
R A P P O R T  D E  M I S S I O N /  M I S S I O N  R E P O R T  

Dr Bernard Vallat, Directeur général 

La Haye (Pays-Bas) 

Dates de la mission/Dates of the meeting : 15 au 16 septembre  2004 
 

Objet de la mission / aim of the meeting: 

Représenter l’OIE à la Conférence internationale « European response to public health risks 
from emerging zoonoses » organisée par la Présidence néerlandaise en cours de l’Union 
européenne et intervention en plénière sur le thème « Increased awareness of human health 
aspects in the veterinary field » 

Réunions avec le Directeur général adjoint de l’OMS, le Délégué de l’Espagne (préparation de la 
Conférence de la Commission régionale pour l’Europe à Avila) et le Délégué des Pays-Bas. 

Autres participants / Other participant(s): 

- Dr Alejandro Schudel, Chef du Service scientifique et technique de l’OIE pour assister à 
l’ensemble de la conférence. 

Résumé / Summary: 

Les intervenants et le public étaient issus de l’Union européenne à 25, mais aussi d’autres pays 
européens (Bulgarie, Islande, Norvège, Suisse, EFSA, La Commission, le Parlement et le 
Conseil de l’Union européenne), les USA (D+CDC Atlanta), l’OMS et la FAO.. 

Les organisateurs étaient majoritairement issus du secteur de la santé publique alors que les 
participants comptaient beaucoup d’experts du monde vétérinaire. 

Lors de mon intervention (présentation power point annexée), j’ai expliqué que l’OIE disposait 
de tous les outils pour développer une approche ciblée sur la lutte contre les zoonoses 
émergentes à la triple condition que les Pouvoirs Publics des Pays Membres nous en donnent 
les moyens, que la coordination avec l’OMS soit améliorée et que nos propositions de faciliter le 
dialogue entre le monde vétérinaire et médical soient acceptées. 

Il était important de délivrer ce message, non seulement pour informer les gestionnaires de 
santé publique sur nos activités, mais aussi pour démontrer que la priorité de lutte contre les 
zoonoses émergentes repose sur la détection et la réaction précoces qui sont réalisées par les 
Services Vétérinaires de nos Pays Membres. J’ai largement utilisé l’exemple de la rage et ai 
évoqué la Conférence de Kiev qui réunira vétérinaires et médecins en Décembre 2004. 

J’ai également proposé une Recommandation sur l’appui de l’Europe aux pays en 
développement, notamment les plus proches, pour des programmes de contrôle des zoonoses. 
Cette recommandation a été acceptée. 

J’ai rencontré le Dr Asamoa Baah, assistant direct du Directeur général de l’OMS, en charge des 
maladies transmissibles. 
Nous avons évoqué la préparation de la rencontre du 16 décembre entre les Directeurs 
généraux de l’OIE et de l’OMS comportant le signature officielle de l’Accord OIE-OMS. 
Nous avons également évoqué la nécessité de coordonner les actions de l’OIE et de l’OMS par 
la désignation de points focaux dans les deux Organisations et l’organisation d’une liaison 
directe par les Directions générales en cas de crise. 
Nous avons évoqué les dossiers communs (comme par exemple STDF) où des intérêts communs 
des deux Organisations pouvaient faire avancer certains dossiers importants grâce à des 

 



alliances. Par exemple les actions dans les pays en développement pour se conformer aux 
normes SPS ont un impact positif sur la santé publique. 
Plusieurs dossiers de ce type devront être sélectionnés pour être proposés lors de la réunion du 
16 décembre 2004. 

La rencontre avec le Délégué de l’Espagne a permis de régler les derniers détails de 
l’organisation de la réunion d’Avila. 

Le Délégué des Pays-Bas m’a indiqué qu’il souhaitait inviter l’OIE en décembre pour une 
nouvelle conférence portant sur l’usage de la vaccination chez l’animal, en utilisant notamment 
les conclusions de la Conférence de Buenos Aires. 

Conclusions et suites à donner / Conclusions and follow-up: 

- Préparation du dossier de la réunion du 16 décembre 2004 à l’OMS à Genève (ATh, KBJ, et 
JLA pour l’Accord). 

- Répondre à l’invitation des Pays-Bas pour la conférence « vaccination » (ASch). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
P.J :  présentation power point 
Diffusion : Chefs de Service et adjoints, Chargé(e)s de mission, A. Thiermann, V. Leverkuehn, 

M. Teissier, M. Zampaglione, Représentants régionaux. 
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World Organisation for Animal Health
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Increased Awareness of Human Health Aspects
in the Veterinary Field

Bernard Vallat
Director General of the OIE

European Conference on Public Health Risks
from Emerging Zoonotic Diseases
The Hague (The Netherlands), 16-17 September 2004  
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Objectives

To ensure transparency in the global animal disease and zoonosis
situation 

To collect, analyse and disseminate scientific veterinary
information

Within its mandate under the WTO SPS Agreement, to safeguard
world trade by publishing health standards for international trade in 
animals and animal products

To provide a better guarantee of the safety of food of animal origin
and to promote animal welfare through a science-based approach

To provide expertise and encourage international solidarity in the
control of animal diseases .
To improve the legal framework and resources of national 
Veterinary Services
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An emerging zoonoses is a zoonoses that is newly 
recognized or newly evolved, or that has occurred 
previously but shows an increase in incidence or 
expansion in a geographic, host, or vector range.

Some of these diseases may further evolve and become 
effectively and essentially transmissible from human to 
human.

~ WHO-FAO-OIE Consultation
May 2004

Emerging zoonosis
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Convergence model

Convergence Model (Microbial Threats to Health – IOM/NAS, 2003)
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Factors in emergence

Microbial adaptation and change
Host susceptibility to infection
Climate and weather
Changing ecosystems
Economic development and land use
Human demographics and behavior
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Factors in emergence (continued)

International travel and commerce –
“Globalisation”
Lack of legislation and of public health 
appropriate policies and resources
Poverty and social inequality
War and famine
Lack of political will
Intent to harm
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Livestock 2020 – The next food revolution

Global increase and demand for protein and 
food of animal origin
Shift from poverty of 1-2 billion people to middle 
class
Economic and social evolution of Asia and Latin 
America
Concerns with sustainability of production 
models
Increases in emerging zoonoses through the 
concentration of people and animals
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Spectrum of threats

Emerging diseases

Resurgence of endemic diseases

Appearance of antimicrobial resistant 
pathogens

Recent recognition of the infectious etiology 
of some chronic diseases

Intentional use of biological agents
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OIE Information System

OIE Early Warning System based on official 
information and reports from Member Countries 
and other Organisations
OIE Reference Laboratories
Active search and verification of non official 
information
Improve data quality at the field level
OIE Global Information System
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OIE animal disease notification system

Since 1 of January 2005, only 1 list of
nofifiable diseases
Criteria for inclusion in the OIE list:
• International spread
• Significant spread within naive population
• Zoonotic potential
• Emerging diseases

(new infection resulting from the evolution of an existing pathogen or 
parasite resulting in a change of host range, vector, pathogenicity or 
strain; or the occurrence of a previously unrecognized infection or 
disease.)
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Source of Early Warning
Disease reports

Reports from Member Countries

Reports from worldwide network of OIE Reference 
Laboratories

Active search and tracking of unofficial sources, 
such as scientific publications and ProMed, and lay 
publications, with Member Country verification

Improved Member Country surveillance
Policies

Internal and international resources
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Global Early Warning System (GLEWS)

Joint OIE/FAO/WHO initiative 

Animal disease and zoonoses tracking

Emergency response

Trends analysis predictions

Capacity building of Veterinary Services for 
surveillance and early warning and response 
(animal sector)

List of priority animal diseases, zoonoses and 
emerging diseases 
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OIE’s WTO mandate

SPS Agreement recognises OIE as one of three 
reference organisations for relevant international 
standards  
(three sisters)
• for food safety, the standards established by 

Codex 
• for animal health and zoonoses, the 

standards adopted by OIE Member Countries
• for plant health, the standards developed 

under the IPPC
SPS objectives and problems to be solved
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OIE Standards

Terrestrial Animal Health Code
(the Terrestrial Code)

Manual of Standards for Diagnostic Tests and Vaccines 
for Terrestrial Animals
(the Terrestrial Manual)

Aquatic Animal Health Code
(the Aquatic Code)

Manual of Standards for Diagnostic Tests for Aquatic 
Animals
(the Aquatic Manual)
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OIE Codes

Recommend sanitary measures to be used by 
veterinary or other competent authorities faced 
with animal diseases including zoonoses

Establish health regulations to prevent 
importations of pathogens, including those 
transmissible to humans, while avoiding 
unjustified sanitary barriers

Diagnostic methods to be used by laboratories
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OIE Manuals

Describe internationally agreed laboratory 
methods
• for disease diagnosis including zoonoses
• for production and control of biological 

products including vaccines
‘Prescribed’ and ‘alternative’ tests for
OIE listed diseases, and ‘other diseases of 
importance’ for terrestrial animals
Diagnostic tests for
OIE listed diseases of aquatic animals
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Positive indirect effects of the
SPS Agreement

Food production
Alleviation of powerty
Food safety
International market access
Public - private sector synergies
Dialogue between medical and veterinary
community
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OIE Reference Laboratories and Collaborating Centres

Worldwide network of:

155 OIE Reference Laboratories

15 OIE Collaborating Centres

Expertise in 92 animal diseases (including 
zoonoses) and other topics

In 31 Member Countries 

Involving 150 world renowned experts 
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OIE new activities related to emerging
zoonoses

Food Safety Working Group

Close collaboration with Codex, WHO and
FAO

Ad hoc Group on Emerging Zoonoses

OIE International Conference on Emerging
Zoonoses, 1st Trimester 2006
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OIE survey conclusions on emerging 
zoonoses from the 72nd General Session

Veterinary Services and the OIE are experiencing the 
impact of emerging and re-emerging diseases.
Member Countries believe that emerging zoonoses 
will become increasingly an important part of their 
services and activities.
A significant number of countries have experienced 
new zoonoses and/or antimicrobial resistant 
pathogens.
Critical factors of emergence are found across 
Member Countries.
Many Member Countries have the capacity to 
diagnose emerging zoonotic agents.
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Survey conclusions (continued)

Surveillance research, training, technical assistance, 
and capacity building need to be strengthened.

Stronger partnerships between veterinary and public 
health officials are already occurring, and a closer 
working relationship is considered a necessity.

Member Countries strongly agree that the OIE 
should consider emerging zoonoses as a high priority 
and should respond accordingly within its mission 
and promote training, technical assistance and 
leadership in that field.
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Priority considerations for OIE

Fitting emerging zoonoses in OIE List 
Diseases

Developing early warning systems (GLEWS)

Improving global surveillance and early 
warning and response

Rapid and accurate reporting – 24 hours

Building capacity and expertise to meet 
challenge
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Important OIE considerations (continued)

Educating Member Countries

Assisting in research prioritization

Developing new partnerships with public health 
and private sector (producers, veterinarians)

New Agreement with WHO and FAO

Agreement with PAHO, AU, IFAH, OIRSA, WVA, 
CPS
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Conclusions

The era of emerging zoonoses will continue and expand.

The factors and driving forces producing this era show 
no sign of abatement.

Local emerging diseases quickly become global.

The significance and implications of emerging zoonoses 
are rapidly increasing in scope, scale, and importance.

The convergence of human and animal health offers 
both important challenges and opportunities.

Animal health is inextricably interwoven in the public’s 
health and well being.
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Conclusions (continued)

New dialogue partnerships and collaborations with 
public health officials and organizations are a 
priority issues.
Member Countries acknowledge the growing 
importance of emerging and re-emerging zoonoses 
in their lives and work.
Developed countries and donors cannot solve the 
problem without international new policies and 
investments
Veterinary Services of Member Countries and the 
OIE have an opportunity to play an important 
leadership role.
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World World OrganisationOrganisation for Animal Healthfor Animal Health

12 rue de Prony
75017 Paris, France

Tel: 33 (0)1 44 15 18 88  
Fax: 33 (0)1 42 67 09 87

Email: oie@oie.int
http://www.oie.int

 

 

 
 

 


