
R A P P O R T  D E  M I S S I O N /  M I S S I O N  R E P O R T  

Dr Bernard Vallat, Directeur général 

Minneapolis (USA) 

Dates de la mission/Dates of the meeting : 16-20 juillet 2005 
 

Objet de la mission / aim of the meeting: 

- Participer au Congrès Mondial Vétérinaire et à la Convention annuelle de l’AVMA (Association 
national des vétérinaires américains toutes activités confondues) et notamment prononcer les 
discours d’ouverture et de clôture des deux événements simultanés. 

- Organiser en marge un séminaire OIE et faire des présentations lors d’autres événements 
parallèles. 

- Co-organiser avec le Département « sécurité sanitaire des aliments » (Professeur Will Houston) 
de l’Université du Minnesota, un séminaire avec les représentants de l’industrie agro-
alimentaire des Etats-Unis d’Amérique et d’autres pays d’Amérique. 

- Animer un stand de l’OIE dans le hall d’exposition. 

NB : La participation de l’OIE a bénéficié d’un soutien financier de l’USDA. 

Autres participants / Other participants: 

- Bureau central de l’OIE : Dr Alejandro Thiermann, Dr David Wilson, Maria Zampaglione, Annie 
Souyri, 

- Représentants régionaux : Dr Teruhide Fujita, Dr Ghazi Yehia, Dr Luis Barcos, 
- Dre Véronique Bellemain (Centre collaborateur pour la formation des vétérinaires), 
- Membres des bureaux des Commissions régionales Afrique et Asie, 
- Plusieurs Délégués des Pays Membres auprès de l’OIE et d’experts de Centres collaborateurs 

et Laboratoires de référence. 

Résumé et conclusion / Summary and conclusion:  

Le Congrès Mondial Vétérinaire n’a lieu que tous les 3 ans. Son jumelage avec la Convention 
annuelle de l’AVMA a permis de bénéficier d’environ 8 000 participants venus de 60 pays (chiffres 
à confirmer lors de l’édition des bilans finaux). 

Il est très important pour l’OIE d’être associé de très près à cet événement pour rappeler nos 
missions à la communauté mondiale vétérinaire. 

Notre très bonne collaboration actuelle avec l’Association Mondiale Vétérinaire et avec son 
Président Herbert Schneider nous a permis d’assurer notre participation dans d’excellentes 
conditions : 
- allocution du Directeur général lors de la session solennelle d’ouverture, aux côtés du Président 

Schneider et de Madame Barbara Bush (discours en annexe), 

- allocution du Directeur général lors du dîner de gala de clôture. 

- stand gratuit de l’OIE dans le hall d’exposition (voir rapport séparé diffusé par Annie Souyri), 

- mise à disposition d’une salle de 150 places environ pour un séminaire de l’OIE, 

Le séminaire d’une journée organisé par l’OIE a été introduit par le Directeur général. Il a connu 
une affluence moyenne (50 personnes) notamment parce qu’il était en concurrence avec un 
séminaire simultanée sur la coopération vétérinaire en Irak et en Afghanistan. 

Des proceedings seront préparés par M. Zampaglione et M. Banaszak (voir en annexe le power 
point du Directeur général). 
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L’équipe de l’OIE a également participé à d’autres événements : 
- séminaire commun FAO/OIE (voir power point du Directeur général en annexe) qui a connu 

une bonne affluence, 

- séminaire « welfare » organisé par le Président du Groupe de travail OIE, David Bayvel avec la 
participation active de David Wilson et Alejandro Thiermann. 

L’AMV a procédé par ailleurs à l’élection d’un nouveau Président, le Dr Russel (USA) qui a 
d’emblée affirmé vouloir renforcer la coopération entre l’AMV et l’OIE. Le Dr Schneider reste 
membre du Bureau. Le Dr Kechrid a été également élu dans le nouveau bureau. 

Le prochain Congrès aura lieu en 2008 à Vancouver (Canada). 

Le séminaire co-organisé avec l’Université du Minnesota a eu lieu juste après la fin du Congrès 
Mondial. L’organisation de Will Houston a été remarquable et la participation nombreuse et de très 
haut niveau. Plusieurs interventions ont été faites par les participants du Bureau central (Alejandro 
Thiermann, David Wilson). Voir en annexe la présentation power point du Directeur général. 

Lors de la rédaction des conclusions, les représentants de l’industrie agro-alimentaire ont 
unanimement déclaré appuyer tout nouveau mécanisme destiné à renforcer les actions de l’OIE 
pour influencer les gouvernements afin de développer des Services Vétérinaires capables de 
détecter et de combattre les maladies animales des qu’elles apparaissent. 

Le Congrès Mondial et la Conférence à l’Université ont également permis de multiplier les actions 
de communication et de donner aussi plusieurs interviews aux médias américains. 

Personnalités rencontrées / Key person(s) met: 

- Barbara Bush, 

- Le Président sortant et entrant de l’AMV, 

- Les membres du Bureau de l’AMV, 

- Professeur Will Houston, 

- Des représentants de MacDonald et Cargill, 

- Délégués et experts de l’OIE, représentants régionaux, médias américains. 

Conclusions et suites à donner / Conclusions and follow-up: 

- Préparer les proceedings du séminaire OIE (MZ, MB). 

- Préparer la participation de l’industrie agro-alimentaire et de personnalités de haut niveau à la 
Conférence OIE/Banque mondiale en février 2006 avec l’appui du Professeur Houston (ATh). 

- Préparer les contrats avec les distributeurs de publications du continent américain (DCh, AS) 
et mettre en application les propositions qui figurent dans le rapport d’Annie Souyri (AS, DCh). 

- Faire des communiqués sur tous les événements survenus à Minneapolis, même si c’est un 
peu tard (MZ). 

 
Diffusion : Chefs de Service et adjoints, Chargé(e)s de mission, A. Thiermann, P. Blandin, M. Teissier, 

M. Zampaglione, Représentants régionaux. 
 
 
 
Pièces jointes : 3 : Discours d’ouverture du Directeur général – Présentation ppt du Directeur général Conférence à 

l’Université du Minnesota. - Présentation ppt du Directeur général, séminaire FAO –  
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Opening speech 
Bernard Vallat, Director General 

 
 
Mrs. Barbara Bush, 
Mr. President of the World Veterinary Association, Dr Schneider, 
Mrs. and Mr. President of the Veterinary Association, Dr Russell, 
Fellow veterinarians, 
Ladies and gentlemen, 
 

It is a great honor and pleasure for the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) and for me, on 
behalf of our Member Countries, to have this opportunity to provide you with some information on the 
occasion of the Opening Ceremony of this World Veterinary Congress. 
 
I would like to thank the World Veterinary Association, its President Dr Herbert Schneider and the 
organizers for recognizing the OIE as the sole intergovernmental organization in the world dealing 
entirely with all the concerns shared by the veterinary profession. 
 
Over the past few years the OIE has become increasingly aware that the needs of society are coming 
more and more into step with the main objectives and missions of the veterinary profession: 
 

- First, to maintain the world's animals in good health and to protect wildlife, a crucial part of the 
earth's rich heritage. Maintaining animal health by prevention and treatment of diseases is the 
ideal way of ensuring an essential component of animal welfare and preventing transmission of 
zoonoses to humans, including the potential threat of new pandemics. 

 
- Second, to ensure safe food for consumers. We at the OIE are still convinced that food of animal 

origin is a source of wealth for humanity and the veterinary profession is committed to 
facilitating the provision of an abundant and safe supply of meat and milk for the people of 
every country of the world. 

 
This is the reason why our organization has shifted from a mandate traditionally focused on the 
management and prevention of epizootic diseases to a new approach, open to new public demands:  

- First, protection of human health from zoonoses, addressing the issue at the animal source; 
avian Influenza, rabies, brucellosis and BSE control programs are good examples of this, 

 
- Second, animal production food safety and promotion of the concept of safety and control of the 

food chain 'from the stable to the table'; everybody must be made aware that the work of the 
veterinary profession is crucial for the implementation of this concept, 

 
- Third, science-based animal welfare standards, regulations and practices focusing on respect 

for all animals whether they are used for food, scientific experimentation, sport or leisure, while 
always bearing in mind that animal health is a crucial component of animal welfare. This  
explains why the OIE recently decided also to become the worldwide organization for animal 
welfare for both farm and companion animals and why I have been vigorously implementing this 
new policy during the past three years.  

 
Of course, the traditional missions of the OIE, namely the transparency of the animal health situation in 
the world and the publication of World Trade Organization recognized standards on the best animal 
disease control methods and on protecting the world trade of animals and animal products from the 
spread of pathogens, will remain an essential part of our activities. In this context I must stress our 
commitment to help poor countries fight animal diseases, because these are factors of poverty, they 
block market access and they also constitute a permanent threat to countries already free of diseases. 
 
Clearly, the OIE's objectives are now very close to all the missions and objectives of the veterinary 
profession. 
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As you already know, the Representatives (or Delegates) of our 167 Member Countries are nominated 
by their Governments and in the vast majority of cases are their country's Chief Veterinary Officer, in 
charge of the preparation and implementation of national legislation on veterinary policies, including 
accreditation of veterinarians. 

All the veterinarians in our Member Countries have the opportunity to consult with the OIE Delegate 
before he or she expresses the country's official position to our Organisation prior to the adoption of new 
international standards. 

It is important for the OIE to know that the policies recommended by Government representatives have 
previously been discussed with the private sector component of the veterinary profession, because 
veterinarians in private practice and other private sector veterinarians are in the front line when it comes 
to implementing the OIE's new objectives and helping to comply with the new demands of society. 
 
We also consider that we are facing a major new challenge that will need to be addressed with the help 
of Governments, the veterinary education community and veterinary organizations: if current trends 
continue, it may not be possible to meet all of society's demands on the profession in the future. 
 
For example, the majority of young veterinarians now choose to work in an urban environment, a trend 
that is inevitably leading to a scarcity of veterinarians in rural areas. This is a worldwide phenomenon 
and needs to be addressed during the Congress, if we are to continue to ensure early detection and 
response to animal diseases, including zoonoses, as well as the health protection and surveillance of 
wildlife. There is also a need for greater involvement of the veterinary profession in food safety 
inspection, research and administration. 
 
The solutions exist but a firm commitment from Governments, veterinary schools and the veterinary 
profession is urgently required. 
 
Ladies and gentlemen, the importance of the veterinary profession is increasingly recognized by policy 
makers and the general public but there are many challenges still to be met, including how to improve 
our communication and raise public awareness of the nobility of our missions. I am sure that this 
Congress, thanks to the perfect organization and the huge participation, will greatly assist in this work 
and it is my pleasure to congratulate the organizers and the participants. 
 
Thank you. 
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Conférence à l’Université du Minnesota – Juillet 2005 
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World Organisation for Animal Health
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World Animal Health Organization – OIE
World Trade Organization – WTO
United Nations:  

FAO – WHO 
Codex Alimentarius
Biological Weapon Convention
Others

Regional Organizations
Relations with private sector

Current International Sanitary Governance  
in the Field of Animal Origin Pathogens
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Strenghening the global food safety system:
setting the scene

Dr Bernard Vallat

Director General

July 20, 2005, Minneapolis (USA)
World Veterinary Congres
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OIE Objectives
1. TRANSPARENCY 

To ensure transparency in the worldwide animal health and zoonoses situation

Sanitary Country Status Recognition

2. SCIENTIFIC INFORMATION

To collect, analyse and disseminate worldwide scientific veterinary information.

3. INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY

To provide expertise and encourage and influence international solidarity in the control of animal 
diseases.

4. SANITARY SAFETY OF WORLD TRADE OF ANIMALS AND PRODUCTS

Within its mandate under SPS and WTO Agreement, to safeguard world trade by establishing animal 
health standards for international trade, as well as to act as mediator.

5. PROMOTION OF VETERINARY SERVICES

To improve the infrastructure of Veterinary Services.

6. FOOD SAFETY AND ANIMAL WELFARE

To provide a better guarantee of safety of food of animal origin and to promote animal welfare throgh
a science-based approach
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Multi-host nature of diseases

60% of human pathogens are zoonotic

80% of animal pathogens are multi-host

diseases with increased mortality since 19th century

75% of emerging diseases are zoonotic

80% of agents having a potential bioterrorist use 
are zoonotic pathogens 

 8

167  167  MemberMember CountriesCountries

29
50

49

13

26

Americas: 29 – Africa: 50 – Europe: 49 – Middle East: 13 – Asia: 26
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Today’s environment

‘the convergence of public and animal health offers 
new challenges and opportunities’

One Medicine
animal health is inextricably interwoven in the public’s 
health and wellbeing

emerging zoonoses will increasingly become a more 
important part of Veterinary Services’ work
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OIE Added Value
Sanitary Information network
Veterinary Scientific community network
National Chief Veterinary office network

- preparing legislation
- implementing national measures

Permanent Working Group on “animal production 
food safety”
Relation with Codex Alimentarius
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Examples of Recent and Current Crisis

BSE 
FMD in UK
AVIAN INFLUENZA in Asia
NIPAH VIRUS in  Malaysia 
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What is a public good?

International public good
- example of epizootic diseases

National public good
- example of enzootic diseases (tuberculosis)

Duties of government
- international responsibilities
- national responsibilities
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OIE early warning and information systemOIE early warning and information system

PromotePromote transparencytransparency in, in, andand knowledgeknowledge ofof, , 
global animal global animal diseasedisease situation situation includingincluding
zoonosiszoonosis
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Current reality on Veterinary Services
Definition
High quality veterinary surveillance is essential to minimize and 
manage sanitary risks
Recently most Veterinary Services have experienced decreases in 
their infrastructures:
Budgetary

Shift in priorities
Eradication based funding
Difficult to justify preventive surveillance
Rural network deficiencies

OIE initiatives
Quality and evaluation
accreditation  
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How ?How ?

OIE Early Warning System based on official reports 
from Member Countries

Active search and verification of non official 
information

Improve data quality at the field level

OIE Global Information System

Partnership with FAO and WHO (Glews)
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Mechanisms to improve Sanitary 
Governance

New Strategic Plan of the OIE
Standards and Trade development facility (STDF)
African Livestock (ALIVE)
Global Framework for Transboundary Animal Disease Control – GF 
TADs
OIE Regional Representation Projects

- capacity Building of National Representatives
- evaluation of Quality of Veterinary Services

Partnerships with private sector (veterinarians, farmers, companies)
Promotion of the concept: “from the stable to the table”

 

Diapositive 17 

Diapositive 13 

13

TheThe OIE Global Information OIE Global Information SystemSystem
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Investment Priorities
Veterinary and Medical services alliances
OIE – WHO – FAO  alliance: GLEWS system
Applied research investments
Capacity building for worldwide implementation of:

- animal diseases and zoonoses  standards and guidelines
- good sanitary governance
- staffing
- equipment and infrastructures
- financial resources

Certification - Trust
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Why standards are necessary

International Public Good
Safety of international trade

fewer disease outbreaks
Harmonisation of national legislation and control measures

fewer unjustified restrictions
Improvement of national sanitary status
Fairer trade

benefits to developing countries
disputes settlement

Bioterrorism
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Investment Priorities (cont)

Veterinary Services Evaluation
Veterinary accreditation programs
Private sector financing
Role of private practitioners and para-vets
Insurance concept
International public good content
Tool kit for National investments
Regional approach
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Influences on standards

Pressure from exporting countries for less 
restrictions
Pressure from importing countries for maximum 
protection
Consumer reactions (fears, animal welfare)
Pressure from developing countries for assistance 
in participating in standards development fairer 
standards
Need for science-based decisions
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Other challenges to be faced
Networks for animal disease early detection and response

current trends
solutions

Educational evolution
current trends
solutions

Administration
solutions

Research
solutions

Food chain control
current trends
solutions
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OIE Objectives
1. TRANSPARENCY 

To ensure transparency in the worldwide animal health and zoonoses situation

Sanitary Country Status Recognition

2. SCIENTIFIC INFORMATION

To collect, analyse and disseminate worldwide scientific veterinary information.

3. INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY

To provide expertise and encourage and influence international solidarity in the control of animal 
diseases.

4. SANITARY SAFETY OF WORLD TRADE OF ANIMALS AND PRODUCTS

Within its mandate under SPS and WTO Agreement, to safeguard world trade by establishing animal 
health standards for international trade, as well as to act as mediator.

5. PROMOTION OF VETERINARY SERVICES

To improve the infrastructure of Veterinary Services.

6. FOOD SAFETY AND ANIMAL WELFARE

To provide a better guarantee of safety of food of animal origin and to promote animal welfare throgh
a science-based approach
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« Veterinary Services
The new challenges »

Dr Bernard Vallat

Director General

FAO Seminar
July 19, 2005, Minneapolis (USA)

World Veterinary Congress
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What is a public good?

International public good
- example of epizootic diseases

National public good
- example of enzootic diseases (tuberculosis)

Duties of government
- international responsibilities
- national responsibilities
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Animal diseases and risks for society

60% of human pathogens are zoonotic

80% of animal pathogens affect more than one 
species

75% of emerging diseases are zoonotic

80% of pathogenic agents having a potential 
bioterrorist use are zoonotic
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OIE early warning and information systemOIE early warning and information system

PromotePromote transparencytransparency in, in, andand knowledgeknowledge ofof, , 
global animal global animal diseasedisease situation situation includingincluding
zoonosiszoonosis
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Examples of recent and current 
continental and worldwide crisis

BSE 
FMD in UK
AVIAN INFLUENZA in Asia
NIPAH VIRUS in  Malaysia 
West Nile Virus in N. America
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How ?How ?

OIE Early Warning System based on official reports 
from Member Countries

Active search and verification of non official information

Improve data quality at the field level

OIE Global Information System

Practionners (including urban veterinarians and 
farmers) 

Partnership with FAO and WHO (Glews)
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World Animal Health Organization – OIE
World Trade Organization – WTO
United Nations:  

FAO – WHO 
Codex Alimentarius
Biological Weapon Convention
Others

Regional Organizations
National Governments

Current sanitary governance  in the field
of pathogens of animal origin 
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Why international standards are 
necessary
International Public Good
Safety of international trade

fewer disease outbreaks
Harmonisation of national legislation and control measures

fewer unjustified restrictions
Fairer trade 

benefits to developing countries
Disputes settlement
Improvement of national sanitary status
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Importance of OIE standards

Animal health claims need to be supported by 
structures and procedures
OIE Code helps to provide this support through 
standards and guidelines

applying to quality and evaluation of Veterinary Services 
(see relevant chapters of the Terrestrial Animal Health 
Code )

International standards recognised as references of 
the SPS Agreement of WTO

OIE accreditation procedure
 16

Scope of evaluation
Organisational structure of Veterinary Services
Human resources
Material (including financial) resources
Functional capabilities and legislative support
Animal health and veterinary public health controls
Participation in OIE activities and compliance with OIE 
Member Countries’ obligations
Statutory body (including private component)
Conditions of recognition of “accredited” professionals
Education, penalties
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Current reality on Veterinary Services

Definition
High quality veterinary surveillance is essential to 
minimize and manage sanitary risks
Recently most Veterinary Services have experienced 
some down grading in their infrastructures: Budgetary

Shift in priorities
Eradication based funding
Difficult to justify preventive surveillance
Gaps in education
Rural network deficiencies  17

Outcome of evaluation

Evaluation should demonstrate that Veterinary 
Services have capability for 

effective surveillance and monitoring of the animal 
health status

either generally or for specific diseases
accurate notification of findings to OIE
credibility on international certification 
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International information needs

Information requested of Member Country may 
include

structure, roles and responsibilities of Veterinary 
Services, including field services
disease surveillance and notification systems
animal health status
import/export history

Member Country obliged to provide accurate 
information in timely manner
Involvement of farmers and private veterinarians
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National benefits from efficient 
Veterinary Services

Reduction of public costs
More interest for farmers to implement policies 
Increase production
Market access
Public health including food safety
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Quality of Veterinary Services

Approach in OIE Code based on fundamental 
principles of ethical, organisational and technical 
nature
Veterinary Services should conform to these 
principles regardless of political, economic or social 
situation
Conformity is important to confidence of trading 
partners
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Cooperation between OIE and 
Veterinary Profession
Influence on global and national policies
Promotion of concepts

International Public Good : early detection and response, 
including zoonoses
bioterrorism prevention
food chain control
animal welfare: link with animal health
vaccines and drugs
insurance concept
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Evaluation of Veterinary Services

Need to base on OIE Code guidelines
Applicable to evaluation of Veterinary Services of 
another country or of country’s own Veterinary 
Services 
Countries have right to evaluate Veterinary Services 
of potential trading partner
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Cooperation between OIE and 
Veterinary Profession (continued)

Other supports
Guidelines for educational structures
Disease cards
Disease control methods including diagnostic tests and 
vaccines
Surveillance standards
A worldwide voice of the profession
WVA 

- World Congress 
- Veterinary Day  
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Challenge to be faced
Networks for animal disease early detection and response

current trends
solutions

Educational evolution
current trends
solutions

Administration
solutions

Research
solutions

Food chain control
current trends
solutions

 

World organisation for animal World organisation for animal healthhealth
12 rue de Prony

75017 Paris, France
Tel: 33 (0)1 44 15 18 88  
Fax: 33 (0)1 42 67 09 87

Email: oie@oie.int
http://www.oie.int

Thank you for your attention
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