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Dates de la mission/Dates of the meeting : 28 juin 2004 
 

Objet de la mission / aim of the meeting : 

Participer en tant que « Key-speaker » à l’ouverture du Congrès de « l’International Pig Veterinary 
Society » à Hambourg (Allemagne). 

Autres participants / Other participant(s) : 

-  Vanessa Leverkuehn (stand publications de l’OIE). 

Résumé / Summary : 

Plus de 2 000 personnes participaient au Congrès et notamment à son ouverture officielle. 
L’organisation, la qualité des locaux et des présentations étaient de haut niveau. Les 
participants venaient du monde entier, en majorité des vétérinaires. Les thèmes relatifs à la 
santé animale étaient de loin les plus importants. 

L’OIE étant encore mal connu dans la filière porc, il était très important d’être présent à ce 
niveau (ouverture du Congrès et stand OIE) et il conviendra de poursuivre ce type de 
collaboration à l’avenir, d’autant plus que tous les continents notamment l’Asie (beaucoup 
d’experts venaient de la République Populaire de Chine) se sont beaucoup intéressés au stand 
de l’OIE). 

Ma présentation power point figure en annexe. 

 

Personnalités rencontrées/ Key person(s) met: 

- Plusieurs experts des Laboratoires de référence de l’OIE 

- Docteur Blaha, organisateur du Congrès, qui souhaiterait participer à des groupes de travail 
ou Groupes ad hoc de l’OIE (DW). 

 

Conclusions et suites à donner / Conclusions and follow-up: 

Poursuivre la participation de l’OIE aux Congrès mondiaux de l’IPVS (notamment avec un stand) 
(RD). 

Voir la possibilité d’intégrer le Docteur Thomas Blaha dans les listes d’experts de l’OIE (DW). 

 

 

 
 
P.J :  présentation power point 
Diffusion : Chefs de Service et adjoints, Chargé(e)s de mission, A. Thiermann, V. Leverkuehn, 

M. Teissier, M. Zampaglione, Représentants régionaux. 
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The Future Global Role of the
OIE in animal Health,  

Foodsafety and Animal Welfare

Bernard Vallat
Director General - OIE

18th Congress of the International Pig Veterinary Society
Hamburg 28 June 2004  6

OIE International StandardsOIE International Standards
Terrestrial Animal Health Code - mammals, 
birds and bees

Aquatic Animal Health Code – fish, molluscs 
and crustaceans

Manual of Diagnostic Tests and Vaccines for 
Terrestrial Animals

Manual of Diagnostic Tests for Aquatic 
Animals

Also available on the OIE Website
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World Organisation for Animal Health
created in 1924 in Paris
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Reasons why standards are necessary Reasons why standards are necessary (1)(1)

Safety of international trade of animals and 
animal products 

Harmonization of legislations and control 
methods in countries

Narrow the gap between rich and poor 
countries
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29
50

49

13

26

167 167 MemberMember Countries Countries (May 2004)(May 2004)

Americas: 29 – Africa: 50 – Europe: 49 – Middle East: 13 – Asia: 26
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Reasons why standards are necessary Reasons why standards are necessary (2)(2)

Surveillance and control of animal diseases and 
zoonoses = International Public Good (IPG)

IPG implementation is a duty of governments

International community, international 
organizations, donors and NGO influence and 
support

 
Diapositive 4 Diapositive 9 

4

ObjectivesObjectives
1. To ensure transparency in the global animal disease and zoonosis

situation 

2. To collect, analyse and disseminate scientific veterinary information

3. To provide expertise and encourage international solidarity in the
control of animal diseases .

4. Within its mandate under the WTO SPS Agreement, to safeguard
world trade by publishing health standards for international trade in 
animals and animal products

5. To improve the legal framework and resources of national Veterinary
Services

6. To provide a better guarantee of the safety of food of animal origin
and to promote animal welfare through a science-based approach
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How How fastfast theythey are are changingchanging andand
in in responseresponse to to whatwhat pressure?pressure?

Pressure by exporting countries to increase trade

Pressure by importing countries to protect 
themselves (e.g Avian influenza)

Ethics and public health protection
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International RelationsInternational Relations
Institutional cooperation with :

- World Health Organization (WHO)
- Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations (FAO)
- World Trade Organization (WTO)
- Codex Alimentarius Commission
- International Plant Protection Commission (IPPC)
- World Bank
- International Dairy Federation (IDF)
- Fédération Equestre Internationale (FEI)
- International Federation for Animal Health (IFAH)
- World Veterinary Association (WVA)
- Regional Organizations (OAU-IBAR, PAHO, OIRSA, IICA, 

CEBEVIRHA, SADC, European Commission)

Technical and scientific cooperation with more than 20 
regional organisations and international professional 
associations.
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Compliance to International Compliance to International 
standardsstandards

Exceed standards. Use of risk analysis –
great deception for developing countries

Developing countries: not able to comply 
with basic standards

Developed countries
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Solutions for developing countriesSolutions for developing countries

Investments in scientific community
Twinnings
Selection of public good priorities
Adaptation of standards to needs of developing countries –
example of paraprofessionnals
Consideration of animal health prevention cost as 
insurance for economic justifications of programmes
Consideration of cost involved in keeping diseases free 
status
Consideration of food security and food safety 
implications
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OIE Information SystemOIE Information SystemOIE Information System

PromotePromote transparencytransparency in in 
andand knowledgeknowledge ofof globalglobal
animal animal diseasedisease situationsituation
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Involvement of public sectorInvolvement of public sector

International negotiations on standards
Legislation: set up, implementation and control

example: early warning and emergency 
responses (compulsory slaughter, involvement 
of police and army)

Management of environmental issues
International notification
Conditions of independence of Veterinary Services
Control of private sector involvement
Certification
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How ?How ?

OIE Early Warning System based on official 
reports from Member Countries

Active search and verification of non official 
information

Improve data quality at the field level

OIE Global Information System
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Private sectorPrivate sector

Farmers

Farmers organizations (training, insurances)

Private veterinarians

Industry – Good practices
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TheThe OIE Global Information OIE Global Information SystemSystem
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Safety of International TradeSafety of International Trade
The OIE develops standards for use by its Member Countries to 
protect themselves from disease incursions while avoiding 
unjustified technical barriers to trade.
OIE standards are recognised by the WTO.  They are 
scientifically based, are prepared by Member Countries 
internationally recognised scientists, and adopted by Members.
OIE standards are designed to be trade enabling
Unfortunately there are also many examples of Member 

Countries putting in place unjustifiable trade barriers.
Results in significant economic impacts for exporting 

countries, and loss of credibility for countries taking such 
action
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Transparency in the GlobalTransparency in the Global
Animal Disease SituationAnimal Disease Situation

Each OIE Member Country has a responsibility to report 
to the OIE in a timely manner occurrences of animal 
diseases, including those transmissible to humans.
The OIE then disseminates the information to all other 
countries to enable them to take appropriate risk based 
measures, to protect themselves.
Unfortunately there are too many instances when member 
countries haven’t fulfilled their obligations, and some 
serious disease events have not been reported.
Very real risks of diseases being spread, and loss of 
credibility of countries involved.
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UpdatingUpdating
international international 

standardsstandards

PROBLEMPROBLEM

Specialist
Commissions

ReviewReview

AdviceAdvice of experts or of experts or otherother
SpecialistSpecialist CommissionsCommissions

DraftDraft texttext

COMMITTEE

DELEGATESDELEGATES

AdoptionAdoption

COMMITTEE,COMMITTEE,
COMMISSIONS,COMMISSIONS,

DELEGATESDELEGATES

1
2

OIE INTERNATIONALOIE INTERNATIONAL
STANDARDSTANDARD

Comments
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Fundamental Principles for 
Veterinary Services

Professional judgement
Impartiality
Integrity
Objectivity (science and risk based standards)
Transparency

These all result in the development of credibility 
and a relationship of trust between the exporting 
and importing countries, which is the foundations 
of trade

 

 2



Diapositive 26 Diapositive 21 

21

SanitarySanitary aspects aspects ofof globalisationglobalisation

Increase in flow of commodities and people

Remains of pathogen reservoirs

Emerging zoonotic and non-zoonotic diseases

Role of wildlife

Bioterrorism
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Animal welfare (2)

Permanent Working Group coordinates and 
manages OIE animal welfare activities

First meeting in October 2002
Priority given to welfare of animals used in agriculture 
and aquaculture 
Transportation, humane slaughter and killing for disease 
control to be addressed first, followed by housing and 
management

Global Conference on Animal Welfare (Feb 2004)
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International International controlscontrols

Quality and evaluation of Veterinary Services

Quality of certification

Importing country audits

Conflicts and mediation
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Reference LaboratoriesReference Laboratories

150 Reference Laboratories in 30 Countries 
covering 80 diseases or topics

Expert centres for worldwide standardization

Store and distribute reference reagents

Conduct and validate diagnostic tests

Coordinate technical and scientific studies

Provide technical and scientific training

Organise laboratory proficiency testing
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International International prioritiespriorities

Recognition of the role of producers

Compensation mechanisms

Good farming practices

OIE recognition of sanitary status

Investments and lobbying
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Collaborating CentresCollaborating Centres

15 Collaborating Centres in 9 Countries

Expert centres for the OIE and Member Countries 
on horizontal subjects

Assist in the elaboration of procedures for the 
harmonization of international standards

Coordinate activities on cooperation

Provide technical training

Organize and host scientific meetings for the OIE
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OIE Working Group on 
Animal Production Food Safety

Terms of Reference
consider all food hazards of animal origin before 
slaughter and primary processing of products
Principal emphasis on measures applicable at farm 
level

Working Group coordinates and manages food 
safety activities within the OIE

WG coordinates and manages the food safety activities 
of the OIE

 29

ListedListed pigpig diseasesdiseases ofof importance importance (1)(1)

Classical swine fever (CSF)
Foot and mouth disease (FMD)
Swine vesicular disease (SVD)
African swine fever (ASF)
Avian influenza (AI)
Porcine brucellosis (PB)
Transmissible gastro-enteritis (TGE)
New diseases under discussion for listing
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Animal welfare (1)

Essential linkage between animal health and 
animal welfare
OIE well placed to provide international 
leadership on animal welfare
Identified by Member Countries as high priority 
for 2001-2005 Strategic Plan 
Complex and  important scientific, ethical, 
economic and political dimensions
Standards must be applicable by all OIE Member 
Countries  30

ListedListed pigpig diseasesdiseases ofof importance importance (2)(2)

Classical swine fever:
Compartmentalization
Recommendations on safe commodities

Foot and mouth disease:
Free of disease, free of viral circulation

Vaccination, and differential testing with NSP
Recommendations on safe commodities
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ListedListed pigpig diseasesdiseases ofof importance importance (3)(3)

Avian influenza:
LPAI and HPAI
Compartmentalization
Use of vaccination
Recommendations on safe commodities
What to do with pigs in infected poultry farms

Porcine brucellosis:
Review Chapter to include public health
recommendations
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World organisation for animal World organisation for animal healthhealth

12 rue de prony
75017 Paris, France

Tel: 33 (0)1 44 15 18 88 – Fax: 33 (0)1 42 67 09 87
Email: oie@oie.int
http://www.oie.int

More than 100 countries in the world
remain infected with FMD

Thank you for your attention

 
 

 

 

 

 


