating to the Scientific Commission the authority to recognise, 

without further Assembly consultation, that a Member Country or zone has regained its 

previously recognised disease free status following outbreaks that have been eradicated in 

accordance with the relevant provisions of the Terrestrial Code,  

8. During the 75th General Session, the Assembly approved the addition of Article 2.2.10.7 to 

the Terrestrial Code allowing a Member Country to establish an FMD containment zone for 

the purpose of minimising the impact of an outbreak of FMD on an entire free country or 

zone,  

9. During the 76th General Session, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. XXII, which specified 

and updated the procedures that Member Countries should follow to achieve official 

recognition and maintenance of status of certain animal diseases, 
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10. During the 79th General Session, the Assembly adopted Resolutions Nos. 19 and 26 

establishing a new, non-mandatory step in the procedure for recognising FMD status of a 

Member Country, namely the endorsement by the OIE of an official control programme for 

FMD being in compliance with the provisions of the Chapter on FMD in the Terrestrial Code, 

and inviting Delegates wishing to have their official control programme for FMD evaluated 

to submit a formal application to the Director General of the OIE for consideration by the 

Scientific Commission and the Assembly, 

11. During the 79th General Session, the Assembly noted that an explanatory document 

outlining the standard operating procedures for official disease status evaluations had been 

compiled by the OIE Headquarters for the benefit of Member Countries and the document 

was published and kept up-to-date on the OIE website, 

12. Information published by the OIE is derived from declarations made by the OIE Delegate of 

Member Countries. The OIE is not responsible for publication or maintenance of Member 

Countries’ disease status based on inaccurate information or non-reporting of changes in 

epidemiological status or other significant events subsequent to the time of initial 

declaration.  

THE ASSEMBLY  

DECIDES  

1. That the OIE Member Countries wishing to be officially recognised and listed for a specific 

disease status or for the endorsement of its official control programme for FMD have to 

provide documented evidence that they comply with the disease specific provisions of the 

Terrestrial Code for the recognition for disease status or official control programme for FMD 

as well as the specific guidelines contained in disease specific questionnaires endorsed by the 

Scientific Commission and the general provisions for Veterinary Services as outlined in 

Chapters 1.1., 3.1. and 3.2. of the Terrestrial Code. 

2. That the Scientific Commission, following the evaluation of documented evidence provided by 

a Member Country for the recognition or reinstatement of a specific disease status or 

endorsement of its official control programme for FMD, may request, in consultation with the 

Director General of the OIE, a mission of experts to the applicant Member Country to verify 

compliance by that Member Country with the provisions of the Terrestrial Code for the 

control of that particular disease.  

3. That in the event of the application for an official status to be assigned to a new zone 

adjacent to another zone having already the same official status, the Delegate should 

indicate, in writing to the Director General, whether the new zone is being merged with the 

adjoining zone to become one enlarged zone, and, if the two zones remain separate, provide 

details on the control measures to be applied for the maintenance of the status of the 

separate zones and particularly on the identification and movement of animals between the 

two zones of the same status in accordance with Chapter 4.3. of the Terrestrial Code.  

4. That the recognition by the Assembly of the disease status of a Member Country or the 

endorsement of its official control programme for FMD following the recommendation made 

by the Scientific Commission is contingent upon a 60 day consultative period by all Member 

Countries’ Delegates for all new disease status recognitions, changes in the category of 

disease free status or disease risk status as specified in the Terrestrial Code, changes in the 

boundaries of an existing free zone, and endorsement of official control programme for FMD.  
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5. To delegate to the Scientific Commission the authority to recognise, without further 

Assembly consultation, that a Member Country or a zone within its territory has regained its 

previously recognised disease status following outbreaks or infections as appropriate, in 

accordance with the relevant provisions of the Terrestrial Code.  

6. To delegate to the Scientific Commission the authority to recognise, without further 

Assembly consultation, the reinstatement of the free status of a zone outside a FMD 

containment zone on evaluation of documented evidence provided by that Member Country 

that a FMD containment zone has been established in accordance with the provisions of the 

Terrestrial Code.  

7. To delegate to the Scientific Commission the authority, without further Assembly 

consultation, to confirm or reject the maintenance of the allocated BSE risk status of a 

Member Country or a same zone following a report of a change in the epidemiological 

situation by the Delegate of the Member Country.  

8. That a Member Country can maintain its recognised disease status or the OIE endorsement 

of its official control programme for FMD, provided that the Delegate submits, during the 

month of November of each year, a letter to the Director General of the OIE providing the 

relevant information as prescribed in the Terrestrial Code and that the Scientific 

Commission is satisfied that the requirements of the Terrestrial Code continue to be met.  

9. That when a Member Country having an officially recognised disease status or an endorsed 

official control programme for FMD has failed to comply with the conditions for maintenance 

of this status or endorsement as prescribed in the Terrestrial Code, it is deleted from the list 

of officially recognized Member Countries or zones presented yearly to the Assembly for 

adoption.  

10. That a Member Country having been deleted from the list mentioned in the previous 

paragraph should apply again for recognition of the lost disease status or endorsement of the 

official control programme for FMD by re-submitting documented evidence to the Director 

General for evaluation by the Scientific Commission.  

11. That the Delegates of Member Countries should document and clarify aspects of Veterinary 

Services and the specific animal health situation in non-contiguous territories covered by the 

same Veterinary Authority when submitting new applications for official recognition of 

disease status.  

12. That financial participation of Member Countries to the cost of official recognition and 

endorsement procedures is determined by a specific Resolution. 

13. This Resolution No. 25 replaces Resolution XXII of the 76th General Session. 

_______________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates of the OIE on 24 May 2012)  
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RESOLUTION No. 26 

The cost to be covered by Member Countries applying for the official recognition 

or re-instatement of disease status of certain animal diseases and the endorsement  

of a national official control programme for foot and mouth disease 

CONSIDERING THAT  

1. During the 70th General Session, the OIE World Assembly of Delegates (Assembly) adopted 

Resolution No. XVIII which informs all Delegates wishing to have their countries evaluated 

for official bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE), foot and mouth disease (FMD), 

rinderpest and contagious bovine pleuropneumonia (CBPP) status of the procedures to be 

followed, 

2. During the 79th General Session, the Assembly adopted Resolutions Nos. 19 and 26 

establishing a new, non-mandatory step in the procedure for endorsement by the OIE of a 

national official control programme for FMD in compliance with the provisions of the 

Chapter on FMD in the Terrestrial Animal Health Code (Terrestrial Code),  

3. During the 80th General Session, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. 19 adding African 

horse sickness (AHS) to the list of diseases for which status is officially recognised by the 

OIE in accordance to the relevant provisions of the Terrestrial Code, 

4. Resolution No. XVIII of the 70th General Session and Resolution No. 20 of the 79th General 

Session stated that Member Countries applying for evaluation will submit with their 

application the amount of nine thousand Euros for BSE, of seven thousand Euros each for 

FMD and CBPP, and of two thousand Euros for national official control programme for FMD; 

that least developed countries need to submit only half the amounts mentioned; that this 

payment will cover the complete cost of one application for evaluation, except the extra cost 

of possible country missions; that the money submitted will not be refunded, even in the case 

of an application not being approved; that the participation of the costs for rinderpest 

evaluation will be obtained from other sources than direct payment by Member Countries, 

5. Resolution No. XVIII of the 70th General Session and Resolution No. 20 of the 79th General 

Session highlighted further that the full amount for evaluation of BSE, FMD, CBPP status 

and endorsement of a national official control programme for FMD will be required only 

when a Member Country applies for recognition for the first time; that for subsequent 

applications only half of the initial sum will be charged. 

THE ASSEMBLY 

DECIDES  

1. For new applications, the full amount for each evaluation of BSE, FMD, CBPP, AHS status 

or for the endorsement of official control programme for FMD will be required only when a 

Member Country not having already an officially recognised disease status for the particular 

disease or diseases under consideration, or an endorsed official control programme for FMD, 

applies for recognition of status for that disease or for endorsement of official control 

programme for FMD for the first time, for either the entire country or for one or several 

zones within the country.  
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2. The full amount is nine thousand Euros for BSE and AHS, seven thousand Euros for FMD 

and CBPP, irrespective of whether the application for evaluation is for a Member Country’s 

whole national territory or only for one or several zones within the Member Country’s 

territory. The full amount for endorsement of an official control programme for FMD is two 

thousand Euros. The cost of possible country missions is not included in these amounts. 

3. For subsequent additional applications possibly submitted for the same disease (e.g. 

recognition of an additional zone or change in category of a Member Country’s disease status, 

merging of zones or recovery of status along with enlargement of the zone under 

consideration) or for endorsement of an official control programme for FMD (in the event of 

the OIE having withdrawn its endorsement due to non-compliance with commitments 

relating to the initial recognition of the programme), only half of the initial amount will be 

charged for each disease or programme.  

4. Member Countries seeking evaluation for reinstatement of a formerly recognised disease 

status, or seeking for confirmation of maintenance of the recognised disease status, will not 

be charged except in the event of an OIE mission to the Member Country or territory, 

provided that the application is for the reinstatement of the same disease status within the 

same country or the same zone(s) as described by the Delegate for the initial recognition of 

disease status. 

5. In the event of the resubmission of an application for endorsement of official control 

programme for FMD by a Member Country whose previous application was rejected, only a 

quarter of the initial amount will be charged. 

6. For all applications of least developed countries, only half the amounts mentioned above are 

payable. The eligibility of Member Countries for these reduced amounts is based on the 

current official United Nations list of least developed countries at the time of the OIE’s call 

for capitals. 

7. The amount transferred with any application will not be refunded, even in the case of 

applications that are withdrawn, are not compliant on a technical basis or are not approved 

by either the Scientific Commission for Animal Disease or the Assembly. 

8. This Resolution No. 26 replaces Resolution No. XXIII adopted at the 76th General Session 

and Resolution No. 20 adopted at the 79th General Session. 

_______________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates of the OIE on 24 May 2012) 
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RESOLUTION No. 27 

The “One Health” Approach to Address Health Risks 

 at the AnimalHumanEcosystem Interface 

CONSIDERING THAT 

1. The concept of “One Health” is necessarily broad and flexible, as it is intended to encompass 

the many facets of the relationships between humans, animals, and the ecosystems in which 

they co-exist. Within “One Health” the control of diseases at the animal-human-ecosystem 

interface is important; 

2. The health of humans and animals is interlinked, and that both populations affect and are 

affected by the environment in which they co-exist; 

3. A majority of existing and emerging human infectious diseases are caused by pathogens that 

also affect animals;  

4. Good governance underpins the prevention, surveillance, timely detection, transparent 

notification and rapid response to animal diseases, and also to animal-related threats 

including zoonotic diseases, antimicrobial resistance and those that may have an impact on 

human health through food security and food safety; 

5. Control of zoonotic diseases, including those caused by foodborne pathogens, at their source 

has the greatest benefit for human and animal populations and that Veterinary Services are 

in the frontline to achieve this objective; 

6. The concept or practice of “One Health” reflects the intersectoral collaborative approach to 

protecting animal, human and environmental health and includes the collaboration among 

stakeholders, institutions and systems at all levels that support positive health outcomes;  

7. Animal production contributes in important ways to food security and human health through 

nutrition and poverty reduction; and furthermore that emerging, re-emerging, and endemic 

diseases of animals can have additional implications for human health through food security 

and safety concerns;  

8. OIE Member Countries recognise that the achievement of major public health outcomes 

through the protection and promotion of animal health is a fundamental part of competent 

Veterinary Services; 

9. Zoonotic diseases, especially rabies, and other issues, such as antimicrobial resistance, are 

recognised as a high priority by OIE Member Countries for which “One Health” approaches 

should be taken; 

10. Member Countries reported that guidance on intersectoral collaboration and capacity 

building on implementing intersectoral approaches is needed; 

11. OIE Member Countries endorsed the OIE Fifth Strategic Plan (2011–2015), in which the 

application of the “One Health” concept for the reduction of risks of high impact diseases at 

the animalhumanecosystem interface was a new major element, and mandated the OIE to 

implement this plan; 
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THE ASSEMBLY 

RECOMMENDS THAT 

1. The Director General and the OIE Delegates advocate to governments and regional and 

international organisations for the fundamental role of Veterinary Services in the protection 

of animal, human and ecosystem health and the application of “One Health” approaches. 

2. The OIE continue its initiative of evaluating Veterinary Services through the application of 

the PVS tool, the PVS gap analysis and PVS followup evaluations to further strengthen the 

ability of OIE Member Countries to practise good veterinary governance. 

3. The OIE promote activities to build trust among the concerned professions, institutions and 

individuals and encourage a deeper understanding of the cultural and ethical challenges to 

collaboration. 

4. The OIE standards and guidance provide support for Member Countries to implement “One 

Health” approaches, and that the OIE work through its Specialist Commissions, Working 

Groups, and ad hoc Groups to review existing standards and develop evidence-based 

guidance on issues related to health risks at the animalhumanecosystem interface. 

5. The Director General encourage relevant OIE Reference Centres to further develop the “One 

Health” concept and approaches to animal disease detection, prevention and control, 

including economic studies, and further develop and provide capacity building programmes 

on implementing “One Health” approaches. 

6. The OIE maintain and expand training and capacity building in the area of “One Health”, 

including components within the PVS Pathway, to strengthen the skills of and provide 

information to OIE Delegates, national focal points, and Veterinary Services in general. 

7. The Director General continue to work closely with the World Health Organization to 

negotiate and ensure harmonisation of the OIE international guidance and standards for 

good governance of Veterinary Services with guidance from WHO for good governance of 

human health services, and with other international organisations providing guidance 

relevant to good governance of ecosystems. 

8. Veterinary and medical institutions and faculties worldwide be encouraged to incorporate 

relevant “One Health” approaches within their undergraduate and postgraduate curricula, 

including within continuing professional education programmes. 

9. The FAO/OIE/WHO Tripartite Concept Note be used as a basis for the cooperation of the OIE 

with WHO and FAO, and this also serve as a framework for the work of the OIE with other 

key partners such as the World Bank and European Union, civil society, the private sector 

and the many other supporters of the “One Health” approach. 

10. The OIE and Member Countries consider rabies as a model for the application of the 

principles of the “One Health” approach and identify the control of dog rabies as a “One 

Health” priority in the context of implementation of the OIE Fifth Strategic Plan (2011–

2015). 

_______________ 

 

 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates of the OIE on 24 May 2012) 
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RESOLUTION No. 28 

Agreement between the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)  

and the United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs (UNODA)  

CONSIDERING 

That it is desirable, in the general interest of all concerned, that cooperation be established 

between the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) and the United Nations Office for 

Disarmament Affairs (UNODA), 

The Agreement between the OIE and the UNODA approved following the deliberations of the 

Council on 18 May 2012 (80 SG/ 20),  

THE ASSEMBLY 

DECIDES 

To approve the terms of this Agreement and its signature by the Director General on behalf the 

OIE.  

______________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates of the OIE on 25 May 2012) 



– 174 – 

80 GS/FR – PARIS, May 2012 

RESOLUTION No. 29  

Agreement between the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) 

and the International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN)  

CONSIDERING 

That it is desirable, in the general interest of all concerned, that cooperation be established 

between the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) and the International Union for 

Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN),  

The Agreement between the OIE and the IUCN approved following the deliberations of the 

Council on 18 May 2012 (80 SG/21), 

THE ASSEMBLY  

DECIDES 

To approve the terms of this Agreement and its signature by the Director General on behalf the 

OIE. 

______________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates of the OIE on 25 May 2012) 
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RESOLUTION No. 30  

Agreement between the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) 

and the Caribbean Community (CARICOM)  

CONSIDERING 

That it is desirable, in the general interest of all concerned, that cooperation be established 

between the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) and the Caribbean Community 

(CARICOM),  

The Agreement between the OIE and the CARICOM approved following the deliberations of the 

Council on 18 May 2012 (80 SG/22),  

THE ASSEMBLY  

DECIDES 

To approve the terms of this Agreement and its signature by the Director General on behalf the 

OIE. 

______________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates of the OIE on 25 May 2012) 
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RESOLUTION No. 31 

Agreement between the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) 

and the Commonwealth Veterinary Association (CVA) 

CONSIDERING 

That it is desirable, in the general interest of all concerned, that cooperation be established 

between the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) and the Commonwealth Veterinary 

Association (CVA), 

The Agreement between the OIE and the CVA approved following the deliberations of the Council 

on 18 May 2012 (80 SG/ 23),  

THE ASSEMBLY 

DECIDES 

To approve the terms of this Agreement and its signature by the Director General on behalf the 

OIE.  

______________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of the Delegates of the OIE on 25 May 2012) 
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RESOLUTION No. 32 

Good governance and veterinary education 

CONSIDERING 

1. That the activities of Veterinary Services are recognised as ‘global public goods’;  

2. That quality veterinary education and effective regulatory Veterinary Statutory Bodies 

(VSB) are the cornerstones of good governance of Veterinary Services; 

3. That the principles for good professional veterinary organisation are the subject of 

international standards published in the OIE Terrestrial and Aquatic Animal Health Codes, 

with consensual adoption by all OIE Members;  

4. That society expects that veterinarians demonstrate professional ethics and competence – 

and this depends on quality initial and continuing veterinary education to give each 

veterinarian at least a minimum knowledge on key topics relevant to the global public good 

concept and to societal demands (e.g. on animal health, veterinary public health and animal 

welfare);  

5.  That the level of the quality of veterinary education is not acceptable in many countries 

today and that the OIE has been mandated by its 178 Member Countries (as of April 2012) to 

take a leadership role in establishing the basic requirements for veterinary education 

globally.  

6.  That the OIE provides to Members the global PVS Pathway to strengthen capacities relevant 

to the veterinary domain, including for animal health and welfare, veterinary legislation, 

veterinary education and regulation of the veterinary profession by VSB;  

7. That the OIE convened an ad hoc Group on Veterinary Education to develop guidance in 

relation to the recommendations of the First OIE Global Conference on Veterinary Education 

(October 2009);  

8. The need for additional advice and tools for OIE Members wishing to strengthen veterinary 

education and governance, including through the establishment of a VSB or the 

improvement of existing VSB to meet the standards in the Terrestrial Code, notably Article 

3.2.12; 

9. The report on ‘Minimum competencies expected of day 1 veterinary graduates to assure 

delivery of quality national Veterinary Services”, based on the work of the OIE ad hoc Group 

on Veterinary Education, with input from relevant Specialist Commissions, which was 

presented to the Assembly at the 80th General Session; and 

10. The ongoing work of the OIE in the preparation of guidelines for new or existing twinning 

projects between Veterinary Education Establishments (VEE), and between VSB; and 

11. Resolution No. 34 adopted by the Assembly at the General Session in May 2011. 
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THE ASSEMBLY  

RECOMMENDS THAT 

1. The OIE, with support from relevant international organisations and donors, should continue 

to progress the PVS Pathway for efficient Veterinary Services, including relevant public and 

private components; 

2. Within the framework of the PVS Pathway, the OIE should consider, especially in countries 

where recognised evaluation systems currently do not apply, the creation or strengthening of 

mechanisms to facilitate the evaluation of national Veterinary Services personnel on the basis 

of their initial and continuing education; 

3. Within the framework of the PVS Pathway, the OIE should develop Guidance for Members 

on the implementation of the Terrestrial Code standards for VSB;  

4.  The OIE should continue to work closely with Member Countries and the National leaders of 

Veterinary Education Establishments (VEE), Regional and Global Organisations and donors 

to support efforts to improve the quality of (initial and continuing) training of veterinarians 

and to promote harmonised approaches to recognition of qualifications, notably with the 

support of VSB;  

5. The OIE should finalise procedures for twinning of VEE, and of VSB, and should convince 

governments, regional and international organisations and donors to support these 

initiatives; 

6. The OIE should cooperate with recognised VEE Evaluation Bodies to ensure that they 

include basic requirements for veterinary education, as published in OIE guidelines, in their 

official requirements; 

7. The OIE should develop recommendations on a core/basic veterinary curriculum relevant to 

the delivery of quality national Veterinary Services for consideration of the Assembly at the 

81st General Session (May 2013); 

8. The OIE should convene a Third Global Conference on the topic of Veterinary Education, 

with a component addressing the role and responsibilities of National VSB, in collaboration 

with relevant governments and partner organisations. 

_______________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates of the OIE on 24 May 2012) 



– 179 – 

80 GS/FR – PARIS, May 2012 

RESOLUTION No. 33 

The OIE Role in Maintaining World Freedom from Rinderpest 

CONSIDERING 

1.  The adoption by the World Assembly of Delegates of Resolution No. 18 on the Declaration of 

Global Freedom from rinderpest in May 2011;  

2.  The need for the international community and national authorities to take the necessary 

measures to ensure that the world remains free from rinderpest;  

3.  The importance of reducing existing rinderpest virus stocks through the destruction of virus 

in a safe manner and/or the transfer of virus stocks to internationally recognised reference 

institutions;  

4.  That OIE has engaged with FAO in establishing a joint rinderpest advisory committee to 

provide technical advice to inform and oversee post-rinderpest eradication activities; 

5.  The clear need for transparency on information about remaining stocks of virus, vaccines and 

research involving manipulation of the virus; 

6.  That further revision of Terrestrial Animal Health Code Chapter 8.12 addressing these 

points was announced at the 79th General Session and that a revised text is urgently 

needed; 

7.  That revision of the Manual of Diagnostic Tests and Vaccines for Terrestrial Animals 

Chapter 2.1.15 addressing diagnosis of rinderpest has been completed and adopted at the 

80th OIE General Session (2012); 

THE ASSEMBLY 

RECOMMENDS 

1.  That the relevant OIE Specialist Commissions complete the necessary revisions to the 

relevant chapters of the Terrestrial Animal Health Code and that these texts be submitted to 

the Assembly for consideration at the 81st OIE General Session. 

2.  That a limited number of OIE Reference Laboratories be appointed with an even 

geographical distribution. 

3.  That the OIE Reference Laboratory network provides services to OIE Member Countries to 

assist with destruction and/or sequestration of remaining stocks of rinderpest virus and that 

this network ensures global preparedness, surveillance and investigation of, and response to, 

suspect cases. 
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REQUESTS THE DIRECTOR GENERAL 

1.  To accelerate the process of virus sequestration and destruction under the guidance of the 

new joint FAO/OIE advisory committee on rinderpest and the implementation of all activities 

specified in Resolution No. 18 adopted at the OIE General Session in May 2011,  

2.  To seek resources necessary to support all activities specified in this and Resolution No. 18.  

______________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates of the OIE on 25 May 2012) 
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Recommendation No. 1: Preparation of Veterinary Strategic Plan and Cost and Benefit 

Analysis 

Recommendation No. 2: Extension programmes dedicated to the activities of the Veterinary 

Services 
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11TH CONFERENCE OF THE OIE REGIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE MIDDLE EAST 
Beirut, Lebanon, 3 - 6 October 2011 

Recommendation No. 1  

Preparation of Veterinary Strategic Plan and Cost and Benefit Analysis 

CONSIDERING THAT 

1. Animal production, consumption and trade is expected to increase substantially in the next 

decades, in particular in less developed and in-transition economies; 

2. Current demographic trends will result in continuing demand for high quality food, 

including protein of animal origin (milk, egg, meat, etc.); 

3. Numerous parameters have to be taken into account in the cost and benefit analysis of 

animal health programmes; 

4. The OIE PVS Evaluation and OIE PVS Gap Analysis are internationally recognised tools, 

the outcomes of which can be used in the development of Veterinary Services’ strategic 

planning; 

5. Veterinary Services face financial constraints that force them to be more efficient in the use 

of the resources allocated to them; 

6. In the Middle East, there is a lack of relevant information and studies on animal health 

related cost and benefit analysis;  

7. An increase in the resources allocated to the Veterinary Services and an improvement in 

the efficiency with which current resources are allocated are significant factors in the 

success of efforts aimed at improving animal and human health; and 

8. There are social economic and environmental impacts related to animal diseases. 

THE OIE REGIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE MIDDLE EAST  

RECOMMENDS THAT 

1. Continued efforts be made by the OIE, in collaboration with its Members, to analyse 

technical, organisational and economic aspects of the Veterinary Services by means of 

surveys relevant to the OIE PVS Pathway, especially OIE PVS Gap Analysis; 

2. The OIE promote with relevant stakeholders and partners the development of a cost and 

benefit analysis approach adapted to the realities of the Veterinary Services, taking into 

consideration previous studies; 

3. The OIE promote the creation of fora for Members to exchange information relating to the 

cost and burden of animal diseases; 

4. The Veterinary Services include cost and benefit analyses in animal health decision-making 

processes through greater collaboration with economists; 
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5. In order to better use economic information as an incentive to value animal health, the 

Veterinary Services focus on the economic valuation of: 

a. Impacts of animal diseases including zoonotic diseases;  

b. Animal health and farm-level productivity; 

c. “Catastrophe” scenarios: risk and costs associated; 

d. Cost of surveillance in “peace time” compared to the cost of biological disasters. 

6. The OIE, in collaboration with relevant partners, promote the organisation of regional cost 

and benefit seminars and workshops with the participation of professionals with 

complementary backgrounds. 

___________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Adopted by the OIE Regional Commission for the Middle East on 6 October 2011 and endorsed 

by the World Assembly of Delegates of the OIE on 24 May 2012) 



– 185 – 

80 GS/FR – PARIS, May 2012 

11TH CONFERENCE OF THE OIE REGIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE MIDDLE EAST 
Beirut, Lebanon, 3 - 6 October 2011 

Recommendation No. 2 

Extension programmes dedicated to the activities of the Veterinary Services 

CONSIDERING THAT 

1. Extension activities must be clearly differentiated from the concept of strategic 

communication as defined in the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code;  

2. Veterinary extension activities represent an important tool to assist the Veterinary 

Services in controlling animal diseases and improving animal health and veterinary public 

health (including food safety) and animal welfare; 

3. Veterinary extension can have positive effects on the livelihood of animal holders, by 

helping them to improve the health status of their animals and reduce losses caused by 

animal diseases; 

4. Zoonoses are still considered as a serious threat to public health in the Middle East Region 

and well-defined veterinary extension programmes could help to reduce this threat;  

5. In most countries in the Middle East, veterinary extension programmes represent  a small 

part of the overall agricultural extension work; 

6. The role of the Veterinary Services in the establishment of veterinary extension 

programmes is not well defined;  

7. There is a shortage of qualified veterinary extension workers due to the limited number of 

training centres and inadequate curricula for personnel in charge of veterinary extension; 

8. Non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and the private sector play a limited role in the 

field of veterinary extension in the Middle East;  

9. Inadequate veterinary extension programmes limit access to new technologies and 

practices that are very important for improving productivity and preventing animal 

diseases; 

10. Traditional animal production methods still predominate in the Middle East Region, and 

well trained veterinary extension workers and well defined extension programmes are 

therefore needed to convince farmers of the advantages of adopting new technologies and 

practices; 

11. Regional and international organisations are paying greater attention to veterinary 

extension and are beginning to include veterinary extension in their technical assistance 

projects; 

12. There is a need to better use current knowledge regarding technologies and practices 

derived from research; and 



– 186 – 

80 GS/FR – PARIS, May 2012 

13. Extension activities should be considered as a mean to support the implementation of 

Veterinary Services’ policies and thus help countries to comply with international 

standards. 

THE OIE REGIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE MIDDLE EAST  

RECOMMENDS THAT 

1. Extension programmes be considered beneficial to the activities of the Veterinary Services 

and be under their technical supervision; 

2. Member Countries support the training of qualified and capable veterinary extension 

officers, for the public and private sector, by encouraging the establishment of extension 

training centres; 

3. Member Countries’ teaching and training institutions be encouraged to give more space  in 

their curricula for veterinary extension, directed at farmers and other key players in the 

field of animal health and veterinary public health while taking into consideration the 

traditions and the cultural realities of the Region; 

4. Veterinary Services encourage the establishment of coordination and cooperation 

mechanisms with research institutions, farmers associations, NGOs and the private sector 

in order to involve all the parties concerned in the design and implementation of extension 

programmes; 

5. Member Countries be encouraged to establish regional cooperation in order to facilitate the 

development of veterinary extension activities through the exchange of information, 

programmes and training material; 

6. The OIE encourage the relevant international and regional organisations to take into 

account the importance of appropriate extension activities in the implementation of 

international animal health standards; 

7. The OIE promote, in collaboration with FAO and WHO, the importance of proper 

veterinary extension in raising awareness regarding zoonoses; 

8. The OIE explore the feasibility of better assessing extension activities through the OIE 

PVS Evaluation tool; and 

9. Any extension programme in the field of animal health, veterinary public health (including 

food safety) and animal welfare should take into account the standards and guidelines 

published by the OIE. 

___________________ 

 

 

 

(Adopted by the OIE Regional Commission for the Middle East on 6 October 2011 and endorsed 

by the World Assembly of Delegates of the OIE on 24 May 2012) 
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27th Conference of the  

OIE Regional Commission for Asia, the Far East and Oceania 

Tehran, Iran, 19-23 November 2011 

Recommendation No. 1: Active participation of Members in the development of the OIE Codes. 

Recommendation No. 2: Epidemiological developments and control of FMD in the region. 
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27TH CONFERENCE OF THE OIE REGIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE ASIA, THE FAR EAST AND OCEANIA 
Tehran, Iran, 19-23 November 2011 

Recommendation No. 1 

Active participation of Members in the development of the OIE Codes 

CONSIDERING THAT 

1. The OIE develops international standards for diseases control methods and safe trade in 

animals and animal products and these standards are adopted by the World Assembly of 

Delegates; 

2. These OIE standards are published in the Terrestrial Animal Health Code and the Aquatic 

Animal Health Code; 

3. The OIE Codes outline science-based sanitary measures which the Veterinary Authorities 

(or other Competent Authorities) of Members should apply to manage risks posed by 

animal diseases and zoonoses; 

4. The World Trade Organization’s Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and 

Phytosanitary Measures recognises the OIE as the international standards setting body for 

matters pertaining to animal diseases and zoonoses; 

5. The application of the Code standards by OIE Members is the cornerstone to facilitating 

safe international trade in animals and animal products; 

6. The standards published in the Codes are developed and updated through a flexible, 

transparent and rapid process which depends on the active participation of OIE Members; 

7. Analysis of data from OIE records reveals a low level of participation by Members in the 

Asia, the Far East,  and Oceania Region in the process of developing Code standards; 

8. According to the analysis of data from a questionnaire, time provided by the OIE and lack 

of expertise in Member countries are the most common barriers to participation faced by 

Members in the Region; 

9. Analysis of data from a questionnaire indicates that the extent to which Competent 

Authorities in the Region consult with farming and aquaculture organisations when 

formulating comments on draft Code texts is low; 

10. The two-year cycle of standard development requires careful scheduling of Specialist 

Commission meetings and ad hoc group meetings around the annual General Session of the 

World Assembly of Delegates and it would be very difficult  for the OIE to provide 

significantly more time for Members to provide comments; 

11. Most Members in the Region have OIE National Focal Points nominated but there is a still 

a turnover of these Focal Points that occurs frequently; and 



– 189 – 

80 GS/FR – PARIS, May 2012 

12. Few Members in the Region use the modern methods of email lists and website postings 

when consulting with stakeholders on proposed changes to Code texts and informing them 

of new or revised texts when they have been adopted. 

THE REGIONAL COMMISSION FOR ASIA, THE FAR EAST AND OCEANIA 

RECOMMENDS THAT 

1. The OIE continue to provide support to Members of Asia, the Far East and Oceania Region 

in strengthening their Veterinary Services by implementing, if needed, the OIE PVS 

Pathway; 

2. OIE Members ensure, as much as possible, the stability of their national Focal Points so the 

expertise gained in capacity building activities be sustainable for the Veterinary Services;  

3. The OIE continue to provide support to Members in the Far East, Asia and Oceania Region 

through the ongoing provision of seminars for OIE National Focal Points; 

4. The OIE Regional and Sub-Regional Representations of the Region organise, with the 

support of Headquarters and Members of the Specialist Commissions, workshops to train 

Members to assess critically and comment constructively on draft Code texts; 

5. OIE Members in the Region be encouraged to develop efficient processes, including email 

lists in conjunction with website postings, for consulting with relevant stakeholders on 

proposed changes to Code texts and informing stakeholders of new or revised Code texts 

once they have been adopted; 

6. The OIE Regional and Sub-Regional Representation of the Region organise, with the 

support of Headquarters, workshops to assist Members to develop email lists in conjunction 

with website postings as a tool for communicating with stakeholders; 

7. OIE Members in the Region strengthen the level of consultation with farming and 

aquaculture producer organisations when formulating comments on draft Code texts; 

8. Members of the Region consider the possibility to develop mechanisms for the Region to 

come up to eventual common position regarding OIE standards; 

9. With the support of the OIE Headquarters, the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Standards 

Commission and the Aquatic Animal Health Standards Commission progress the proposal 

to develop official guidelines on the OIE standards setting process and consider Members’ 

comments;  and 

10. The OIE establish a mechanism providing detailed scientific information, article by article, 

on significant Code text under creation or modification, when appropriate. 

___________________ 

 

 

(Adopted by the OIE Regional Commission for Asia, the Far East and Oceania on 23 November 

2011 and endorsed by the World Assembly of Delegates of the OIE on 24 May 2012) 
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27TH CONFERENCE OF THE OIE REGIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE ASIA, THE FAR EAST AND OCEANIA 
Tehran, Iran, 19-23 November 2011 

Recommendation No. 2 

Epidemiological developments and control of FMD in the region 

CONSIDERING THAT 

1. The human and animal population of the Region, in 2011, represents the major part of the 

overall world human and animal population; 

2. The consumption of animal products in this Region will augment with the constant increase 

and access of the human population to middle class ; 

3. In the Region, FMD outbreaks have continuously occurred widely and appear to spread 

even more quickly; 

4. The increase cross boundary movement of people, animals, animal products and other 

commodities represents a high risk of spreading FMD and other animal infectious diseases;  

5. Phylogenic analysis of FMDVs isolates in the Members of the Region and their neighbours 

suggests that FMD outbreaks are closely linked to each other’s; 

6. In most cases, there are good matching vaccines available against FMDVs occurring in 

Region, but for some FMD viruses, especially the recent Asia 1 and some SEA topotype 

isolates, no suitable matching vaccines are currently available; 

7. Due to the epidemiological role of pigs in FMD, the involvement of this species in an 

outbreak can complicate its containment; and 

8. In the context of the upcoming Joint FAO /OIE Global Conference on FMD Control, the OIE 

and FAO are currently working together on the development of the Global Strategy for 

FMD control 

THE OIE REGIONAL COMMISSION FOR ASIA, THE FAR EAST AND OCEANIA 

RECOMMENDS THAT 

1. The OIE continue its support for building good governance capacity of Veterinary Services 

through the implementation of the OIE PVS Pathway;   

2. In order to prevent FMD to spread in the Region, the OIE Members establish more effective 

measures to strengthen border controls through mutual collaboration; 

3. In order to reduce the economic damages caused by FMD in the region, the OIE Members 

early notify systematically the occurrence of FMD by using the OIE World Animal Health 

Information System (WAHIS); 

4. The OIE Members continue to improve their FMD control strategies in order to ensure 

early detection and rapid control of FMD outbreaks; 
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5. The OIE Members ensure the use of FMD vaccines produced according to the standards of 

the OIE Manual of Diagnostic Tests and Vaccines for Terrestrial Animals and that those 

vaccines do not contain, as much as possible, non-structural proteins; 

6. The OIE Members ensure the use of vaccines matching field strains by sending isolated 

viruses to the OIE FMD Reference Laboratories for virus characterization;  

7. The OIE provide support for the improvement of FMD diagnostic capacity in the Region by 

promoting and implementing Twinning activities and specific regional workshops in 

Member countries;  

8. The OIE, with the support of Members, OIE Reference Laboratories, and Collaborating 

Centers, evaluate potential alternative tools, such as the use of antiviral agent in pigs, as 

complementary to existing disease control methods; and 

9. The OIE Members ensure that the Global Strategy for FMD control reflects their 

specificities regarding that disease by actively participating in the South-East Asia and 

China Foot and Mouth Disease (SEACFMD) Programme and/or the OIE/JTF Project on 

FMD Control in Asia and apply when relevant, on a voluntary basis, to the OIE for official 

recognition of their national control programme in the framework of the FMD Progressive 

Control Pathway (PCP); 

10. The OIE Members of the Region collaborate and share information, using all appropriate 

mechanisms, in order to ensure a harmonized approach to FMD control strategies; 

11. The OIE and its Members develop strategies ensuring compliance of producers with 

vaccination campaign needs; 

12. With the experience gained in pilot project of vaccines banks, the OIE pursue work towards 

expanding this concept to other regions, especially for FMD vaccine; and 

13. The OIE stimulate research addressing the need for a better understanding of the 

epidemiology of FMD, including the role of wildlife. 

___________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Adopted by the OIE Regional Commission for Asia, the Far East and Oceania on 23 November 

2011 and endorsed by the World Assembly of Delegates of the OIE on 24 May 2012) 
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  

NOTE FROM THE HEADQUARTERS 

Draft Recommendations proposed during the meetings of the Regional Commissions held during 

the General Session must be presented again for adoption during the next Regional Commission 

Conference held in the respective regions, so as to be examined and possibly adopted by the World 

Assembly of Delegates during the General Session that follows the Regional Conferences. 

  
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80 SG/11B/AF 

Original: English 

REPORT OF THE MEETING 

OF THE 

OIE REGIONAL COMMISSION FOR AFRICA 

Paris, 21 May 2012 

________ 

The OIE Regional Commission for Africa met on 21 May 2012 at the Maison de la Chimie, Paris, 

at 2:00 p.m. The meeting was attended by 112 participants, including Delegates and observers 

from 40 Members of the Commission and 1 observer countries/territories and representatives 

from 9 international or regional organisations: 

Members of the Commission: Algeria, Angola, Benin, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, 

Central African Rep., Chad, Côte d'Ivoire, Djibouti, Egypt, 

Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Gabon, Ghana, Guinea, Kenya, 

Lesotho, Libya, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, Morocco, 

Mozambique, Namibia, Nigeria, Rwanda, Senegal, Seychelles, 

Somalia, South Africa, Sudan, Swaziland, Tanzania, Togo, 

Tunisia, Uganda, Zambia, Zimbabwe. 

Observer countries/territories: Liberia 

International/regional organisations: AU-IBAR, EU, ECOWAS41, FAO UMA42, SADC43, 

WAEMU44, WB45, WTO 

The meeting was chaired by Dr Marosi Molomo (Lesotho), Vice-President of the Commission, and 

Dr Yacouba Samaké, OIE Regional Representative for Africa.  

Dr Marosi Molomo, Delegate of Lesotho and Vice-President of the OIE Regional Commission for 

Africa, welcomed all participants to the meeting.  

1. Adoption of the Agenda 

The Agenda, described in the Appendix, was unanimously adopted. The Agenda and the 

annexes concerning agenda items were circulated. 

2. Financial contributions of Members to the OIE 

Dr Marosi Molomo reported that outstanding contributions from a number of countries had 

become a matter of concern and urged the OIE Delegates of the region to make follow ups of 

their country’s contribution to the OIE. 

                                                      

41 ECOWAS: Economic Community of West African States 
42  UMA : The Arab Maghreb Union 
43  SADC: Southern African Development Community 
44  WAEMU: West-African Economic and Monetary Union 
45  WB: World Bank 
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The Vice-President of the Commission encouraged Member Countries of the region, 

particularly those not listed by the UNDP as Least Developed Countries (LDCs), to upgrade 

their contribution from 6th to the 5th or 4th category. 

3. Report of the OIE Regional Commission for Africa 

Dr Marosi Molomo, Vice-President of the OIE Regional Commission for Africa, gave a brief 

review of the activities in which the OIE Regional Commission had participated since the 

last annual meeting of the OIE Regional Commission for Africa at the 79th General Session 

highlighting the key points resulting from the meeting. 

She congratulated and welcomed the new staff appointed at the Regional Representation and 

the Sub Regional Representation and thanked the OIE for the continuous multidisciplinary 

support to the Africa Region.   

Dr Molomo then informed that Africa has continued to be active in requesting OIE PVS 

Missions aiming at helping the countries to improve the performance of their Veterinary 

Services.  

She listed the missions in which the members of the Bureau of the OIE Africa Commission 

have participated during the year highlighting the different capacity-building activities, 

training sessions and global events.  

Dr Molomo also informed on the planned activities/missions for the members of the bureau of 

the OIE Regional Commission for Africa. 

She concluded by acknowledging the financial support of donors to the OIE World Animal 

Health and Welfare Fund and the in-kind and/or financial contribution from the host 

countries of OIE representations, namely Mali, Tunisia, Kenya and Botswana. 

4. Report of the activities and work programme of the OIE Regional Representation 

for Africa and for the OIE Sub-Regional Representations 

Dr Yacouba Samaké, OIE Regional Representative for Africa, provided a summary of the 

activities carried out from 1 January to 1 May 2012, and the planned activities for the rest of 

the year, for the Regional Representation and the three OIE Sub-Regional Representations 

for Africa.  

He explained that these activities had been designed to fulfil the Representation's obligations 

and aid the implementation of the OIE Fifth Strategic Plan. They had included activities 

which focused, with the financial support of EU and donors such as USA, Italy, France and 

other donors of the OIE World Fund, on the Good Governance of Veterinary Services, 

capacity building, providing assistance to Members, helping Member Countries to improve 

transparency when notifying diseases and further activities designed around issues of 

growing importance in the region. 

Dr Samaké listed some specific activities that had taken place during this period, including 

planning for the organisation of a round table with donors, developing a five-year Action Plan 

(2012–2016) for GF-TADs for Africa, a mission to alert the leaders of Togo to the forthcoming 

20th Conference of the OIE Regional Commission for Africa and a meeting with CVOs to 

harmonise the position of OIE Delegates before the 80th OIE General Session. 



– 197 – 

80 GS/FR – PARIS, May 2012 

He also remarked that the meeting of Heads of State of ECOWAS established the RAHC in 

Bamako as a specialized institution of ECOWAS. Thus, in this capacity, the RAHC is eligible 

for international public support. 

In terms of the planned activities for the period from 1 May to 31 December 2012, Dr 

Yacouba Samaké commented that members of the Bureau of the Regional Commission for 

Africa and OIE Regional Representations would take part in various OIE world conferences, 

such as the OIE General Session, the FAO/OIE Global Conference on FMD Control and the 

OIE Global Conference on Animal Welfare. He also mentioned the GF-TADs/Africa Five-Year 

Action Plan, which will be presented during the meeting of the GF-TADs Regional Steering 

Committee for Africa, the Representation's participation in the very first workshop for the 

programme “Reinforcing Veterinary Governance in Africa” (VET-GOV) and Technical 

Committee meetings to support the VET-GOV and PAN-SPSO programmes, as well as 

several Regional Animal Health Centres (RAHC) coordination meetings. 

5. Selection of technical item I (with questionnaire) to be proposed for inclusion in 

the agenda of the 82nd General Session of the OIE World Assembly of Delegates to 

be held in May 2014 

The Regional Commission proposed the following technical item (including a questionnaire to 

Members) to be included in the agenda of the 82nd General Session: 

– “The use of new information systems and technologies in the management of animal 

health” 

6. Selection of technical item II (without questionnaire) to be included in the agenda 

of the 20th Conference of the OIE Regional Commission for Africa, to be held in 

Lomé, Togo, in February 2013 

The following technical item (without questionnaire) was adopted for the 20th Regional 

Conference of the OIE Regional Commission for Africa: 

– “The importance of integrating animal welfare, environmental health and veterinary 

legislation in improving food security and contributing to agricultural Gross Domestic 

Product in Africa” 

7. Update on the organisation of the 20th Conference of the OIE Regional 

Commission for Africa 

Dr Batasse Batawui, OIE Delegate of Togo, thanked the Delegates from the OIE Regional 

Commission for Africa for having accepted Togo’s proposal to host the next Regional 

Conference in February 2013. 

He expressed the honour of his country to hold this important event for the Region and 

invited all Delegates to Lomé on February 2013. 

Dr Kinam Kombiagou, from the Togo Delegation, summarized the different actions that Togo 

has engaged in order to start the organisation of the conference.  She commented on the 

preparatory mission from the OIE Regional Representation and the OIE Headquarters held 

last February in Lomé. 

Dr Kinam Kombiagou explained the organisation undertaken at ministerial level in order to 

ensure the success of the Conference.  

To conclude, Dr Kinam Kombiagou gave general information regarding hotel accommodation 

and visa issuance while ensuring that all information would be sent to all participants on a 

timely manner.  
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Before continuing with the next item of the agenda, Dr Yacouba Samaké, OIE Regional 

Representative for Africa, read a message of gratitude and best wishes received from Dr 

Saley Mahamadou, former President of the OIE Regional Commission for Africa and former 

Delegate of Niger. 

8. Proposal of candidates for the election of the Bureau of the Regional Commission, 

the Council and the Specialist Commissions (Terrestrial Code, Aquatic, 

Laboratories and Scientific Commissions) 

After several discussions among OIE Delegates of the region regarding the proposal of 

candidates, Dr Yacouba Samaké, OIE Regional Representative for Africa, reminded 

participants that the meeting of the OIE Regional Commission for Africa was an 

institutional meeting in which decisions had to be taken by OIE Delegates of the region. 

Bureau of the Regional Commission: 

President: Dr Marosi Molomo (Lesotho) 

Vice-President: Dr Adam Hassan Yacoub (Chad)  

Vice-President: Dr Theogen Rutagwenda (Rwanda)  

Secretary General: Dr Ahmed Chawky Karim Boughalem (Algeria) 

Council: 

Dr Jaouad Berrada (Morocco), as Vice-President 

Dr Botlhe Michael Modisane (South Africa), as member 

Terrestrial Animal Health Standards Commission: 

Dr Stuart Hargreaves (Zimbabwe)46 

Scientific Commission for Animal Diseases: 

Dr Gideon Brückner (South Africa) 

Biological Standards Commission: 

Dr Emmanuel Couacy (Côte d’Ivoire) 

Aquatic Animal Health Standards Commission: 

Dr Eli Katunguka (Ouganda) 

9. OIE note related to the organisation of a round table with donors  

Dr Yacouba Samaké, OIE Regional Representative for Africa, explained the intention behind 

the OIE note on the organisation of a donor round table. 

He explained that countries which had hosted a PVS Gap Analysis mission would have 

received a comprehensive plan to strengthen the country’s Veterinary Services, with the 

support of OIE experts. This five-year plan would have been accompanied by specific actions 

to be undertaken, and an indicative budget.  

                                                      

46  It is noted that Dr Hargreaves was not able to attend Code Commission meetings during the two last 

years because of serious health problems. 
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Dr Samaké pointed out that the organisation of a round table requires a country to take full 

institutional ownership of the process in order to ensure that it is in a position to lead that 

process effectively.  

He added that dedicated time was required, because the participation of the relevant 

individuals must be secured and a costed action plan must be approved by the country at 

least three months prior to round-table discussions.  

Dr Samaké then gave a brief review of the steps involved when preparing a donor round-

table meeting: 

a) A national team is set up, comprising the Veterinary Services (public and private 

components) and representatives from the other Ministries concerned including 

Finance and Foreign Affairs. 

b) The costed action plan is updated and confirmed, detailing the country’s financial 

contribution, and a timetable of bilateral meetings with the country’s strategic 

partners is drawn up. 

c) The Government adopts the costed action plan and timetable of bilateral meetings.  

d) The Minister of Foreign Affairs presents the action plan to the head of the country’s 

diplomatic and consular missions. A press release is then issued, including the World 

Bank and the European Union. 

e) A letter of invitation and the costed action plan are sent to strategic partners. 

f) Bilateral consultations are held between the Minister of Livestock and the strategic 

partners. These consultations are also attended by the Director of International 

Cooperation and the Director of Public Debt. 

g) The round-table meeting is held. 

Dr Samaké concluded by explaining that OIE experts may be involved in steps (b), (c), (f) and 

(g) of the process. 

10. Feedback from BTSF and future work on Good Governance in Africa  

Dr Daniel Bourzat, Advisor to the OIE Regional Representative for Africa, gave a summary 

of the activities that had been carried out under the Better Training for Safer Food (BTSF) 

programme, reporting that OIE Delegates and Focal Points had undergone considerable 

training. He reminded Delegates that the programme had benefited from funding covering 

the period between 1 January 2009 to 31 December 2012. This subsidy to the OIE World 

Fund had now been completely used up.  

Dr Bourzat informed the meeting that a total of 4,400 person-days of training had been 

provided by the OIE, with the help of experts from the OIE Reference Laboratories and 

Collaborating Centres. All these training workshops were given high approval ratings by the 

participants.  

Dr Bourzat added that this training had significantly improved the governance of Veterinary 

Services in OIE Member Countries and that it should continue in the future.  

He also noted that the same programme had placed Africa well in the lead in terms of OIE 

Member Country participation in the OIE PVS Pathway. Thus, 51 of the 52 countries had 

undergone an analysis to measure the performance of their Veterinary Services against OIE 

quality standards (OIE PVS Evaluation) and 36 countries had undergone a further analysis 
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to identify ways in which to address the gaps in their ability to comply with these standards 

(OIE PVS Gap Analysis). Moreover, 21 were preparing to modernise their veterinary 

legislation while 8 had already benefited from follow-up missions or were in the preparatory 

phase for a round table with international technical partners. Such round tables would 

ensure sustainable funding of their strategic development plan, developed within the 

framework of the OIE PVS Pathway. 

Dr Bourzat observed that the BTSF programme had also helped to strengthen the laboratory 

twinning programme, reporting that, in Africa, 13 twinning projects were already in 

progress, one had been completed and another, on Peste des Petits Ruminants, was in the 

process of being finalised.  

Finally, Dr Bourzat commented that the new programme, “Better veterinary governance in 

Africa”, should be able to take over the reins of the BTSF project, at least partially, and build 

on its achievements.  

11. Update on the GF-TADs mechanisms  

Dr Yacouba Samaké, OIE Regional Representative for Africa, gave a brief review of the 

various activities that had been undertaken in relation to GF-TADs mechanisms for Africa. 

He highlighted the development of the Five-Year Action Plan and the fact that provisional 

dates and an agenda had been set for the next meeting of the GF-TADs Regional Steering 

Committee for Africa. 

Dr Samaké stressed that the five-year plan would have to be consistent with the pillars of 

the African Union’s Comprehensive African Agriculture Development Programme, the 2004 

Agreement on GF-TADs, and the recommendations of the GF-TADs Global Steering 

Committee over the past four years. It would also need to comply with the policy directions 

contained in the Strategic Plans of the OIE (2011–2015), IBAR (2010–2014) and FAO. 

Furthermore, Dr Samaké stressed the fact that the Plan must take into account the 

specificities of each regional economic community, notably in terms of priority diseases, and 

the lessons learned during the eradication of rinderpest. 

He explained the key objectives of the plan, i.e.: 1) to contribute towards improving 

transparency of the global animal health situation; in particular, by notifying the OIE of any 

exceptional epidemiological events; 2) to reduce the potential impact of animal health crises 

and threats to human health; 3) to improve governance of Veterinary Services, in line with 

OIE quality standards; 4) to ensure adequate funding to implement disease prevention, 

detection and control programmes at all times and to facilitate the eradication of animal 

diseases and; 5) to promote a regional approach to the control of transboundary diseases. 

Dr Samaké concluded by reminding the meeting that the Five-Year Action Plan would be 

presented for approval at the next meeting of the GF-TADs Steering Committee for Africa, to 

be held in July 2012.  

12. Update on Global FMD Control Strategy and on PCP Roadmaps in Africa 

Dr Joseph Domenech from the OIE Scientific and Technical Department explained that the 

Global FMD Control Strategy had been prepared by a joint OIE-FAO Working Group, 

established in accordance with the recommendations of the First Global Conference on FMD 

Control, held in Asunción, Paraguay, in June 2009. An outline of the strategy had been 

presented at the 79th OIE General Session in Paris, in May 2011, and the OIE World 

Assembly of Delegates had passed a resolution supporting the proposed writing process of 

this strategy, under the OIE/FAO GF-TADs mechanism.  
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Around 50 partners from Member Countries, regional and international organisations, 

representatives from the private sector and selected experts, including wildlife experts, were 

involved in the process, as well as the members of the OIE/Scientific Commission for Animal 

Diseases (SCAD).  

Dr Domenech noted that the Global Strategy addressed the progressive control of FMD 

within the wider objectives of food security, poverty alleviation, income generation and rural 

development in developing countries, as well as biodiversity conservation. Implementing 

programmes for FMD progressive control (Component 1 of the Global Strategy) was taken as 

an entry point to improve the Veterinary Services environment (Component 2) and to 

decrease the impact of other major transboundary animal diseases (Component 3). For each 

component, the objectives, the underlying principles, the tools to be used (in particular the 

PCP tool for Component 1 and the PVS tool for Component 2, and the  surveillance systems, 

laboratories and vaccines), as well as the activities to be conducted, were all described in the 

Global Strategy document.   

He then explained that the global strategy had been built on the experience of other regions, 

and that working at the regional level was considered to be a key factor in the control of FMD 

and other Transboundary animal diseases, in addition to country commitment and global 

coordination. Several regional roadmap meetings had been organised to assess the PCP FMD 

stage of each country and to prepare a regional African strategy and vision for 2022. The 

results of the workshops held in Nairobi in 2009 for the entire African continent, in Gaborone 

in March 2011 for the SADC region and in Nairobi in March 2012 for Eastern Africa were all 

summarised.  

Dr Domenech finally added that a workshop had also been planned for Western and Central 

Africa, and would take place before the end of 2012. The new and worrying SAT2 situation, 

now prevailing in Egypt and Libya, would specifically be addressed, as well as the objectives 

and agenda of the FAO/OIE Second Global Conference on FMD Control, to be held in 

Bangkok from 27 to 29 June 2012.   

13. Presentation from Pan African Veterinary Vaccine Centre (PANVAC) 

Dr Karim Tounkara, Director of the Pan African Veterinary Vaccine Centre, made a 

presentation in supporting the application of PANVAC as a new OIE Collaborating Center. 

He explained that PANVAC vision was to build a recognized Reference Centre in the 

international arena for vaccine quality control, technology transfer, production of diagnostic 

and surveillance reagents and capacity building, driven by and for African professionals. 

He then added that PANVAC was officially launched in Debre Zeit on 12th March 2004 as an 

African Union Regional Centre within the Department of Rural Economy and Agriculture in 

accordance with the Decisions of the 67th Ordinary OAU Council of Ministers meeting held 

in Addis Ababa in 1998.  

He remarked that the major achievements of AU/PANVAC were its internationally 

recognized contribution to the global rinderpest eradication and the development of Xerovac 

technology for the production of heat tolerant live vaccine. 

Dr Tounkara commented that currently, AU/PANVAC operated with two main units (vaccine 

quality control and reagents production) an administrative building, five physically 

separated laboratories (vaccine quality control, reagents production, molecular biology, Bio-

safety Level 3 and Process Development) and Laboratory animal facilities. 
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Regarding the vaccine quality control unit, Dr Tounkara informed that it ensured the 

certification of the following vaccines using the OIE standards: PPR, CBPP, CCPP, Sheep 

and Goat Pox, RVF, Hemorrhagic septicemia, Infectious Bursal Disease, Newcastle Disease 

and African Horse Sickness vaccines. This list could be expanded to other vaccines upon 

request from AU member states.  

This Vaccine Quality Control Unit also maintains a repository of vaccine seeds and cells for 

distribution to AU member states upon request. 

Dr Tounkara concluded mentioning that AU/PANVAC would continue to provide services to 

AU member States and implement projects contributing towards the improvement of 

livestock health in Africa. 

14. Presentation from the Pan African Tsetse and Trypanosomosis Eradication 

Campaign (PATTEC)  

Dr Hassane H. Mahamat, PATTEC Coordinator, summarised the major achievements and 

activities of the PATTEC Coordination Unit's programme to eradicate tsetse and 

trypanosomosis, and the way forward. 

He explained that the PATTEC initiative arose from a collective decision, urging affected 

countries and their neighbours to take decisive and joint action aimed at rapidly eliminating 

the scourge of trypanosomosis.  

Dr Mahamat indicated that, as part of its role in coordinating activities for the PATTEC 

Initiative, the African Union Commission had been actively engaged in trying to develop a 

permanent mechanism through which countries could receive support. Consequently, the 

PATTEC Coordination Unit had been set up with a mandate to promote, organise, monitor 

and evaluate, as well as coordinate, activities aimed at the eradication of tsetse and 

trypanosomosis throughout the continent, and to mobilise the necessary resources (financial, 

material, human, etc.) to implement them. 

15. Proposal for designation of a new Collaborating Centre  

Dr Susanne Münstermann, from the OIE Scientific and Technical Department, addressed to 

the meeting in order to remind the procedures to be followed for the designation of new OIE 

Collaborating Centre. She highlighted that the endorsement of the Regional Commission is 

necessary before the matter is referred to a competent Specialist Commission. 

The Regional Commission for Africa noted that the African Union Pan African Veterinary 

Vaccine Centre [AU-PANVAC], located at Debre-Zeit, Ethiopia, had submitted an application 

to become an OIE Collaborating Centre for Quality Control of Veterinary Vaccines. Referring 

to the short presentation of the candidate institution on the planned activities, the 

Commission unanimously agreed to support this application, which will be examined by the 

Biological Standards Commission at its next meeting. 

16. WAHIS/ WAHID – Progress in its implementation by Members in the Region 

Dr Yassim Mustafa from the OIE Animal Health Information Department, presented the six-

monthly and annual reporting situation for 2011 for countries/territories as well as the 

number of Questionnaire on Wildlife Disease reported by Members of the region and pointed 

out those who have not yet submitted parts or all of their reports and urged them to submit 

them as soon as possible. 60 % of Members belonging to the region have submitted complete 

Annual reports for 2011.  
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Dr Yassim Mustafa finally emphasised the importance of countries /territories submitting 

sanitary information on Terrestrial and Aquatic Animal Diseases on a regular basis to the 

OIE. 

17. Presentations from Organisations that have concluded an official agreement with 

the OIE  

 African Union - Interafrican Bureau for Animal Resources (AU-IBAR)  

Dr Henry Wamway, Acting Senior Policy Trade and Market Officer, spoke on behalf of 

Prof. Ahmed El Sawalhy, AU IBAR Director.  

Dr Wamway explained that, AU-IBAR wanted to express its gratitude to all its member 

states as well as its technical and financial partners for all their support and active 

participation in the different activities of the Organisation. 

He also highlighted how the establishment of a consensus between countries of the region 

was important for AU-IBAR. In order to reach a better communication within the region, 

he explained that AU-IBAR would continue working on the improvement of the processes 

related to technical common positions within the region. 

 World Bank  

Dr Stéphane Forman, Representative of the World Bank, briefly commented on the on-

going activities of the World Bank especially regarding the current development of a new 

global strategy for the next 10 years and a new action plan for the next 3 years, which 

would be explained in detail by Dr François Legall during the plenary session.  

Dr Forman mentioned the 3 pillars of the strategy which would be focused on livestock 

and natural resources, livestock and social equity and livestock and health. 

He finally spoke about the strong commitment of World Bank within the ALive platform 

as well as on the projects undertaken in some African countries following the OIE PVS 

Pathway. 

 Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)  

Dr Cheikh Ly, FAO Regional Animal Production and Health Officer, addressed to the 

conference, stating that animal diseases remain fundamental constraints for Africa. The 

direct and indirect effects of these diseases impact negatively on food security, capital 

assets, livelihoods, public health, national and regional trade, and national and regional 

economic growth. Dr Ly said that, if priority and transboundary animal and zoonotic 

diseases were to be prevented and controlled, then regional and sub-regional mechanisms 

must be in place to enable collaboration between countries, value chains, sectors and 

regions.  

Dr Ly noted that FAO had integrated several of its African projects that shared the 

common strategic objective of increasing sustainable livestock production by reducing the 

incidence of animal diseases and their associated risks to human health. This would be 

achieved by aiding countries and RECs to develop and implement their livestock policies 

and animal health action plans, with the aim of preventing and controlling priority 

animal and zoonotic diseases, increasing production and improving market access and 

veterinary public health.  
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He also noted that the Regional Office for Africa in Accra, in collaboration with four sub-

regional offices in Libreville, Addis Ababa, Harare, and Accra, as well as ECTADs in 

Bamako, Nairobi and Gaborone, would join the Regional Office for the Middle East in 

Cairo and the sub-regional office in Tunis in covering animal health issues in sub-

Saharan Africa.  

Dr Ly finally reported that FAO worked closely with the OIE, AU-IBAR, WHO and RECs 

consistent with CAADP in implementing and strengthening regional and national 

capacities in African animal health systems.  

 West African Economic and Monetary Union (WAEMU) 

Dr Soumana Diallo, representative of the WAEMU Commission, spoke of the number of 

animal health reforms in the fields of zoonoses and food safety that had been undertaken 

by the WAEMU Commission, to facilitate the implementation of the WAEMU 

Agricultural Policy (WAP). 

Dr Diallo gave details of these reforms, as follows:  

1) the harmonisation of veterinary pharmaceutical legislation; 

2) the evaluation of national Veterinary Services, using the OIE PVS Tool for the 

evaluation of Performance of Veterinary Services, and the adoption of a WAEMU 

strategic plan for building the capacity of Veterinary Services;  

3) reforms in the area of food safety of animals and animal products; 

4) projects to support animal disease control and eradication, and 

5) the adoption of a Directive on the free movement and establishment within WAEMU 

of veterinary surgeons who are nationals of WAEMU member states. 

Dr Diallo reported that the activities planned by WAEMU for 2012 were centred around 

continuing programmes that were already under way on: the harmonisation of veterinary 

pharmaceutical legislation; quality control of medicinal products through successive 

campaigns to improve conditions in the veterinary medicinal products market; and animal 

health and food safety. In addition, WAEMU would continue to offer support to member 

states for animal disease control (Newcastle disease, anthrax, etc.) and for serious animal 

health crises. 

Dr Diallo concluded by saying that, in 2012, with the support of the OIE, the WAEMU 

Commission will launch a study, to define a regional strategy for controlling contagious 

bovine pleuropneumonia (CBPP). 

 Southern African Development Community (SADC)  

Mr B. Hulman, SADC Senior Programme Officer, gave a brief review of the Livestock 

Development Unit of the Food, Agriculture and Natural Resources (FANR) Directorate of 

the SADC, explaining the major intervention areas of the FANR Directorate and the 

different programmes through which these interventions were being coordinated.  

In regard to livestock policy, Dr Hulman highlighted the different projects addressing 

such issues as: a) the SADC Farm Animal Genetic Resources Project, b) the Promotion of 
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Integration in the Livestock Sector, c) the SADC TADs Project, d) Food Safety and 

Capacity Building on Residue Control and e) the SADC FMD Project. 

He also commented on the SADC Livestock Technical Committee (LTC), which comprises 

the Directors of Livestock and Veterinary Services of the SADC member states. The LTC 

steers the Livestock Sector Unit of the FANR Directorate towards the livestock 

development needs of its member states.  

Mr Hulman concluded by expressing concerns regarding the SADC member states 

“Undetermined BSE Risk” status. He requested the OIE to provide guidance for getting 

historical free status for BSE.  

 Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS)  

Dr Vivian Iwar, Head of Animal Resources of the ECOWAS Commission, submitted a 

report on the activities of ECOWAS to the Commission which was provided to all 

participants in the working document. Due to time constraints, Dr Iwar could not present. 

However, her report can be summarized as follow: 

The ECOWAS Commission had put in place a strategic plan to transform the livestock 

sector, between 2011 and 2020, within the framework of the ECOWAS Agricultural Policy 

(ECOWAP). This plan was composed of four main elements: the promotion of meat and 

dairy value chains, cross-border transhumance, re-structuring the animal production 

sector, and financing.  

The ECOWAS Commission had conducted capacity-building workshop on SPS in 

Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, with EU support, aimed at strengthening national SPS 

committees (NSPSC) in international trade negotiations. Sensitisation training had also 

been conducted in collaboration with AU-IBAR under the PAN-SPSO project in Bamako. 

The ECOWAS Commission convened the inaugural Regional Veterinary Committee 

meeting in Accra, Ghana. The Committee made far-reaching recommendations on the 

strengthening of epi-surveillance and laboratory networks in the region, the prioritisation 

of major TADs and zoonoses for control, and the development of an advocacy plan for 

reviving the livestock sector.  

Finally, ECOWAS Commission had convened a regional technical meeting of Directors of 

Animal Production in Accra, Ghana, to validate a study on cross-border transhumance. 

This study had been carried out in collaboration with the FAO sub-regional office. The 

ECOWAS text on transhumance had also been reviewed, in an attempt to seek solutions 

to the perennial problems of transhumance in the region.   

The meeting officially ended at 7:25 p.m. 

_______________ 

…/Appendix 
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Appendix 

MEETING OF THE  

OIE REGIONAL COMMISSION FOR AFRICA 

Paris, Monday 21 May 2012 

_________ 

Agenda 

1. Adoption of the Agenda (Dr Marosi Molomo, Delegate of Lesotho and Vice President of the 

OIE Regional Commission for Africa) 

2. Financial contributions of Members to the OIE (Dr Marosi Molomo)  

3. Report of the OIE Regional Commission for Africa (Dr Marosi Molomo)  

4. Report of the Activities and work programme of the OIE Regional Representation for Africa 

and for the OIE Sub-Regional Representations (Dr Yacouba Samaké, OIE Regional 

Representative for Africa)  

5. Selection of a technical item I (with questionnaire) to be proposed for inclusion in the agenda 

of the 82nd General Session of the OIE World Assembly of Delegates to be held in May 2014 

(Dr Yacouba Samaké)  

6. Selection of a technical item II (without questionnaire) to be included in the agenda of the 

20th Conference of the OIE Regional Commission for Africa to be held in Lomé, Togo in 

February 2013 (Dr Yacouba Samaké)  

7. Update in the organisation of the 20th Conference of the OIE Regional Commission for Africa 

(Dr Batasse Batawui, OIE Delegate of Togo) 

8. Proposal of candidates for the election of the Bureau of the Regional Commission, the Council 

and the Specialist Commissions (Terrestrial Code, Aquatic, Laboratories and Scientific 

Commissions) (Dr Marosi Molomo)  

9. OIE note related to the organisation of a roundtable with donors (Dr Yacouba Samaké)  

10. Feedback from BTSF and future work on Good Governance in Africa (Dr Daniel Bourzat, 

Advisor to the OIE Regional Representative for Africa)  

11. Update on the GF-TADs mechanisms (Dr Yacouba Samaké)  

12. Update on Global FMD Control Strategy and on PCP Roadmaps in Africa (Dr Domenech, 

OIE Scientific and Technical Dept) 

13. Presentation from the Pan African Veterinary Vaccine Centre (PANVAC) (Dr Karim 

Tounkara, AU/PANVAC)  

14. Pan African Tsetse and Trypanosomiasis Eradication Campaign (PATTEC)  (Dr Hassane 

Mahamat, AU/PATTEC)  

15. Proposal for designation of a new Collaborating Centres  

16. WAHIS/ WAHID – Progress in its implementation by Members in the Region (Animal Health 

Inf. Dept.) 
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17. Presentations from Organisations that have concluded an official agreement with the OIE  

 African Union - Interafrican Bureau for Animal Resources (AU-IBAR)  

 World Bank  

 Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)  

 West African Economic and Monetary Union (WAEMU)  

 Southern African Development Community (SADC)  

 Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS)  

_______________ 
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80 SG/11B/AM 

Original: Spanish 

REPORT OF THE MEETING  

OF THE  

OIE REGIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE AMERICAS 

Paris, 21 May 2012 

________ 

The OIE Regional Commission for the Americas met on 21 May 2012 at Maison de la Chimie, 

Paris, at 2:00 p.m. The meeting was attended by 81 participants, including Delegates and 

observers from 21 Members of the Commission and representatives from 10 international or 

regional organisations: 

Members of the Commission: Argentina, Barbados, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, 

Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Guatemala, Haiti, 

Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Surinam, 

United States of America, Uruguay, Venezuela. 

International/regional organisations: COPEG47, CVP, FAO, ICFAW IFAH, IICA48, OIRSA49, 

PAHO–PANAFTOSA50, WSPA51, World Bank. 

The meeting was chaired by Dr John Clifford, President of the Regional Commission for the 

Americas and Delegate of the United States of America, seconded by Dr Luis Osvaldo Barcos, OIE 

Regional Representative for the Americas, Dr Carlos Correa Messuti, President of the World 

Assembly of OIE Delegates and Delegate of Uruguay, Dr Brian Evans, Member of the OIE 

Council and Delegate of Canada, and Dr Miguel Ángel Azañón Robles, Secretary General of the 

OIE Regional Commission for the Americas and Delegate of Guatemala. 

1. Adoption of the Agenda 

The Agenda, described in the Appendix, was adopted unanimously.  

2. Financial contributions of Members to the OIE 

Dr Brian Evans reported on budgetary aspects in the Region and commended the progress 

made on voluntary contributions to the World Fund. He expressed appreciation for the 

financial support provided by the countries hosting the Regional and Sub-Regional 

Representations.  

Dr Evans pointed out that Member Countries’ voluntary contributions were used to support 

the activities of the Commission and regional ad hoc groups. He commended Mexico and 

Colombia for moving up to ‘Category 1’ OIE contributions and called on Members to consider 

                                                      

47  COPEG: Panama/United States Commission for the Eradication and Prevention of Screwworm 
48  IICA: Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture 
49  OIRSA: Organismo Internacional Regional de Sanidad Agropecuaria (International Regional 

Organization for Plant Protection and Animal Health) 
50  PAHO–PANAFTOSA: Pan American Foot and Mouth Disease Center of the Pan American Health 

Organization 
51  WSPA: World Society for the Protection of Animals 
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increasing their contribution category. He urged the five countries in the Americas that were 

one to two years in arrears with their contributions, and the country that was seven years in 

arrears, to bring their outstanding payments up to date. He also invited them to contact the 

Regional Representative, or Dr Bernard Vallat directly, to agree on possible ways to resolve 

late payments. 

3. Report of the activities of the OIE Regional Commission for the Americas 

Dr John Clifford, President of the OIE Regional Commission for the Americas and Delegate 

of the United States of America, presented a summary of the Regional Commission’s 

activities.  

Dr Clifford reported that the Bureau had met on three occasions in the past year to discuss 

the activities of the Regional Representation and the programmes of activities for addressing 

regional priorities, as well as administrative and technical aspects, including: identification 

of candidates for the various elective offices in the OIE; status of contributions to the OIE; 

forthcoming Regional Conference (Barbados); technical committee meetings; Regional 

Animal Welfare Strategy for the Americas; missions to review the foot and mouth disease 

(FMD) status of some countries in the Region; movements of competition horses; pilot 

seminar for OIE National Focal Points for Laboratories; and meeting to update OIE 

standards.  

4. Report of the activities and work programme of the OIE Regional Representation 

for the Americas and the OIE Sub-Regional Representation for Central America, 

including Focal Point Seminars and an update on GF-TADs mechanisms 

Dr Luis O. Barcos, OIE Regional Representative for the Americas, presented a summary of 

the activities of the Regional Representation (Buenos Aires) and Sub-Regional 

Representation (Panama).  

Dr Barcos reported that the Regional Representation would continue to coordinate regular 

meetings of the Bureau of the Regional Commission, in order to: follow up the conclusions of 

the Regional Conference in Uruguay in 2010; coordinate the organisation of the next 

Regional Conference, to be held in Barbados in November 2012; and follow up the work 

programme. 

Dr Barcos said that previous activities would continue, focusing on: strengthening Veterinary 

Services; encouraging countries to participate in the OIE PVS Pathway; and organising a 

meeting to discuss and update OIE standards. It would also carry out activities for the 

benefit of Delegates and National Focal Points, including a pilot seminar for National Focal 

Points for Laboratories in the Region, in order to assist countries in participating in the OIE 

standard-setting process.  

Dr Barcos highlighted the Representation’s active participation in the Global Framework for 

Progressive Control of Transboundary Animal Diseases (GF-TADs), with the aim of 

coordinating activities in the Americas, together with international and regional 

organisations, including coordination within the framework of the FAO/OIE Global FMD 

Control Strategy. 

Dr Barcos reported that work on developing the Regional Animal Welfare Strategy for the 

Americas would continue, as well as the participation in regional and national activities 

requiring OIE presence and action. 

Dr Barcos also described Spain’s support in preparing a control programme for classical 

swine fever and a seminar for OIE National Focal Points for Laboratories. 

The report and work programme were adopted.  
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5. Selection of a Technical Item (with questionnaire) to be proposed for inclusion in 

the agenda of the 82nd General Session of the OIE World Assembly of Delegates, to 

be held in May 2014 

The Regional Commission proposed the following technical items (with a questionnaire to 

Members) for inclusion in the agenda of the 82nd General Session: 

– “Impact on food security of certain animal diseases, including vector-borne diseases” 

and 

– “Characterisation of quarantine infrastructure in the world for international movement 

control as a first line of defence” 

6. Selection of the Technical Item II (without questionnaire) to be included in the 

agenda of the 21st Conference of the OIE Regional Commission for the Americas 

The Regional Commission proposed the following technical item (without questionnaire) for 

inclusion in the agenda of the 21st Conference of the OIE Regional Commission for the 

Americas: 

– “Innovative strategies for strengthening regional animal health networks” 

7. Organisation of the 21st Conference of the OIE Regional Commission for the 

Americas to be held in Barbados from 26 to 29 November 2012 

Dr Mark Trotman, Delegate of Barbados to the OIE, showed a video of his country and 

described the arrangements being made by the authorities to host the 21st Conference of the 

OIE Regional Commission for the Americas, to be held from 26 to 29 November 2012. 

8. Update on the OIE FMD Andean Mission  

Dr Gideon Brückner, President of the OIE Scientific Commission for Animal Diseases, 

reported that, at the request of countries in the Andean Region, three experts appointed by 

the Director General of the OIE, accompanied by one representative from FAO, one from 

PANAFTOSA, one from the Andean Community (CAN) and Dr Luis Barcos from the OIE 

Regional Representation for the Americas, undertook a mission to Colombia, Ecuador and 

Peru between 8 and 20 January 2012, and a mission to Venezuela between 30 April and 

4 May 2012, in order to assess FMD control methods in those countries with a view to 

evaluating the development of a regional strategy based on the specific needs of the Andean 

Region. 

Dr Brückner presented a summary of the missions and highlighted the political commitment 

and support of governments in the countries visited, where there had been a marked 

improvement in FMD control and a decline in FMD incidence. He also stressed 

theimportance of including Bolivia in the regional project for FMD control in the Andean 

region. 

Dr Brückner said that, as the borders between countries were not entirely secure and border 

control checkpoints were not an infallible mean of mitigating risk, routine vaccination of all 

animals and stricter control of movements were vital to progressing towards the goal of final 

eradication of FMD. 

Dr Brückner concluded by emphasising that the commitment encountered in the countries 

visited – to move resolutely towards the ideal of total eradication of FMD from the Andean 

Region – could be bolstered if the four countries were to conclude an agreement on 

harmonising FMD control, including rules on border protection.  
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9. Country ownership of PVS Pathway outcomes 

Dr François Caya, Head of the OIE Regional Activities Department, stressed how important 

it was for countries to take ownership of PVS Pathway outcomes, as reflected in the reports 

of OIE PVS initial, follow-up, Gap Analysis and Legislation missions.  

Dr Caya summarized the great efforts made by the OIE and PVS Pathway donors to support 

Member Countries in building the capacity of their Veterinary Services. He signalled the 

OIE’s concern at the failure by some countries to take ownership of PVS Pathway outcomes, 

which was why the OIE was implementing new strategies to promote such ownership.  

Dr Caya reiterated that since the OIE PVS Tool was introduced in 2006, the OIE, with the 

permission of the countries concerned, had been distributing reports to donors and other 

partners, such as the FAO. The OIE also currently assigned experts to assist countries in 

organising round tables with senior officials in their governments involved in budget 

allocations to Veterinary Services. Donors and international and regional organisations 

interested in supporting Veterinary Service capacity-building are also invited to attend the 

round tables. 

During these round tables, the OIE experts assisted in explaining the importance and 

potential use of PVS Pathway outcomes. Recently the OIE had also been assisting countries 

in distributing the reports, through diplomatic channels, to senior officials able to support 

Veterinary Service capacity-building. The OIE would soon be drafting a guide on the 

ownership and use of reports and, with the permission of the countries concerned, would 

transmit the reports to relevant regional organisations that had signed a cooperation 

agreement with the OIE. 

For their part, countries requesting OIE recognition and support along the various stages in 

the PVS Pathway should guarantee strong political commitment and support from their 

governments for implementing report recommendations in their operational plans, based on 

national priorities. 

Dr Caya concluded by stating that the OIE’s goal of building the capacity of Veterinary 

Services with appropriate legislation and the necessary human, physical and financial 

resources could be achieved only by countries taking ownership of PVS Pathway outcomes 

and by international solidarity. 

10. Proposal of candidates for the election of the Bureau of the Regional Commission, 

the Council and the Specialist Commissions (Terrestrial Code, Aquatic, 

Laboratories and Scientific Commissions) 

Bureau of the Regional Commission 

President: Dr John Clifford (United States of America) 

Vice-President: Dr Guilherme Henrique Figueiredo Marques (Brazil) 

Vice-President: Dr Miguel Ángel Azañón Robles (Guatemala) 

Secretary General: Dr Mark Trotman (Barbados) 

Council 

Dr Brian Evans (Canada), as member 
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Terrestrial Animal Health Standards Commission 

Dr Alex Thiermann (United States of America), as President 

Dr Jorge Caetano Jr. (Brazil), as Member 

Scientific Commission for Animal Diseases 

Dr Sergio Duffy (Argentina), as member 

Biological Standards Commission 

Dr Rodolfo Rivero (Uruguay), as Vice President 

Dr Beverly Schmitt (United States of America), as member  

Aquatic Animal Health Standards Commission 

Dr Víctor Manuel Vidal (Mexico), first candidate 

Dr Alicia Gallardo Lagno (Chile), second candidate 

11. Proposals for designation of new Collaborating Centres  

Dr Alex Thiermann noted that, at the 2011 General Session, the Assembly had confirmed the 

designation of an OIE Collaborating Centre for Research and Diagnosis of Emerging and 

Existing Pathogens of Wildlife in the United States of America. He added that the Assembly 

has also adopted a new mandate and rules of procedure for OIE Collaborating Centres, which 

included the principle of designating no more than one Collaborating Centre per region per 

speciality. As an OIE Collaborating Centre for wildlife already existed (in Canada), it had 

been proposed that the two centres should form a consortium and re-apply in 2012 as a 

single, combined Collaborating Centre, composed of the two entities. 

Dr Clifford reported that the two centres had signed and sent to the OIE a memorandum of 

understanding to form a single OIE Collaborating Centre for Research, Diagnosis and 

Surveillance of Pathogens of Wildlife. Dr Brian Evans, Delegate of Canada, confirmed that 

the Scientific Commission had already endorsed the application. 

The Regional Commission also agreed to endorse it. 

Dr Hugo Fragoso, Delegate of Mexico, reported on the agreement to integrate Mexico’s 

proposed Collaborating Centre with the Chile/Uruguay Collaborating Centre for Animal 

Welfare Research. Dr Francisco Muzio, representing the Delegate of Uruguay, and Dr Oscar 

Videla Pérez, Delegate of Chile, welcomed Mexico’s initiative to join the region’s 

Collaborating Centre, saying that it would expand the Centre’s areas of expertise and 

objectives. 

The Regional Commission decided to support the integration of Mexico into the existing 

Chile/Uruguay Collaborating Centre and the incorporation of sustainable animal production 

to expand the Centre’s areas of expertise, which would be appraised in accordance with OIE 

procedures. 

12. WAHIS/WAHID – Progress on its implementation by Members in the Region  

Dr Paula Cáceres, veterinary epidemiologist in the OIE Animal Health Information 

Department, presented the six-monthly and annual reporting situation for 2011 for 

countries/territories in the Region, and reported on the number of wildlife disease 

questionnaires returned by Members in the Region. She also listed those that had not yet 

submitted parts or all of their reports and urged them to submit these as soon as possible. A 

total of 72% of countries in the Region had sent complete annual reports for 2011. Dr Cáceres 

concluded by stressing the importance of submitting disease information on terrestrial and 

aquatic animals to the OIE on a regular basis. 
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13. Presentations from Organisations that have concluded an official agreement with 

the OIE  

 Pan American Health Organization/Pan American Foot and Mouth Disease 

Center (PAHO/PANAFTOSA) 

Dr Ottorino Cosivi, Veterinary Public Health Coordinator and Director of PANAFTOSA, 

presented his organisation’s structure and activities. He described efforts relating to: the 

eradication of rabies transmitted by dogs; neglected diseases; zoonoses; and food-borne 

diseases. He emphasized PANAFTOSA’s activities in support of laboratories and food 

safety training. He described its actions to control antimicrobial resistance and reported 

on actions taken in connection with FMD control, the Hemispheric Plan for the 

Eradication of Foot and Mouth Disease (PHEFA) and its institutional relations.  

Dr Cosivi concluded by announcing the 16th Inter-American Meeting, at the Ministerial 

Level, on Animal Health (RIMSA 16), which would address the relationships and 

implications of agriculture for health. 

 Permanent Veterinary Committee of the Southern Cone (CVP) 

Dr José de Oliveira Mascarenhas Junior, Technical Secretary of the CVP, stated that the 

CVP comprised the official Veterinary Services of Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, 

Paraguay and Uruguay, and that its priority was to consolidate CVP regional institutions 

and the active and committed participation of all countries, building trust in the actions of 

official Veterinary Services and regional transparency. 

Dr de Oliveira described regional efforts to control the FMD outbreaks that had occurred 

in Paraguay (September 2011 and January 2012) and surmount the regional emergency. 

He described the actions taken by Paraguay’s official Veterinary Service and CVP 

technical cooperation, which had included PANAFTOSA technicians. 

Dr Jose de Oliveira reported on a proposal to develop a system to constantly evaluate the 

official Veterinary Service of countries of the CVP, in accordance with what was 

previously established by the Ministers of Agriculture of the sub-region. In this regard, Dr 

Luis Barcos remarked the need to carefully study this proposal, in order to avoid 

duplications with the OIE PVS Pathway. 

 Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) 

Dr Ricardo Molins, Director of Agricultural Health and Food Safety, presented the report 

of IICA activities, through its offices in various countries, describing in detail: capacity-

building of official Veterinary Services in Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Jamaica and 

Venezuela; support to countries and regions with animal health measures; activities to 

boost FMD control; communication aids for farmers; procedures manuals; various 

workshops on risk analysis and communication, traceability, food safety, economic and 

legal impact of private standards; geographic information systems; projects for the 

prevention of avian diseases and transmissible spongiform encephalopathies; and training 

on a variety of animal health issues. 
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 International Regional Organization for Plant Protection and Animal Health 

(OIRSA)  

Dr Abelardo de Gracia presented OIRSA’s annual report of activities in 2011 and 

described: OIRSA activities in support of cattle, aquaculture, bee, swine and poultry 

health; its training workshops on quality and safety management systems; and support 

for the development of regulatory frameworks for cattle traceability and animal 

identification. 

 Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) 

Dr Julio Pinto presented the FAO report concerning technical cooperation on 

transboundary diseases to support national and regional programmes for the control and 

eradication of such diseases as classical swine fever (Andean region), avian and swine 

influenza (South America, Central America and the Caribbean), and new world 

screwworm and FMD (Andean region), the latter to meet the goal of eradicating FMD 

from the Americas by the year 2020. He also reported on FAO studies to monitor climate 

change and animal health, as well as FAO activities in the areas of Veterinary Service 

capacity-building, health education, risk management and communication, distance 

training programmes and the production of information materials. 

Dr Pinto emphasised that coordination of FAO activities in the region with those of the 

OIE, under GF-TADs, was of strategic importance, citing: FAO participation in recent 

missions to FMD programmes in the Region; its interaction with OIRSA in Central 

America and with the Caribbean Animal Health Network (CaribVET) and French 

Agricultural Research Centre for International Development (CIRAD) in the Caribbean 

region; and a cooperation agreement FAO had signed with the IICA.  

14. Other matters 

Dr François G. Le Gall, head of the World Bank delegation, took the floor to introduce 

Dr Laurent Msellati as the new head of agricultural development for Latin America and the 

Caribbean. 

The meeting ended at 6:20 p.m. 

_______________ 

…/Appendix 
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Appendix 

MEETING OF THE  

OIE REGIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE AMERICAS 

Paris, Monday 21 May 2012 

_________ 

Agenda 

1. Adoption of the Agenda (Dr John Clifford, Delegate of the United States of America and 

President of the OIE Regional Commission for the Americas) 

2. Financial contributions of Members to the OIE (Dr Brian Evans, Delegate of Canada and 

Member of the Council)  

3. Report of the activities of the OIE Regional Commission for the Americas (Dr John Clifford)  

4. Report of the activities and work programme of the OIE Regional Representation for the 

Americas and the OIE Sub-Regional Representation for Central America, including Focal 

Point Seminars and an update on GF-TADs mechanisms (Dr Luis Barcos, OIE Regional 

Representative for the Americas)  

5. Selection of a Technical Item (with questionnaire) to be proposed for inclusion in the agenda 

of the 82nd General Session of the OIE World Assembly of Delegates, to be held in May 2014 

(Dr Luis Barcos)  

6. Selection of the Technical Item II (without questionnaire) to be included in the agenda of the 

21st Conference of the OIE Regional Commission for the Americas (Dr Luis Barcos)  

7. Organisation of the 21st Conference of the OIE Regional Commission for the Americas to be 

held in Barbados from 26 to 29 November 2012 (Dr Mark Trotman, Delegate of Barbados) 

8. Update on the OIE FMD Andean Mission (Dr Gideon Bruckner) 

9. Country ownership of PVS Pathway outcomes (Dr François Caya, Head OIE Regional 

Activities Department) 

10. Proposal of candidates for the election of the Bureau of the Regional Commission, the Council 

and the Specialist Commissions (Terrestrial Code, Aquatic, Laboratories and Scientific 

Commissions) (Dr Carlos Correa, President of the World Assembly of Delegates)  

11. Proposals for designation of new Collaborating Centres 

12. WAHIS/WAHID – Progress on its implementation by Members in the Region (Animal Health 

Inf. Dpt.)  

13. Presentations from Organisations that have concluded an official agreement with the OIE  

 Pan American Health Organization/ Pan American Foot-and-Mouth Disease Center 

(PAHO/PANAFTOSA) 

 Permanent Veterinary Committee of the Southern Cone (CVP) 

 Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) 

 Organismo Internacional Regional de Sanidad Agropecuaria (OIRSA)  

 Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) 

14. Other matters 
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80 SG/11B/AS 

Original: English 

REPORT OF THE MEETING 

OF THE 

OIE REGIONAL COMMISSION FOR ASIA, THE FAR EAST AND OCEANIA 

Paris, 21 May 2012 

________ 

The OIE Regional Commission for Asia, the Far East and Oceania met on 21 May 2012 at the 

Maison de la Chimie, Paris, at 2:00 p.m. The meeting was attended by 101 participants, including 

Delegates and observers from 23 Members of the Commission and 3 observer countries/territories 

and representatives from 5 international or regional organisations: 

Members of the Commission: Australia, Bhutan, Brunei, Cambodia, China (People’s Rep. of), 

Chinese Taipei, Fiji, India, Indonesia, Iran, Japan, Korea (Dem. 

People’s Rep. of), Korea (Rep. of), Laos, Malaysia, Mongolia, 

Nepal, New Zealand, the Philippines, Singapore, Sri Lanka, 

Thailand, Vietnam  

Observer countries/territories: France, Hong Kong, United Kingdom 

International/regional organisations: EU, FAO, IEC, FEI, SPC52 

Dr Toshiro Kawashima, President of the OIE Regional Commission for Asia, the Far East and 

Oceania, welcomed the Delegates, observers and representatives of the regional and international 

organisations and introduced the Members of the Regional Commission. 

He reminded the meeting about the election to be held during the session. 

1. Adoption of the Agenda 

The Agenda, described in the Appendix, was unanimously adopted. The agenda and the 

annexes related to agenda items were circulated. 

The Agenda was adopted as presented. 

2. Financial contributions of Members to the OIE 

Dr Barry O’Neil, Delegate of New Zealand and Past President of the OIE, reminded the 

meeting that, in relation to country contributions to the OIE, there were six different 

categories of countries, and he described how they were distributed across the Region. He 

indicated that each Member Country should belong to the category that fits the economic 

characteristics of the country, and that once the commitment is taken, they should ensure 

that they pay their contributions on a timely manner. 

                                                      

52  SPC: Secretariat of the Pacific Community  
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He pointed out that most Regional Commission Members respect their financial commitment 

to the OIE. However, he reported that contributions from 13 countries were still missing and 

urged Members to promptly settle their arrears if they had any.  

The Delegate of Mongolia indicated to the Regional Commission that his country had moved 

from category 6 to category 4. 

3. Report of the President of the OIE Regional Commission for Asia, the Far East and 

Oceania 

Dr Toshiro Kawashima gave a presentation on the activities of the Commission. He indicated 

that the 27th Conference of the OIE Regional Commission for Asia, the Far East and 

Oceania had been held in Tehran, Iran, from 19 to 23 November 2011. 

He noted that, in the context of the 5th OIE Strategic Plan and Shanghai recommendation, 

and under guidance from OIE Headquarters, the Regional Commission had developed a 

Regional Work Plan Framework 2011-2015, which had been adopted at the Conference. He 

explained that, under the Work Plan, the Regional Commission would work closely with the 

OIE Regional and Sub-Regional Representation for Asia and the Pacific to provide 

regionally-adapted services to Members. Dr Kawashima informed the meeting that, in 

accordance with this Work Plan, the Regional Commission had established a regional core 

group, circulated comments on the OIE Codes, established an e-mail network for information 

sharing, developed a list of experts for nomination as members of OIE Specialist 

Commissions and Working Groups, and would develop regional strategies and road maps for 

HPAI, FMD, CSF and PPR. 

He also explained that the 5th Regional Steering Committee Meeting of GF-TADs for Asia 

and the Pacific had been held in Tokyo in July 2011. The meeting made recommendations on 

horizontal issues and specific diseases. As regards horizontal issues, it recommended that 

Veterinary Services be strengthened by addressing capacity-building, including the 

implementation of the PVS Pathway. As for specific diseases, the meeting recommended that 

surveillance of influenza A viruses be conducted in the region, and that a sub-regional 

meeting be held in East Asia to define a process by which countries in the region can develop 

national strategies and a sub-regional road map toward FMD control and progressive 

eradication. Considering the number of ongoing programmes in the region, he further 

emphasised the need to avoid overlaps and to focus on necessary issues.  

Dr Kawashima also participated in the 4th Meeting of the Global Steering Committee of the 

GF-TADs that was held in Rome in October 2011. The meeting had recommended that the 

GF-TADs Global Secretariat build upon the basic GF-TADs documents and the One Health 

principle to develop a draft five-year action plan and that it liaise with the GF-TADs 

Regional Secretariat to provide guidance and obtain the necessary regional input (GF-TADs 

Regional Action Plan and/or relevant GF-TADs recommendations). 

Finally, he described his participation in the OIE Seminar for National Focal Points for 

Animal Welfare and the OIE Regional Seminar for recently appointed OIE Delegates, both of 

which were held in Tokyo, in December 2011 and in February 2012, respectively. He thanked 

Australia and New-Zealand for their input on the regional strategy for animal welfare. 

He also reminded the Commission that the FAO / OIE Global Conference on FMD Control 

was to be held in June in Thailand; and that the Third OIE Global Conference on Animal 

Welfare would be organised in November 2012 in Malaysia. He urged the Delegates to 

participate in these events. 
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Dr Juan Lubroth, Chief Veterinary Officer of FAO, explained that, within the framework of 

the GF-TADs and with the financial support of Australia, FAO regional offices implement 

programmes targeting rabies in Indonesia, Vietnam and Philippines. He asked the regional 

secretariat of the GF-TADs to send their regional action plan by June so that it could be used 

to inform the GF-TADs Global Strategy. 

4. Report of the activities and work programme of the OIE Regional Representation 

for Asia and the Pacific including Focal Point seminars, update on the GF-TADs 

mechanism, and outline of the New OIE/JTF Project for FMD control in Asia 

Dr Itsuo Shimohira, OIE Regional Representative for Asia and the Pacific presented a report 

on the regional activities implemented to strengthen Veterinary Services (to enable them to 

comply with International Standards) and to improve animal health. He reported that 

capacity-building activities in different areas (legislation, diagnosis and surveillance of 

animal diseases) had been organised to that effect and that regional workshops for newly 

appointed OIE Delegates, animal welfare Focal Points, and wildlife Focal Points had been 

organised early in 2012. 

He mentioned that, in line with the first specific objective of the 5th OIE strategic plan, 

which relates to animal disease and zoonosis information, a Regional animal health 

information system (RAHIS) had been in development since 2009. He explained that the 

information contained in the RAHIS database was made of data reported by Members of the 

Asia-Pacific Region through the WAHIS and extracted directly from WAHID. 

He explained that, under the OIE/Japan Trust Fund (JTF) Project for Strengthening HPAI 

Control in Asia, efforts had been made to improve HPAI control in the region through the 

organisation of various meetings (including training courses on HPAI laboratory diagnosis), 

field surveillance in wild and domestic birds along the migratory flyways, and molecular 

analysis of the collected samples. 

He noted that the National Veterinary Assay Laboratory (NVAL) of Japan (an OIE 

Collaborating Centre for the diagnosis and control of animal diseases), in close collaboration 

with the OIE Regional Representation for Asia and the Pacific, would organise a training 

seminar on veterinary drug assessment, as a follow-up activity of the OIE regional workshop 

on risk analysis for veterinary vaccines.  

He also highlighted the close collaboration between the OIE and FAO in the organisation of 

Regional Steering Committee Meetings of GF-TADs for Asia and the Pacific. He expressed 

his wish that this collaboration would continue and that similar, close working relationships 

could be developed with all OIE partners. 

He explained that, considering the impacts of recent recurrent FMD outbreaks in East Asia, 

the OIE had launched a new project, entitled “OIE/JTF on FMD Prevention in Asia” with the 

support of OIE Tokyo, to develop a regional roadmap and a strategy for FMD control in East 

Asia, to enhance information sharing, and to strengthen disease control measures and 

laboratory diagnosis. Dr Shimohira explained that the project had been proposed and 

accepted during the 5th Regional Steering Committee Meeting of GF-TADs. The inception 

meeting was held in Tokyo on 13 and 14 December 2011.  

Dr Shimohira indicated that from May to December 2012, the OIE, with the support of OIE 

Tokyo and OIE Bangkok, would organise several capacity-building activities, including a 

seminar for OIE Focal Points for Animal Production Food Safety, Veterinary Products, 

Veterinary Laboratories (pilot) and Aquatic Animal Diseases; various regional meetings and 
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workshops on HPAI, FMD, swine diseases, and the strengthening of national Veterinary 

Services. Finally, he mentioned the new version of the OIE regional website for Asia and the 

Pacific which provides information on the activities organised by OIE Tokyo and OIE 

Bangkok. 

5. Report of the activities and work programme of the OIE Sub-Regional 

Representation for South-East Asian countries including an update on the Stop 

Transboundary Animal Diseases and Zoonoses (STANDZ) Initiative in South-East 

Asia 

Dr Ronello Abila, OIE Sub-Regional Representative for South-East Asia, presented a report 

on the role played by the OIE SRR-SEA in the strengthening of Veterinary Services in the 

region. 

He provided details of some topics of importance and activities implemented by the Sub-

Regional Representation, grouped according to the strategic objectives of the OIE 5th 

Strategic Plan (2011-2015), namely:  

 Animal health information – Dr Abila stressed the seriousness of the FMD and HPAI 

situation in the region and pointed out that outbreaks had occurred in several 

countries; 

 Prevention, control and eradication of animal diseases, including zoonoses – Dr Abila 

first presented the activities that had been conducted under the SEACFMD 

programme. The three coordination meetings organised had generated several action 

plans, which mostly involved encouraging stakeholders to coordinate and cooperate to 

achieve SEACFMD goals. Dr Abila said that these meeting had provided Member 

Countries with an opportunity to undertake an initial self-assessment of their progress 

in relation to the OIE/FAO Progressive Control Pathway. Dr Abila then explained that 

a rabies workshop had been jointly organised with the ASEAN, FAO and the World 

Health Organization to review the achievements and progress of Member Countries 

and to initiate efforts to eliminate rabies in the region through the development of a 

regional strategy for rabies control and eradication;  

 Capacity building for national Veterinary Services – Dr Abila listed the activities that 

had been organised in this field, namely, the coordination of PVS Pathway missions; 

the organisation of training for Focal Points; the provision of support to OIE HQ in the 

organisation of a pilot PVS One Health mission in the region; the successful 

organisation of a Laboratory Strategic Planning workshop with the support of the 

IDENTIFY project for wildlife; and 

 FAO/OIE/WHO Tripartite collaboration and the outcomes of the Second Regional 

Workshop on Collaboration between Human and Animal Health Sectors on Zoonoses 

Prevention and Control, held in Malaysia in January 2012; 

 Influence on policy design, applied research and governance – Dr Abila explained that 

the OIE with the support of SRR Bangkok had conducted policy engagement activities, 

such as organising coordination meetings, participating in meetings organised by 

Member Countries and partners, and undertaking missions to meet Ministers and OIE 

Delegates.  

Dr Abila also presented the activities programmed for the rest of the year. In particular, he 

stressed that the SEACFMD would continue to provide assistance to its Members, and 

enable them to assist each other, by facilitating access to vaccines and funds via the newly 

operational FMD vaccine bank and the Small Grants Facility (SGF), which has been 

established under the AusAID-funded STANDZ (Stop Transboundary Animal Diseases and 

Zoonses) Initiative. 
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6. Selection of a technical item (with questionnaire) to be proposed for inclusion in 

the agenda of the 82nd General Session of the OIE World Assembly of Delegates 

(May 2014) 

Seven proposals were made by various Delegates. Dr Barry O’Neil reminded the meeting 

that the selected technical item should be of relevance to all OIE Member Countries in order 

to be endorsed by the World Assembly. 

The following technical item (including a questionnaire to Members) was proposed for 

inclusion in the agenda of the 82nd General Session: 

– “Capacity and development requirements for veterinary education and veterinary 

statutory bodies internationally/regionally” 

7. Outcomes of the 27th Conference of the OIE Regional Commission for Asia, the Far 

East and Oceania, held in Teheran, Iran from 19-23 November 2011 

Dr Itsuo Shimohira presented the outcomes of the 27th Conference of the OIE Regional 

Commission for Asia, the Far East and Oceania, which was held in Iran in November 2011 

and was attended by high-ranking officials from 17 Member Countries. In particular, he 

listed the main recommendations made following discussions related to each technical item. 

Technical item I (with questionnaire) (“Active participation of Members in the development 

of the OIE Codes”) led to the following recommendations:  

 OIE RRs and SRRs should organise workshops to train Members to assess critically 

and comment constructively on draft Code texts. 

 Regional Members should be encouraged to develop efficient processes, including 

email lists and website postings, for consulting with relevant stakeholders. 

 Regional Members should strengthen the level of consultation with farming and 

aquaculture producer organisations when formulating comments. 

In relation to these recommendations, Dr Shimohira emphasised the relevance of the new 

regional website and stressed its importance as a mean allowing Delegates to share their 

comments. 

Technical item II (without questionnaire) (“Epidemiological development and control of FMD 

in Asia”) led to the following recommendations: 

 Members should continue to improve their FMD control strategies in order to ensure 

early detection and rapid control of FMD. 

 Members should ensure the use of FMD vaccines produced according to the OIE 

Manual. 

 Members should ensure the use of vaccines matching field strains. 

 Members should collaborate and share information in order to ensure a harmonised 

approach to FMD control strategies. 

 The OIE should stimulate research addressing the need for a better understanding of 

the epidemiology of FMD, including the role of wildlife. 
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Dr Mark Schipp, Delegate of Australia, pointed out the excellent quality of the presentations 

of the technical items during the Regional Conference of Teheran and noted that the 

recommendations had already been implemented through regional plans. Finally, he 

encouraged Member Countries to participate in the next Regional Conference. 

Dr Nar Bahadur Rajwar, Delegate of Nepal, questioned the efficacy of FMD vaccines and 

asked how the efficacy of vaccination campaigns can be ensured. Dr Lubroth explained that, 

from his experience, the circulating strain of virus can vary according to temporal and 

geographical contexts, and he stressed the importance of implementing good quality 

assurance procedures for handling veterinary vaccines.  

8. Confirmation of the venue of the 28th Conference of the OIE Regional Commission 

for Asia, the Far East and Oceania, to be held in November 2013 

Dr Davinio Catbagan, Delegate of the Philippines, informed the Regional Commission that 

his country would be willing to host the 28th Conference of the OIE Regional Commission for 

Asia, the Far East and Oceania, to be held in November 2013. 

9. Selection of the technical item I (with questionnaire) to be included in the agenda 

of the 28th Conference of the OIE Regional Commission for Asia, the Far East and 

Oceania  

Following proposals from the Members, the following technical item (with questionnaire) was 

adopted for the 28th Regional Conference of the OIE Regional Commission for Asia, the Far 

East and Oceania: 

– ‘The use of cost-benefit analysis in animal disease control, including practical examples 

from the region” 

10. Outcome of the 18th Meeting of the OIE Sub-Commission for Foot and Mouth 

Disease in South-East Asia and China, held in Lijiang, Yunnan, P.R. China, from 5 

to 9 March 2012 

Dr Ronello Abila presented a report on the outcomes of the 18th Meeting of the OIE Sub-

Commission for Foot and Mouth Disease in South-East Asia and China, held in China in 

March 2012.  

He noted that the newly introduced FMD control strategies in China, Vietnam, Laos and 

Malaysia had been presented during this meeting and that these strategies had since 

enabled the campaign to make significant progress towards meeting the objectives of the 

SEACFMD 2020 Roadmap. He also described the resources that are currently available to 

support FMD control activities, in particular, the Small Grant Facility (SGF) and the FMD 

vaccine bank. 

He then presented an overview of the discussions that had been held during a separate 

workshop on the improvement of the SEACFMD campaign where the discussions covered 

issues such as animal identification and traceability, sample submission and vaccine 

matching, the FMD vaccine bank, the STANDZ SGF, and forthcoming key events relevant to 

FMD control. In particular, a special session had been organised on “One Health”, which 

recognised the urgent need for more, and better, cooperation between the human, animal and 

environmental health sectors, and the need to involve the medical profession, including 

academia, more fully in “One Health” cross-sectoral collaborations.  

Finally, he presented the key recommendations and priority actions that had emerged from 

the meeting. The priority actions included: updating Member Countries’ National FMD 

Control Programmes and developing proposals for OIE recognition where applicable; 

submitting proposals for SGF support; increasing sample submission rates to reference 

laboratories; implementing targeted control activities; identifying achievable milestones for 
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meeting the SEACFMD Roadmap objectives; updating National Communication Action 

Plans; engaging political support in FMD-free countries to sustain and improve budgets for 

maintaining freedom; and participating actively in the FMD Global Conference in June 2012 

in Thailand. He urged the Delegates who had not yet registered to do so as soon as possible. 

11. Proposal of candidates for the election of the Bureau of the Regional Commission, 

the Council and the Specialist Commissions (Terrestrial Code, Aquatic, 

Laboratories and Scientific Commissions) 

Bureau of the Regional Commission 

President: Dr Zhang Zhongqiu (China [People’s Rep.]) proposed by Dr Davinio 

Catbagan (Philippines)  

Vice-President: Dr Davinio Catbagan (Philippines) proposed by Dr Mark Schipp 

(Australia)  

Vice-President: Dr Sen Sovann (Cambodia) proposed by Dr Matthew Stone (New 

Zealand) 

Secretary General: Dr Matthew Stone (New Zealand) proposed by Dr Zhang Zhongqiu 

(China [People’s Rep.]) 

The above proposals were unanimously approved. 

Council 

Dr Barry O’Neil explained the system of election, the composition of the Council, its 

responsibility, and the meetings its Members should attend. He explained that he and 

Dr Tensin Dhendup were leaving their positions and should be replaced by other Delegates 

from the Regional Commision for Asia, Far East and Oceania. 

Dr Toshiro Kawashima (Japan) was proposed by Dr Barry O’Neil (New Zealand), and 

supported by the Delegates of New Zealand and Bhutan. 

Dr Mark Schipp (Australia) was proposed by Barry O’Neil (New Zealand), and supported by 

the Delegates of New Zealand and Bhutan. 

The proposals were unanimously approved.  

Terrestrial Animal Health Standards Commission 

Dr Stuart MacDiarmid (New Zealand) as Vice-President 

Dr Toshiyuki Tsutsui (Japan) as member 

Scientific Commission for Animal Diseases 

Dr Yong Joo Kim (RO Korea) as Vice-President 

Dr Graeme Garner (Australia) as member 

Biological Standards Commission 

Dr Peter Daniels (Australia) as President 

Dr Hualan Chen (China [People’s Rep.]) as Vice-President 
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Aquatic Animal Health Standards Commission 

Dr Huang Jie (China [People’s Rep.]) as Vice-President 

Dr Ingo Ernst (Australia) as member 

The proposals were unanimously adopted. As proposed by the Delegates of New Zealand, 

Mongolia and Cambodia, Dr Kawashima will inform the World Assembly of the Regional 

Commission’s unanimous position at the elections on Friday. 

12. WAHIS/WAHID – Progress in its implementation by Members in the Region 

Dr Manuel Sanchez, Deputy Head of the OIE Animal Health Information Department, 

presented the six-monthly and annual reporting situation for 2011 for countries/territories. 

He also told the meeting about the number of Questionnaires on Wildlife Disease that had 

been received from Members of the region and pointed out those who had not yet submitted 

parts or all of their reports and urged them to submit them as soon as possible. Ninety per 

cent of Members belonging to the region have submitted complete annual reports for 2011. 

Dr Sanchez finally emphasised the importance of countries /territories submitting animal 

health information on terrestrial and aquatic animal diseases on a regular basis to the OIE. 

13. Proposals for designation of new Collaborating Centres 

The Regional Commission for Asia, the Far East and Oceania noted that the Harbin 

Veterinary Research Institute in the People’s Republic of China had submitted an 

application to become an OIE Collaborating Centre for Zoonoses of the Asia-Pacific region. It 

was understood that the Centre would specialise in those zoonotic diseases endemic in the 

region. After a short presentation by Dr Zhang Zhongqiu, Delegate of People’s Republic of 

China, on the planned activities, the Commission unanimously agreed to support this 

application, which will be examined by the Scientific Commission at its next meeting. 

Dr Catbagan requested additional information regarding the requirements for approval as a 

Collaborating Centre. 

Dr Kiok Hong, project officer in the OIE Scientific and Technical Department, explained that 

the Council first requested the endorsement of the application by the Regional Commission. 

He then further explained the overall procedure for being recognised as an OIE Collaborating 

Centre. 

The application from China (People’s Rep. of) was approved by the Regional Commission. 

14. Update on Regional Animal Welfare Strategy 

Dr Abila provided the Regional Commission with details of the outcomes of the Regional 

Animal Welfare Strategy (RAWS) Coordination Group meeting for endorsement of the 

reports and recommendations. 

He reminded the meeting that the RAWS Coordination Group had met in Tokyo in November 

2011 and in Bangkok in April 2012. 

Dr Abila explained that the main issues that had been discussed during these meetings were 

the following: 

 Key welfare development in the Region, as demonstrated by the organisation of a 

pilot training course in practical animal handling, the running of a comprehensive 

course in animal welfare by the OIE Collaborating Centre for Animal Welfare Science 

and Bioethical Analysis, the launch of the Improved Animal Welfare Programme, and 

the review of the RAWS; 
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 Establishment of a drafting group to update the RAWS to reflect changes; this newly 

updated RAWS 2012-15 Strategy would be supported by an Action Plan to be 

developed by the Secretariat; 

 Importance of effective communications and networking (the meeting discussed the 

possibility of publishing a quarterly newsletter and improving linkages with Focal 

points, NGOs and Industry); 

 Importance of tracking progress in animal welfare in the region (Regional Members 

should provide information on welfare developments so that progress can be 

documented and consolidated). 

He noted that the next meetings of the RAWS Coordination Group would be held after the 

3rd OIE Global Conference on Animal Welfare in Kuala Lumpur (November 2012); and in 

March / April 2013. 

15. Country ownership of PVS Pathway outcomes  

Dr François Caya, Head of the OIE Regional Activities Department, stressed how important 

it was for countries to take ownership of the results of the PVS Pathway, as reflected in the 

reports of OIE PVS Evaluation missions, PVS Gap Analyses, OIE Veterinary Legislation 

missions and PVS Pathway follow-up missions. 

Dr Caya summarised the great efforts made by the OIE and PVS Pathway donors to support 

Member Countries in building the capacity of their Veterinary Services. He signalled the 

OIE’s concern at the failure of many countries to take ownership of PVS Pathway results, 

which was why the OIE was implementing new strategies to promote such ownership.  

Dr Caya reiterated that, since the OIE PVS Tool was introduced in 2006, the OIE, with the 

permission of the countries concerned, had been distributing reports to donors and other 

partners such as the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO). He 

explained that the OIE also currently assigns experts to assist countries in organising round 

tables with senior officials in their governments involved in budget allocations to Veterinary 

Services.  Donors and international and regional organisations interested in supporting 

Veterinary Services capacity-building are also invited. He explained that, during these round 

tables, the OIE experts help in explaining the importance and potential use of PVS Pathway 

results. Dr Caya said that, recently, the OIE had also been assisting countries in distributing 

the reports, through diplomatic channels, to senior officials able to support Veterinary 

Service capacity-building. He informed the Commission that the OIE would soon be drafting 

a guide on the ownership and use of reports and, with the permission of the countries 

concerned, would transmit the reports to relevant regional organisations that had signed a 

cooperation agreement with the OIE. 

For their part, countries requesting OIE scrutiny and support along the various stages in the 

PVS Pathway should guarantee strong political commitment and support from their 

governments for implementing report recommendations in their operational plans, based on 

national priorities. 

Dr Caya concluded by stating that the OIE’s goal of building the capacity of Veterinary 

Services with appropriate legislation and the necessary human, physical and financial 

resources could be achieved only by countries taking ownership of PVS Pathway results and 

by international solidarity. 
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16. Presentations from Organisations that have concluded an official agreement with 

the OIE  

 European Commission (EC)  

Dr Anne-Sophie Lequarre, representative of the European Commission, updated the 

Regional Commission on a series of collaborative animal health research projects, funded 

by the European Commission, that are being carried out by European and Asian 

Scientists. She  noted that these projects cover diseases that pose a particular risk in Asia 

(such as fish diseases and highly virulent swine diseases – CSF, PRRSV or ASF) and 

critical conditions that are a worldwide problem (e.g. FMD or avian flu). A few endemic 

diseases are also being studied.  

She further explained that Asian research institutes are partners of EU-funded global 

networks to generate better surveillance systems for global diseases or to develop 

strategic alliances for the coordination of research on the major infectious diseases. This 

scientific collaboration has been established for several years and measures are in place to 

preserve these links.   

Cooperation between Asian scientists and European researchers is important for 

optimising the management of potential new viral epidemics and for harmonising 

diagnostic tools and prevention measures for current infectious diseases.  

Finally, she noted that activities sustaining sanitary measures endorsed by the OIE are 

implemented by the European Commission in order to build up institutional capacity in 

the area of veterinary public health, animal health, traceability, surveillance of zoonotic 

diseases and veterinary drug residues and antimicrobial resistance mitigation. These 

activities foster the harmonisation of international and domestic trade-related standards 

across the animal production supply chain. 

 Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) 

Dr Juan Lubroth, Chief Veterinary Officer of the FAO, presented the activities that had 

been implemented in Asia and the Pacific. He emphasised that this region includes more 

than 40 Member Countries which have a combined livestock population of 1.6 billion 

ruminants, 0.6 billion pigs and 11 billion poultry. The region accounts for one third of the 

global livestock.  

Dr Lubroth explained that, with the aim of safeguarding and improving livestock 

production in the region, FAO’s functions with respect to animal health improvement 

include regional and sub-regional coordination, capacity building, information generation 

and dissemination, and support for field implementation of disease control activities. Dr 

Lubroth detailed some activities related to cross-cutting issues, such as the One Health 

concept, diagnostic laboratory capacity and networking, field epidemiology and specific 

diseases, e.g. FMD, HPAI, and PRRS. He explained that these activities had been 

coordinated with other agencies through various platforms, which include, but are not 

limited to, the regional GF-TADs mechanism, the FAO-OIE network of expertise on 

animal influenza (OFFLU), the ASEAN Livestock Group and the Animal Production and 

Health Commission for Asia and the Pacific (APHCA). He also explained that these 

activities had been funded by FAO core funds, funds from FAO’s Technical Cooperation 

Programme, country contributions to APHCA and extra-budgetary contributions.  
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 Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC) 

Dr Ken Cokanasiga, representative of the SPC, presented activities related to the Food 

Animal Biosecurity Network Project, funded by AusAID, and currently implemented in 

Fiji, the Solomon Islands, Papua New Guinea and Vanuatu with the aim to enhance 

animal health and laboratory capability to the Pacific islands and to allow assessment 

under OIE guidelines, for trade in animal and animal products. 

He explained that the main outputs of the project were to design appropriate disease 

investigation protocols; to obtain accreditation for the animal health laboratories in Fiji 

and Papua New Guinea; to improve collaboration with Australia; to improve collection, 

transport and handling of samples; to develop proficiency testing; to establish an animal 

health risk profile in these countries; and to develop a professional network. 

17. Other matters 

Dr Kawashima thanked Dr Barry O’Neil on behalf of the Regional Commission Members for 

his tremendous contributions to the Regional Commission as well as to the OIE. 

The meeting officially ended at 6:15 pm. 

_______________ 
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Appendix 

MEETING OF THE 

OIE REGIONAL COMMISSION FOR ASIA, THE FAR EAST AND OCEANIA 

Paris, Monday 21 May 2012 

_________ 

Agenda 

1. Adoption of the Agenda (Dr Toshiro Kawashima, Delegate of Japan and President of the OIE 

Regional Commission for Asia, the Far East and Oceania)  

2. Financial contributions of Members to the OIE (Dr Barry O'Neil, Delegate of New Zealand 

and Past President of the OIE World Assembly of Delegates) 

3. Report of the President of the OIE Regional Commission for Asia, the Far East and Oceania 

(Dr Toshiro Kawashima)  

4. Report of the Activities and work programme of the OIE Regional Representation for Asia 

and the Pacific including Focal Point Seminars, update on the GF-TADs mechanisms and 

outline of the New OIE/JTF Project for FMD control in Asia (Dr Itsuo Shimohira, OIE 

Regional Representative for Asia and the Pacific) 

5. Report of the Activities and work programme of the OIE Sub-Regional Representation for 

South-East Asian countries including an update on the Stop Transboundary Animal Diseases 

and Zoonoses (STANDZ) Initiative in South East Asia (Dr Ronello Abila, OIE Sub-Regional 

Representative for South East Asia)  

6. Selection of a technical item I (with questionnaire) to be proposed for inclusion in the agenda 

of the 82nd General Session of the OIE World Assembly of Delegates to be held in May 2014 

(Dr Itsuo Shimohira)  

7. Outcomes of the 27th Conference of the OIE Regional Commission for Asia, the Far East and 

Oceania, held in Teheran, Iran from 19-23 November 2011 (Dr Itsuo Shimohira)  

8. Confirmation of the venue of the 28th Conference of the OIE Regional Commission for Asia, 

the Far East and Oceania, to be held in November 2013 (Dr Itsuo Shimohira) 

9. Selection of the technical item I (with questionnaire) to be included in the agenda of the 28th 

Conference of the OIE Regional Commission for Asia, the Far East and Oceania (Dr Itsuo 

Shimohira)  

10. Outcome of the 18th Meeting of the OIE Sub-Commission for Foot and Mouth Disease in 

South-East Asia and China, held in Lijiang, Yunnan, P.R. China, from 5 to 9 March 2012 (Dr 

Ronello Abila)  

11. Proposal of candidates for the election of the Bureau of the Regional Commission, the Council 

and the Specialist Commissions (Terrestrial Code, Aquatic, Laboratories and Scientific 

Commissions)  

12. WAHIS/WAHID – Progress in its implementation by Members in the Region (OIE Animal 

Health Inf. Dept) 

13. Proposals for designation of new Collaborating Centres 



– 229 – 

80 GS/FR – PARIS, May 2012 

14. Update on Regional Animal Welfare Strategy (Dr Ronello Abila)  

15. Country ownership of PVS Pathway outcomes (Dr François Caya, Head OIE Regional 

Activities Department) 

16. Presentations from Organisations that have concluded an official agreement with the OIE  

 European Commission (EC)  

 Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) 

 Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC) 

 Southeast Asian Fisheries Development Center (SEAFDEC) 

 Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)  

 South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC)  

17. Other matters 

 

_______________ 
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80 SG/11B/EU 

Original: English 

REPORT OF THE MEETING 

OF THE 

OIE REGIONAL COMMISSION FOR EUROPE 

Paris, 21 May 2012 

________ 

The OIE Regional Commission for Europe met on 21 May 2012 at the Maison de la Chimie, Paris 

at 2:00 p.m. The meeting was attended by 131 participants, including Delegates and observers 

from 44 Members of the Commission and representatives from 10 international or regional 

organisations: 

Members of the Commission: Austria, Belarus, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, 

Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, 

France, Georgia, Germany, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy, 

Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, 

the Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russia, San 

Marino, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, 

Tajikistan, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, the United Kingdom, 

Uzbekistan.  

International/regional organisations: Codex Alimentarius COPA/COGECA53, CVIWUR54, EC55, 

EuFMD56, FAO, FEI, FESASS57, World Bank, WSPA.  

The meeting was chaired by Prof. Nikola T. Belev (Bulgaria), President of the Regional 

Commission and Regional Representative for Eastern Europe, assisted by Dr Ivan Bisiuk 

(Ukraine), Vice-President of the Commission and Dr Ago Pärtel (Estonia), Vice-President of the 

Commission, and the Secretary General of the Commission Dr Nihat Pakdil (Turkey). 

The President welcomed the Delegates, observers and representatives of the regional and 

international organisations. 

1. Adoption of the Agenda 

The Agenda, described in the Appendix, was unanimously adopted. The agenda and the 

annexes related to agenda items were circulated. 

2. Financial contributions of Members to the OIE 

The President of the Regional Commission reported that outstanding contributions from 

almost all countries had been made; only one country still has to settle its arrears. 

                                                      

53 COPA/COGECA: Committee of Professional Agricultural Organisations/ General Confederation of 

Agricultural Cooperatives 
54  CVIWUR: The Central Veterinary Institute / Wageningen UR 
55  EC: European Commission 
56  EUFMD: European Commission for the Control of Foot and Mouth Disease 
57  FESASS: European Federation for Animal Health and Sanitary Security 
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3. Report of the President of the OIE Regional Commission for Europe and Report on 

the activities of the OIE Regional Representation for Eastern Europe, including 

Focal Point seminars  

The President of the Regional Commission and Regional Representative provided 

information on the activities implemented by the OIE Regional Representation for Eastern 

Europe in the first few months of 2012. Within the framework of the OIE Capacity-Building 

Programme, two workshops had been organised in the region: a Seminar for OIE National 

Focal Points on Wildlife in Pravets (Bulgaria), on 23-25 January 2012, with participants from 

41 Members from Europe, and a Seminar for OIE National Focal Points on Animal Welfare 

focused on Eastern Europe countries, in Kiev (Ukraine), on 6-8 March 2012, with 

participants from 21 Members. 

Prof. Belev noted that the seminar held in January 2012 in Bulgaria had been an 

opportunity to sign an agreement for the establishment of an international centre for the 

control of diseases in wildlife. The agreement, between the President of the International 

Council for Game and Wildlife Conservation (CIC), Mr Bernard Loze, and the Government of 

Bulgaria, represented by the Minister of Agriculture and Food, Dr Miroslav Naydenov, was 

signed in the presence of the OIE Director General, Dr Bernard Vallat, and the President of 

the OIE Regional Commission for Europe and OIE Regional Representative for Eastern 

Europe, Prof. Dr Nikola Belev. 

Prof. Belev informed the Delegates of his participation in the Fourth Meeting of the Regional 

Steering Committee (SC4) of the Global Framework for Transboundary Animal Diseases 

(GF-TADs) for Europe, held in Brussels (Belgium), specifying that his contribution had been 

mainly aimed at discussing the GF-TADs draft Action Plan (2012-2016). 

Prof. Belev highlighted the fact that, during the reporting period, communication with the 

Governments of several Members of the OIE Regional Commission for Europe (Serbia, 

Ukraine, Bulgaria, Italy, Germany, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Russia, Turkey, Croatia, 

Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan and Azerbaijan) had been established and maintained. 

With reference to the epizootic situation for the first half of 2012, Prof. Belev listed African 

swine fever (ASF), classical swine fever (CSF) and foot and mouth disease (FMD) as being 

among the main concerns of the OIE Regional Commission for Europe, also reporting the 

spread of Schmallenberg virus, rabies and West Nile fever in several Western European 

countries.  

Prof. Belev confirmed to Delegates that the 25th Conference of the OIE Regional Commission 

for Europe would be held on 17-21 September 2012 in Fleesensee (Germany). He informed 

the meeting that a training seminar for newly appointed OIE Delegates would be organised 

on 17 September, before the Conference start.  

Finally, Prof. Belev announced that, on 1 May 2012, Dr Valentyna Sharandak (Ukraine) had 

been appointed as Technical Assistant in the OIE Regional Representation for Eastern 

Europe in Sofia (Bulgaria). 

4. Report on the activities and work programme of the OIE Sub-Regional 

Representation in Brussels 

Dr Nadège Leboucq, OIE Sub-Regional Representative in Brussels, informed the Delegates 

that, in November 2011, the staff of the OIE Sub-Regional Representation had been 

reinforced with the appointment of Dr Stéphane de La Rocque, project officer for Veterinary 

Public Health, who would be specifically in charge of strengthening the collaboration 

between the OIE and WHO for human/animal interface issues.  
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Dr Leboucq presented a report on the work programme implemented by the Sub-Regional 

Representation in the first half of 2012, emphasising its compliance with the regional strand 

of the OIE Fifth Strategic Plan (2011–2016) and with the recommendations of the most 

recent OIE world and regional conferences. Dr Leboucq said that the programme had been 

carried out by focusing on two main areas of activity: the implementation of OIE regional 

actions in support of the OIE Regional Representation for Eastern Europe, and the 

strengthening of communication with institutions and organisations headquartered in 

Brussels. 

With reference to the first of these two areas of activity, Dr Leboucq stated that, in the period 

between 1 January and 30 April 2012, the staff of the Sub-Regional Representation had 

participated in ten regional animal health and welfare coordination meetings, including a 

seminar for OIE Focal Points for Wildlife (Bulgaria, January 2012) and another for Focal 

Points for Animal Welfare (Ukraine, March 2012). Among the forthcoming scheduled 

meetings, Dr Leboucq highlighted the four major events for the region: (i) the 25th 

Conference of the OIE Regional Commission (Germany, September 2012), (ii) the seminar for 

OIE Focal Points for Veterinary Products (November 2012), (iii) the seminar for newly 

appointed OIE Delegates (Germany, September 2012) and (iv) the regional workshop for 

Veterinary Statutory Bodies for the countries of Central Asia (venue to be determined, 

December 2012). Dr Leboucq also reminded the meeting that the Sub-Regional 

Representation was in charge of managing the OIE regional website (www.rr-europe.oie.int), 

where all regional and sub-regional activities were published. 

Dr Leboucq indicated that the Sub-Regional Representation had met with several European 

institutions and organisations to discuss both European and global issues.  In addition, the 

Sub-Regional Representation had contributed to handle relations with the European 

Commission on several technical questions (Animal Disease Information System – ADIS – 

new animal health legislation, the Schmallenberg virus, OIE PVS self-assessment of 

European Union – EU – Member Countries, among others). 

Dr Leboucq reported that, in its capacity as Secretariat for GF-TADs Europe, the Sub-

Regional Representation in Brussels, in collaboration with FAO and the EC, had also drawn 

up the GF-TADs Europe Five-Year Action Plan (2012–2016) and helped with the 

organisation of the fourth meeting of the GF-TADs Europe Steering Committee (January 

2012, Brussels, Belgium), during which the Action Plan had been validated.  

Finally, Dr Leboucq highlighted the continuing contribution of the Sub-Regional 

Representation to the drafting of the FAO-OIE FMD Global Strategy, and to the organisation 

of the Global FMD Conference (Thailand, June 2012), in the context of its participation in the 

GF-TADs FMD Working Group. 

5. Selection of a technical item (with questionnaire) to be proposed for inclusion in 

the agenda of the 82nd General Session of the OIE World Assembly of Delegates to 

be held in May 2014 

The Regional Commission proposed the following technical item (including a questionnaire to 

Members) to be included in the agenda of the 82nd General Session: 

– Categorisation and prioritisation of animal diseases 
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6. Proposal of a technical item (without questionnaire) to be included in the agenda 

of the 25th Conference of the OIE Regional Commission for Europe to be held in 

Fleesensee, Germany,  from 17 to 21 September 2012 

The following technical item (without questionnaire) was adopted for the 25th Regional 

Conference of the OIE Regional Commission for Europe: 

– “Regional steps towards common Animal Welfare approach in Europe” 

Dr Leboucq highlighted that this topic would be redundant with an item already included in 

the agenda of the 25th Conference (“OIE approach on Animal Welfare in Eastern Europe”) 

and that the Agenda would be adjusted accordingly. 

7. Organisation of the 25th Conference of the OIE Regional Commission for Europe  

Dr Karin Schwabenbauer, Delegate of Germany, confirmed that the 25th Conference of the 

OIE Regional Commission for Europe would be held in Fleesensee (Germany) from 17 to 21 

September 2012. Dr Schwabenbauer invited all Delegates to attend this important meeting 

and to register through the OIE website dedicated to the Conference.  

8. Veterinary Statutory Body pilot activities in the region  

Dr Nadège Leboucq, OIE Sub-Regional Representative in Brussels, reminded that, although 

Veterinary Statutory Bodies (VSB) are not part of Veterinary Authority in OIE standards, 

they are vital in supporting the good governance of the overall Veterinary Services. Indeed, 

they play a crucial role in the registration of veterinarians and veterinary para-professionals, 

as well as in setting minimum standards for the initial and continuing training of such 

personnel and the code of conduct for the veterinary profession. OIE standards on the quality 

and on the evaluation of Veterinary Services include specific provisions relating to VSB (or 

equivalent authorities). 

The OIE is planning to hold a regional seminar on the role of VSB in the good governance of 

Veterinary Services in December 2012, in order to raise awareness among the countries 

concerned of the importance of VSB. Although the seminar is aimed primarily at Eastern 

European countries, it will be open to other countries of the region wishing to participate.  

9. Proposal of candidates for the election of the Bureau of the Regional Commission, 

the Council and the Specialist Commissions (Terrestrial Code, Aquatic, 

Laboratories and Scientific Commissions) 

Prof. Belev invited the Delegates to nominate candidates for the following positions.  

Bureau of the Regional Commission 

The Delegates of the Region unanimously agreed on the following proposed names: 

President:  Dr Ago Pärtel (Estonia) 

Vice-President:  Dr Ivan Bisiuk (Ukraine) 

Vice-President:  Dr Lucio Ignacio Carbajo Goñi (Spain) 

Secretary General:  Dr Nihat Pakdil (Turkey) 

Acknowledging the tremendous contribution of Prof. Belev to the improvement of Animal 

Health in the Region, it was unanimously decided to appoint him as Honorary President of 

the OIE Regional Commission. 
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Council 

The Delegates of the Region unanimously agreed on the following proposed names: 

Dr Karin Schwabenbauer (Germany) as President of the Council 

Dr Evgeny Nepoklonov (Russia) as member of the Council 

Terrestrial Animal Health Standards Commission 

The Delegates of the Region unanimously agreed on the following proposed names: 

Dr Etienne Bonbon (France) as Vice-President of the Commission 

Scientific Commission for Animal Diseases  

It was unanimously proposed to reassign the two representatives of Europe that were 

previously part the Scientific Commission for Animal Diseases: 

Dr Kris De Clercq (Belgium), as Vice-President of the Commission 

Prof. Thomas C. Mettenleiter (Germany), as member of the Commission 

Biological Standards Commission 

It was unanimously proposed to reassign the two representatives of Europe that were 

previously part of the Biological Standards Commission:  

Prof. Vincenzo Caporale (Italy), as President of the Commission  

Dr Paul Townsend (United Kingdom), as member of the Commission 

Aquatic Animal Health Standards Commission 

The Delegates of the Region unanimously agreed on the following proposed names: 

Dr Franck Berthe (France), as President of the Commission 

Dr Brit Hjeltnes (Norway) as member of the Commission  

10. Country ownership of PVS Pathway outcomes 

Dr François Caya, Head of the OIE Regional Activities Department, stressed how important 

it was for countries to take ownership of the results of the PVS Pathway, as reflected in the 

reports of OIE PVS initial, follow-up, Gap Analysis and Legislation missions.  

Dr Caya summarized the great efforts made by the OIE and PVS Pathway donors to support 

Member Countries in building the capacity of their Veterinary Services. He signalled the 

OIE’s concern at the failure by some countries to take ownership of PVS Pathway results, 

which was why the OIE was implementing new strategies to promote such ownership.  

Dr Caya reiterated that since the OIE PVS Tool was introduced in 2006, the OIE, with the 

permission of the countries concerned, had been distributing reports to donors and other 

partners such as the FAO. The OIE also currently assigns experts to assist countries in 

organising round tables with senior officials in their governments involved in budget 

allocations to Veterinary Services.  Donors and international and regional organisations 

interested in supporting Veterinary Services capacity-building are also invited. During these 

roundtables, the OIE experts help in explaining the importance and potential use of PVS 

Pathway results. Recently the OIE had also been assisting countries in distributing the 

reports, through diplomatic channels, to senior officials able to support Veterinary Service 
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capacity-building. The OIE would soon be drafting a guide on the ownership and use of 

reports and, with the permission of the countries concerned, would transmit the reports to 

relevant regional organisations that had signed a cooperation agreement with the OIE. 

For their part, countries requesting OIE scrutiny and support along the various stages in the 

PVS Pathway should guarantee strong political commitment and support from their 

governments for implementing report recommendations in their operational plans, based on 

national priorities. 

Dr Caya concluded by stating that the OIE’s goal of building the capacity of Veterinary 

Services with appropriate legislation and the necessary human, physical and financial 

resources could be achieved only by countries taking ownership of PVS Pathway results and 

by international solidarity. 

11. Proposals for designation of new OIE Collaborating Centres 

The Regional Commission for Europe noted that in accordance with the organisation-wide 

policy agreed upon by the OIE Council in 2011, only one Collaborating Centre can be 

designated in one region for the same topic. However, in February 2012, the Council decided 

that the broad topic of animal welfare should be divided into three areas: production animals, 

laboratory animals and companion animals.  

The Regional Commission for Europe received one submission for Collaborating Centre 

recognition in 2012. Sweden is proposing the Swedish Centre for Animal Welfare (SCAW) to 

become an OIE Collaborating Centre on Animal Welfare of Production Animals. The 

Regional Commission invited Dr Leif Denneberg, OIE Delegate of Sweden, to shortly present 

the rationale for this proposal. The Regional Commission adopted the proposal for 

submission to the relevant OIE Commission.  

12. Update on OIE actions on Schmallenberg virus 

Dr Elisabeth Erlacher-Vindel, Deputy Head of the OIE Scientific and Technical Department, 

informed the Delegates that, following the emergence of a new virus called “Schmallenberg 

virus” in several Western European countries in autumn of 2011, the OIE had been 

requested by its Member Countries to provide information and guidance.  

Dr Erlacher-Vindel stated that, in line with its mandate and with its commitment to 

ensuring the “scientific excellence and timeliness of the information and advice available to 

national Veterinary Services and other interested parties” (which is one of the objectives of 

the OIE’s Fifth Strategic Plan), the OIE had decided (i) that a meeting of experts would be 

convened at very short notice to review existing knowledge; (ii) that answers would be 

provided to requests from OIE Member Countries. 

Dr Erlacher-Vindel explained that the report of the meeting had been endorsed, with minor 

amendments, by the OIE Scientific Commission and that the outcome had been published on 

the OIE website in February 2012. Nevertheless, as this information was based on 

preliminary knowledge, the OIE had organised a second meeting on 14 May 2012 to take new 

information into account and to update, during this week, what had been published on the 

OIE website.   

Dr Erlacher-Vindel remarked that, with the support of its Reference Laboratories and 

Collaborating Centres, the OIE had been able to provide consolidated expert opinions to its 

Member Countries and to share what knowledge was available in a very transparent 

manner.  

Dr Karin Schwabenbauer, OIE Delegate of Germany, expressed some concerns regarding the 

procedure for the immediate notification of emerging diseases through WAHIS, and the 

further dissemination of the information to Members. She suggested the procedure to be 

discussed.  
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13. WAHIS/WAHID – Progress in its implementation by Members in the Region 

Dr Simona Forcella, Chargée de mission at the OIE Animal Health Information Department, 

presented the six-monthly and annual reporting situation for 2011 for countries/territories as 

well as the number of Questionnaire on Wildlife Disease reported by Members of the region 

and pointed out those who have not yet submitted parts or all of their reports and urged 

them to submit them as soon as possible. 83% of Members belonging to the region have 

submitted complete Annual reports for 2011. Dr Forcella finally emphasised the importance 

of countries /territories submitting sanitary information on Terrestrial and Aquatic Animal 

Diseases on a regular basis to the OIE. 

14. Outcomes of the first Communication Focal Point Seminar held in Prague, Czech 

Republic, from 28 to 30 September 2011 

Ms Maria Zampaglione, Head of the OIE Communication Unit, announced that, following the 

inclusion of ‘Communication’ as one of the training components in the OIE Capacity-Building 

Programme for OIE National Focal Points, the first OIE regional seminar on communication 

had been organised in Prague (Czech Republic), from 28 to 30 September 2011. 

Ms Zampaglione explained that representatives from 37 of the 53 Member Countries of the 

European region had attended the seminar, along with by five invited external speakers. She 

also highlighted the fact that 26 countries had been represented by their officially designated 

Focal Point for Communication, and that 16 of these Focal Points had been professional 

communicators and/or veterinarians working in communication. 

Ms Zampaglione said that the OIE had received many positive comments about the seminar, 

most of which were either to show appreciation for the OIE initiative of creating a network of 

communicators in the Region or to ask that the OIE develop a platform where all 

communication tools and documents could be shared.  Ms Zampaglione commented that such 

a tool would not only serve as a benchmark with regard to animal health-related 

communication in the region, but would also allow countries with few resources to access 

material at no or limited cost, for their own use. Ms Zampaglione informed the meeting that 

the OIE is working on that project. 

15. Presentations from Organisations that have concluded an official agreement with 

the OIE  

 European Commission (EC)   

Dr Andrea Gavinelli, Head of the Animal Welfare Unit of the Directorate General for 

Health and Consumers of the European Commission (DG SANCO), reminded the meeting 

that, through formal resolutions passed at the 74th and 75th General Sessions in 2006 

and 2007, the OIE had recognised that regional strategies were important for 

strengthening the implementation of animal welfare standards; nevertheless, the OIE 

European region had not yet developed such strategies. 

Dr Gavinelli informed the Delegates of the outcomes of the Seminar for OIE Focal Points 

for Animal Welfare, held in Kiev (Ukraine) from 6 to 8 March 2012, explaining that the 

meeting, focused on Eastern European countries, had examined needs and options to 

support European countries other than EU Members to implement the OIE animal 

welfare standards.  

Dr Gavinelli reported that, to that end, participants had discussed whether it would be 

preferable, in the first instance, to work on one or a few specific topics/areas, rather than 

on a strategy addressing all OIE animal welfare standards. On this basis, it was proposed 

to explore the possibility to establish project groups working together to help animal 

welfare improvement in one identified area, and to further assess this option at the 

meeting of the Regional Commission during the OIE General Session. Dr Gavinelli 
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explained that, as first step, it would be necessary to identify areas where OIE Member 

Countries in the region, mainly non-EU Members, would benefit from such cooperation. In 

this regard, the slaughter of animals for human consumption, particularly as it relates to 

the import/export of meat and meat products, was identified as a suitable topic. Dr 

Gavinelli confirmed that the suitability of this and other options would be further 

appraised. 

Dr Gavinelli highlighted that a transfer of knowledge from countries that had already 

implemented the OIE standards would help other countries in their efforts towards this 

goal. Moreover, the dissemination of knowledge would be facilitated by the involvement of 

all stakeholders, international organisations and national competent authorities. 

Finally, Dr Gavinelli proposed that the experience gained from the preliminary work on 

identified areas could help to guide future activities, including, if recognised as necessary 

at a later stage, the development of a general animal welfare European strategy.  

 Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)  

Dr Andriy Rozstalny (FAO Regional Office for Europe and Central Asia) explained that 

more than half of the economically active population in most of Europe and Central Asian 

countries is engaged in the agriculture sector. In this context, livestock production had 

remained the main source of protein, thus a key factor for the rural economies of these 

countries. 

Dr Rozstalny stated that, for the reasons listed below, these countries are unable to 

comply with international animal health standards, and that this is the most serious 

limitation on their ability to promote their livestock sector. 

1. Transboundary animal diseases (TADs) and zoonoses: Dr Rozstalny commented that 

the emergence and progressive spread of animal diseases in the region, such as ASF, 

brucellosis and rabies, posed a serious economic and social problem, and a high risk 

for neighbouring countries, including EU countries.  

2. Lack of access to animal health services: Dr Rozstalny pointed out that the animal 

health support policies of these countries, most of them based on a centralised State, 

had not yet been improved in order to adapt the livestock sector to a market economy.   

Dr Rozstalny reminded the meeting that, since 1989, FAO had made an active 

contribution to the improvement of animal health policies in Europe and Central Asian 

countries. In addition, and jointly with other United Nations (UN) agencies and 

international and regional organisations, such as OIE, WHO, EC and their committees 

(CODEX, EuFMD, among others.), FAO had assisted governments in the development of 

the livestock sector, thus helping them to increase the number of potential livestock 

trading partners. 

Among the Animal Health initiatives promoted in the region, Dr Rozstalny mentioned the 

emergency assistance to help control ASF in Georgia, the assessment of the ASF situation 

in Azerbaijan, the assistance for brucellosis control in Armenia, the information systems 

to improve food security decision-making in the European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP) 

East Area, and the development of veterinary legislation in Tajikistan.  

The meeting officially ended at 6:15 pm. 

_______________ 
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80 SG/11B/ME 

Original: English 

REPORT OF THE MEETING 

OF THE 

OIE REGIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE MIDDLE EAST 

Paris, 21 May 2012 

________ 

The OIE Regional Commission for the Middle East met on 21 May 2012 at the Maison de la 

Chimie, Paris at 2:00 p.m. The meeting was attended by 40 participants, including Delegates and 

observers from 14 Members of the Commission and representatives from 4 international or 

regional organisations: 

Members of the Commission: Afghanistan, Cyprus, Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Oman, 

Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Turkey, the United Arab Emirates, 

and Yemen. 

Observer countries/territories: France, Italy. 

International/regional organisations: FAO, IFAH, ICFAW, WSPA 

The meeting was chaired by Dr Kassem Al-Qahtani (Qatar), President of the Commission, 

assisted by both Vice-Presidents, Dr Ali Al-Sahmi (Oman) and Dr Abdul Ghaniy Y.m. Al Fadhl 

(Saudi Arabia). 

The President welcomed the Delegates, observers and representatives of international 

organisations. 

1. Adoption of the Agenda 

The Agenda, described in the Appendix, was unanimously adopted. The agenda and the 

annexes related to agenda items were circulated. 

2. Financial contributions of Members to the OIE 

The President of the Regional Commission reported that outstanding contributions from a 

number of countries were a matter of concern and urged Members to promptly settle their 

arrears if they had any. The president added that Member Countries should also contribute, 

on a voluntary basis, to the budget of the Regional Representation in Beirut in order to 

ensure the expansion of the programme of activities.  

Dr Al-Qahtani said that support for the activities of the Regional Commission and the 

Regional Representation should be channelled towards finding new sources of funding for 

their activities. He also informed the meeting that the strategy for approaching potential 

new donors was discussed by the Bureau of the Commission in its meeting held in Dubai in 

March 2012. 
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3. Report of the President of the OIE Regional Commission for the Middle East 

The President of the OIE Regional Commission for the Middle East reminded the meeting of 

the principal objectives of the OIE Regional Commission, focusing on issues concerning the 

animal health situation in the region and on the importance of improving the quality of 

Veterinary Services in accordance with OIE standards. Dr Al-Qahtani said that the Regional 

Commission had held its 11th Conference in Beirut, Lebanon, in October 2011, and he 

outlined its fruitful outcomes and recommendations. He stressed that joint efforts would be 

necessary in order to ensure a harmonised implementation of these recommendations.   

Dr Al-Qahtani highlighted the efficient and proactive cooperation between the Commission 

and the OIE Regional Representation in Beirut, which mostly focuses on implementing 

programmes to build the capacity of Veterinary Services and to control and manage animal 

diseases, mainly those of a transboundary nature. 

4. Report on the activities and work programme of the OIE Regional Representation 

for the Middle East, including Focal Point seminars and GF-TADs mechanisms 

activities 

Dr Ghazi Yehia, OIE Regional Representative for the Middle East, presented the main 

objectives of the activities that had been implemented by the Regional Representation in the 

previous year. 

Dr Yehia explained that one of the main objectives of the Regional Representation for the 

Middle East (RR-ME) is to reinforce the capacity of Veterinary Services and contribute to the 

prevention and control of animal diseases in this region. He reminded participants that the 

RR-ME is involved in improving animal disease information systems, strengthening 

collaboration with regional and international organisations, holding conferences and 

seminars that help to target specific issues related to animal and public health, promoting 

the creation of regional Reference Laboratories and coordinating the activities of these 

laboratories in order to ensure they are adapted to regional needs. 

Dr Yehia called attention to the fact that the Regional Representation has held the 

secretariat of the OIE/FAO GF-TADs Regional Steering Committee since 2006. He also 

emphasised the importance of strengthening the collaboration with other organisations, such 

as the Mediterranean Zoonoses Control Programme of the World Health Organization 

(WHO/MZCP), AU-IBAR and AOAD.  

Dr Yehia reported on the main outcomes of the information seminars for recently designated 

Delegates and of the seminars for OIE National Focal Points organised during the year and 

provided details of the assistance given to countries that wish to take part in Reference 

Laboratory twinning projects. He also presented the conclusions of the Regional Conference 

on Glanders, held in Dubai in April 2012, and of the meetings of the regional steering 

committee of GF-TADs and the FMD PCP Roadmap, which were also held in Dubai in April 

2012. Regarding the GF-TADs steering committee meeting, the Regional Representative 

informed the Commission that, during the meeting, the terms of reference for the GF-TADs 

Middle East were approved. A five-year action plan was also presented and would be 

approved after an electronic consultation.   

Dr Yehia outlined the activities programmed for the upcoming year, such as the Regional 

Seminar on Rift Valley fever that will be held in September 2012, jointly with the Eastern 

African Sub-Regional Representation. He noted that this activity had still to be confirmed.  

Dr Yehia concluded by announcing to the Commission that Professor Vincenzo Caporale is 

currently working as Special Advisor for the OIE Regional Representation for the Middle 

East.   
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5. Selection of a technical item (with questionnaire) to be proposed for inclusion in 

the agenda of the 82nd General Session of the OIE World Assembly of Delegates 

(May 2014) 

The Regional Commission proposed the following technical item (including a questionnaire to 

Members) to be included in the agenda of the 82nd General Session: 

– “Improving National Laboratories biosafety measures” 

6. Selection of the technical item I (with questionnaire) to be included in the agenda 

of the 12th Conference of the OIE Regional Commission for the Middle East 

The following technical item (with questionnaire) was adopted for the 12th Regional 

Conference of the OIE Regional Commission for the Middle East: 

– “Continuing education and incorporation of the “One Health” concept 

The following technical item (without questionnaire) was proposed for inclusion in the 

agenda, with the provision that it should still be considered a current issue at the time of the 

conference.  

– “Proper application of Halal slaughter” 

7. Outcomes of the 11th Conference of the OIE Regional Commission for the Middle 

East held in Beirut, Lebanon, from 3 to 6 October 2011 

Dr Yehia presented the outcomes of the 11th Conference of the OIE Regional Commission for 

the Middle East, which was held in Beirut in October 2011.  

The OIE Regional Representative reported that participants had discussed the current 

animal disease situation in the region and the activities to coordinate its surveillance and 

control. He also reported that the Commission had confirmed its commitment to continue 

working towards strengthening the technical capacities, management, legislation and overall 

governance of the Veterinary Services of Member Countries, and to promote OIE Laboratory 

Twinning programmes in order to improve the capabilities of national laboratories in the 

region. 

Dr Yehia said that it had been suggested that the Regional Commission should discuss a 

plan to address animal welfare needs in the Region, and that recommendations had been 

made on two technical items: “Preparation of veterinary strategic plan and cost-benefit 

analysis” and “Extension programs dedicated to the activities of the veterinary services”. 

8. Confirmation of the venue of the 12th Conference of the OIE Regional Commission 

for the Middle East 

The Delegate of Jordan, Dr Nasser El-Deen Al-Hawamdeh, proposed to the Regional 

Commission that the 12th Conference of the OIE Regional Commission for the Middle East 

be held in Amman, Jordan, in September 2013.  

The proposal was unanimously accepted. 
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9. Proposal of candidates for the election of the Bureau of the Regional Commission, 

the Council and the Specialist Commissions (Terrestrial Code, Aquatic, 

Laboratories and Scientific Commissions) 

Bureau of the Regional Commission 

President: Dr Kassem Al-Qahtani (Qatar) 

Vice-President: Dr Ali Abdullah Al-Sahmi (Oman) 

Vice-President: Dr Abdulghani Y. Al Fadhl (Saudi Arabia) 

Secretary General: Dr Salah Fadhil Abbas (Iraq) 

Council 

Dr Nasser El-Deen Al-Hawamdeh (Jordan) 

Terrestrial Animal Health Standards Commission 

Dr Mustafa Hassan (Sudan)  

Scientific Commission for Animal Diseases 

Dr Prof. Hassan Aidaros (Egypt) 

Biological Standards Commission 

Dr Ahmad Al Majali (Jordan) 

Aquatic Animal Health Standards Commission 

Dr Mohamed Al Abdullah (Qatar) 

10. Outcomes of the Glanders Conference held in Dubai from 23 to 26 April 2012 

Dr Susanne Münstermann, from the OIE Scientific and Technical Department, presented the 

outcomes of the Glanders Conference for the Middle East Region held in Dubai from 22 to 25 

April 2012.  

Dr Münstermann explained that the Region has experienced a re-emergence of glanders in 

the past years, especially with four countries (Afghanistan, Bahrain, Kuwait and Lebanon) 

having notified the occurrence of the disease to the OIE and three of them having 

subsequently put in place eradication programmes; and that the subsequent concern about 

further spread of this transboundary zoonotic disease as well as the need to better 

understand the situation in other countries led the OIE to organise this Conference. 

She reported that representatives of 14 countries from the Middle East Region had 

participated in the Conference. Representatives from Brazil, India, the EU, the Federation 

Equestre Internationale (FEI) and the National Equestrian Federations of Jordan, Egypt, 

Iraq, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates also attended the Conference, making a 

total of 97 participants.   

Dr Münstermann reported that the OIE concept of “disease freedom” and the different ways 

of achieving it had been presented by the OIE Director General during the Conference. She 

also mentioned that Dr Vallat had stated that glanders might be considered by the OIE for 

inclusion into the list of diseases for which the OIE recognises the sanitary status. She 

explained that the OIE Director General had also referred to the concept of “sub-

populations”, i.e. recognising sub-populations of a particular group of high-end horses, with 

the aim of introducing special conditions for their international movement, as already done 

within the EU for registered horses. Dr Münstermann informed the Commission that the 

OIE, in close collaboration with the FEI, was currently working on the development of 
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Guidelines for this sub-population and the conditions that would need to be fulfilled in terms 

of registration, biosecurity, veterinary certification and specific international events with 

appropriate biosecurity measures. 

Dr Münstermann reported that, during the Conference, countries from the Region having 

experienced outbreaks of glanders had presented the disease control measures that had been 

undertaken, while the host country, the UAE, had explained the measures put in place to 

keep the country free from the disease. She mentioned that presentations had been made by 

the EU on the approach taken to eradicate the disease, by Brazil and India on their 

surveillance systems and, finally, by experts from OIE Reference Laboratories on diagnostic 

methods and strategies.  

A specific recommendation was adopted at the end of the Conference. 

11. Update on Global FMD Control Strategy and on PCP Roadmaps in Middle East 

Dr Joseph Domenech from the OIE Scientific and Technical Department explained that the 

Global FMD Control Strategy had been prepared by a joint OIE-FAO Working Group, 

established in accordance with the recommendations of the First Global Conference on FMD 

Control, held in Asunción, Paraguay, in June 2009. An outline of the strategy had been 

presented at the 79th OIE General Session in Paris, in May 2011, and the OIE World 

Assembly of Delegates had passed a resolution supporting the proposed writing process of 

this strategy, under the OIE/FAO GF-TADs mechanism.  

Around 50 partners from Member Countries, regional and international organisations, 

representatives from the private sector and selected experts, including wildlife experts, were 

involved in the process, as well as the members of the OIE/Scientific Commission for Animal 

Diseases (SCAD).  

Dr Domenech noted that the Global Strategy addressed the progressive control of FMD 

within the wider objectives of food security, poverty alleviation, income generation and rural 

development in developing countries, as well as biodiversity conservation. Implementing 

programmes for FMD progressive control (Component 1 of the Global Strategy) was taken as 

an entry point to improve the Veterinary Services environment (Component 2) and to 

decrease the impact of other major transboundary animal diseases (Component 3). For each 

component, the objectives, the underlying principles, the tools to be used (in particular the 

PCP tool for Component 1 and the PVS tool for Component 2, and the surveillance systems, 

laboratories and vaccines), as well as the activities to be conducted, were all described in the 

Global Strategy document.  

He then explained that the global strategy had been built on the experience of other regions, 

and that – in addition to country commitment and global coordination – working at the 

regional level was considered to be a key factor in the control of FMD and other 

transboundary animal diseases. 

Dr Domenech informed the Commission that several regional roadmap meetings had been 

organised around the world, to assess the PCP FMD stage of each country and to prepare or 

update regional strategies and visions towards 2022. He gave several examples: the meetings 

held in South East Asia (SEACFMD Programme), South Asia (Katmandu Workshop and 

New Delhi Conference in 2012), Africa (Nairobi in 2009 and 2012, Gaborone in March 2011). 

In regard to the Middle East, he highlighted the workshop held in Istanbul in March 2012 for 

the West Eurasia region and the workshop in Dubai in April 2012 for the entire Middle East 

region. The aim of these workshops was to assess the FMD situations and the PCP FMD 

stage of each country, as well as to prepare a regional strategy and a vision for 2022. The 

main conclusions of these meetings will be addressed, as will the new and worrying SAT2 
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situation which prevails in Egypt, Libya and the Gaza Strip. Tackling this issue will require 

East Africa, West Eurasia and the Middle East to work together closely in the 

implementation of their programmes.  

Finally, Dr Domenech added that the Global FMD Control Strategy, as well as the regional 

FMD situations, roadmaps and ongoing programmes, would be presented during the FAO 

OIE Second Global Conference on FMD Control, which will be held in Bangkok, 27 – 29 June 

2012.  

12. Country ownership of PVS Pathway outcomes 

Dr François Caya, Head of the OIE Regional Activities Department, stressed how important 

it was for countries to take ownership of the results of the PVS Pathway, as reflected in the 

reports of OIE PVS Evaluation missions, PVS Gap Analyses, OIE Veterinary Legislation 

missions and PVS Pathway follow-up missions. 

Dr Caya summarised the great efforts made by the OIE and PVS Pathway donors to support 

Member Countries in building the capacity of their Veterinary Services. He signalled the 

OIE’s concern at the failure of many countries to take ownership of PVS Pathway results, 

which was why the OIE was implementing new strategies to promote such ownership.  

Dr Caya reiterated that, since the OIE PVS Tool was introduced in 2006, the OIE, with the 

permission of the countries concerned, had been distributing reports to donors and other 

partners such as the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO). He 

explained that the OIE also currently assigns experts to assist countries in organising round 

tables with senior officials in their governments involved in budget allocations to Veterinary 

Services.  Donors and international and regional organisations interested in supporting 

Veterinary Services capacity-building are also invited. He explained that, during these round 

tables, the OIE experts help in explaining the importance and potential use of PVS Pathway 

results. Dr Caya said that, recently, the OIE had also been assisting countries in distributing 

the reports, through diplomatic channels, to senior officials able to support Veterinary 

Service capacity-building. He informed the Commission that the OIE would soon be drafting 

a guide on the ownership and use of reports and, with the permission of the countries 

concerned, would transmit the reports to relevant regional organisations that had signed a 

cooperation agreement with the OIE. 

For their part, countries requesting OIE scrutiny and support along the various stages in the 

PVS Pathway should guarantee strong political commitment and support from their 

governments for implementing report recommendations in their operational plans, based on 

national priorities. 

Dr Caya concluded by stating that the OIE’s goal of building the capacity of Veterinary 

Services with appropriate legislation and the necessary human, physical and financial 

resources could be achieved only by countries taking ownership of PVS Pathway results and 

by international solidarity. 

13. WAHIS/WAHID – Progress in its implementation by Members in the Region 

Dr Karim Ben Jebara, Head of the OIE Animal Health Information Department, presented 

the six-monthly and annual reporting situation for 2011 for countries/territories. He also 

spoke about the number of Questionnaires on Wildlife Disease that had been received from 

Members of the region and pointed out those who had not yet submitted parts or all of their 

reports and urged them to submit them as soon as possible. Seventy per cent of Members 

belonging to the region have submitted complete Annual reports for 2011. Finally, Dr Ben 

Jebara emphasised the importance of countries/territories submitting animal health 

information on terrestrial and aquatic animal diseases on a regular basis to the OIE. 
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14. Presentations from Organisations that have concluded an official agreement with 

the OIE  

 Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) 

Dr Markos Tibbo, from FAO, explained that the FAO’s assistance and emergency 

programmes in the region provide technical, institutional and policy advice through 

capacity building, knowledge management and the mobilisation of experts in specialised 

fields, and that this allowed the transfer of technologies in sustainable livestock 

production. He highlighted the collaboration with the OIE in PVS Gap Analysis missions 

as well as in projects to strengthen animal quarantine systems.  

Dr Tibbo indicated that FAO had prepared a regional animal health strategy and 

assessed veterinary education in the region. He pointed out the support that FAO had 

provided to combat highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) in Egypt, Rift Valley fever 

(RVF) in Mauritania, and peste des petits ruminants (PPR) in Algeria and Morocco. He 

also noted the work done with EuFMD in countries and territories in the region affected 

by, or at risk from, the ongoing outbreaks of FMD.  

The FAO representative concluded by reporting that FAO tools are being used in the 

region to review the impact of climate change, and the impact of livestock on the 

environment in peri-urban areas. 

15. Other matters 

The Regional Commission stressed the need to prepare an action plan for the establishment 

of a regional strategy on animal welfare. 

Dr Peter Stevenson, representative of the International Coalition for Animal Welfare, 

reminded the Commission of the importance of animal welfare in the world, and specifically 

in the region, and gratefully acknowledged the active interest of the Commission in the 

matter. 

The Commission noted the upcoming application of the Middle East Veterinary Center in 

Egypt to be recognised as an OIE Collaborating Centre for Veterinary Education and 

Training. This application will have to follow the procedure defined by the OIE. 

The meeting ended at 5:00 p.m. 

_______________ 

…/Appendix 
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of the 82nd General Session of the OIE World Assembly of Delegates to be held in May 2014 

(Dr G. Yehia)  

6. Selection of the technical item I (with questionnaire) to be included in the agenda of the 

12th Conference of the OIE Regional Commission for the Middle East (Dr G. Yehia)  

7. Outcomes of the 11th Conference of the OIE Regional Commission for the Middle East held in 

Beirut, Lebanon, from 3 to 6 October 2011 (Dr G. Yehia). 

8. Confirmation of the venue of the 12th Conference of the OIE Regional Commission for the 

Middle East (Dr G. Yehia)  

9. Proposal of candidates for the election of the Bureau of the Regional Commission, the Council 

and the Specialist Commissions (Terrestrial Code, Aquatic, Laboratories and Scientific 

Commissions) (Dr Kassem Al-Qahtani) 

10. Outcomes of the Glanders Conference held in Dubai from 23 to 26 April 2012 (Dr Suzanne 

Munstermann, OIE Scientific and Technical Dept) 

11. Update on Global FMD Control Strategy and on PCP Roadmaps in Middle East (Dr Joseph 

Domenech, OIE Scientific and Technical Dept) 

12. Country ownership of PVS Pathway outcomes (Dr François Caya, Head OIE Regional 

Activities Department) 

13. WAHIS/WAHID – Progress in its implementation by Members in the Region. (OIE Animal 

Health Inf. Dept.)  

14. Presentations from Organisations that have concluded an official agreement with the OIE: 

 Arab Organization for Agricultural Development (AOAD) 

 Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) 

15. Other matters 

_______________ 
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