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ANNEXE 1 
 
 

Allocution du Directeur Général de l’OIE 
30ème Session de la Commission du Codex Alimentarius  

Rome, 5 juillet 2007 
 

Madame la Présidente de séance, 

Monsieur le Secrétaire, 

Mesdames et Messieurs les Délégués, 

Mesdames et Messieurs les Représentants des organisations internationales,  

Honorables participants, 

 

Je voudrais d’abord remercier la FAO et l’OMS et le Secrétariat d’avoir bien voulu m’inviter et de 
me donner la possibilité de m’exprimer brièvement devant vous au nom de l'Organisation 
Mondiale de la Santé Animale (OIE) et de l’ensemble de ses Pays et Territoires Membres.  

Je voudrais aussi, au nom de l’OIE et en mon nom personnel, féliciter le Président, le Dr Claude 
Mosha, et les Vice-présidents (la Dr Karen Hulebak, Madame Noraini Othman et le Dr Wim van 
Eck) pour l’excellent travail accompli jusqu’ici. Nous sommes sûrs que tous les membres de la 
Commission du Codex partagent notre perception positive de cette collaboration.  

J’aimerais vous signaler l’existence d’un document récapitulatif préparé par l’OIE pour illustrer 
tous les résultats positifs qui découlent de la coopération entre le Codex Alimentarius et l’OIE. Il 
vous a déjà été distribué sous le libellé : CAC/30 INF/4.  

 

Afin de renforcer encore notre coopération,  je propose aujourd’hui aux Délégués de se pencher 
particulièrement sur 2 points :  

1. Comment formaliser plus officiellement notre coopération 

2. La possibilité d’organiser, en concertation, une conférence internationale qui traite des 
normes OIE et Codex sur la traçabilité des animaux et de leurs produits et de leur application 
par nos pays membres.  

Premier point 

Durant la 55e session du Comité exécutif du Codex il y a 3 ans, il a été recommandé que lors de 
la présente session de la Commission du Codex Alimentarius une évaluation sur l’efficacité des 
modalités de coopération entre nos deux organisations « sœurs » soit effectuée.  

Je soutiens toujours fortement cette recommandation du Codex car ces dernières années notre 
coopération a été intense et fructueuse et il est maintenant temps de regarder un peu en arrière 
pour faire un bilan. Nous demeurons à la disposition du secrétariat de la Commission du Codex 
Alimentarius pour discuter des modalités pratiques de cette évaluation.   

De plus, en s’accordant sans réserve sur l’importance de la maîtrise coordonnée des risques 
sanitaires tout au long du continuum de la chaîne alimentaire allant de « l’étable à la table », la 
Commission du Codex Alimentarius et l'OIE s’efforcent depuis 2001 de mettre en place ensemble 
une collaboration solide et continue pour concevoir des normes internationales harmonisées 
couvrant toute la chaîne alimentaire. 

A cet effet, je me suis assuré que l’OIE apporte son appui au Codex en 2006/2007 dans les 
domaines suivants :  



1- aux travaux du CCFICS (Comité du Codex sur les systèmes d'inspection et de 
certification des importations et des exportations alimentaires) notamment ceux relatifs 
à la révision de la Directive Codex pour une présentation générique des certificats 
officiels ainsi que les conditions de leur établissement et de leur délivrance; comme le 
Codex, notre but est d’améliorer la fiabilité des certificats sanitaires sans ajouter des 
complications administratives aux services officiels qui en sont chargés. 

2- aux travaux du groupe spécial intergouvernemental du Codex sur les aliments dérivés 
des biotechnologies ;  le Codex restant responsable de la sécurité sanitaire des aliments 
issus d’OGM ou d’animaux clonés. 

3- aux travaux du CCFH (Comité du Codex sur l'hygiène alimentaire) pour présenter l’état 
d’avancement de ses travaux sur la salmonellose et  

4- aux travaux du CCGP (Comité du Codex sur les principes généraux).  

En même temps j’ai invité des représentants du Secrétariat du Codex et des experts participant 
régulièrement à certains Comités du Codex à participer aux réunions de l’OIE ci-après: 

1- Groupe de Travail sur la Sécurité sanitaire des aliments d'origine animale en phase de 
production 

2- Groupe ad hoc sur l’identification et la traçabilité des animaux vivants  

3- Groupe ad hoc chargé de la révision des modèles de certificat de l’OIE 

4- Groupe ad hoc sur l’alimentation animale 

5- Groupe ad hoc sur l’antibiorésistance  

6- Groupe ad hoc sur la biotechnologie  

Les échanges d'informations et les référencements croisés déjà adoptés entre les normes 
internationales des deux organisations démontrent la grande utilité de cette synergie. Les textes 
publiés par les deux organisations sur l’inspection des viandes comme sur l'identification et la 
traçabilité des animaux et des produits d'origine animale constituent aussi de bons exemples. 

L'antibiorésistance est un domaine de coopération particulièrement important. Lors de sa 29e 
session, la Commission du Codex Alimentarius a étudié la possibilité de développer des normes 
communes avec l’OIE mais a préféré finalement créer un groupe ad hoc intergouvernemental sur 
l'antibiorésistance, en laissant à l'OIE la possibilité d’y participer en tant que simple observateur. 
Cette décision n’est pas satisfaisante pour l'OIE. Nous considérons qu’elle est largement liée à 
l’absence de base légale dans les textes fondamentaux du Codex pour élaborer des normes 
communes Codex/OIE. 

L'OIE désire se projeter dans l’avenir et résoudre ces difficultés et considère que la création d'une 
base légale formelle de collaboration avec la Commission du Codex Alimentarius sous la forme 
d’un accord officiel présente un intérêt considérable pour permettre l'élaboration d’un certain 
nombre de normes internationales communes attendues par les pays membres et les 
consommateurs.  

L'OIE suggère aux Délégués Codex de recommander que la FAO et l'OMS chargent leurs services 
juridiques d’étudier l’actualisation des accords avec l’OIE afin d’ouvrir la voie à la formalisation 
de la coopération entre l'OIE et la Commission du Codex Alimentarius sur une base plus solide. 

Cette formalisation de nos relations constituerait une étape essentielle du renforcement de notre 
coopération. Elle est essentielle pour la crédibilité de l’Accord SPS de l’OMC. 

Je propose par ailleurs que les priorités de notre coopération concernent les domaines suivants :   

1- la mise à jour des normes sur les modalités de la certification des produits d’origine 
animale et  

2- le travail en commun sur la salmonellose et la campylobactériose : l’OIE a déjà produit 



  

un projet de chapitre sur les mesures applicables au niveau de la production et ciblées 
sur les poules pondeuses pour contrôler les risques pour la santé publique associés à 
Salmonella enteritidis et S. typhimurium. Nous allons également traiter le contrôle de la 
salmonellose et de la campylobactériose dans les élevages de poulets de chair. 

Nous considérons que les normes relatives au statut sanitaire des élevages de volailles, découlant 
de l’application de lignes directrices harmonisées pour la surveillance bactériologique des 
élevages ainsi que les méthodes de contrôle des salmonelles et campylobacters chez les volailles 
à la ferme doivent être préparées par l’OIE en utilisant le Groupe de travail de l’OIE sur la sécurité 
sanitaire des aliments en phase de production auquel participent les représentants de l’OMS, de 
la FAO et du Secrétariat de la Commission du Codex. 

Pour conclure sur ce 1er point, je voudrais souligner que nous considérons qu’il est du devoir de 
l’OIE et de la Commission du Codex Alimentarius de continuer à renforcer notre travail de 
coordination notamment pour ne pas porter préjudice à la crédibilité de l’Accord SPS de l’OMC.  

Deuxième point 

J’en viens maintenant au 2e point de mon intervention:  

L’OIE a l’intention d’organiser en 2009 une Conférence internationale qui aurait pour thème 
l’identification et la traçabilité des animaux d’élevage et de leurs produits y compris le lien entre 
l’animal vivant et le produit qui en découle. 

L’objectif de cette conférence est de sensibiliser tous les acteurs concernés aux politiques de 
l’identification des animaux et de la traçabilité des produits qui sont des outils d’aide essentiels à 
la maîtrise des dangers véhiculés par les maladies des animaux pouvant menacer la sécurité 
sanitaire des denrées alimentaires tout en envisageant ensemble comment aider les pays qui le 
souhaiteraient à mettre en place de tels systèmes, notamment les pays en développement.  

Il serait utile que cette conférence prenne pour base l’existant normatif en partant des normes 
internationales élaborées par le Codex et par l’OIE.  

J’encourage donc les Délégués du Codex à suggérer à la FAO et à l’OMS de se rapprocher de 
l’OIE pour organiser cette conférence internationale qui aurait pour titre : « Mise en œuvre des 
normes OIE/Codex pour l’identification et la traçabilité des animaux d’élevage et de leurs 
produits dérivés » 

A cet effet nous sommes actuellement en discussion avec le Gouvernement argentin pour 
organiser cette conférence à Buenos Aires.  

Monsieur le Président, Mesdames, Messieurs les membres des Délégations, je vous remercie à 
nouveau de m’avoir donné la parole et vous exprime la détermination de l’OIE à poursuivre et à 
renforcer notre collaboration avec la Commission du Codex Alimentarius.  

Je vous souhaite une fructueuse 30ème Session.  



A N N E X E  2  

R A P P O R T  D E  M I S S I O N  /  M I S S I O N  R E P O R T  

Dr Bernard Vallat, Director General 

Dr Willem Droppers, Chargé de mission 

Dr Francesco Berlingieri, Deputy Head International Trade Department 

Rome, 2-7 July 2007  

Objet de la réunion / Aim of the meeting:  

To represent OIE at the 30th session of the Codex Alimentarius Commission (CAC). 

Résumé / Summary: 

The meeting was opened by Dr José Sumpsi, Assistant Director-General for Agriculture and 
Consumer Protection of FAO. Dr Sumpsi also attended most of the meeting. He indicated that 
now the CAC membership included 174 Member Countries and 1 Member Organisation, thus 
covering 99% of the world population. He recognised the importance of the framework set by the 
SPS Agreement and the need for Codex to cooperate with the OIE and the IPPC. 122 countries, 2 
UN agencies, 7 intergovernmental organisations and 31 non-governmental organisations were 
present at the meeting.  

At agenda item 3 the reports of the regional coordinating committees were discussed and the new 
coordinating countries were appointed: Indonesia for Asia; Tunisia for the Near East; Tonga for 
the North America and South-West Pacific; Mexico for Latin-America and Caribbean; Switzerland 
for Europe; Ghana for Africa.  

Under agenda item 5 the CAC adopted a set of new (or amended) standards: 26 standards 
elaborated by different committees and 16 standards for cheeses. Of these are of particular 
relevance for OIE: 

• Codex Guidelines for Design, Production, Issuance and Use of Generic Official Certificates 
(submitted by the Codex Committee on Food Import and Export Inspection and 
Certification Systems - CCFICS) 

• Code of Hygienic Practice for Eggs and Egg Products (submitted by the Codex Committee 
on Food Hygiene - CCFH)  

• Working Principles for Risk Analysis for Food Safety for Application by Governments 
(submitted by the Codex Committee on General Principles - CCGP) 

At agenda item 8, proposals for the elaboration of new standards and related texts, the CCFH 
proposal to develop guidelines for the control of Campylobacter and Salmonella spp. in broiler 
chicken meat was discussed. The CAC agreed to follow the recommendation of the Executive 
Committee to broaden the scope of this new work to chicken meat in general. OIE informed the 
CAC of its intention to undertake work to control salmonellosis and campylobacteriosis in broiler 
chickens. OIE also reiterated its willingness to cooperate with Codex for an integrated approach to 
the food chain. The CAC noted that OIE was undertaking new work on Salmonella and 
Campylobacter that could contribute to the new work in CCFH.  

At agenda item 9 the CAC discussed budgetary issues. The budget for the biennium 2006-2007 
is approximately 7 million USD. Since there was an increase of 32-38% of the FAO/WHO 
contributions in the period 2003-2007, there will be no further increase for the next biennium.  

There were also discussions on whether to strengthen interpretation facilities so to include 
Russian and Portuguese. For the time being this will not happen but the FAO clarified that for all 
regional FAO meetings in Africa the interpretation in Portuguese will be ensured.  



  

Under agenda item 11 the CAC adopted its Strategic Plan for 2008-2013 where it identifies 5 
main goals. Goal n. 4 is “promoting cooperation between Codex and other relevant international 
organizations” and in point 4.4 it specifically recognises the need to further improve interaction 
with OIE and IPPC.  

At agenda item 13 the CAC debated a point referred by CCFH: several years ago the CAC agreed 
to place some restrictions on the use of the Codex standards for the lactoperoxidase if 
internationally traded milk and milk products where concerned. At this current 30th session the 
CAC noted the lack of consensus on this issue and decided to refer the issue back to the CCFH 
that would reassess this point after reviewing the outcomes of a related circular letter.  

On Agenda item 14, Dr Vallat addressed the CAC and drew the attention of the Delegates to two 
main points: the framework for cooperation between OIE and Codex, and the organisation of an 
international Conference addressing both OIE and Codex standards on traceability and their 
implementation at the national level. 

With regard to the current framework for cooperation between the OIE and the CAC, he 
explained that OIE had been involved in consultations with Codex, FAO and WHO since 2001 with 
a view to improving the coordination of standards setting activities. He highlighted that the 
cooperation between OIE and Codex had produced over the present years positive results through 
the exchange of information and the cross-referencing between the respective international 
standards. He indicated that good examples of collaboration in the development of standards 
included texts produced by the two organizations regarding meat inspection and animal/product 
identification. He identified the issue of antimicrobial resistance as one area where the 
cooperation could have been brought to a higher level, but the lack of legal basis hindered this 
approach. Dr Vallat stated that it would be appropriate to formalize the relationship between the 
OIE and the CAC by strengthening the legal basis for the production of international standards, 
including the development of joint OIE-Codex standards, where appropriate. He encouraged the 
Commission to recommend that OIE, FAO and WHO legal services work together with a view to 
eventually updating their existing mutual cooperation agreements to enable the publication of 
common OIE/CAC standards. 

On the second point, Dr Vallat informed the CAC of the OIE’s plan to hold an international 
Conference in 2009 in Argentina on the implementation of OIE standards on identification and 
traceability of live animals. He invited the CAC to consider broadening the scope of the 
Conference by including Codex standards thus covering the entire food chain and invited FAO 
and WHO to work together with OIE to organise the event. 

Although the statement of the FAO legal adviser seemed not very supportive re the OIE request 
because it considered the current cooperation sufficient, all delegations that took the floor 
expressed their support for further strengthening the collaboration between Codex and OIE (these 
Delegations were: European Community, Jordan, Argentina, Canada, Chile, Eritrea, New Zealand, 
United States of America, Italy, Egypt, Korea, Singapore, Central African Republic, Australia, 
Switzerland, IFAH and Jorgen Schlundt), only Japan agreed with the legal counsel.  

The CAC recommended that FAO and WHO study the possibility of reviewing or updating FAO 
and WHO Agreements with OIE, as might be required. It also requested the Codex Secretariat to 
identify, in cooperation with the Legal Offices of FAO and WHO, any practical problems affecting 
the cooperation between Codex and OIE that might need to be addressed in a pragmatic manner, 
and taking into account all relevant circumstances. 

With regard to the planned OIE Conference on identification and traceability of live animals, the 
CAC noted that such event could best be organised in collaboration with FAO and WHO. It was 
also noted that the experts having Codex background could usefully participate in the planned 
Conference to keep informed the CAC and its subsidiary bodies on relevant development in order 
to facilitate the participation of those interested at this important event.   



Personnalité(s) rencontrée(s) et sujet des entretiens / Key person(s) met and subjects of 
discussion: 

• Dr José Sumpsi, Assistant Director-General for Agriculture and Consumer Protection of 
FAO 

Report of the Meeting in Rome between Dr B. Vallat and Dr J. Sumpsi on 5th July 2007, 
other Participants: Dr Domenech, Dr Lubroth, Dr Droppers, Dr Berlingieri.  

Four main topics were discussed: 

1. cooperation between OIE and the CAC 

2. OIE work with WB 

3. FMD in Latin-America  

4. network of OIE and FAO reference laboratories  

1) OIE – Codex cooperation 

BV emphasized that both Codex and OIE produce standards. E.g. Codex produces standards on 
Salmonella and Campylobacter for products, OIE develops standards on Salmonella and 
Campylobacter on the farm level. Actually both organisations should develop common standards. 
This will need an update of the agreements between OIE and FAO/WHO. JS agreed on the need 
to strengthen the cooperation between the OIE and the CAC and if this involves an update of the 
existing agreements FAO will support OIE. 

Conclusion: The FAO will support this update of FAO and WHO agreements with OIE in 
order to strengthen the link between the OIE and the CAC.  

JS showed the (Diouf-Vallat) graph on the division of competences between FAO and OIE. While 
JS recognised the OIE mandate on animal health he underlined the FAO mandate for promoting 
development. He voiced concern on some practicalities, especially in the fields where FAO should 
be leading: 

o JS considered that FAO should be involved in the work that OIE will undertake with the 
WB in October 2007 in Washington. A very good initiative, but FAO feels marginalised. 

o JS was disappointed on the support of OIE for a common initiative on FMD in South 
America. A meeting foreseen for July has been postponed to August. FAO feels that OIE is 
making obstacles instead of providing support. 

o JS mentioned that OIE is leading with regard to reference centres. FAO has also some 
reference centres and it would be good to link them with the OIE network. 

BV agreed with JS on the division of competences particularly that OIE addresses animal health 
issues while FAO addresses agricultural economic development.  

2) OIE – WB 

FAO and OIE are involved in improvement of animal health in the world. FAO particularly in 
developing countries, but not only developing countries are weak in animal health. Developed 
countries are often weak. This is the concern of OIE.  

With regard to the WB, BV explained that the OIE and the WB made 3 studies on:  

a) the comparison between the costs to prevent a zoosanitary crisis and the costs to strengthen 
the national veterinary services 

b) the involvement of insurance companies to assist in point a)  

c) the feasibility of a global fund for compensation schemes 

BV indicated that there would be room for FAO involvement at least in point c). JS reiterated that 
he thought that the OIE initiatives were splendid, but that economical issues connected to animal 



  

health are the responsibility of FAO. BV and JS agreed that compensation schemes should not 
only apply for smaller (poorer) farmers, as promoted until now by FAO, but for all farmers within 
an area where an eradication plan is in place.  

Conclusion: The OIE will invite FAO to work on point c).  

3) FMD in South America  

BV explained the steps OIE has taken in the Southern Cone of South America with regard to FMD. 
A very delicate, highly political operation to establish buffer zones was finally accepted by all 
countries involved! JS reiterated that FAO has always been on the forefront of FMD in South 
America and felt left out. BV said that the issue was very political and that many stakeholders are 
involved in this issue, but welcomed the idea of strengthening FAO-OIE cooperation.  

Conclusion: BV and JS agreed that OIE and FAO should strengthen their cooperation on 
FMD eradication in South America  

4) Reference laboratories network 

JS recognised the leadership of the OIE with its network of reference laboratories and 
collaborating centres and proposed to create an official link with a similar smaller FAO network. 
BV and JS agreed that it would be impracticable to have 2 parallel networks. 

Conclusion: BV proposed to invite Dr J. Sumpsi to the September meeting of the OIE 
Administrative commission to discuss the issue.  

 

• Dr Ichiro Nomura, Assistant Director-General, Fisheries Department of FAO 

Report of the Meeting between Dr B. Vallat and Dr I. Nomura on 5th July 2007 

Other Participants: Dr Subasinghe, Dr Bondad-Reantaso, Dr Ababouch, Dr Droppers, Dr 
Berlingieri. 

It was a lunch meeting to discuss the strengthening of the relations between the OIE and FAO on 
issues related to aquatic animal health and fisheries.  

Dr R. Subasinghe identified 2 areas where the OIE could work together:  

1. Strengthening the relationship between national Vet. Services and Fisheries. 

2. Assisting countries to setup emergency responses for specific animal health crisis.  

On the point 1) BV and IN agreed that some work could be done through national/regional 
seminars.  

On point 2) BV mentioned that the OIE network of reference laboratories already provide an 
excellent source of expertise for OIE Members in relation to specific diseases. He said that FAO 
could invite some OIE experts from the OIE reference laboratories for providing punctual expertise 
on specific disease outbreaks.  

Conclusion: the possibility to have a memorandum of understanding on aquatic issues 
was discarded since the current agreements provide enough flexibility for stronger 
cooperation on the issue considered.  

• Dr Claude Mosha, president of the CAC 

The Director General invited Dr Mosha to take part in the next meeting of the OIE APFSWG on 7-9 
November, Dr Mosha gave his availability for these dates.  

M Jörg Seiffert, IDF 

FB and WD addressed the ongoing work of the OIE and FAO on the Guide to Good Farming 
Practices (GGFP) where a member proposed by IDF has been invited. We explained that the 
intent of this work was to produce a guide that would not have the status of an International 



Standard but rather would be a guide for good practise to be used by national Veterinary Services, 
farmer associations and other stakeholders.  

Mr Seifert informed that the next IDF World Dairy Summit 2008 would be held in Mexico City, 11-
14 November 2008. He underlined that this meeting will focus for 1 or even 2 entire days on 
animal health aspects related to the dairy industry; this particular interest in animal health reflects 
how IDF members are becoming more aware of the importance of this filed for better addressing 
public health aspects. He also related this shift in priorities to the fact that the proportion of 
developing countries is increasing in IDF membership. He suggested that OIE nominate one 
person for the scientific committee of World Dairy Summit. 

• Dr G.N. Gongal, Regional WHO Office for South-East Asia 

Dr Gongal approached FB to highlight the fact that WHO is organising a “regional zoonoses 
conference” in Bangkok on the 1st week of November. Veterinarians and medical personnel from 
11 Asian countries will be invited as well as donors. He said that OIE and FAO will also be invited; 
he expressed the wish that OIE staff from the headquarters take part in this conference. WHO 
(regional office?) will send an official letter to the OIE. 

 

The list of participants of the CAC meeting is available at Drs Droppers and Berlingieri.  

 

Conclusions et suites éventuelles à donner / Conclusions and possible follow-up: 

- Conference WB/OIE: invite FAO to participate (AD) 

- FMD South America: organise OIE/FAO FMD meeting as side event to GF-TAD’s meeting in 
Buenos Aires (GF, L. Barcos, GKB). 

- OIE and FAO networks of reference laboratories/centres: invite Dr Sumpsi to meeting of 
Administrative Commission in September 2007 (JLA). 

- Prepare a note of OIE strategy for the DG (GKB). 

- OIE/FAO cooperation on aquatic animal health and fisheries: follow FAO seminars (to focus on 
strengthening cooperation between Veterinary Services and Fisheries) (SK, WDr).  

- Prepare an invitation for Dr Mosha to attend the APFSWG in November 2007 (WDr).  

- CCFICS: now that the revised guidelines on certificates have been adopted, CCFICS will 
formulate comments on the draft model for MMP certificates. 

- CCFH: follow the work on Salmonella and Campylobacter in chicken meat. Consider progression 
of OIE related work (SK, WDr).  

- CAC: initiate discussions with Codex Secretariat and FAO/WHO to see how to improve the 
cooperation OIE/Codex (SK, JLA).  

- Conference on animal identification and traceability: contact FAO (Boutrif and Cc Kazuaki) to 
give information. Organise the conference (SK, DCh, L. Barcos). 


